

































































this photograph (circa 1920), the Noble Fountain was in its
-iginal location. The Reservation's office faced Central Avenue.
aved walkway provided access to the building. A low hedge
dered the sidewalk. Two magnolias (extant in 1990) occupied the
thwest corner of the building site. The magnolias grew
oximately four feet from the edge of the sidewalk.
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i The rear of the new Administration Building historically had a

ST

lower grade, Four strps provided access to the back door of the
building.
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During the summer of 1937, the park staff neared completion of the
temporary landscaping at the Reserve Avenue entrance to the
Promenade. A concrete path lead from the wicinity of the fromt

steps of the Administration Building to the driveway (lower left).
A gravel path formed an "L" at the base of the wooden steps that
led up to the Promenade. Two street lamps on Reserve Avenue marked
the south boundary of the park. Curbs edged the driveway.



In this photograph, circa 1939, the landscaping for the temporary
h end of the Promenade was completed.

. design solution for the sout

— The opposition of Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes to the
construction of a formal promenade delayed work on it for two
decades.




The corner of and Reserve looked like this
lights marked south edge of the park.
Hospital loomed above Bathhouse Row.
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In this 1947 photograph, the length of the vista looking from the
Administration Building south to the railroad station was evi t.
The length of this vista meant that the entrance to th
Administration Building was visible for four blocks. This put
increased importance on the appearance of the Administration|
Building and its grounds. The building was the terminal feature
of this city vista. Although the plaza that the National Park|
Service constructed was smaller than originally proposed, it added
an impressive aesthetic element to this portion of the city. The
Eastman Hotel on the left and the bank of commercial blocks lining
the right framed this vista.



In 1947, the border hedge along the walkway from Reserve
the Administration Build existed. By 1952, it had been
The original photograph of this image also showed the distinction
between the exposed aggregate concrete in most of the plaza and the
smoother, brushed concrete at the outside edges adjacent to the
granite curbs.
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discourage fence-s rol access to the grass behind

the bench. At this time no ivy had been planted.
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In 1952, the jug 1 (not wvisible in the photograph) sat at
the edge of the curb. The walkways had no hedges borderi

All of the walkways were paved. The tufa boulders were in evidence
by this time. Some vegetation grew at the southeast corner of the
building where none had been planted earlier.




In this photograph taken during the early 19508, some of the

broader ideals of the 1930s designs remained strong. e siting i,‘,_
of the Administration Building continued the consistent setback of £
the Central Avenue/Bathhouse Row landscape. The placement of the
Administration Building so close to the Lamar Bathhouse (center)
created the open space along Reserve Avenue that turned the corner
and emphasized the southern end of the promenade. Although not all
of the designers’ dreams were realized, the overall concept was |
successful. The design turned the corner and accentuated the

promenade with a formal, geometric landscape treatment.
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In 1952, the parking lot was quite small. The light pole adjacent
to the curb was a target for cars, so the park safety committee had
it moved. Vegetation between the parking lot and the Lamar
Bathhouse had taken hold. The landscape design along the fromt
elevation was simple and formal.
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The |completion of the south entrance to the promenade in 1957
finally provided a design solution to the long-unfinished project.
Although this design varied from the 1930s pro’msa‘s, some uf the
elements in the 1957 promenade had been
proposals. Among those are the com t"l‘l"l of g rs, r_te
|use‘of:a fountain as a focal terminating feature, and the use of
|'a felatively formal paving surface.







By 1963,
adjacent

a4 new entrance sign marking the corner



:In 1939, the walkway from
the entrance to the edge
of the driveway was paved.
Hedges gave strict borders
to the walks. Larger

marked key i

The landscape had

straight lines. The only

groundcover other than pave-
ment was grass.

Circa 1952. By this time

no change had occurred in
paved and gravel walkways.
Two of the walkways directly
in front of the building no
longer had hedges. A bench
remained north of the Noble

| Fountain under the magnolias.
| The area retained a manicured
appearance.
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