Standards for Preservation &
Guidelines for Preserving Cultural Landscapes

When the property’s distinctive
materials, features, and spaces
are essentially intact and thus
convey the historic significance
without extensive repair or
replacement; when depiction at
a particular period of time is not
appropriate; and when a
continuing or new use does not
require additions or extensive
alterations, preservation may be
considered as a treatment. Prior
to undertaking work, a
documentation plan for
preservation should be
developed.




Standards for Preservation

Preservation is defined as the act or
process of applying measures necessary to
sustain the existing form, integrity, and
materials of an historic property. Work,
including preliminary measures to protect
and stabilize the property, generally
focuses upon the ongoing maintenance
and repair of historic materials and features
rather than extensive replacement and new
construction. New exterior additions are
not within the scope of this treatment;
however, the limited and sensitive upgrad-
ing of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing
systems and other code-required work to
make properties functional is appropriate
within a preservation project.




1. A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that
maximizes the retention of distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial
relationships. Where a treatment and use have not been identified, a property
will be protected and, if necessary, stabilized until additional work may be
undertaken.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The
replacement of intact or repairable historic materials or alteration of features,
spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and
use. Work needed to stabilize, consolidate, and conserve existing historic
materials and features will be physically and visually compatible, identifiable
upon close inspection, and properly documented for future research.

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own
right will be retained and preserved.

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction technigues or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

6. The existing condition of historic features will be evaluated to determine the
appropriate level of intervention needed. Where the severity of deterioration
necessitates repair or limited replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
material will match the old in composition, design, color, and texture.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials
will not be used.

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.




GUIDELINES FOR THE TREATMENT OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Intreduction

h Preservation, the options for replacement are
limited. The expressed goal of the Standards for
Preservation ad Guidelines for Preserving
Cultural Landscapes is retention of the landscape’s
existing form, features and materials, provided that such
actions will not resultin a degraded landscape condition
or threaten historic resources,

Preservation treatments may be as simple as basic
maintenance of existing materials and features, such as
the upkeep of a pedestrian path with a topcoat of crushed
shells, or may be more involved; for example, preparing
a cultural landscape report, undertaking laboratory
testing (e.g. pollen analysis to identify past uses of the
properly or hiring conservators to perform sensitive work
(e.g. repointing a serpentine garden wall). In all casas,
protection, maintenance, and repair are emphasized,
while replacement is minimized.

B ldentify, Retain, and Preserve Historic
Materials and Features

The guidance for the treatment Preservafion begins
with recommendations to identify the form and detailing
of those features and materials that are important to the
landscape's historic character and which must be
retained in orderto preserve that character. Therefore,
guidance on identifying, retaining, and preserving
character-defining features is always given first. The
character of a cultural landscape is defined by its spatial
organization and land patterns; features such as
topography, vegetation, and circulation; and materials,
such as an embedded aggregate pavement. -
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Linion Metal Light Standard

Historic road details were inventoried and documented along the George Washington Memorial Parkway whera two light standards were used: an
omate metal post for more formaliy landscaped areas between Washington D.C. and Alexandria, Virginia, while a rustic cedar pole was employed
from Alexandria fo Mount Vernon to harmonize with its selting. (HABS, 1994)
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% Stabilize and Protect Deteriorated Historic Features and Materials as a Preliminary Measure
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GUIDELINES FOR THE TREATMENT OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

& Maintain Histeric Features and Materials
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PRESERVATION GLIDELINES

% Repair (Stabilize, Consoclidate and Conserve] Historic Features and Materials

When the existing condifions of characier-
defining lealures and matenals requimes
additional work, theirrepalr s recommended
Preservation sinves to retain the maximum
amount of existing matenals and features wnide
ulilizang as linte new Imatenal as possibis
Consaguently, gudance for repainng a historic
feature, such as vegotation, beging with the
lzast degree of intervention possible, siich as
pruning a tree to lighten s canopy [see
opposile], o1, in some cases, pruning back 3
shrubto the ground fp encoursge winorous and
healthy now growth, Similary, within the
e Preservation, portions ol a
historical structural systen could be reinforced
using contpmparary maténals. A capstane on
a relaimmng wall, or a board n @8 wooden
walkway, may be rapaited with contemparary
replacemaont pars _ In all cases. work should be
non-deslruclive, physicaily and  visually
compatibln, and documaniad lfor futus
research

@ Limited Replacement In Kind of
Extensively Deteriorated Portions of
Historic Features
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material be non-destructhve, dentified, and
propetly documented for future resaanch
Gereraly, n  Preservation. subslifute
matenals should be avmoed. unlsss in-gind
repiacement is not possible

# Accessibility Considerations/Health
and Safety Considerations/iEnvironmen-
tal Considerations and Energy Effi-
ciency

These sections of the Preservation guidance
nddress work done o meel accessibilily
requirements;, health and safely oode:
enyirenmental reguiremeants; or brriied retnofi-
ting maasufes o imptove enerty aificiency
Although this work I8 gude often an impartant
aspect of presarvation projects, it s usally nat
part of the overll process ol protecting,
stabilizing, consarying, of repainng character-
defiming features. mther, such work is
assessad for (is polential negative impact en
ihe landscape’'s characier. For this reason,
particular care must ba taken nol 1o ohscure,
damage. or desttoy characler-defining mates-
als or features in the process of undertaking
work {o mesl code and energy requiremants
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