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INTRODUCTION

The overview of this region is best orzanized in five sequences as follows:
{1} Pre-Archaic (ca. pre-7500 years B.P.Y; (2) Archaic {ca. 7500 B.P_to ¢a. 1500 B.P.),
(3) Late {ca. 1500 B.P. to ca. AD. 16304348 B.P.}, {4} and Proto-Historie (ca. A.D.
16300348 B.P. 1o A.D. 1811/187 B.P.) and (3} the historic peniods inciuding: (a) Fug
Trappers, Oregon Trail , Hydraulic Mining {A.D. 1811 10 ca. A.I>. 1879); (b)
Homesteaders (A.D. 1880 to ca A.D. 1927; and (c) Fossils, A.D. 1928 10 A.D. 2000).
There is only scant information about Amenican Indians for the latter bwo Historie
periods. Table | (page 4) orlers some basic 1enms helpfl 1o understanding the ioeal

archaeological sequence.

Pre-Archaic Period

The century when people first arrived in (his area is stilf being rescarched.
A linuted number and amount of excavation recoveries from rock shelters and caves,
meluding a few scraps of bone, stone, and/or charcoal are oftentimes cited 1o stpport an
age of 1410 15 thousand years age (Gruhn, 1961). Dates that old are certajinly known
clsewhere it the Americas (Grayson, 1993). However, lacking appreciable amounis of
data, most regional archaeslogists are more comforiable with evidence that dates from
three o four thousand years younger {Butler, 1986; Aikens and Madsen, 1986; Cressman,
14986; see also Jennings, 1986). There are 2 number of recoveries of archacological data
lrom southern [daho, eastern Gregon and western Utah that, taken curnulatively, sasily
can piace native people in a vaoety of settings/lifezones berween 10,000 and 11,000

vears BUP. {see tor a summary Grayson, 19933,
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The climate between 11,300 B.P. and 7,500 B.P. zecms o have bes
comparatively more meist and cooler than today {with a stight drying and warnling trend
throughout}. As aresult, 1t has proven difficutt to predict where the archeeological
evidence ot that age might occur, and particularly where to find those remains that might
exist at the "older” end of that time span. Many "ancient" remains scem to correlate to
higher terraces, extinet bogs/marshes, ephemeral steams, small springs, and to now

hanged vegetation margins/zones. Those are not well understood in this ares and. as a
resudt, today's nverside landscape usuzlly proves o be misteading when trying Lo predict
the presence of ancient ambush or compsites.

The carlicst recognized local evidence apparently comes via the Clovis
culture, or at [euast a local variant of such. These people arc best known for making
several types of large "fluted” projectile points, known as Clovis points, and then by a
variety of other, atso often beautifully crafied stone (and bone) tools, The Clovis Culture
has beci well dated throughout North America at 11,000 o 11,500 vears B.P. The most
commen food association Jor Clovis was mammoth. The Simoen cotlection, one of the
best known Clovis collections in Amenca. was uncarthed on Camas Pratrie about 45
miles north of the Monument {Woods and Titmus, 19835

‘The Clovie Culture's chronelogical successar, the Folsom Culture (and
characteristic (uled point) 15 also thought to have had a sirong preference for big game
bunting {at 10,400 to 10,200 B.P.), espceially the giant bison (see Butler, 1978, for a
discussion of Clevis and Folsom in southem Idaho). Folsom materials are not vet a

common find i this segment of the Snake River Plain.



Isolated Clovis spear points have already been found in the desert, 60
mitles south of Hagerman Valley as well as 30 miles upstream, on an elevated river
icirece near Twin Falls. Many more occur in prvate collections and need to have their
place of discavery decumented. Several izolated Folsom points have also been found in
the desent to the south and others on river terraces located dovwnsiream, near the westom-
most edge of the Snake River Plain {see Meatte, 1990 for a summary). The best evidence
for either a Clovis or a Folsom occupation in the immediate vicinity comes from just a
few miles upstream, where a classic Clovis point and other [hited and noa-fluted poims
shown n Figure 1 (page 7) werc among the stone and bong ools cxposed near Crysial
Srnngs during some construction work. v appears the teirace was once used as a
lerparary campsite by sonte late Clovis or early Folsom people (Murphey, 1985b;
Titmus and Woods, 1991). Whether or not other high werraces in and ncar this study area
have Clovis andior Fotsom material is certainly worthy of Further expleration.

{nterestingly, the span ol time from Clovis o Folsom marks the
apnroxumaie era that many of the megafauna spectes such as mastadont. zround slaths,
novse wnd other species went extinet. Archacological evidence does not cxist w implicate
humans as ihe cause of such extinciions, but they may have added 1o other
environmental pressures.

Far more commen than Clovis and Folsom materials are carly sites
characterized by stemmed spear points. These styles may have first derived {rom the
Clovis Culture, Aliernatively, the Clovis/Folsom and stemmed spear manufacturers may

vopresent two contemporary butl independent cutrural iraditions (Brvan, 1980%. People
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using stemmed spear tips (and the various associated lanceolate point sivles) shown in
Figure 2 {page 9), inhabited small camp sites and/or re-tooling stations in zrcat numbers
in the high desert country located south of the Fossil Beds {Murphey, 1983a: Mumphey,
19774, Bowers and Savage. 1962), [n addition, one extraordinary site has been found
and reperted just a few miles upstream. It involved a single (female) burial in the crest of
a hrgh lerrace overlooking a small creek that nearby enters the Snake River. The burial
was radiocarbon dated at 10,675 B.P. and was associated with a stemmed point, a needle
or nairpia and the bone of & badger (Green. e @/, 1998). Skeleral analysis suggests this
Palgo-Indian woman ate a iol of meal, a surprising amount of fish, and that bot may
have been regularly processed into some type of pemmican (Green, er al ., 1998),

Just east of Lower Salmon Falls, a few carly stone wols were also
recovered from the lowest excavation jevel of the Crutchfield archasological site
{¥urphey and Crutchfield, 1985}, Those items dated by obsidian hydration at 7,350 -
7100- B.P. Ong stenmed point site (10-TF-1318) has been recorded at the northem part
ot the Fossii Beds (see page 10). [n addiien, four isolated fragments of stemmed points
Lave been collected at the head of a draw entering the valley north of the Monurment and
ancther classic stemmed point has been collected on the Monument. Cumulative, these
matenals might indicale huntng or scouting of big game, perhaps as that prey entered the
nver valicy for water or shelter, It is not ¥et understood where these "hunters™ imay have
camped in the vicinity of the Monument. In any case, the fact that there arc so many
stermicd point sites directly to the south warrants careful study for additional sites on the

MMonwmem,
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A PRE-ARCHAIC SITE : 10-T. F. -1318

A gparse 40 x 20 m. lithic scatter exposed aibng the adge

of a small ridge-like terrace that extends toward the west
side of Snake River . Al lithic reduction stages are shown

by local btack ignimbrite and thers are alsc a few flakes

of sifica and basalf . Also in evidence was a small cooble
showing man - made scratches and then a reworked WINDUST
point. The current evidence seems to have eroded out of a
buriecd deposit . Test excavations are needed o getl specific

informaltion
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A "far-Thung similarity” between stermuned spear point styles is thought to be noticeable
over mich of the Great Basin and Columbia Plateau arca berween 10,500 and 9000 B.P.
The intluerce of the Platean apparcntly then begins to Jessen by ca. 9000 and regional
diversity is obvious by at least 7500 B.P. {Cressman, 1986). Subsequently, the chipped
stong styles and {zatures found in and around Hagerman Valley are those considered to
represent Great Basin Archaic populations/people (Murphey and Crutchiield, 1985). The
Archaic settlement and subsistence stratezies seem to have becn in response 1o a slizhtly
warming climate and the cconomy was one oriented 1o the exploitation of a diverse foad
frase, cluding the processing and storage of large amounts of secds and other plant

fouds as noted on Table 2 (page 12) {Mearte, 19903,

Archaic Period

During the Archaic perod, settlement patiems include rock shelters, apen
canips, and various task-specific sites. There is also a noticeable move 1oward winter
sedentism in and near the river valleys, including the censiruction of thaiched pit houscs
by at legst 4,600 10 4.400 vears ago (Green, 1993). Claborate cemeteries occumred in
association with masses of grave goods on the far western Snake River Plain between ca
3900 and 3400 B.P., but are not kniown as far east as the Hagerman Valley (Pavesic,
1983). Some of the caves found in the “lava bads” just south and east of Hagenman
Valley indicate that by at [east the mid-part of the Archaic Period people possessed a
remarkably diverse (ool it (see Table 3, page 13), inciuding chipped stone cutting,
scraping, and piercing items. baskerry, cordage, bone needles, antler ice picks and various

arcund stone tools (Gruhn, 1961; Hendrickson, 19973 The Archaic folk also
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TABLE 3.

inferenge Chart Based on

Archmagslogl

MATERIAL CULTURE-

g2l and zibrnocrarhic Studies,

CATECORIES FUNCTIONS
Sasketry Cellecting, gathering
(Stewart 1938:32-33)
Aiface Butcrhering and plant knife :
{¥elly 19832:81; Stewart 1838:33:32}
Biada-flakxe tool Varisd cukting {Lowie 1209:174)
b
CTeramic shnerd{s) Cocking-carrving vessel
{Zbeward i9353:1532, aa, 1&87)
Choprer 2one/Woed cleavage
gt any

ard 1%£2:23Z2, 282)

Dxills, awls

Clothing manuiacture
(Spier and Sapir 1230:88)
Hasxetry or coxdace making

Ly

tone teool making (Malouf 18521:37)

’ Tlakes Tool manufacture and repair
iZiljekiad 1957:15, 37, 58}
larmerston Raw materizl and bone breakage

{Etewart 1929, 1%41; Malou® 1951:28)

Mortar, Pegtle, Manc

Plarnt focd preparation
(Bteward 1938:32; 1941:287)

Hets Fabbkic, fish and fowl catching
(Stewarc 13938:2B-39, 82-83, 167)
Pegs-n-Cordage Trapping (Steward 1941:229%)

Frgjectile points

Hﬁnting gear {(Stewarxd 1538:35-38)}

roughouts, bianks,
CoOTres

Tool source (Spinden 1508:7184)

Scraper

Hide working (Lowie 1924:227)

Shait straicktener

Hunting preparaticn
(Steward 1941:237, 290

. *Materia® culture categories found on the Western Snake Regicn
(A Murphey, 1%85a; Meatte 1990).

es 1%82; Plew L582;
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suceessiully hunted mountain shesp, deer, bison. and etk with rhe 2id of an mgenious
spear thrower, e atlatl,

Archaie hunters first tipped their spear shafls with sternmred and indented
base points (named by archaeologists as the Pinto and Elko Eared/Gatecliff styles).
Soomn, those points were joined by the other classic Archaic point styles as shown on
Figure 3, page 13 (by the eardier Humbe!dt sivles, Etko comer-notched, and Morthern
side-notched). All have been recoversd in a vatiety of contexts in Hagerman Valley and
n1ost have been found 4s isolated finds on the rim of the Monumeni. Archaic campsites
1ot submerged by the Lower Salmon Falls reservolr appear 1o be uncominon on the
Monument side of the river. One examtple is 10 T.1. 1034 (sec page 16).

One of Idaho's first archaeologists quickiv recognized some fundamental
differences betwveen Archaic Period settlenient patterns and projectile point type
frequencies reported on the north and south halves of thae Shake River Plain (Swanson,
1972b}. Much of that differcnee is now explained in terms of simitar groups of people
explotiing varied andt changing food resource patierns, buth ared’s foods perhaps
reflecimy the wiluence of elimatic change, Qne fact o the initial premise still

CONMUALES {0 ring very true however, there was detiniielv a much heavier Archaic Period

use on the Snake River Vallew's north banivterraces then on the sowth bank/terraces in the
area between Shoshone Fulls and downstream through this vicinity, and to the Glenns
Ferry vicinity(and perhaps {urther downstreain) (see Swanson, Tuohy and Bryan, 195%;
Ostrogorsky and Plew, 1979; Moe, Eckerle, and Knudsen, 198(k Moe, Sappington and

Eekerle, 1980; Butler and Murphey, 19824, 1932b; Muphey and Crutchfield, 1985;
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AN ARCHAIC PERIOD SITE : 10 -T. F . -1304

A small campsite on a ridge of land between an unnamed gully
to the north and a large draw to the south . Cultural material
includes firecracked rock , musse! sheil , debitage , a few bits
of a brown/tan ceramic , and two projectile points [ Gatecliff

and Humbolt ) . This site may represent a singie nse
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Murphey, Freeman and Bowler, 1993). People were deing mest of their camping on the
narth side of the river,

Two smatl ereeks nonbicast of the Fossil Beds have already Lad sinall
campsites with house floors excavated by archaeologists. Cuts made by construction
work at some of the larger springs at ihe north end of the valley also seem to indicate pole
and thatch houses being hutlt in these settings dunng the Archaic {Murphey and
Corehhield, 1935, Pavesic and Meatte, 1930). In plan view, the excavated archaeologieal
evidence of an Archaic Period house is 4 4x3m to 2x3m depression, with
post holes, and a [loor excavated to anly a 13 1o 30 cm depth {Pavesic and Meaue, 1980,
Murphey and Crutchfield, 1983} Some house floors exhibit hearths {and cache pits
nearby) and some of the marging have a rather vandom scatter of rocks just otgside the
flp. enthier from activity related to the digging and clearing of the floor, or merely part of a
2b bunking around the rim. Other houses have a more dehiberate placement of rocks
“around the perimeter to anchor the supersiructure: andfor its covering (see Aikens, Cole
and Stuckenrath, 1977; Cressman, 1986). Circular-shaped pit houses appear to have been
tvpical earlicr, from 4660 w 1300 B.P. (Green, 1993}, One possible cxample has been
located on the Monument and needs test excavation. Twao slightly more rectangular and
slightly deeper houses are known to ocour in isolated settings, near rapids, at or near the
lime that pole and thateh structures become increasingly popular from ca, 700 w ca. 1300
B.P. {Busler and Murphey, 1982; 1983; Green. 15930,

The two shove-mentioned houses found isolated at Bancroft Rapids and at
Kanaka Rapids were first taterpreted in ight of new people migrating {nto the area

(Butler, 19E6). Their setung 1s not unlike the southesst and northeast arcas of the
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Monument, and researchers should deterntine if comparable houses might be found in
those places. Still, whether those houses and a variety of other material culture 1caits
deveioped locally in response to unigue factors of eulture and ecology, or were brought in
from elsewhere, actually remains very open to study. Perhaps no situation exemplifies
this problent as well as rock ad and its relationship o the Shoshone migration issue.

A study of petroglyphs and pictographs conducted along this segment of
the Snake River {and in the desert fust to the south) suggests that petroglyphs emerged
associated with hunting blinds, about 2000 vears age or slightly carlier {Murphev, 1994),
Recent archacological data from ceniral-to-ezstern Idaho (Bolmer, 1990 and from
gastern Oregon CAdkens and Witherspoon, 1986) alzo suggest that the ancestors of the
ethnographic Shoshoneans cutered the area during the middle portion of the Archaie,
about 3500 to 4000 years age. This interpretation conflicts with eartier suggestions that
Shoshoneans entered the general arca $000 vears ago (Swanson. 19722} or that they came
inte the reglon only about 1000 vears ago {Lamb, 1958),

Some archaenlogists sec the Numic (or Shoshencan) expansion issue us
also beng tied 10 the demise of the Fremont. The Fremont culture had zrown oul of the
end of the Archaie into a hunting and gathering society fumiliar with horticulture. The
Fremonts' homeland was the westem half of present day Utah. Some scholars, inciuding
the author, [urther befieve the Fremont had an infleence on the present stady arca, hefore
they either became, were replaced, or were assimilated by various Shosheneans in their
homeland vWarwaer, [986; Talbot & Wilde, 1989; Sims. 19903,

The presence of Fremont culture in and around the Hagerman Valley has

begn a matter of some debate {Butler various; Plew various). No discemible, tone-term
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Fremomnt occupation has ever been shown, although the presence of certain Fremont-like

trratts, including a specific fine-grained pottery style known as Intermountain Ware, a few |
classic Fremont pottery shards, some cotled basketry. stone balls, figurines, and certain
arrow point styles have not been adequately explained either (sze Butler, 1981, 1983). '

A few pictographs and a lesser number of petroglyphs in the region,
including a ligure on Billingsley Creek and a mask motif with a shield-figure at Upper

Salmon Falls clearly point at some sort of a relationship with the Fremont people
(»urphey, 1994). Perhaps in that case, it was mergiv a rading relationship that was at its
strongest just o the next period {see Murphey, 1994), Avany rate, the “Fremont’
stiuation is cenainly not made any more clear by the fact that there is also some diy-wall
masonry in the region and in Hagerman Valley (e g, Murphey and Crutchfield, [ 985},
Tnat masonty is probably Shoshone iy origin but it may iall conspicuously within the
unie frame of the greatest eva of westward expansion for Fremont Culture {Talbot and
Wiide, 1989} and perhaps it alse occurs a1 the 1ime of the strongest presence of Fremont-
like traiis in Whis region (ca. 750-930B.P.) (Mwiphey, 1985a).

In general, the case for Frement "visits" scems 10 have s best evidence
just to the south and southeast of Hagerman Valley {see Murphey 19854, 1991_ 1994 for
some [Fremont-hike evidence}. So, if Fremont groups did come o the Hagerman Valley,
at least to {rade, then they presumably amved on the Fossil Beds side of the nver. Thus,
south-side campsites of Fremont age need to be scrutinized with an eye for diagnostic
Fremont matenals. Matenals of that age may also have relevance another major
proéiem, salimon Gshing and specifically when salmon became a principz] pan of the

local food sconomy.



The absence of salmon remains and tackle during most of the Archaic is
puzzling {Meatte, 1990). Salmen were plentiful enough to be taken in [Hells Canyon by
7230 # B0 - 7190 = 1335 vears ago and thev were also apparenily being used as somc of
the lood base at Givens Hot Spnings near Marsing by 4200 years ago (Meatte,1990).
saimen are not documented unt) far laser elsewhere in the region, however. For
example, in the unee salmon- fich Boise Valley, there is ondy a single excavated salmon
mone (2090 = 30 B.P.} and a ner sinker (1410 = B.P.} for ane rich site (Webster, 1978),
and then what may be {ish spear ips and non-salmonwid bones at another (between 7%0
Lrand 1110 2 90 B.P) (Sappingron, 1982, Thus, the regional evidence suggests
people khew some about how to take fish by at least late in the Archaic Period. Heavy
salmon fishing aclivity didn't apparently take hold until sometime later, however, and that
date is from 9¥0 = 30 B.P. through 530 2 180 B.P. at the Three [sland Crossing site near
Gienns Ferry (Gould and Ptew, 1994),

Aldthough cxact seasonul idemities for ali ihe excavated sites could
complicate the picture, the current archaeclogical cvidence relating to the exploitetion of
satoron i and arownd Hagerman Valley sesms 10 so far fit with what has been reponted
tor Bawse Yalley, What appears to be one of the alder sites with fish remains, 10-GG-
273, produced only non-salmon fish bones, although milling ftems and musscl shell weee
also inevidence at ca. 1450-1254 B.P. {Butler angd Murphey, 1983). A site with sote of
the best "salmon evidence” in the region, 1{-GG-1, 15 located just & lew miles below
L.ower Salmon Falls and its excavation produced only a few non-salmen fish bones. a
variety of other animal bones, milling items, and a very laige and apparently ever-

ncreasing pumbier of salmon remains slacting in 1140 = 120 B.P. and then contiuging
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inlo the Historic Penod {Plew, 1981). Immediately across the river, a component at 10-
TF-352 was thought to dale slightly carlier at 1350-750 B.P. and it produced mostly
salmon remamns but also quiie a few non-salmon fish remains in association with rabbi,
deer, and possibly cven seeds {Plew, 1981}, A contemporary component on the lower
end of Riley Creek, 10-TF-352, produced onlv one salmon bone, shell, milling items,
some large and a vapety of sinall animal remains {Pavesic and Meatte, 1980; Landis and
Lothson, 1983}, Another site similarly locaied on lower Billingsiey Creck. 10-GG-191,
included a few non-salmon and salmon bones in a 620 = §0 B.P. assemblage that also
produced nulling implements and small and g gsame fauna (Murphey and Crutchiield,
1983). Thus, the inference might be -thai mere iniense salmon fishing grew o of a fess
focused use of (ish sometdme around 1000 yvears ago. When the fishing became a more
imperiant focus, the peaple artived at Upper and Lower Salimon Falls in great numbers.
Archaeological site forms indicate that the majority of sites in the

Monument adjacent to the Lower Saimon Falls Reservoir may date from near and afier

the end of the Archaic Period. This suggests that small sites have the potential to provide

season of use, economig, and tepaporal data that is important ta understanding how, when

and why the vicimity of Upper and Lower Salmon Fails developed into a major fishing

location. A research plan needs 10 be developed for this imponant work. When inlensive

fishing does stan, people are apparcntly coming to the Hagerman Valley from both narth
and south, thus siies found on the bank of the Monument can probably help define that
emergence, Cumently, we only have Muphey's {1994) gbservation that the mmial use of

amajor fishery on the north bank at Upper Saimon may have started afier 1500-2000

B P, with heavy use starting via Rosespring and Eastgate bearing people {ca. ! 300-1000
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from 30 10 30 feet with considerable accuracy, however, the bow and arrow effecrively

doubled that runge. This new technology dramatically increased the capability 1o select

targers and successfully procure meat. 1t is archacologically marked via the emergence of

arrow pomts shown in Figure 4 (page 24), named Eastgate, Roscspring, Desen side-
netched, Cottonwood, and Bliss (Hofmer, 1986). An example of such sites on the
Monument are HAFQ 97-A35 and HAFO Y3-1 (see page 25). Qther hallmark
characteristics of the Late Period are flower-pot-shaped pottery, cache/siorage pits (some
stone and stone siab Jined), and numerous ypes of other tools and decerative items (see
Plew, et «if, [987, Murphev and Crutchiield. 1985). Pictographs and mostly petroalyph
siles with a great aumber of panels and covering large site areas are occutring by the Late
Fetiod in the greater reglon to the north and distant west {Plew, 1980; Cinder, 1976).
There is not much vock art reperied for 1lagennan Valley or for the arca to
the south {Murphey, 1994), Howsever, a large petroglyph site lacated just a few miles
usstrewn from the Monument has been intempreted as marking a popular big game killing
site (ca. 1258 BP. - 308 B.P.) (Mumphey. 1994), Also early in this period. rack
alignments -- walls and blinds -- epparently start 10 occur on steep-sided peninsulas
nuing ont from the uorth canyon rim of Hagerman Valley (Murphey, Freeman and
Bowler, 1991). No such alignments are reporied for the south side, where an increased
but sttl comparatively small use is at first made of the riverside upstream from Salmon

Fails. Beginning somethime atier ca. 1000 years ago and lasting to about the stant of



= Pericd bow and arrow points. Botbtom row has two Eastgace
n =ard two Rossspring DoInEs. Middle row has three
1l type a2nd two Des2xC side-actched polnts. Top row has
Bliss poirts andé then two Cottenmwood points {(Murphey
, Murphey and Cubchiield 1585).




A LATE PERIOD SITE - HAFO 97-A5/ 93.-1

A small camp known as the Sand Dune SIiTE. This is a lithic
anc groundstone scatter located on the edge of a small dune
field. Generalized iocation iS up Yahoo Creak . about a mile
irom the downstream end of Upper Salmon Falls Cuitural
material and features included a small hearth or storage
pit . burnt bone | debitage , a possible bead » @ Desert side-
notched point |, two Rosespring points , cobble manos angd

8 melale . Current interpretation ig the hunting of rodents
and seed processing .
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the Histonie Penod, use of falls and rapids for north-side Gshing sites (i.c., Upper and
Lower Salmon Falls) may correspondingly increase as the south bank's site numbers
again decrease or arc at least nibmimal (Butler and Murphey, 19823, 1982, 1983;
Murphey, Crurchficld, and Bowler, 1993; Murphey. 1997).

There Is a single shield-fignre petroglyph known for the northside of
Lower Salmon Falls (Murphey, 1994). Another petroglyph site located on the north side
of Lpper Salmon Falls is thought 1o recsive its fiest glyphs as shown in Figure 5 (page
27% sometnne afier ca. 2O00-1500 B.P. and to then see re-use unddl just before the Historic
Penigd. The Upper Salmon site involves ten carefully selected boulders, most spotted and
same nearly covered with small, human-made pits. Several boulders also have shield-
figure mottfs and one has 4 natral vilva-shaped hole painted with ocher in addition to
sheeld-figures and the pits. Great Basin ethaographic data secms 1o siteyest
that the site resulted from a Shoshone ritual related o bringing or celebrating a vear's [irst
run o salmon al this ngjor spear fishing site (Murphy, 1997, see Lowie, 1909 for the
hislonc Osh celebraving corcmory),

Far whatever underlving reason{s), including the possibilities ol
increasing populations or the wse of altemare wintering sites away from the river valley,
excavations elsewherc in this region and at the Crutchfield siie seem to reveal a major
shift toward pole and ihatch house strictures of less substantial design after about 1600
B.P. Most of those homes seem to be hut-like and comparatively siall (3m®) after 700
B.P. (Green, 1993; Murphey and Crurchfizld, 1983). Some other changes may ulso

secur. For example, 1alus burials assotiated with projectile poims from this period
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ave been reporied and there are apparently some internments in small shelters also
dating {rom this penied (Bucy, 197 1; Murphey and Crutchfield. 1985). Simnifar
rockshelter intemments have been reported clsewhere in the region. those dating from
somictime between 1410 B.P. and ca. A.D. 1258 to ca. A.D. 758 B.P. {Webster, 1978;
Gruhn, 1960). Tt is not yet investigaled i he im rock along the north Monument
containg burials related to people using Lower Salmon Falls.

By 600 1o 700 years ago. dentalium shell from the coast evidences this
Vienuty's participation ip g vast trade nerwork (Muphey and Crutchiteld, 1985y, The
visiing of the major spear iisheries by people corning from the ontlying region also
zeems 1o be denonsirated by a chemical test of Lare Penod obsidian items collected from
the surface at Lower Salmon Falls. That sanple included regional obsidian sources
iocated at Brown's Bencl, Camas Praivie, American Falls, Big Southem Rutte (uear
Areo), and then also seme from Paradise Valtey, Nevada (Sappington, 1990). The
neighboring Cruichfield site also evidences use of stone taken from the mountains located
both north and south of Hagerman Valley by around 700 B.P. {Murphey and Crutchfietd
1985:136). Such stone gathering and veneralized subsistence trips taken to and from the
soulh mountains should have often taken families along or near the Fossil Beds, as a
major "ethnographic” era trail leading north-south along the rim of Salmon Falls Creek
(Steward 19381360

Robert Lowie (190%, 1924) and Julian Steward (1938) cathered
ethnogrephic information on this viciniy in the early 1900z and until the late 1930s
asking native people what they had been told about the "old ways of doing things."

These descriptions are our best look at the remnants of the older lifeways, Key 1o



mterpreting the archaeological record of the Late Period and to some degree the Proto-
Historic and Historic Periuds is the concept of scholars using the ethnographic record, by
way of analogy. as a comparative model for aboriginal lifeways and as a set poiat from
witich to trace cultural and material alfiliations back in time (see Table 3, page 13, for an
cthno-archaeelogical tool corrclation). It is believed that the following ethnographic
sketch has considerabie potential for interpreting aspects of the Late Peniod and Historic
Perind archacological sites in this study unit. For a cautionary discussion, read Gould

and Plew (1996).

An Ethnographic ¥odel

The ethnography of the Hagennan Valley invelves a faction of the Snake
River Shoshone {e.g, Steward. 1938), They reterred to themselves as Neme or Nigvi,
meaning "we the people” {Muiphy and Murphy, 1986). Talking of their past, the Snake
River people also dezscribed themselves as being the Asaiduta {Akartikka) (salmon
caiers), and Pra Avaidika (big salmon ealers) (Steward and Wheeler-Voeglin, 1974).

According to ethnographers, the local Shoshone could select from
hundreds of edible foods, inciuding various insects, plants, mussels, and various bird,
fish, and game meats (see Table 4, page 30). They Jeamed to eat anything, but most of
the time they did't wani to and didn't have to. In brief, it (s imponant 1o understand that
the local Shoshone had their favonite foods and they liked to camp in places where they
could take significant amounts and/or combinations of them. Both the proponents and

oppononis of the Shoshonean migration theory agree that the so-calied aboriginal
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ethnograplic iifeway differed from preceding periods in terms of resource emphasis and
that subsistence practices emphasized seed collection, roots, fish, and perhaps less big
garme than the preceding adaptation (see Betunger and Baumhoft, 1983 for an arzument
o1 the Numic spread as it related to resource use changes). Murphey and Crutchfisld
{1983) have suggested that the matenal <lement list of the ethnographic Hagerman Valley
The Shoshone correlate best with archacoloygical evidence dating after 700 = 80 B.P.

The lacal etlmographic-cra houses included a siight range of diversity that
was apparently rejated to the season oi use, projected degree of use, difficultics in
procuring umber, and e proposed duration of stay or reuse (see Steward. 1938). liousc
depressions daung fromy andsor after the Late Penod are known to occur on the jslands
tncated below Upper Salmon Falls, These show more varicty in shape than is tvpically
attnbuted Lo Shoshonean houses,

tust as their llouses were ot necessarily permancnl, so were the local
comumuattics apparently marked by constderable fiexibility in the comings and goings of
farmlics--to visit, to live with relatives, ov just 10 find different or better food. Like all the
ather Shusheneans, the Snake River Shoshone apparently feilowed a wraditional
"subsistence round,” onc in which they would move from food resource place to food
resouree zone in the proper scason. The ethnographic Hagerman Valley people
apparcnt v prcfel;rcd t0 502K thair food ntraditional ranees of 30 10 100 square miles, an
up-clevation spectrum which extended from the river valley to the higher peaks of the

mountams. They liked 10 winter in ihe river valley, or within six miles of such, hut

preferably at the srior so as to be near their winter food caches of salmon, plant foods,

and inzects (Steward, 1938} Most of the major cncampments were situated on the nonkh
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side of the river (now Gooding County}, 5o as to be near the best fishing places, and so as
not to risk zetting 1solated by high water and thus also away from the “big move” 1o a
"soctal gathering" at the root grounds of Camas Prairie that took place i late June or July
(Steward. 1938; Blythe, 1938; Murphy and Murphy, 1960; Steward and Wheeler-
Voggelin, 1974}

A camp could range from just a family-sized group up 1o no more than 20
to 35 individuals (Steward, 1933; Steward and Wheeler-Yoegelin, 1973). When local
economic conditions permitted, camps werg sometimes consolidated into winter villages,
e more popular locations of which follow (Steward. 1938, Murphy and Murphy, 1960}

Above the mouth of Sabmon Falls Creek -- winter village below ihe Sinking
Camvon

Satoron Falls Creek winter vijlaee near the mouth

Unpper Satmon Falls

Lower Salmon Falls

Sathunup winter village near the moutl of the Malad

Pazin:tumb winler viliage near the Biiss Bridze

Ototumb winter village near the Bliss Hill

Another movernent of camps into a congregation so laree as to resemble a

village could happen when camps decided to group together with others under the loose
direction of 2 knowledgeable headman to efﬁcicnﬂ;' larvest fish {Steward, 19381, This
could involve harvesting at one of the {carly) spear fishing sites. such as those located
Upper or Lower Salmon Falls, using the tools shown {n Figure 6 (page 33} but apparently

nrore ofien it took place at one of the labier scason weir. dam, or basket-trap Figure 6



The indians use a iong spear with
a barb fitting lcosely on its noint
When they spear the salmon the

barb immediateiy comes off , but
is attached by a cord to the fance §
and the fish is played about , untij
they can get near enough to kiil ,or .
throw it upon the shore (Theodore - RN
Taibot 1843 ) .

Fig. 6 Scme Shoshone fish -taking féa_rﬁiog? . Bottom photos are of
omposite harpoon tips and an associated reciever . Middie are three
bone tips found at UPPER SALMON FALLS . Top are two ethnographically
referenced harpcons and a saimon gig {Sheilbach 1867 , Meatte 1883 )



sies. These places needed considerably lower water fevels to be productive, thus they
were constructed and used later in the "fish" year (Gould and Plew, 1996).

Low water sti]] allows our viewing of rock walls refated 10 hbasket traps
and weirs or dams at a number of places just up and downstream from Hagerman Valley.
To date none have been recognized in the fver or in the crecks of the Hagerman Vallay
DIOPET.

Hagerman Valley grougs apparenily did net imply exelusive claims to or
the detense of all the local resources, but aeither did thev accord each other free and
equal use. For exarmple, the early spear [isheries and lower water fisheries which
required the construction and maintenance of weirs and scaffolding were apparently often
restricted untit the occupying people fad filled their winter food caches (Steward. 193
Murphy and Murphy, 1960; see aise Talbot, 1931; Berreman, 1937). On the other hand,
less productive fisheres were apparentdy readily shared.

While it cannot be doubted thal thers were scasonal and even periedic
shonages in the Hagerman area’s {ish runs (for an archacological discussion see Gould
and Plew, 1996}, overall it must have been @ reasonabty good life for a Great Basin
people (see Steward, 1938). To that end, Shoshone kinsmen from the south sometimes
came o the valley to trade, socialize, and fish. Among those groups knowa to visit
Upper and/or Lower Salman Falls were the Humboldt Shoshone communities known as

Twogivi yuvugi (Root Jeily Eaters), Tossawi (White Knives); Woneavadn vuyusi (Pine

Sitters) and Kiuviduka (Bineroot Eaters), all of wliin visited the headwaters of the

Bruneau and Salmen Falls Creek as part of their seasonal round (Stewarnd | 1932 Harris,
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1938). Other visitors included the Grouse Creek and Goose Creek aggregations known

as Tukad Ka (Pine Nut Eaters) and‘er the Tutwanair {Beiow or Bevend Peaple),

One of the mosi obvious rescarch problems associated with "visiting
Shoshone™ is comparabie to that posed earlier for the possible Fremont traders. !fthe
southern visitors came to the river early in the fishing season, then the archaesiogical
record might evidence temporary camps cstablished on the Fossil Beds side of the river 1o
wail out high water and/ar 1o fish less productive spots while "polite arrangements” with
the resident locals were worked out (Steward. 1938; Hamis. 1938),

During an exceptional vear. it may have hecn passible for a given
Shoshone family to survive comfoniably in Hagernian Valiey for nine months or more of
the subsistence year (see Murphey and Crutchficld, 1983: Steward, 19703, {tis not
clzarly relerenced how and in what seasons most of the other resources of this vallgw, for
=xample the creeks. marshes, and grasslands might fit into a heavy/growing use of the
Snake's salmon resource. It fuether scems logical tha li%e salmon, other native fish
should have alse been available to such skiiled fishermen as the local Shashome and. as
lisied earlier. archacology seaims 1o find such use in speciiic scasons of e yoar (see
Steward, 1938). Big game was aiso critical for protein, tools, clothes (see Steward,
1938} Deer could be ambushed in the desert to the south of the Fossil Beds {Steward.
1938} and winlter storms might have occasionally brought large herds of mounizin sheep.
anielope, and possibly even hison and clk right down to the bluff rirm. Small animals like
rubbits and manmots presented vanious trappings and encounter hunting opportunitics, as

did waterfowl and other game birds.
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All of the above listings have been archacologically recovered from Late
Penad archaeolowical deposits of Hagerman Valley (Pavesic and Meatte, 1980, Plew,
1981 Muorphey and Crutchfield, 1933}, Some of the hardest evidence 10 recover is the
supposed gathening and collecting of sceds. roots, leaves, berries and aiso inspects, eggs,
larvae, repuiles, and musscls (see Steward, 1938, 1941; 1970). Al this writing, no
biological examination of the residue left on milling items or search for other such data
(.., coprolites) has ever been undenaken tn the valley, That is key data. The “gathereds
aid collecteds” were reporiedly often a principal focus for the Snake River Shoshone
whtic people waited for the (irst anadromous fish to arrive {Stoward, 1938).

It 1s clearty the exploitation of salmon, however, that is fundamentai 0 a
nrore exact delincation of the date and extent of the aboriginai ¢ithnographic pattern, At
teast ustorically, the technology reportedly inciuded spears, harpoons, jigeling hooks,
hand nets, dams, weirs, and basket traps {Stewacd, 1938). Such a varied wechnology
obviousiy developed and continued to develop over ume, thus there shouig be an
archagulogical sequence of its appearance, expenmentation and expansion. To date,
archaealogical excavation has produced Little in tis Light, althoush velic collections from
Lpper and Lower Salmon Falls apparently do show considerable varety in fishing
harpoons and Nish spear tps (Murphey, 1997).

The firat few fish available to local Shoshone were the steethead that came
i March or April, then i May and continuing until June there were runs of Chinook, and
firallv, a big mun of Chinook usually camie in September and October (Steward, 1938). I
the first of the runs seemed poor, groups and familes might start "up-coumry™ or up or

dawn river
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Typically most Hagerman Valley Shoshone families sent away from the
river valley at mid-summer anyway (Steward, 1938; Murphy and Murphy, 1960). Most
would refurn in thme for the fall ish runs, bringing with them raw material for toals and
also food taken from the up-country, ail of which should show up in the local
archaenlogical records.

The meat of large animals conld be boiled in baskets or in clay pots, dried
in strps or broiled. Smaller animals were roasted whole in fires or earth ovens, dried,
and sometimes even dried and pulvenzed on metate. Small animal bones and fish bones
were somctimes ground and added to soup or flour. Many of the fish were eaten fresh,
others went into gruel, and others were 2ir dried and then stored in grass-lined cache pits
for future use (Steward 1940, 1941}, Likewise, the vegetable foods could be euten ruw,
heiled, poached or dried, and sometimes they were ground into a flour for cakes that
might also include ground bone, fish meat, reptile meat and even insccts {Steward, 1940,
19415 Lijjeblad, 1937; Walker, 1971; Irvine, 1897). Table 3 (page 38) shows some plants
provably used by the lacal Shoshone for food and/or medicine. Figure 7 (page 39 shows

another view of soine classic Shoshone ilems of culiural material.



SHOSHONZ MEDICINAT, PLANTS:

AsTer zelled root, eatan to Zacilitace
urintstlon
Surcock YOUNG XO0bs, ground inmto & salve for
Surns
| s . . -
|| Cattals 2ol mixed with Sat Zor & szlve
| ; - s e = 35 et
Chokeacherzy loner parxk, tea fox digrriaz
i _ . . - ;
Cosumpin roch, ground into a bhite woultice 1
Cow Fzrsnlio rooh, ground into disztetes/T. 2. tes {
— . . I
Zurly ook »zobs mashed and put con Scras ;
Junicer reacdlas, burned Zor Dzd drzams
Milkwsead rzots mashed for cuts; HSulcs for
NEETE ]
Moliein lezzves burned Lo relleve lung |
corgestLen ’
- o _ |
Na-sla roobs and ieaves, tsa for diarvhea |
Soico c=a Zor golds, coushz, f£rosthite ;
Flamptain lzzves mashed, Zor ;
nemcrriaces/dressing [
- £ - - I
mespli DYusn -g2ves aried, oum and tes for colds i
Roge ]";;s dried, tea for measlies and colds ﬁ
Szgesrush Iw:DlE plant beiled for fever tea
Sexrvice berzy izngr bark ground, diluted into ays ’
wash

Sour deck roocs mashed, poultice for swelling

Suntlower roob hoiled, tea drank for
ohysic/americ

Willow burned and ashes applied to sore eves

Yarrow tea for indigestion; mash on sores

A
- - a ] ] J
Yeliow Zvening Primrsse | love oobicn i

Information taxen £rom Staward (1938, 15

113
i
¥

n]
1
L



L

A b rbdTrTTTTY
+d m

i B
vl rr b

SR

7ig. 7 Some typical elements of Shoshone material cuiture : winnowin

basket , phragmites composite arrow ., fiower pot - shaped pottefy- g
mano [ mettate . Below is an 1872 sketch of Shoshone spearing fish a,i:'.‘E
Salmeon Falis . .
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Proto-History

In a1s vicinity, the Proto-Historic Period specifically involves the
varions evenls and impacts associated with the spread of squestdan {horse) culture into
thus portion of the greater region. 1t is at least theoretically possible that archacelogy
related to the appesrance, affect, and spread of equestrian culture exists in this study area.

With the arrival of the horse, presumably from the Spanisk Conguistador
stock, sometime between A.D. 1630 and A.D. 1700, the Shoshone bands living to the east
of Hogermman Valley, and specifically those hased on the eastemn fringe of the castermn
Suake River Plains reportedly sxpanded their setllement/subsisience possibilitics to
include jonung their Ezsiem Shoshone Kinstoen in Bison humting (and rziding) on the
~Northern Plamts, Aroand 1700 A.D. a group of about 600 Notthern Paiute from the area
ol westemn [daho/casiern Oregon joined she newly horsed Shoshone. [n just a matier of
vears mounted bands from the east were probably visiting relatives at the fsheries of
Hagerman Valley, The Shoshone/Bannock hotsemen were often shadowed by their
enemics and specificatly by the Blackfoot who. in addigon to adding funher strain on this
aren's food animal resources, probably alse captured some of the pedestian locals for
slaves {Muwrphey, n.d.).

By the mid-A.D. 1730s, the mability 1o find 4 sood trading pariner for firearms
had placed the mounted Shoshone at a serious disadvantage. as their enemdes had been
able to amass a great deal of fire power (see McGimmis, 1990). The years between A.D.
17350 and the stant of the Historic Portod at AL, 1811 also brought the mounted
Shoshone into conflict with sonte of the Plateau groups located north and west of the

Snake River Plains (Lowie, 1909: Anastasio, 1973,
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There is a good possibility that visiting Shoshone and Shoshone/Bannock

equestnans controlied some of the peripheral salmon fisheries in this area by AD. 1800
{(Murphyv and Marphy, 12600, In addition, marriage alliances and old fnendships should
have seen familics of horsemen visiting their pedestrian fiends. Documentation comes
from fur trapper joummnals that will be discussed in the next section of this report,

Elsewhere in the region, pictographs, cremation burials and tepee rings date o
this era {Murphey, 1994; Murphey, nd.). The best local archacological evidence las so
lar come from the Bliss stte. There has also been an unforunate amount of relic
collection at sites relating to the historic Native American use of this valley, however,
what specifically of that material is really Proto-Historic in age is hard o distinguish,

Sites closest 1o Upper and Lower Salmon Falls arc thought 1o bave the hest
chance of predueing Prote-Historie evidence, as noted on the following page (43). The
Monument needs to have a archeological rescarch plan developed to answer same of the
remalning guestons abows the American Indian culture and its develepment and change
over lime. Perhaps the Monuntent sites near the falls will provide the details necded to
better understand the degree of significance of the salmon fsheries. Most of these sites
are ikely now subtucrged by the Lower Salmon Fails Reservoir, necessitating and
underwater survev. In addition, an ethnograpnic study focused on the Fossil Deds needs

1 be vndertaken.
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HISTORIC PERIOD -~ THE FUR TRAPPERS

Fur trappers and mountain men lifted the veil of mystery from ihe regions
Far West and the Hagerman Valley provided a conspicuous setting for many iriporant
ncidents that were part of the quest for empire in the Pacific Northwest during the arly
days of exploration and fur irapping when the first attempts were being made to cstabiish
a westward routc to the Pacific coast. The Hagerman Vallev was part of the world of the
Paciiic Northwest, a world that was o expenence massive changes during the nineteenth
century. The regronal ustory of the Hagermean Valloy becomes ali the more compelling
and more relevant when the complex aspects of the culivral exchanges 1wking place
during the first half of the ningteenth cantury are exantined with this perspective in mind.
The impact that the fur trade had on the indigenous culiwres has vet 1o be fully evaluated.
It is evident, however, that various native cultures mmet, interacted, and changed as a
result. These duvnamices have existed throwshout history but the impacts of the
FuroAmericans on the American Indians [iving along the Snake River in the Hagerman
Walley at that ime would forever change ther cultures.

In marked contrast to 1he more forbidding aspects of the sumounding

Snake River Plain, the Hagerman Valley supportad several nverbank encampments of
native people who are prontinent in the early historic accounts. In addition 1o the
previousiy nated 1dent fication as the Jguidiha (salmon eaers) and Pig aguideks (big
salmon ealers), they also used KXo '@ agaideka (rap salmon eakers). They would hecome
known by names the Euro Americans assigned to them: the Shoshone, Bannock, and

Paiune {Steward 1938:165: 231-234; Steward and Voogelin 1974:14).




44

When the [irst CuroAmerncan fur trappers cxplored the Snake River Plain
beginming it the early 1800s, they chronicled scenes of traditional Native American
l:feways concerning styles of habitation, the taking of salmon, and trading activities cven
as they began to modify the region’s cultural landscape. The amnual sabmon runs brought
hundreds of Tndians 10 the Upper and Lower Salmon Falls where a combination of both
natwral and man-made obstacles made fish vulnerable 1o capmure. “This wonderful [ish
was 10 the tnbes , . . what the buffalo was to those on the Plains™ {Murphey, 1997,
Steward, 1938; Crittenden, 1954).

The Snake River natives had, over a millennia, developed a finely honed
way of life; during the early 1 800s, their way of life began undersoing unimagined
transformations as the Canadian and American trappers entered the Snake Country. The
vicinity of Upper Salmon Falls and the Hagerman Valiey provided the setting for some of
the earliest, mest vivid and detailed descriptions of Indian life on the Snake River Plain.
An invaluable and enduring legacy provided to posterity by the Haeerman Valicy is the
hody of ethnegraphic descriptions recorded by the various British and American visitors
to the arca before it was irrevocably chunged by subsequent conquest and settlement,

The Spake River Plain was seen as a vital trade comidor linking the
Missour with the fong sought alter River of the West, the mythic Northwest Passase, and
the markets of China., Alexander MackKenzie, in his inffucntiat account of the first
transcontinental crossing. Vopages through the continent af North America, wrote that *
Whatever road one follows, on leaving the shores of the Atlantic Gcean, one must join
tiwe Columbez in order to reach the Pacific Ocean; this iver 15 the line of comniunication

which Mature has traced benween the two seas . .7 (Rollins, [933).



=
L]

In fuifilling the dream of crossing North America, the strategic value of
the Snake River Plain lay in the fact that it occupied the only feasible passageway
between South Pass and the Columbia River {DeVota: Roflins; Utlev). The Haygenman
Valley, including the vicinity of the Fossil Beds was squarely situated on MacKenzie's
“line of communication which Nature has traced™. Between the years 1811 and 1843, the
Hagerman Valley was crisscrossed by many of the most celebrated trappers and mountain
men of the fur trade era; Wilson Price Hunt, Donald Mackenzie, John Reed, Alexander
Ross. Peter Skene Ogden, Jededizh Smith, Captain Bonneville, Kit Carson, and John
Fremont all became familiar with the area’s striking featuras such as the Salmon Falls
and the myriad springs and crecks of the Hagerman Valley.

The fuvorable natural environment of the Hagerman Valley had nrovided a
diversity of faunal and floral resources conducive o buman settlement, simple ceography
and historical imperatives made it part of an averue that permitted the United States’
continental expansion. The {ur trade was everywhere in the Wast, it was dynamic,
ruthless, and tlic competition was olien cutthroat in nature. The voracious appetite of the
iur teade required “a stone age economy that meant a vast new market-beaver gs comimon
as dut and the untouched Faither On to keep supplving it” (DeVoto, 1932),

These first adventurers were also agents of empire. rivals in a great game
of intrigue. trying constanily 1o take the advantages that would give either Britin oe
Ainerica possession of a vast monopoly over the Pacific Northwest.  “The progress of
discovery”, wrote former-Astorian and retired fur trapper Alexander Ross, “contributcs
nol a little to the enbightenment of mankind; for mercanlile interest stimulates curiosity

and adventure, and combines with them to enlarge the circle of knowledge. To the spirit
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of enterprise . . | civilized nations owe not onlv wealth and terriiorial acquisilions, but
also their acquaintances with the earth and its production™ {Ross, 1986).

In 1798, Alexander MacKenzie of the Montreal based Northwest
Company became the {irst EuroAmerican to cross the Nonh Amenican continent north of
the Rio Grande. MacKeanzie failed in his efforts to trace the course of the Columbia,
tnstead he wound up following the Peace and Bella Coola Rivers to the coast.
Nevertheless, MacKenzie's epie feat of expioration gave the Brivsh a sirong ciaim to the
Norihwesi that needed to be followed up with the establishment of irading posts. Fired
Dy vislons of a rang-continental British dombnated fur empire, MacKenzie wrote an
accout of lis incredible adveitures and discoveries in a book entitted Veoyages through
the Continent ef Nowtlh America. published in 1801, In his book, MacKenzic also
advocated 3 British ctvid and milutary estabiishment at Nootka on Vancowver Istand with
1 “subordinate” post on the Columbia. MacKenzie's hevoic (eat of exploration and his
passionate arguments fatled to win appreciable support among the British Ycadership
which waus becoming inercasingly preoccupicd with the Napoiconic Wars on the
European continent. Feyages was, however, avidly read by Thomas Jefferson who
passed it along to Merfwether Lewis who carried a copy fo the Pacific coast during the
Lowis and Clark Expedivon (DeVoto, 1947; Ambrose, 1996; Lavender. 1956). Rui it
was John Jacob Astor, more than Jefferson or MacKenzie, who came the closest o
actualiy creattig the vast trade nerwork armiculated by MacKenzie, Astor had made an
mmmense forune 1 the Great Lakes fur trade. dealing with the two British-Canadian fur
ziams. the Hudson's Bay Company and the North West Company,  Asior recognized the

portenious nature of MacKenzie's exploration and. realizing fiat if he did not act
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rmmediately, the Northwest Company's drive to the Pacific could very well resuit in the
British achieving total control of the vast resources of North Amerdca’s Northwest.
Astor’s grand scheme to fwrther expand his fur empire was comprehensive in scope and
bold in design. The plan’s goal was 1o occupy and trap the Columbia River and Rocky
Mountains; the logistics were staggerng, involving jand and sca transporation routes in
oraer to connect the Great Lakes with the Northwest, Russia, and China.  Astar formed
the Pacific Fur Company with his own meney and with a group of Canadian and
American partners embarked on the first endeavor o establish a fur trading post at the
rrouth of the Colunibia by sea and tand (Ross, 1986). St. Lours merchant Wilson Price
Hunt, a partner in Astor’s Pacific Fur Company, was appointed by John Jacob Astor to
lead the overland expedition while in Sepramber, 1810, Astor's ship, the Towgusn, satted
with men and supplies on an eventful and contentious vovage around the Hom. and via
FHawail, 10 the mouth of the Columbia, artiving in March 1811, At approximately the
same hrme Lhat the sca-bome Astonian were besinning o consiruct Fonl Astona at (he
Columbia’s mouth, the overland expedivon fed by Hunt and assisted by Donald
MeoKenne, Ramsay Crooks, and Joiin Reed lelt St Lowis for the Ankara Villages on the
Missouri with a party numbering sixty-five peopie. The Overland Astorians consisted of
French-Canadian voyageurs, American hunters, interpreter Pierre Doron, Jr., son of the

2wis and Clark interpreter Old Dorien, and Doron’s pregnant Iowa Tndian wife and two
children (Roellins, 1933; Ross, 1986; Ronda, 1990; Ulley. 1997),

Hunt kept a joumnai throughout the course of expedition and it was later

used as a source by Washington frving for the wrting of Asreria. Unforzunatelv, Hunt's

joumal has since disappeared; all that remains is an Enulish version of a poor French
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translation entitled Nowvelles 4nuafes (Brandon 1982:62; Rollins 1935:281-308).
Hunt’s account, thus preserved in Netevelles Annales and as recounted by frving.
describes a harrowing journey that was seemingly cursed with misforlune at almost every
nnm.

Originally, Hunt had planned to follow a course similar 1o the one taken
by Lewis and Clark six years previously, but after meeting up with three veteran trappers.
John Hoback, Jacob Rezner, and Edward Robinson, who had been with Andrew Henry at
the forks of the Missouit the vear before, Hunt's course was significanly altered.
Haoback. Regznor, and Robinson alerted Hunt to the dangers of bving to trave! thiough the
territory of the hostile Black feet and advised that the Astorians leave the Missouri at the
Arikara viliages, obtain horses, and cross the Rockies 1o the south towards the headwaters
oi the Yelowstene, In July, the Hunt party left the Astkara village and the Missoun
River with all their baggage packed on eighty-two horses. Now guided by ioback.
Rexnor, and Robinson, the Overland Astorians traveled westward to a tributary of the
Powder River in order 1o bunmt buffalo and gather an adequate suppiy of meat. From there
ey crossed through Crow titbal territory i the vicinity of Wind River: then southwest
to the Green River where the Three Tetons or Piiot Knabs marked the location of the
neadwaters of the Columbia's principal tributary-the Srle River, i was here that the
Hree former Henry men suggested moving on 0 Henrv's fort [ocated on the Snake's
north branch (Irving, 1967; Ronda, 1990; Utley, 1997}, Hunt detached four trappers to
start hunung beaver and the Astorians, now guided by Shoshones, strusgled on througi
the labyrinth-like wilderness of the Snake River's south branch which the American

irappers named e Mad River (Ronda, 19901, At some point during this phase of the
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ek, the Astonans entered present day Fdaho; Hunt's paniy cressed over 1o the Henry's
Fork of the Snake River and found the abandoned cabins and corrails built the vear before
By Henry's aien { frving, 1967 Ronda,1990; Ultley, 1997), Here they saw a stream
approximately one hundred yards wide, with a strong, westward current and, not vealizing
that 1t was a branch of the unnavigable fiver Huni's voveurs had just recently labeled as
“Mad’, decaded to “pursus our jowmey by water” {Hunt quoted in Rollins, 1933). Hune,

clieving that he had found a safe and practical access to the Columbia, had the
voyageurs start {elling cowtonwoads for canoes while another detachment of trappers,
including |eback, Reznor, Robinson, and Murtin Cass were sent off into the wildemess
0 rap.

On the 19th of October, Hunt left the horses with twoe Shoshone Indiang
that had recently attached themschves to the expedition and the Overland Astorians, now
numbering 33, consisting primanty of the Freneh-Canadian vovageurs and tncluding
Madame Darion and her two children, climbed into fiftecn canoes and pushed off inta the
curment of the Snake River (Rotlins, 1935). All of the pany’s hopes were staked on the
conjecture that the broad and placid waters of the Snake River would take thein to For
Astona at the mouth of the Columbia, It was g decision that, commented James P.
Ronda, ™ purt the Astorians on a collision course with suffering and death” [Ronda, 1990).

Hunt's canee vorne party made fast and steady progress during the first
days on the nver but as they progressed down the Snake, the river began to altetnate
bBetween being a smooth, fast “highway o the Columbia” and a treacherous, terrifying
course which courted disaster. Near the mowth of Raft River, the Astorians saw Indians

fshing alony the overbank, When Hunt went ashore and attempted to mest with them,



e remified Shoshone fled at the sight of the strangers; Hunt was able to trade knives for
fisi with one Shoshone, but “his fear was so ereat that [ could not persuade him 1o
tdicate by signs the route I ought to take™ {Hunt quoted in Rollins. 19335}

Linaware of ihe raptds and canyons still ahead of them, the Astorians
proczeded down the Snake in thetr cottonwaod canocs. Disaster struck with sudden fury
when, as Hunt tersely deseribed, “On the 28t [Ocrober], our journey was less tortunate.
After passing several rapids, we came o the enirance of a canyon. Mr. Crooks’s cange
was upset, one of ius men drowned, many goods were lost” (Huni quoicd in Rollins,
t33). Near the present location of the Milner Dam where the Snake begins s
immubiuous descent inta a spectacular canyoit. 1he canoe ¢arryving Ramsayv Crooks struck
a boulder, steaslnng the canoe and drowning Antoine Clappiite who was one of the
expedinon’s most experienced vovagzurs. Huont and his parly found themselves stranded
tn g basaltic canyon, along a rerrifying siretch of the Snake River that the awe-struck
Scottish Astorians gave the Celtic appeilation “Caldron Linn”,  Lost and bewildered,
Hunv and clerk John Reed spent the next several davs desperately scouting the Snake
River Canyon, only to find that the unmerciful nver continued its” course through a deep
canvon that proinbited furler travel by canoe. By now it was November and they had
oniy encugh {vod for five days, and as Irving described the omdeal “to Yinger in the vague
hape of relief . . . would be to run the nisk of penishing with bunger. Besides, the winter
was rapid!y advancing, and they had a long Jjoumey to nrake through ar unknewi country
... thay were vet, in fact, a thousand miles from Astoria, but fore and around them was
vagle and conpectural, and wore an aspect calculated to inspire despondency ™ (Irving

1967 od. 256%, Humt decided the party must break up im0 smaller groups and 1o 10 walk
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out, staking their hopes on finding {ndians willing 1o rrade for food and horses. Alier
cachitlg their supply of rade goods, the Astorians hrokz up iato three groups; Donald
*lacKenzie marched north with four men, Hunt ted twenty-two, ineluding the Derion
famiiy, along the north, or right, bank of the Snake, while Ramsav Crooks ook a second
group of iwenty along the south, or left, bank {Brandon, [972: Ronda, 1996; irving,

1967; Hunt quoted in Roliins, 1935).

On November 9, they set out for Astoria, with Hunt and Crooks following
paraile] courses along the Snake River Canvon. The next day, while Czook’s pany likely
waversed the Fossi] Bods as they foilowed the left bank of the Snake, Hunt's party tound
a wradl leading down to the river wherg they inet rwo Shoshones, These were the fiyst
idians Hunt had encountered since Raft River. One of the Shoshone had a knife thicy
had reveived drom one of the other Astorian parties. Hunt wrote that “one of them led us
0y o path that took s away tom the river. We crossed a prairie, and arrived at » camp ot
fis tripe”. the location of which Rolling befieved to be in the vicinity of Hagerman {Hunt
guoted in Rollins. 19335). The camp that Hunt visited was fairly popuious {or a winter
encamprisnt. witlt 4 nember of dwellings or lodaes shaped like “havstacks™ Their
hatauons were very cornfonable: cach had its own pile of wormwoond wt the door for
fuel. and within was abundance of salmon, some fresh, but the oreater part cured |
About thelr dwellings were immense quantities of the heads and skins of salmon, the best
part of which had besn cured, and hidden in the ground” {fiving, 1967). Hunt's bricf
account of this first ercounter with a band of Shoshone living on the north side of the
Snake River in November of 1811 is the earliest historic and ethnographic account of the
Hagerman Valley:

"The women fled so precmitatedy that they bad vot deme 1o t2ke wih them sueh of therr chidren as
coudd mot walk. Taey had covered them wath simaw When | iifed it 1o jouk at them. the pour hole
Sreatungs wers werror-siricken. The men rrambled with fear a5 thouen | had besn a ferocions anmad,

Fhey 2ave us o smzll quandty of deked fish which we found vers wond, and sold us 2 doa. One of these
andians went with ws, We were soon Dack orhe river, 1 owes bordered by their fenss, W Taied
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nearey. some fith men camse 10 see us. They were very civil and extremely obliging, The rver, us on
e previous dey, was interseciod by rapids. On the i 24y ! visted some huis an which was 2 larye
guaghy of salmon, These huts are of siraw. are shaned like ricks af gran, and are v asm and
comfortabie, We sgw. at the door, large heaps of sauebmush whicl serves a5 fugl, 1 bouzht o dogs.
We are une of them for breakfast. These ledians had good robes of bison skin, which, so they told me,
ey obtamed in cxchange for their salmon. Cn leaving them. we marched some disiance from a the
swer and erossed 3 simall siream {the Malad River]. Woe saw mounmains o the aorh™ {Hunt quoted jn
Aollms, 19335
Tust as New Perce generosity heiped preserve the Lewss and Clark
expedition on the Wieppe Pratrie in 1803, the Shoshone camped on the north bank of the
Sitake River in the Hagernian Valley provided Hunt's Overjand Astorians with food and
provisions ut 3 country that was otherwise destitute of game {Rolilins, 1935; Ross, 1986:
Ambrose. 19961, Some of the Shoshone bands on the nonb side of the Snake River were
apparently more prosperous than the bands living on the southem bank; the Shoshene had
garmems made from buffzlo and reponed seeing some horses which were a form of
wealth that had o be vigilantiy protected from roving war parties. Hunt had no
gpporiunity o trade for horses because their protective and wary owners “took wreat
paing 10 keep them out of our way™ {(Roilins, 1933} Hunt had more success in soiting
food while traveling the Snake River's north bank than Crooks pany which were on the
south side, when Hund and Crooks met ap near the present loction of Homestead.
Oregon. Crook and his twenty companions were on the verge of starvation, having
suithststed for the last ming days on “one beaver. a doy. a few wild cherries. and some oid
mockason sols . .7 {Crooks quated in Brandon, 1972,

The {verland Astonans persevercd. suffering much as they
crossed the Snake River Plam and foilowed the Snake River into upper Hells Canyon,
Before the ordeal was aver, the Snake would claim another of the Canadian VOVEZEUrS,
and Madame Daorion gave birth to a baby which died a few days larer. Hunt’s party
arrived al Astoria on February 13, 1812 while the einaciaed Crooks party appeared
several weeks later. The Overland Astonans were responsible for tracing the first route

between the Snake River and the Columilia that would lager become the southern 1daho
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section of the Oreson Trail

scetsh born Robert Stuart, who had gone to Astonia by sea oo the
Tonguin. made an even more significant contribution ro exploring what would hecome
the Oregon Trard than did Hunt. In June 1812, Stuart and five fellow Astorians lefi Fart
Astoria and embarked on an eastward trel to carry dispatches back to Astor in New York.
Stuart kept a jowmal which decumented Lhe overland journev of what Alexander Ross
called “This little, bold, and courageous party™ (Ross. 1986). Stuart’s narrative is replote
with detatled deseniptions concerning the Indian tribes, planis. and animals of the Far
Wost, 1is jounral which wes edized and annotated by Philip Ashton Roliins is considered
vne of the most important primary source documients o came out of the period of earty
Western cxploration.

From Asioria so the Snake River, Stuar: rraveled the samic route in
reverse that Hunt had used. Stuart zod party passed through the vicinity of the Hagermuan
Yalley and Lower Salmon Fails during the latter davs of August, a time of vear that
Stian described as “the prime of the iishing scason in this Country™ (Rallins, 19335,
These midsummer salmon rues were capable of (emporatily suppering fairly large tribal
gwherings in the Hagennan Valley and the Astorians had the incradible opportunity 1o
witess ithe Shoshone harvesting salmon during a mid-summer rup. The description
Stuart left us is of inestimabic value since he reported seeing “about 100 lodges of
Shoshoneas busily oceupied in Killing & drving Fish-" near Lower Safinon Falls {Rollins,
1933). Stoart’s account is afl the more cvocative and poignant now that the spectacle of a
salmon mn on the Snake River has, like the once vast herds of Plains buffalo, vanjshed.
The salmon were 1o the Indiuns at Salmon Falls what the buf¥alo was to the Sioux.
Salmon Falls was an established and aneient Native American fishing settlement when
Stuarr visited in J 312 (Chitienden 1934 ad.: 834). Stuart described in considerable
cthnopraphic detail some of the methods and 100ls used by abaoriginal fshermen o

Jarvest S salimon



. “The Fish begin to jump soor after suanse when the Indizns i 2eear numbers with
their spears swim ia, o rear the centre of the Falls. where some placing themselves
on Rocks & oabers to their middle in Water, dants on afl sides assail the Salmen, wha
stezghing to ascend, and perhaps exhansied with repeated offons, become an casy
rrev-WWith the sreatest facibity prodigious quamilies are slaughtcred daily and it mus
nave been from this place that the dead & wounded came which we saw picked up by
ihe starving wretches below: am completely at a loss to conceive why these {poor]
creamres do pot prefer mngling with their own nation at 1his immense fishing place
{(wiere a few howrs exermion would groduce more than a months lahour in their 0wy
way ), rather than depend on the uncertoinly of a Fish ascending close along shors or
carchikg a part of what few make thait escape wounded From these Falls. Their
spears are 3 small straizht piece of Elks Horn, our of which the pith is dog, des
enough o receree the end of a very long willow pole & on the pomt an anedicial beard
is made fast by a preparanon of Twine and Gum .. ene S2lmon in particutar leaped .
-« from the commencement ol the feam at the foot of the puach cdear over all the
Cascade which must in my opinion have been upwards of 30 feet” {Rallins, 19351,

Stuar and his men iraded with the Indians at Lower Salmon Falls
and then recommenced their journey up the nver and onto the hilly uplands overlooking
tie Upper Salmon Falls. possibly referring to the Fossil Beds. From this vantage point,

. Stuart could see the Upper Salmon Falls which he described as “considerable rapids™

{Rollins. 1953). As they leit the vicinity of Salmon Falts Creek. bound upstream for
Huni's caches, Stuart was joined by ~"Two Indizns, their Squaws & one child™ who had
five horses. These five Indians were also headed eastward and wanted to accompany
Siuwart’s party. perhaps seeking proteciion from any Blackizet war pariies thal might
attempl o steal their horses. Four davs later, Stuan and his pany were at Caldron Linn
and located the nine caches that Hunt had left; six of the caches had been opened but the
theee remaning caches stll contained dry goods, ammunition, and traps which the
Astorians took (Rollins 1935:111-113).

The remainder of Stuart’s crossing was franght with peni and
difficuity; the Crow stoie their horses, and they almost starved 1o death near Jackson’
Hole. B on the wav out of Jackson's Hole, they chose 1o follow an Indian trati 1o the

wisl of the mountains, instead of {ollowing Hunt’s trail which was to the north. This

. roate led 1o Stuarn’s accideatal discovery of South Pass on October 23, 1812 (Goctzmann.
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1966). The consequences of Stuart’s discovery would be momentous; South Pass was the
ideal passageway for wagons to cross through the Rocky Mountains and would become
“the hub of transpiravon in the Far West™ (Utley, 1997, Merk, 1978). Swuart's discovery
of South Pass was kept a company secret {or vears aficrward by Astor; it would be
Jedediah Smith’s 1824 rediscovery of the gap offering an easy crossing of the Rockies
that made the public first aware of “a passage by which loaded waggons can . . . reach
the navigable waters of the Columbia River™ (quoted in Utley, 1997).

What the Astorians saw of Indian life in the Hagerman Valley was
d less than pristine, aboriginal culture. By the carlv 17305 Blackfeet firepower had
pushed as many as 3000 to 4000 equestnan Northem Shashone and Bannock back onto
the Spake River Plain (Madsen, 1980} Many of tiese mounted Shoshone and Bannock
visited the fisheries ol the Middle Snake and in the process, brought their enemics with
them as well, The few horses seen by Hunt and Stuan mav have belonged to Shoshone
ar Bannocks visiting local Shoshone who were relatives, or the animals may have been
2his. According to anthropologist Julian Steward, the Salmon Falls Shoshone did not
bewin 1o adopt horses on any cxtensive scale untit the mid- 1840s (Steward, 1938).

Little did the Indians camped at Salmon Falls realize how rapidly
their world would change. Tn addition wo the threa of being kilied or enslaved because of
their kinship with the mounted Shoshone and Bannock. the Salmon Falls Shoshone were
cenfronted with a serious depletion of their food resources, For example. the herds of
horses brought in by the visiting Bannocks and Northern and Eastern Shoshone would
have grazed on the grasses that were an essential clement of the local Shoshone diet
( Murphey, 1998: personal communicaiion). It has long been slated that the Hagennan
Valley [ishermen continued to live without horses untl] the mid-A.D. 1840s. They werc
repontedly awite content with their old, tradiuenal life sivle {Steward, 1958).

Meanwinle, Astoir's fur emporium on the Columbia-Forn Aslona,

was dogged by a series of disasters. Alter deposiiing men and suppites at the mouth of



the Cohambia, Astor’s ship, the Tougnin, salled norh to Yancouver Island to trade with
the coastal trtbes. While anchored o1l o Vancouver [shand, the entire crew was
massacred and the shap blown up. (Ross, 1986: Irving, 19673 A fow months later, war
broke out between Britan and the United States. Fearing a British naval assault. Astor's
puriners sold Astoria to the Brinsh-Canadian North West Company. Since many of the
Astontans were Scottish or Canadian, most simply switched sides and went back wo wark
as “Nor Weasters”. The new ownpers of the post changed the name to Fort Gearge and
assumed what amaunted to virtual Brtish comrol of the Narthwest, bui the founding of
As10na as an Amertcan outpost would continue to provide the Untted States witl o strong
claint io the Oregon Country (Ross, 1986, [rving, 1967; Ronda, 1990, Nowman, 1957).
The North West Compamy launched the first of a series of Sitake
Brigades that systematically began wrapping the wibutaries ot the Snake River. For a time
herween the vears 1813 and 1821, “Nor Westers” pushed deep into the Snake River Plain
and bevond to the Rocky Mountains, dominating all of (he 'and west ol the Rockies and
north of the Great Saft Lake (Goetzmann, 1966%. Dogaid McKenzte, the massive 300
pound former Astorian that Alexander Ross called “Perpetueal Motion, led the first
expeditton to the Snake Country in 1815 lor the Nonbwest Company (Ross, 1961,
The first Snake Expedition consisted of filve-five frogquois, Abenaki, (fawalian, and
Frenci-Canadians, cquipped with one hundred and nincty-live horses. and three hundred
peaver traps (Ross, 1961; Goetzmann, 1906, Lavender, 1956}, Tor the beter part of three
vears, MeKenzice sent trappmg parties throughout the country between the Snake and the
Green nvers. MacKenzie passed through the Hagerman Valley 1n 1218 and may have
trapped in the vicinity dunng 1819 (Murphey, Freeman, and Bowler, 1993). The Killines
of three of Mekenzie's Hawaitan trappers in what 15 now southwest fdaho ts what gave
the mver there the name Owvhes which was then the spelling for Hawali (Ross. 1961}
His most natabic accomplishment was revolutionrzing the Nortivwest fur trade and he

sermnivly ranks as ene of the pertods most impottant explorers.
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By the time of MacKenzie's arrival it southern idaho in 1818, the
Indians on the Snake River Plain were gxpertencing serious threats to traditional food
resowees while simultaneously finding themselves living it a combination war 7one and
trade thoroughfare. MacKenrsie was forced to broker a peace agreement benweenr various
factions of Shoshone, Bannock, and Nez Perce before ke could set his traps in the Snake
Country {Ross). Meanwhile, Blackfeet war partiss roamed south-central Idaho at will,
From these early encounters, Native Amercans and the trappers became intertwined tn a
complex pattern of exchange. From the Indians, the fur wappers received guidance, food
and horses.  The impact that access o the white mans” manufactured goods had on
Indians was stayrering, The Indiang found that the whites had much that was useful.
Trade goods such as metal awls, fishhooks, knives. cloth. beads. bells, buttons, and brass
rings were very much in demand by the Indions. Firearms and tobaceo were atso avidly
sought by the Indians (Ross, 1961; White, 1993), Ia the final analvsis, i1 is not known to
what oxtent sucl treding proved o be gemunely advanrageous {or the Salmon Falls
Shoshore. Aceess to irade 2oods came with a slecp price; increased exposure (o
predatory foes, loss of food 1‘@3&1}?&5, and disruption of the traditional seasonal rounds.

The Snake Brigades made the Hagerman Valley a focal point for the
dramaiie cultural changes and the diffusion of cultural traits and matenals that
revocably afterad the Indian way of life. Several examples of such trade goods were
among the ttems looted by relie diggers from burial sites located near the east side of
Lower Salmon Falls {Murphey, Freeman, and Bowler, 1993). Many of those burials may
have been the result of epidemics caused by the various Jdiseases mntroduced by
EuroAmencans {Thwaites, 1903). The white-mans’ diseases had actually preceded even
Lewis and Clark by a hundred vears, Measles, whooping cough, smallpox, tubercuiosis,
and diphthernia ravaged Missourt River village tribes and epidenics also swept through
the Spanish settlements in California and the Russtan cutposts in Alaska. Former Idaho

siate archaeologist Tom Gresn bas csimatad that half of Moth Amenca’s indigenous



population died of European diseases before any Europeans saw them {Dietrich. 1995),
Indian populations living in constant and close contact with one another such as the
communal fishtng camps in the Hagerman Valley would have been especiaily vuinerable
0 the new discases introduced by ihe early i trappers (Kevser 1989).

Betwean 1818 and 1843, the United States and Britain made several
attempts, each tme without success, [o negotiate a panition of the Oregon Country;
during this time of uncenainty, a convention af joint oceupation was agreed upon, Under
the terms of jont occupation. the Orezon Country was open to traders and settlers of both
countries. Siuce ithe powerful North West Company had purchased Astaria, it was in
possession of the Columbia, I 1821, the North West Company and the even more
powerful Hudson's Bay Company merzed in order  end a trade war, The newly
combmed fur irade conglomerate kept the name and charter of the Hudson's Day
Carmpany and recelved from the Brtish sovermiment a menopoly over all Briush wrade in
the Qregon Country. In 1824, HBC reorgamized its Columbia Department. The
Beadquarters of the Columbia were movad from Fort George, formerly Astoria, and
moved iniand 1o a iocation decmed move strategic on the north side of Columbia near the
confluence of the Willametiz, The new Dase was named Fort Vancouwser and its [ew
chiet factor was Dr, John Mcloughlin, a man who would dominate the affairs of the
Cregen Country for the next two decades (Merk, 1975; Utley. 1997},

The Hudson's Bay Coempany also changed the way the Snake Country
Expedinons were conducted. making the brigades an instrumient of geopolitics as well as
economic gain, Realtzing that increasing American (ntrusions posed a cenuing threat w
continued British occupation of the Oregon Country berween the forty-nimh paralizl and
the Columbia River, HBC govemor George Simpson ordered that the Snake country be
stripped of beaver. “The more we unpoverish the couniny™ reasoned Simpson, ™ the less
Lkelihood is there of owr being assatled by opposition ™ (Uiley, 1997Y. Between 1832 and

V324 thiee HBC igades wore sent Gite il Soake countrs frem Flathead Post iy what is



now northeast Montana, Michel Bourdon led the 1822 expedition and Fintan MeDonald
[ed the 1823 Snake Bngade, Former Astorian and Nor-Wester, Alexander Ross was
given command of the third Snake Brigade. Ross kepr a journal and later wrots vivid
accounts of his adventures in the Oregon Country which were published in the 18405, It
15 because of Ross that we now have detailed and useful {irsthand descriptions of the
Snake Country.

Ross’s contnbution 1o the carly history of southem Idaho and the Snake
River Country is impressive. Ross’s brigade trapped the lower end of the Hagerman
ewice 1 1824 (Murphey, Freeman, and Bowler, 19933, 1t was Ross who named the
~lalad Raver at the noithern end of Hageyman Valley after most of bis fur brigade were
teken Ut while camped along the stream from eating beaver that had eaten water hemlock
(Ross, i936). Ropss was the first EuroAmerican to cross 1the divide between the sources
of the Big Wood and Salmon rivers and (irst 1o explore the Wood River Valjey (Ross,
1936). Alexander Woss also recorded 2n observation concerning ihie tmpact that the fur
trade awd the horse culture were having on the tobes, he wrote that in 1824 white in the
vicinity of the Camas Prairie, a Shoshone (or possibly a Bannock) told him that “We con
aever venture i the open plains for fear of the Blackfeel and Piegans, and for that reason
never Keen horses. 3ix of our people were kiiled last summer, Were we to live in large
bands, we shouid easily be discoverzd™ (Reoss. 19360,

It was at this ume that William H. Ashley’s men began canvassing the
Far West; the Ashley men were the fiee Amercan trappers who would become the
legendary * mountain men”. One of Ashley's men was Tedediah Smith who, in October
1524, mict up with Ross’'s Suake Brigade and proceeded o follow him back to the
Flathead Post. In essence, Ross inadveriently provided Smith with a guided tour of the
HBC's Rocky Mountain domain (Ross. 1936, Utlev, 1997, Guetzmann, 1966). Ross was
repiaced by the ruthless Peter Skene Ogden who led the Snake Brigades for the next six

Sy (Gaelzman, 19066,
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Sinith’s incursion into the British dominated Snake country marked
the beginning of a relentless American campaign that would eventually drive the British
from the Snake and Columbia rivers {Goctzmann, 1968), While exploting the northemn
ezt Basin for the mythical Buenaventura River during the spring of 1826, Sruith
crosscd the barren Salt Flats of Litah, entered what iz now eastern Nevada, but starvation
drove Smith to follow Salmen Falls Creek nosth to the Snake River. Because Smith's
own account of his movements during this time have been lost, traging his shadowy route
becomes speenlattve. Ogden found out about Smith’s whereabouts {rom the Indians, his
journal states that an May 21, a1 Salmon Falls Creek, ke was told by the Snakes “that
apout 2 moenth since a party of Americans about 30 w1 number had descended this Stream
on thar retum from Salt Lake without Beaver™ (Morgan 1933, Smith, like many
rappors and exploress before and after, perhaps sought food and rest at or near Lower
Salmon Falls, a location that alveady had 2 reputation as an oasis. After crossing the
Sneke helow the Lower Saimon Falls, Smith hesded nonl w0 the Botse Biver, then went
o o the Pa}'cxte before retracing nis route tack 1o the Boise and then eust to the Big
Wood and over to the Big Lowt River and on towards the Cache Valley (Morgan 1933).

Smith’s rival, Peter Skene Quden haled the Snake Country; “a mose
gloomy conntey [ never ye1 saw™ is how he onee deseribed it inhis. For six tong vears,
Ogden led the Hudson’s Bay Company Snake Brigade with courage and skill. No other
trapper, mountain man, or explorer saw as much of the Oregon County and the Great
Rasin as Ouden did {Gostzmann, 19606). Durmng the course of his six vears tn the Snake
Country, Ogden passed through the 1{agerman Valley on at least two occasions. 1Like
Stuart and Ross, Ogden was an astute and kesn observer and the joumal recording his
s¢cond expedition is one of the great accounts af wastecn exploration (the joumnal from
Cygden’s first Snake Expedition is ancther of the Wost's great missing documents).

Cpe entry 10 Orden’s journals records the migration of vartous bands

af Shoshene daring Mavch of 1826; Cygden's Brigade had heen wapping near Raft River
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and were visited by some Shashone, Ogden wrote, “The Snake camp began to move
about sunrise and continued passing ull night; not less than 200 keads, nearly double that
rumber of horses, with buftalo meat. This camp is bound to Sickly River [Malad] for
roots and salmon. In the falt they will return to winter i the buffalo plain, Quden
descnbed also the difficulty trving o irade with the Shoshone bands thal alwavs seemed
1 be on the move, he wrote in 1826 that “with the Snakes, you must take them by
surprise; take their property ere they have time o secure it, and recompense them for it
Bw any other means, vou cannot obtals anythig from them, so averse are they o trade
provisions, nor do [ blame them in such a wretched country: . .. They are
surrounded on al! sides by cnemies; are at peace with Flatheads and Nez Perce. but have
the Crows the Utas [Lies]. the Seskatchewan sribes to guard against™ (Ouden Jowmal)

The American trappers were more opportunistic than ihe British,
constantly searching lor more economic possibilities 1han hunling beaver. With the
Amencan trappers came olhers who were interested 13 expanding the economic
paramelers of the Wesi, The most norable of these was New England ice merchant
MNathanicl Wyeth who attempted 1o carmy out 2 mercantile scheme on a scale as srand as
Asler’s has been in L8311 Wyeth wanted to supply the merchandise for the annual Rocky
Mopntain rendezvous, carry the cateh of pehs to the mouth of the Columbia, and purt the
vear s arvest of furs on ships, along with salmon taken from the Columbia, ang sait the
products directly to markets in China and the eastem United States, Wweth accompanied
veteran mountan men on his first joumey wastward in 1832, Dunag this sojourn, Wyeth
visited a Shoshone encampment near Salmon Falls. Tn the journal entry dated August 30,
Woveth wrote that “frome these Indians [ procured {Tesh salmon spawn which was very
ancouraging as we are nearly ow of provisions and the country would afford us scanty
subsistence” (Wyeth quoted in Sowrces, 13507,

Wyeth returned to the West in 1834 with a caravan Joaded with

supplies and merchandise for the annual Rocky Wountain Fur Company rendezvous. But
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William Subietie reached the rendezvous site first and late- arnving Wyeth was able 1o
dispose of only a small portion of his merchandise (Utley, 1997), Whereupon Wyeth
moved on westward to the vallev of the Snake and located a site to buiid a wrading post
near the mouth of the Portneuf. On August 4, Wyeth completed construction of Fort Hall
(Russell. 1965). In a counter move, Hudson’s Bay buili a rival trading post, Fort Boise,
on the mouth of the Boise River {Bancraft, n.d). The building of Forts Hall and Boise
svitbolized the momentous changes the decade of the 18205 brought to the Snake River
Flain. Both Tort Hall and Fort Boisc became famous and important trading posts on the
enngrant trails. In 1837, Wyeth sold Fort Hall to the Hudson’s Bay Company. Even
thowgh Wyeth's Oregon venture ended in failure, Wyeth significamtiy influenced the
direction of the American westward movement. In Bancroft's asscssment, © it was
L Wyethl who, more directly than any other man, marked ihe way for the ox-teans witich
were 50 shortly to bring the Amcricanized owvilization . . across the roadless continent”
t Bancroft, n.dh.

Two of the West's most notable military explorers, Caplojn E, T,
Bonacviile and Lt John Fremont. were agents of continenmal expansion. Both wers sent
10 ihe Far West o camy out systemalic reconnaissances, both were associated with the fur
trade, and the expeditions of cach were thoroughly and accurate!v documented.
Bonneviile spent the years 1831 to 1353 in the West ot a leave of absence. ostensibiy as
a private fur rapper but in actualitv a semiofficial spv who traversed the central and
noitherm Rockies and the Oregon al the while ascertaining the courses of the principal
rivers, the Jocation of the [ndian tribes, and disposition the Hudson’s Bay Company
aperauons in Oregon, and the Mexicans south of the 42nd parallel (Gilbert, 1983; Utley,
1997). Bonneville's journal has since been lost, but Washingion Irving used Bonneville's
accownt as the basis for his 1837 book, The Adventures of Captain Boaneville, Irving’s
hook s largely based an the journals of Bonneville and Nathaniel Weth, as a result is

ranks as one of the nrost authentic acconirs of the Tur trade,



Irving 1ncludes what may be Bonnevilie’s verbatim description of
Salmon Falls which he called “the Fishing Falls™ where ™. . . the whole stream pitched tn
one cascade above forly fest in height. with a thundering sound, casting up a volume of
spray What hung in the atr like a silver mist. These are called by some the Fishine Falls. as
ihe salmon are taken here in immense quantities.” [rving’'s reliance on Bennevilie's
journal is virtually verbatim, the aceuracy of the Bonneville’s observations exemplified in
ait unsurpassed and evaocative portratt of the Snake River Shoshone:
i Theiy] “dress congisted of » mande about four feet square, formed of sivips of r2bbit skin sewed
wpcther: tius they hung over ther shoukders. in the vedinary indian mode of wearing the bianks:,
Vheir weapons were pows and arrows: the latter upped with obsidian. which tbounds @ the
neyghborivond. Their huets were shaped like hoysiacks, and constructed of branches of willow
uaverad willl iong grass soas io be warm and comivimable Oeeastonally, they were swerounded
by srmall enclosures of wormwood, about thiee feet hign, which gave them o conage-tike
appedeance. Three or four of these Rostien were occasionally rrowsed fog-ther 10 some wild
and sirikiag symeatien . . . sometimes they were b suffickent number o faem 4 small hemiel From
the peopic, Capiin Boansvitle's porne frequently purchased salmon . This seomed o De sheir
primw ariclz of Tood: Tt they were extremely amviors o oot bufflo meat in exchange™ (Jrving,
19617,

Bomeville provided the eovernment with critical information about
the tludson’s Bay Compeny™s Oregon outposts as well as recommendations aboist what
ceurse of action the United Siates should take in order to take possession of the Oregon
country, e was, as well, one of the [irst explorers 10 disseminate the empincal
snowledes of the Far West that was femiliar 1o the mouintain men to the Amencan
mainstream.

Like Banneviile, John C. Fremont was an army ensinesr who was
sent West and also had s subseguent adventures well publicized,  Fremont became one
of the precminent explorers of the Amencan West in the 19th century, leading five
cxpeditions between 1842 and 18353 (Viola, 19873, Known as the “Pathfinder™. Fremont
was actually the “Great Publicist” who lured settlers wast with his vivid reports, maps,

and narrarives of the routes to Oregon and Califomia. More than any explorer before, it

was Fremont who vociferously extolled the case of taking wagons across the Rockies via
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South Pass without “toilsome ascents™ and clained that it was no more difficult thag the
“ascent of the Capitel hill from the avenue ar Washington™ {Unwuh, 1993). It was
Fremont who coined the term “Great Basin™ and who unapologetically advocaied
American expansion; his passion and vision was comparable to that of Alexander
MacKenizie's {(Utley, 1997
On his second expedition, in 1843, Fremont was 1o reconnoiter

South Pass and map s’ connection with the trails leading into Oregon. During this epic
cxpedition, Fremont 2xplored the Great Salt Lake, waversed the Oregon Tratl to Fon
Vancouver, ventured on into sowtheast Orepon and rordnwest Newvada, crossed the Sicrra
~evada range wid wintered with John Sutter, toured various Cahifornia iowns, and
returned to the Rockics by a southerly route, Fremont's second expedition, it should be
pointed out, did nat ropresent the vanguard of discovery. The fur trappers had covered
these ronles already and, by 1843, the migration 1o Oregon by westenng families bad
atready begun, The real sigmlicance of Fremont's achicvements, panticularly those of the
second expedition, was in tie nund of the American public. Fremaont symbaolized ihe
romance and adventure and he articulated the exciement of exploring new lands whiie
also reponting oo the sceming unlimited new cconomic opporunities awaiting thase bold
enough to follow in the Puathifinder’'s footsteps. Fremont was a genius al crealing syvimbols
and using thent 1o stimuiate the public imagination. Fremont's strmng wnages of the West
fired the wmaginatnon of the American public {Gilben, 1953).

Fremont led a contingent of thirty-mine men, most wers Freach-
Cuanadian b the parry included canographer Charles Preuss and inountain men Ki
Carson, Thomas “Broken Hand™ Fitzpatnock, and Alexis Godey {Utley, 1997, Preuss
served as the cxpedition’s scicntist; he mapped the topogrraphy of the entire routa,
collected plant and mirneral specimens, and skeiched scenes depicting the landscapes.
inciging one of Thousand Springs entitled “Outler of Subterrancan River™ {Vioia, 1987,

Preuss, 1938). Fremont’s oificial teport and Preuss's diary form the basis for two



accounts documenting his important survey. Fremont's expedition occurred at a time
when the fur trade bad already Jost its profitability; many mounrain men were fooking for
new opporunities. Fremont helped make Kit Carson cne of the West’s most celebrated
frontiersmen. Fremont’s written report and Preuss’s extraordinary maps were published
in 1845 as official government documents; they provided to the public unsurpassed and
detadled intoamation on the West, Preuss's map was large and detailed. depicting the
West from the Mississippi to the Pacific in seven sections and it would become an
indispensable gutde showing emigrants low ta get to Oregon and Califomia.

Fremont’s report includes a vivid desenption of she Salmon Falls
while Section V1 of Preuss’s topographical map clearly delineates the Jocation of Fishing
Fualls 1300 miles frormn Westpor Landing, Frement's enchanting description of the
Hagermano and Thousand Springs arca as “a melancholy and strange-looking countryv-one
of fracture, and violence, and fire” and the Fishiing Falls which he thought was “the most
veautiul and picturesque fall I had seen on the river” wonid provide muny Americans
with many of their first impressions of the West, The expedition camped 4 mile below
Fishing Fulls on October 2. 1843 and Fremont recorded that the weather that dav was
calm and elear with a sunset temperature of 74 degrees. Fremont bad the opportunity to
s firsthand the Shoshone encamprnents a Upper Salmon Falls. He wrote that the
severd] lodges of Shoshone living ac the falls were poor and onfy ** slighly provided with
winter ciothing™ altheugh with temperatures in the 70s it {s unlikely winter clothing
would have been much in evidence. The Shoshone were quite numerous, “strung along
ihe nver al every little raptd where fish are to be caught, and the cry Augeal, hagged
(fish}, was canstantly heard whenever we passed near their huts, or met them in the
road*{Fremont’s Report, 1845). During jus brief tdvll at the Salmen Falls, Fremont

noted that the Shoshone:

“appeared to be unusually gay savages, fond of langhter, snd their
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apparent good nature and memry character, stzuck me as being entirely
¢afferent from the Indians we had been accustomed to see. From several
who visited our camp in the evening we purchased, in cxchange for goads,
dned sulmon. At this season. thev are not very far, but we are easily
pleased. The Indians made us comprehend that shen the salmon come wp
the river in the spring, they are o abundant that they merely throw in their
spears at rapdom, cenain of bringing out a tish” {Fremont’s Repon, 18453,

What Fremont desenbed was a lively and bucolic scene along the
Snake al Fisshing Falls with peaceful Iklians paddling about in boats made of rushes and
laughing around their camplises. It must have been extremely reassuring for the reader
who was contemplaiing an overland trek that. according 10 Fremont, for mere picces of
Clothing, the lraveler would be able to obtain cncush food from the anclent fishery to
carry them e Oregon (Fremant, 184350

Fremont’s cariegrapher, Genman-bom Charles Preuss kept a diary
that was discovered in 1954 Preuss’s aceount offers an interesting contrast to Fremont's
version; while Fremont was ofien grandiase and theatrical, Preuss was vrouchy and terse,
When Fremont brought alonye on the sceond <xpedition a twelve-pound brass camnon for
110 ouier reason than its svmbaolic value, Prenss compiaimed "I we had oniy kelt ihat
ridiculous thing at hame™ (Prenss. 195381, For Prewss. te Staks River Plain was
“temrible™, the weather coid and windy, “the road rocky”™. Fremeont's “pay savages™ are in
Preuss’s diary “miserable”™, “insolent”™ and “arrogant™, One sometimes wonders i the
o mren are actually deseribing the same place but even the usually tacitum Preuss is

umpressed by the wondrous and oxotic scenery of the Hagerman Valley;

“Yesterday we passed the Fishing Falls. Wow we can purchase satmon to
our heart’s conteit” Fle goes 1o write that “One hears nothing bat the
word hagai, fish” .0 This Snake River s interesting, I must contess. no
matter how awful the country around it may be. The most beavuful lrtle
waterfalls, twently to forty feet high. Then steep, voleanie, rocky shores
along which one can travel for days without heing able wo find 2 place o
get down to the streany . . The whole thing ooks like a volcanic gap
which the river chose forits bed. The waters wiich come from the
momiains disappear in the lava or the rocky plain and come aul again on
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the bank of the rver” (Przuss, 1958),

The {ommer mountain men whe unided Fremont, ¥t Carson and Tom
Frtzpatrick were important to the success of Fremont’s expeditions. In the end, when the
streams were apped out and the price of pelts at record low, it was the seographic
knowledge shared by the trappers with the agents and hoosters of manifest destiny that
ensured that the American nation would in [act spread from Atlantic to Pacific coasts.

The publication of Fremont's report in 1845 represents the beginning
of the era which would culminate in the fulfillment of Ameriea’s “manifest destiny™. The
great Ancrican migration 1o Oregon would begin in the carly 18405 and many ancient
Indiar camp sites and fishing camps so vividly evoked in the writinus of Tevine and
Fremont werce to become cmigrant rest stops. Oregen overlanders would rely extensively
on assistanee and trade from the Shoshone at Salmon Falls just as Hunt's 1811 Overland
Astorians, Wyeth in 1832, and Fremont had done. Tistorian Elliot West’s deseription of
the frontier as “a place of accommodation and exchange™, a shifting and unstable “zone
of exchange and mutual influence” is cenainly applicable to the Hagerman Vallev during
e vears of early fur trade era (West, 19941, ~Zones of exchange™ such as the Hagerman
Valiey were critical during the early vears of contact, for it was within these designated
arcas thai Buro-unericans and Native Americans depended upon cach other tor articles
of rrude, lived together, leamed to speak 10 sach other, ate each other’s cooking. and
engaged 1p mercantile exchanges. But in the end, the Native American people would losc
their autenomy as their subsistence based culture was undercut by the overwhelming
currents of Furo-American westward migration and a4 growing market economy (Cronot
and White, 19860,

The late Don Crabtree once desenbed an intriguing piece of
archaeological evidence showing how Euro-American manufactured goods penetrated
and changed the culture of the native peoples at Salmen Falls. At a site near Upper

Saimon Falls, Crabtres (ound vanous metal artifacts of Indian manufacture, The artifacts
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found by Crabiree included four compieted metal projectiie points, a broken “aboriginally
made metal knife”. a small punch-like object. and an assortment of “bangles in various
stayes of fabrication”. Oregon bound pioneers evidently raded the scrap iron to the
Indians for salmon or simply discarded it after repairing their wagons. The iron, perhaps
the pans of barrel hoops and wheel rims. was very much desired by the Indians, but for
different reasons than what the Euro-Americans used the metal for. Metal projectile
points were far preferable to those made from obsidian. A metal point could be reused
over and over again, According to Crabtiee’s analvsis of the iron artifacts, the Indians
ingemiousiv ihinned the iron by a fire-heated process amul utitized traditional stone anvils
and hamimerstancs to pound the iron into the desired shapes. Crabiree also speculated
that the changeover from stone to mctal was “probably very rapid since no living Indian
lrfonmant in ldaho recalls the manulacture of [laked stone tools”, This inav have been
“the beginning of the end of native flis knapping abont 1830 A13." (Crabiree. 1968),
The iron artitzets foumd near the Upper Salmon Falls iltustrates a much deeper theme;
Notondy was lint knapping coming 1o an end, so too was ihe Indians’ way of life. The
Tndians were becoming more dependent on the culture of the white-man 2nd “theirs
would be another world filled with other people whose mouths would speak other words,
whose slecp would be eased or troubied with other dreams, whose pravers would be
afiered up to olher gods™” (Frazier, 1997).

According to the 1863 Soda Springs Treary, the various bands of
Shoshone, Bannock, and Paiute claimed as their lands the country from Salmon Falls,
¢ast io the Wind River Mountaing {Madsen, 1996). Put a5 the Indians lost more and
more of therr lands | the boundaries were constantly changed. Todayv, the boundaries of
ihe reservations at Duck Valley and Font Hall are far removed from ancicnt fisheries and
camp sites of the Salmon Falls. These people are now a small minonty in their former
aomeland. The historic and ethnographic descripuons of the Shoshone recorded during

e fur trade period presenved information of inestimable value, These accounts help
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archacologisis begia to snderstand how artifacts were utilized. With so many
manswered questions regarding the past lifeways of native people, it is imperative that
archacological research continne to investigate sites preserved on the Hogerman Fossil

[ads Monument,

HISTORIC PERIOD - OREGON TRAIL

Above rapids thick with salmon al imile 1,367 of the 2,170~
imale journey from Independence, Missouri, to Qvegon City, Orsgon. the trail humped
over 2 bluff.  Oxen struggled in the sandy soil of Tossil-rich flood deposits. Jesse A,
Applegate walked, In getting away from this place we had a narrew escape,” wrote
Applegate i Recollections of My Bovieed (1914), Age six in 1843, ke mgoed ai his
nother's side tna train of 873 ploneers and twice thal number af livestock—ihe largest
caravan yet 1o follow the Oregon Trail, Tark cliffs that rose above the Snake River
downriver from Upper Salmen Falls statled the Misscuri farm boy. “We had o [ollow
the Devil's Backbone.” Applegate recollected. "It is a very namow ridge with 4 gorge a
thousand fzet deep on he Jeft head and a sheer precipice on the right.” No child who
could toddle or walk was allowed o cross in a wagon, Benween jron-hooped wheels and

certatnt disaster were barely inches to spare.

“atrait 1s the gate and narvow i3 the way which loadeth unto life”
wrote Applegate in 1914, near death and quoting from Scripture, “Wide is the gate and
broad 1s the way that teadeth to destruction. But this Devil®s Backbone was worse than
aither, for it was both nairow and crooked, and it was hard 1w 1elt where i might lead 1o

fApplegate, 199031,
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Often the road bevond Hagerman led w0 a West of graver hazards: it led, in
Applegate’s recollections, 1o a swollen ford of the Snake at Three Islands, a scaflold-like
wmb of hanging eorpses near For Boise, & near-fata) fall under a wagon wheel in
Oregon’s Malheur desert, 4 rock-and-spear-throwing braw! with Indian vouths ouside
Fort Walla Walla, an carly showfall in the Blue Mountains, and then calarity at The
Dalles of the Coluimbia where a skiff disappeared in 2 whirlpool. killing three.  Stwouded
m lore and idcalization, the trail led also 1o myth, Orepan in the 1840s was nativnal wish
fulfiltment. God's Country. A window on the Pacific. A pastaral Bden beyond tie
Indian country where righteous yeomen staked claim to the fertile Northwest.

“Oregon.” said The Afton Telegraph, “would comribute to our national bonot { Atwood,
190717 Tt woutd “cennect the Narth with the South, and the Fast with the West, so
mirmly that nothing but the power of Omnipotence could separate them o prevent the
United States from becoming the leading nation of the world,” First, however,
Amencans would have 10 drive “an emering wedge (Atwood, L907) throueh the Snake
River's lava tandseape. Why go to Oregon? asked Joln Quiney Adams, “To make the
wildemess blossom as the rose, to establish laws, o fucrease, multiply, and subdue the
carth which we are commanded {0 do by the first behest of Gad Alnighty (Kellev.
19300y,

The imagery demonized [dahe. Where the Angust heat left little
torage for livesiock and the buffalo had been hunted to near extinction, the Snuke cut
vertical chasms through a waste of ghonlish place names: Gate of Death (tenamed
Massacre Roeks), Cuddron Linn (the river™s “hoiling, seething cauldron™ that kitled the
trapper in 1811, David s Seartle Hofe (the 35-miles of rapids above Twin Falls),
Rustlesnuke Creek (pear Moumtain Home), Malad Gorge (norh of Hagerman where the
French-named Riviere Maludes, or Vsick river,” entered the Snake).  The not-vet Magic
Vajley scemed simister, even satanic. “How old man Vulcan has played Havoe here,”

said mepmaker Charles Preuss (Gudide, 1958).



. Never mind that the ghouls were mostly imagined. And never mind
that ihe drop from Hagerman's Devil’s Backbone—about 400 feet—was less than half
what farm boy Jesse Applegate reenliected. Fear was a rite of nassage on Idaho’s road to
Canean. Applegate’s mother, Elizabeth Miller, Lid a pistol in her spron. Her ierror of the

descrt was gepuine whether the dangers were real or not.

Children of Israel
And yet they came, streaming woward Oregon sunscis. By 1846, at

least > .000 seitlers nad reached Oregon’s Wiltamette Valley via the Snake-Columbia
hasin. Others abandoned the Snake ot Raft River {100 miles o5 so before reaching the
Devii’s Backbone) where the trail branched south toward the promise of California.

Esumales vary. Histonan subrey Haines of the National Park

senviee counted 43,264 Orcgon-hound emigrants, 1841-1863. Hiswerian Jobn D. Unreh.

. Jr., greatly entarged the estimate by factoning in the many thousands who armived via
derours and cuteffs. From [S4010 1864, according to Unrult’s numbers, 253,397 reached
the Shoshone country via South Pass and Fort Hall. Billowing west in one of history's
most npulsive migrations, ap estmated 300,000 reached the Pacific by wagon before

annons bonbarded Fort Sunvter. Murder, massacre, snd massive flooding in the carly
1860s only suspended the wagen migrasion. Even afier 1569, when a golden spike at
Promontory Point, Utah, compiered a rail connection between Califormia and Missouri,
the oid Snake-Coluinbia road freighted most of the Orepon traflic. Not until the Oregon
Short Line's 1834 bridge over the Snake above Huntington did rails supercede wails
{Hamnes, [951).
America’s destiny was manifest in those hordes hurtling

weshward, 8o sald Francts Parkman, the wealthy advenurer whao, it 1846, traveied as far
a5 Nebraska and published a popular book that gave the migration 15 rame. “The {ndians

. wiil soon be abased by whiskey and overaned by military poste. wrote Parkmun 1 The
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(regon Trarfl (1849), Wild and noble and caught in the great invasion like the Suffalo on
which they depended, the natives seemed dumbfounded and doomed. The Oglala, for
example, “were (not] in the slightest degree modified by their contact with civilization.
They know nothing of the power and real character of the white men, and their children
would seream in terror when they saw me.”” White men knew cven less of the red.
Gawking emigrants were “tall, awkward men in brown homespun [and] women with
cadaverous faces.” Children lost in the woads were “totally out of their element,
bewildered and amnazed (Parkman, 198297
The Oregon Trail spawned a [oik genre of memoirs and

guidebooks, of Currier & Tves prints and bar-room murzls, of prairie schooners preasting
amber grasslands. Not unti] Frederick Jackson Tumer, however, did the trail swell to
mytiue unportance as o hishway of nmionaj identity. “The frontier,” wrote Turter in an
1893 address to1he American Historical Association, “was the most rapid and effective
line of Americamzation.™ The Old West had “consolidated” national sulture with
anduring characteristics, namely, “that practical, inventive tam of mind, guick to find
expedionts; thal masterful grasp of mater(al things, lacking in the artistic but powerful to
eifect great ends; that restless, nervous energy; that deminant individaalism, worki ng for
good and {or evil, and withal that buovancy and exuberance which comes with freedom
(Turner, [972)." The Cregort Trall—for Turer an idea more than 2 highway-—was a
vital stage of a sweeping process that vear afier vear had replenished America’s virtue
and strenzth.

Histonans ever since have searched for America's center on 1he
frontier’s moving edge. Taking a cue from Turner, who compared “the progress from
savage conditions” to Darwin's theory of evolution, the WW]-era historian 7.C. Elliott
¢immed that the Americans who settfed Oregon were simply “the fiftest 10 sunvive
{Filott, 1912)." Likewise in 1929 the historian Agnes Lawt catled the emigrants

“hildren of Israel” their trail 2 “racizl highway {Laut 1929 Superior bresding.
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again. was the engine of civilization in the Federal Writers' Project 1939 Oregon Trail
guide: “The biolegical genes transmitiing the characieristics that drained Europe of much
of its vitality and made the United States an empire extending from coast 1o eoast have
not been bred out (Mattes, 197337 Temntorial conguest, a biological IMperaliv e, wias

inevitable and therefore right.

Oregon or the Grave

Acrass the wide Missouri and up the Platte to the Colorado Rockies.
ihien south io the Texas Panhandic through trials of heat, thirst, desertion. theft. near
mutiny. aid near starvation. Major Stephen Long, in 1820, led the scientific wing of the
army’s Yollowstone expedition 1o the psvechalogical educ of American civilization, “In
regards 1o this section of country,” wrote Long, an engineer (rom rainy New England,
"we do not hesjtate in giving the opinion that it is almost wholly unfit for cullivation, and
of course uninhabitable by a people depending upon agriculture for their subsistence
flames, 18233 Printed across Long™s first map was “GREAT DESERT which became
UUREAT AMERICAN DESERT iy Henry Tanner’s poputar Arfas of 1823 (Tanner).

Westemers paid e aitengon.  Already a vanguard of hackwoods
trappers had scoured the beaver-rich canvonlands of the Snoke-Columbia basin,  [n 1876
the 51 Lows Engrirer maintained that sagons could reach Oregon without meeting “any
obstuction desening the name of a MOUNTAIN.”  The rosy assessment was copfinned in
Jedediah Smith’s 1830 report to Secretary of War John Eaton: families with wagons and
cattle could foliow the Snake to a fine country for farming. Two years later, when the
French-Amenean soldier and fur-trader Benjamin Bonneville took wagons over the
continaital divide into future Wyoming, expansionists rejoiced.  American evangclists,
surred by frontier repoits from the Presbyterian missionary Samuel Parker in [835,
claimed the road across the lava desert had been “excavated by the finger of God.” On

vial desert passage were obstacivs more poiitical than chivsical,  The Unied States and
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canyons where, sald Fambam, “our cars are vet saluted 5y the how! of the woolf.™ Scon
the travelers heard human “houling” Ao encampiient of Bannocks, apparently, were
“mourning for the loss of some of their friends that had been kilted in hantte {Beal and
Welles, 1959)." Three suspended their grief long encugh to point the drazoons toward
Fort Boise. There in the dyving days of the fur trade the Pzorians feasted on ducks, bacon,
siurgeon, buffalo, elk, tumips, cabbage, and pickled hests at the table of the fort's famous
factor, the Freneh-Canadian Franceis Payetic (Farmham, 1841).

By 1540, sonre 300 Amencans occupied maybe 100 farms in and
aromnd the Willamette Vailev, In 1841, legendary hunter Tom “Broken Hand™
Fitzparrick led John Bidwell and his Western Emigration Sccietv—-the first bora-fide
wagon rain. U5, Topographical Engineer Jobn C. Frémont matched west the fotlowing
May with Hawkin rifles, barometers and transits, pack nmeles, kettles and blankets for
and1an tribute, a stout crew of French rappers., six thermometers, an inflatable rebber raft.
a safi-spoken scout named ¥t Carson, and the red-faced German who became one of
Amenca’s most celebrated cartographers, Charies Preuss. Twao davs ahead of rémont
was jndian agenrt Elijal White with his emigrant company of mare than 100 chiidren.
wornen, and men in 30 anphiblous wagons (Gaetzmann, 1966).

In 1342 1he British well understoed thar the push through the
aava degert was more than a peasant migration.  Stratesic intelligence in the guise of
seientific reconimsissance——a factic predating Lowis and Clark and continuing in the work
of highly placed army savans such as Long, Frémont, Zebulon Pike. Witliam H. Emetr,
Howard Stansbury, Andrew A, Tumphreys, and Gouverneur K. Warren —ran counter to
the myh of the West as the process through which Americans shed the schooled culture
of seshoard civilization. Crovernment science preceded the wagon migration.  Alrcady
i 1841 1he ULS. Exploring Expedition had grounded the {755, Peucock in the crashing
surl at the mouih of the Columbia River. 1 was o fortuitous embarrassment for American

anperialismy, Demensirating the oselessness oithe Columbia as 3 gateway 0 Asi ihe



wreck of the Peacock turned the attention of Congress narth to safe harbor in Puger
sound {Goctrsnanmn, 19660,

{Congress, meanwhile, stirred West Coast colonization with offers of
tarmland.  Two decades before the Homestead Act of 1862 sent farmers flooding west,
ihe Senate. in 1843, pledged 640 acres of Oregon Country to each male pioncer.
Adthough the proposal died in the House, it stoked expansionist fire.  Democrat Tames K,
Polk tumad the 1844 Presidential election into a referendwm on annexation or, if
nweessary, hrute conquest. Challonging the Brivish to ~Fifty-four forty or fight" 5
demangd for every inch of disputed terrain rom Califnia w Alaska, Polk defeared
moderate Henry Clay, Two vears jater a British- American comprotnise at the 191h
parailel nrade the United States continental.  Ratified by the Senate an Julv 17, 1846, the
Oregon Lreaty gave Americans its deepwater port ¢ futtre Seattle) and relimauisited 1o the
British the wilds above Puget Sound (Richardsen, 19033,

By 1840 —-a “wvear of decision.™ said histortan Bermard DeVoto. 4
zeajous e of Ulmanifest desting” when the Mommons lefl for Sali Lake end General
Zuchary Tavlor decapitated norihern Mexico --the overfund ails were rusted and
tonged. Six-thousand thiriy-four emigrans crowded towaerd Cregon and Californiz on
dudv 17, 1850, the peak day of the migration.  James Wiikins, Missourian, noted “a grear

many fwegon] compuanies continuatly iy sight.,” White-topped schooners dotted empty

eehraska clike a string of beads (Hil, 19947

Fury and Astonisbhing Spiendor
A braid mare than a ratl, the road (o empire leoped, sidetracked, and

iraved through a tagle of ywavs and cutoffs. “Here we are upon o sage plain with

foads ranming m every directton.” wrote Julius Merall, Botse-hound and short-cutting
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through the Camas Prairic in 1864, “We arc at 2 loss which [road] to ke (LD Dept. of
Transpotation and Toursm. 19940).7

A trace ol the 19th century route onto a 20th century map shows
492 miles across the barens of [daho via Three {sland Crossing. Those unwilling or
unable 0 cross that dangerous ford could detour 303 miles via the mesa lands of Idahos
Owhyee desert. In 1852 4 ferry at Thousand Springs apened the Rock Creek or North
Altemate Route that bypassed the Devil’s Backbone via Malad Gorge. Steep and stony
in any direction, ldaho was tough going-—"the mest tortuous road § could ever imagine,”
said emigrant Ester MeMillan in 1832 (Faneslow. 1992), [daho was elsewhere an “ash
heap™ and i1s serpenting river was “mad (Eide. 1972)." For an emigrant (o enjoy the
ordeal. sard one. o man must be able o endure heat like 2 Salamander. nind and water
ice a mugkral. dust like 2 2oad, aod labor ke 1 jackass. He must ieam 1o eat with his
umwashed fmgers, drink out of the same vessel with his mules, sleep on the ground when
11 raing, and share his blanket witly vermin, and have patignes with muskeroes, who Jdan's
xiow any difference between the lace of @ man and the thees of a mule, but dash without
ceremony from coe inte the osher, He must cease (o think. except to where he may find
wrass and waler and a good camping piace, 1t is hardship without glorv, o be sick
witheut a home. 1o di¢ and Le buried like a dos (Paden. (2431

For many, the eighty-some miles from Catdron Lina to Three

Islands (Murtaugh to Glenns Ferry) were the mmost difficult leg of the wip, “Hideous
worid. tearful roads, all grass poisoned., every dav one 10 three head of cattic dving,”
wrote Wilham Ketl 1o 1855 (Bek. 19353). The wind-blown Idaha silt now famous for
rowing petstoes (geologists cail it loess) could blind in the heat of August. “The dust.”
sid emigrant Jane Gould from the middle Snake i the summer of "62. "was even worse
than Indians, storms, or winds or moesguitoes, or even wood ticks. Dust, .. iF I could

Justhave g bath jFinnegan, 199317



The excessive dust was a good indicasion that the caltle-invaded
steppeland was an ecosysiem in shock.  No longer o flowering diversity of bitterroot,
gotdenweed. balsam, clover. rve, wild owien. and camas. the palouse had sumendered 1o
sage. As noxious weeds such asg cheaterass and Russian ibistte (tumbleweed) displaced
mare edible species, nature. sald emigiznt Overton Johnson., was “wrecked and riined
(LS., B.LAM. 1989 Another witness 16 desolation was the tventy-one-year-old Ohio
man who later rermed, 2astbound on the eve of his 931k binhday. 10 make the case tor
preserving seaments of tratl, “When the Snake River was reached.” said Exra Meeker,
revidiing the 1830s, "he heat again became oppraesive. the dust stifline, and the thirst
aimost maddemng, In some places we couid see the water of the Snake winding throush
ine lava gorges: but we could not reach i as the river ran in the inaccessibie depths of the
canyon (Mecker. 1933)77 The desen “scorcely afforded sostenance,” said Cyrus Shepard
Liolmes. 19841 It was “bunt rocks . . . danned bad dust . . . homed icads, ratilesnakes
and e damnad Snake [ndians”™ (McContas. 1934). Five decades betore Twin Fails
soosters imagined “femtle seil L beaudifol scenery . L fe] climate 2qual o Italv's best .
-4 tew Garden of Eden.” Basit Longworth of Ohio saw ondv “a remarkably strange place
Panisih 19437

Remarkably sirange. serebv, but wondrous to tstemaiers Hie

Washingtor ving who rediscoverad the pastoral West as mystenious and sublime.  “liis
2 land.” wrote [ving in 1837, “where no man permanent)y resides; a vast, uninhabied
seditude with precipiious ciiffs and vawning ravines, looking like the rzins ol a world:
vast desert tracts thai prust ever dely cultivation and interpose dreary and thirsty wikds
between the habuation of man (Fisher, 193707 Tt was a tand so baeviling, moreover. that
many thousands of the Oregon-hound suspended the race against starvation and snowtal]
ra stand, speiibound, on the brink of impossible chasms in the mist of plunging cascades.
rarnhany of Peoria, 2 visttor o Twin Falls in 1829 heard the Doom of its crashing water

trom aniwast shiee miles away. Todav but a wrtckle of its Tormer vrandeur, its water
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diverted upstream by plumbing for ayriculiure. Twin Falls of the Middle Snake once
sheeted in a double torrent around a massive rock. An 1380 lithograph shows a native
with razsed spear semiry-like a1 the foot of a roaring Niazera. Taller but more remaote was
the futre tounst wttraction four miles Jownstream, Shoshone Falls—caited Canadian
Falls innl the U5, Amy exponged ibe reference 1o America’s rival-—fell 212 feet into a
hollew amphitheater where o whirf of the Bonreville Flood left a ruin of fractured Hasalt,
Known to trappers and traders but inaceessible by emigrant wageon, Shoshone Fzlls
rematied outside the geography of American science until LS. Gealogist Clarence King
reex a photographer to Idsho in 1368, King reported “a strange, savage scene: 2
monotony of pele-blue skv, olive and grav stretches of desert, frowning walls of jerey
lnva, deep bervl-green of tiver-stretches. reflecting, here and there, the intense solemuity
of the clifis, and in the centre a dazzting skes: of foam {Franzwa, 19721

Eomigrants wurned tram the brink as of, said King. “frem 2 frightfu)
ghmpse of the [nivmo (King, 18703, but suon the vision had vanished and the siillness
oi sagchrush veigned. At tratl mile 1327 a willow-mattad ravine called Rock Creek:
provided the lirst accessihle waer since the emivrants {eft Caldron Linn. Here in 1864
citifitter Jonn Bascony buiit a lava rock stage station on the finure Keltow Road.  Bascom
soan sdded a zeneral store with a sod-rooled ceflar and squarish Old West verandile- -
tow the oidest building in southeentsal [dako. Here also was the saloon where a1 grocery
clerk cul down outlaw Bill Dowdle in one of [daho's famous shootouts. A nearby cave
held the first jail in Twin Falis County until a federal statute made it illegal to keep
priseners underground {Derig, 19496}

OUne nule upriver from Upper Saimon Falls was “a picieresque spat of singular
ceauty {Fremont’s Journal).” Bursting (fle broken plumbing in the canvon's northem
wall were two crystailine springs that rushed topether and fell $60 {zet anto rocks
whiteoed by saline. Blue water hugged venical cliffs like 2 lowing apron, At 587 F, the

blue spring waier meusured seven degress wamncr than the river’s silvery snowmelt.
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Nearby on i slope dense with cane and poison nettles, the engineer collected shells “of
small crustacea” said to be evidence of a freshwater sink in the neighboring highlands,
Frémont was essentially right: Crystal Spings, as it came to be called, was snow-fad
through a sink of the Lost River in the lava beds north of Fort Hall (Frémont, 1349).
Crysral Springs, said an emigzrant in "33, was “laree enough to tum machinery.”
Thousand Springs, sald another. had “mill sites enough for the whole state of 1llinos
(Cramer, 199237

Emigrant impressions were gencrally mixed and less scientific,
Gundzbook auther William 11 Winter saw Thousand Springs from a distance and
magined “hanks of snow restng on the cfiffs.” Longsworth of Ohio described a most
pleasing and sublime spectacle.” Jason Lee praised the divine: wumbling springes. icv
white, rot with “impetuous fury and astonishing splendor down the rugsed banks. . ..

How astomishing are the works of God {Brosnan, 1932).7

Coping with the Catastrophic

The Snuke River Shoshone-Bannock-Paiute, need i be sad. were
not peacelid or wartike or feeble or tar, bul human and :diosvneratic. Ethnicallv diverse
and a mmix of many cultures, they responded to the wagon invasion in comtradictory wavs.
Sume resisted. Some accommodated, Some died in the crossfire or fled. Never,
fwwever, were they unconditionally deteated, To redece their history 1o “one hotror after
another endured by the reds at the hands of 1the whites™ (Farb, 1979) would be to slight
the leverage of amed reststance, converting the marvauding savagze 10 the passive victim
in an exchange of stereotvpes, To sav that “the progress of the white settlers meant the
death of tiie Indians”™ (James Henretta ot al. dwierica = Flisiorn 1991 would be to farger

zome 9.000 Idahe-Nevada Sho-Bans whe renain ethnically independent enough to be



counted by the U.S, Census. To fiaily declare tha “Native Americans were
extorminated” {James Kirby Martin, et al. dmerica wnd fts Peaple 1987 wouid be 1o
deny the Indian ithe most pervasively human of frontier characteristics—the capacity to
cope (Farb, 19711,

Maravding zavage and passive victim coexisted in the myvthoiogy of
the road that conquered the West, In 343, for exampic, the dour German who traveled
with Frémont thougit the bounty of Thousand Springs made the natives wo complacent
for Christ. "Wealth,” wrote Preuss ol the salmon eaters, “makes them insolent and
avoganl. asat does the Swoux (Cramer. 199217 For George Cailing however, the lords of
the far west prairie were incapable of tnsolence. A lawver-tumed-anist whe visiied the
western Shoshone in 1833, Calin saw behiné Indian eves ~a beautiful blank upon winch
anvthing could be written.™ Indians “had no business hours w attend or professions 1o
learn.” They had “no notes in the banx or other debis to pay—no 1axes, no tithes. no rent.
Wiy, ihen, showtd Chirsstian man bother to convert and conguer? Because romantics ke
Catlin knew 211 things wilid would perish, and also because even an artst could see e
Crrear American Desert was richer than once imagined (MeCracken, 1939,

Nowhere were thie prising of misunderstanding more culturaiiy
distoned than in the baner for goods and services 5o viial ta the Oregon Trail. Major
Oshore Cross of the U5, Regiment of Mownted Riilemen pondered ihe “degenerate”
siale of primtive man alter irading at Salman Falls. Why had the saimon gaters hageled
3o dogeedly for “an old tin cup, part!y without 2 botrom.™ And why were nvo rifle
cartridges worth more than a woolen blanker? Perhaps these people baner for sporn or,

said Cross, “shnply o gratidy their fancy (Cramier. 199207 Shirs were especialiv



vaiuable, “Tather took the shin off his back in exchange for a big fish,” Clarence Baglcy
remembered {Cramer. 1992). Metal fishhooks were another pooular item. On August
211831, an emigrant bartered a hook for a monstrous fish ~as long as a wagen biejd.”
it was enough fish "o make us wish never 10 see any more.” Often the market was
giutted. “Dull sale,” Cectlia Adams remarked after Indians tried for a second dav 1o
enicad a basket of slistening salmon { Webber, 1991

The market pitched and fell in a mdderless commerce
without the ballast of a shared legal tradition or 2 common ethical code. What jewaliny
governed ownership and aceess to pratrie resourges? Was it stealing to zather wood? To
orage and hunt” Indeed it was, said Clyef Washakie of the Wind River Shoshane, “This
couniry.” the chief relminded his peopie. “was once covered with buffalo. eik, deer and
amelope. and we had plenty to cat. and afso robes for bedding. and 10 make lodues.™
Born ia Sacajawea’s Village a vear betore Lewis and Clark, he inad hunted come of age
on duffafo liunts 2t the base o the Grand Tetons during an era of unprecedented
prosper:ty for Plains Indians suddenly ennched by the horse, “Bui now . he protested in
1332, "smnce the white main has made a road across our iand, and has kilied off our zame.
we are hungry. . Cuy women end children v for food and we have no food 10 zive
ihem (Trenholm and Carley, [964).7 Where the histortan Twmner landed thar frontier
process. Washalue saw devastation: the cattle srazing that crushed edible roots and sepds
50 vital o Shoshone subsisience, the gold hysteria that stripped forests and pockmarked
the hills, releasing rnudshides. More ruinous s1ill were the sporismen and wophy hunters.

Twentv-five million butfalo had roamed west of the Mississippi before horses and



. fircaims.  In 1883 a museum cxpedition searched the plains for a healthy specimen. Less
than 200 remained (Billington, 19711,

Emrgrants of good conscious dencunced the barbarous slavvhter.
Should a lorse go missing, however, Indians were condemped. In 1831 a pionecr lost a
irorse, suspected thefi, crouched behind 4 rock where Shoshone were lancing sabuon, and
shot an Indian dead. Nearby at Rock Creck that same year sn emigrant company arrived
ro find She-Baus peacefully camped. The wason master blasted a shotgun while his men
charged cavairv-stvle. The next day a war party shot three emigrants, kiiling one (Unruh.
1979,

Adropant iresiment continued hecause the risk of remribation wis
smali, Historien John Unrub has showa that the danger of Indian ambush has been
greatly exaggerated, that mors Indians than whites died in these coafroatations. sad that

. red-on-wiite vielence accounted for l2ss than four pereent of emigrant deaths. Murder,
tndesd. was rare, but raids on livestock were common near Sslmon Falls, Historian
Donald Shamion’s chrenclosy of "Souke countny massacres”™ shows nineteen arlacks on

enngrant s befere 1803, Ten erupred within 104 miles of the Devil s Backbone,

Idaho, moreover, wes the killing ground of the trail’ s most sensational earnage, Of the
| very fow “non-mythical irwd ragedies™ large chough o make Unruh’s selective st of
“real massacres,” the two most homific involved Shoshone-Pauites who allegedly fished
| and pastured in the Hagerman Valley (Unruh, 1979,

| Sard Col, George Wight, the Qregon Districs commander at Fort
Vaneonver, “those [Indians) who are more hostile are usar Salmon Falls (Shannon.

| 1993).”
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Horse tradirg gone bad mayv have been the spark that ignited the first
contrentation jopsided enough 1o deserve Snake couniry “massacre” status, O Auzust
b9, 1854, about 30 miles nomth of the Devil’s Backbone where Goodaie's cutoff dissceted
the Camas Prairie. cleven Shu-Bans approached a wagon train. demanded horses, and
opened tire. Three emigrants died. Survivors said the atackers were “Winnestah
Snakes” (mounted Shoshone) from Salmoen Falls. Historians speculate that the attack
was cotnected to an aliorcation of the previous day in which wazon master Alexander
Ward of Lexington, Missouri, had treeked horses 1o o Sho-Ban carap tear the finure City
of Boise, Ward and his men retrieved the hovses, presumably at gunpoint. By middav oo
August 20, a war party of thifty or more had oventaken Ward as his five-wagon
detachment crossed the Beise Valiey near the future tanm tovwn of Middlclon. A warrior
fumped on a horse. Gung blazed, Thirty Indians charged. Two davs later the rescucts
feund ameny blackened wagons the widely scatiered remains of wineteer pioneers. The
wiic of the wagon masiered hrad besn ravaged with a hot poker. Three children were
missing and another tiree, a newsrnain reported. “had doubtless been bumit alrve, and the
mcther toreed o wimess i1 {Oregon Statesman, 1834)." Ouiraged editonalists called for
a1 everlasting reary” of genecidal retrebution. Sixry-five federai troops armived the
tollowing spnng, corralled about 200 [ndians, wied and convicied tour. shot one, and at
mghifalt on July 18, 1855, noosed the remaining theee to a gallows at the massacre sile
(Bipd. 1934). Soldiers cut down the bodies at davbreak. The gallows, however,
remained.

Idaho’s sccond "massacre” began in late August 1360 when a one-

zved white man and two [ndian compatitons trackad a forty-four emigrant irin from
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Rock Creek to Sulmon Falls. Wagen master Elijah Utter (or “Otter” as historians have
mmaspelled (1) suspected the rough-looking three were spics. “We bought some dried
sabmen of them ard horned awav,” said Emefine Trimbie. the daughter of Utter™s new
wite, Aue 13 in 1860, she had already lost her father w typhoid fever and the middie
‘myer of her left hand to an accident with an axe. While riding in her stepfather’s wagon,
s biad also lost part of an eye to a [tving nail, bat she was observant: the white man,
apparently the leader, had a tom white hat, a thick stubbie on his upper lip, and long hair
putled over his bad eve. [is face was brown with war paini. One nighe the sinister rio
Coame e curwagon ad pretended to be glad to see us” The ploncers conslted and
Cthooght the salest way would be to kill them. but {wel hardly dared do so for fear of
oemg found oul by the Indians.” Instead (he wagon train flad via the Devii’s Backbaone,
Szven days later. again with an axe, Trimbie would {end off the one-eved man and other
Altacwers, escaping through the cover of sagebrush, [ often wish we L Jdone as our
netier judeement had wid us and Killed them.” wrote Trimmbie in Lot oy ihe fucdivis
£3589, her account of the gruesome event ( Shesnron, 19931,

The attack began about 10 am. o September 9, 1860, at mile 1430
01t the South Adternate Route in the siabbed 2nd terraced harrens of future Owvlhiee
County, un Indian horseman in breecheioth and feathered headdross led 100 braves
agamst eight encircled wagons, Armmows rore canvas, Bullets and Airebrunds rained
intermitienty for ibirty bours as emigrants duz in behind a breastwork of trail supplics.
Uharles Utter of Wisconsin, 4 lowhcaded lad of twelve ot thiresn and an excellent
marksman, killed five charging atiackers as fast 43 he vould relocd,  The wagon cirele

reld until an hoor before Jusk on sthe second dav wheo four of the defenders— all ex-
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soldiers wh;u nad failen mowith the Ulters, promistng protection for food—ealioped
roward the western mountains with emigrant horses and suns. Twenty overlanders and
parhaps thiry Indians died or were menally wounded i two days of withering combat.
Three of the four deseners later fell in a mowniain ambush. Eichteen pionecrs escaped.

Colonel Wright's 1860 repont from the Orczon covntry had already
noasted “complere success in the protection of the immigration route.” Now Wright
thought he was fighting a phantom. ~“We have no fixed objective,” Wright wrate on
Cetooer T 1860, "We pursue an invisible foe, without a iome or anvtiting tangibie ©
srrikce a5 {Shaonm, 1993).7 The best the armyv conld do was dispatcin a 190-troop relict
force from Walla Walla. Second Licuterram Marcus A, Reno—-later manvred with
General George Anustrong Custer at Litile Bighom-—led 30 dragoons to Farewell Bend
near Hunungton. Ovegon. where ihe voung officer discovercd six of the sighteen who had
<scaped five weeks before. Reno found diem “gicoming in the moontizhy, dead. siripped,
and mutilated (Deat, 18607 Closar 1o the original massacie site were iwelve athers whoe
aad survrved imostly on moss and the flesh of four dead emigrant children. Frosibiton
and muttering blankly after fortv-five davs of exposure, the living werc “raving mad
L, 19947

The Sabmon Falis Massacre {so named in 18360 by survivor Joseph
Mlvers: also cailed the Sinker Creek Massacre and the Outer-Van Orman Massacre)
erupted s5ix davs and seveniv-nine trail miles west of the Dewil's Backbone 1n o desert top
remote for 4 more accurate piace name. Twenty-two months clapsed belore Abraham
Lincoln’s army could properly scareh for the marauders and the four children ailegedly

sudnapped. At hast i Augest 1862 the First Ovegon Cavaley reached what Lt Colb.



Ruehen F. Mavry calied “the principle haunt of the Snake Indians.” Here at Salmon
Falls. according to an army informant. a council of chiefs had recently divided over
wihethier or not to make war on emtigrant rains, But the Oregonians Found no war
council. only an encampment ol impoverished natives 1o “miserable™ 1o attack,
Searching from Bruneau Canvon to Twin Fails in e summer of 63, the cavalry
“eallected” about forty Shoshene whe “had no arms and a very small number of indian
panies.” and who “expressed great desire for peace and a willingness to do anything u.;ir 20
avywhiers they nughi be directed.” Moaury msisted that “something shoukd be done™ with
thess Dsning people lest they be “"punished for the depredations of the roaming urd more
enterprising bands (Maury, 190217

An American solider of wnother sort wag meanwhile oo
inzparient for distinctions among Indian cultures and wpes. “Leave their bodies thus
exposed as un example of what evildoers nught expect,” sald Cotong! Parrick T Cenror
o1 the Califormia Voluntzers: " You {the troops] will also dostroy every male Tndian who
vou may encounter. . .. I desire ihat the order mav be rimdly enforced (Crum. 1994).7
Sugoung Shoshone on sight as s wmy marched eastward from Sacramenio o Camp
Douglas above Sali Lake City, Connor spoiled for combat. [t came on the subzero
morming of January 29, 1863, at Baule Creek off the Bear River nonb of Franklin. Idaho.
Connor altegediv yelled il everything—nits make iice™ as 300 volunteers with two
nowsiizers opened fire on 2 seventy tecped encampment.  Four hours of methodical fire
killed an estimated 368 Shoshone, including perhaps 90 women and chifdren, Tweniy-

mwo sotdiers died fvladsen. 1983).
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[t was the bioodiest staughter of Indians on record in the
mistory of the American West. With a hody count more tian double the Sioux dead at
Wounded Kanea (146) or the Chevenne dead at Sand Creek {130 the Ratila of Bear River
remains all the more tragic because its tale is rarely toid. In the 1974 cdition of Wesrera
Expunsion, a standard college-level textbook, famed historian Ray Allen Biilington
reduced the Shoshone resistance to a single, inaceurate sentence: “[In 1868 Shoshoni
and Dannock tribes coded their Jands in retum for annuities and two small reservations
1311bmgron, 1974). Perhaps Tdaboans preter the brevity of William Ghert’s zccanr in
Roud to Oregon (L929) “The weather was bitterly cold and [Colonel Conner’s] men
suffered yremtly. . [Connor) attacked the Indian camp on Bear River. near the prescht
Franklin. [dabo. killing mest of three hundred warriors and captoring 160 women and
shildren, For this feat. which brought peace, cleared ihe Trail. and opened (o setrlement a
region 1hat haé been harassed for Jfisen vears, Connor was made a brigsdier general of
volunteers (Cheat, 192937

Alas the haploss savage. Peace and prouress required 2
crushing defeat —or so Ghent contended in 1929, A poem published in 3oise (he
following vear bled for the “brave pioneers™ who “suffered woei to bring the foutier
westward ho” The poet continued:

They braved dangers ever near,

In carly dayz of Idaho.

Ah, who can say they did not fear—
in Idaho. cur Idaho-—

To meet Lhe dusky, hidden foe,
With poison dart and trusted baw.

Whose purpose was 1o lav them Tow,
In Idshe, cuyr ldaho'? (1ahe Pionsors, 1920)



O

S0 fogged was the road to enpire that historians ignored the Shoshone resistance until the
LUited States armyy was again chasing a hidden foe through the jungles of Vietnam. Not
until the fale 1900s and 70s did historians such as ¥erle Wells and Brivham Madsen
begin to understand that the killing of Shozhone noncombatanis accomphished about as
niuch s the carpet vombing of Hanoi: it infirtated the enemy, redoubling the witl to
resist, “Instead of cowing the Northwestern Shoshoni,” wrote Madsen. “therc (s
overwhelming evidence that the reverse happened (viadsen, 19850 In 1863, for
axample, 2 twentv-warrior attack near dcomown of Bannock Citv {fuare Idaho Clty)
silled the goid mmer who discovercd ke mother lode, George Grimes,  Michasi Jordon.
the prospector who found gold in the Owwvhees, mer the same brutal fate. The emigrant
road from Reock Creele Station to e terry al Salmon Falls became a target ol Sho-13an
reststance, frequenily rafded for livestock. in 'SG65 a batile near Rock Creck suspended
stage service aoed left three Indians dead ( viadsen, 19835,

Vioiznce rapped the saimon galers like wayfarers battered by storm.
wlore than four hundrad Shospone from various places spent the bitter winter of i §67-68
under anmed guard at refugee camg near Boise, But uo trwil of tears {oreed the refiigecs
1o abandon ancestral homelands, When the iy in 1869 attemnpted o caravan the
refuzess to the new Forl Hall Shoshone-Bannock Tndian Reservation, most dispersed into
trackless canvons. YWhen ggamn in 1877 the (L5, Indian Burecau used “overy possible
mesns 1o entice “homeless” nomads 10 a second Sho-Ban rescrvation ot Duck Valley in
the Owyhee highlands, two-thirds refused (0 go {Crum, [994). Some retumed o the
Hagerman Valley under the protection of riendlv whires. For decades they ranclied. sold

haskets, worked the ferries. hshed the sessongl salmon, camped along ihe fver, and
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learned the ways of the whites without tovsaking all traditton. When Swan Falls Dam
opened wathout fish ladders in 1902, they subsisted on suckers and wowm (Meyers. 1999,
“The Shoshone had linle 1o lose.” wrote anthropoelogist Peter Farh in
an essay that iried 1o explam why horseless nomads were spared the wrenching
dislocation experienced by atlier Indian groups (Farb, 1978). For centuries they had
purposeiully nigrated (rom resource o regource without trade goods or military escort ot
evelt the pretense of sole ownership o anty parilcular place. Warfare reduced the
Shoshene-Paiutes w the bare minimum of haman existence—a familiar state.
Aceulturating without assimilating, (e fishing people of'the Middle Snake scknowledged
e amigrant's world withowt forsaking native religion or langnage and without conceding
defeat. Thns they wembered the Orceon Trail i much the same way their ancestors had
braved the raura of smallpox or the eeological ravage of fava flows and floeds. They

coped with the catasiropine. adapting 1o survive,

Stand at Hagerman

“Stand at the Cumberland Gap,” satd Frederick Jackson Turner, “and
waich the proeession of civilization, marching single tile- the buffalo following the rrail
i 1he salt springs. the Indian, the [ur-irader and honter. the cattle-raiser, the pioncer
iarmer— and the frontier has passed by, Turer continued: “Siand at the South Mass in
the Rockies a century Jater and see the same procession with wider intervals between
i Tumer, 1972).7 Stand a1 Hugerman and deconstiuct that linear propress, See oot one
30Ciely consunting another Dut sirata upon sirata of human EXPLIIEnCE, N0l 2 Process

remaking a natien but 2 hemeiand., an actaal place.
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Stand where Applegate stood and sce the historical importance of a
ridge more famously known for fossils.  Much has changed. An [daho Power Company
cam has silenced Salmon Fails. reducing Class [I[ rapids 10 an annual generating capacity
ot 60.000 kilowatts. Likewise, the fury that so astonished John C. Frémont and Clarence
Ky at Shoshone Falls and Thousand Springs can woday best be apprecizted by Nicking a
iight swich in Salt Lake City or Scanle.  But the mystery of the steppeland remains atop
the Devil's Backbone where sandy soil preserves a metallic record of rings, rims. pins,
chains, and square nails of the son that panially blinded farm wirl Emiline Tramble. The
Hagerman Fossii Zeds National Monwment is one of only three park service sites with
Oregon Trml remnents, Laruely undeveloped and undiscovered by vandals, the wrerous
srade preserves in s graveymd of broken hardware o maze of trails and cutofls. Some
ave stranght and rutted with hardship enough to suppon the well-wom mvthology of the

West us Amcrica’s lriwmph,

As history became metapivsics. the emigrant corvidor all but vanrished as &
pivsical space. In 1914, aiter a search of the Idaho Statehouse, 2 hisworizal society
fownder wrote a letter to a patron in Caldwell, I reeret” said Joim Hailev, “that ! have
nd map of the Old Oregon road.” Nor had lie ever scen one. The desen passage, he
continued, had never been a single road: i was a swath of parallet trails a mile across in
piaces. lromcally it was Hailey, formerly 3 staze-coach cnwrepreneur. who had dove as
much as any one man to scatter the original trail. Bighty-iive percent of the 19" cenmury
rodd had been plowed or paved ar otherwise abliterated b the time Conuress, 1n 1978,
sranted historic landmark status to what shrinking mileage rematned. The trail. said a
1999 report to the National Park Service. was “a symboi of westward expansion [that
cmbodied] braditional corncepts of moncer spinl, patniotisrm. and rugzed ndividuaiism

LSO 200007 Bt which 2o of ruts hest emaodied that Americanism? Decades of
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elicalons work by a doren or more state and federal aseneies have since rediscovered
and mapped 318 miles, mostly in Wyvoming, Three difficult miles (ane perhaps another
thres walting for further studv) dissest the Hagenmnan Fessil Beds National Monuwment.

It is rare to sce histery pure and undisturbed,” said Idahe's
department of tourism in its brochare on the Oregon Trail. Rare—but not in ldabo where
“the landzcape 1s exactly as the emigrants left it where the wuarist willing to step away
from the highway can "almest imperceptibly hear the creak of the axles, the lowing of the
oxen, the erving of babies (1D Dept. of Commerce and Tourism, 199015 Adop the
[3eval’s Bacikbone thal tourist could almost hear and see what Applegate vecoilected if not
for reservolr-flogded raplds. row crops. barbed wire. cattle crossings, snd a line of steel
lowers that harness the Hagerman Velley to o power erid lareer then Frjes, Tt g rare 1o
sl history as pure as the Moenament’s wagon vuis, especially rare in i fleod-swept lava
desert where ordinary Danmers 10 an extraordinany migeziion teansformed o remarkable
Lo,

“How did the Unied States get tigle (o Shoshone rerritory?”
asivs avniond Yowell of Llko, Nevada, Black hat, silver hair. a U5, Airforce veteran
w0 heads the Western Shoshone National Counctl on the Duck Walley Reservation. he
fefus the government sull, T v sav we've heen conaguered. show us where the battle
ok place. Show us the Lerms ol surrender and show us the signatres of the Shoshone

chiefs who signed the papers {Crom, 1994,
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HISTORIC PERIOD - PLACER MINING

A succeszion of placer 9old mining booms along the Snake River
near Hagennan occurred over a period spaniing approximately 70 vears. beginning when
gold was nitally discovered in 1869 several miles upstream from Hagerman and the
Fossil Beds, In the vicinity of the Shoshone Falls. This historic legacy remains vividly
mamfest in the ditches, tatling piles. and placer cuts scattered along the narth and east
sides of ithe Snake between Upper Salmon Falls snd the Lawer Salmon Falls. Before
Hugerman. there was “Gouger's Bend™, an adventitious encampment that had Lesun in
the early 13703 with Pavne’s Ferry on the Srake River, 2 handfini of placer miners, and
soime seattered ranches. IUis difficult w exaggerate or oversiate the zole placer minine
played in the development of [dehe’s Feontier communities, A southers [daho ploneet.
Charles Walganiott, who was cyewitness Lo much of the region’s historv during the
middle 18705 and early 1880s. later wrote that “[Flhe history of the Rocky Mountain
region shows that mining has fostered all other indusiries. And ., . southom Idoko |
Laving as though by magie, under the intfiuence of soil, sunshine. and Snaie River water

18T excapiion 1o the nele™ (Walgamon, 1936}

Idaho was pnmarily the domain of Native Americans and the mump
end ol the Washungton Territory untit gold discoverios on the Clearwater River in 1861
brought aboul one the greatest 2old excitements the West had seen since California in the
davs of 420 Virually ovemnight, thousands of prospectors moved inte Idaho's rugeed
and remote realms, Snake River gold was first discovered in 1853 by troops stutioned at
Fort Boise and prospectors cxplored the mighiy river lrom source to mouth theoiehont
*he 1860s searching for diggings that promised hich stakes (Beal & Wells, 1939, Wells,
9821, The sudden mflux of ininers into the Boise Basin and Owyvhee Mountaing was

gremly resemied by the Native Amencan irbes inhabiting the region. The increasing




fricsion between nhners and Indians resulted in several violent skirmishes. The
prevailing hostility of the Paiutes. Shoshones. and Sannocks hindered most prospecting
ventures on the Snake River Plain until the late 1860s when the Indian uprisings were
finally quetled and ihe tribes placed on reservations (Beal & Wells, 1939; Utley &

Washbum. 1982),

While thousands of Asmerican and European trappers, missionarics,
and enugrants had traversed the full length of the Saake River Plain, thers was no vestige
of permanent setilement unal the faderal zovernment began esiablishing mail and stage
routes during the 1860s. The rapid expansion of rransportation routes connecting the Salt
Lake Valley with the miping conununities of the Boise Basin brovght increasing
nmeers of Eorcamericans into the Snake River Phun, As more and more Furoumericans
traveled across southem Fdalio 2nd came ino contact with the Spnake River Plain, the
resources of this once dreaded and much maligned region beemme more apd move
apparent. partucularly its deposits of placer gold. By the end of the 1860s, a small but
distincuive enclave of settlement had been established m Rock Creek where a siave stop
and rading post were locawed by agents of Ben Halliday in 1364 (Gentrv 1995112
Later on. during the 18705, a second permanent and viable Furoamericar scttlement on
ihe Snake River Plam would begin to coalesce. downstream in the vicinity of the ancient

Shoshone {1shing camp at the place the far irappers and Cregon hound emigrants referred

0 as Fishing Falls, what we now know as the Hageyman Vallev,

Who actually {ound ihe first placer zold dizeings in the Snake
wover Canvon s uneertain: Boise’s fiaho Sttesiman stated that goid was discovered on
the Snaice River near the Shoshone Falls during the avtumn of 1869 by a prospector

e

namerd Famison. a former associate of Captain Sitas D Plerce who nad discavered

iaho’s st placer digeings on the Clearwaler. Jamison wag convingsd gold in naving
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quantities conld be located on the Snake as well and 50 began a prospecting
reconpaissance near the Snake’s mouth. As he worked his way smethodically up the
Snake, Jamison started finding protitable placer dzposits near she mouth of the Bruncan
River; the further upstream jamison went, the more deposits increased. in the vicinity of
the Snoshone Falls, Jamison found a elacer bar that vietded vold “as high as 540 to the
hand™ (fduho Suttesman 23 March, 1870} Charles Waluamatt. a southem Idaho pioneer
wrote m his memoirs that tvo off- duty stage drvers discovered gold in the fall of 1869

while prospecting in the vicinity oi the Shoshone Falls (Walzamott, 19263,

Regzardless of the idenhity of the discoverer. the result was that o
gold msh of sors was inaugurated in southem Idaho. During the spring and sumiwer of
1870, bundreds of miners entered the Snake River Canvon. The nuners were scafiered
aiong the rver from the Fossil Beds and Sabmon Falls east 1o Clark's Ferry and upriver 1o
Diry Creek over a distance of approximately 60 miles. Some estimates pui the mumber of
prospactors at 2000 to 4 .000, The eold rush was primanty centered in the viciniy of
Shoshone Falis and the Twin Falls. The two most substuntial ntiners’ metropoiis were
Shosione, located ialf ¢ mile below the Twin Fails. and Drvtown, sttuated at the mouth
af Drv Creek near present focation of Murlaugh, A thid mining camp called
Springtown. tocared half x inile west of the Hansen Briclge, became the “mewropolis of the
river” or the larzest and mosl important scttiement after the Cliunese entered the canvon

in LS71 (James, 1995 Walgamotr, 19261,

The nature of mininy and methods for recovering Snake River
flour gold requires some explanation. A placer is defined as “anv grave! deposits or
mencrals. usvaily gold, [that are] not in place.”™ Placers contain free or aituvial gold that
s eroded out of vems or lodes. Aiso found 1o associanon with placer gold are magnetic

“olack sands” which are colored biack due 10 high concentrations ot iron oxide. A
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wvoical piacer claim was 1320 fect and contained 10 acres (Von Bernewitz, 1943), The
place ot arigin for Snake River four zold are lode deposits located near Yeilowstone
Nationai Park. The Green River in Utah, which has 11s souree in the sanye arca. alsa
contns siindlar fine gold {Malev, 1987).

Unlike the goid lound in California and in nerth daho. which
was giten found deseribed the frusiration experienced by a Snake River miner alteniptias
“nuggsts.” (ke Snake River rold is very fine and verv pure in content, but it is in the form
of particles rather than nuggets. To the miners trying to recover these minute panicies,
the gold tlakes seemed like Nowr. 1Y, for example, during the racovery process, the
voiume of warer in the sluice or rocker was oo forceful, the floor gold could be floated
away and lost. Miniog enginesr Thomas Eglesion describad the frustration experienced
2% 2 Snake River miner attemipting 1o pan Jour yold:

" The heavier pieces of the black sand[,] and four eold remain
persistently together .. ARy the heavy biack sand has been separated by
the magnet, the fine particles of gold float. . . when, after much trouble. the
surfaces are wetied and the gold 1s got under the water and onto (he top of

e sand, the tirso wave from the other side of the pan over the sind foats
the gold again™ (Eeleston quoted in Wegars, 19931

The goid appeared 1o be present in amounts that encouraged
prospecting, but a prece of ground that miners thought would pay 58 ner day would in
reality pay ondy 53, The problem was that they were working to recover Rour zold, “gold
... 50 fing and fght thaw a ouncr 18 easily decerved here” (Fdaho Statesman Julv 30,
1870). While the Snake River still contains millions of dolars worth of zold to this dav,
e frustrating work of extracting it fron: the sraveis deters even the mosi skillfitd and
Cetemined of nuners. 1tis estimated tha at least 1000 colors or partictes of flour gald
wore nesded to equal | cent durnng the 1870s when gold was valued a1 $20 an ounce |

Nlalaw. 1987,
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. The mmers on the Snake River faced formidable hardships. mining
operations were difficult even under favorable circumstances and impossible during the
nigh spring and early swmmer runoff, Variows dispatches and letiers published in the
Corinng, Utah; Boise, and Silver Citv newspapers expressed both the miners praise and
condemnation for the Snake’s “vast and singular defile.” One miner wyoic the fdafio
Statesman that “for rattlesnakes, scorpions, mosquitoes, gnats, sagebrush and hot sand it
is the pest couniry [ have ever seen; but as for gold and & mining country, [ cannot say as
much. although tiere is scarcely a place on the river thal a man cannot eet a prospect. but
net n selticient quantity o pay™ (fdediro Sratesmenr falv 3001870%. Ina contrasting
ceseription, wo ghimpse a prospector's idy!l that presages the recreationai opportunives
R comimoniy associated with the Snake and the Hagerman Vallev: while waiting for
the high spring runoff 1o end. Boise miners H. Way, N. B. Lindsey, A. Gortz, and Al

P

Penesz:

. "t g very iine vachi [and sailed] up the nver a distance of . . L four 1o
cight miles. and witnessed scencry for splendor almost indescribable | . |
the sieep walls alony the enure distance traveied . . . are more fomidable
Hrant wall seevpunding ancient ciiies. The clear waier sushing from the
high Bawks forms fails along the north side, wt the (oot of which are grew
TCSOTTS Tor mountam troul” (fefafro Sreresmren 19 Mav 18700

As the 1870 mining scason gor undenvay, perhaps 43 many as 400 or
310 nuners scwally persevered in ihetr tude encampments sirewn alony the interior of the
Snake’s canyon. The greatest concentrations of settenment and mining activity were in

the area of ihe Shoshong and Twin Fatls.

“Deposits of goid are found in larger guanliies in canvons. cspecrally
wiiere the warer s very swiift and forms eddies, and by the reaction. deposits the precious
rmwetal an 1is banks. Several of ithese canvons are located near this vicinity | Shoshone

. Fails!, one zbove here and one Below Salmon Falls | " (fdahe Statesman 30 August,
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The miners whe worked placer clatius along the Snake River in the
canvon at Springlown and Shoshone Falls, as well as ai Salmen Falls. prmariiyv relied on
rockers and stuices to recover the extremely fine Snake River Aour gold deposits found
ajong the river bank. on upstream bars. and along the higher level benches. (Malev,
19587). The miners preferred working buars exposed by low water as well as “skhm hays”
ard “bench graveis” which are deposiis focated nght at or just above the fver. The
Siake River miners also located “bench plucers™ which are elevated bars where sold was
deposited among boutders and gravels, These paystreaks were found as much as 30 10
1) feer above the present river level, The contnuing challenge to the miners was not
ondy Mnding the goid deposins but successiully recovering the Hehtweight gold which wasg
conslantiy being maved around by the river current. Along the Snake River at Bell
Raptds and ihe streteh between the Upper and Lower Sabtion Falls, geld was erratcally
scaticred aionyg the siore and riverbank, covered with sand and grave!l. Ajthoush ihe
pacers were rich enough to entice prospeetors with the ture of rich ciasms, for vust
sHners ihe expoenses wore 5o steen that profit was rarely attained.,  Miners o this area
would later use @ combination of hydraulic and around slhuicing meihods to locate the
gold. Daring the fatter 19th comury, burlap sluices were used and proved 1o be more
clfective In recovenng the fine Oour gold panicles. { ¥Malev, 19871 The most productive
diposits an the Spake River were [ocated on Boranza Bar west of American Falls and
irom Raft River to Salmon Falls. Mining sites in those areas were extensively worked
durtng the 1870z and 1880s well ino the 19005, MMany of these same claims along the
Snake River were reppened duning the Depression when the vold standard was raiscd

from 32010 835 an ownee,

Bur ihe first Suake River vold rash was short iived. By ihe ond of
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Tz 18704, daunted aud discosraged miners were leaving the river and relusning to Silver
City, Boise. and Corinne,  the prevaiting disiliusionment cleariv apparent in an item from
Sriver Cinv's Owvhee Dwdanche, "Bob Drummond got back tfrom the Snake River mines
this week, and says that he is Snake bitten cnough o last him some time™ [Owihee

Avedanche: Siiver City, [daho 12 November, 18703,

In the earty spring of 1371, the first Clinese were aliowed to come
e ihe canyon and huy up used claims trant the increasing number of caucasian
prospectors discoursged with the frusirating work i tnvinge to recover Snake River fotr
Zold. There was no profitabie zain to be made with ¢laims that only paid less than three

aollurs a dav.

“The Clunese.” wrote ore discouraged Snake River, “are better adapted
Lo this sors of mining aind there is roorm for 300 of them. Therefore, let

(LI

e comue, They con work i geace.” (fduho Sratesaean 21 January 1871

Whart i3 presentiy known of the Chinese presence in the Snake River
Canyoa comes Tom such disparate sources such as rammentary avchival records.
conteatporary newspaper articles. recollections and memeirs of pionesrs. and
archacological surveys, By fliting tosether the various picces of historical,
archucological, and circumstantial evidence, a reasonably clear picture of the Chinese has
been obtamed, A deed daed November 11, 1871 that was formitously discavered rolled
up inside vfa bhaking powder can slong the tver below the Twin Falls in 1986 vovenled
‘he pane of a Chinese company that bowghr used miving claims. This desd docwmented
tixe puwchase of a Snake River mining clatm by o Chinese company recorded as the Tung
Foek Tong, How extensive the Tung Tock Tong's placer holdings were all along the

Snake River is oot known, The archeeclogical evidence indicates that Chinese miners
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worked claims all alony the Snake from the Upper Canvon to Saimon Fails and

gvennwhere m dehween.

Several Chinese companies mav have had operations along the Snake.
Tie 1871 dewed is the only docamentary cvidence naming a Chirese company at las
been uncovered so far. In a patiern that was repeated over and over again i1 mining
regions throughout the West, Chinese merchanis would buy up ctaims 1s ihe whites left,
As a result. Chinese mining companies achieved a iemporary monopoly of the svstematic
Mg oporations in many gold rush areas. Often, Chinese merchants or conpanies
would uiler to purchase the used clairs at discowinted prices. A snmilar process wasg
Jeseribed i an 1857 anucle i the e California, . . many 2 ¢laim. abandoned in
despair en previous occasions by the impanent American miner. wiil be made 1o pav

saidsome wages by these celesuiat goid hunters™ fquotzd in Rohe, 1996,

The presence of Chinese miners on the Saake River ras besn
dacumented and asscssed by recent archacological and istorical vescarch, The
archaeotogical and sichival record provides evidence for ke Chingse presence n ke
vicizity of the Twin Falls and Shoshone Falls. Evidence for the Chinese heing at Satmon
Falls ys more ephiemeral. B, if there is ne direct indication of the Chinese baing along
the Snake River in the vicinity of Salimon Falls and Hagennan. some circuntstanual
gvidence is 1o be found. There are noteworthy placer mining sites located at and near
Dolman 1sland, west of Upper Salmon Falls. These stes include a rock wall site and
numerous tailings, sluiee ditches. and so on. Over the vears, it has been reponied tha
various sites in ihe vicinity of Dolman Island contammed Chinese artifacts at one ume,
One site uf Dolman lsland is definitely known to have once contatned Chinese amilacts
i Murphey 19951998 personal communication). The feawures of ihe rock wail site, for

example, 2re consistent wath late 19h contury piacer muning and could very well have
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veen occupied by Chinese miners at one time. Supplies for the Snake River mines were
brougit in from the railroad at ¥elion, Crah via the Kellon Road. This road was also the
stage route contecting Salt Lake City with Boise. The Rock Creek Trading Post, 5 miles
south of Hansen (and about 9 miles south of the canyon) was the area’s only trading post,
The mining claims further downstream at Salmon Falls were far removed from the
commercial and mining centers. The Kelton Road crossed the Snake River vwo miles
above Thousand Springs at Payne’s Ferry. In 1873, Len Lewis took over Pavne s Ferry
{Hagerman History. n.d.} The Keiton Road and the various ferry services provided the
cartiest Sabmon Falls settlermnents with access 16 the outside world’s marketplace. With
the expansion of the transporlation infrastruciure m conjunction with the development of
placcr gold camps, Hagerman Valley began o expertence the growth and development of

une of sonthern kdaho’s tirst distinctive and permanent Furcamerican scttlements.

B taling into account whar we xhow of the Cantonese who
seliled zisewhers in the Wesl as well os the information acquired about the Chinese in the
Snake River Canvon. we can set forth some reasonable assumptions conceming the
Chinese who worked placer clanme at Salmon Falls during the 18705, The Chinese were
allowed access o Snake River placess in the Jate winter and/or carly spring of 1871 and
the deed fourd near the Twin Fails m 1986 sheds interesting light on how rhe Chinese
came to perhaps dominate the Snake River miming claims for a period of nme beraeen

1871 and 1380,

The 1871 deed found near the Twin Falls (identified in the deed as
“Little Falle™) wdentified the Tung Teck Tong as the buyver of 4 mining clatm bems sold
by Relf Bledsoe, The full texi of the deed. as transcribed by Virginia Ricketis in 1954,
reads:

Litde Froily
T o s cernitv ifat Dieve this das Bargained el sold w 1k Mon Mang
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s elabint Fiseran ay dhe Bledvoe clanm jogenfor wiih ald mods dievcoin alfie

£ Sheckgiid shop 2 cabbins alvo (209) feet Tumber. Sl clatu rofilfesidte]
agyesiel ar the Livehe Fulls qoed {illegable) 1o the laim

sitoen qey the Ting Towlk Tong ofaim.

The whove i fefd by sowd conyrans jir wages die them fren: B Bledsow.
e ary 2 rve illegible] s bt afl fendive e divedbie! o mede. The
anieshintent dug seid compeos s peelve Sodred and forne s ared F00000

£F 242,300 dolfars,

Witiresy
7. Range: B A Blidyae o B Barmady

The sale, which included “all the tools thercon also 1 blacksmith shop, 2 cabbins (sic}
atso 700 feet lumber™ turned the claim over to the Chinese in licu of wages, which
anplics that Bledsoe had employed Chinese laborers from the Tung Toek Tona during
e sumaner and fall of 1871, Ruther than pay the Clinese with sold dust, Bledsae simply
gavethem bis claum and all the related equinment (Bledsoe Deed, 1871; James, 1997,
Fhe Tung Tuek Tang was most hkely one of the {raternal organizations that the Chinese
formed) in those davs {(Chen, 1997:personal communication). The Chiness who came to
America were Cantonese from the Pearl River Delta in eastern Guangdonyg Provinee near
Canten ard Mong Kong, Most wore laborers from villaues and farms, But many were
merchunts who were well educated and possessed a high dewree of “husiness sagacity”
whici helped inumensely 10 the ackievement of busingss sucgess on the American frontier

(Chen, [997,

The institutional ramework that connected the Chinese communitics
scatiered across the West with the homeland was a complex network known as the Six
Companies. The Six Companics was a powerful mercantile organization that reprasented
the Chinese from the variows districts of Guanegdeng Province. The Cantonese were

characterized by “clannishness™ and:

“[a) merchant had autematic membership in one of the Six Companiss,
and then most likely belonged wo any number of benevalent tongs, at feasq
ane cian tong, and periiaps a seerel society tony or protection.  Tongs
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were part of the Chinese sojourers’ effort to preserve and maintain
mdigenous Chinese culture 1 a foreign land. Chinese values, rorms, and
behiefs were distinetly expressed in these organizations™ (Tsai, 1986) .

The well developed mercantile nevwork of the Six Cormpanies and access to the Snake
River placers provided by the Kelton Road made it possible for Chinese miners to
maintain contact with Guangdeng and therebv retain some of their cultural preferences.
Chinese mnerchants such as * Ah Mon Mong," the individual named in the Bledsoe deed.
kept the Chinese supplied with a variety of durable and practical items such as ceramic

wares and foodstuffs imponed from Guangzhouw.

The culturally diagnostic anifacts found scallered amonyst the
remainiag rock wall shebters and meming sites upriver attest to an cxtensive and
sigmif;cant Chinese presence all along the Sinake River. The coins, opium cans, and
potlery, reported to have been found i the vicimty of Doliman Island are antifacis tvpical

ai Chinese mining sites.

Merchants in (Guangzhou shipped large quantites of ceramic wares
0 San Franeisco. Increasing expansion of the wansparation infrastiructure permitied a
direct trade rowle between the remote intefior mining camps and the West Coast. The
types of Chinese ceramic wares found in the Snake River nuning sites arve similar 1o types
feund throughout the West and are therefore tnvaluable i1 determining whether or not the
Chinese were present [or a sustained period, The presence of extensive placer mining
teatures and abundant Chirese artifacts at Upper Salmon Falls certainly indicates that

Chinese miners worked claims in the vicinity,

Ay opiom paraphemaila, for example. metal containers and ceramic

cme bowls. is indicative of a Chinese presence. Oplom was widely vsed for varicus
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purposes during the [9th cennry, Many patent medicines contained opivr as the active
ingredient. Opium based medicines were abundant and constituted the only really
atfective drugs “to relleve pain and irmtation, to relax spasms, to produce siesp. 10 chock
seeretions, and to influence nutrition” (Scholl. 1925). The recreational use of opium,
that is opium smoking, was a very prevalent and perfectly tegal vice in the West during
e 1370s. Largety a cultura) attobute of the Chinese, smoking opium was cominonplace
and actually quite acceptable in southern Ching derng the 18005, During the 1860s,
13705, and on intg the 18305, opium was legally exported fror China to the United
Statzs (Cowtwright, 19823 Opiun came packaged in very distinetive rectanuular brass-
likee metal cans that comained 6.67 cunces and was sold over the counter at trading posts
throughout the West aloaw with alf the other necessities and luxuries sueh as brandy, ten,
sinpowder, and canned goods. In 1831, the 11th [daho Terdtorial legislature passed acts
aimed at regulanng the sale and preveating the smoking of oplum (Hawley, 1220),
Wihite most Clhinese used opium in moderation, use wis extensive; thus opium

pzrapiemalia 15 frequently [ound at snes having had a Chinese occupation.

The distinctive Chinese coins, or wen, with thetr square Lioles have
hegn fouwmd shrowghout the West in sites occupied by Chinese as well as Native
Arnencans. The specilic functicn of the wen is still not completely known. These coins
had no value as currency in gold camps where gold dust was the medium of exchange.
[3stead, the coins most Lkely served 24 ganmng pleces, talismans, to theow the F Ching,
or wy "Gua Shay’ the anclent {ofk romedy of coin rubbing to release “biood stasis which

blocks the How of Ch'1™ and sooth tense museles (Akin 19923,

The Chinese population was never fixed, the numbers of
Cinese miners on the Snake would have waxed and woned In response 1o mining

rartunzs, amal wintersumner miyrations. oo much or wo little water, and the
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avaability of opporiunities clsewhere, By the late 1570s, the number of Chinese miners
defipiely grew smaller as the placer vields dinvinished. A Beitish tourist who visited

Shashone Falis circa 1878 described Springtown as:

“ ... almmlet composed of a fow miserabiz Chinese huts, that hies buried
at the hase of the canyon 300 feet below., Here § found two merchants
who traded with the Chinese miners . . " {John Mortinter Murphy 1879).

Three separate accournis of an L88{ accident in which a ferry went

over Shoshone Falls kithing 2 or 3 Chinese men grovide the last meniion of the Chinese
presence in the Snake River Canvon. Tom Beil. a Aidele- plaving Scottish miner, started
opcratng a feimy above the Shoshone Falis in 1879, One day i June, 1380, Detl and rwo
Chinesz men were killed when Bell's ferry was swepl over Shoshone Fails. Walzamett
persenatly knew Bell and describes this incident :n “The Stary of Tem Bel! and His

Tragic Death™ in Reminiscences of Early Dans, published in 1926:

“Bell was asked w .. ferry over several Chinamen and their cargzo of
sroccrics o the north side . . AT went well wntl the curvent was reached.
when the Chinamen ashore notced the boat with its human freight, swirl
and plunge bow first towards that awiul chasm, Sonre thevghi that an oar
itad bean broken, others that the cument was just 0o strong L -, [T was an
exciling scene. All three men in the boat rose o their feet, cries coudd be
beard and one Chinaman was sure Tom Bell sang or chanted . . | In a few
seconds all was aver, net even a ptece of the beoken boat was
distingnishabie from the other dnft below the falis. The Chinamen ashore
mediately estabiished a camp below the falls 10 wait for the bodics to
rise and as they were reeovered they were laken o the top and buried uniil
thew could be shipped to China.,” (Walgamott, 1226).

Lueyv Stnicker, whase husband derman owned the Rock Creek

Trading Post at that ume, recalled in a 1942 imerview that one of the Chinese men killed



in the accident was an individual named Mon Chu. “the leader of the Chinese in the area”

iStricker, 1942)

In a wavel account published mn 1883 enutied Shoshone and Other
Western Wenders, author Edward Roberts brie/lv mentions Tom Beli's accident while
deseribing his visit 1o the Shoshone and Twin Falls sometime in the 1880s; “The only
man o lend historical interest to the Falls was Tom Bell. He was a miner who worked a
ciam on the island separattng the Bndal Veil Falis. His custom was to cross the river by
poat, One dav, when in mid-stream. s car Woke. T is needless to piotere the yvesuit,
Poor Tom went over the brink, of course, and Shoshone had its tragedy. [f Jocal
information may be relied upon, one or twa Chinamen have since shared Bell*s fate”

{Robens, 1885

During the late 15705, perhaps as the Chinese were leaving the
Saake River, there occwrred a revival of interest in Snake River placers, According to the
carhiest account (Walzamo, 1936), mining in the vicinity of the Fossil Beds and
Hagerman Vahey began in 1875 with Johnny Stewart. [n 1873 he staked 2 clanm known
Sdud Creek Bar at the mouth of Mud Creek, near Kanaka Rapids nonthwest of Buil.
Stewant’s acirvities included locating placer claims, killing two men that he had
emplaved, and then tlecing 10 the Black Hiils where he was killed in turn by the Sioux

{Walgamott, 1936).

According to the histonan H. H. Baeroflt ™ about {879 there was a
revival of mterest un the Snake River placers and an improvement in appliances for
mining them and saving the gold {Bancrofi, 1890}, Improvements in mining
technology, such as “burlap slnices,” cnabled miners o work the upper river benches

wihich contained promising amounis of zold bearing gravels and sands. (flen these



Bench placers were located as far as fifty 1o seventy fzet above the preseat level of the
river [Statey. 1960; Wegars, 1993} The fdahe Stwtesman, in an 1879 news article,
otfered a report on the revivad of placer mining in the Harerman Valley:

Mr, Sampsom Reed, just in from the Snake River area of the Mualad, savs
that the greal rrver placers arc all they have been represented. All wheo
have got to work are doing well. The lull in the excitement has been
caused by patties who located ground with the sole view of selling. Mr.
Reed will commience operations on his claims as soon as his plates arrive.
The claims adjoining his are making $100 per twenty-four hours {or each
clamm, working only one man ata tUme. Mr. Reed assures us tha the
Sruke River placers are all right. All that is nceded is read work (fdahe
Statesiun, 20 May, 1879}

[dano mistonan Merle Wells has cxpluned that the “plates”™ referred to
1 Lhe 1879 fdiho Sraresaran anticle had @ be nserted in the stuics box to aliow the
exirernely fine flour gold 1o seule put. These plares were not vsually chemically treated
but rather served as baffles which utilized the constant water flow {o separate goid from

araved (Weils 1o Wilthite, 1992 sersonal communication).
=, * r

At the Salhmoa Falls stte across fom Dobman Bsland, evidence
mdicates placer mining over 10 feet from the river. Buriap sluices were connected to o
swstem of ditches and JQumes which diveried water from upstream; simalar networks of
ditches are comimon features of the mining sites in the Hagerman Vallev (James, Gross,

and DeYoung, 1995).

The new mining methodoiogy and technology oflen required greater
capital investiment in equipenent than the previous ventures had needed. The Chinese
minmg investments had consisted. {or the most part. of large-scale, wiensive labor, a

resonree they had in abundonce, Uitstorian Rundall Rohe's assessment of Chinese river



[

miming in California is #lso applicable to the Snake River:

*. .. the Chinese proved particularly adept at river mining, often
succesding where Euroamericans fatled . . . While they used the same
basic methods and equipment 25 Euroamericans miners, the Chinese had a
distinct way of using them. Invanably the Chinese substituted labor for
machinery” (Rohe, 19961,

This revival in mining brought extensive mining activity to the steetch
of nver near the Fossil Beds and present day Hagenman, Corporate mining seems to have
started to dominate mining in the Hagernman Valley during the late 1870s. The New York
Mining Company mined in the vieinity of Salmon Falls and Dolman [sland. Regional
historian Helen Palmer has written that A fier these first comparies gave up, Chinesc
niners worked over the old diggings and signs of these workings ars still plainly visible™
{Palmer, 1959} Hagerman histornian Dick Couk has also stated that placer operations at
Dotman Island and the Buckeye were “company mining” {Cook, 1995: personal
communication). In adédiion o the New York Mining Co., the California Bar Mining

Company Hled claim on:

1000 aches of water known as Birch Creek situated between
Nitlingsley Creek and Malad Creck, for mining purposes and intend to
take it out by means ol ditches, flumes ot pipes for the above purposes
" (Hlagamman Mining Boak; Palmer, 19393,

In 1877 a post office was established at Upper Salmon Falls to
serve the burgeoning settlements in the Hagerman Yallew. The area was known at this
ume a5 both the Salmon Falls Mining District and Gouger’s Bend because of the mining
clatms which had become inereasingly prevalent ali along the Snake tn the Hagerman
Nalley (Palmer, 1939). This interest in mining, which continued wetl into the [880s, s
recounted hy many of the long tme Hageman Yalley residents vanous (Hagenman:

hstorv, nd.). White Dolman Island was mined by the companies, including the
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Buckeye property, small time operators were all up and down the area” (Dick Cook,
1993: personal commumnication}. In an interview taped in 1963, Hagerman Valley
promeer Farl Hopkins {now deceased), wha lived et the Clear Lakes Ranch berween [830
and 1903, descnbed placer mining along 1he Snake as being prevalent in the vicinity of
Clear Lakes and Salmen Falls. Mr. Hopking™ father drove the stage coach o the Salmon

Falls settlerment which predated Hagemman (Hopkins, 1963).

Minmg has had significant and long lasting cffects on the calture
and eeonomic developmem of the Hagerman Vallew, it provided a transitional economisc
activity thart sustained the livelihood of many settlers while agricultore was being
intreduced into the area. Many of the irrigation ditches that criss-cross the Hagerman
Valley were onginally dug to cany warer {or mining operations {Bover, 1995: persenal
communication). Luther JTacobsen. an early Hagerman sertler, did placer mining and alter
Ao quit mining. he farmed the land on the upper part of his placer elaim {The fFrer To
Aredve, nad ) Two miners, Andy Brown and 5id Smith, had placer claims along
Rillingslev Creek that “proved quite profitable™ | Seme of the claims along the river
were worked by an ofd hermit miner, Iimnue Divilbiss. He lived an his ¢laim 1o 2 cabln
and kept burros to pack in his supplies. Divilbiss tended to keep 10 himself and had little
interaction with his neighbors, One dav, Divilbiss was found dead o his bunk. The sixey
dollars found stashed in a can that Divilbiss had buried in his dirt cellar helped payv for a

decent burial in the local cemetery (Hagerman History, n. d.).

During the 1830s, agricuftural settlers began moving into the
Hagerman Valley and establishing the area’s rst orchards and farms, Among the first
Hagerman Valley pioncers was Robert Justice who ostablished un early cattle vanch in the
Hagerman Valley, Wlen Justice Srst investigated the Srake River he was impressed by

ihe arey, ic found the vallev inhabited by only a [ew placer miners and small ranches.




Fustice bought 160 acres of prime land along Billingsley Creek from a prospector who
waed o sell out and inove on. Reber’s brother, Wiil Justice, and R.C. Sraith filed on a
placer clanm mn the Salmon Falls district. According o one source, Will Justice recovered
enovgh flour gold to have S800 in 520 gold picces nuinted {Bagerman History n.d.;
Paimer, 1959). This account of a Hagerman Vallev land transaction mayv also explain
why the Chincse were not present in greater numbers. The simple fact is that land in the
Hageitnan Valley was being regarded as valuable by successive waves of Euroatmerican
setilers; the Chinese would have been permiited to hold on to claims located on land of

only mareinal value.

By the 1880s, a viable Euroarmerican community was beginning o
be sustained not just by placer mining but also by faming and ranching, Mining was
being conducted by mdividuals, many of whon divided their time between fanning and
placer miring. The Hagermtan Vailey miners held a meeting in late June 1884 1o reafiirm
et land elaims to four miles on the north side and two miles on the south side of the
mver (Muwphy, Freeman, and Bowler. 1993 Hagerman Mining Book. nd.}. A record of
this meeting was kept by the Salmon Fails Mining District secrerarv. J, 8. Hunt. who
iisted all who attended. The names include Marin Malone, R. L. Justice, M. L.
Tiompson, ROW. Lavton, W. L. Coltharp, M. 1. Brown, L. Miliar, Danic] White. and
I. E. Steveart {(Murphy, Freeman, and Bowler, 1992; Hagerman Mining Book, n.d.}. The
Hagernnan Mining Book constituies the official record and index of the valiey's mining
peniod. According to the recerd book. a single mining claint consisted of tventy acres.
The mining book documents that between 1878 and 1884, wide scale buyving and trading
of mininy propertics ok place. Corporate scale mining ventures bought out saller
independent aperations and tracking the ownership of specilic claims at this becomes
difficudt if wot impessible. The claims ure often described by their relative location ©

ehscure [ocal tand features and other mining claims rathier than absolute reference points.



To funher camplicate matters, claims were frequently subdivided and then renamed.

Dhuning the 18802 and on imo the 18%0s, the Hagerman Valley
communities grew iz size and agriculture. rather than miming, beecame the dominant
coonomic activity, Mining activities still persisied with many long- tme miners holding

on o thetr claims as well as several recent amvals rryving their luck.

Placer mining experienced anothier resurgence during the 19305,
in direct response 1o the Great Depression. The Gold Reserve Act, passed in 1934 ag pant
ol President Frankhin Roosevelt's New Dezl. raised the wold standard from 520 an ounce
ra 533, resulting in a Depression-era gold rush, especially in the West (fdahe Evening
News, 1934 Neweomb, Merrill, and Kiessling, 1940}, Dopression-era mining was a
distincily western adaptation o adverse economic conditions, Gold production, which
had been stagnant duripyg the 1920s. experienced stgrificant gams during the [930s in
states such as Califormie, Oregon. and [daho. [daho had the second highest nuimber of
placer miners 19 the nation during the 1930s and the Hagerman Valley was one ared in
partguiar thar offered ioeals with mining savvy the oppottunity o “beat Old Man
Depression”™ (Neweomib, Mernll and Kiessling, 19400, Long time Hagerman resident
Dhek Cook rocalled that a miner named Far] Padgett did some placer mining near
Hagermezan while unother miner named Charlie Peters mined on the Buckeve and ook “a

nile of moncy™ {Dick Cook, 1995: porsonal communication),

The minng based settlemenms in the vicinity of the Fossi)
Beds at Salmon Falls and Gouger's Bend were directly refated to the development of
Hagerman. The mining boon camp and “ghost towns’ are a phenomenon sirangely
pocliar w the history of the West.  Geography ard history combined to give the

Hagennan Vallev a strategic location. a diversity of reseurces, as webl as sublime



acsthetic appeal. Instead of becoming a ghost town, Gouger’s Bend and the Salmon Falls
Mlrung District continued to grow and diversify. Placer mining was the primary
cconomic activity that, for several vears, supported what was one af the few sienificant
aid disunctive Curvamencan settfements along the Snake River in the Hagerman Valley

of southem [daho.

HISTORIC PERIOD - THE HOMESTEADERS

THE SETTING

By the end of the 1870%, the fur irappers and much of ihe game
it the Hagerman Valley were but a memory, and the Aumcrican ndian cuelture was rapidly
dissipating, Emigrants passed through this desolate high desert as quickly as possible to
reach the ferile lands of Oregon. Those secking their fortune in gold had moved on,
leaving the meager digs along the Snake River, What attraction could possibly entice
people o remain? The incentive was water, transported by the abandonad placer inining
difches and available to farm the land. The period of settlement was about 1o comemence
and the hwroy folks involved were called homesteaders.

The jourttals of irsvelers along the Oregon Trail frequently
remarked on the Thousand Springs and their potential for warer-driven mills and [arming,
i ivwere not for their inaccessibility, Late in the Oregon Trail migration, Pavne's Ferrv.
downstream {rom salmon Falls Creek, provided the access. Eventually the Utain to Jdaho
Koiton stage road and stop were associaled with that ferry i Muiphey, ot al . nud.) Also.
freight wagons with mule teams began to travel the ruts where emivrant oxen once
nicdded. There was finally a support system to sustain settlement An understanding of
ihe Hagerman Vallev covironmeit makes clearer the monumental tasks (aced by the

homesteaders.
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For thousands of vears Juring ille more recent past, geolozically
speaxtng, the Hagennan Valley area has remained the high desen tvpical of the Great
Basin. This vegelation 1ype occupies what is now southern ldaho. and pants of Nevada
and Ltah, The annual rainfall is approximately ten inchies, a moderate portion of which
comes as snew. Temperatures olten exceed t00 degrees Fahrepheit in the summer and
sometimes dip below zero in the winter. Winds are common, which is why somie pophs
ilving todey on the 3nake River Plain jokinglv call the state “Tdublow.”

Wyoming hig sagebrush and spiny hopsase were interspersed with
two species ol rabbit brush as well as bitter brush. Lightning-caused fires maintained a
varted mosaie of brush age clzsses and composition, Native grasses and wildflowers wete
protiie whon spring raing were sufficient. Only the influence of the Snake River
providea any diversity with tree cover, Rocky Mountain juniper, wiilows, and black
cotionwood oecuplad the adjacent shores,

Wiidlis inciuding antelope, deer, ¢lk, moose, hear, beaver. rver
ottar, and muskral had been radicatly reduced or driven nway by the troppers, emigrans,
and placer miners. The sume was true for predators such 2s mountain lion, bobeat, wolf,
silver fox. and covole, As aresult, smalier mammais like mice, sabbits. ground squirrels,
and etlrers probably flourished but conmnued 10 have cyvclic populations controlied by
food supply und disease. Hawk. golden cagle and ow! {raptor) popularions quickly
responded Lo the changes in this tood base.

Reptiles and amphibians were another majot group of species
present, Wesiem rattlesnzke numbers respanded (o small manunal populations as did the
rapiors, Accounts from early setthers indicate that "rattlers" were abundant. Lizards
meluding the homed "toad" cecupied the arld lands. and frogs thrived in the aquatic
arzas. Turiles went extinet in Idaho from clinatic changes prior to the presence of

Smerican Inedians,



Insects were diverse and pieniiful. Songbirds and walerfowl
flourished on the insects, 25 well as upland game birds including sage grouse and geail.
Fish populations also depended heavily on insects for their survival, Birds such as
herons, white pelicans and kingfishers thrived on the fish. Species of salmon, trout.
stecthenad. and sturgeen were abundant when settlement began. Catfish had gone extinet
vefore the presence of American Indians.

Many aspects of setilement on the cast side of the Snaks River
arg well docurented by the [lagerman Valley Historical Socicty. The following
accounts are drawin from untpublished oral histories about the only known homestead on

the west side of the river in what is now the Hagerman Fossil Beds Natonal Monument.

THE TASKS

In this less than hospitable covironment the homesteaders had
to sibsist and swvive, They were tough. The joumey West made sure of that. Natural
sclection {survival of ihe fitest) applied to people as well 23 eritters, The necessary lasks
were numerceus and fomudabie. Shelter had 10 be built, but wood was availabie only in
“he distant mountams. What 15 now a one-houe drive teok several days 2v wagon 1o haud
fogs: as a result. most of the stmctsres relied heavily on basalt rock or were dugours
urrowed inte dinl banks. Sod roofs were common until the mtroduction of tin, Brush
had 0 be cleared by hand and cropiand tilled by norse. mule or oxen with hand-guided
plows., Water had 1o be ransferred from ditches to the fields for Hood-irigation. Some
settlers guickly realized that ratsing livestock on the native grasses among the brush was
caster than extensive farming. Sheen and catile were 2razed, and horses were added (o
the range.

The oral histories conducted by park stail led 1o important

mnfrmanon about the homesteaders. Dick Cook was mterviewed, becanse his fatker.

Elmer, pluved an intesral roie i the discovery of the foasils. Tlmer's older son, Vay.
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alzo contributed.  Asahel Gridley provided another kev interview. Their stories paint a

preture of the people, their vision, and the seemingly cndless work they put into the land.

THE PEQPLE

Dick Cook’s description of his family adds a dimension to

undersianding the homesteaders:

My dad's father came from Germany; [ don’t know where, Cook was
criginally spelied K-0-C-H. Don’t know too much about hitn. His name
was Wil There was four, maybe five, brothers and one gird in his family.
He wound up in Utah and some of “em were in Chicago. Some were
piupers and some got Olihy nch; one owned the Cook Coal Company.,
Another wus partners with Weyerhauser in the lumber business aind did
good. Two of the brothers almaost starved to death in a prison camp during
ihe Civil War atter being captured by the South; they eventualiy headed 0
Alaska 1o getin on the gold rush. Didn't end up with anvthing. My
granddad had a ranch in Urah, and had guite 2 few carile and then e went
i partners with a sheep owtfir. He figured they bad abour 17,000 ewes.
Then they had o depression and he went plum broke—-[at broke.

Vay Cook recounted, “My grandfather was crippled. A Lworse threw him aff ar
something. [n those days there was nothing you could do. Now, I think back and his Jeg
cotld have heen fixed.” Dick Cook added that their yrandfather’s name was John

Schooler, and e was kicked in the hip by a horse in 1387 on the Q. P. Johnson ranch.

Dick Cook said about his father:

Elmer was bom in Glenwood, Uah in 1887, His mother died when he
was § vears old. His dad started working in a mine in Fureka, Uiah. He
worked there & vear or so and then went into a dry tead mine somewhere
w1 Califonma and ruined his lungs, He was sick when thev left Owens
Valley headed for Mountain Homg, Tdaho, in a wagon. [t took them maost
ol the surmmrer. They ran out of money about Tonopah, Nevada, so he
went 1o work tar another miune for awhile, Eventually he made it as far as
Flagerman and dred that f3)] when Elnter was 12,
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Then Etmer stayed with his uncle Bill in Salt Lake City, but he hated him.
He ran away to Eureka and stayved with another unele and at 13 worked in
the wine hike a man. He worked all that winer to pay for a train ticket to
Shoshone. Worked inr the McFall Hotel as 2 bellhop ar night and shoveled
coal afier school. Put himself through the 8% grade. He met my mother's
folks and started working for them freighting from Shoshone to Twin Fails
unty their railroad came in.

My father, Flmer, started runming catle here in 1903 as an ormphan boy.

He went mto Charlic Gridley's bank to borrow some money to run cattle
on the west side of the nver, ‘Kid,” Charlie asked, “Where are your
parcnts? My father 1old him that they were dead and that Lie had been on
lus own for two years already. Charlie loaned him the maoney to buy catile
even though e was nuning them on the same ground that Charlic grazed
s Dorses!

Asahkel Omdlev was asked 1 the men ever worked in the
momiongs und then toek a break during the heat of the day; he replied, “You're talking
about the people that growed ap in this country, The G.. .damn weather didn™t bother
nobody here, That was just pant of living, They never cared what it was.” Dicl Cook

acded:

M dad had seine tough times carly on, but he was able 10 buy ten acres
and eventually increased it to forty. He did a lot of fishing and locked for
arrewheads, Oh, be liked to hunt. Times was too hard to travel. My folks
went to the mountains with teams and waogons and staved some in the
summertme. We ran about two hundred liead of cattle on the west side of
the rver: it was good range. My dad and [ ran cattle thers into the 60s
when the imgation pumping took over. [t was a great, corefreg lite with
lo1s of work and gamned littlle money. 1 look back and T think my
experiences were warth more than the highest paid job.

My mother’s name was Lvdia Ann Schooler. Her great-eranddad was
borm in 1813, Her granddad was bomyin 1842, He came west in [835%, [
pelieve with the Jowa Regiment. They got snowed in at La Grande,
Oreecon, and alinost starved 1o death there one winter; he wasn't merricd
then; be was fairly young. He went back and zot marmed. They crossed
the plams w4 wagon in 1362 and come to Fort Boise, Had two Lids; one
was 1y mom and [ dop’t know who the other one was, They was
basically freigliters. They fretahied the {irst lumber into Boise to huild the
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iirst lumnber butlding. They also freigited the first grain-thrashing
maciune into Boise. They left there and went to Texas for awhile, Wien
they returned here they settied on the Gridley Island. Then they freichtad
from Kelton, Utah, 10 Boise before the railroad come. Thev went from
there up 1o Wood River and came back to Hagenman abeut 1890, Then
they freighted from Gooding to Wendell apd Bliss to Heeerman. They
also broke horses and cowboyed—- anything thoy could to make a livine,
The Schooier Hote! was eventually built in Hagerman., Mom was bom in
1894, She wasn't verv tai} and only weighed about 98 pounds. Didn 't
really talk that much—unless she was mad. She had quite 2 temper. [t
took quite a bit to rile her up, though. Oh, she was a hard worker. Ican
say that for her. Took good care of her family. She liked 1o cook. She
canned quite a iot of fruit and she sewed some; not a great deal, Had a
treadle sewing maching and washed on a board.

Thev're all bunied here.

When Cook was asked if his parents were strict when he was growing up, he said:

Yeah, in a wayv they were and 1n another way they weren'o. [ didn’t have
any kids 0 piay with, you know. 1 played alone, but ook real enod cars
of my stufi. J've still got what fow tovs | had. Bui I'm real sure thai if
they had ever caught mac stealing amvihning or wold & lie they™d have killed
me. [ know they would've.

These memories reveal the Xind of peopie that homesteaded on what is now the

Monument.

THE EXPERIENCE

Charlie Gridley was one of the Nirst to use the free grazing in this
expansive sagebrush country,  His son, Asahel, provided a colorful glimpsc of bow they
caprtalized on these “wild™ horses. Since the horse went extinet in North America. how
did wild horscs get to the Hagerman Vailey? That question cannot be definitively
answered. The expedition of Spanish Conguistadors did not extend so far north, but it is
possible thewr escaped horses evenmally migrated to the valley., As previously noied, the
Amencan Indians in the area were not dependent on the horse for their mobility and

-

ffesivie as were the srthes 1o the nonbeast that hented buffalo, some 2mals mas have
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been orought or escaped here (Murphey), Oregon Trail jowmals allcee that gmigrant
norses were stolen by Amencan Indians, though the thieves may have also been white
wigrauders in disguise. Certainly weak horses may have been left behind, or others may

hiave escaped. Asahel Gridley provided another explanation:

My grandfather, Charlic. brooght them in from Gridley, California and
released Hem on the range. He had a Yot of wild horses on the desert. |
was busy with themn most of the ame—helping them out with the wild
horses. We had abownt ten thousand of them over the vears.

According o Cook, "The Ondicys had a large range horse operation on the wast side of
the river that stavted near Gleins Ferry and ran to Thyee Creck. | saw with my onwn eves
raeniy-iive nundred head abour 19337 Gridley sard, “They’d come down any one of
e ndges” daily to the Snake River for water, Cook added: “You could sce dust
coming aina orse trap, mestly about sundown. A line of horses would be in a slow ol
mavbe o hundred head ina bunch. They would range out 2 good Gileen nitles rom warer
20 thew did a lot of traveling 1n a day.”

Asked what ins dad was like, Gridley responded, “He didn't say
mzich, Kinda guict.” When asked abowt his mother, be said, “Her name was Jamie and
she was a wonderful woman, My mom rode, oo, side saddie and straight saddle, Had
one brother who dicd when he was aweek old. I never saw him. Also have four sisters.
Two were vounger and two were older”

According to Cook, the Gndievs constructed a rock and pole corral
adjacent ta Tuana Springs a few miles northwest of what s now the Monument. He said,
" The springs was just a trickle, but it was enough 10 draw the horses there for a drink;
ey ran thent 1nto the rock cormal™  Alarger wood posi and wire corral built later by the

Gridlevs was found on what 15 now the Monumient in 1993 by Chris Force, a National
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Paik Service archealogist. Cook said the poles were brought over from the carlier

Tuana Carral. Gridley staied:

A ot of horses went throuzh that corral. People would come over and
watch us brand. There were a lot of branding irons out there. Some of
those young kiuds wanted to ride a calt, They'd jump nght on ‘em. Buck
like hell' People would conre over and pick horses they wanted right out
of the corral. We'd halter break them and take them across the river
whenever they wanted them. We didn’t get much out of them; everybody
2ot a horse if they wanted one.

‘The corral was constructed with posts consisting of tree swems and smooth, heavy gauge
wire, It was about 100 feet wide and 15€ feet long. Cook cuplained its use:

To round theny up, the Gridleys would hold them off water for 2 day until
thev werg thirsty; then they would et them drink their ill. A horse fuil of
wiley can’t yun well so they are casier to herd. They had a pole comral on a
ndee flatwith a long wire netting wing ruaming downhill towards the
river. On the winyg they tied white rags all aver it so the horses couid sce it
cven when it was dark, They'd herd "em nght i,

{ remember one tine we rode up to the corral when Gridleys were
workmg colts; somceone wanied io know if 1 wanted something to eat.
Sure, | said! Thare was a branding fire with a lot of colt frics [testicles of
geided colisj roasting in1t. [ was only about six years old so they thought
colt fries would tum my stomach, but the joke was on them. 1 ate them
and wanted more. [ had emen hundreds of fries by then

What happened o the horses afier branding? Coek said:

Gnedleys swany a few range hovses across the river below the corral, We
swam our saddle horses there back of a boal, usually three or four at a
time. [ saw a {ew horses drown. ([ they zive up and get their head under,
thatisit. We swam a iol of cows there but a cow won't drown; they [loat.
Gridleys branded with a C. G, and in laer years a box on one side of the
jaw, then a bex on both jaws., We branded with a pitchfork on the right
ribs of our cattle.
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Gridicy said that afier branding the horses, they drove them through the sagebrush to get
themn downriver: “We'd take them down below Bliss and cross to the other side of the
river [or the ratlcoad yard. Took 1,300 off the first vear. Got six bueks a head for *em at
Bliss. They shipeed them out of there for meat,”™

That was the "Wild West,” According to Gadley, “A posse came
across my dad workin® horses. He bad a hell afa time convinein® those $.0.B’s that he
wasn't a robber. My dad was a good shot, but they didn’t [ose anybody.”

Cook sxpanded on the story:

Two teen age boys robbed a hardware store in Wendell and stole a few
things inciuding some guns. The two boys came down o the Owsley
Fomy and crossed o the west side of the river, In the mesntime, Wendell
organized a posse 1o hunt down the two bovs, they were well anmed and
mounted on horses. The posse split into two groups on the west side of
the river to cover more country. Fach group rede around cach side of a
stmall hill in a fast lope. When they met, panic took over and they hegan
o shoot at each other. Lucky there wasn't 4 yood shot in the bunch so no
ene was hurt, Next they went o the botlom of Yahoo canvon where
Gridleys had a hoerse camp, opened fire, and ran ail of them into the brush.
They didn’t hurt anvone at that camg, but kater on they ran into the nwo
boys and shat and killed ans of them. By this time the people of
Hagenman had had enough of Wendell's posse so thev uot together a posse
of their own and went after Wendeil's pesse. They found them headed
back to Wendell with the boy's body in a wagon. Hagerman's posse told
them not to say or do one more thing wrong or they wouid shoot all of
them. I guess they miade a real quiet tip being escorted by Hagerman's
nosse all the way hack 10 Wendell.

When asked 1f there were any American Indians stili living in the
vallew then, Gridley replied that ar Indian named “01d Buek lived out on one of the
islands. He was in World War I A ot of peopie ltved and died here and never left

Hagenman,™
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In those early times, there were mary hazards for the careless.
Gndley commented about snakes: “ Pretty near everyday I passed rattlesnakes
going up there. In those days there were lots of rattlesnakes; there was lots of biter

brush.” After a pause, he said, “Bui anyway, that's the way it was back then.”

Gridley also described the agriculture around Hagerman: “There
wasn’'t anything going on around here much other than what little farming there abways
is.” Most of the fanning was on the 1lagerman side of the river where the placer mining
ciurals weve already n place. On the Monument side, 10 2et water from upriver
transporied to the “[lal,” the gradient would have encountered the bluffs. and it was
impossible to construet 2 canal there. Tt wasn’t intil Fred Conklin had an idea how 1o get

water for crops that the {lat became a complete homestead. According to Dick Cook:

Y1y mother was born in a dugout on the cast side of the river overlooking
the Conkimn/Brailsford flars, as the old timers called it. Early people here
would just kind of dig a hole i the side of a hill and put a roof over it.
That’s about what it amounted to. Fred Conkiin was myv mother's uncle
and someume in the 1920s, I'red built 2 shack on that flat. For a few years
aman by the name of Lon Day and his wife lived there. Mrs. Day was
relaicd to my mother somehow, but [ don®t recall how. The house exterior
was covered with tarpaper, and on a hot dav vou couid smell it a miie
away, There was also a root cellar dug into a bank, and up the canyon was
a little spring box to get water and keep food cool,

The locations of all these structures have been identified by the National Park Service,
and preservation plans are underwvay.
Conkiin also burit a cable ferry across the over at this site. An undated photo

shows his ferry in use with the house in the background. Cook said, “*A road exiended

west past the house and up a2 nidge to the wp of the platcan; it was actually a well-traveled
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horse trall.” According to Cook, Conklin used his wagon on the road, and Brailsfords

terried their wagons and sheep over to graze on top of the bluffs.  Gridley said, ““Thers

were ots of sheep and they couldn’t go far from the water on that desert.” When asked if

he had used the ferry, he responded, *Nah, We'd just jump the horses into the rver.”
Conklin created the homestead by bringing water from the

Hagenman side of the valley across the Snake River. According to Dick Cook:

A woodcn pipeline was suspended on cables to convey water to Lhe west
side of the river. My father. Elmer, heiped Fred build ihe pipeline, which
was a large undertaking in those days, They borrowed a huge chain block
and tackle from {daho Power Company. It took a full day 1o winch the
heavy cable only a few feet. They anchored the cable in sood, up in the
rocks, noi far from the dugout where my mother was born.

Gridley also spoke of the pipeline but could not remember who built it.

Conklm connected the pipeline outflow 1o two canal systemns, The
lonwer canal ran south around the end of a ndge above the Snake River and conigured
across the terrain for about one quarner mile to reach the uphill side of the Nat. Cook
noted, A few crops of alfalfa hay were ratsed, but jack rabbits were thick and ate most of
i

The upper canal was constructed by piling up a ridee of dint abowt
two feet high and three feet wide on which the pipe was extended. At the end of this
raised canai where its gradient reached the natural elevation of the terrain, 2 T was
tormed where one canal continued southwest for about ene-quarter mile upriver 1o

expand the {lood-irngation crop area. The other canal went northeast for only a couple

hundred fect. along which it appears that several minor gravel deposits were worked
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hyvdraulically for goid. Cook believed Conkiin built that canal 1o imgate another flat
avoui one-hall mile to the north for more crops.  The upper canal svstem was never
compicted. Cook explained: “One winter a group of Hagerman students playing hooky
buils a fire in the end of the wooden pipe and bumed ii all down. Al that was Icht of the

pipeling was suspension cabies.”

The tragedy and disappointmens of this fose must have been
staggermg. The destruction of the pipeline and its agricultural water was the death-knell
of the homestead. It is unknown whea Conklin quit using the site, when the Day family
left, or when the house dicappeared. A 1934 photograph in the Smithsonian Institution
archives shows the pipeline support on the west side of the Snake River and cable
sagging mto the water; they no ionger remain, The photo also shows the house was gone
by then. Eventually, the ferry sank, and the Gridlevs' corral collapsed. The Burean of
Land Management was responsible for management of the area and terminated arazing in
1984 1o protect the {ossils. Today thesc historic sites are eovered with sagebrush/grass
and are being detnmentaily impacted by a dint road that teads 1o the only wheel chair
accessible site along the River. Test excavations are needed 1o determing the spatial
anangement of the site 50 the Toad can be relocated. A subsequent, thorough site

excavation is critically needed w recover more information from remaiming artifacts.

HISTORIC PERICD - FOSSILS

As an infant nation. the United States faced an identity crisis. Not oniy did
Armencans need a strong government and a robust economy—-they needed their own
cuhturai identity to estabiish themsclves beside European nations who looked down their
long histonical noses at the upstart transplants in the New World. Abbe Raynal wrate

from: France. "One must be astonished that America has not yet produced one good poet,
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and established penalties for destroying any historic or prehistoric ruin on federal Jand.
Unlike the act establishing national parks, it authorized the president to sct aside by
prociamanion historie places, landmarks, and structarss as national monuments. s
enaciment created 2 mechanism with which federal officials, professionals, and other
special interest groups could accomiplish preservation goals without waiting for popular
or congressional consensus.  President Theodore Roosevelt employed the new act 1o
create Devils Tower, Patrified Forest, Montezuma Castle, and E] Morro national
mopuments in 1906, and the Grand Canyon in 1908, These proclamations protected the
areas from land claims, but Congress again provided little money for funding, and the
tooting of archeological treasures continued {Rothman, 1989).

The 1ssue of preservation versus management persisted. By the early
1900z, men ke Mair and Horace McFarland, president of the American Civie
Association, had recognized the necessity of working within the system to preserve
wildemess in the parks and called for a centralized administrative system. Sccretary of
the Interior Richard Ballinger requested a national park burean in his 1910 report.
Ballinger's successors ar the Interjor, Walter Fisher and Franklin Lane, continued to
champion the proposal. Int 1912, President Howard Taft implored Congress to establish a
Bureau of Nationat Parks. However, the Forest Service, created to manare woodlands
aid led by Pinchet, opposed such a bureau, sceing it 25 a competitor for resources and
suspecting an augmented national park system would iy to Teserve the lands under jts

yunsdiction. Despite opposition, on August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson signed
the National Park Service Act, which attemnpted to bnidge the issue by charging the parks

D promote recreation as well as preserve natuee, Though McoFarland and his allies had
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sought a more comprehensive act, at least the defense of the parks and monuments had
vecn shified to the full responsibility of the federal sovernment {(Miles, 19635).

The addinon of the National Park Service provided a sysiem of
management where there had been none. but wildemness activists like Charles Walcott
belreved the national parks could be berter guided by adding an organization of people
outside he government and unobstructed by politics. On May 19, 1919 Walcot, a
paleontoiogist and former secretary of the Smithsonian Institute, signed with several
others the anticles of incorporation that formed the National Parks Association. This
group of prominent educators and scientists made education its chief mission, while also
addressing the matter of standards for national parks and menuments. Finally, with both
the National Park Service and the Mational Parks Association established, the country
held ithe means necessary o oversee its nawral and cultral hentage (Miles, 1903).

Science had grown as an imelleciual power in the late 19" century,
supplyving tnsights into nature and tools for oversceing forests and other resources. Many
scicibists led influential institwtions such as univessities, the Smithsonian Insiitute, ang
the Amenca Museum of Natural History, and they brought the power of their
constituencies to the national park movement. Citizen activism also emereed as a
nersuasive force in the 19" cantury for reforming govemment, industry, and land usc.
With progressivism in the air, clubs and associations centered on diverse reforms
affceting the enuire American landscape. Virually every cause had its ciiizen advocacy
group and zach park its defenders. By the early 20™ century, Pinchot and his colleagues
bad made wise use synonymous with conservation, but Muir's wildemess proponecnts

enjoyed unprecedented grassroots support. When the Smithsonian Instituie ventured to
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Hagennan, Idaho. at the end of the Roaring Twenties to unearth fossils at a futyre
national monument site, conscrvation had become prart of the American soeial

aivironment, and wildermess had become 4 cult {Miles, 1965

The Smithsonian Institution Finds Hagerman

In south-centrai Tdaho, the small town of Hagerman sits directly
opposiie 4 serics of steep bluffs shaped by the Snake River cutting through the Glenns
Femy Formation. Over thres million vears ago. this fornation was deposited as sand, silt,
and clay by rivers associated with the lakes on whai is now the lower Spake River Plain,
Durnng the Blancan Land Mammali Age, fossils accumulated along the sastern perimeter
of the Glenns Ferry basin. [n this region, the Snake River fows due north with the
Hagerman fossil beds resting on a plateau west of the tiver, Only 14,500 years ago. the
Bonneville Flood enlarged the valley. The enormous deluge ripped across the Snake
River Plain and covered the valley {Joor. leaving behind meleon gravels, the large,
reunded basalt boulders that litter the Hagerman countryside. Through millennia, runoff
{rom scasonal rains deeply dissected the river-carved blufTs and created ravines in which
fossils could be found—a treasury of fossils Including the world's largest sarmpie of an
extingt, zebra-itke ancesior 1o all modern horses (Akersten and Thompsen, 1992),

In the early 19205, Hagerman rancher Elmer Cook discovered the
horse quarry sitc while chasing cows 1t an inaccessible wash on the west side of the
Snake River. He began collecting a farge cache of {ossils, sometimes dumping out his
Bult Durham 1o save the small bones of mice, shrews, or {ish in the tobaceo sack. Cook

wrole letters for several years in an effort to interest the government in his fad, but the
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hones did not gain national atteation wntil 1928 when Harold Steams of the U.S,
Geological Survey found fossils on Cook's front porch, While gathering data on idaho
ground water resources, the geologist had heard about the rancher’s large coilection and
paid him a visit, Impressed with the material, Stearns asked to see the site and collect
fossils of his own, He semt almest two hundred pounds of material 1o Dr. James Gidiey at
e Smithsonian’s U.S, National Museum. The bones were identified as the remains of a
new species ol fossil herse, and the Smithsonian made excavation plans for the following
summer {Cook, I, 1996},

Gidley wasted hitle tme arranging the Nanonal Museum’s first trip
to Hagerman. [t would be the first of four Smithsoman excavalions over the next six
vears. Gidley lefi Washington on June 24, 1929, for Idako Falls 1o meet Stearns. He
spent the first days following lus armival surveving major areas of southem Idaho,
including McCanmon, American Falls, Twin Falls, and Bliss. After thoroughly
explonng the countryside. a group consisting ol Gidley, Stcams, C P Singleron, Fread
Conklin, Eimer Cook, and Frank Gamier made camp on (he plateaur above what would
later be named the Hagerman Horse Quarry. The Smithsonian had persuaded Singicton.
credited with the discovery of the imponant Pleistocene fossil locality in Melbourne,
Florida, to come west and be pan of possibly another grand discovery. Gidley hired
Hagerman local Conklin to consiruct boxes for siupping the fragile fossils back to the
Smithsonian in Washington D.C. Cook pulled himsclf away from his ranch lo dig in the
quarty and survey other areas. Ihis enthusiasm and knowledge of the area made him a
vatuable asset on ail four Smuthsonian digs. Gidlev hired Gamier, another local resident,

W be the cook and camp man. When Gamier lelt the dig at the end of July, the Idaho
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Power Company had empioved most of the available men in the region 0 ercet a new
power plant, and finding a suitable replacement proved difficult for Gidley. Luckily for
the Smithsonian siaff, Cook’s wife, Lydia Ann, assumed the duties of keeping the camp
111 order and prepanng the meals (Gidley, 1929).

The purpose of the expedition was 1o acquire good collections of
fossil bones tTom the more impaortant localities and attempt to determine the age of the
vanous sedimentary deposits of the Snake River Vailey., Material gathered during the
trip would be uscd for exchange with other museums, as weil as for the purpose of study
and exhibition within the National Musewn itself. By early July, Assistant Secretary of
the Smithsoman Alexander Wetmore concluded Gidley's work should focus on Idaho for
the rest of the sunmer of 1929, In his July @ letter 10 Gidley, Wetmaore suggesied the
plenned expedition to Muntuna be pasiponed in favor of additional time in ldaho. On
Tuly 21, Gridley responded: “T agree with you that the Idaho work is now of major
imponance the rest being side issuss to be postponed or shandoned as seems best later,
and of course Hagerman is ot present the chiet point of attack.™ [He had already shipped
1,300 pounds of horse fossils to the Smithsonian, and he hinted there might be enough
material in the “old hill” to suppiy all the big museums of the country with exceptional
collections (Gidley communication o Whetmaore, 1929),

In August, fossil bones were still coming strong, The group had
already prepared four boxes for shipmient to Washington 13.C., while nearly five more
baxes of matenal waited 1o be stored. The hones were abundant and casy to dig, but
some were hard for the Smithsonian stafl to handle, Large. casted fossils required a

wooden sled io remove. Since the trail was too narow for a horse weam, they used
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Cock’s oid workhorse, Fred. Gidley explained in a letter the difficulty in salvaging the
delicate fossils: “They are in soft sand, many of them partlv encased in 2 hard
contemporary rock, and usually muxed without thyme or reason. To add to our troubles
many of the bones ot protected by the rock are very fragile and much cracked up
requiring niuch gum and plaster, then even it is not possible to save some of them {Gidley
communication o Gilmore, 1929).”

Preserving the brttle bones was only one kind of trouble the crew
encountered. Hagerman's native scorpions and ranlesnzkes provided another, The
Smithsonian deterined a nine-inch scorpion captured by Cook on the Hagerman biuffs
1o e one of the world’s largest. A week later he found ancther eleven inches long. He
pub it in a tomato can and wied 1o carry it out in his pack, but when he heard it prving an
the lid, he let it 3o, Once Cook had to grab his young son, Dick, and throw him down the
Eill when the boy comered a ranlesnake on the narrow, steep-sided trail to the guarry,
While snakes and scorpions stariled, the weather ageravated. In nearly every letter
Cidley wrote, he mentioned the heat or the wingd and sometimes both. The intense heas
prompted carly monmung stanis. and the high winds meant work might be postponed or
called off for the day. Water especially was a 1ough issue for the camp. The nearcst
source, the Suake River, reqiured negotiating a steep, twenly-five mile wail with horses 1o
full the five-gallon milk cans used for storage. Gidley cven refused to let the tobacco-
chewing Gamnier share the communal canvas waterbag {Gidley communication to
Giimore, 1929

Strict about water and work, Gidley was alse poad-natpred. When

ihe crew inadveriently got into an ant nest, he danced around and siripped off with the
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rest of them. Singleton, a pipe-smoking Georgian in jodhpurs, laughed @1 others™ ant
bites but had to endure his own torment when a snake skeleton he had found mmed gut 1o
be # horse’s tal. Cook and Conklin gave the camp another good story when they drove
to pick up a load of fossils. The peopte ahead of them on the old coyvote trapper road
tumed off on the same road they had 1o take. The other outht umed again on the same
road they had to wrn on, After a thivd time, the two men ahead of them jumped out with
niles. Cook just drove around the men, a coupte of moonshiners whoe thought they had
been caught (Cook, D, 1996,

By August 22, Gidley decided he had accomplished encugh for the
fivst season in Hagerman, The Sinithsonian crew stored all its camp eguipmeni in a
warchouse loguted nexi to the Ment Store i1 Hagerman. Besides being inexpensive, it
meant less o bring back the following sumimer. Gidley lefi Hagenman on August 23,
1929 When ne returned 1o Washington D.C., he planned 1o quickly <lean and prepare
he fossiis recovered in Hagerman but encountered another frustration. Though he had
sent five crates on the Oregon Shor Line Railroad from Bliss on july 7, only four boxes
arrived at the museum on August [ He was unaware of the lost box umuil his armival at
the Smibsonian i early September. On September 14, the museum shipping clerk sent a
terier o the freight agent inquinng about the lost parcel, bui no reply came from Bliss.
Angerad by the upparent disiaterest of the railroad, Assistont Secretary Wennore also
sent a letter to the freight agent in Bliss. Finally, almost one month after the shipping
clerk’s first letler, the ratlroad respomted, The package was traced to Baltimore and
defiverad persorally so Gidley on October 19, 1929 {Gidley communication to Whitmore,

1929},
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Gidley’s crew sent three tons of specimens to Washington 12.C. that
summer. Mostwere of a single species of extinet horse Jater named Equus simplicidens
and included fossils of o]l ages and both sexes. Not only had the Smithsonian discovered
the largesi single sample of an extinel species of horse, it had also found the carliest
kiown representative of the modern horse genus, Squus. The Smithsomian’s first season
in Hagerman armpused great excitement and expectation in the scicntific world

(McDonald, 1993),

Maximum Yield

Letiers from mosewns and universities from all comers of the
countyy pourcd 1nto the Smithsonian after the first sezson at Hogerman, Eager museum
curators and paleoniologists wanted details about the variety and number of fossils
recoversd. as well as future plans for the Horse Quarry. In response (o 2 letter written by
WD, Marthew, Chair of the Department of Paleontwlogy at Berkeley, Wetmore outlined
plans for a secend np to Hagerman in the eariy sumemer of 1930, Fe planned 5o send
(idlev to the same Idaho sites opened the previous vear. Wetmore wrote, “We expect to
develop this site carefully so that ihe maximum vield of seientific maternial wili be
oblained ... and | believe that we shal] have some material that we can {et you have in
exchange later (Whetmore communication to Mathews, 1930

In early Maw, 1930, (ndley and his assistanis traveled back o
Hagerman to resume werk at the Horse Quatry, Instead of the previous summer’'s
devastating heat. the Snuthsonian crew found themselves in the middle of a cold

rainstovm. This vear’s camp included C. B Singleton, §. P, Wells, Eliner Cook, Frank



Camier, #nd 1. Young Rogers, Singleton, making hus second tnp to Hagerman, worked
as chuef {icld assistant. Wells, a graduate student from the University of California.
received his [irst opponunity 1o work with the Smithsonian in tdaho. Cook retumed, but
his artendance was sporadic. Gamier came again as camp cook, but like the vear before.
he [efl, After a weelk’s services, Gidley replaced him with Rogers (Gidley, 19303,
The rain made the din roads slippery and hazamons, pestponing
e crew’s wek 1o the high desert platcau near the fossil bone deposit the Smithsonian had
worked the previous vear. The growp spent [ive davs indoars walting for the weather to
break. ™ot untl May 9 did sunshine offer a reprieve. The men loaded their two ton Ford
truck with a week's rations, boxes, tumber, and thirty gallons of water. To reach camp,
ihey had 1o cross the nver on the main highway bridge four miles south of Hagerman and
then iraverse twemy-five miles over a rarely used, hilly. dirt road. Part of this route
foliowed the same path many piongers took as they jouneved the historic Oregon Trail,
and Gidley procurcd three cast iron hub-thimbles for the National Museum'’s collection
during one o' the biweekly tt7ps to town for food, water, and materials (Gidley, 19307,
With camp established, work began at the bone deposit situated at the
southern edge of a shert hill jucting curt from the border of the plain, The parry had to
first remove overburden from the bone-bearing layers. In the Horse Quarry, it was ofien
necessary 1o spend hours and even days shoveling the eross-bedded bands of cozame and
tine sand 10 reach the fossil laver. As the crow uncovered bones, they brushed them
clean. then saturated cach with a thin solution of gamn arabie. Following this treatment,
Gldley and his assistants funiber safeguarded the delicate bones by adhering burlap

dippaed in raw flour paste or thin plaster of paris. When dry, it formed a light, tough
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jaeket sirnilar to casts for broken human bones and necessary for packing and shipping to
Washington D.C. Cock ran out of plaster of paris once while casting fossils by himseif.
e built & fire to heat some yypsum and ground it up us a substitute. According to his
son. Ldick, the Smithsonian wrote and asked “what in ihe he!l he cast those fossils in
because they couldn’t get it of " {Cook, D., 1996)

The only insights imte the Smithsonian’s second expedition come
from Gidley’s lone journal armjcle written for the National Musettin in 1939, Gudley
never returned to Idaho; iliness kept him from feading a third Smithsenian dig at
Hagerman, and he died in Washington D.C. on Seplember 26, 1931. His life’s work
centered on the science of venebrate paleontelogy, and his research on fossil horses
carmed him distinetion. His final fournal article concerning fossil excavation in Idaho
conveyed not only aceounts of his work in Hagerman. but also revealed his passion for
discaovery:

To the fossil hunter such a deposit as the one here deseribed is of much
more than passing muerest. First there is a satisfaction in working out
successtul technigue for collecting and preparing the bones for shipment
to the faboratory; and there is the added keen pleasure of anticipation and
expectation, as foot atter toot and vard after vard of undisturbed sround is
worked over. that the next bane o he discovered and developed will prove
1o be new 10 science or at least a better spechmen than has before been
found of an already known specics {Gidley, 1930).

Beoise resident Richard P. Envin shared Gidlev’s passion and had
long believed scientists would someday discover Idaho as a [ield for invesiigation. He
ook a keen Interest in the rock writings af Native Americans and considered all reminants

of Idaho history important. Thinking the state muscum should make efforts to acquire

Hagerman [orse fossils, he asked the Idaho State Historical Society to seek a cooperative
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axpedition with the Sinithsonian in their upcoming 1931 scason. When the board voted
in favor of hus idea, Envin’s wife wrote to Gidley inguiring if a joint effort would be
agreeable. Grdley repiied the decision was not his, but he could think of no reason why
an agreement satistactory to hoth parties could not be arranged; owever, he did offer
some advice, He believed the Society would be better served by sending one
representalive rather than a group: “The natural result of two parties working the deposit
at one time and dividing the material on the ground would be to separate permanently the
more of less scatiered bones of single specimens.” Gidley advised the Historical Society
i contribule money 1o the expedition and send one man to receive instruction on proper
micthods of fossil bone callection. And he assured Mrs. Erwin the Boise Museum would
obtain a liberal amount of fossil material for their contribution, as well as a better
representation than the Society could hope 1o get by undenaking the work independently
{Gidley communication to Frwia, 1930).

Mus, Crwin shared the general ptan outlined by Gidley with the
board mempers, and they approved unanimously, The Historical Society quickly
authorized a 5200 conribution, hoping the amount would be enoueh to secure 2 good
amount of fessil material for the stave mueseurm, On June 5, 1931, Assistant Secretary
Wetinore officially welcomed their cooperation and agreed to accept Roise™s $200
donation {Erwin commmunication to Gidley, 19313,

By June 1, Smithsonian paleonteiogist Norman Boss had left
Washington to begin the Institute’s third expedition. After ariving in Bliss on the 4%, he
traveled by bus lo Hagerman, where he met crewmembers C.P. Singleton, Charles

Bremumer, and C.W. Claldwell Jate inibe evening. The group gathered equipment and
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supphes and left Hagerman on the 8™ 1o establish camp near the Horse Quarry (Boss

commumication to Wetinore, 193173
On June 13, while Boss and his Smithsonian erew eollected

material left over from the previous year, the Historical Society hired Harold Tucker of
the College of Tdaho at Caldwell as their representative in Hagerman. Tn Tucker's first
letier to the society, he told of three skulls and a jaw he helped uncover, as well as the
harsh winds that blew all day. He was experiencing all facets of fossil collection: the
removal of overburden, the search for the fossils, their retrieva] from the ground, and
their preparanen for shipment. Also in the letter, Tucker requested gum atabic, ton
gunnysacks, and fairly touzh but not too heavy wrapping paper for casting and pacling
bones. He believed the items could be purchased in Boise and sent to the Smithsonian
camp less expensively than they could be bought in Buhl or Twin Falls (Tucker
conunumcation w Erwin, 1931).

The work force stripped away ¢nough overburden using a plow and
a horse-drawn seraper Lo reveal a bone-hearing laver approximately 300 square feet,
With all the din removed. fossils could be found in great abundance, By the end of J Lk,
the crew had recovered five complete horse skeletons, 32 skulls, 48 pairs of lower jaws,
and numerous 1imb and foot bones 1n excellent condition representing both sexes and all
stages of growth. The season’s work filled 37 boxes weighing 8,332 pounds, The group

also found the fossil remains of birds, turtles, and fish (Boss conununication 1o Wetmore

1231).
On July 24, Tucker wrote to Boise infornting the Historical Society

o1 the current situation at the diz. Boss wanted to break camp on August 3, so Tucker
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needed timber 1o build boxes for shipment and a truck 1o haut the fossils to Boise. He
wrote of the Smithsonian’s decision 1o give the Idaho State Historical Society one fifth of
the matenal uncovered in Hagerman, but he also reminded his employers of the work still
ahcad to prepare the fossils for display (Tucker communication to Pcasley, 1931).

Before leaving Hagerman, the lean-laced, sun-darkened Boss sold all
the Smithsonian’s camp cquipment. Nothing would be waken back to Wasiington or
stored in Martin's Warehousc, 2 depanture from vears past. It seemed the Smithsonian
had zo further plais in Hagermian. somcthing Mrs. Enwin understood when she had asked
to coopcrate on the Smithseaian’s “third and (inal top (Wetmore to Boss, Tucker 1o

LR}

[Erwin)

¥ore Than Enough Fossils

Alter the first three Smithsonian excavations, the United States fell
into economic depression following the siock masket crash of 1929, A sense of despair
overtook the country, and neither Presidem Herbert Hoover nor his administration could
spur the economy or lift the nation’s spirits. In 1932, voters put their faith in Frankiin D.
Roosevelt’s promise of a new deal. As a result of Rooscvelt's New Deal legislation and
the ieadership of his Secretary of the Imenor, Harold Ickes, (he Nationai Park Service
became one of the most formidabie federal agencies. By the end of the 1930s, the
number of arcas govemed by the Park Service more than doubled, permanent staff grew
significantly, and the scope of its oblizations greatly expanded. When Roosevelt issucd
Executive Order 6166 to make goveriument mare controllable, one of its provisions

Lrapsicrred responsibility for preservation to the Park Service; Roosevelt ceded
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Jurisdiction of all memordals, military cemeteries, battlefields, md numerous other sites to
that agency. From then on, the guardians of Yosemite looked after the Statve of Libeny
and Antietam as well. The order also opened greater opportunities for historical
Iterpretation to the Park Service. Through interpretation of sites, park rangers could do
much more than merely gutde visivors; they could reveal the essence of a particular park.
‘The Park Service had entered 2 new era when the Smitheonian seni Dr. C. Lewis Gazin,
fured in 1932 as assistant curator of fossil mammals, on a fipal expedition 1o Haverman
{Rathman. 19863,

On May 18, 1934, Gazin lelt Washington by train and stared the
Smithsonian’s fourth journey to Idahe’s Snake River basin, Atong the way, he stapped in
Putisburgh, Chicago, and Denver, touring the exhibit halls of local museums and visiting
colleagues. George Siembury and George Pearce met Gazin as lie came off the train in
Bliss op May 28, The threc drove to Hagemman, bought groceries. and sel up their camp
Acar the same guarry worked by Gidley and Boss. Dick Cook rentembers Gazin as “an
ofd man with a white moustache, a white cap, white shirt, white pants, everything was
white,” [n spite of the dig’s demands. the scientist took time to set the small bov on his
knge, el hav stories, and give im gum (Cook, D, 1996),

Gazin described the quarry as being in extremely poor condition,
mostly owing to wind-blown sand and a cave-in of the 45 Feet tali back wall worked three
years previously by Boss. A substantial amount of overbunden bad to be removed to
work the bone-beanng tayver, Gawin hired Harry Hall, a local prospector and cxperienced
mingr, to blast out a large section of the back wall, and Richard Clifford used his

workhorse team and {resne (scraper) 1o remove debris from the quarry. White Hall and
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Cirtford removed tons of dirt, Gazin, Pearce, and Etmer Cook prospected other sites near
the camp. In these sites, the group recovered various horse fossils, the skull of an extinct
species of antelope, the skuils and lower jaws of fargs beaver, and the bones of a puina-
ike cat (Gazin communication to Wetmore, 1934),
On July 1, over thiny days atter Hall and Clifford began clearing the
Horse Quarry, it was ready for excavation. Gazin described the quarry in detail:
The exposed sucface of the fossil bed was in plan the shape of a crescent
about 55 feet hetween tips and abowt 1§ feel from front to back across the
widest poriian. The back wall rose irom both ¢rds of the cut to a point
somewhat over 50 feel ingher than the middle of the bone layer. Tite
dump in from of the quarry cxtended some 30 or 60 feet out from the edge
of the bene layer and represented the accumulated debris of three seasons
of quarrving in addition to the marena moved duning the present season.
Because of the high concentration of bones, large blocks of earth had to be taken up and
carefully bound m burlap and plaster of paris. Though Gazin's party unearthed the
remains of many different animals, the bulk of the fossils coliected belonged to the
exunct harse, Eguus simplicidens (Gazin to Wetmore, 1934).
Prospecting the oloffs south of the guarry along the west side of the
Snake River, the crew fourd a vanety of other animals in the weil-exposed fonnation.
Within its sandy slopes the group encountered the widest variety of fossil remains found
dunng the expedition, amony them a shrew, a sinall dog about the size of a covote, a
saber-tooth cat, a large otier, beaver, muskrats. ground squirrels, rabbits, sround sioths,
mastodons, and wo species of camel. In addition to the mammais they found an
assortment of birds, turtles, snakes, frogs and fish. Gazin specifically mentioned the

skeletal remains of three peceartes uncovered by Pearce: “an aduli and two voung

huddled together almost as 1a lite” that looked compiew { Gazin to Wetmore, 1934).



Dy August 5. Gazin and his group began making crates to ship all
the fossils they had collected. They built 36 boxes from 320 feet of lumber, and used
over 1.200) pounds of plaster of paris in order to ready the 15,000 pounds of fossils for the
irain ride to Washingion D.C. By the 16" the bones were sent, and Gazin traveled to
ather locations prospecting for mare material. After searching near the Bruneau River,
Grand View, and Stinker Creek, he decided to end the season {Gazin to Wetmore, 19343

Berween 1934 and 1938, Gazin published articies on fossil shrews,
mustelids, sloths, hares, and horses collected from the carlv Pliocene in Tdaho. His
efforts, combined with the work of Gidley and Boss, seemed to cover all poinis of
mierest in the arca, Since the Smithsonian had more than enoueh fossils 10 exchange
witn mterested museums across the country, it appedred funiher explorations and writings
concerning the deposits at Hagerman could onlv be an act of repetition (McDonald,

1993,

Rediscovery

Ower twenty vears after the final Smithsomian excavation in 1934,
the steep blufls opposite Hagerman once again erawled with scientists. This rime
atiention centered not on the larger specimens but un the eriticatly important smail
Fhliocene fauna like snails and rodenis. Claude Hibbard and Dwight Tavlor spemnt several
seasons exploring the Hagerman fossil beds dunng the late 12350s and 19605 and
collaborated on a series of journal articles. Hibbard, werking for the Universil}' of
Michigan, wrote on insectivores, rabiits, and rodents found from the Pliocene in Idaho.

Aldred Bowler, who brought tis young son Peter ool to work on the Hagorman



153

17

excavations, desertbed the paleontologist as “tall and dark, a very striking man.™ Dick
Cook recalled Hibbard's aversion to buzzards: “The worst thing he ever studied, They
would puke and stink—-he said it was his worst assignment.” Taylor, working for the
United States Geological Survey, wrote extensively on snails. Hibbard's and Tavior’s
cooperanive arlicles provided a detailed study of Pliocene and Pleistocenc faunas in the
western U5, They aimed io advance the knowledge of the geclogic range and
stratigraphic value of many fossils and o create a mere solid foundation for
envionmental interpretation of fossii deposits. Their work helped estabiish Hagerman
not enly as a source for horse fossils, but also as a world standard in Pliocene fauna
{Hibbard, 1938).

Tames Reid Macdonald had long carried an ambition 1o reopen
the Horse Quarry and collect a representation for the Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County. The opportuntty eluded him until afier his museum’s work in thie Anza-
Borrego Desert when a Hagerman collection becarne a “must” for companison with the
tossils excavated there, On June 1, 1966, Macdonald and Flovd Humestan left Califomia
and raveled to [daho, Thev organized camp ncar the edeze of the Snake River across
irom ihe stoking falls of Thousand Springs. Unlike the Smithsonian excavators,
Macdonald had a bulldazer to remove overburden and level the quarry face. Afier a day
with the bulldozer, Macdonald, helped by University of Michigan students undcr the
divection of Hibbard, spear a week shoveling the coarse-grained sand and ciay. The
sroup uncovered an average of a skulil a day, with the other skeletal remains jumbled
iogelther in the anctent sandbar. Students found fossils in solid concretions and in soft

sand, but all specimens had 1o be carefully handled apd untangicd in proper sequence 1o
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preserve as much of the bone as possible. By the end of fune thelr linds included 23

norse skulls, a colt sketeton, and a hwze pile of misceHaneous bones represeniing a great

many animals front the fauna, cenainly more than eneugh to compare with the Anza-
Borrezo matenal (MacDonald, [966),
John White, of the Idahe Natural History Mussum, decided to
conduct excavations in Hagerman the following vear. With the help of Dave Forseh,
White began work in early June, 1967, Like the Gidiey party of 1931, thev had to
posipone the removat of everburden due 1o pour weather conditions. It rained for aboui a
weel betore efforts could begin in both the quarty opened by the Las Anveles County
dusenm and a new arca west of the site. White uncovered about a dozen skulls and
numerous ather bones duning the 19-day excavation, a fair amount for the Pocatcllo
muscum { Akersten and Thompson, 19923,
In 1988, nearly sixwy vears afer the first Smithsonian excavation,
Cungress established the bluffs along the Snake River as the Hagerman Fossit Beds
Nutonal Mopument. Because of the area’s unigue vaniety, quantity, and quality of
fossils, the govermment set asude 4,281 acres:
.. - 1o presenve for the benefit and enjovmen of present and future
generations the outstanding paleontological sites known as the Hagenman
Valley fossil sites, (o provide a center for continuing paleontological
research. and io provide for the display and imerpretation of the scientific
gpecimens uncovered at such sites.”

lore than a hundred years after Yellowstone, the monument’s birth was protested by

larmers who beileved agriculture more imporiant than fossils. Preservation still batded

use (Runte, 19793,



A Culturai Identity

Conservation cmerged as a vouny nation’s mezns for histonicai
significance. It drove the creation of national parks 1o satisfy American lopging for
henitage. Historian Alfred Rume (1979) wrote:

When national parks were first established, protection of the
“envirgnment” as now defined was the least of preservationists’ aims. Rather America’s
incentive for the natienal park idea lay in the persistence of a painfully fclt desire for
ume-honored traditions in the United States. For decades the nation had suffercd the
cmmbarrassment of a dearth of recognized cultural achicvements. Unlike established.
Luropean countnes, which traced their onigins far back into antiquity. the United States
lacked a long artistic and Ineragy heritage. The absence of reminders of a human past,
nciuding castles, ancient ruins, and cathedrals on the landscape, further alienated

Amencan intslicetuals from a cultural ideneity.

Amencans adopied the West's wilderness as a surrogate for
histoncal achievement. Agceless wondcrlands became the observable syvinbol of
penmanence and stabiiiy for the new naten. and science likewise tent itself o America's
developing national prnde. President Thomas Je[lerson, angered by French claims that
the anmimals of the New World were feeble and small, sent the skeleton of an enormous
mooese 1o France to demonstrate the magrutude and strensth of wild American beasts.
Natural science and natural history fed the (edgling national ¢go (Runte, 1979).

Hagerman's fossi] quarnes are significant for their diverse and
abundam matenal from the late Phiocene, but alse because the Smithsonian’s ventures in

: L . : h ik
fisho reflect the consenvationist :moed that swept Amesnica in the late 197 and 20



centuries. That strong sentiment led to the creation of foriy-eight national parks, and
HUMIETOUS Mmonuncnls. presernves, lukeshores, rivers, seashores, hisionc sites, menlonals,
nulitary parks, battlefield parks, historical parks. recreation areas, and parkways, The
goal, according to public-land theorist Joseph Sax, was ... to preserve the spectacular
sites for the average citizen by holding them as public places to be enjoyed by all.” But
preservation has aiso made what Runte cails a “pragmatic alliance™ with use {Rume.
1978}, At Haperman, paleontological discovery evolved into preservauon of past
envirominents, [tz management of patural resources makes cultural ones. The storv of the
excavanons ihere does more than ilustrate seientific trends or explain procedwres for

fossth preservation. Tt unearthed a lost world that helped create a new ous.

CONCLUSIONS

With so many unanswered questions, remaining archaeological and historical ciforts
should continue on the Monument. A research plan needs 10 be deveioped as the next
step, laliinyg inio account the issues raised by this oversiew to help establish priovities.
These are suntmanzed as follows:

1. Abundant stemmmed-pont sites directly south of the Monument warrant careful siudy

for possible sites of this cra on the Monument.

2. Acircular-shaped pit house typical from 4660 to 1300 B.P. may have been located
on the Mopument and needs test excavation.

3. More recuangular and slightly deeper houses of Fremont era are known to occur in
tsalated setiings near rapids on the Fossil Beds side of the river and may occur on the

Monument.

4. Monument sti¢s have the potentral to provide season of use, economic, and remporal



datz that is important to wnderstanding how, when and why the vicinity of Upper and
Lower Salmon Falls developed into a major fishing location.

5. Significant sites may be submerged by the reservoir, necessitating an underwater
survey along the Monement and adjacent 1o the newly acquired research center and
MUSCUNT PIOPETTY.

6. The rimn rock along the north Monument needs to be examined to see iFit contains
burial sites related 10 people using Lower Salmon Falls.

7. Southern visitors early in the fishing season might have made temporary camps
established on the Fossil Beds side of the river to wait out high water.

5. No hiological examination has been done of the residue lofs on milling items or

search for other such data fe.g., coprolites).

2. It is possible that sites on the Monument may provide information as to the
appearance, eftecy, and spread of the equestrian culture in this study area.

H). A more focused ethnographic pattern needs to be discemed from surviving tribal

members.

11. There are possible Oregon Trail ruts jdentified by experts at Brigham Young

University from acrial photographs that have pot yet been evaluated. A field verification

DIOCCSS 15 DECessary,

12, (hral hustories indicate there are significant historic homestead resources, and

possibly hydraulic mining sites, on the Monument so excavations are critically needed to

protect these and to recover more information from remaining artifacis.

13, A Culivral Landscape Inventory and preparation for the National Register are

needed,
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