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Chapter I - The Roots of Storer College

The religious roots of abolitionism

The founders of the American nation were not strangers to the concept, or the
practiéé, of slavery. African slaves had lived in the American colonies since the early.
17‘h'ceptury, when the first slaves arrived in the J améstown colony in Virginia. The
developrﬁent of a plantation economy in the southern cblonies, and the importation of
African slaves from both Africa and the West Indies, hadv produced a substantial slave
population in North America by the Ihid 18" century. While New England farmers Aid
not rely on slave labor, many shippers acquired their fortunes by participating in the
slave trade. In addition, a small‘number of northerners also owned their own slaves.
Consequently, Americans both north and south were slow to consider the moral
implications of their economic activities. For nearly two hundred years, opposition to
slavery in America remained largely a religious issue. Although most religious
denominations still held the idea that some were predestined to lébor for the beneﬁf of

others, the Quakers voiced their dissent against the practice of-owning slaves. Until. -




about 1780, opposition to the institution of slavery remained very largely confined to

their small sect. They believed that slave holding was contrary to religious piety.'
As thé ir;tellectual ferment of the Age of Enlightenment found its way to

American shores in th¢ mid 18" century and fueled the ideas of the American

Revolution, other groups began to question the rightness 'of owniné slaves. Many

Christians began to equate the slaves’ right to freedom with the colonial demand for

independence from arbitrary rule. Consequently, some churches began to change their

doctrines. By 1780, Methodists and Presbyterians had included written prohibitions -

~ against slaVery in their disciplines and regulations.” Another example of the impact of

Re&olUtionary sentiment influencing religious life was the Freewill Baptist féith, This -
sect was organized in the 1780s as a re;ult of the evangelistic preaching of the Reverend
Benjamin Randall, a disciple of George Whitefiéld, the gifted oratér of the First Great
Awakening. Randall and his followers denied the Calvinist ddctrine of predestination,
and aréued for the freedo'n{ of hUmah mofal w1ll By the 18405,‘ the new Freewill .
Babtist denomination claiméd sixty thousand communicants, most in New England.
Almost from its inception, the new denominatioﬁ barred slave holders from church
membership. In 1827, the Freewill Baptists’ General Conference authorized the

ordination of blacks as ministers.” .

'Carleton Mab‘eé,‘Black Freedom: The Nonviolent Abolitionists from 1830 Through the
Civil War (London, 1970), 217-18; Merton L. Dillon, The Abolitionists: The Growth ofa
Dissenting Minority (DeKalb, IL, 1974), 9-10; Cushing Strout, The New Heavens and New
Earth: Political Religion in America (New York, 1974), 148.

z John R. McKivigan, The War Against Proslavery Religion: Abolitionism and the

 Northern Churches, 1830-1865 (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1984), 19.
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As a part of the Great Awakening, numerous moral reform societies arose in
America in the mid-nineteenth century. These groups manifested themselves with the
formation of a great invisible “Benevolent Empire” of devout and committed members,
and believed that their mission was to perfect society. New Englanders of many
religious persuasions undertook to improve all aspects of their lives through these

reform efforts. Although the Freewill Baptists shunned the major benevolent societies,

«in morally oriented political causes.” They believed it was as much a Christian’s duty to
“vote as to pray.? These religious reformers presumed, as well, to improve the lives of
~others, bidden or not. Universal public education, sobriety, peace, women’s rights, and -

-utopian experiments occupied the focus of these devout Christians. By the 1830's,

however, the abolition movement towered above all the other causes in terms of its

~importance to these reforming northerners, and their struggle to end the institution of

slavery began in earnest. America’s major religious denominations came to terms
with slavery in the early nineteenth century. Although some northern churchmen still -
spoke out against slavery, most hoped to use moral influence to encourage southern

Christians to free their slaves voluntarily and supported the American Colonization

3_"Freewi1'l Baptist Connection," Eighth General Conference (Byron, NY, 1835),7,
"American Anti-Slavery Society,” Fifth Annual Report (New York, NY, 1838), 49-50; Norman
A. Baxter, A History of the Freewill Baptists: A Study in New England Separatism (Rochester,
NY: American Baptist Historical Society, 1957), 94-95, 99, 101. .

*Barbara Rasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of thé Founders of Storer College”
(Morgantown, WV: West Virginia University, 1986), 10.
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Society that was organized in 1816 to return former slaves to Africa.’ The revival
rﬁovement greatly affected church attitudes toward slavery. Many Christians now
believed social evils, such as slavery, were a product of sin. 'Inspired by the success of
the erﬁancipatioh movement in Britain in 1832, the néw generation of American
abolitionists sought to use the influence of Arhericaﬁ chﬁrches in their crusade against

slavery. They asked the denominations to affirm that slave owning was a sin requiring -

_immediate and complete repentance in the form of emancipation.

In addition, many abolitionists also decried racial discrimination as practiced in
the churches, and sought to bring racial equality to Christian worship in A'mérica. This’
spirit of militancy was embodied in the American Anti—SlaVery Society (A.A.S.) which ™
was founded in 1833. This new national abolition organization conéentrated upon
convincing the churches to support abolition and focused their message upon the un-
Christian practice of holding other human beings in bondage. Abolitionist propaganda
accused American churches of sanctibning slavery by practicing discrimination in their -
own congregations. These radical abolitionists hoped that the denominations could
convince slave holders to free their slaves with threats of church discipline. Early
abolitionists believed that oncé the churches were enlisted ih the anti-slavery movement,

southern slave masters would capitulate in the face of superior moral power.®

5Philip 1. Staudenraus, The African Colonization Movement, 1816-1865 (New York, NY:
Columbia University Press, 1961), 48-58; Lawrence Jacob Friedman, Gregarious Saints: Self
and Community in American Abolitionism, 1830-1870 (Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University
Press, 1982), 14-25; George M. Marsden, The Evangelical Mind and The New School -
Presbyterian Experience; A Case Study of Thought and Theology in Nineteenth-Century America
(New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1970), 92.

6Gllbert H. Bames, The Antislavery Impulse, 1830-1844 (New York, NY: Harcourt,
Brace & World, 1933), 33, 44, 55-56; James B. Stewart, Holy Warriors: The Abolitionists and

4




Unfortunately, most of the established churches were indifferent, or even openly
hostile, to the immediate emancipation program of the American Anti-Slavery Society.
This lackof support compelled abolitionists to become even more militant in their
attitude tqward the mainstréam religious denominations. They focused a renewed
energy upon saving the churches from divine retribution by rousing them from their

toleration of the sin of slave holding. The militant abolitionists accused these

" instifations of thwarting God’s will, not promoting it.” -

. » The American Anti-Slavery Soéiety, however, had few complaints about the
Freewill Baptists’ enthusiasm for the cause of abolition. Unlike most larger .
denominations, the Fre‘:ewill.Baptists did not have a significant southern constituency to
deal with over the issue. Although their congregational policy made it impossible to
estabiish ‘a uniform rule barring slave owning members, the Freewill Baptists found
other ways to make clear their sentiments. In 1834, The Morning Star, the
denominatiénal newspaper, began to campaign for immediate emancipation. The
General Conference of the Freewill Baptists declared slavery a sin in 1835, and in 1837
they endorsed the mcthods and philosophies of the A.A.S.® Still not satisfied, the

Freewill Baptists formed their own anti-slavery society in 1842°

American Slavery (New York, NY, 1976), 78-81; Dillon, The Abolitioni;vts.' The Growth of a
Dissenting Minority, 35-46, 52-58.

"McKivigan, The Wa;Against Proslavery Religion, 56-64.

8 Freewill Baptist Connection,” 7; , "American Anti-Slavery Society," 49-50; Baxter, A
History of the Freewill Baptists: A Study in New England Separatism, 94-95.

Rasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College," 9.




The mission of their society was to convert every member of the Freewill Baptist

denomination to the cause of immediate emancipation. Denominational ministers
signed public petitions against slavery and against. governmental policies supporting it.-
Freewill Baptist members also helped fugitive slaves in Canada, and actively
disseminated propaganda against religious fellowship with slave holders. These early

- missions to free blacks would prove to be important precedents for’ the Freewill

Baptists’ post Civil War work at Storer College.® ™~ =~~~ " -

National debate over the issue of slavery

The Freewill Baptists, like other abolitionist reformers, were completely -
committed to their idealistic vision, and gave little thought to the political and social
Aimplications of their efforts to end slavery. As the various abolitionist movements
gained momentum in the north during the 1840's, southemf;rs were constantly being’
called upon fo defeﬁd the mérality of the institution, and became inéreasingly' defensive. "
Debate on the slavery issue grew sharper and more bitter. Even the U.S. gox}ernmént', |
which had tried to remaih aloof from the controversy over slavery, was forced into the

conflict by the rapid settlement of the western territories.

10'Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society," Seventeenth Annual Report (Boston, MA,
1849), 65; Freewill Baptist Quarterly, October 1853, 415; Freewill Baptist Quarterly, January
1854, 44-45; " American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society," Eighth Annual Report (1848),
142-43; "Freewill Baptist Anti-Slavery Society,” Third Annual Report 1849 (Dover, NH, 1854),
18; Baxter, A History of the Freewill Baptists: A Study in New England Separatism, 98-100;
Jason H. Silverman, "Unwelcome Guests: American Fugitive Slaves in Canada, 1830-1860"
(University of Kentucky, 1981), 104."




Since the debate over Missouri’s statehood in 1820, Congress had carefully
balanced the ranks of the Senate to protect the interests of each side in the debate.
California’s pétition for statehood in 1850, however, resulted in a compromise where
California entered the Union as a free state, théreby tilting the Senate to the North. As a
concession, the South won passage of fhe harsh Fugitive Slave Act. Northern disregard

for the requirements of that law inflamed the South, just as the perceived arrogance of ‘

" “slave holdérs offended. the moral pefspectives of the:northern reformers. The nation was: -

becoming increasingly divided by the bitter debate over slavery. !

By the} mid-1850's, sectional strife intensified in Kansas Territory. In order to-try
to avoid an open oonﬂict over the issue of whether slavery Would be legal in Kansas, the
government decided to try a policy of popular sovereignty, whereby the settlers would
decide themselves whether to be a slave or free state. New Englanders rushed to settle
the state as a free-soil haven, and southerners hastened with equal fervor to establish- -
slaveholding enclaves there. Confrontations between the two factions quickly escalated
into a guerilla war. The violence and bloodshed which marked the battle over the
Kansas territory was a foreshadowing of Nthe.national conflict to come.

In 1857, the Dred Scott case further intensified the debate over the issue of
slavery. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled against the slave Dred Scott, who had argued
for his'freodom because his master took him .to a n_ortherh state. In an opinion issued by
Chief Justice Roger Taney, the Supreme Court ruled that slaves were property, not

persons, and were denied the protection of the Constitution. Consequently, a slave

owner could take the slave anywhere, regardless of what other legislation may have

e e




’)‘
been passed. The decision also struck down distinctions between slave and free states,

and in effect nullified the previous compromises regarding slavery.

John Brown and Harpers Ferry

The Dred Scott decision sparked a wave of anger and bitterness among northern

abolitionists, and the struggle for emancipation turned violent in 1859. " In October of

that year, John Brown, a radical abolitionist and former free-state fighter from Kansas,
led a raid on the U.S. Armory in Harpers Ferry, West Virginia to seize -Weapon"s.and
ammunition to arm slaves and start an insurrection against white slave owners. The raid
was the culmination of two yeérs'of recruiting and fund raising to estéblish a‘base in the
southern Appalachian Mountains from which to raid plantations and free slaves.
Financing for the venture came from free blacks in Canada and the North, and six .
wealthy New England businessmen, dubbed the “Secret :S'ix.” However, the ‘army’ that
John Brown led into Harpef’é Ferry on the night of Oétober 16, 1859 consisted of only’

21 men, including three of his sons and five blacks."

Brown’s raid ended quickly, however. The'. alarm was quickly raised and, while
some Whi.te citizens were taken hdstage, only about twelve slaves were liberated..
Ironically, the first casualty in Harpers Fe'rry.on that October night was Heyward
Shepherd, a free black railroad porter working in the town. Brown and his followers

were forced to barricadé themselves into a small engine house near the railroad. By the

"Stephen B. Oates, To Purge This Land With Blood: A Biography of John Brown (New
York, NY: Harper and Row, 1970), 30-33, 41-44, 65-67, 177, 181-95, 199-201, 203, 211-13,
233-38; Oswald Garrison Villard, John Brown; 1800-1859: A Biography Fifty Years After
(Boston, MA: P. Smith, 1910), 25-26, 43, 71-74, 269-74, 291-92, 346-400.
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“"convicted ina trial which drew national attention.

second day of Brown’s occupation, the local militia had sealed off his escapé route. On
October 18th, a detachment of U. S. marines, commanded by Brevet Colonel Robert E.
Lee, overran the engine house in which Brown held his éaptives. In the two days’
fighting, Brown’s insurgents killed five people, including one marine, while losing ten
men, among them Brown’s sonsv, Oliver and Watson.'>

. John Brown and his captured compatriots were imprisoned, and swiftly tried and

Brown himself was hanged on'.

December 2, 1859. Four of his followers, John E. Cook, Edwin Coppoc, Shields Green,
and Aaron Stephens soon followed their leader to the gallows.” Only five of the 21 -
raiders had survived the encounter, escaping into the countryside in the heat of battle.

Although even Northerners were appalled by Brown’s actions, his calm, stoic behavior

at his trial more than anything else made him a martyr for the abolitionist cause. Many

Southerners now believed that most Northerners were sympathetic to Brown’s militant

abolitionism, even though in reality, his radical view was shared by very few

abolitionists. Still, Brown’s raid galvanized the South in its belief that the Union could -

never protect its.interests, while the government was dominated by Northern abolitionist

sympathizers.

" Abraham Lincoln, Civil War, and Emancipation

2Qates, To Purge This Land With Blood: A Biography of John Brown, 288-301.

“David Morris Potter, The Impending C risis (New York, NY: Harper & Row, 1976), p.
374-84.
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When Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860, it provided the catalyst

for the tensions which had been building between the North and the South. Lincoln
polled only 40% of the popular vote, and was elected by winning the electoral votes of
all of the most populous northern states. Lincoln truly was a Northern president, for in
ten Southern states he was not even allov;/ed on the ballot. Consequently, after his
victory in the electoral college, radical secessionists in the South now had their excuse

to convince their states'fo withdraw from the Union. South Carolina immediately "~~~

seceded, and Mississippi, -Alabama,-Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas followed
qtiickly. '

Lincoln had vowed that he -would not let the Union be dissolveéi and, by-1861, a
civil war was inevitable. In his efforts to preserve the Union, Lincoln fulfilled John -
Brown’s prophecy: the land was purged with blood and the slaves were freed. In 1863,
Lincoln emancipated the slaves‘held in those states that were in rebellion, although the"
Eméilcipation Proclamation was as much a tool of war as it was a humanitarian gesture.
The following year, Cpngress freed all slaves in the rest of the Union. Unfortunately,
erh‘anéipation brought little immediate satisfaction to the former slaves. Most freedmen
now experienced a new and terrifying reality.” They might be technically free, but most
were ill—equipped to survive on their own. In addition, the racism of many whites,
especially in the South, could not be eliminated by the simple stroke of a pen. The
freedmen would again have to rely on others, and at first, much help was offered by the -
Northern churches and abolitjonist groups that had fought so ldng for the abolition of

slavery. Within months of the Emancipation Proclamation, sco.res of New England

10




whites came to the Shenandoah Valley to begin the process of settling the former slaves
into soﬁe sort of orderly existence.

" Anxious to do their part in the great work of aiding the new freedmen, these
missionaries flocked to Harpers F.erry, West Virginia, at the head of the Shenandoah
Valley. When they arrived, they found the little town in ruins, with little but the

railroad tracks, the Episcopal Church, and a few cobblestone streets still serviceable.

“‘Abandoried by niany of its residents during the war, the town was now in ruins, and had

~ become a haven for many of the homeless. Both freed slaves and white refugees

swarmed to Harpers Ferry in the wake of General Philip Sheridan’s sweep through the
Valley of Virginia in 1864, hoping to find food, aid, and perhaps even work with the
army."*

By the time Sheridan reached Jefferson County, the condition of the former
slaves WasAdire‘v. Military officials reported that, “large families of Women and Children
are being driven from their houses daily, and hundreds of them are now roaming over -
the Country, begging for support.”” The comrﬂander of the Army of the Shenandoah,
Major General F. A. Torbert, beseeched the, Bureau of Freedmen, R_efugees and

Abandoned Lands to send an agent to the Valley of Virginia because “many persons

wish to get rid of the old men & women left on their places and hire white labor.”'® The

Freedmen’s Bureau, under the leadership of General Oliver Otis Howard responded

“John Edmund Stealey, III, The Freedmans Bureau in West Virginia, West Virginia
History (39), 1978, 100.

15Stealey, The Freedmans Bureau in West Virginia, 101.

'Stealey, The Freedmans Bureau in West Virginia, 100.
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swiftly and sent Major Stover Howe to the Shenandoah Valley to establish military

government there. By the fall of 1865, Lieutenant John Olmstead, Captain Lewis Deitz,
and Lieutenant Henry E. Smith, detailed from the 193" New York Volunteers, were

stationed in Harpers Ferry to help the Freedmen’s Bureau."”

Freewill Baptist missionaries in the Shenandoah Valley

" In addition to aid from the military, Christian missionaries and educators fom

New England were also arriving in many parts of the war-ravaged South. The American
Missionary Association (AMA), a religious abolitionist group, began to establish
schools for educating freedmen throughout the region.. However, most of the teachers
who came south did not stay long. Faced with fierce ppposition and ostracization from
Southern whites, they soon became djsillusioned and, in many cases, fearful for their
lives. A few, however, were more resilient.'”® The Freewill Baptist missionaries were
one such groﬁp. These sectarians had -been ﬁrrﬁ abolitionists since the denorﬁination’s
founding in the late eighteenth century. When emancipétion was finally achieved, the'.
Freewill Baptists were jubilant and were ready to give whatever aid they could to the
freed slaves. After Lee’s surrender in 1865, the Freewill Baptists provided the
Américap Missionary Association with many of the teachers the AMA sent south to

begin the task of educating the freedmen."

! 7Stealey, The Freedmans Bureau in West Virginia, 102.

"®McPherson, The Struggle for Equality: Abolitionists and the Negro in the Civil War
and Reconstruction, 2™ edition, Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 1992, 386-41 6 ‘

lgMcKivigan, The War Against Proslavery Religion: Abolitionism and the Nénhem
Churches, 1830-1865. '
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The Freewill Baptists’ previous efforts on behalf of education would be put to
good use in their missionary work after the Civil Wnr. As early as 1832, the sect
established a parochial school for its children so that they would not be drawn “away
from the fold.”*® As the Freewill Baptists grew, several more schools were started
throughout the northeastern United States. Eventually, the denomination recognized a
need to establish church-affiliated colleges to train its ministers and provide general

higher education for its members. Although there was some opposition from several =

church leaders, Hillsdale College in Michigan, and Bates College in Lewiston, Maine,
both commenced operations in 1855. Bates College was founded by Oren B. Cheney

who was encouraged by individual members of the denomination, not the body politic.?!

_ Cheney and others, notably James Colder who was president of Pennsylvania State

College (forerunner of Pennsylvania State University), had valuable experience in

.. establishing colleges, as well as effective fund-raising tactics. Colder was a Freewill

Baptist minister of the denomination, as well as president of Hillsdale and of
Pennsylvania State.”

In addition to their experience in education for their own denomination, the
Freewill Baptists h‘ad nlso learned valuable, if painful, lessons from their first attempt at
founding a mission for freed slaves in South Carolina, In August 1863, while the Civil
War still raged, the Free Baptist Home Mission Board appointed Rev. Ebenezer

Knowlton of New Hampshire as their missionary to the Freedmen. Knowlton went to

OBaxter, A History of the Freewill Baptists: A Study in New England Separatism, 86.
Y'Baxter, A History of the Freewill Baptists: A Study in New England Separatism, 138.
'22Baxter, A History of the Freewill Baptists: A Study in New England Separatism, 138.
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the South to begin his work, and was commissioned by the U.S. government as a

General Missionary to the Freedmen. The‘area in and around Béaufort, South Carolina
was under Union control, and here Knowlton started a Freewill Baptist mission for freed
slaves right in the heart of the Confederacy.”

Plagued by lack of funds and other problems, the work in Beaufort lasted only

about two years, until the end of 1865. The Freewill Baptist missionaries had managed

to build a small wooden meeting house and start two churches, but were never ableto ~

gain the trust of the freedmen in the area. The decision was finally made to abandon the
effort and put the meeting house and property up for sale at a considerable loss.
Although it ended in failure, the misston to Beaufort marked the first collaboration
between the Freewill Baptist Home Mission Society and the American Missionary
Association, the most prominent religious organization engaged in the work of
educating freedmen. The experience gained in working with thé AMA would prove

invaluable to the Freewill Baptist work in the Shenandoah Valley.?*

Nathan C. Brackett and the Freewill Baptist mission

Once the Freewill Baptists had committed to doing their part to educate the
freedmen in the Shenandoah Valley, they needed to find the right person to organize

and oversee their educational mission. The most obvious choice for them was Nathan’

23Mary Ellen McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897,"
Honors Thesis, Linfield College, 1974, 5.

2McClain, 6-8.
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C. Brackett, a member of the Freewill Baptist sect who already had experience working
in the Shenandoah Valley. Brackett was an ardent abolitionist, but poor healﬁh had
prevented him frorﬁ enlisting in the Union Army during the war. Graduating from
Dartmouth College in 1864, he joined the United States Christian Commission to
provide help and support to soldiers. The forerunnér of the modern Red Cross, the

commission gave aid without regard to the color of a soldier’s uniform.” Brackett’s

_stationed at Winchester, Virginia.- Brackett was next sent-to Harpers Ferry, where he
‘was responsible for mailing soldiers’ pay home to their families. Quickly recognized as
a charitable man with great sympathy for all of those who were suffering, his services

~ were utilized by both Union and Confederate soldiers.*

Brackett returned to Maine in September of 1865, but the Freewill Baptist Home
Mission Board sent him back to the Shenandoah Valley-at once to supervise
arrangements for all of the schools they intended to establish there.”” Brackett was
commissioned by the American Missionary Association, the Freedmen’s Bureau, and
the F;ee\;vill Baptists to be the superintendent of freedmen’s education in the
Shenandoah Valley. His territory encompassed the area between Martinsburg, West
Virginia and Lexington, Virginia. Simple elementary schc?ols were started in all the

principal towns in the 150-mile long, 30-mile wide strip.”* With Brackett already in the

BMcClain, Storer College, 12.
*Storer College Sentinel 1909-10, 10.
*"McClain, Storer College, 12.

BCarter G. Woodson, Early Negro Education in West Vzrgzma (Institute, WV: West
Virginia Collegiate Institute, 1921), 17. :

15




'England home, and wanted to do their part for the great crusade against the evils of v

field, the Freewill Baptists’ long tradition of opposition to slavery transformed itself into

massive efforts on behalf of the freed blacks in the South. The denomination made a
concerted effort to provide relief, missionaries, and teachers to the freedmen.

Like Brackett, most of the northern teachers who came to the southern states
during the early years of Reconstruction were from New England. Théy were' often

young, idealistic women who had been raised on the abolitionist rhetoric of their New

slavery and its aftermath. However, these northern teachers had little preparatioh for the -

task of educating freed slaves: Strongly religious and narrow in perspective, these
northern teachers faced an uphill ba;tle in the campaigﬁ' to end illiteracy among fhe
freedmen.”

Despite the difficulties, Nathan Brackett agreed to return tb'the _Sheﬁandoah
Valley and lead the efforts to establish Freewill Baptist schools. However, he wished to
contiﬂue his edﬁcaﬁon’ and accepted his commission from the Baptistsffor one year' S
only.*

Brackett’s fiancee, Louise Cook, agreed to marry him immediately when she -
learned of his assignment in the South. They had been engaged since they were both
college students and were wed on October 16, 1865, the anniversary of John Brown’s

raid.”’ Brackett left for Virginia one week later and Louise soon followed him. What

PRobert C. Morris, Reading, ‘Riting, and Reconstruction, The Education of Freedmen in .
the South, 1861-1870 (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1981), 54-55.

SOMCC]ain, "Honors Thesis," 12.
31M(:Clain, Storer College, 13.
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was supposed to be a year’s work became a lifetime of service in the Freewill Baptists’

educational efforts for African Americans.

17







Chapter II - The Freewill Baptists and Harpers Ferry

Expansion of the Freewill Baptist mission in the Shenandoah

Haviﬁg previously failed in their attémpt in South Carolina, the Freewill Baptists
were determined to hang onto their mission in the Shenandoah at all costs. However,
when Brackett arrived, outright hostility f'rorn’southern whites made it difficult to find
shelter or purchase food.” Also destitute and suffering, southern whites were loath to
share with freedmen of northern. teachers. More than 30,000 freedmen were congregated
in the Shenandoah Valley by the end of the war. Only a few of them were from area
plantatiohs, while mbst had ciorn'e.north with the Union Army and had no place else to
go. The task of educating those wishing to come to school was ovex_‘whelmi'ng. Some

estimates repdn that as early as January 1865, 750 persons were teaching 75,000 black

children in Union-held territory throughout the South. Everywhere, the freed people

expressed an “eager, pious desire for learning.”*

*Henry Lee Swint, The Northern Teacher in the South (New York: Octagon Books,
1967), 96.

PGeorge Bentley, History of the Freedman's Bureau (Phxladelphla PA: University of

Pennsylvania, 1955), 171.
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‘itself, was not lost on the Freewill Baptists in 1865, but it would grow as the years

Brackett began, like the other teachers, where he could. He appropriated the

ruins of the home of the superintendent of the former U. S. Arsenal in Harpers Ferry.
Overlooking the majestic convergence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers, by 1865
the once grand Lockwood House was open to the sky. Forlorn, it stood an empty ruin.
On Shenandoah Street below, also still and empty, but intact, stood a fire engine house —

John Brown’s Fort. The significance of that structure, and the town of Harpers Feiry

unfolded.

The first four teachers to report to Brackett in the Shenandoah Valley arrived
barely a month after his own retuin. From Maine came Sarah Jane FoSter, Sabrina L.
Gibbs, and Anne S. Dudley. They all traveled aboard the steamship. Chesapeake, to
New York. Anna A. Wright of Montpelier; Vermont, joined them there and they
continued together by train to Ha’rpefs Feiry. They left New England with about
twenty-five dollars each from the Freewill Baptists, to cover their travel éxpen’ses. 'ﬂTheir
salaries were fifteen dollair; per month, plus board.' However, it waé 'hopéd that they
would feel free to don‘afe some portion of .that salary back to the chutch’s miésio’n. They
were expec‘:ted to keep careful records-of their students; and to write to the Freewill
Baptist Morning Star newspaper with any anecdotes that might prompt donations from

the church membership.**

**Mary Ellen McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897,"
Honors Thesis (Linfield College, 1974), 15. :
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The conditions in the south that confronted the northern teachers were dismal at
best. Anne Dudley later recalled what Harpers Ferry looked like, “Only war riddled
buildings and ruins everywhere. Nota tree or fence left. Back, or nearby 300 rude

»¥ To begin their educational

soldiers' graves. Freedmen homeless and friendless . . .
mission, Brackett assigned Anna (Kittie) Wright and Sarah Foster to Martinsburg.*® For

the time being, Anne Dudley and Sabrina Gibbs remained at Harpers Ferry. Together

"“with Nathan Brackett, they established the Harpers Ferry mission school in'the old. .. ...

Lockwood House, which they repaired themselves, with some modest help from the
Freedmen’s Bureau. Early in 1866, Brackett sent Kittie Wright from Martinsburg to
nearby Shepherdstown, West-Virginié to establish a school there.”’

Not long after Kittie Wright’s departure, Brackett sent Anne Dudley to Charles

Town.- Because the white community. there vowed not to accépt such a presence, she

. was escorted by Brackett and the military. On another occasion, Brackett himself was

saved from a hostile mob only because a Confederate veteran recognized the minister
and remembered that Brackett rescued him from the battle field where he had been left

for dead during the war.*® Unfortunately, diplomacy was not among Anne Dudley’s

3L etter from Anne S. D. Bates to President Henry T. MacDonald of Storer College A
and M 1322, West Virginia and Regional History Collection (West Virginia Umversny Libraries,
8 November 1917), Storer College Archives.

36Sarah Jane Foster Teacher of the Freedmen, ed. Wayne E. Rellly (Charlottesville:

- University Press of Virginia, 1990), 32.

YSarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 39.

38Mary Brackett Roberston, "Contributions of My Family,” A & M 1322, West Virginia
and Regional History Collection (West Virginia University Libraries, 26 Februaxy 1937) Storer
College Archlves oL
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virtues and she openly gloried in the Union victory. She enjoyed how the Army

intimidated and antagonized the historic old town where John Brown had been tried and -
hanged. “I had the honor of marching into town with the Brothers in Blue,” she said of
their arrival. They rode abdut town as much as to say, ‘you meddle with that school,
and we will take a church for it,” and the soldiers remained to prote‘ct us” she wrote

many years later.” Little in her memoir expressed any sympathy for the displaced and

Dudley liVéd at first in é crude cabin lent her by “Uncle Chillis” and “Aunt
Ellen,” a mulatto couple who had been free even before the war. This cabin, with a
stone fireplace, was Dudley’s schoolroom and dwelling. They put in rough board
benches, and close board window shutters “to hinder the chance to shéot at us at night,
for we had night school, and strongly barred the doors.”™® Anne recalled that the cabin -
was all that was available to her, and she stayed there day and night with crowds of
students both young and old. “(jﬁé man came Six rhiles'to night school,” she recalled. "
Her school was within ‘a stone’s throw of the old jail where John Brown had been -

incarcerated, now only a ruin.

* ®Anne S. D. Bates, "Aunt Ellen’s’ Stories and Other Incidents: Reminiscences by Mrs.
Anne S. D. Bates in The Missionary Helper,” A and M 2621, West Virginia and Regional History
Collection (West Virginia University Libraries, March 1913), 80-82.

“*Bates, "Aunt Ellen's’ Stories and Other Incidents: Reminiscences by Mrs. Anne S. D.
Bates in The Missionary Helper,". '

“'Bates, "Aunt Ellen's' Stories and Other Incidents: Reminiscences by Mrs. Anne S. D.
Bates in The Missionary Helper,".
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Dudley, who was a militant abolitionist, always remembéred the abuse heaped

upon the white teachers in West Virgihia’s tﬁfee eastern panhandle counties.” Before
the war, 1t was a crime tolteach a black person to read or write. With few exceptions,
no respectable white person would speak to the northern teachers or allow them in their
homes or hotels. Chillis and Ellen “were wétched, and hedgéd in, for fear of their

influence on others,” Dudley wrote. Although she took great pains to conceal it, Ellen

" herseif was literate. . Thus, her offer of shelter was a way. to show support for.the . -

education mission of the Freewill Baptists.
Rejection by the white citizens of Charles Town was nearly absolute. “When
some of us ventured into a white church, a note was left, asking us not to come again,”

Dudley remembered.* Some teachers required military escorts to and from their work.

“The half can never be told of the toil and sacrifice of >the first ten years of work, in the . -

Shenandoah Mission,” she later wrote.*

By Christmas of 1865, the Freewill teachers had started schools at Harpers Ferry,

Charles Town, Shepherdstowri, and Martinsburg. Headquarters for their endeavors was ..

at Harpers Ferry, in several war battered U. S. Government buildings on Camp Hill

- overlooking the Shenandoah River. The largest of these, the Lockwood House, had

“Henry T. McDonald, "Dictation to Files," A & M 2621, West Virginia History and
Regional Collection, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV.

“Bates, "Aunt Ellen's' Stories and Other Incidents: Reminiscences by Mrs. Anne S. D.
Bates in The Missionary Helper,".

“Bates, "Aunt Ellen’s' Stories and Other Incidents: Reminiscences by Mrs. Anne S. D.
Bates in The Missionary Helper,".

*McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 18.
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been used throughout the Civil War to house military commanders, refugees, and even

horses. In the winter of 1864-65, before the war was even over, Miss Julia Mann, sister

of the educator Horace Mann, had managed to field a makeshift school for a small band

of refugees there. Thus, when he arrived in Harpers Ferry in late October 1865, Nathan

Brackett concentrated his efforts on continuing the school in the building it already -

occupied.”® That first Christmas, Brackett and his teachers gathered at Lockwood House

' £or,the,,hglidays,.“Lo_uise_WQQd:Br,acikett:,arriye_d;inAtimei:to;ob’sfc,rxe‘;the;holy;sc,,as,ohiﬁi{ii-h;;;}iii;

her husband. Space was so cramped that the visiting teachers slept on the tables.*’
After the holidays, the Freewill Baptists continued to expand their mission in the
Shenandoah Valley. Schools began in Winchester, Front Royal, Woodstock,
Harrisonburg, Staunton, and Lexington. By early 1866, aé his small band of teachers
grew ever more burdened, Brackett began to 'realize. that the real need was for a way to”
educate teachers among the freedmen, so they in turn could help educate the vést
numbers of freed slaves who-ciamored fo? literacy. He knew that the Fréewill Baptists
could not possibly supply enough teachers to cope with the task alone.”® While
continuing the work of managing his small string of freedmen’s schools, Brackett also
began to outline to the church leadership his broader idea for educating teachers among
the ex-slaves themselves. By the end of 1867, he had successfully focused the attention

of the denomination on the goal of establishing such a facility in Harpers Ferry.

“Roberston, "Contributions of My Family,".
“"Roberston, "Contributions of My Family,".

48McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 19.
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Before long, Anne Dudley left Charles Town and rejoined Brackett in Harpers

Ferry. Thus, the first teachers for what would become Storer College were those who
had fanned out through West Virginia’s eastern panhandle immediately after the war.
Improved boarding arrangements in Harpers Ferry, however humble, were allowing
students to come from longer distances to get an educatior;. Gradually, the bulk of

students came to Harpers Ferry for their education. At first, the students were taught

were-able to organize their classes more efficiently. Soon, they were teaching children
during the day and adults during evening hours. The arrival of more teachers helped as
well.:- Still, the conditions were abysmal. Regular accounts of the work in the South
appeared in the Morning Star, and denominational interest in the work remained high.
Lockwood House was a bleak beginning for-a school, but it was the best
available facility. Nearly wrecked by the war, only a few roéms were usable, and they

were quickly appropriated. One room was set aside for an office, another for-a-

teachers’ sitting room, another for Brackett’s bedroom, and another served as kitchen,

dining, and sleeping room for two teachers. Brackett’s daughter Celeste recalled years

later that her parents used to talk about cannon ball holes in the North wall that allowed

snow to blow in during the winter. Only one room upstairs in the house was habitable. -

A sick German-American Union veteran lived in the room with his wife and baby.
When the soldier died the following year, the room was used for classes.®

The Freewill Baptist teachers were as unwelcome in Harpers Ferry as they were

*“McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 20.
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everywhere else. In those early missionary days in Harpers Ferry, a young teacher

wrote home, "It is unusual to go to the post office without being hooted at, and twice I

have been stoned on the streets at noonday."*® Military escorts commonly were

provided to teachers in the immediate postwar era.”*

Little is known of the teachers
who taught in the outlying schools. Rev. E. A. (Edward) Stockman came from teaching

in Beaufort, South Carolina, in 1866 before turning his efforts to fund raising for the °

Gilmore of Westboro, Mas.sachusetts-,'and S. E. Gillespie and Ellen A. Leavitt of
Hampton, - New Hampshire; were assigned to the school in Staunton. Maria R. Mann,
and E. Derring taught at Harpers Ferry. Origihally stationed in Roanoke, Virginia,
Reverend and Mrs. S. S. Nickerson were later sent to Harpers Ferry.*

Shepherdstown’s school boasted forty day scholars of various levels. A night
~ school was established soon thereafter. The school at Martinsburg Wa's somewhat
larger. WThere, Sarah Fééter taugh'fSO day s-tudents, and another 45 attended ai ‘night. By .
scheduling day and night schools; the teachers were able to cluster children by .ages
during the day, and to .serve working adults in the evenings. Students in day school
were generally younger than eighteen, and at night school students ranged in age from

20 to 62. Reading, ciphering, geography, writing, spelling, and simple arithmetic

*Kate Anthony, Storer College, Harper's Ferry: A Brief Historical Sketch (Boston:
Morning Star Press, 1891), 10; Henry Lee Swint, The Northern Teacher in the South (New York:
Octagon Books, 1967), 94-97.

S'Bates, “Aunt Ellen’s Stories and Other Incidents: Reminiscences by Mrs. Anne S. D.
Bates” in The Missionary Helper. '

2McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 20.




formed the mainstay of the early educational efforts.” Regardless of their ages, most of .

the students began at the beginning, learning their letters and numbers.

Reading material was hard to find. Foster met the need by writing to The
Advocate in February of 1866, asking for old copies of the publication for her students.
Between the publisher and northern supporters of the mission to the South, reading

materials came swiftly inresponse to her requests. She dutifully thanked the faithful in

her regular letters to the congregations that-were supporting her efforts. =+ ..~ .

# Foster’s work in Martinsburg was her lif.e.54 Her resolve to strive for the

" betterment of the freed slaves welled from deep within her conscience, and propelled a
devotion that was color blind. However, her single-minded commitment to her work-
witha-rthe freedmen caused deep offense among the whites in Martinsburg. White
Martinsburg citizens were aghast when the idealistic teacherallowed an African
American man to escort her home after dark. No white would help her and, forv her own
safety, she could not be out without an .escort. Rather than abandon her night school,
Foster accepted the offer of one of her African American students to accompany her

home safely. “I'walked through the street all the way with Mr. Hopewell, just to show

that I did not mean to be driven off by the roughs. These men are good, why shouldn’t I

' treat them well?”* A

In her diary, Foster reported that she was advised to remain away from school

3Sarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 35.
HSarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 60.

3Sarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 1-2, 50.
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the next day because “the roughs are terribly exasperated that I walked with Mr.

Hopewell.” Captain McKenzie offered to escort her to and from school for a while after
the incident.® She later wrote that Mrs. Hoke “dares not board me” because of the
turmoil her conduct had caused. Her account of the incident with Hopewell offers vivid
insight into the conditions that confronted these early teachers, and in that regard, the
rhissionary feachers in Harpers Ferry shared many of the experiences that other northern

teachers were coping with elsewhere in the South. . .. ... . . ...~

Through her letters and diary, Sarah Foster often demonstrated a keen insight
into the minds of the freedmen she came to know. - She often wrote about theif cultural
values of strong family ties, loving but strict discipline of children and a sensiti?ity to-
ridicule.”” She also noted a sort of racial prejudice among them, as well as among the
whites. “The cqlored people have a prejudice of color themselves. They do not know

how to be treated as equals.”*® Foster became even more deeply committed to helping

them achieve a sense of self -worth throu gh education.

Unfortunately, Sarah’s sympathy and insight did not extend to the Martinsburg

community as a whole. Her zealous belief that “‘education must and should follow

_freedom,” was founded in her strong religious sense.” But, blinded by this same

conviction, Sarah Jane Foster was not equipped to accommodate the racial politics of

8Sarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 50.
S1Sarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 98.
8Sarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 98.

9Sarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 37.
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- the culture of Martinsburg. She did not think twice about accepting the offer of help

from a black man. As the white community in Martinsburg lashed out at her, she felt
the full weight of the cultural clash, and Brackett was forced to reassign her to Harpers
Ferry.

~ Foster \*/as a reluctant addition to the Harpers Ferry faculty and did not stay

long. Despite her keen disappointment at being removed from her school, shé had only

praise for Brackett. Her diary recounted her belief that a better superintendent could not. .

be found.® She ached to return to Martinsburg, but the church elders saw her conduct
in a very serious light. Although he sympathized with her fervent wish to return to her -

school and her work, Brackett resolved that Foster must leave the Shenandoah Valley

- lest she imperil the whole mission. He wrote to Silas Curtis, church treasurer in New

Hampshire, to recommend her for a new assignment. “She was unfortunate in not
understanding the prejudices of the people, and in her zeal to do a great deal, exposed
herself to scandal,” he wrote. Brackett e){préssed faith that she could still be of some
use to the freedmen in the South. He proposed to Curtis that she be reassigned to “a
plantation where [she] would do good work, perhaps anywhere e_xcépt where she would
come too much in contact with the white.people.” o

Sarah Foster never saw Martinsburg again. She was reassigned to a remote

South Carolina plantation where she taught until she contracted yellow fever. She

returned to Gray, Maine to vaca_tion for the summer, and on June 25, 1868 she died of

6OSarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 97.

1Sarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 16.

29




the “most dread scourge of the missionary teachers,” Yellow Fever.** Sarah Jane Foster

was only 28 years old at the time of her death. Her diary of her time in the Shenandoah

Valley preserves one view of the early Reconstruction years in this place.

The plan to establish d teacher training school

The schools throughout the Shenandoah Valley continued under Brackett’s

providing black teachers for black children. To this end, they formed a Corfimission for
the Promotion of Education in‘the South. The Rev. J. M. Brewster of New England
was named chairman of this group.-

In May of 1866, U. S. Senator Waitman T: W'illey of West Virgihia proposed a
- resolution that the Harpers Ferry buildiﬁgs used by the Freewill Baptists be permanently
granted to them. - Brackett continued to operate 0th of the war-ravaged Lockwood
I—iouse, §vhile the Senéte debated fhé' future of the property. In-Febru:;fy of 1867, the
Commission for the Promotion of Education in the South exp'ahded its ranks to include
Senator William Pitt Fessenden of Maine, General C. H. Howard (the brother of General
0. O. Howard who was head of the Freedmen’s Bureau), and abolitionist Frederick
Douglass. The Baptist Commission decided that their efforts would be focused in
Harpers Ferry. Gradually their presence at the other schools i~n the valley would be
phased out. They voted on October 1, 1867 to establish a permanen£ college in the

South.

82Sarah Jane Foster: Teacher of the Freedmen, 23. |
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Although he did not know it yet, Nathan Brackett had found his life’s work.%
He temporarily set aside his own plans for graduate study, and accepted the
appointment as president of the school.® The Rev. E. A. Stockman was asked to seek
release from his association with the Freewill Baptist Home Mission Society so that he
could devote all of lﬁs efforts to advancing the Harp_ers Ferry school. “The nation’s

weal or woe depends in no slight degree upon the success or failure of just such efforts

The Morning Star reported to the Freewill Baptist membership.®
foe

th'ét . f_fort_;\g;é_é VQ’rii;;._behalf of the Republic as well as the freed slaves, thé Fr%ewﬂl

I The Baptists ,wzqued tirelessly to obtain funding for their educational projects,

g espec1ally Q;i"their plans for a college. The Commission proposed a staff of

for the newc "Ilége: a president, a male teacher, and a female teacher. Believing -

ok ' iigqntly to raise the funds they would need for their school. They

eni}lsiéhéd a pla_cej like Oberlin College in Ohio, the first school of higher education that-
was opened to students regardless of race.*
|
\

In the midst of this new initiative, Brackett was overwhelmed with work. He:

supervised all the schools in the Shenandoah Valley, taﬁght at Harpers Ferry, and began

Minutes of the Commission for the Promotion of Education in the South, A & M 2621,
West Virginia History and Regional Collection, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV.

“Minutes of the Commission for the Promotion of Education in the South, A & M 2621.
8The Morning Star, 27 February 1867.

®Barbara Rasmussen, Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College,
Unpublished M.A. Thesis, (Morgantown, WV: West Virginia University, 1986), 18.
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his own family. Other members of the denomination were fanning out across New
England to find the funds the Freewill Baptists needed for their work in the South. With
a target date of opening the school in September 1868, they had to work quickly.
Through it all, Silas Curtis canied'accounfs of the work in the South in The Morning
Star. In Sanford, Maine, one devout Freewill Baptist read that paper diligently. As part

of her duties as a housekeeper, Mary Bachelder also read it to her aged and failing

employer, John Storer. - Storer was not.a Freewill Baptist, but a Congregationalist who-: =

held strong anti-slavery sentiments and had a reputation of
generously supporting charitable and religious organizations.-
Successful in businéss, he approached the end of his life with
considerable funds at his disposal.”’

Thus, Oren B. Cheney, soliciting funds on behalf of
Bates College in Maine, had high hopes wheﬂ he called upon
Mr. Storer seeking a bequest or contribution. Stofer gave John Ste‘
$1000 to Bates College, but he also told Cheney he was
planning to endow a school in the south for the education of the freedmen.®® Storer

planned to give his money-to the American Missionary Association, who would accept

his proposal in 90 days and open a college within a year.”

*"McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 21.

% The Morning Star; McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia,
1865-1897," 21-22.

69Anthony, Storer College, Harper's Ferry: A Brief Historical Sketch, 4.
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~ Sensing a unique opportunity, Cheney begged for the chance to make the same

proposal to the Freewill Baptist Home Mission Board before Storer acted, and the old

man agreed. He was initially reluctant to give the funds to the Baptists because he was.
afraid they would not succeed in time for him to see the school in operaﬁon.m Storer
and Cheney drew up a complicated agreement whereby Storer placed ten thousand
dollars worth of municipal bonds in the hands of a third party with the stipulation that

_the Freewillers raise matching funds.”. - .. ... .. .

Some members of the denomination were skeptical about the proposition, calling. -
it “a railroad to the moon,” but they supported it nevertheless.” One ct;urcil meinber,
James Colder, mused that a school designed to exclude whites was as bad as one
iii:Signed to exclude blacks. “Away with all caste! I fear this is a s:naré for us which the
vde":gvil has moved a Congregationalist to tempt us with” he wrote.” Curtis, never a true
“friend of higher education; was skeptical as well.”

| Cheney’s energy on behalf of the project was not diminished by his own efforts -
to endow Bates. He was the son of a conductor on the Underground Railroad and a

close acquaintance of Frederick Douglass, who visited often in the Cheney home.

Politically skilled, Cheney was also a true believer in denominational education and

The Morning Star.
"'Rasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College," 17.
2McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 23.

73v1 etter from James Colder to N. C. Brackett,” A & M 1322, West Virginia and
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- Baptists’ plans for.a school to Senator Fessenden, Congressman James A. Garfield, .. i

black rights.” He was an ardent foe of slavery, and declared himself “ready to die for

freedom.” Rather than take up arms during the war, however, Cheney had served as a

éhaplain with the Christian Commission in Washington, D.C. Largely through his

policies, Bates College, after 1864; has always included blacks in its student body.76
Politicrally well connected, Cheney had even called on President Lincoln on

behalf of the chaplaincy during the war. He carried the message of the Freewill -

Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, and General O. O: Howa;d of the Freedman’s
Bureau. He was determined to get the school opened in 1867, and was indefatigable in
pursuit of that goal. He told the Baptists’ Home Mission Board that fund-raising. would
. be more’ succeséful if thé school was in operation quickly.. He advised them that the
school-would probably not be under their control, although he fervently needed the -
board’s assistance. Financial suppdrt from the Peabody Fund was dependent upoﬁ their
ability to establish a normal school quickly.” Although he had first suggested
Richmond, Virginia as a site for the School, Cheney later égreed that Harpers Ferry was
the best locale. Assilring Nathan Brackett of his sincerity, Cheney suggested that

ultimately a. uhi.versivty,“‘Stantdn University” could be built in association with the

McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 26.
- ™McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 27.

"Oren B. Cheney, "Letter to N. C. Brackett," A and M 1322, West Virginia and Regiohal
History Collection (West Virginia University Libraries, 27 April 1867), Storer College Archives.
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normal school.”® With that vision, he went to work.

The Smallwood Farm and the Camp Hill property

As preparations for the opening of the Freewill Baptists’ new freedmen’s school
continued, word came that the federal government was preparing to sell the Camp Hill

property they were occupying. The Freewill Baptists petitioned the U. S. Congress to

be turned out of doors.”” Debate on the matter took two more years. The proposal
was gradually endorsed by increasing numbers of the Senators, although debate and
comment was, from time to time, bitter. Cheney arranged for the Freewill Baptists -
toracquire land in Harpers Ferry with his ﬁnancia} assistance, and he began lobbying the
Freedman’s Bureau for funds. Then, he increased the pressure upon Congress.
<-:oncerni-ng» the four former Armory buildings on Camp Hill that Brackett wanted for the
school. Cheney put up his own monéy t'o. help buy the 150-acre Smallwood farm-on
Bolivar Heights that overlooked the river front portion of the town. If the federal
property acquisition fell through, thjs land would serve as an alternative location for the
new school.*® His lobbying efforts for that aspect of the project produced concerns

about the title to the land. While he worked in Washington to convince the lawmakers -

0ren B. Cheney, "Letter to N. C. Brackett,” A and M 1322, West Virginia and Regional
History Collection (25 April, 1867), Storer College Archives.

Petition by the Trustees and Stockholders of Storer to the "Honorable Senate and House
of Representatives," A & M 2621, West Virginia History and Regional Collection.

8McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 31. .
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to release the property, Cheney directed Brackett to appeal to the Freedman’s Bureau for
a grant. Future financial strategies also included appealing to Governor Arthur
Boreman of West Virginia for a state appropriation of $50,000.*" While the efforts to
secure .the land and buildings for the Harpers Ferry school continued, a formal

agreement for the $10,000 fund was reached with John Storer in May

The struggle to sééilf_e the Storer: gift =

In their negotiations@ith John Storer for the $10,000 gift, the Freewill Baptists.
were required to deal with a “third party,” Senator Fessenden. He was to hold the bonds
until a commission composed of Cheney and fellow Freewill Baptists Silas Curtis,
Ebenezer Knowlton, George T. Day,th . M. Brewster, N. C. Brackett and George »
Goodwin managed to raise a matching ten thousand dollars. Fessenden proved to be a
diligent custodian, holding the Baptists to the very letter of the agreement with the
Storer be'(.]uest.82 John Storer reserved the right t-o apéoint:nine of the trustees of the -
school.

After receiving the Storer gift, the Baptist board was required to keep the funds:
together and invested until the sum of forty thousand dollars was reached. “Then an |
“institution of learning for the education of the colored people shall be chartered and

located in Virginia, W. Virginia, or in one of the southern or middle states.”®

glCheney, "Letter to N. C. Brackett,"1867.
82Rasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College,” 19.°

BThe Morning Star.
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Although Storer stipulated the school be chartered as a college, he agreed that it could
operate as a lesser institution for a time. Several years would pass before there were
freedmen prepared for college level work, and the preparatory school would give
students the preparation they needed. |

Until an endowment of $100,000 and a student‘enrollment of 50 were reached,

the institution could operate as a normal school or seminary and college. -In its final -

endowment could be raised in ten years. Storer College was easily able to meet the
enrollment figures that the benefactor stipulated, but the endowmeﬁt remained elusive
throughout the life of the school. Storer left an additional thousand dollars to the
schpol. These funds were placed in trust to provide annual gifts of publiéations from
the American Tract Society.* Classes began in 1867, before‘the details of the -
arrangement with Stprer were completed. The first day, nineteen pupils enrolled under
the tutelage of Mrs. Martha Smith of Maine. She had transferred from the Butler School
in Hampton, Virginia.“

In addition to this project, Brackett still supervised twelve teachers scattered oﬁt
over the Shenandoah Valley. His other dutieé included managing the school farm,
selling lots for a profit, keeping ziccounfs for the education commission and the Home

Mission board, creating a board of trustees, lobbying for the land from the U. S.

#McClain, "Storer College Harpérs Ferry, West Virgirﬁa, 1865—1 897," 25.

85McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, .1865—1897," Al.
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Congress, and securing a charter from the State of West Virginia.** Brackett’s burdens

were eased somewhat when his childhood merﬁor Alexander Moﬁell arrived in Harpers
Ferry to help l;im. There, the Morrell family WaS’asSigned to a building that later was
named for fhem. They shared its eleven rooms with twelve to twenty-seven female
studént_s ur;til a women’s dormitory was built in 1879. Except for a period of
convalescence in New Hampshire, Morrell served at Storer until his death in December

1885+ Lo oo

The commissioners for education became the Storer College Board of Trustees.
John Storer submitted nine names: Oren B. Cheney of Maine; Ebenezer Knowlton of

Maine; Silas Curtis of New Hampshire; George H. Ball of New York; James Colder of

. Pennsylvania; and Nathan ,Bréckett. The Baptists added Fessenden, O. O. Howard of

"Washington, D.C.; Frederick Douglass of New York; E B. Fairfield of Michigan; A. D.

Williams of Ohio; Daniel Young of West Virginia; Daniel Ames of West Virginia;

"William Still of Pénnsylvaniai; E A Stockman of Maine; J 'S. Burgess of Pennsylvanfa;

1.Or Donnel o‘f New York, and B. J .l Cole and I. D. Steward of New Hampshire.
Trustees were appointed fér life, and th;: Board of Tfuste’es elected the principal of the
school. “Vacancies on the Board were filled by. a committee’gf ‘Trustees, with the
approval of the Freewill Baptist Home Mission Society.”

The Board retained the ,aﬁthority to locate or relocaté; the school. Once the sum

of $40,000 was raised, the contract said, the first commission of seven was to be

86McClain, "Storér College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 41. -

87"Minute§ of the Commission,” A & M 2621, West Virginia and Regional History
Collection (West Virginia University Libraries, 6 June 1867), Storer College Archives.
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dissolved and all business transferred to the Board of Trustees and President of the
College, who would oversee the raising of the $100,000 permanent endowment. The
school was set to vopen officially in September 1868. Storer insisted the school be
opened to-meﬁbers of both sexes, without regard to race.%

Both Storer and the Freewill Baptists were concerned that the work would

continue even if Storer himself should die. They agreed that if he died, Senator

Fessenden:would oversee the finalization of the bequest.: The provisions of the ::. =, ..o

document obligated Fessenden to return the funds to Storer’s heirs if the denomination
was unsuccessful in its campaign to raise a matching $10,000. The deadline for the -

Freewill Baptists was January 1, 1868.% Unfortunately, John Storer did die on October .

.+ 23, 1867, three weeks after Storer College unofficially opened, but before the required
funds had been raised to secure the endowment. The Storer children were at first

.+ unsympathetic to the mission their father had funded, and when he died, they pressured -

Senator Fessenden to return the bequest to them. According to the letters among the - :
Baptists, the senator resist,ed their entreaties, but closely watched the .Baptists’
progress.”

On December 6, 1867, Rev. I. D. Stewart wrote to Brackett with the news of
Fessenden’s determination. “‘Senator Fessenden writes me that he has no discretion to

vary in the least from the letter of The Storer proposition . . . the Storer heirs are on his

8The Morning Star.
8Morning Star, 17 February 1867.

“°Rasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College,” 19.
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back . . . we are liable to lose all.”®' Fessenden told Stewart that the treasurer had better
provide evidence that ten thousand dollars were raised and invested.  He insisted the
match comprise actual dollars, not pledges or notes.”” “He will require the statement to
be sworn to,” Stewart wrote.”

“Black Wednesday,” January 1, 1868, was the day the Baptists nearly saw the
Storer endowment revert to his heirs. A renewed round of fund-raising ensued, with ‘

many of the trustees sigp@gfpc;s_qn_al notes to provide the cash:- Even though the -+ N

Baptists met Storer's terms in finding matching funds, the effort was replete with

anxiety. Storer also had stipulated that the donor of the largest gift to the school should
be honored by nam’ing‘the school after him.** Storer made several other provisions

about the nature of the college, some of which showed a remarkable sensitivity to the
dignity of the freedmen and faith in their ability'to attain-full participation in the
institution. He required that the school allow “colored persons of suitable character” to -
be representatives “at the pfopér time” én the board of instruction.” Interpreting the
phrases, “suitable character” and “proper time” would prove troublesome for the
denomination in the years ahead, as they struggled with the issue of African American
representation on Storer College’s faculty.

Storer also expressed the desire that the “colored people, men, women and

-9’Rasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College,” 110.
92Anthony, Stor'er- C;)llege, Harper's ‘Ferry: A érief Histo;ical Sketc;h, 8
PRasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College," 110.
*The Morning Star.

SThe Morning Star.
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children, will take upon themselves the burden of raising the remainder of the
endowment.””® Storer believed that every ex-slave should contribute one dollar to the
school. .Cheney éxplained in The Morning Star that Storer believed by contributing a
dollar each, the freedmen would demonstrate their gratitude for efforts on their behalf,
and prove that they were deserving of the help from “their friends.” Every former slave

who donated the dollar would receive a “certificate with some suitable device upon

179y 97

This criterion was an unrealistic one, although it provfdes insight into the

;perspectives of New Englanders in this era. Clearly,' Storer had but little perception of

-the full magnitude of the poverty and wretchedness that prevailed in the Sbuth. In

1867, one dollar from every freed slave was impossible. Just out of bondage, few if any .

freedmen could respond to Storer's requirement that they help fund their own college.

“They are poor . . . They are unused to skilled labor. They are only just learning self-

reliance under a hard but perhaps wholesome discipline. The white population around ‘
them are not generally diéposed to help but to hinder their progress,” The Morning Star .

reported.”

In that'same issue, The Morning Star announced that the matching funds were in -

- hand. Almost $30,000 had been raised. ‘Not surprisingly, the formal announcement

identified Harpers Ferry as the site of Storer’s school. Convinced of the Freewill

96Rasml.Jssen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College," 20.
"The Morning Star, 26 August 1868.

The Morning Star, 26 August 1868.
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Baptists’ success, Fessenden released the gift of municipal bonds of the City of

Biddeford, Maine. The match included the Smallwood farm of Cheney’s. Other monies
came as donations that were solicited in New Hampshire, Vérmont,‘ and Canada by
Freewill Baptist ministers Stockman and Nickerson. Reverend J. L. Roberts éanvassed
Massachusetts and Rhode Island raising mbney for Storer College. George H. Ball and -
J. W. Dunjee solicited donations in New York and Pennsylvania.”” Citizens in New

York gave especially generously to the school. There were donations from other """ " " "

entities; the U.S. Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands gave the
Freewill Baptists an initial $6500.'®

A few months prior the Freewill Baptists had seen the U. S. Senate approve
legislation awarding them possession of the four old houses on Camp Hill where the
arsenal officials once lived. The sect was confident that the House of Representatives
would follow suit. Shepherding their special interest legislation through the Senate was
Fes-senden himself, who was by then Chairman of the> Joint Cofnmittee on Reconst.r.uc—‘
tion. Congressman James A. Garfield, touched by fond memories of his Freewill
Baptist alma mater, Geauga Seminary, supported the cause. He helped guidé the
measure through the House of Representatives. The‘ campus thus included the federal
buildings and a 152-acre farm that Cheney purchased and sold back to the Freewill

Baptists. "

The Morning. Star.
10T he Morning Star.

101Rasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College," 21.
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Sentiment in Harpers Ferry was hostile to the college, and the press covered the

congressional debates over the future of the controversial property. The Virginia Free
Press remarked upon the “baseness, but not the courage” of John Brown, that was
displayed in the comments of Minnesota Senator Ramsey, who suggested that the
armory headquarters more properly should be given to the heirs of old “Ossawatomie”

Brown.'” Despite the rancorous two years of debate within the Senate, the bill to sell

the “religious societies” that were occupying it.

After the Freedman’s Bureau’s initial contribution of $6,500, General O. O.

‘Howard, its head, donated about $12,000 in additional funds to meet operating expenses

and to constract a men’s dormitory.'® A total federal contribution of $18,000 in funds-
plus the donation of the Camp Hill property that was valued at $30,000 at the time,
actually made the federal government the largest financial contributor to the
establishment of Storer College.'

In addition to his $10,000 gift and his.- bequest for publications from the .
American Tract Society, John Storer had also provided the beginnings of a library.
Storer’s heirs, his son and executor H. P. Storer, Esquire, and his daughter, Mrs. M. M.
Britton, apparently acquiesced to their father’s will and cooperated with the school.

They honored the aging Storer’s verbal wish to “do more” and gave an extra $1000 |

lOZVirgihia Free Press, 5 March 1868, p2c4.
19 Anthony, Storer College, Harper's Ferry: A Brief Historical Sketch, 7.

1%Rasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College," 22.
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from the estate to lay the foundation for a library.'® In 1909, Storer descendants

dedicated a park to John Storer’s memory in his hometown of Sanford, Maine. At the
corner of Storer Street and Grant Avenue, the small area contains a plaque on é boulder
that reads: “In honor of John Storer, founder of Storer College, Harpers Ferry, West
Virginia, 1796-1867.”'%

While reporting to the faithful on the success of establishing a college for the

freedmen; the trustees also worried that the crush of eager:students would strain the . - -

school’s resodrc_es. The Freewill Baptists’ newspaper préised the former slaves. “Eager
to leamn and competent to be useful, they yet hardly know how to lay down the
implements of manual labor by which they earn th’efr daily bread; long enough to master
more than the meré rudiments of an education.”'”” During these early postwar years, the
Freewill Baptists cooperatedr with the American Missionary Association but, unlike the

other AMA-supported colleges, Storer College Kept its sectarian identity.

White opposition to the new school

While money was a constant worry for the school, Storer College also had to
overcome racially charged resistence frorh within the local community and beyond.
Commenting on it all, the Virginia Free Press was harshly critical. The paper

apparently failed to see any benefit of having the school in Harpers Ferry, and noted the

15T he Morﬁing Star.
106McCl.ain, "Storer College HarpersAFerry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 53.

" The Morning Star.
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Wager and Harper family heirs to the property “got no-thing;”108 A week later, The
Spirit of Jefferson reported Senator Fessenden’s comments to the Senate on the
founding of the coliege, noting that the Baptists “began first by establishing a school
and were permitted to occupy certain lots and certain buildings which they improved for

this purpose.”'®

The West Virginia Legislature also expressed considerable opposition to the idea o

of chartering a school for students regardless of.race or sex. During.the lengthy debate, - ..

the Senate Education Committee recommended passage “with an amendment striking
out . .. the words ‘without distinction of race or color’” but Senator Joseph T. Hoke of -

West Virginia, who had introduced the bill, managed to get the amendment tabled.""

Hoke, a native of Martinsburg, was a Freewill Baptist and a member of Storer’s -
Board of Trustees. A graduate of the denomination’s Hillsdale College in Michigan, he :

. also attended Oberlin College in Ohio, another school with a strong abolitionist -

tradition. Admitted to the Berkeley County Bar in 1864, Hoke served as county

“prosecutor and publisher of the Berkeley Union, a weekly newspaper. The Republican

politician served as Chairman of the Judiciary Committee during his second term in the
state senate and was later appointed Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit. Unsuccessful in

his quest for a congressional seat, Hoke was later elected a Circuit Judge of the Third

108Virgim'a Free Press, p2c4.
1996,,irit of Jefferson, 12 March 1868, p2c4,5.

190urnal of the Senate for the Sixth Sessioﬁ, West Virginia State Legiélafure (Wheeling,
WV, 1868), 102.
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_some-detail the:December-23,1869 dedication of Storer:- “the colored element of the-

Judicial Circuit.""! From the bench, he was able to protect Storer from some types of

attack. A lifelong supporter of the college, Hoke served several terms as president of
the board.'"?

When the college was chartered, the community opposition grew vocal and

- sometimes violent. The local newspapers covered events at Storer, rarely missing an .

opportunity to express contempt for the project. The Virginia Free Press reported in

county had quite a jollification at Harpers Ferry, the occasion being the dedication of
‘Storer College’ as an institution established at that place for the education of their
people.” Speaking that day were several church dignitaries, including th¢ Rev. Dr. Ball,
and Republican Congressman Méfrill, of Maine.” “The speaking was well spoken of by
those who heard it,” the newspaper sneered. The ceremony was followed by a meal

prepared by “the resident colored folks” and “the afternoon and evening were spent in

general glorification.”"® The newspaper noted further that both races attended the event

at the college that was now serving approximately one hundred students. Four months

later, a celebration was held upon ratification of the fifteenth amendment to the U. S.

- Constitution: The paper reported that, “the meeting was quite crowded and it is ~ -

unnecessary to say, quite enthusiastic.”'"*

"1Jim Comstock, ed. The West Virginia Heritage Encyclopedia, (Richwood,
WV, 1976), 2334. A :

H2McClain, "Storer College Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1865-1897," 53.
"3 The Virginia Free Press, 3 January 1870, p3cl.

"The Virginia Free Press, 11 April 1870, p3cl.
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When whites failed to block Storer’s charter in the State Legislature, a drive was
begun to rescind it the following year. Prior to the 1870 session, mass meetings were
held and strong efforts put forth to annul the charter.'" Jogeph Barry, writing under the
pseudonym “Josephus,” said, “great dissatisfaction is felt and expressed among the
citizens in regard to the subject . .. The people held a meeting some time ago and

petitioned the State Legislature to revoke the charter ... """

—--Hoke, however; fielded the school’s case in the legislature and annulmént» |
attempts failed. The continued intensity of local opposition to Storer College prompted.
the federal govérnment to send an agent to investigate requests. that the government
property donated to the college be reclaimed. Hostility was so heightened that both

“students and teachers carried arms.'” The Ku Klux Klan directed its wrath at Storer,
too, but the community finally tired of its campaign. Freewill Baptist writer Kate -

- Anthony penned, “Even after fear of personal danger had passed, [the teachers] were yet
looked upon as pariahs and outcasts.”.'"* But Josephus said otherwise: “The Rev. Mr. -
Brackett who‘is in charge of the black schools and is connected with the ‘Storer
College’ enterprise, is a courteous gentleman and is highly respected by the people

generally. Whatever the cause of the prejudice against the college or its administration

'S Anthony, Storer College, Harper's Ferry: A Brief Historical Sketch, 11.

"¢50sephus, Ir. [Joseph Barry], The Annals of Harpers Ferry, from the Establishment of
the National Armory in 1794, to the Present Time, 1869, with Anecdotes of Harpers Ferrians
(Hagerstown, MD: Dechert and Co. Printers, 1869), 57.

"7 Anthony, Storer College, Harper's Ferry: A Brief Historical Sketch, 11. -

118Anthony, Storer College, Harper's Ferry: A Brief Historical Sketch, 11.
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of its affairs may be, it does not appear to affect Mr. Brackett’s personal popularity.

Renewed community outrage spilled out from the columns of the Spirit of
Jéﬁ‘erson in October 1870. The local school board voted to approﬁriate $350 to Storer,
but the Bolivar- Township levy was voted down, with citizens charging that the board
had misappropr-iated its power. “The Board has transcended its duty and outraged

taxpayers,” the paper said.'?

___~In 1871;both-local nevsélz@pe'r_s reported on political activities at Storer College.
The Spirit of Jefferson negatively commented on a “rédical convention of about .
nineteen whites vand 40 to 50 ‘colored’ that met “somewhere near” Storer College
“Saturday last.”'*' The Virginia Free Press four days later reported “a radical
convention” there. “Storer College held a “black and tan” convention of forty or more -
of the “15th Amendment class” and twenty whites. “If thé secretary of the convention
will furnish us with-names and color of members composing this ‘sweet scented’

" conclave, we will publish the proceedings without money and without price.”'?

Storer College takes root in Haipers Ferry

. Despite all of the hurdles and hostility, the Freewill Baptists began to see the -

fruits of their efforts in Harpers Ferry. When the state of West Virginia took over the

mJosephus, The Annals of Harpers FEerry, from the Establishment of the National
Armory in 1794, to the Present Time, 1869, with Anecdotes of Harpers Ferrians, 57.

27he Spirit of Jefferson, 11 October 1870, p2c2.
"21The Spirit of Jefferson, 10 October 1871, p2cl.

'2The Virginia Free Press, 14 October 1871, p2c2.
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local freedmen’s schools started by the denomination, many of the teachers who were
placed in the public primary schools were recent graduates of Storer College. Brackett.
was patient with the press, and ‘diligently informed them of the school’s activities,
ignoring some of the uglier racial aspersions that regularly appeared in the regional -
néwspapgrs. He mailed-copies of the college catalogue to the hewspapers and

announced enrollment statistics on a regular basis. In 1872, the press reported an

= parenthetic comment effectively served to segregate the school, although 1t was
# chartered without regard to race. A few white students did attend, including the

-+ children of.N athan Brackett, though after awhile they were sent to schools in New-

England. -
Storer College by then had a library of twelve hundred volumes and 80 rooms. -

for boarders.'”® Graduation exercises quickly became an important annual spring event

at the school. Visitors came by train from the east, sometimes in numbers sufficient to

require that the railroad add an extra car. The Baltimore and Ohio gladly
accommodated the travelers, and even provided speqial rates for Storer’s visitors. One-
year, the car was added to the rear of the train, and the students were offended by the -
Jim Crow insinuations of its location. The paper scorned the students for complaining

about the railroad’s sincerity. “Ebo-shin gents and brown-skin ladies . . . do not know

rights when they have them. They don’t know whether they come tied up in a paper or '

"BThe Virginia Free Press, 15 June 1872, p3c2.
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-about slavery; The-Spirit of Jefferson printed her allegation that prior to Emancipation,- -+~ -

124

are kept in a jug,” the editors wrote.
Racial hostilities continued to create difficulties for those trying to educate the
freedmen. Anne Dudley’s moralistic judgments df the South and slavery kept
sentiments stirred up. During her tenure as a teacher, she traveled throughout the
Shenandoah Valley, speaking and encouraging the former slaves to embrace the fwin

goals of education and religious commitment. Outraged by her forceful accusations

slaves in Harpers Ferry “ploughed all day in yokes made of three iron bars one and one-
half inches thick, and were Whipped with chains.” The press carried a reprjnt of a
Lynchburg, Virginia,.editorial that railed against her.“monstrous faléehood;” and
branded her a “reckless calumniator.”'”® Mocking the Freewill Baptists’ baptismal
practices, the editor further scorned, “Would it not be well to give Miss Dudley (we

have no idea she’s married) another dip-and hold her under the water a little longer this

X timé?’,126

Gradually, however, the Harpers Ferry newspapers began to soften their
invective. In 1876, The Virginia Free Press carried an item from The Keyser Mountain
Echo noting that Storer was flourishing, and praising Brackett. “Prof. N. C. Brackett
deserves credit. Discipline is good and the education is thorough. [Storer] is now

looked upon with favor by the majority of people of Jefferson County and West

""The Virginia Free Press, 13 June 1874, p3c2.
'The Spirit of Jefferson, 29 April 1873, p2c2.

"2The Spirit of Jefferson, p2c2.
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natural and inevitable given the outcome of the war, he simply ignored the rancor and
continued to build the school. His steady increase in enrollments swelled the campus
facilities quickly. Some who enrolled came from as faraway as the Carribean and

~ Africa. Others returned to build a new life.- By now Jared Arter was twenty-three, and

“from New York. -

Virginia.”"?’
Brackett understood the sentiments of the southern whites. Acceptingthem as
since-his return
\

He entered Storer in 1873
where he prepared
- himself to become the first
. black man to attend
;»Pennsylvania State
Umver31ty Arter’s affection
for Storer, however, would
bring him back to Harpers Ferry |
many times durmg his very
long life.

Sto.rer The Portal » College was the

only school for African American higher education in West Virginia in the first two

decades after the Civil War. By the 1880's, industrialization throughout the state

'2"The Virginia Free Press, 10 June 1876, p2c4.
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increased the popﬁlation of African Americans and thus, the enrollment pressure upon
Storer increased. Making this argument to the legislature, the Baptists were hopeful of
state-support for their efforts, but the West Virginia Legislature preferred instead to
create publicly owned schools for West Virginia’s black students. Lawmakers defeated

128

a bill proposing an annual $3,000 appropriation for Storer.”” Ultimately Storer would

achieve a modest amount of state funding, but its status as a religious institution

combined with the widespread racial.animosities of the time to create.a crippling . .7,

financial climate that endured for the life of the school.

'28Anthony, Storer College, Harper's Ferry: A Brief Historical Sketch, 15.
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Chapter III - Storer College becomes a reality

By the early 1880's, Storer College had been educating freedmen for overa -
decade. What had begun with nineteen students and a single dilapidated house in -
Harpers Ferry had now become a chartered educational institution with nearly 300

students at its peak in 1884."”* In 1881, at a ceremony to commemorate the fourteenth

“anniversary of the establishment of Storer College, the renowned abolitionist Frederick

Douglass;' a trustee of Storer College; delivered a stirring speech: on the legacy of John
Brown and his raid on the Harpers Fe‘rfy armory nearly twehty—two years earlier.  The
very féct'th_at Douglass could stand on a public stage and'praise Brown as a heroic-
crusader fqr the end  of slavery perhaps best illustrates the progress:that ‘had been made
toward the a.cceptancer of emancipation and the assimilation of freedmen into
mainstream American society.-

Douglass stated in his address that his goal was to recount his role in the John

Brown raid and- also to recognize what Brown had accomplished in the fight against

G orer College, Biennial Catalogue 1882-4, A&M 2621, West Virginia History and
Regional Collection, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV.
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slavery, but “Not to fan the flame of sectional animosity now happily in the process of
rapid and I hope permaneﬁt extinction; ...not to recount the long list of.wrongs, inflicted

on my race during more than two hundred years of merciless bondage . . . , but to pay a
just debt long due, to vindicate in some degree a great historical character, of our own

time and country . . . ”*® As Douglass recounted later in his last autobiography, the Life
and Times of Frederick Douglass, the réception'he received in Harpers Ferry was to hi.m o

a surprising testament to the growing acceptance of emancipation among the white

L

population: "...The people of Harper's Ferry have made wondrous progress in their

idéas of freedom, of thought and speech. The abolition of slavery has not merely
emancipated the Negro, but liberated the whites.""'

Fredén'ck Douglass' encouraging words notwithstanding, the growing acceptance-
of African American emancipation and assimilation following the end of Reconstruction
actually created more problems for educational institutjons like Storer College due to.
the decline in financial contributions and other suppoft from Northern religioﬁs and
abolitionist groups. In the decade following the end of the Civil War, the focus of the
former abolitionists turned to freedmen's aid, but it sooﬁ became clear that fervor for the~

cause of the newly-emancipated African Americans was waning in the old abolitionist

strongholds in New England and upstate New York. In addition, many of the Northern

130§ ohn Reuben Sheeler, ed., Frederick Douglass, John Brown and Harpers Ferry,
Occasional Papers, No. 1, Dept. of History, West Virginia State College Bulletin Series 40, No. 6,
West Virginia State College, Institute, WV, 1953.

BlFrederick Douglass, Life and Times of Frederick Douglass, excerpted in William L.
Andrew, ed., The Oxford Frederick Douglass Reader, New York, Oxford University Press, 1996,
308. : : . :
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abolitionist leaders began to retire from public life or died in the decades following the
Civil War and the remainin‘g few, such: és Freden'ck Douglatsé,-‘turned.to other leés
inspiring issues relating to the plight ofIAfrican Americans.'®

The end of the abolition movem’en't‘ﬂwas not the only_ ‘c.:hangle that wbuld hat/e a
profound impact on Storer College in the last décades of the nineteénth century. Smce

its inception in 1869 Storer College had relied most heavﬂy on the support of the

Freewill Baptist congregations and orgamzatlons that had foundcd and st111 mamtamed

sthe school. However, by the late’ 1880‘s and early 1890 s the Freewﬂl Baptlst

.denomination itself was in the midst of a crisis that would ultimately result in its

reunion with the mainstream Baptists in the early twentieth century. This crisis was the
result of both doctrinal changes in Baptist ideology, which caused some members to

return to mainstream congregations, and the loss of members in the traditional Freewill

Baptist stronghold in New England."”’

In the face of waning support from former abolitionists and even the Freewill
Baptists themselves, Storer College's administrators sought desperately to meet the
increasing needs of the school's students without going into debt. One of the earliest
needs that had been recognized was the lack of a dormitory for female students and, by
1873, efforts were already underway to raise the money for the new building. A leader

in the drive to get the women’s dormitory built was Mrs. Frances Stewart Mosher, a .

132James M. McPherson, The Struggle for Equality, 386-416; Frederick Douglass, Life
and Times of Frederick Douglass.

33Norman Allen Baxter, History of the Freewill Baptists: a study in New England
separatism, Rochester, NY, American Baptist Historical Society, 1957, 153-82.
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strident young Freewill Baiptist '
woman who believed strongly
in the Storer College mission.
She would later serve aé a
prominent member of the Storer

Board of Trustees, and it was

Jargely through her influence - -
that Henhry T. McDonald would -~

beéome principal of Storer

The Harpers Ferry Singers

College in 1899.

A tour of hpstate New York by a group of Storer College singers helped to raise
enough money for the badly-needed girls’ dormitory. In the summer of 1873, teachers
Anne Dudley and Martha J. Stowers took Storer’s own Union Chorus (the name was®
later changed to the Harpers Ferry Singers) to the northern states in search of money for
the project. T.he eight student vocalists performed a capella for audiences throughout
the North. Against the trend of the times, Rev. Henry Ward Beecher yielded the pulpit -
of his church to Dudley for her entreaties.'* Veteran abolitionist Gerrit Smith
contributed a total of $2,000, while the entire tour raised a total of $4,000. This was -

» enough money to iay the foundatiqn of the new building, but further construction had to
be halted until 1877. A renewed effort was made to complete the building, including

$600 raised by the Centennial Jubilee Singers and $1000 from the Freewill Baptist

1*Rasmussen, "Sixty Four Edited Letters of the Founders of Storer College," 28.
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Women's Missionary Society. The most touching donations were those from numerous
Freewill Baptist Sunday school classes and, to honor these generous children, the new
girls’ dormitéry Was narmed Myrtle Hall after the Freewill Béptist youth newspaper,
"The Myrtle.”'**

" The determined effort to secure the funding for Myrtle Hall was only one

example of the ever-present financial pressure under which Storer College operated

fhroughout its_existence: Pleas for donations were often-heard in-Freewill Baptist- - **-:-

c‘&)ngr'égations all through the Northeast, and Storer's yearly college catalogue contained
numerous requests for contributions to the library, various departments, and-appeals for -

bequests.”® A large proportion of the existing correspondence and trustees’ minutes

- deal with this all-important issue, and no stone was left unturned in the attempts by

Storer’s administration and staff to keep the school financially solvent.'”” In addition,

-, Nathan Brackett and other members of the Board of Trustees, as well as other Freewil}

Baptists, worked tirelessly to try to secure money wherever possible. In spite of the_~
hardship, however, the faculty, administrators, students, and friends of Storer College -
were determined that the school remain open to provide African Americans with the -

education they desperately wanted and needed.:

135 Anthony, Storer College, Harper's Ferry, W. Va. Brief Historical Sketch, 9; John
Barker and Mary Johnson, Status Report on Discontinuance of Package 121, Natlonal Park
Service/University of Maryland, 1991, 36-7. :

36Storer College Catalogue, 1882-84, 1889-91, 1897-98, 1898-99, 1899-1900.

¥Storer College Book of Trustee Minutes 1898-1912, A & M 2621, West Virginia
History and Regional Collection, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV.
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Curriculum and student life

In the early 1880's, the educational program at Storer College consisted of three
basic divisions, the-Academic, State Normal, and Preparatory Departments. ,The
Academic Department listed 59 students; while the State Normal Department totaled
211, and the Preparatory Department.166."** The main focus of the school was still the
training of teachers and is 'reﬂected in the fact that the State Normal Department had the

highest enrollment. : The Preparatory Department offered elementary classes to prepare

students for upper level courses, and also showed a-fairly high enrollment. . The smallest
enrollment was in the Academic Department; which was "designed to fit students for the
first-class colleges and in connection with the Normal to furnish a good'Seminary
clourse."139 o

Although the Acadeémic _Departmént did not have as many students as tﬁc other
departments at Storer. College, it represented the core of What Storer’s founders and
'adhinistration ho;;ed the school Would become - a respected college for African
Americans that could éffer courses of the caliber of a traditional liberal arts education.

. Consequently, the curriculum of the Academic Department was centered on the reading -
and study of classical literature, as well as the study of Latin Grammar beginning in the
first year. Students were required to read Caesar, Ovid, Cicero and Virgil, and study the

history of Greece and Rome. By the third year, they were being taught Greek Grammar,

as well as studying either German or French. In addition to studying classical literature =

18 piennial Catalogue of Storer College 1882-84.

" Biennial Catalogue of Storer College 1882-84.
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and languages, students in the Academic Departmen't at Storer were aléo taught other
high school level subjects such as arithmetic, algebra, geology; botany, and astronomy.
In the t};ird and fourth years, students also studied _Shakevspeare and English literature, as
well as rhetoric and logic.'*

The only courses in the Academic curriculum at Storer College that may have

reflected an attempt by white faculty to inculcate African American students with a

classes were seen as essential by white educators at other African' American colleges
such as Hampton Institute, ‘an_d- were geared toward insfilling young black sfudents with
the ideals of hard work and good moral character, and teaching them their ;‘tru‘f:” place
as manual laborers in the new industrial economy.'*'

Life for students at Storer College in the 1880's was austere, with a heavy daily

-class and recitation schedule, and mandatory devotional exercises daily at 9:00 A.M..

In addition; students were required to attend a Wednesday evening prayer meeting and - |
two church services on Sunday.'** Storer College students also had to adhere to a strict
code of conduct, carefully laid out in each year's catalogue. Students were forbidden to

leave the campus during school without the permission of the principal, and could not -

10Bjennial Catalogue of Storer College 1882-84, 21-22; McClain.

“lyames D. Anderson, “The Hampton Model of Normal School Education, 1868-1900,”
in Vincent P. Franklin and James D. Anderson, ed., New Perspectives on Black Educational
History, G. K. Hall & Co., Boston, MA, 1978, 72.

'42Biennial Catalogue of Storer College 1882-84.
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attend parties or other gatherings in town.'” Alcohol and tobacco were also strictly

prohibited, as befitted a school with such a strong Baptist connection.

Male and female students were segregated as much as possible, and were hot
allowed to "visit or receive persons of opposite sex in their rooms."™ In particular, the .
condu;:t of female students was closely monitored.. Girls were not allowed to be out

after dark, could not be seen alone in the company of a man, and were not even

against sﬁowy or provocative clothing for female students, and even suggestions in the
college cafalogue as to the most appropriate and practical-séhool dresses fo;‘fema]c
stl.Jder.lts.145 |

Although finances were always tight at Storer, the goal of the administration was
still to make sure that students could afford to get an eduqatidn. Monthly expenses for
fhe years 1882-84 were estimat_ed-at $7.25-10.00, although students could save $2-3-per
moﬁths if they boarded tﬁétﬁséi?es, and ferr-lalAe students could save another $1.00 by : -
doing their own washing each n'101.1th>.. Although these fees seem incredibly low by
modern Standards, it-was still -difficu‘l.t for struggling African American families to keep ~

up with these expenses. Consequently, Storer did not raise its fees throughout the 1880s

and 1890s, and instead continued to try to make ends meet with outside donations and -

| 3 Biennial Catalogue of Storer College 1882-84.
“Biennial Catalogue of Storer College 1882-84.

“SStorer College Catalogues 1882-84, 1889-91, 1897-98, 1898-99, 1899-1900.
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funding.'
By 1884, Storer's college catalogue boasted that 112 students had completed the
Normal Course for teachers and almost 4QO teacheré educating freedmen in West
Virginia and surrounding states had attended Storep for at least some time."’ By the end
of the 1880;5, a Freewill Baptist publication noted that the number of teachérs trained at
Storer had grown to nearly 50().’4.8 In addition, Storer had aléo produced several

mmlsters doctors, lawyers edltors and businessmen.'” J. R. Clifford, a Civil. War S

= veteran who graduated in 1875,_ was the first African Amer_lcan admitted to the Bar in

it

West Virginia. In 1892, the graduating class of the Howard Medical School included
three Storer graduates: Harry Jones (1883), George W. Holly (1882), and Solomon H.
. Thompson (188.6).150 The school newspaper, the Storer Record, later reported that Dr.
Harry Jpnes was practicing medicine in Wheeling, West Virginia.

In 1901, Dr. Solomon H. Thompson wrote to the Storer Rec.ord about his
experience after he moved to Kansas City, Missouri in October 1892 to set up his
practice: |

I landed here October 3, 1892 with a trunk, box and $13.75 in my
pocket, - a total stranger, but having learned what hardship and

self-denial were early in life. I did not feel discouraged, but hunted
an office, and began work. Three days afterward, two hours after

¥8storer College Catalogue 1882-84, 1889-91, 1897-98, 1898-99, 1899-1900.
7Biennial Catalogue of Storer College 1882-84.

148Rev. G. A. Burgess and Rev. J. T. Ward, Free Baptist Cyclopedza Historical and
Bzographzcal Boston, Free Baptist Cyclopedia Co., 1889, 627.

149Burgess and Ward, Free Baptist Cyclopedia, 627.

150¢10rer Record, Winter Term 1892, “Alumni Notes”
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having thrown open my doors for the admission of victims, an old
lady walked in and asked for the doctor, who promptly appeared.
She showed me her finger, and I diagnosed the case as necrosis
of the first phalanx of the indeéx finger, and informed her that
amputation would be necessary. She consented, and I set her up
in a chair (not having a table), and chloroformed her, after which
I amputated the finger, and received my first two dollars for work
in Kansas City. And I love that old lady to-day, and will do any-
thing for her. Since that time my growth has not been of the
mushroom variety, but steady, and I now feel that I have a firm
foothold."" '

————TFhempsen-alioTioted-that the-difficulties he-had-faced in‘trying to-wini the aceepiance of. -

his white neighbors had forced him to the realization that he could not recommend his

life to other ambitious and educated young African Americans.

Storer College and industrial education

As the retrenchment against.Reconstruction reached its height in the nﬁd—189d"s; :
African-Americans, especiglly in the South, saw the rights given to them after the Civil
War disapﬁear one after émotﬂéf _\Blacks weré disfranchiSed, and segregation Wés
increasingly being supported i)y law. In 1896, the landmark U. S. Supremé Court case
Plessy v. F érgﬂs‘on essentially made segregation 1egal throughout the United States by
arguing that the ’notitA)n of “séparate but equal” was a viable concépt and, in>effect,
nullified the Fouﬁeenth Amendment. Several subsequent cases only served to support the

152

“separate but equal” idea.'” These events only served to heighten the debate over the

S1Storer Record 16(2) March 1901.

_ '2James M. McPherson, The Abolitionist Legacy: from Reconstruction to the NAACP,
Princeton UP, Princeton, New Jersey, 1975, 299-303. .
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place of African-Americans in society that had begun at the end of the Civil War.
Liberal northern whites, many of them descendants of abolitionists, argued along-

with the small but growing class of educated blacks that the two races were equal, and

" blacks should be allowed the same rights and privileges as their fellow white citizens.

Most southerners, and indeed many other white Americans, felt that the white race was

o

superior arid blacks ;shc_gq:l'goccgpy a sub dinate role in American society as manual - -

n-Americans was.a key theme in the debate - - -

overthe“Negro leezﬁ;‘ -and pgntérégi_:::éfoﬁaicl the two opposing philosophies of Negro

education, the Hampton model ‘and" thie Fisk model.

i—Ian’ii)tdh~Iﬁstiturtéi,'l‘éfgely because of the educationial philosophy of its principal

_ Samuel Chapman Armstrong, became the model for the industrial education movement

in African Ameérican schools throughout the South. Hampton’s mission as'a normal

~ school was to train-a corps of black teachers who would be instilled with good manual

work habits, Christian morality, and an understanding of the subordinate role that
Armstrohg felt African Americans should play in the new Southetn_ economy.
Consequently, there was little emphasis on classical education at Hampton. The focus
was on basic reading, writing, gnd arithmetic skills. Officials at Hampton were
sometimes compelled to expel a student with great academic promise who was not

diligent in the area of manual labor. '**

153 Anderson, “Hampton Model,” 63-6.
134 Anderson, “Hampton Model,” 71-8.
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Because the Hampton model of industrial education emphasized the ifnporfance
of manual labor and stréssed the subordinate role blacks were to play in American
society, the school and others that followed its lead became increasingly popular
recipients of funding from pﬁblic and philanthropic sources. Organized funds started
by wealthy industrialists, such as the
Peabody and Slater Funds; strongly

favored the Hampton.model,:whiq_hwould:

theoretically provide industry with a whole }

class of well-conditioned manual laborers

to work in America’s rapidly expanding

Storer College Graduating Class of 1893

industrial system. Consequently, by the .
1890's, most schools for African Americans, even the missionary schools like Storer
College, had added at least some form of industrial education to their curricula in order
to appeal for funding to the new industrialists that now represented one of the main
sources of philanthropy in the Unitc;d States.'”

In September 1895, the industrial education movement reached its height when
Booker T.'Washington, Hampton’s most famous graduate and the leading black
spokesman for its ideals, gave an address at the Atlanta Exposition. Known as the
“Atlanta Compromise,” Washington’s speech told blacks that they should be preparca
to work long and hard to achieve their own place in society, and argued that there was

no need to try to force political and social equality with whites: “In all things that are

64
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' had been trained in.the classic liberal arts style. == 5 oo o e o

purely social we can be as separate as the fingers, yet one as the hand in all things
essential to mutual progress.”*® By publicly lending legitimacy to the legalized
segregation that had spread throughout the South and stressing a gradualist approach to
achieving rights for African Americans, Washington was applauded by many Southern
whites and sparked a sharp backlash within the black intellectual community. The

leading voice of this opposition was W: E. B. DuBois, a Fisk University graduate who

et

* Fisk University, in Nashville, Tennessee, had been founded by the American

Missionéry Association in 1866, and was considered the leading model of classical

* education for freedmen. The educational philosophy of Fisk was one-of the more than a

hundred black colleges founded by northern missionary groups during the

" Reconstruction era to educate a new African American elite who would then be able to-

* ‘educate and'lead their own people toward racial equality. These missionary educators

came out of the abolitionist movement, and most believed in the goal of equal rights for -
black’s.m‘ Although one of the smallest groups engaged in the education of the
freedmen, the Freewill Baptists .start'ed Storer College in the true missionary education -+ - |
ideal, and their curriculum always included classical subjects like Latin, Greek and °
History. In this sense, Storer remained true to the Fisk model of missionary liberal

education, and through its Normal and Academic Courses sought to train a corps of

good Christian teachers who could go out and educate their people and help them earn '

6B ooker T. Washington, “Text of the Atlanta Compromise,” Encyclopedia Britannica
Online Guide to Black History, http://blackhistory.eb.com, 1999.

157yames D. Anderson, “Northern Philanthropy and the Training of the Black Leadership:
Fisk University, a Case Study, 1915-1930,” in Franklin and Anderson, 97-109.
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their equal rights.

Although "the school did offer industrial courses, and considered them essential,
it was more as a way of teaching good work hai)its and Christian morals. The State
Normal Department was still the largest of Storer College's departments throughout the
1880's, but by 1889 the school had begun to revise its curriculum and include niore
"practical” industrial courses for both male and female students. The college's catalogue

for 1889-91 praised the new Industrial Department and noted that each girl was now.

receiving instruction in seWing and cutting, and boys were now able to le-m.‘n‘carpentry
as well as printing. The catalogue stressed the ne.ed to enlarge the industrial training
program and asked for donations to help Storer reach this go;cll.158

The new emphasis on industrial classes for both male and female students at
Storer College in the 1890's was largely the result of the increasing popularity of the
Hampton model of industrial education for African Americans. By 1897, the Industrial
Department at Storer College was listed as a separate division along with the Academic, ’
Normal, and Preparatory Departments. The Industrial Department now had the largest
enrollment with 137 students, compared to 82 for the Normal D@partment, 71 for the
Preparatory Department, and only nine for the Academic.'” Thanks to a generous
donation of $2000 by Mary P. DeWolf in honor of her late hus.band Alvan, the

Industrial Department received its own building when the DeWolf Industrial Building

was constructed in 1891.'® In addition, the Free Baptist Woman's Missionary Society =

1 Biennial Catalogue of Storer College 1889-91.
1¥Storer College Catalogue 1897-98. ‘

'“Barker and Johnson, Status Report on Discontinuance of Package 121, 38.
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had further aided the expansion of industrial training for female students at Storer, with.
the funding of the Domestic Science Department. This new program offered courses not

only in sewing and cutting, but also cooking and housekeeping.'®'

The end of the Brackett era

By 1896, Nathan C. Brackett was 63 years old and had been principal of Storer

College for-more than thirty years.- Although honored and respected for his-tireless. ...

swork in the education of freedmen, there were clearly those among Storer College's
:students, alumni, and adrrﬁnistration who felt that perhaps Rev. Brackett should retire.
.A controversy over the continued use of Lincoln Hall for summer boarding for African
--American visitors was brought before the Storer College Board of Trustees, who
decided that the boarding operation run by the students was losing money and should-be
-discontinuéd. However, summer boarding for white visitors was allowed to continue,-
even though these operations were also not profitable.'®
A subsequent meeting of Storer "Alumni and friends" in August 1896 criticized
not only the decision on summer boarding at Lincoln Hall, but also other aspects of
Brackett's administration.’® This meeting demonstrated.that there was strong
opposition to Brackeft’s administration at Storer College, although few actually voted
for any of the resolutions against him. The leading voice of the opposition was J .R.

Clifford, a Storer College alumnus and the editor of the Pioneer Press, a newspaper

11Storer College Catalogue 1897-98.
182pioneer Press, V. XXI, No. 12, May 24, 1902.

'*Mary L. Johnson, Package 119 Draft Report, National Park Service, 1994, 47.
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published in Martinsburg, West Virginia. Clifford used the paper as a vehicle for his

criticism of the discriminatory nature of the summer boarding operation and of
Brackett’s administraiion at Storer in general. His allegations finally prompted Brackett
to resign as principal of the school in 1898. He remained as treasurer of Storer and a
member of the Board of Trustees until his death in 1910. Brackett’s rgsignation did not
settle the issue, however, and in May 1899 Brackett formally requested that the _trustées

investigate Clifford's claims.'*. The trustees’ investigation ultimately vindicated " .

Brackett, but the incident demonstrated that Storer’s students and alumni were -
beginning to-express their own views on the administration of the school.'®

Storer College’s catalogue for the academic year 1897-98 listed the Reverend
Efnest Earle Osgood as the new Principal of Storer College. Dr. Osgood was also a
senior faculty member teaching Biblical Literature, Physical Culture, énd Oratory.'®
Prior to becoming Principal, Osgood had served as professor of the Biblical Literature
Department during the 1896-97 school year.!” Interestingly, Osgood did not sit on the
Board of Trustees as Nathan Brackeft did, and may have been only a temporary
replacement. The minutes of the Board of Trustees’ annual meeting in May.1899

suggest that there was some controversy between Osgood and the Board, as “it was -

noted that Mr. E. E. Osgood be informed that the Board finds itself unable to accept the

164Johnson, Package 119 Diaft Report, 48; Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 25, 1899,
Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1898-1912, 24

'%Johnson, Package 119 Draft Report, 48; Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 26, 1900,
Storer College Trustees Minute Book, 1898-1912, 28,

l66Catalogue of Storer College 1897-98, A&M 2621, West Virginia History and
Regional Collection, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV.

' Caralogue of Storer College 1897-98.
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conditions contained in his request for reelection.”'® The Board of Trustees
subsequently accepted Rev. Osgood’s resignation. In any event, the following year's
catalogue, 1898-99, listed yet another new Principal; Henry T. McDonald, the man who
would lead Storer College for the next four decades.'”

Although a native of the Midwest, MchnaId was descended, through his-

mother; from one of New England’s oldest families and was raised a Freewill Baptist.

of the Society of Mayflower Descendants and the Descendants of Colonial Clergy:'™ He -

_attended the Freewill Baptists' Hillsdale College in Michigan beginning in 1892.

McDonald completed his bachelor's degree from Hillsdale in 1897, and his master's
degree in 1898. He then served as princjpal of the North Adams, Michigan schools for
the 1897-98 and 1898-99 school years: In April 1899, McDonald was elected principal
of:the Hillsdale City Schools, at a salary of $700 per year.” Hisappointment- ran from

the remainder of the 1898-99 school year through the end of the 1899-1900 academic -

year.'" While a student at Hillsdale College, McDonald had begun courting

Elizabeth S. Mosher, the daughter of Storer College trustee Frances Mosher. The
relationship continued after both Henry and Elizabeth graduated from Hillsdale, and

they became engaged. After E. E. Osgood’s resignation as principal, the Storer College

'®®]Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 24, 1899, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 22. '

' Catalogue of Storer College 1898-99.

"Henry T. McDonald, Typescript Autobiographical Notes, A&M 2621, Box 16, FF11;
West Virginia History and Regional Collection, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV,

"'E H. Stone of Hilldale City Schools to H.T. McDonald, April 28, 1899, Storer College
Collection, A&M 2621, West Virginia University Archives, Box 36, FF1. ’
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Board of Trustees was looking for a permanent replacement, and Mrs. Mosher

apparently played-a significant role in promoting her future son-in-law.'”” In a series of
letters te his mother, Written in the spring of 1899, McDonald discusses the Storer
College position and his chances of securing the job: “President and Mrs. M[osher], as
you know, are very much interested in helping me in-any way and not long ago Mrs. lM.

wrote me that Storer College at Harpers Ferry was apt to be without a head and that

from W. H. French, superintendent of schools in North Adams, Michigan.

- there-was-a-chance.of my securing:‘uthe-positionv-.:: :-It would -be quite an honor if I _c__gqld:?--:- ‘

get the place-and if it is right I hope I may succeed.””

Although he already had a secure and well-paying job as principal of Hillsdale
schools; McDonald felt that the presidency of a college would carry even rriore prestige
and a higher salary of $900 per year and eagerly pursued the position.”’ In early April
he wrote his mother that he had not heard anything from Storer yet but was still hopeful.

By mid-April 1899, McDonald had solicited recommendations in support of his

candidacy for the-Storer pésition. ‘These included letters from Joseph Marion Weaver, a

college friend and principal of the Harrow School in Cumberland Gap, Tennessee and

15 On June

20, 1899, McDonald wrote his mother that he had received a visit from Reverend H. M.

"2Storer College Collection, A&M 2621 , West Virginia University Archives,

‘Morgantown, WV.

"Henry T. McDonald to Sarah McDonald March 19, 1899, Storer College Collection,
A&M 2621, Box 36, FF1.

"Henry T. McDonald, typescript autobiographical notes, Storer College Collection, A&
M 2621, West Virginia University Archives, Morgantown, WV.

5] etter of recommendation from J oseph Marion Weaver, April 18, 1899, Storer College
Collection, A&M 2621, Box 36, FF 1; letter of recommendation from W. H. French, April 18,
1899, Storer College Collection, A& M 2621, Box 36, FF1. .
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Ford, general secretary of the Freewill Baptist denomination, informing him that he was

.the choice for principal or president of Storer College. An official offer did not come
until July 31, 1899, when a vote of the Board of Trustees elected McDonald principal of
Storer College.'™ |

McDonald's decision to accept the presidency of Storer College likely reflected a
mix of professional ambitions and personal aspirations. As an idealistic young man

raised a.Freewill Baptist and educated at a Freewill Baptist college; McDenald believed -~

firmly in the Christian mission of educating African Americans. In addition, the
abolitionist tradition of his New England roots probably made him acutely aware of his
family's legacy in the fight to end slavery and provide aid to the African American
pé.ople. Indeed, in a letter dated October 12, 1899, McDonald wrote his mother that he
“thought that there is something fitting in my being here in this work. Father fought and
worked for the physical freedom of the colored people and I’'m in a way carrying on the
work he was engaged in by working for their intellectuaﬂ freedom.”'”’Finally, his
personal connection to Elizabeth Mosher certainly played a crucial role in McDonald's
decision to come to Harpers Fe_rry and Storer College.

Ha?ing accepted the position as presidént of Storer College, McDonald was not
exactly 'pleased with the condition of the school when he arrived in Harpers Ferry. As
h¢ noted in later yearé in a brief memorandum about his first impressions of Storer,

there were serious problems and future prospects seemed somewhat bleak. There were ’

178N C. Brackett to Mrs. Frances Mosher, Storer College Collection, A & M 2621, Box
36.

""Henry T. McDonald to Sarah McDonald, October 12, 1899, Storer College Collection,
A&M 2621, Box 36, FF 2.
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only seven faculty members and four part-time instructors, courses were still at the high

school level only, and enroliment had been dropping significantly in recent years.'”® In
addition, there were no science laboratories or equipment, no athletic facilities, and,

although the library contained some 6000 volumes, many were out-of-date and there

| were deficiencies in many areas such as history and biography. If Storer College was

ever going to achieve the goals of its founders and become a true college, there was

certainly along way to go. ... . ... ...

"Storer College Collection, Box 16; Catalogue of Storer College 1898-99
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Chapter IV - Storer College Enters the 20™ Century

By 1900, Storer College was celebrating its 33" anniversary and had come a
long way from its humble beginnings with nineteen students huddled in the‘ruins of .the
Lockwood House. While the school had endured numerous hardships, the future was
still far from certain. Storer now had a Anew and untried young president in Henry T.-
McDonald; its funding sources were dwindling, its buildings and grounds were in
desperate need of repair, and enrollment was on the decline. In a report givén to the
Storer College Board of Trustées in 1914, President McDonald recalled the hardships of
his early: years at the school. He noted that, with no money for repairs, Lincoln Hall was
practically devoid-of paint, Anthony Memorial Hall and Myrtle Hall were badly
weathered; and “in fact all of the school buildings wore an air of approaéhing
impoverishment.”"”

Not only were the schoofs buildings in disrepair on the outside, but, as

McDonald remembered, “the conditions within were no better, when I recall the barren -

rooms with splintered floors, heated by smoky stoves or sooty furnaces; the days of self-

"Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report to the Storer College Board of Trustees, May
25, 1914, Storer Co_llege Trustee Minute Book 1914-1933, Storer College Collection. West
Virginia University Archives, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV.




boarding everywhere with the attendant hungry students; the evident terror lest in some
midnight moment a dormitory should be found afire from student carelessness.”'®' The
school grounds were also badly neglected, according to Mc Donald, who recalled the
“absence of needed walks on the campus and the treachery on wet days of those in
evidence.”'® The trees and brush surrounding the buildings were so dense that little .
light could get into the windows of the buildings, Vand there were several “close standing

hen crops and pens.”'®

Although McDonald could look back with some nostalgia to his early years of
hardship at Storer College, he had taken a leading role in improving the campus and

grounds, expanding the faculty, upgrading the curriculum, and creating better living

" conditions for the students. By 1906, Storer College listed eight buildings in- its catalog; -

including the Curtis Memorial Church. In addition, the catalog also listed the College
Barn and other outbuildings that housed equipment for the Gar-déning and Husbandry

classes.'®* By 1914, the number of college buildings had risen to at least thirteen, not-

including the various outbuildings and sheds.'® In her Treasurer’s Report given to the -

Storer College Board of Trustees on May 6, 1913, Mrs. Lura B. Lightner listed the

estimated value of the school’s buildings and campus at $80,000. In addition, the -

181Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 25, 1914, Storer College Trustee Minute
Book 1914-1933. '

"®Henry.T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 25, 1914, Storer College Trustee Minute

Book 1914-1933.

'83_Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 15, 1914, Storer College Trustee Minute
Book 1914-1933.

8 Sorer College Catalogue, 1906-1907.
85Storer College Catalogue, 1914-1915.
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Treasurer’s Report listed an estimated $46,771 invested in stocks, mortgages, and
bonds. Consequently, the total value of Storer College’s assets in 1913-was

approximately $158,379, and the school was still debt-free."™

Campus and property

The center of activity at Storer College continued to be Anthony Memorial Hall,-

built in:1881, which was the.main recitation hall. Anthony Hall was also used as a’

dining hall, and housed Storer’s main library collection, the Roger:Williams Library. In -
addition, the building also housed a chapel, the Bowen Lecture Room, several ' music
roonds, a modest museum, the janitor’s room, and the president’s office and-
apartment.'®’ By 1914, the president had moved into his own home, and Anthony Hali
had added a chemical laboratory and the 1"r<°,asurf:r"s'Ofﬁce.~188 In the early years of the
twetitieth century, the basement of Anthony Hall was used as the place for the boarding -
students and teachers to have their meals, and they éte in the chemical supply room of
the laboratory.'®

- The other two instructional buildings on the Stor;:r College campus were both
devoted to industrial education, the thfee-story DeWolf Industrial Building built in 1891

and the new Lewis W. Anthony Industrial Building completed in 1905. The 1906-1907

. '3Mrs. Lura B. Lightner, Treasurer’s Report, May 6, 1913, Storer College Trustee -
Minute Book 1914-1933.

"8Storer College Catalogue, 1906-1907.
'8Storer College Catalogue, 1914-1915.

]89Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, June 2, 1925, Storer Collége Trustees Minute
Book 1913-1944. . :
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catalog reported that the DeWolf Industrial Building housed the general kitchen, the
demonstration kitchen, several pantries, and the college labofatory. The Lewis W.
Anthony Building, built in 1903, contained the blac‘ksmith shop, the carpentry shop, an
office, and a storeroom. In addition, the College Barn, slaughterhouse, and various |
outbuildings were also used in support of the school’s Gardening and Husbandry
classes.'®

Lincoln Hall, built'in: 1870, continued to be used as a boys’ dormitory and also. .

hqused the H. F..Wood Library, named for the Reverend Harry F. Wood of Maine. On
April-12, 1909, the original wooden Lincoln Hall burned down, and was'quickly
replaced by a four-story, gray stone building completed in 1910. This new Lincoln Hall

contained accommodations for 100 students and a Superintendent’s flat.'”! In addition,

“ the new dormitory alsd_ contained the Y.M.C.A. Room, which was furnished though a

donation by Mrs. Emily C. Jenness in memory of her husband.'*”

- The main girls” dormitory was stil] Mpyrtle Hall, a four-story brick building
completed in 1878, which alsoAconvtained a laundry for the_, female students in the_
basement. 4Myrtle Hall con_téined accommodations fof 60 female students and at least
two faculty members, and its reading room housed the D_exter Library named in honor

of Reverend Lewis Dexter of New Hampshire:.193 Extensive renovations were completed

"NStorer College Catalogue, 1906-1907, 1914-1915.
IStorer College Catalogue, 1914-1915.

: 92Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, June 6, 1911, Storer College Trustees Minute
Book 1898-1912, 135.

Storer College Catalogue, 1906-1907, 1914-1915; List of Faculty Salaries, Storer

College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1933.
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R on the building in

century, and by
1914 Myrtle Hall -

§ could boast new

iron bedsteads, a

| hand laundry in

Sinclair Cottage

BIRE the first decade of
- N the twentiéth :
the baseiment, new steam heating, and modern plumbing.' In addition, the basement of -
Myrtle Hall was also fitted with dining facilities for the girls’ boarding club.'”

In addition to Myrtle Hall, female students were also housed in two other school-
owned properties, Sinclair Cottage and Franklin Cottage. Sinclair Cottage was named
in memory of Reverend and Mrs. J. L. Sinclair, longtime benefactors of Storer College. | |
The house was described as a two-story frame building with accommodations for 15
women. Additional accommodations for girls who wanted to board themselves were |
located in the basement. The Storer College Catalogue for 1906-1907 also noted that

an addition was planned for Sinclair Cottage for the sewing and dressmaking classes. In

1914, Miss Eliza Sims, a full-time faculty member, was listed as the Supervisor of

194Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 15, 1914. Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1933, 9-11. :

%Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 4, 1909, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 114. :
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Sinclair Cottage and presumably lived there with the students.'™ An entry in the
Trustees minutes for Aprll 1911 also indicates that the housé was rented out for summer
boarding, at least in 1910 é_nd 1911

Little informatiéﬁ 1s available for F}anklin Cottage, another house use;l for
female students. The 1906-1907 catalOg'state{.sllit'lllat_ it could aCCanmod%lte '1 5 woé}en

students, and was located a short distance from cavm_pu_s.‘gsv If the school owned the - -

house then it would: als : ha é?l_»_ijadfa'tll‘éa__st 0ne§ femalefacultymember as z}f'c:heigérb'r}“e;f_}; .'
However, an entry from”th.‘e_ Trustees minutes for 1v9AO3;‘conclemihg_ real'véétvélté' '
transactions indicates thataMrsFrankhn owned property adjacent to some of Stofer’s
holdings, and it is po'ssible that Franklin Cottage belonged to her."” There is another
entry in the minutes of another Executive Committee meeting that refers to the release

of a-mortgage on the property of Mrs. Franklin, and gives its location as Lot 1, Block

FF, which would place it on the corner of Fillmore and Columbia Str¢ets, across from
 the Morrell House’:..m0

Although preyious research suggested that Jackson Cottage, a two-story brick

house, was built in 1912%°" and indeed this date is given in several school catalogs, there

1% Srorer College Catalogue, 1906-1907, 1914-1915.
197Miru.ltes of Trustees meeting, April 6, 1911, 134.
%8Storer College Catalogue, 1906-1907.

'**Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, March 26, 1903, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1898-1912, 177.

2\ finutes of Executive Committee meeting, August 27, 1910, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1898-1912, 190; “Storer College Property Map,” Barker and Johnson, Package
121, 76.

OlBarker and Johnson, Package 121, 43.
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is a mention of Jackson Cottage in the Storer Trustees minutes in 1911 in connection

with summer boarding. On Aprit 6, 1911, the Board voted that “Sinclair and Jackson

2 In the report of the committee in charge of installing

Cottages be rented as last year.?’
the water system, it was noted that the cess pool for the sewer system was located in a

field below the college barn and outbuildings, and the committee noted that the nearest

home, Jackson Cottage, was nearly 200 yards away.z‘?3 Jackson Cottage is not mentioned

house female students. The 1914-1915 catalog noted that the building could

accommodate ten students who would board themselves, and was “named in honor of

Silon Jackson, of New Hampshire, who willed certain funds to Storer.”** Although

mentioned by name, at least one female faculty member would hkely have hved 1n the -

house-as a superv1sor or chaperone for the glrls

Until at least- 1900, the Lockwood House had been used for boardrng and was | '__

r W

" run by a private Harpers Ferry farmly but _'by the_} 1907 1908 school year, it was bemg '

listed in the catalog as a dormitory for younger boys 2% 1n his President’s Report for
1908, McDonald noted that the Lockwood House, along with Sinctair Cottage and

Brackett House, “have each had a goodly number of occupants.”®® In the 1914-1915 ’

22\ finutes of Trustees meeting, April 6, 1911, Storer College Trustees Minute Book -
1898-1912, 134.

23Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 31, 1912, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 156. :

Wstorer College Catalogue, 1914-1915.

20555hn Barker and Mary John, Package 121, 14-15; Storer College Catalogue, 1907-
1908.

. 206Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, June 2, 1908, Storer College Trustees Minute
Book 1898-1912, 88. '
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catalog, Lockwood House is described as “a fine old brick mansion of commanding

proportions and sightly location. It is three stories ini height above a Very large and
well-appointed basement story . . . It is used as a dormitory for the young women and
will accommodate about fifty students.”®” In 1912, Harriett D.i Church was hired to
teach Latin and serve-as superinténdent of the Lockwood Housé, and likely stayed there

for only two years, as the Trustees minutes and school catalog for 1914 listed Miss

Marion.Green, a new faculty member, as the new Supervisor of Lockwood House.*®

Although little-information is available on the Brackett House in the early

twentieth century, previous
research suggests that Nathan
Brackett and his wife were
living in the house prior to his
death in 1910. However, in his

President’s Report for the 1907-

1908 school year, McDonald -

Postcard Sﬁowmg Lockwood HOUSé - noted that Brackett House had

also been used for student housing by the school *® After Brackett’s death, it is likely -

that the house was then used by Brackett’s son-in-law, John C. Newcomer and his wife

“"Minutes of Trustees’ meeting, October 1912, Storer College Trustees Minute Book :

1898-1912; Minutes of Tnistees’ meeting, May 28, 1914, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1933; Storer College Catalog, 1914-1915..°

28 5torer College Catalogue, 1914-1915.

209IiIenry T. McDonald, President’s Report, June 2,‘ 1908, Storer College Trustee Minute
Book 1898-1912.
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Celeste Brackett Newcomer, according to oral interviews conducted in 1991 with the
Newcomers’ children.?'® This is certainly possible, since part of the salary for John C.
Newcomer included a home, and McDonald mentioned in his 1914 President’s Report
that the Brackett House had been “given over to school use.””!' However, there is no
mention of the Newcomers sharing the home with any students.

" The only other building of the original Camp Hill properties, Morrell House, was

not used by Storer-College in the early twentieth century, and-was.instead rented out as .

a boarding house or hotel. . A note in the Trustees minutes for June 1910 confirms this, -

as Nathan Brackett was authorized to rent the Morrell House “on such terms and to such
parties as-he thinks best.”*'* During most of this time, the property was known as the
Sparrows Inn, and was leased by a family named Showen, and a note in the Trustees’
minutes for October 1912 shows that the Trustees voted to rent Sparrow’s Inn to Miss
Showen until April 1, 1913 for $225.%"

Apparently the arrangement was satisfactory, although the Trustees’ minutes
mention several discussions about the‘ future of Morrell House. In his annual report
given to the Board of Trustees on May 28, 1907, President McDonald recommended .

fitting Morrell House as a dormitory with space for approximately 40 women.

McDonald noted, though, that such a plan would have to wait, since the current lease of

219Barker and Johnson, Package 121, 18.

*'"Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 25, 1914, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1933.

2Minutes of Trustees meetmg, June §, 1910 Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912. :

. **Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, October 1912, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1898-1912; Barker and Johnson, Package 121, 22-23.
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the building prevented its immediate use by the school.?* The Executive Committee

voted on May 4, 1912 to request that Miss Showen vacate Sparrows Inn by April 1,
1913, and McDonald repeated his recommendation to turn Morrell House into a

dormitory in his annual report to the Board. At the same meeting, the Board voted that

“the Executive Committee should take steps to repair Morrell House “as seems feasible” -

when the lease with Miss Showen expired.””> However, Miss Showen must have rented

the-Morrell-House again, possible.on a four-year lease, as.the Executive Committee ... - ...

minutes for December 1, 1917 show a vote to give Mis Shawen notice to turn over
Sparrow’s Inn by April 1, 1918, but also give her first preference on a new leaSe.Z'é
As-early as 1906, the need for separate living quarters for the president and his
family was becoming a pressing issue for the Board of Trustees.. McDonald and his
wife had an-apartment in Anthony Hall, and the space was desperafely needed for
school use. The Trustees voted that “in order to provide for this necessity a house for
tﬁé presidént‘ must be erected as soon as funds are in hand so that his present quarters

29217

can be used for recitation rooms and laboratory. At their annual meeting in 1908,

the Board voted.to request approximately $4000 from the Woman’s Missionary Society -

214Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 28, 1907 and May- 31, 1912, Storer
College Trustees Minute Book 1898-1912.

*“Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 31, 1912, Storer College Trustees Minute Book = =~ ~
1898-1912, 168.

- 2%Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, December 1, 1917, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1913-1944, 63.

2"Minutes of Trustees’ meeting, May 29, 1906, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1898-1912, 69.
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for construction of a President’s House.?'® In 1909, a local contractor was hired to build
a two-story frame house at the corner of Jackson and Fillmore Streets near the entrance
to Storer College, which was- to be used as a home for the school’s president énd his
family.?" The building was completed sometime before the end of the following school
year and was occupied by President and Mrs. McDonald. In 1914 or 1915, a cement

side walk was laid along the President’s House lot on Jackson Street.” It is possible

- that the-house:was used for other:school purposes, however; as McDonald remarked in-:=- -

his Presidents’ Report for 1914 that “the Brackett House and the President’s House have

beensgiven over to school use.”?!

In 1913 another property was added to Storer College’s holdings, when the -

" Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees voted to buy the “McDaniel” property at

the “best price possible,” and in Septembér of that year offered Robert McDaniel $1200
for the property. This transaction may have come about as the result of an unpaid
mortgage, as the Executive Committee minutes for 1912 indicate that the McDarﬁel ‘
property> was diécuss'ed, and the minutes for March 1912 indicate that Robeit McDaniel
made a “proposition” to the Committee concerning the prc)perty.222 Although the

meeting minutes did not specifically mention a house being on the property, it is very

2¥Minutes of Trustees’ meeting, June 2, 1908, Storer College Trustees Minuté Book
1898-1912, 95. :

2¥Barker and Johnson, Package 121, 40; Minutes of Executive Committee meeting,.
March 1, 1909, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1898-1912, 186; :

220Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 1, 1915, Storer College Trustees Minuet Book
1914-1944, 22.

22U Storer College Catalogue; 1914-1915; Barker and Johnson, Package 121, 40.
*Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, March 16, 1912, Storer College Trustees

Minute Book 1898-1912, 160.
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likely that this was the lot that contained the McDaniel Cottage, which was mentioned
by McDonald in his 1914 President’s Report as. havihg been “‘added to our immediate
school buildings.”**.

The McDowell House was another building owned by Storer College for which:

little information exists. However, it is possible that.the school came into possession of

the property as the result of a foreclosure on an unpaid mortgage: In the Executive

- Committee minutes.for-January. 1899; it was noted that the.Committee voted-that the- - . .- o

“McDowell” property should not be released until the money due was pa‘id.zz4 No
mention was made _of a house, but in July of that year, the minutes méntion that electric
lights were installed in the college buildings ar;d Lockwood and McDowell Houses.*®
This indicates that Athe house belonged to the school at that time.

The McDowell House is mentioned sporédically in the Trustees’ minutes during -

the first decade of the twentieth century, but does not seem to have been used by the.

- school unless faculty members lived there. In fact, attempts were apparently made to

sell the property. In October 1901, a meeting of the Executive Committee was called to
discuss the McDowell House, and N. C. Brackett reported that he had a conditional

offer of $5000 for the property.”® However, the sale apparently did not take place, as

Ry ecutive Committee Minutes, June 18 and September 20,1913, Storer CollegeA
Trustees Minute Book 1914-1933; Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, Storer College
Trustees Minute Book 1914-1933.

2*Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, January 6, 1899, Storer College Trustees

Minute Book 1898-1912, 176.

2Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, July 10, 1899, Storer College Trustees

Minute Book 1898-1912, 200.

228\ inutes of Executive Committee meeting, October 11, 1901', 204.
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the Board authorized the Treasurer in 1904 to let the McDowell House for summer
boarders if possible.”?” The McDowell House was also listed on a 1906 list of insured
Storer College properties, but not on the list of property and values entered into the |
5.2

Trustees minutes for May 191

Storer College’s property holdings and buildings increased Signiﬁcantly in the

early twentieth century, as the Board of Trustees made a concerted effort to buy as much-

property as possiblg adjoining their existing holdings in order to create a single campus,

instead of several unconnected clusters of buildings and properties. This éffort is
reflected in the Trustees’ authorization to the Executive Committée to purchase “af their
discretion, real estate adjoining our property which may come upon the' market.”? One
property they had especiaily been interested in purchasing was the Robinson property

along Fillmore and McDowell Streets, which Storer finally bought in 1915 for $1475.

. As McDonald noted in his annual report to the Trustees, “In accordance with the wishes

of the Board, we carefully watched the sale of the Robinson property, which has been .
wanted for years, and purchased the house and barn and lots on which each stands.”*°

At the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees in May 1915, the Board voted to

form a committee to list the school’s property and buildings and assign them values.

2TMinutes of Executive Committee meeting, January 4, 1904, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1898-1912, 180.

28 arker and Johnson, Package 121, 44; Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 1, 1915,
Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944, 29.

2Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 2, 1908, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 101; this authorization was renewed at nearly every annual meeting.

*OYenry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 1, 1915, Storer College Trustees Minute

Book 1914-1944, 22. :
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The following list was entered into the minutes later in-the meeting:

Campus $18,000

~ Anthony Memorial Hall ' 25,000
Myrtle Hall 15,000
Lincoln Hall : B 25,000
Sinclair Cottage 1,500
DeWolf Industrial Building 1,500
McDaniel home 1,200
President’s home : ' 5,000
John Brown’s Fort : 1,800

. .. Jackson Cottage - ... -~ . . 1,000 ‘

Lockwood House - 10,000 . o
Industrial Building : ‘ 4,000

- Church 5,000
Brackett House ' - S 5,000
Morrell House 10,000
Shenandoah Cottage ' S : 1,500
Stable, etc. 2,000
Personal property : ~ 10,000
Farm land 5,000
Robinson house, etc. R ‘ 2,000%

TOTAL : $149,500

Although oﬁly rough estimates compiled by members of the Board of Trustees, the

- above list gives a fairly good picture of the size and .v_altje of Storer College’s campus
by 1915. The school owned at least ‘17 buildings and associated real estate at a value of
nearly $150,000. The school may have been sufféring from declining enrollment and " -
funding, but Storer still had valuable assets that would allo@ the school to expand its

operations.

Campus improvements

“2'"Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 1, 1915, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 29.
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Not only was the size of Storer College’s campus increasing in the early years of
the twentieth century, but the buildings and grounds were also being modernized.
Electric lights were added to the main college buildings in 1899, including the
Lockwood and McDowell Houses. Central steam heating was installed in Myrtle Hall,
and in the new Lincolﬁ Hall by 1914.2* The biggest improvement, however, was the

installation of a water and sewer system for the campus in 1911. The need for such a -

- System hécl__been: a regular part of Trustees’ discussion since: at ;le_:gs_§:1900, and was made-: -
possible by a gift of $2500 from W. S. Alger of Iowa, who had visited the campus and
wanted to make a donation. He stipulated that his pledge must be matched by an equal -
amount from other sources, so that the total amount available for installing the water - -
system was $5000 when fund raising was completed in 1911.%%

At the 1912 annual meeting of the Board of Trustees, McDonald reported with -
pleasure on the successful installation of the water and sewer system during the previous
year, and called it “one of the very greatest blessings we have ever had.””** When
finished, the water system inc-luded a 100 ft._ deep well sunk at the rear of the north end
of Anthony Memorial Hall about 20 ft. from the bﬁilding. Tests done when the well

was drilled showed a minimum flow of nine gallons per minute, that was expected to

increase. A twelve-foot-square concrete pump house with a pump and a four-

2Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, March 27, 1909, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1898-1912, 187; Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 25, 1914, Storer
College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1933; Storer College Catalogue 1914-1915, 21.

3 Minutes of Trustees: meeting, June 6, 1911, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
. 1898-1912, 136.

Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 31, 1912, Storer College Trustees

Minute Book 1898-1912, 159.
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horsepower gasoline engine was built, and a 6000-gallon storage tank was erected. The
exact location of the origiﬁal storage tank was not recorded, but by 1915 it had been
replaced with a water tower.”®

The pump and pipe system had a maximum pressure of 120 Ib. per square inch,
with a separate fire hose system that could pump at a rate of 160 1b. per square inch.
Consequently, not only did Storer now have an adequate water supply, they also had an -

internal fire fighting: system. . The minutes.do not record where the fire lines were B

1898-1912, 153-156.

ihstalled, but most likely there were lines in Anthony Memorial Hall, Lincoln Hall, and-
Myrqe Hall. The accompanying sewer system included 1500 yards of pipé thatled toa.
cess pool “located near the center of the east boundary line of the block of land below |
the one in which arf; situated the barn and other buildings of a similar nature.” Once
cémpleted, the new system provided water and sewer to the President’s House, Myrtle.'
Hall, Sinclair Cottage, Anthony Memorial Hall, and Lincoln Hall.*** The system

wor1'<ed so well that, by 1913, the Board was considering laying additional pipe, and

offering water for sale.*”’

Real estate

Information from the Trustees’ minute books and other sources indicates that the

S Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 31, 1912, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 153-6. ‘

236Min_utes of Trustées meeting, May 31, 1912, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

“"Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 6, 1913, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1933, '
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Storer administration ahd Trustees were active in buying and selling real estate, and
trying to utilize their property assets as much as possible. In order to help the African
American community in Harpers Ferry, as well as to further the interest of the school,
Storer had deeded numerous lots, especially in the nearby town of Bolivar, to local
African Amefican families. The origiria‘l deeds were fee simple, and gave the property

rights to the new owners. However, a number of those families had since mortgaged

-their properties to: Storer; which-also provided a-source of income and investment for the .-

school. In the February 1897 issue of the Storer Record, a brief article discusses the real
estaté transactions of Storer College and the local black community. Among the names
listed as peoplle to whom N . C. Brackett had deeded property were a number of names
that are connected to Storer or whose properties became part of the school, including
McDowell, Sims, Blackburn, McDaniel, and Robinson.”*

In addition to trying to foster land ownership among the black community that
livéd near Storer College, the school was also trying to maximize its own real estate
holdings. As early as 1900, the Board of Trustees had authorized the Executive
Committee to “dispose of the LockWon, Morrell, and old Hilltop houses, the Bell, and .
stable property.”*® The following year, 1901, the treasurer was again authorized to sell
the Lockwood House, and also the McDowell House.” In 1902, the Board authorized

the secretary to sell the “cottage situated upon what was formerly a part of the Morrell

8Storer Record, v. 14, No. 3, February 1897, 2.

Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 26, 1900, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 21.

*"Minutes of Trustees meeting, SeptemberS, 1901, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1898-1912, 33.
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House grounds, and so much of the adjoining lot as may suit purchaseré;”zf" Upkeep on
the old Armory Buildings was fairly high, and the Trustees probably hoped to cut
expenses and generate funds for the school from their sale. In any event, the buﬂdings
were not sold, and focus shifted to putting these buildings back to use for the school.

At the same time that the Storer Board of Trustees was tr'yinglto divest itself of

some of its high-mainténance older buildings, they were also trying to increase the

proerty holdings of the school. The Trustees Minute Books.contain numerous. - ... . -
examples of real estate transactions involving property in and around the campus. For
example, in 1907, the Board approved the purchased of a lot on Shenandoah Street for
$250, and in 1909 the Treasurer was authorized to purchase the -"‘Blackbum.’? property
for a price not to exceed $1000. The Trustees’ minutes do not state where the funds for -
thesé purchases were obt‘ained, but it,is-likely that they came from the sale of other
property. McDonald noted that Stérer College had sold ifs farm some time prior to

1914, and “in place thereof we have bought several acres of ground nearer by, which

23242

have added materially to our capacity for in_n g efficient gardening.
In addition to its campus and grounds, Storer College apparently owned several
rental properties; and held the mortgages on a number of additional properties. ")At the
October 24, 1913 meeting of the Execuiive Committée of the Board of Trustees, the
committee voted to release the mortgage on the “John Stewart property” and discussed

the interest due on the “Fleming Property.” Just over two months later, at the January 3,

2!'Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 2, 1902, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1898-1912,43.. . ... .. . U ko

242Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 25, 1914, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1933. . '
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1914 Executive Committee meeting, the members voted to foreclose the mortgages on

the Fleming property, as well as the “Brady” and “Rowe” properties. In addition, they
also yoted at this meetin.g to take err the “Alstadt property” of L W. Lightner. Itis
apparent from these and other examples that Storer College had considerable financial
interests in the Harpers Ferry area.

Storer College’s real estate holdings even extended to other states; as indicated

by.the. transactions. recorded.in the: Trustees’ minutes. - In-January 6,-1899; the Executive=:
Committee voted to sell a house in Kansas received under a mortgage, and, at the -

- annuial meeting in May 1899, the Board recognized the gift of a farm from Mrs. Mary J.
Smith of Nebraska.?® Several notes were also made in the minutes concerning a farm-

- property in Oceana County, Michigan, that was finally sold in 1908 for $700.%*

Student enrollment and demographics

Although the physical plant of Storer College was expanding in the early years
of the twentieth century, its overall enrollment was on the decline. For the 1899-1900-
academic year, the first of Henry T. McDonald’s tenure, the Storer College Catalogue
listed the total enrollment as 146, a drop from its high of 237 in 1883—84‘. Enrollment -
continued to drop until, by the 1904-1905 school year, it was at a low of 80.* The

following year enrollment began to rebound, as the 1905-1906 catalogue gave a figure -

3Minutes of Exeéutive Committee meeting, January 6, 1899, 176; Minutes of Trustees
meeting, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1898-1912, 25.

2Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, March 23, 1908, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1898-1912, 185.

35torer College Catalogue, 1899-1900, 1901-1902, 1903-1904, 1904-1905.
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- indieates that Storer-College continued to draw nearly ail-of its students from the- - == -

of 106. By 1907-1908, enrollment had increased substantially to 189, but this trend was

short-lived as the number of students dropped back down to 124 by the 1914-1915
school year.2 It should be noted that these figures are taken from the student lists
printed in the school catalogues, and other sources, such as the President’s Report to the
247

Trustees at times cited different enrollment totals.

An analysis of the school catalogues’ lists of students and their hometowns:

geographic region surrounding Harpers Ferry. Enrollment figures listed in the eight
available school catalogs from the 1899-1900 school year to the 1914-1915 school year
indicate that an average of 94.5% of Storer’s student body was drawn from the states of

28 However, there

West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland and from the District of Columbia.
1s a general decline in the pfoportion of students from the region from 99% in 1899-
1900 to 90% in 1914-1915.** The percentage of students from the state of West
Virginia remained fairly coh;t;iht from 1899-1900 t6 1914-1915, with an average of
54%.

. During the early S/earé of the twentieth centufy, when enrollment was at its
lowest, Storer College decided to try a new approach to attracting students to come to

the school. For a number of years, it had been the policy for the principal and other

faculty members to canvass for students during the summer months. In Henry

“SStorer College Catalogue, 1905-1906, 1907-1908, 1908-1909, 1914-1915.
*Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1898-1912, 1914-1944.

} . "Storer College Catalogue, 1899-1900, 1901 1902, 1903-1904,.1904-1905, 1905-1906, . o o
- 1907- 1908, 1908-1909, 1914-1915.

“Storer College Catalogue, 1899-1900 to 1914-1915. -
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McDonald’s early years at Storer, he was also instructed by the Board of Trustees to
spend part of his summer vacation canvassing for new students.”® However, it appears .
that his other duties, such as fund-raising during the summer months, did not allow
McDonald enough time to properly canvass for students as well. Consequently,
McDonald and Dr. Alfred Williams Anthony, the new president of the Board of

Trustees; convinced the Board to hire a local. man and former Storer student, R. R.

Thompson to canvass for students, and the Board authorized $100 for this purpose.”’ -

Faculty
During the early years of the ’twenﬁeﬂi centﬁry, Storer College’s faculty also

began to expand and change to reflect the changmg chmate n Afrlcan Amerlcan

education. Although Storer still provided _only.:'a‘ b‘e}!.s” ‘prlmary and secondary educatlon"':‘

for-its students, the Board of Trustee's de01ded1n 190 at;th@f a’d’ir'lirvlivs'tr’ati):{e head
should have a title more befitting of an 1nst1tut10n 2
 their annual meeting in May, the Boafd of Trus.tees)‘voted to change Byla;)ve ‘No | 11 end
12 of Storer College “so as to substifute the word president for pr1e01-pal.” In. addltlon,t

the Board appointed a committee to-draft an amendment to the bylaw defining the duties

of the president of the institution.”?

2OMinutes of Trustees meeting, May 27, 1903, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1913-1944, 45;

“'Minutes of Trustees meetmg, May 28, 1907, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1913-1944, 72. 4

Z2Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 28, 1902, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1913-1944, 38.
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When Henry McDonald became principal of the school, the school had only

seven full-time faculty members and two part-time instructors.”’ Of these, Ella V.
Smith, M. Jennie Baker, Stellé James, and James T. Hughey were all African-American
teachers who had attended Storer as students.”> "The remainder of the faculty included
McDonald, Nathan Brackett and his wife and daughter, Claire Sands, and Emma F.
Johnson. In a letter to his mother written in January 1900, McDonald described the

_ relationship between the Bracketts and the white faculty: “They are like parents to the -

|
\
B " " B - . teachers who are mostly from
: the north. And I may add that
they are mostly from New
England or else are like myself -
descended straight from New
England stock.”*

B}/‘ 1910, Storer

College had increased its

faculty to eighteen members,

N

' B a8 with eight African-American
1909 Graduating Class, with Nathan Brackett and Staff: 4

faculty members, all eight of

B3Storer College Catalogue, 1899-1900.

P4Storer Sentinel, volume 11, 1909-1910, p. 14; Storer College Catalogue, 1914-1915,
~_Alumni Association list, pp. 45-64.

**Henry T. McDonald to Sarah McDonald, Jan 25, 1900, Storer Collection, West
Virginia University Archives, Box 36, FF 2.

94




whom had attended Storer as students.>® Two more faculty positions were added by the
1914-1915 school year, bringing the total number to twenty.””"  Of the seventeen
faculty members whose race can be determined, ten were white and seven ,were_African-
American, all former Storer College students. No information is available on the
remaining three female faculty members, other than the courses they were tea‘ching.258
Decisions on faculty and staff hiring were usually made by the Board of Trustees, and

their minute books offer one of the.only sources of information.on faculty matters

during the early years of the tWentieth century. Ihterestingly, however, the race of -
facul;ty rhembers wés not recorded in the minutevs. Although not conclusive,
phot;)graf)hs, alumni lists and other indirect sources brovide some suggesfion of the
raé;e of faculty members. In addition, several sources, such as the Stofer catalogues and
th;;S torer Sentinel, also pfovided information on the educational background of the
fzi’(_:_jiulty. A number of the faéulty were graduates of Storer Céliege itself or other African
A?ﬁerican schools, such as Lincoln University, and it was possible to infer their Face
from this information. Based on such indirect evidence, it appears that the ratio of white
to black teachers: remained fairly constant from 1900-1914, at around 41% .bliack and
59% white. However, it is unclear whether this was the result of 'é ‘conscious effort on
the part of the Trustees to maintain a certain ratio or simply a case of filling teaching

slots with any qualified people that could be found.

28Storer Sentinel, 1909-1910, pp. 10-16.

BTS1orer College Catalogue, 1914-1915; Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, Storer
College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1933.

28Storer College Catalbgue, 1914-1915.
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One of the main problems in securing teachers for the faculty at Storer College
was the tight financial situation, which limited the budget for salaries. For the majority
of the faculty members, salaries were quite low, but they were usually given room,
board, light, and heat or some other additional compensation. In his Presidént’s Report

for 1914, McDonald gave the Trustees a summary of the faculty and staff annual

salaries:
. --H.:T-McDonald=s:f- - .- - --c-- .. . $1400.(increase of $200) e

Mrs. L. B. Lightner , 700 (increase of $100)
Mrs. L. W. Brackett -~ 250 (increase of $50)
Ella V. Smith 400 (board, room, light, heat)

' (increase of $25)
Mrs. Elizabeth McDonald 400
Miss Elizabeth Brady 325
Mr. William Peregoy ' 50 per month
Miss Eliza Sims 375 (increase of $30)
H. H. Winters 50 per month (home, light, heat)
. ' ' _ (increase of $10 per month)
W. A. Saunders ' 500 (board, room, light, heat)
Miss Emily C. Jenness 275 (increase of $25)
J. W. McKinney. 40 [per month?] :
Miss Mary K. Peyton 350 (light and heat)

~ (increase of $25)

Rev. J. C. Newcomer ' 900 (home) (increase of $100)
Mrs. Newcomer . 250 (increase of $50)
Sarah A. Benedict 450 (room, light, heat):
Miss Mabel S. Young 350 (room, light, heat)
Miss Harriett D. Church 450 (room, light, heat)*

This list shows that a significant part of Storer’s compensation to its faculty and staff
was in the form of board, lodging, and free utilities. Consequently, by 1914, Storer

owned and maintained at least three houses for a faculty.and their families (the

»*Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 6, 1913, Stdrer Collége Trustees Minute Book
1913-1944, 2. : :
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McDonalds, the Newcomers, and H. H: Winters), and provided additional space in the

dormitories or student houses for at least six other faculty members.

Curriculum
Just as the campus and faculty were changing to reflect new standards in

education, the curriculum at Storer College also expanded rapidly in the first decade of

. the twentieth-century: In- 17900';'=the;_se-hoolA had three main departments: the Preparatory,..

Normal, and Industrial. ‘Although Storer still maintained an Academic Department, it-
was bffered only to Normal students who had completed the first two years of the
Normal Course, and consisted of-a three—jIear course of study that concentrated on
Greek and Latin, claésical literature, and history, with some science and mathermatics.
Thére was some overlap in class work between the Junior and Senior years of the
Nérmal Course, which'allowed students to fulfill some requirements for both courses

concurrently.”®

Although the ultimate goal was to make Storer a true college, the necessity for
basic classes in reading, grammar, writing, and arithmetic still remained, and the school
maintained a two-year Preparatory Course. Many African-American students who -
wanted to study at Storer did not have even the most rudimentary reading, writing, and
arithmetic skills needed for upper-level training, and the school’s Preparatory classes

offered a rare opportunity to get the necessary basic education. In fact, Preparatory

208s0rer College Catalog, 1899-1900.
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students represented 31% of the student body in 1900, or 44 out of 1422

Consequently, in order to ensure that students were prepared for the more demanding
Normal course work, and possibly to keep enroliment from dropping precipitously, the
Trustees continued to offer lower-level courses.

The main focus of Storer’s curriculum, the Normal Course, consisted of a four-

year program, with the first three years devoted to general education classes in subjects - -

such as‘histo_gyfz» English-grammar-and literature,- composition, mathiematics; geography, -

and natural sciences. _In their senior year, Normal students also studied subjécts related
to education and teaching, such. as School Management, History of Education, |
Pedagogy, and Practice in Teaching. Normal students represented 69%. of the Storer
student body in 1900, gnd included all students who were not enrolléd in the
Preparatory Department.”®

“ The third main department in the Storer curriculum was its Industrial Department
and all students, bloth> male and fémale, were reqﬁired to také industrial courses. F'or: the
girls, the Domestic Science Department, funded by the Free Baptist Wéman’s
Missionary Society, offered instruction in sewing anci cutting, and in cooking and fhe
“whole art of housekeeping.” ‘Printing and carpentry were the main industrial offerings
for the boys, and consisted of the most basic skills, since the school had a limited range

of tools and machines available.” Industrial education was seen as an essential part of

the student’s overall education and even the school catalog stated that “No person is

! Storer College Catalog, 1899-1900.
2Storer College Catalog, 1899-1900.
3¢rorer College Catalog, 1899-1900.
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liberally educated unless he can skillfully use his hands as well as his brain.

Industrialism is the watchword of the age.”***

In addition to its main departments, Storer College also offered a two-year
Biblical Literature course that was open to advanced Normal and Academic students,

and was probably intended to train candidates for the ministry or missionary work.

Admission requirements to the department were strict, as each candidate was “examined

’ as-‘t(}"chéract‘er,t.‘exp"er_ience;:and:adap.tation;fon,the;Ghri's,tian:,wo,r,li;c,onjemplated,=-and-~=~~ —

mustipresent letters of approval from the church of which he iS:.a member.”*® Work in-
the Bibli_cai Literature Departmént could be pursued in addition to a student’s regular
course of study, and did'nof lead to a separate diploma.**®

Although the Course of Study for the Preparatory; Academic, and Normal
Departments remained essentlally the same in the early years of the twentieth century,
thecourse offerlngé in other areas were 51gmﬁcantly expanded, espec:1ally .m the
Industrial and Domestic Science Departments. At their annual meetmg.m May 1903,
the Trustees voted to continue the Domestic Science Départment and employ a sewing
and dressmaking teacher. They also voted to continue the patpentr? class;as, and to hav'e
the teacher employed also handle routine répairs ;‘in and aiaouf Ithe;corfv)oration
buildings.” In addition, the Trustees a-lso voted to establish several new -courses, B

including Black smithing and Market Gardening.”’ In 1905, the Trustees voted to

24510rer College Catalog, 1899-1900, 20.
25S1orer College Catalog, 1899-1900, 17.
B6Storer College Catalog, 1899-1900, 18.

%7Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 29, 1905 Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912. 4 .
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recommend that “no girls be graduated who have not completed the prescribed course in

sewing and cooking and that all boys be required to take the full course in the Industrial

Department.”?%

By the1905-1906 school year, required classes in drawing and music were being

offered, and the course offerings in the natural sciences had also increased. The

drawing class was taught by Mrs. Louise W. Brackett, Nathan Brackett’s wife, and was

_considered a-part of the Industrial- Department:-Every student in the Normal Department -- -

was required to take one drawing lesson each week, although students who displayed
special skill or interest could take a second lesson. In the course description for
Drawing, the school catalog stated that the object-was not to develop artists, but rather
to provide an additional skill for good workers and homemakers:
In fact, the work in drawing is intended to help in nature study, and |
to be supplementary to both the carpentry and sewing, adding
materially to the capacity for homemaking and beautifying, for
building a fence, and for fashioning family garments.?®
Conse(juently, the course of study including mechanical drawing, painting in color, and
work using flowers as subjects.
In addition to drawing, Storer College had also established a Musical

Department by the 1905-1906 school year, which included piano and organ lessons,

taught by Emma F. Johnston and vocal music, taught by Rev. J. R. Wood. All students

o0 8Minutes of Trustees meeting,-May 29, 1905, Storer.College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 58-59.

*Storer College Catalogue, 1905-1906, 37.
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were required to participate as a chorus in a general weekly vocal lesson, which was
free. Students could also take additionél lessons in smaller private classes, for which a
fee was charged.” The instrumental lessons were offered to students at a fee of $6 per
quarter, with $3 paid at the begir-mi-ng
and the other $3 due when half the

§ lessons had been completed. At first,

practice pianos, most likely located in
Anthony Hall, but by 1914-1915 they -

were required to pay a $1 fee per

term.”” In addition, John W.

5

Trio of Students with Storer College Pennant,
1917 o McKinney was hired as bandmaster in-

1906, and by 1914 Storer was offering instruction in band music, orchestra, and several
glee cllubs.272 One of the leading Jazz composers and musicians of the 1920s and 1930s, -
Don Redman, was a member of the Storer College band before. graduating in 1920.77

By the 1914-1915 academic year, the school’s catalog indicates that Storer’s
Courses of Study had been revised considerably. The Preparatory Department

remained, but the course of study simply listed the subjects taught. A Secondary ‘

Course, the basic high school curriculum, had been introduced and consisted of a four-

08s0rer College Catalogue 1905-1906, 26. 5 |
M srorer Collegée Catalogue 1905-1906, 26; 1914-1915, 38. |
251orer College Catalogue 1914-1915, 15.

Byisions of Jazz, (1998)
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year program that included basic subjects as well as vocal music and industrial courses:

The Normal Course was shortened to two years and focused on topics related to

. education and school management, while continuing the required vocal music and

~_were required to take vocal musie and industrial courses-each yea

industrial courses. The Academic Course was listed as a four-year program, with the
first three years corresponding to the Sophomore-Senior years of the-Secondary Course.’ .

An additional Senior Year of courses completed the: Academic Course?” Agaln,students

ar e

Student life

In addition to the changes in the campus,facuhy andcumculum the ﬁrst
decade of the twéntieth century also markeda turmngpomtm the campus life of
students at Storer College. Once Henry McDonald took over as‘ pr’esicient and began to
play a more influential role in the administration of Storer, he began in earnest to make
imprqvernents in the living conditions for Storer’s students. One of the first
improvements was the establishment of Cooperative Clubs to help students provide for
their board. Fifst mentioned in the 1903-1904 catalog, the Co-Operative Club was
established as a way of cutting board expenses and improving the health of students by
allowing them to éat better. It is likely that President McDonald played-a significant
role in the establishment of the club, as he deplored the practice of self-boarding. By
1914, he was able to report to the Trustees that “self boarding with its attendant ill

health, irregularity in school attendance, to mention no more evils, has practically

Storer College Catalogue 1914-1915, 24-26.
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disappeared, never to return.’

The Cooperative Club was well-established by the 1905-1906 school year, and
1ts rulés were listed in the school catalog. All students who joined the Club had to
deposit $10, with $5 going towa‘rd the first month’s board, and $5 kept on deposit to
cover any unpaid bill. Each month the student 'was required to pay an additional $5 into
the Club fund and, if ’a.ny baléncé. remainéd at the end of the yea{r, tﬁe money was

refunded to the student. These expenses were less than the regular monthly board

because the students who performed one hour’s work each day were only required to
pay th;air proportionate share of the ‘cost of fhe food. AbThose who did not work had to
pay $7 per month.*™ | |

Because the food supplies for the Club were purchased in bulk, they could be
obtained for lower prices than individuals could get, which_:all.owed studénts to get'fnore
food for their money. The members of the Club used the Bowen Lecture Room in
Anthony‘ Memorial Hall as their dining room, which géve them a chénce to eat régular
meals in a comfortable atmospﬁere. Indeed, the 1905-1906 school catalog noted th.atﬂ |
~ “Club life has pfoved a great improvementVOVe:r self—bo‘ardiﬂg, not only because students>
are required to be prompt at meals, which are served regﬁlarly-, but also because of the |

culture and refinement which such association inevitably brings.”?”” By 1914-1915, the |

' Cooperative Club idea had become the preferred boarding method for most studehts,

PHenry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 25, 1914, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1933, 9.

storer College Catalogue, 1905-1906, 47.
MStorer College Catalogue, 1905-1906, 47.

103




and Storer now had both Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs . The terms of club membership had

changed slightly, and reflected the school’s strong support of the club idea:

Board in the College Clubs may be obtained by those who do the
equivalent of an hour’s work daily at $1.75 per week, payable in advance
every four weeks. Thus the school assists every student.

For those who do not do the hour’s work the charge for each boarder
will be $2.25 per week.’

The young men should brmg overalls or old clothmg in which to
work. :

The young women should bung work aprons and dresses suitable. for

ity Wear while- Workmg 8. . LD T T e e e e e oz

The cataleg further stated that while it would be cheéper for the school to cellect full
board and hire skilled workers, the economic and educational benefits of daily work for
the students was too important becaqse “As a preparation for life there is no better. all
round training for the hand and Vbrair{n than is found in assisting in performing the duties \
‘of a cooperative club.”?” | | |

The 1905—1 906 catalog does not} give the number of studenl}.s who were members -
of the Co—operative Club, but it is possible that 'for a time membership was restricted to
male students. Although the 1905-1906 catalog does not refer directly to male studen’ts,
all proneuns esed are male and, the V1914—1915 catalog refers to “clubs,” and lists
separate superintendents for the Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs.?® TItis possible, however, that
. the original ’Coo.perative Club was co-ed and simply grew toe big tol' man;ige, and was

~ then broken down into two separate clubs.

BStorer College Catalogue, 1914-1915.

 ™Storer College Catalogue, 1914-1915.
®0Storer College Catalogue, 1905-1906, 1914-1915.
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In addition to improvements in meeting students’ essential needs, Storer College

also provided opportunities for participation in-extracurricular activities. The Lincoln
Debating Society and the Women’s League held regular meetings and members gave
public addresses. The school stressed £he importapce of these societies, and required all
students above the Preparatory level to join. Throughout the year, Storer also invited
outside speakers to gi\}e lectures, but again attendancé was mandatory. Although hot

required, students could also join one of the college bands, the orchestra, or a glee. ..........

club.?*! Although not well documented in existing Storer College records;
athletics was already a significant part of student life in the early 1890's. The Storer
Record for the Spring Term 1893 lists members of the Storer baseball club and reported

on their season.?®® In addition, a tennis court had already been in existence on the Storer

;:ampus for some time before 1901, when the Storer Record reported that the court had

been renovated and widened, and a group of maple trees that bothered players had been

transplanted.” However, the exact location of the tennis court was not mentioned.”

By December 1901, the Record was also reporting on the fortunes of Storer’s
football team, who lost to Morgan College of Baltimore in a game played at Frederick,
Maryland.?®® In March 1902, the Record reported on a game against the West Vi.rginiaA
Colored Institute, where President McDonald served as referee. McDonald had a

lifelong love of sports, especially football, which he played during his years at Hillsdale

BlSiorer College Catalogue 1914-1915, 14-15.

B2¢10rer Record, Spring Term 1893, Storer College Collection, West Virginia
University.

830 rer Record, 16 (7) 1901.
B4Storer Record, 16 (9) 1901.
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College, and was active in the athletics program at Storer. He is seen in several early

team photographs, and was manager of the baseball and football teams during his early
years at the school. In addition, the Storer College Catalog for 1914-1915 lists Mc
Donald as a member of the Athletics Committee, along with H. H. Winters, and Miss

Young.*®

Alumni Association- =+~ i

During the early years of the twentieth century, Storer College’s alumni began to -
organize and become a part of the school’s identity. They formed an Alumni
Association, and alumni lists began to appear in the school’s annual catalog.”®® The
alumni’é voice had first been heard in the 1890's scandal involving summer boarding
and the Board of Trustees continued to ask their opinion: on this matter as late as 1902.
The Trustees minutes also suggesf that the Alﬁmni Association was holding annual
meetings by this time.**’ "During'ihe discussions regarding the expansion of the
Industrial Departmént and the construction of an industrial building", the alumni
requested that a repréSentative be allowed to attend the Tfustees meeting, and the
request was granted in 1902.”* In 1907, the Storer Record reported the resolution of the

Alumni Association to start a $500 Alumni Scholarship Fund.® The alumni also

®Storer College Catalogue 1914-1915.

Storer College Catalogue 1914-1915.

*Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 2, 1902, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1898-1912, 42. _ :

288

- . . _-“Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 30, 1902, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 38. :

251orer Record, Vol. XXI, No. 1, March 1907.
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became involved in events on campus, and began to host an annual banquet during the
1910-1911 school year.” In 1911, the Alumni Association provided the inscription for

a marble tablet commemorating the life and work of Nathan C. Brackett.”'

Storer College and the State of West Virginia

The passage of the Second Morrill Act in 1890 had a significant impact on

- Storer College. _In:1862; the-original Morrill-Aet had- authorized the establishment-of - -

land grant colleges for agricultural and mechanical education in each state. The Second
Morrill Act stipulated that funds would be allocated to states only if they provided the -
same educational opportunities for African-American students as were available to
white students.”? Consequently, the State of West Virginia would be required to |
establish a separate land grant institution for black students in order to receive its
Morrill Act funds.

Faced with the possibility of another educational institution to corﬁpete with
Storer College for the meéger state funds avéilable, the Trustees of the school appear to
have made an effort to have Storer named as West Virginia’s land grant institution for

black students. In December 1890, they voted to establish both an agricultural and

Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 7, 1910, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 119. ' ' o

I\ inutes of Trustees meeting, June 6, 1911, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 146. .

P\ cPherson, The Abolitionist Legacy, 210, 215; William F. Jackamelt, “A Short
History of Negro Public Higher Education in West Virginia, 1890-1965,” West Virginia History,
37 (4) 1976, 309. :
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mechanical department at Storer.” The effort proved futile, however. Although the
West Virginia legislature approved the provisions of the Second Morrill Act in March
1891, they voted to establish a new land grant institution in Kanawha County rather
tﬁan give the money to an existing school. The new West Virginia Colored Institute

near the state capital of Charleston offered agricultural courses in order to receive its

annual federal subsidy, but functioned mainly as a normal school.  This proved to be a

appropriation for the Normal Coﬁrse given instead to the West Virginia Colored
Institu_te,.but the establishment of a second normal school for blacks in West Virginia
also contributed to a decline in normal school enrollment after 1891.2*

Just four years after the establishment of the West Virginia Colored Institute,
Storér College was dealt another blow with the 'founciing of Bluefield Colored Institute
in Mercer County in' southern West Virginia. The expanding coal industry in the region
brought a rapid increase in the African-American population, and created a need for
trained teachers for the children of black coal miners. Consequently, in 1895, a |
sympathetic Repﬁblican state legislature authorized the éstablishment of the Blueﬁeld
Colored Institute as a second state-run nQrmal school for African-Americans.: Now,
students from southern West Virginia who might have gone to Storer’s normal school
could stay closer to home. Ironically, one of Storer College’s black teachers, William

A. Sauﬁders, resigned his position at the school te become principal of Bluefield

P P GO e -
*McClain, 78.
yackamelt, 310.
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Institute, although he later returned to Storer.”

Until the establishment of the West Virginia 'Colored Institute in 1891 and
Bluefield Colored Institute in 1895, Storer College had been the only normal school in
West Virginia that trained colored teachers for colored schools. Consequently, since
1881, the school had received a subsidy from the state for its Normal Department.” In

addition, the state also offered approximately 18 scholarships annually for students in . .

the. normal school. - The establishment of Bluefield.as a.new: teacher’s training school. ... . ..

had a-strong negative impact on enrollment.in Storer College’s Normal Department. In
the 1889-91 Storer College Catalogue, enrollment in the Normal Department was
reported as 186 students out of a total enrollment for the college of 265, or 70%. By
1897-98, just six years after the founding of the West Virginia Colored Institute and two
years after the founding of Bluefield, enrollment in Storer’s Normal Department had
dropped to 82 out of 165 total studeﬁts, or only 50%.%”

As enrollment declined sharply in the first years of the twentieth century. and -

contributions from longtime supporters dwindled, the Storer College administration and

the Board of Trustees avidly sought other sources of financial support to keep the school |

open. It was often the practice for the president and other faculty members to spend at
least part of their summer vacation and other free time soliciting money for the school,

especially among Freewill Baptist congregations in New England.”® In a letter to his

P5S1orer Sentinel 1909-1910, 13,
. 26§ ackamelt, 310; Ambler, History of Education in West Virginia, 244-5.
PTStorer College Catalogue 1889-91, 1897-98.
*®Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 2, 1902, June 16, 1905, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1898-1912, 43, 63.
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_.College could not bring in nearly-enough: money-from students-to-cover its operating:- ---

mother in August 1900, Henry McDonald described “Storer Day,” an event held at

various Free Baptist congregations thaf summer to make the churches aware of Storer
College and its work, and to solicit donations.””

Other Trustees and faculty members also worked tirelessly to keep money
flowing into the school. Since it had always been the policy of the Trustees to keep

tuition and expenses as low as possible to allow poorer students to attend, Storer

ekpenses.\ The school still received some funding from the state for its normal school-
students fro;ﬁ West Virginia, as well as an apn’ual‘appropriatio‘n for the industrial
department.*® In 1913, the Treasurer’s annual report listed the amount of funds
received from the State Board of Control as $2708.33.%

In addition to its srhall state appropriation, Storer received annual funding of
approximately $2500 from the Free Baptist General Conference (after 1911 this
appropriation came from the American Baptist Home Mission Society), and the Baptist
Woman’s Missionary Society also gave money to suprrt the Domestic Science
Department, and contributed to other needs for female stﬁdents. In 1913, the combined -

American Baptist Home Mission Society and the Women’s Missionary Society funding -

®Henry T. McDonald to Sarah McDonald, August 29, 1900, Storer College Collection,
A&M 2621, Box 36, FF 2

MStorer College Trustees Minute Book 1898-1912, numerous entries from 1899-1912

~_discuss the requisition of these state funds from the State Auditor. . _ - —

*'Treasurers’ Report, May 6, 1913, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1914-
1933, 6-7.
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for Storer College totaled $5618.75.°” These small funds were sometimes
supplemented by contributions from the denomination for specific purposes, as in the
case of renovations and new buildings. -

Storer College also continued to receive contributions from members of the
Board of Trustees, fe_lculty,'and private citizens, which helped to fund many of its -
renovation and building projects. Mrs. Alice Metcalf, a teacher at Storer, a member of -~

_the Board of Trustees and their-agent to the Woman’s Missionary Society was-. " .-

especially active in fund-raising efforts, and was thanked several times by the Trustees.:
At their annual meeting in May 1906, the Trustees thanked Mrs. Metcalf for her efforts
during the previous winter to raise $700 to refurnish the dormitories. She was-also:
responsible for securing $100 in 1911 for new floors for the corridors in Myrtle Hall.**
Mrs. Metcalf and the Metcalf family also founded the Metcalf Scholarship in 1911, in
“memory of Franklin Metcalf.**

Even with the generous gifts from friends and suppofters, Storer College
continued to struggle financially in the early years of the twentieth century, especially -
wﬁen faced with the needs to expand its campus facilities and curriculum in order to |

keep up with current educational standards and attract students. As it became clear. that

there was little chance of increased support from either the State of West Virginia or the .

% Treasurers’ Repon, May 6, 1913, Storer Collége Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944,
p. 6-7. '

3% inutes of Trustees meeting, May 28, 1906 and June 6, 1911, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1898-1912, 63, 141

**Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 6, 1911, Storer College Trusteeé Minute Book
1898-1912, 138. o
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-~ forced to report to the Board that they had had no luck. . A similar attempt to.approach ...

Baptist denomination, the Trustees began to explore other options to solicit funding.
Like many other black schools, Storer College turned to the wealthy industrialists who

had become the prime source for educational philanthropy by the early twentieth

century. A committee was formed in May 1907 “to try to secure appropriation from the

General Education fund; the Hall fund, the Slater fund, and such other funds as are

designed for purposes similar to the work of this institution.”” By 1908, they were

Andrew Carnegie apparently also failed, as it was not mentioned again.*®

The Niagara Movement and the founding of the NAACP-

Following Booker T. Washington’s “Atlanta Compromise” speech in 1895,
many leading black intellectuéﬂs began an opposition movement to Washington’s
seeming acceptance of segregation and racial injustice. One of their strongest voiceé
was W_E. B. DuBois, a cléésically educated graduate of Fisk University and thé first
African American PhD. from Harvard University, who not only argued that African
Americans should have equal rights-but also that they should be willing to fight for
them. His agitatic;nr against legalized segregation, lynching, and other acts of racial
injustice led to an open rift with Booker T. Washington-, the leading black spokesman
for a gradualist approach to achieving equal rights.

In the summer of 1905, a secret meeting was held in Niagara Falls, Ontario, -

*BMinutes of Trustees meeting, May 28, 1907,. Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1913-1944, 74.

%Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 31, 1905 and June 2, 1908, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1913-1944.

112




__Brown’s Forthad been reconstructed on the Alexander Murphy farm ™7

Canada, and attended by 29 prominent black leaders, including W.E.B. DuBois. The
new group issued a declaration calling for equal rights, the restoration of voting rights
for blacks, equal educational opportunities, and social equalit.y. The following year, in
1906; the Niagara Movement held its second meeting in Harpers Ferry, and made a
pilgrimage to the farm where the J ohn Brown Fort was then located.” The delegates -
walked the one-mile distance from Anthony Memorial Hall to the site where John

+ Once they had arrived-at the site of John Brown’s Fort, the delegates heard a
p.ray'er,'and then a speech by Richard T. Greener, the first African American graduate of:
Harvard University and. the former dean of Howard University Law School. After
Greener’s speech, the entire group marched around the building single file, singing, and
then went inside. After completing their pilgrimage, the convention participants
returned to the Storer College campus, where the afternoon meeting of the conference
was held'in' Anthony Memorial Hall.m‘

Although DuBois and the other members of the Niagara Movement spent much
of their time in Harpers Ferry at Storer College, the event was never publicized. “Thirty
years later, in 1938, Henry McDonald wrote a memo in reference to a recent speech by ’
DuBois, and meptioned DuBois’ snub of the school: “Storer College was host to the

Niagara Movement. Just why DuBois did not call the College by name and give us the

publicity we merited, he will be able ta-tell. My belief is that this omission was

3O7Benjamin Quarles, Allies for Freedom: blacks and John Brown, New York, Oxford
UP, 1974. ' '

®uarles, Allies for Freedom, 4.
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predetermine
The Niagara Movement quickly grew into an organization with 30 branches in
most major American cities. However, a lack of unity between the branc;hes, an
inability to raise enough funds, and infighting betwee;n DuBois and the radical William
Trotter would eventually lead to the demise of the Niagaré Movement in 1910. Before
it disappeared, however, it was superceded bS/ another éttempt to organize the struggle
for African American.gquality, the National Association for, the. Adyancement of. . ........
Colored People. The NAACP grew out of the outrage felt by blacks and white
supbortcrs of racial equality following the violent Springﬁ_eld Race Riot in 1908. This
atrocity led to a joint meéting in 1909 between the leading members of the Niagara
Movement and a group of white neo-abolitionists led by Oswald Garrison Villard, the
grandson of William Lloyd Garrison. The organization formed by the union of these two
groups became the NAACP, and, by 1910, had absorbed the Niagara Move'ment..

Again, the leéading voice was W. E. B. DuBois, who also served as the editor of the

NAACP’s journal, the Crisis.’*

‘Storer College and John Brown’s Fort

~ In 1909, the Trustees of Storer College added significantly to the historical
character of the campus when they decided to purchase John Brown’s Fort, the brick

fine engine house in which Brown made his final stand in October 1859. Even before

309Henry T. McDonald, memo note regarding W.E.B. DuBois, A & M 2621, Box 16, FF
-7, Storer College Collection, West Virginia History and Regional Collection, West Virginia
- University. ' '

MOMCPherson, The Abolitionist Legacy, 368-93; .
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cpming into Storer’s ownership, the SO-yéar—old building had already had quite a
colorful past. It stood on its original location in Harpers Ferry for more than 35 years,
until its owner, the B & O Railroad Company, had it dismantled in 1893 to allow
improvements on its Harpers Ferry tracks and property. A group of businessmen,

sensing a financial opportunity, bought the building and shipped it brick-by-brick to

" Chicago, where it was reassemble and exhibited at the 1894 World’s Fair.”"!

____The venture proved to be-a failure, however, and the old ‘engine house was.in: . . .

dangér of being demolished and its bricks sold off, when Miss Kate Field stepped in.
Miss Field was a noted actress and journalist and; after becoming interested in the
strange story of John Brown’s Fort, she began a successful cami;aign to buy the
structure and return it to Harpers Ferry. After a determined and exhaustjng effort, she
was able to bring the engine house back to West Virginia and rebuild it on an
abandoned farm only three miles from Harpers Ferry. The little building’s new home
was on a site overlooking the Shenandoah River, and Miss Fieid hoped John Brown’s |
Fort would become part of a National Park she wanted to hel.p establish along the
Shenandoah. Sadly, Kate Field died before her dream of a Shenandoah National Park
could be realized, and the property where John Brown’s Fort.was located eventually had
to be sold for back faxes. The new owner, a local fa.rmer‘named Alexander Murphy;
used the building for storage, and it gradually fell into a state of disrepair’"”.

As early as 1907, the Storer College Board of Trustees began to consider the

3Undated letter to “Friends of Storer College”, Alfred Wms. Anth.ony Collection,
American Baptist Society, Rochester, NY..

M20yuarles, Allies of Freedom, 180; Barker and Johnson, Package 121, 41.
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__ Fort with the aim of rebuilding it.on the campus and using it as a museum.”! ¥ The .

possibility of hosting a celebration to commemorate the 50" anniversary of John Brown’s

Raid, and established a committee to investigate the feésibility of a John Brown
Memorial Day. It appears from the Trustees’ minutes that Henry McDonald was
responsible for the John Brown Memorial Day idea. He wanted the celebration to take .

313

place at Storer, and envisioned an event of national interest.” ” During their annual

meeting in June 1908, the Trustees of Storer College decided to purchase John Brown’s _
Trustees were successful in buying John Brown’s Fort for $900 in 1909. Howevér, the
terms of the purchase stipulated that it had to be moved within a year, and the Trustees :
were quickly faced with the dilemma Qf how to pay for moving the building and re- - |
erecting it on the Storer campus.’”
Although the B & O Railroad apparently made an effort to buy the engine house
back, in 1910 the Storer Trustees went ahead with their plans to rebuild the fort-on the
school campus.*® The Board voted to locate the Fort “opposite North and South of the’
brick walk so that thejce;nter of the building shall be opposite the center of the walk.”*"’

Apparently the re-erection of the building on the Storer campus had already generated

**Minutes of Trustees’ meetipg, June 2, 1908, Storer College Trustee Minute Book

1898-1912, 90.

“Minutes of Trustees’ meeting, June 2, 1908, Storer College Trustee Minute Book
1898-1912, 101.

315Undated letter to “Friends of Storer College”, Alfred Wms: Anthony Collection,
 American Baptist Society, Rochester, NY.

*!®Alfred W. Anthony to Henry T. McDonald, Oct. 14, 1910, A&M 2621, Box 16, FF 12,
Storer College Collection, West Virginia University Archives, Morgantown, WV.

*""Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 4, 1909, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 112. : '
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some interest, as McDonald reported to the annual meeting of the Board in June 1911.
He recommended that the Trustees push ahead with their plans to complete the building
by fitting it up as a museum. The committee appointed to recommend uses for John
Brown’s Fort gave their report at the same meeting, and also recommended its use as a
muséum that would house relics from John‘Brown’s Raid and the Civil War, geological
and flora specimens, and “An_y miscellaneous curios Which would be helpful to students

and interesting to tourists who might visit the Fort.”** The committee further

recommended that cabinets be installed for preserving specimens and exhibits, and
envisioned a gallery “which would extend around three sides of the building, which
would contain books pertaining to the history of the Civil War - and also books valuable
7’319

for their antiquity.

By 1913, new floors were being installed in the building, and the Fort was being

fitted with glass cases and a gallery. Although it is unclear when the work on the

interior of John Brown’s Fort was completed, it was listed as a museum in the 1914-
1915 Storer College Catalogue.*™ Its collection included documents pertaining to John
Brown, Civil War artifacts and memorabilia such as bullets, various weapc;'ns, and z;
mineral collection donated by Nathan Brackett and Rev. Paul Curtis.”' The little

building did serve as a museum for many years, and the guest registers where visitors

38\Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 6, 1911, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912, 150. ‘ )

*UMinutes of Trustees meeting, June 6, 1911, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1898-1912, 151.
320

Barker and Johnson(, Packqge 121,' 41-42; Storer College Catalogue 1914-1915,22. -
2 Catalogue of John Brown Museum (1912-1913), April 25, 1913, 7.
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signed their names are preserved in the Newcomer Collection at the West Virginia

| History and Regional Collection at West Virginia University.*

ZA&M 1322, Boxes 158-159, West V1rg1ma Hlstory and Reglonal Co]lectlon West
Virginia University, Morgantown, WV.
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‘Chapter,V - World War I and the Inter-war Years

Storer.College and World War 1

- When the United States finally entered World War I'in 1917, young men all over
the country rushed to enlist, including thousands of African-Americans. As an
_ inducement to get blacks into the armed forces, U.S. government officials had promised
African American leaders that they wouid help improve social conditions when the war
was over. Consequently, the leaders of the African American intellectual community

exhorted young black men to enlist in the armed forces. One of the most vocal of these

leaders was W. E. B. DuBois, who used the pages of the Crisis to rally black support.for .

th¢ war effort. - Many of these young men looked ét service 1n the military. as a chance-to

prove that their loyalty, bravery; and patriotism was equal to that of white Americans.””
The U.S. government soon found that voluntary enlistments woulci not provide

énpugh recruits, and Congress passea the Selective Service Act in May 1917, which

required all men between the ages of 21 and 31, including blacks, to register for the

33K eith Krawczynski, “World War I,” in Steven D. Smith énd James A. Zeidler, A
Historic Context for the African American Military Experience, Cultural Resources Research
Center, U.S. Army Construction Engineering Research Laboratories (USACERL), Champa1gn

IL, 1998.
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- the Army still provided some opportunity by letting African American soldiers serve in

draft. Of the 24,234,021 American men who passed draft board review, 2,290,527 were

African American.” The draft board members themselves were almost exclusively
white, and blacks were inducted separately from whites. In addition, racial
discrimination in the draft review process, especially in the South, gave éxemptioﬁs to
| 325 -

many more whites than blacks.

Even though all of the branches of the U.S. military were segregated at this time,

almost every type of duty except as pilots in the aviation corps. The Navy and Coast -
Guard discouraged enlistment by blacks, and only used them as coal passers, mess men,
and water tenders. The Marine Corps excluded African Americans complétely. As a
result, the vast majority of African Americans who served in World War I wére in the
U.S. Army, which offered the chance for at least some blacks to ﬁgﬁt in combat **°

While the Army did offer African Americans the chance to servé in combat,
most black soldiers still ended up in labor battalions.  Military leade.rs felt that a small
number of blacks could be found with the physical capabilities and intelligence required
for combat, but believed the vast majority lacked the basic physical, mental and moral
capacity for combat duty. Consequently, 160,000 of the 200,000 African Americans -
who served in World War I were assigned to labor battalions. ' The remaining black

troops who were deemed fit for combat were formed into two infantry divisions, the 92“d

and the 93", with the 92™ having the distinction of being led predominantly by an

324Krawczynski, “World War L.
125 Krawczynski, “World War1.”

326Krawczynski,"‘World War 1.”
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African American officer corps.™

Protest in the African American community over the treatment of blacks in the
military, as well as a series of race riots in the summer of 1917, prompted the uU.S.
government to try to soothe racial tension;c, by appointing an African American as
special assistant .to the Secretary of War. Emmet J. Scott, appointed in October 1917,

was a prominent African American and Secretary of Tuskegee Institute. In his position

as Special Assistant, Scott was to advise the Secretary of War on matters pertaining to -
African Americans and their role in the U.S. military effort. Although Scott was

essentially a middle man, th_&f;" government was

praised by black leaders for appointing an Afri_can

! American to such an important post. Whites agreed
with the choice because they felt that an African

%;; American would best know how to deal with the
problems of his own race.””®

4Unfortunately, Scott’s appointment as

; Special Assistant did little to change the

| discriminatory practices of the U.S. military.
Although the Army did have four regiments of

black troops already serving when the U.S. joined

the war in 1917, some of these units were

Private Edward Dickerson

27K rawczynski, “World War 1.”

328K rawczynski, “World War 1.”
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apparently involved in racial incidents and were
dispersed throughout the United States in non-combat
duty. To appease the growing clamor to allow blacks
to fight, however, the War Department created two
new all-black divisions, the-92™ and 937, These

divisions, although ill-equipped and not given the

to France and served under the command of the
French Army. The 93" especially won praise for its -

actions in the war.’?

Corporl Thomas . Busby Like many other African Americah schools

and colleges, Storer College made its own contribution to the war effort. In his annual
report to the Board of Trustees in May 1918, Pyesident McDonald noted with p;ide that :
104 “sons of Storer” were serving in the U.S. armed forces, _102'ih’thé Army and,two. in
the Navy™®. Two former Storer students became casualtiés of the Qar, but not .in

combat. Pvt. Maurice Jo,ﬁes (‘07) died while serving as a mail harflidlerA at the Port of ‘

New York, and Sergeant John, Co. K, 8 13" Pioneer Infantry died of pnéu"m‘onia on

board ship on his way to France.”' Perhaps because of his father’s example as a Union

329Krawczynski, “World War 1.
30y arious sources, mostly from McDonald, list this number as 104, 106, or 107.

*'Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 28, 1918, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 69.
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soldier and his own cadet training in college,
McDonald had a great respect for the military and
thdse_ who served. As he noted to the Trljstees', he
deV(i.)‘,jltetc:’l_:‘.‘no little time and"energy inkeeping in -teuCh
w1thour seldier boys.” Included a‘meng,.othef?nnpers

rela_ted‘ to Storer students in World War I is a

handwrltten: hst of 106 Storer men, W1th thelr unlts -

and: ranks carefully complled by McDonald s In

November 1918 he sent letters to many of the former_
St‘ofer‘stndents who were serving, ‘an’d' aske_d eaeh‘ of
them to send a picture of himself in uniform.

McDonald wanted to collect the photographs and Clemence T. apper

display them as a sort of memorial in the school’s chapel.™

The war also had an impact on Storer itself, as several teachers left to join the
military. J. C. Newcomer, a white instructor, was lent to the Harpers Ferry District High
School, and did not return. In addition; two female faculty members also>left the school.

To make matters worse, the school was hit by the terrible influenza pandemic in the fall

of 1918. Storer observed a voluntary quarantine, and classes were held outdoors or n

Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 28, 1918, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 69; Handwritten list of Storer men in U.S. armed forces, probably 1918,
Storer College Collection, A&M 2621, Box 16, West Virginia History and Regional Collection,
West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV. ‘

3Form letter from Henry T. McDonald to Storer students in U.S. armed forces,

November 11, 1918, Storer College Collection, A&M 2621, Box 16.
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rooms with all the windows and doors open. According to McDonald, there were about

40 cases of influenza at the school.
He singlé'd out one student, Miss
Emily F}‘ankliﬁ C;qmp’for her
tremendous_ éffort in'nursing sick

studé'}rjts,‘vfo‘r 'Wh,ich she was

awarded the nthonyYLew1s e

Scholarship.®

i - ":I'r;i_"a‘c‘lud_‘itiori;_' the éxperience

< 15!

of Afﬁéarx"f{\‘mgric:ans who served-
o Stutuymg utld

during” he ﬁar--ga\ie them a sense
of pride in their accomplishments and raised their expectations for better social
conditions when they got home. Many felt that they had proven themselves as

American citizens and earned the right to be equal to white citizens. However, most

* whites did not have any intention of giving African' Americans equality and,’

consequently, several race riots broke out in cities and towns across America in the
summer and fall of 1919. Although there is no direct reference to any specific incidents
at Storer, McDonald’s annual report after the 1919-1920 school year hinted at some

trouble with the students. His comments to the Trustees over the next few years suggest

that the students were beginning to find a voice and become more active participants in ~

the life of Storer College. Unfortunately, McDonald saw this attitude not as an

, 334Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 28, 1918, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 69.
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expression of maturity and strength, but rather as ingratitude and disrespect for the
white adrﬁini_strators and teachers who were trying their best to educate them.™

The most serious incident, which illustrates the growinglagitation of the Storer
student body, was a student strike that occurred in November 1922. In his annual
report, President McDonaid briefly 'men‘tioned the student unrest: “The restive feeling

which has taken hold of so many of the schools for colored youth and manifested itself

November.”** Although there is no record of what actually precipitated the incident, it
involved a protest by at least three male students. They rallied the support of many of
the other students, and held a meeting in one of the dorms, probably Lincoln Hall. In

the end, the strike ended qﬁickly and the three students were either expelled or left

voluntarily, and numerous other students faced disciplinary action. In addition, several

“students wrote letters of apology to McDonald, and tried to plead the cases of the
boys.?”’
Campus
- By 19l18 and the end of World War I, the expansion of the Storer’College
campus was essentially complete. In his report to the Trustees on the purchase of the

“Marmion” ahd “Circus Hill” lots in 1915, President McDonald noted that “These are

*Henry T. McDonald, President’s Reports, 1918-1924, Storer College Trustees Minute
Book 1914-1544. ' ‘

336Henry T. McDonald, President’s report, May 29, 1923, Storer College Trustees Minute
Book 1914-1944, 124-5. C : -

Student letters, A&M 2621, Box 1, FF 2 “Student Strike,” West Virginia History and -
Regional Collection. :
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the last contiguous parcels of land of any size which we shall be able to add to our
possessions.”**® However, there were still soﬁe additions to the school’s property
holdings, as in the case of Mrs. L. W. Brackett’s gift of a “strip Qf land on Shenandoah
Street opposite the pulp mill.”* In addition, the Executive Committee still had
authority from the Board of Trustees to purchase any available properties adjacent to the

college property that might come onto the market.>*® For example, in 1924, the Board

__authorized-the Executive Committee to try to-purchase the *Johnson” field to-use as.an. ...~

athletic field, and during the 1929-1903 school year the committee was authorized to
spend $300 tg).buy";tWo lots belonging to MissSimS lying next-to the Franklin -
property.”**! It appears that McDonald and others had a plan to buy up all the property
surrounding Storer and make it a closed campus. In a letter to Dr. Anthony in
November 1926, McDonald laid out his plan to acquire the remaining larid between the
Harpers Cemetery and tﬁe main campﬁs not already controiled by Storer. He identified
the Cassell property, the Hawk place; the 'Tllrail property, and the Dailey property as the
parcels which would need to be purchased, and estimated the cost at $18,060—20,000.

With that accomplished, Storer would control or own “all the property on this side of

“B)Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 23, 1916, Storer College Trusteeé Minute Book
1914-1944, 36.. :

*Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, December 7, 1918, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 71.

W)Notatlons from the minutes of each annua] Trustees meeting indicate that the
authorization was renewed each year.

*'Henry T. McDonald to Alfred W. Anthony, November 26, 1926 Alfred W. Anthony
Papers, American Baptist Historical Society; Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 23, 1924, Storer,
College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944, 141; Executive Committee meetings, 1929-1930,
Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944, 228-230.
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the town. No one can find fault with us. We will be to ourselves.
As Storer College continued to try to keep its facilities going in the face of rising
costs and lack of additional funding, the administration focuéed on needed
improvements to the existing campus. The west porch of the Shenandoah Cottage was
‘covered i'n 1915, and the Trustees voted to add electric lighté to Jackson Cotfage in
1916. In May 1917, they voted to increase the lights on campus.*” In 1918, the Board

_‘_v_ot_ed to get estimates for installing bathrooms in the Morrell House (Sparrows Inn)-and- -

the Lockwood House. Miss Shawen, who was renting Morrell House at fhe time,
requested that her lease be renewed without the installation of a bathroom in the -
building.**

At its October 11; 1919 meetihg, the Executive Committee was notified that
Miss Shawen had asked Storer College to take possession. of Sparrows Inn as of January
1, 1920. In March 1921, the treasur-er was empowered to negotiate a $1000 short-term -
loan for installing a water system in Morrell House, and in April the Executive -
Committee voted to install water and three bathroéms th‘ere. The newly renovated
Morrell House, now known as Shenandoah Inn, was rented to Mrs. Louise Thompson in

1921 at a rent of $450 per year, or $350 for the season.*®

342Henry T. McDonald to Alfred W. Anthony, November 26, 1926.

*3Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 29; 1917, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1914-1944, 48.

MiExecutive Committee meeting, March 4, 1918, Storer College Trustee Minute Book

1914-1944, 64.

*SExecutive Committee meetings, March 5 and April 2, 1921, Storer Colblege Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 91; Henry T. McDonald to Alfred W. Anthony, June 11, 1921, Alfred
W. Anthony Papers, American Baptist Historical Society.
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. the‘Executive Comm‘itteé voted during the 1922-1923 school year to give the use of = =~

The newly-acquired 'Rébinson house (Robinson)Cottage) was given to Mr.

Thornton, a new faculty member, in 1916. Mr. Thornton and his wife did not stay in the

~ house long, as she died during the 1918-1919 school year and Mr. Thornton resigned - -

hisAposition. The unoccupied portion of Robinson Cottage was then rented to Mr. Arter’
for $5 per month in December 1918.**¢ Sinclair Cottage was still housing teachers, as

was Shenandoah Cottage. There is no specific mention of the tenants in Sinclair, but

" Book 1914-1944, 116. | »

Shenandoah Cottage to Mr. and Mrs. Drew.**’ In 1924, the Executive Committee voted
to renovate Sinclair Cottage and install-a furnace.*®
One of the biggest changes to the campus occurred in September 1918, when the

Executive Committee decided to open Lincoln Hall for girls, with Miss Ella V. Smith in

charge, and put the boys in Myrtle Hall; with Mr. and Mrs. Arter in charge.’ This

change was probably made due to the fact that there continued to be more girls than
boys enrolled at Storer, and Lincoln Hall was the larger dormitory.- Lincoln Hall also
became a center of activity at the school as the female student population increased. In
his President’s Report for 1922, Hehry McDonald noted that Lincoln Hall now had the

only dining room, and 160 students were being fed in a room for 100. He suggested

Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 23, 1916, May 28, 1919, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 36, 69; Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, December 7, 1918,
71.

"Minutes of Executive Committee meetings 1922-1923, Storer College Trustees Minute

3¥Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, October 16, 1924, Storer College Trustees

Minute Book 1914-1944, 136.

’Minutes of Executive Committee meeting, Septefnber 17, 1918, Storer College .
Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944, 70. -
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that the small exercise room, used as the girls’ gymnasium, be fitted as an extra dining
room.*
At their annudl meeting in May 1921, the Board of Trustees voted to change the

name of Myrtle Hall to Mosher Hall, in honor of longtime supporter and Trustee Mrs.

51

Frances Stewart Mosher.™' No reason is given for the change, but it may have been

related to its new use as a dormitory for boys. In his President’s Report for 1922, Henry: -

McDonald suggested re-naming, .

\
\
\
|
|
|
|
\
|
-
| Lincoln Hall, and proposed that
- new names that had
significance for the school also
be given to the Robinson and

McDaniel houses.>*

- By the 1921-1922

Robmson Barn

academic year, President
McDonald and the Executive Committee apparently grew impatient for the Board to
authorize the construction of a gymnasium, and decided to fix up the old Robinson Barn-

as a basketball court. For several years ending in 1920, Storer had been renting a hall in

3®Minutes of Trustees meetmg, May 30, 1922, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914- 1944 105.

35'Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 31, 1921, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 96.

*?Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report May 30, 1922, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 105.
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.“Storer.;:fs,s_ L U S

town for its basketball games.™* During the next school year, 1920-1921, McDonald

began his own campaign among the" students, faculty, and alumni to raise money for a
gym, and collected more than $2700 in pledges.’® However, McDonald did not ask for
prior authorization for the fund-raising drive, which cau.sed some dissension in the
Board. They took no action at their 1921 meeting, other than a resolution that belatedly

approved of McDonald’s actions and promised cooperation in getting a gym for

McDonald and the Executive Committee decided to take matters into their own
hands, and voted to re-model the Robinson Barn over the winter of 1921. He reported
the committee’s actions at the annual meeting in May 1922, _E-:’l:r_l’_dujtdok '",thé_‘dpportunity to

express the importance of the basketball program: “Moreover the té'am we hdve

- developed has brought the attention of the outer WQﬂd to Storer in an unheard-of way. I

think I am safe in saying that they traveled about 1000 miles this winter and in so doing
spread the Storer spirit and ideals.”*® The little building also helped to foster a spirit of
cooperation between Storer College and the white citizens of Harpers Ferry, as it was

also used by the nearby Harpers Ferry District High School for their basketball games.”’

*3Henry T. McDonald, President’s Reports, May 25, 1920, May 30, 1922, Storer College
Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944, 79, 99.

%*Henry T. McDonald to Alfred W. Anthony, April 8, 1921, Alfred W. Anthony Papers,
American Baptist Historical Society.

**Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 31, 1921, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1914-1944, 96.

, 3 5-6Henry T. MeDonald, President’s Report, May 30, 1922, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 105.

357Minut.es of Executive Committee meeting, November 21, 1927, Storer College

Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944, 194.
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Storer College also continued to support a baseball and football team, and rented
a field in town for games. Although the location of the field is not méntioned, the
Treasurer’s Report fbr 1925-1926 lists an expenditure of $31.65 for “athletic field
rental.”**® The school did have ;c,ome sort of athletic field of its own by 1920, as

McDonald noted in his President’s Report that members of the student body had

Golden Tornados Football Team 1923-1924

removed the locust trees in and near the “athletic field.”* Apparently Storer also had a
running track by 1930, as the President’s Report for that.year mentions that the Harpers
Ferry High School shared the track and the gym.™ In addition, there were at least two

tennis courts located between Anthoﬁy Memorial Hall and Lincoln Hall. In an open

8 Treasurer’s Report, June 1, 1926, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944, p.

168.

*Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 25, 1920, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914- 1944 79.

%OHenry T. McDonald Pre&dent s Report, May 20, 1930, Storer College Trustees:
Minute Book 1914-1944, 231. :
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letter to the members of the Board in December 1921 that laid out his vision of the

future campus, McDonald mentioned that there were courts near Lincoln Hall, and in
his President’s Report in May 1930, he noted that the girls’ tennis courts had been
damaged during the fire at Anthony Memorial Hall and must have been nearby.™®

‘In addition to the other improvements to the campus, the Storer Board had also

decided to erect a fence around the main campus area and formed a committee in 1915: ...

to .plkq:rif;ia‘rri'f‘ci_je)l(ecute the prOJect Aft:.é__',r;'séyer',al_,Ly'ears_ of ,;lin;s’g"c’jc.e'ssfuil;ngféiﬁ-;'.t_hgjc

)

ﬁna‘lly.‘cc‘)_hstvr_uct.'ed' ;X{it'h ,thé help of the Alumm Association, z;nd_ in‘cl_udéd a gate with

two storie pillars dedicatéd to'the memoty of those Storer students who fought in World:

Waf 1.°% Named the ,'Sfbld.iﬁrs, Gate ahﬁiii Alumn Fence, v‘ihey:: wér’?cﬂdrflplé_ted dufmgth

1922-23sch001 yeaf_,va‘nd: :g_iedicatéd ét-'Commencer.nent""é‘xe_rcisﬁg_i's‘_'6}’1' May 30, 1923363 "

.' Almost as soOr;:)aS .thé Well and watersystem h;t_ibeen' installed in 191 1, Storer’s
adminisirzlﬂtiipﬁ';;egljigé that it was st :jﬁédequéf:;' fot the s‘c‘h_o'ol";s, needs. In 1915, the
Truétées éutﬁérized the Exe‘cuti-vev Comﬁ;ittee to ereCt'ﬁ tower and water tank befween
Anthony Memorial Hall and the DeWolf Induétrial Bu.ildin'g; Apparently, it was

difficult to keep the tank filled, and in January 1917 the Executive Board made

36'Henry T. McDonald to “Friend,” December 10, 1921, Alfred W. Anthony Papers,
American Baptist Historical Society; Henry T.- McDonald, President’s Report, May 20, 1930,

.Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944, 231.

**Minutes of Trustees meeting May 1, 1915, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1914-
1944, 30. :

Executive Committee meeting, March 19, 1923, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 119; Henry T. McDonald to “the soldier and sailor sons of this institution,” May 24,
1923, Alfred W. Anthony Papers, American Baptist Historical Society.
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arrangements with the Shenandoah Pulp Company to fill the tank at $10 per filling. ™
This was accomplished by laying a pipeline from the tank to the pulp mill, which was
located along the Shenandoah River directly below the campus. An agreement was
negotiated between Storer College and the Shenandoah Pulp Co. in April 1920,‘ whereby
the pulp mill would pump water to the campus at a rate of 20¢ per 1000 gallons. The

agreeinent also stated that meters would be installed, with the school paying half the

Water supply continued to be a problem for the school, especially after a failed
attempt to sell its water plant and tank to a private company. At first, Storer had
allowed several private citizens, including T.S. Lovett of Hilltop House, as ‘well as the

local high school on Washingt_on Street, to hook into the water system. However, Storer

was responsible for collecting the fees and paying the pulp mill, and it appears that there

were problems in getting people to pay their bills. Consequently, the Executive

Commiittee entered into negotiations with two men from Charles Town, who had formed -

a company known as the Harpers Ferry and Bolivar Water Company>*
An agreement was reached and ratified by the Board at its annual meeting on

June 2, 1925, that the Harpers Ferry and Bolivar Water Co. would receive Storer:

¥ Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 1, 1915, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1914-1944, 30; Executive Committee meeting, August 7, 1915, 39; Executive Committee
meeting January 1, 1917, 49. T

385Executive Committee meeting, April 3. 1920, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 81. : :

*Henry T. McDonald to Alfred W. Anthony, February 17, 1925, Alfred W. Anthony
Papers, American Baptist Historical Society; Executive Committee meetings, February 5, March
10, 1925, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1914, 1944, 148. -
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College’s water plant, pipe, and tank for a one-year trial period beginning July 1, 1925,

in exchange for $6000. The water company would also assume responsibility for
collecting unpaid water fees, and Storer would get a break on the rates. However, it
appears that the water company did not fulfill its end of the agreement, and by June
1926 McDonald reported to the Board thait Storer had not been paid for the water plant,
and was using water without paying for the time being as sorhe form of compensation.*®’ |
. The dispute over ownership of the water plant continued until at least 1929, whenthe
minutes of an Executive Committee meeting noted that a court had ruled that Storer still
owned its water plant, as the contract had not been com'pl_ete‘d.368 :
-It also appears that Storer College gained its own coal supply near the end of
i | | ‘World War I. Sometime during 1917 or 1918, the Executive Committee learned of a
‘ coal pocket along the B & O Railroad line near the campus,.and had John Aglionby

inquire about it.>®

Aglionby bought the property, or at least got use of it, and let Storer
have the coal. In his President’s Report for 1922, McDonald mentioned the use of Mr.
Aglionby’s coal pocket, and felt that something §vas due to him for his generosity.-
Several Board members were elected to go and meet with Aglionby to discﬁss the

" matter, and later in the same meeting reported that he had agreed to offer the use of two

**"Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 1, 1926, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 167.

% Executive Committee meeting, April 1, 1929, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 219.

- °Executive Committee meeting, July 6, 1918, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 70. :
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coal pockets to Storer until further notice.””® The matter was resolved the following

year, when the Executive Committee voted to purchase the entire Dittmeyer Coal Shed

371

property, where the pockets were located, from Mr. Aglionby for $100.

Anthony Memorial Hall fire

Although Storer

~ College had endured... .

. many hardships during
its:60 years of existence,
the fire that destroyed

.- Anthony Memorial Hall

on the night of October

e

‘ ‘WAthony Memorial HaTl after the 1927 fire.

~:-16, 1927 was one of the
most devastating blows to the s_chodl. The fire apparently \starte-d‘ in one of the music
rooms at the back of the chapel, and was feborted at about 6:45pm. The blaze was
already out of control by then, and fire companies from Harpers F'erry,' Charles Town,
Shepherdstowh, and Brunswick battled the flames for hours. The next morning, only the

shell of the building remained, and most of its contents, including the library, were

destroyed. Anthony Hall was insured and the claim paid promptly, but the check only

*Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 30, 1922, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 111.

'Executive Committee meeting, March 19, 1923, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1914-1944, 118.
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amounted to about $14,900, well below what it would cost to rebuild it.”?

Since its completion in 1881, Anthony Memorial Hall had been the focus of

educational activities at-Storer,

and the administration was forced
to scramble to finish the school -

year. Classes were held in dining

§-rooms sitting rooms, and private - _

§ homes: and a laboratory was set up

N 1n the ba sement of the Lewis W.
Anfh ny ;B'-uﬂdin"g. Still, rurﬁo;js circdiéteq that the school would close, and af least some

students —actuélHy‘ left. The dg:baté w1th1n the Board of Trustees over the future of Storer

. Collegewas brought :_tf) a head by the fire, and iridireétly caused even more damage to the

remains of the structure. Because Dr. Anthony had insisted that the Board not allow any

" money to be expended on the repair of Anthony Hall until the future use of the building

~ could be decided, the ruins were left to the elements over the winter of 1927. A strong

storm blew over the west gable, that crashed through the chapel and laboratory, and
landed on the boiler.”

In the end, however, this incident probably helped McDonald, as the Trustees

voted in a special meeting in February 1928 to authorize the Executive Committee to

I3

372Special Meeting of Board of Trustees, February 22, 1928, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 183-4. '

373Henry T. Mchnal_d, President’s Report, May 7, 1928, Storer College Trustees Minute
Book 1914-1944, 191. '
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begin repairs on Anthony Memorial Hall using the nearly $15,000 insurance payment,

and any unspecified money from the endowment fund up to $20,000. Since this would

still not be enough to rebuild and refurnish the building, the Executive Committee was

also instructed to begin soliciting contributions for the reconstruction of Anthony

Memorial Hall. Storer’s students faculty alumm and friends responded and the
reburldmg was completed by the end of 1928. Among the many contrrbutrons we1e

nearly 4,000 books for a new l1brary, 1,700 of those on permanent loan from Howard

University, anda $300 stage Curtain pauffor by glfts from various- classes and" carnpUS*f T e
orgarifi"zations.374

- The fire in Anthony Memorlal Hall also led to changes to other campus bu1ld1ngs
the Lewis W. Anthony Building and the DeWolf Industrial Burldlng Before the fire, the
Lew1s W. Anthony Bu1ld1ng had housed the repair shop for the school and the upper
floor was used for storage. After the destruction of Anthony Memorial Hall, McDonald
suggested moving the repair shop to the school’s old stable, which was no longer being
;~used for liyestock’ and could easily be fixed up as a shop. This would leave room for .
Lewis W Anthony Bullding to be used for school purposes. During the 1929-1930 )
academic year, the first floor of the Anthony Building was fitted with new llghts, library
furniture, and shelving, and became Storer College’s main library. Miss Clara M. Law
spent four'months cataloging the nearly 4000 books that had been donated following the
fire, and the total cost of refitting and furnishing the new library amounted to |

approximately $1796.%"

3Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, June 4, 1929, Storer College Trustees Minute
Book 1914 -1944, 220-1.

Executive Committee meetings, 1929-1930, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 228-230.
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Curriculum and Mission

The expansion of Storer College’s curriculum and reorganization of the Courses
of Study in the years prior to World War I reflect a conscious effort By the Storer
administration to better define the school’s mission and create a stronger niche for the
school in the education of African Americe;ﬁ siudénts. In his anpual report for 1919,
President Mcljonald told the Boar(i thét Storer’s goal should be to serve as a good |

regional high school for black students who wanted to go on to college:

. From Washington on the East to Clarksburg and Pittsburgh on the West;
from the Penn. line on the North to Charleston on the South there is not
a single first class high school in which colored youth may be fitted for
college. We mustlive up to our best ideals in this kind of work and as
we may be able add to our facilities for doing thorough and needed
éducational work.*’ :

This effort to'make Storer at least ‘a'high school for African American students can be
seen m the push to eliminate the Preparatory Department, and the formation of.a
committee to try to have the Academic Department accredited as a secondary scholol..377
increasingly during these years, President McDonald begaﬁ to assert his own
vision of tﬁe future of Storg:r Coll‘ege,. and the passive nature of the Board of Trustees
emboldened him to make even bigger plans. In addition to Storer’s work as a secondar_y

school for black students who wished to go on to higher education, McDonald also

wanted to make the original vision of Storer’s founders a reality by offering college-level

- “®Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 28, 1919, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1914-1944, 69.

"Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 4, 1918, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 67. ’
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courses at the school. To that end, he began a drive in 1918 to es;ablish a Junior College -
at Storer, and brought the matter before the Board of Trustees at their annual meeting in
' 1918. The Board seemed favorably disposed toward the idea, but took no action.
McDonald continue;i to press for Junior College courses, with some opposition, and the
Board finally approved the

established of the

'

i year of a Junior College on
a trial basis at their annual ,
378

¥ meeting in May 1921.

Storer Collége

began offering Junior

College courses in the-

Students in the Chemistry Laboratory

1921-22 academic year, and enrolled six freshman, three girls and three boys. At the
next ‘annual meeting, the Trustées voted to establish a fu.ll Junior College commeﬁcing
the.next fall. Trustee George Hovey, perhaps sensing that Pres. McDonald might go
beyond the Board’s wishes, insisted that the motion be passed with the understanding
that “‘no steps be undertaken toward the establishment of a full standard college until the

question of its establishment is fully investigated by this Board.”*"”

¥ Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 31, 1921, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 88. :

"Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 30, 1922, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1913-1944, 105. .
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To support the new Junior College work, the Board also voted to spend $1000 for

chemistry and biology equipment to try to modefnize Storer’s laboratory.**

In 1923, Storer College graduéted its first student from the Junior College
program, Watson David Hill, and by 1928, the program was well established. Theé
course consisted of two years of study, equivalent to the Freshman and Sophomore years
of college, and required the cémpletion of 64 hours of work to grédﬁate. The curriculum

covered standard subjects such as-Math;

gl Chemisy and . s el 5
classes such as Public Speaking, Econormcs,Soclology, 'P.s:'y‘chologfi,'éﬁicfiﬁ; '.Ethi'cs. In '
keeping with its Baptisf tr-aditiqn,;th_c‘:" JuniOfCollet:g;él:s'c.')}é-:ciuiréa fwo hours of Blble :

classes each year. In keeping w1th theig‘enc‘ga.l-évfufldr't .to upgrade the qualif;{_ ;)f educanon ;

offered at Storer, the Junior College ﬁfégfalﬁfl' also had fairly strict;entranCé requir‘emén't:s;,_

including a minimum number of units .in:_Engl_ish, Science, Math, History, and a _foréi‘g_d’.f

language *®!

With the successful establishment of the J ﬁniér (idl-ié:ge program, President
McDonald offered the Board of Trustees his new vision for t.he. mission of Sto‘rer‘ :
College. He argued that Storer should COnforrﬁ its courses to the requirements of the
State Department of Education, so that the school could provide for the northern part of
West Virginia the same services as Bluefield Colored Institute provided for the southern
region: “namely, [a] well-equipped Junior College and Normal Department and for many

years to come a High School department with industrial training especially adapted to

***Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 30, 1922, Storer College Trustees Minﬁte Book
1913-1944, 105.

#1Storer College Catalogue 1927-28.
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prepare teachers for their work and to prepare home keepers for the 1mprovement of their
homes and gardens.”**? Although Junior College enrollment remained small throughout
the 1920's, it is clear that McDonald hoped it would become the focus of the school, and
eventually allow the establishment of a true four-year college. _

‘During the 1919 1920 school year, the faculty-of Storer College endorsed the i1dea

of a Summer Normal School and President McDonald presented it to the Trustees at the

____annual meeting-in May 1920. However, the Board did not approve of the measure until - -
its annual meeting in 1923.**® The summer school lasted no more than six years, as the
- minutes of the Executive Committee show that they voted “there be no summer school

held unless Dr. McDonald finds it desirable to do so.”*** During its brief existence, the

total enrollment of 47. Of these, less than half (22) were from West Virginia, while the

|

l

Summer School did attract a fair number of students, as the catalogue for 1927-28, lists a
remainder came from Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C.?** ‘
|

l

l

Fnc ulty

By the early 1920's and the end of World War I, the administration of Storer

College was finding it difficult to get faculty to teach its expanding curriculum, |

382Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 29, 1923, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1913-1944, 130.

*Minutes of Trustees meetings, May 25, 1920, May 29, 1923, Storer College Trustees

Minute Book 1913-1944, 79, 130.

*Executive Committee meeting, February 7, 1929, Storer College Trustees Minute
Book 1913-1944.

®3Storer College Catalogue 1927-28.
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_successors at the same, or-any where:near the same salary.-Others here faithful;-- - -

- Metcalf, were retiring one by one, and it was becoming difficult to find replacements. A

especially at the low wages the school offered. During the war, Storer had lost four

faculty members and the Execut‘ive Committee was having trouble finding suitable
réplacefnentsl at the same salaries. McDonald lamented this state of affairs m his 1920
report to the Board of Trustees, and argued that many others were prepared to leave
rather than éontinue their meager existence: “For many that point has been reached here.

We have been unable to recall the teachers, who left because of the war, or to secure

interested and efficient; seriously consider the necessity for a change.”?

Many of the older white teachers,_such as Mrs. Lightner, Mrs. Brackett, and Mrs. -

large part of this problem was the belief of McDonald and other members of the Board
that the educational level of the school could not be maintained without white teachers:
But I want to stress, that white trustees may be conscious of the
situation, the idea of not allowing the relative number of
colored teachers here to be increased. Now better might I
have said, that I intend to see that such is to be the case,
Since my nominations have always been approved. I
want to keep the balance of wisdom and action safe.*®’
McDonald further argued that the only way to get white teachers to come to Storer was to

increase the salaries, since the missionary spirit, which brought many from the north,

was rapidly dying off.

386Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 25, 1920, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1913-1944, 79.

‘87Henry T. McDonald to Alfred W. Anthony, June 10, 1925, Alfred W. Anthony Papers,
American Baptist Hlstoncal Society. .
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Student demographics

Enrollment figures for the years 1914-1915 to 1919-1920, are only available in
the annual Presideﬁt’s Report, which list the number of male and female students, and
the total enrollment. From 1914-1918, this enrollment averaged around- 147, with a low
of 134 in 1914-15 and a high of 155 the following year. By 1919-20, the total

enrollment at Storer College had jumped to 171, mostly due to an‘increase in male

students > This increase appears-to-have been short-lived; however; as enrollment had: - -:-

= dropped back to 125 by the 1927-28 school year. This downward trend continued into-
- the early years of the Depression, as the enrollment at Storer totaled orily 117 in 1931- .
. 32‘389

Information: on the students’ hometowns is only available-in the school catalogues

for the 1927-1928 and 1931-32 school years, and indicates some changes in the areas -

where Storer was getting its students. In 1927-28, only eight students, or less than 1%; -

came from the local Harpers Ferry-Charles Town-Martinsburg area, and only 27% (34) -

from the entire state of West Virginia. In addition, the proponion of students from the
geographic region that comprised West Yirginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia;
had provided 83% of Storer’s students, a significant drop from the pr‘e—World War I
years. By 1931-32, the proportion of West Virginia students had rebounded to 57%

(61), most likely due to scholarships for West Virginia students. In addition, the

. proportion from the geographic region surrounding the school had risen slightly, to

388Hf:nry T. McDonald, President’s Reports, 1915-18, 1920, Storer College Trustees
Minute Book 1913-1944. ’

®Storer College Catalogue 1927-28, 1931-32.
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. 87%(102).**° Still, these figures indicate that 13-17% of Storer’s students were coming

from states outside the region, and even from as far away as Africa.

The Conflict over Storer’s Administration - 1919-1929

In 1904, Dr. Alfred Williams Anthony, son of Lewis W. Anthony, became a

member of the Storer College Board of Trustées, and was elected president of the Board

the following.year.””". Although the Anthony family.had.been: one of the most-generous . ;-

benefactors of Storer, Alfred W. Anthony’s associati_bn with the school would be marked

by jncreasing conflict. Much of this conflict was centered .on- the differing views
between Anthony and McDonald on the management and future of Storer College, and
the animosity that grew out of the clash between these two strong personalities. Based
on his correspondence with fellow Board members and Baptist officials, it appears that
Anthony felt McDonald’s administration was inefficient and even misguided and Storer
needed “some of the competent and réspdnsible Baptist mén to become identified with

its management.”**

Anthony’s misgivings about McDonald and his administration became apparent .

when he addressed-the Board of Trustees about the school’s problems at the May 1919
annual meeting. His actual remarks were not recorded, but the correspondence that

resulted suggests that: Anthony questioned McDonald’s management of Storer’s affairs.

¥0Srorer College Catalogue 1927-28, 1931-32.

¥''Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 8, 1904, Storer College Trustees Minute Book
1898-1912; Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 31, 1905, 55.

¥2A lfred Wms. Anthony to Dr. Charles L. White, November 13, 1920, Alfred Williams-
Anthony Papers, American Baptist Historical Society, Rochester, New York.
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Anthony was unwilling to press the issue at that time, however, and wrote to McDonald
in June to reassure him: “There has been a fearin my mind lest you may have

misinterpreted my motives in speaking as I did respecting the relations of the school and

its administration to the different groups of the constituency which it serves.”*”

Anthony went on to praise McDonald’s twenty years of work, and argued that he only

meant to point out where work still needed to be done to keep Storer headed in the right

dlrectlon

McDonald’s carefully worded reply indicates that he had, in fact, interpreted
: Anthony’s remarks as disapproval of his administration.®® Apparently, McDonald was

not alone in his interpretation. On June 14,.1919, Mrs. Lura B. Lightner, who was still
Storer College’s tfeasurer’, wrote to Dr. Anthony in defense of McDonald:

Mrs. Metcalf and I were very glad of the very plain but kind

talk you gave at the Trustee meeting. Ihope it will result in

much good.. Mr. McDonald works hard. He has had many

years of experience. The limitations seem to me to be due

to a lack of a sense of proportion. - We have supported him

because we believe he means well and his defects are not

fatal ¥

Mrs. Lightner, like Mrs. Metcalf, had been associated with Storer fc;r decades, working
side-by-side with McDonald for twenty years. Her letter in defense of Henry McDonald

hints at the divided sentiment among the Board of Trustees between emotional loyalty to

3 Alfred W. Anthony to Henry T. McDonald, June 18, 1919, Alfred Williams Anthony -
" Papers, American Baptist Historical Society.

**Henry T. McDonald to Alfred W. Anthony, June 19, 1919, Alfred Williams Anthony
Papers, American Baptist Historical Society. '

*Mrs. Lura B. Lightner to Alfred W. Anthony, June 14, 1919, Alfred Williams Anthony
Papers, American Baptist Historical Society.
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__meeting. Anthony stressed the importance of trying to create closer ties between Storer.. ...

the school and its administration, and the reality of Storer’s problems.

By the time of the next annual meeting of the Trustees in May 1920, it appears
that Dr. Anthony’s views on the administration of Storer College had isolated him from'
some of the Board members, and he began to look for alllies. In a letter dated May 17,
1920, Anthony wrote to Dr. Charles White, a Board member who was also an ofﬁcer of

the American Baptist Home Mission Society; and urged him to attend the upcoming

and the Baptist Headquarters, and felt he would need help in gettirig his message across
-to the Board. Anthony’s letter also hints at his frustration with the situation at Storer,
which would only continue to grow: “I feel very much alone and quite helpless in
connection with all of the problems at Storer.”**

Although McDonald and Mrs. Lightner may have agreed with Dr: Anthony’s
assessment of Storer’s administration, they did recognize that some problems existed in
the day-to-day management of the school’s affairs, and changes Awere needed. Due to
budget constraints, which did not provjde enéu gh money to hire good clerical help, both
McDohald and Mis. Lightner did much of the work of the President’s and Treasurer’s
Ofﬁqes themselves. McDénald already had strenuous administrative and teaching

duties, and Mrs. Lightner was nearly 70 years old. In separate letters to Dr. Anthony

before the 1920 Trustees meeting, both McDonald and M. Lightner stressed the need to

3% Alfred W. Anthony to Dr. Charles L. White, May 17, 1920, Alfred W. Anthony
Papers, American Baptist Historical Society.
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. hire a stenographer.’ Mrs. Lightner again expressed her support of McDonald: “Mr.

McDonald has grown much in the last ten years. It is time for him to take charge of the
whole machine- or at least to demonstrate whether he can do 1t satisfactorily to the
Trustees or not.”*® Consequently, she recommended uniting thé President’s and-
Treasurer’s Officers under McDonald, assisted by a qualified stenographer and

bookkeeper.

____-LuraB: Lightner’s suggestion that-the financial management of Storerbe -~ -+ -

= reorganize illustrates one of the major problems confronting the school: how to provide
* effective leadership without the staff or funds that the task required. The charter that

. created Storer College in 1868 had invested power in a Board of Trustees, and provided

for-an Executive Committee to be made up of five members of the Board to oversee day-
to-day operations. Since the beginning, the President had been a member of both the

Board and the Executive Committee, and was also given extensive decision-making

powers. As the years passed and the original Board members-began to be replaced, more -

and more méjor decisions ;JVCI‘G made rby» the Executive Commitfeé. The committee
consisted of President McDonald énd several influential Board members who lived near
enough to be able to attend meetings about once a month.

The Executive Committee was authorized to handle many of the day-to-day

decisions and report their actions to the full Board of Trustees. However, many of the

*"Henry T. McDonald to Alfred W. Anthony, April 16, 1920; Lura B. Lightner to Alfred
W. Anthony, May 12, 1920, Alfred W. Anthony Papers, American Baptist Historical Society.

% ura B. Lightner to Alfred W. Anthony, May 12, 1920, Alfred W. Antvhony Papers,
‘American Baptist Historical Society.
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members of the Board did not attend the annual meetings, and were not kept abreast of
the Executive Committee’s actions. In addition, lack of attendance forcéd the
adjournment and rescheduling of Trustees’ meetings on sevefal occasions due to the lack
of a quorum to conduct business.**® Even when the Trustees did meet, the Board took a.
fairly passive role in managing Storer’s affairs. The President, Treasurer, Executive
Committee and various- other committées gave report§ at each annual meeting, which" -

were usually-approved and the-recommended actions taken by the Board.- As the-years .

passed, McDonald and the Executive Committee became accustomed to the rubber--
stamp approval-of their actions by the full Board. '

By the early 1920'3;'McDonald began taking more of the authority of the
Executive Committee, and was making many of the daily decisions cénceming Storer
College’s operation essentially on his own. Co’nsequéntly, the Board members became:
increasingly out of touch With-Storér’s condition and management, and could not really
make informed decisions even when tﬁey did IAneet.“E’OA- The Board ofteﬁ deferred -
unfinished business to the Executive Committee and, since copies of the minutes were
apparently not sent to absent Board members, many had no'idea what kinds of decisions
were being made. After the deaths of two of its members during the 1925-1926 school

year left the Executive Committee unable to transact business, the Board voted at the

***Minutes of Trustees meetings, Storer College Trustees Mmute Books, 1898-1912,
1914-1944.

“©)Minutes of Trustees meetmgs Storer College Trustees Minute Books 1898-1912,
1914 1944; Various correspondence, Alfred W. Anthony Papers, American Baptlst Historical
Society.
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1926 annual meeting to allow the Executive Committee to fill their own vacancies.*"
This played into McDonald’s hands, and gave him even more power over the
day-to-day decisions at the school. Because the Executive Committee had to be made up
of people who lived locally and would be available for meetings, McDonald was able to
convince the Board to appoint Robert E. McDaniel and Walter E. Dittmeyer to the

Executive Committee. Both men had no other official connection to Storer other than

their membership on the committee, although McDaniel was a Storer graduate.-Since the::

other members of the Executive Committee were Mrs. Coralie Franklin Cook and J. C.-

Newcomer; the Storer treasurer, McDonald was practically assured that his wishes would
be followed in the day-to-day administration of the schoot.*

In the spring of 1921, Dr. Anthony received eveén more cause for concern when
he found out that McDonald had already startéd a fund-raising drive for a new
gymnasium without Board approval»'. Although McDonald had expressed the need fora
gymnasium several times in his annual reports, the Board had taken no definitive action.
He had always been a strong supportor of athletics, and perhaps became frustrated with
the Trustees’ failufe to approve his plans for.tne new gym. In any 'eveni', McDonald went
ahead and proposed the idea to the students and faculty. They, along with some Alumni,

gave their support and McDonald began taking pledges. Sensing that some of the Board

members, especially Anthony, felt he had overstepped his bounds McDonald had the

“*'Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 1, 1926, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

. 1914-1944, 163-166.

““2Minutes of Trustees meeting, June 1, 1926, Storer College Trustees Minute Book

1914-1944, 163-166.
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Board pass a resolution at the next annual meeting approving of his actions and pledging
full support for the gymnasium project. Dr. Anthony was not present at that meeting.*”®
The fund-raising drive for the new gymnasium, however, highlighted one of the
main problems confronting Storer Collegé: how to support its expanding curriculum and
rising operating costs on the same small appropriations from the Baptists and the State of

| West Virginia. Although the annual appropriation from the state increased from $2700

- in 1919:to just over $6000-by 1926, it still did not even cover half the salaries of the.:- ... .

404 In addition, the annual appropriations from the American

faculty and administration.
Baptist Home Mission Society averaged only around $2500, with the exception of |
certain years whe._re special appropriations were granted.. The Woman’s Baptist Home

- Mission Society maintained its $3000 annual appropriationz,‘but this money was
earmarked specifically for the programs relating to female students. Consequently, these

appropriations represented a fairly small portion of the operating budget, as evidenced by

the Treasurer’s Report for the fiscal year ending ‘A‘p.r-il i, 1925:

American Baptist Home Mission Society '$ 2496.58
Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society 3000.00
State Board of Control 6600.00

TOTAL $12,096.58
For the same year, Storer College’s operating expenseé amounting to $61,387.62.
Consequently, its three main sources of funding covered only 20% of the school’s

operating budget. For several years during the 1_920'3, Storer also received a small

“*Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 31, 1921, Storér College Trustees Minute Book
1914-1944, 96.

‘S Treasurer’s Reports, 1919-1926, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944.
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contribution from the General Education Board, but this only amounted to an additional
$3333.32 for the 1924-1925 school year.*®

‘With only one-fifth of Storer’s annual budget covered by its main funding
sources, the school had to scramble each year to make expenses. Approximately one-
third of the school’s annual expenses reléted to boarding students, and these were

covered by students’ boarding fees, which in 1925 amounted to $23,823.48.4® The *- -

- remaining 40% of the annual-budget was: covered by income from the school’s-farm; -~

% payments for books(and supplies, rent, interest from investments, and charitable.

~ donations. In keeping with Storer’s mission to keep tuition and expenses low so even

~ poor students-could attend, tuition income for 1925 was only $3267.05, less than 1% of
the total budget.*”’

By the mid-1920's, it was clear that Alfred W. Anthony, George R. Hovey; and

Charles ‘White, the three Trustees who were affiliated with the Baptist denomination, had
aiready decided to try to convince the Board to turn Storer‘ College over to the Staté of
West Virginia: It had becofne clear that the funding problems would only get Worse, as it
appeared that the Baptist denomination was already considering a decrease and possible
elimination of its annual support for Storer College. In the correspondence between Dr.

Anthony, Dr. White, and Dr. Hovey during the early and mid-1920's, it is apparent that

“®Treasurer’s Report, June 2, 1925, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1913--
1944, 161. '

40 Treasurer’s Report, June 2, 1925, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1913-1944,
p. 161. .

#Treasurer’s Report, June 2, 1925, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1913-1944,
p- 161. - C
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many in the administration of the Baptist Convention were beginning to think that the

amount of money required to bring Storer’s physical plant back into shape, upgrade its
curriculum and faculty, and provide for an adequate endowment was simply too much. %
In November 1926, Dr. Hovey and other officials of the educational wing of the Baptist
denomination. held a conference of the Presidents of the Baptist schools for “colored

youth” in Atlanta, and McDonald attended: ' The funding problems of all of the schools -

. were discussed;-and- i_tms:,agteﬁd_,th.,_L_t_h@,,_bgs,,t;-approac_h__guld;b@;@_u_,ni_icd__ﬁyefy‘e_ar S e

fund-raising drive with a goal of $5-6,000,000. The estimated need for Storer College -
-was approximately $400,000: $250,000 for the endowment and $150,000 for a building
program.*®”

The optimism of this conference was short-lived, howevér, as the American
Baptist Home Mission Society reconsidered its position, and decided that it already had
enough fund raising events scheduled for other programs. In addition, the Northern
Baptist Convention ruled that its “colored schools"’ Béiéngéd to the Home Mission

Society, and would need special permi'ssion from the Finance Committeé to make

'~ individual campaigns. In a letter to the members of the Board in March 1927

McDonald quoted a letter from Dr. Hovey regarding a fund-raising effort among the

Baptists for Storer College: “It is very certain that the Finance Committee would not

‘%D George R. Hovey to Alfred W. Anthony, November 23, 1920, Alfred W. Anthony
Papers, American Baptist Historical Society.

““Henry T. McDonald to Alfred W. Anthony, November 18, 1926, Alfred W. Anthony
Papers, American Baptist Historical Society.

152




grant permission until after the campaigns already planned for the next three years.”*!°

As Storer College’s financial condition and the scope of its future needs became
more apparent., Anthony, Rice, and Hovey stepped up their discussions with state
officials to try to get specific terms for a transfer of Storer College to the State of West
Virginia. However, they faced strong opposition from Henry McDonald and several

other influential Board members, as well as the students and alumni. One of

—.McDonald’s:main:supporters-in.the fight to-keep Storer independent was Mrs. Coralie =-=
# Franklin Cook, a Storer graduate who was a well-respected faculty member of Howard

* University in Washington, D.C.” When it became clear what Anthony’s intentions were,

she wrote him a lengthy letter pleading Storer’s case. In addition, Mrs. Cook worked
hard to canvass for students and contributions to keep the school open.

The debate over a possible takeover of Storer College by the State of West
Virginia was brought to a head after the ﬁré that destroyed Anthony Memorial Hall'in
October 1927. This building had served as the main clasé building, and contained the
laboratory, a dining héll, the President’s and Tréasurer’s Offices and the échool’s
records; music rooms, and a chapel. Its loss was devastating to Storer, and there were’
rumors tha.t the school might even close. Classes were held in dining rooms, sitting
rooms, and private homes. The library was a total loss, and immediate class went out for

donations of books to start a new collection.*!' The remains of Anthony Hall itself,

“%Henry T. McDonald to the Trustees, March 22, 1927, Alfred W. Anthony Papers,
American Baptist Historical Society.

4l 1Henry T. McDonald, President’s Report, May 7, 1928, Storer College Trustees Minute
Book 1913-1944, 192.
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however, were left unprotected over the winter of 1927-1928 due to a disagreement

among' the Board members as to what to do about rebuilding it.

Dr. Anthony, sensing the opportunity to force a decision on the future of Storer
College, insisted that no money be expended on repairihg or rebuilding Anthony Hall
until it c_duld be decided what the building’s purpose would be. He argued that it had

served five different purposes in the past, and careful consideration would have to be

given-to.what the new: Anthony-Hall-would be used-for-and how. the interior. floor plan. - -

should be laid out. Anthony further argued that those questions could not be answered
until a decision had been reached on. Storer’s future relationship with the State of West
Virginia and the Baptist denomination. Anthony’s argument prevailed, and the shell of
Anthony Memorial Hall was left to the elements.

Unfortunately, Anthony’s harsh stance resulted in additional damage to the ruins

of Anthony Memorial Hall when heavy rains damaged the interior, and a wind storm

‘knocked over the west gable of the building, that crashed -through the chapel floor, the

laboratory and down on top of the boiler. McDonald wrote to Anthony to tell him of the
damage the elements were doing to the ruins, but Anthony remained adamant that no
money be expended on the building until the Board could meet to discuss the larger issue
at hand. He argued that “it is better to let the walls and rooms and the old ruins become
damaged now than to waste money in making expenditures which we are not at all sure

are needed or will stand the test of time.”*"? Finally, at a special meeting of the Board of

‘ 2 Alfred W. Anthony to Henry T. McDonald, November 19, 1927, Alfred W. Anthony
Papers, American Baptist Historical Society. .
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Trustees in February 1928, McDonald won-out and the Executive Committee was
authorized to begin the repairs to Anthony Hall, with the funds already authorized. In
addition, the Board instructed the Executive Committee to do what it could to raise

additional funds to completely rebuild and refinish the new Anthony Memorial. Hall.*"?

At this February meeting, the issue of turning Storer College over to the State of

West Virginia was discussed, but the outcome was not to Dr. Anthony’s liking.. The-

main focus of the meeting had been to-decide what to do about-Anthony Memorial Hall

and, although there was much discussion about the bést course of action, the Board
finally decided to authorize the Executive Committee to go ahead with repairs: Dr.
Anthony then brought up the issue of the future of the school and a possible state
takeover. The minutes for this meeting report only that thére was a great deal of

discussion and several resolutions opposing the takeover were read, but:no action was

-+ taken. Unfortunately, Dr. Hovey, Dr. White, and Mr. Robertson, Anthony’s strongest

allies, were not present at the meeting, and he was quite outnumbéred by McDonald’s
supporters. In fact, Dr. Anthony was so upset by the failure of the Board to endorse the
idea of a state takeover that he tried to resign as President of the Board of Trustees at the
annual meeting on May 7, 1928, but he was convinced to reconsider.*'* .

The main focus of the May meeting was the issue of the transfer of Storer College

to the State of West Virginia and, after a lengthy and tense discussion, the Board voted to

*3Special meeting of Board of Trustees, February 22, 1928, Storer College Trustees

Minute Book 1913-1944, 183.

414Special meeting of Board of Trustees, February 22, 1928, Storer College Trustees

Minute Book 1913-1944, 183; Minutes of Trustees meeting, May 7, 1928, 188:
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form a committee ‘“to consider terms of closer affiliation with the state.” The minutes

record that three Board members, Henry McDonald, Mrs. Coralie Franklin Cook, and

John Fletcher, refused to vote on the resolution to form the committee. In the end,

- however, McDonald and Mrs. Cook agreed to serve on the committee, along with Dr.

Hovey, J. C. Gilmer, and Mrs. Bloomer, who was the Woman’s Baptist Home Mission
Society representative on the Board.*"

... During the summer and fall of 1928, Anthony and his Baptist colleagues . ... .....

continued talking to West Virginia state officials about a possible takeover. Their main

contact was James S. Laskin, of the State Board of Control. Laskin himself endorsed the

—

.idea, and believed that the legislature would pass such:a measure, if the details could be

worked out. Although the State Legislature would not begin its session until January
1929, the Board of Con‘_t‘rolvand other state agencies were already in the midst of
preparing a budget by the fall of 1928. Laskin stressed to Anthony that the Storer
College Board of Trustees needed to méke a decision befor;e the legislative session
opened, so that a bill could be prepared.*®

While Anthony and the Baptist officials continued negotiations with Laskin and
the Board of Control, McDonald-and his supporters tried to raise money and increase

enrollment to preve to the denomination that Storer was worthy of their continued

support. McDonald also used his own political connections, and worked to convince the

*SMinutes of Trustees meeting, May 7,'1928, Storer Co]lege Trustees Minute Book
1913-1944, 189.

‘“"Correspondence between Alfred W. Anthony and J. S. Laskm 1928, Alfred W.
Anthony Papers, American Baptist Historical Society.
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members of the Special Committee that a takeover was not necessary, as the state was
just as willing to increase Storer’s annual appropriation. In a lettef written to the
members of the Special Committee in December 1928, McDonald indicates that he also
had been talking to state officials. He told the members that “There has come to me

through channels, semi-official a suggestion which I think has merit and of which you

should have knowledge.”*!” This suggestion was that the state increase its annual

«the school. Although McDonald does not say who made the suggestion, he believed that
- “this view point is gaining favor with the State men.”*'®

Finally, the call for a special Trustees’ meeting went out, the date set as
November 21, 1928. The day before, the Special Committee on Closer Affiliation with
the State met in Washington, D.C. and tried to come up with a report to present to the
Board. The members present wére Dr. HO\'f:e_y, Mrs  Catherine Westfall (wﬁo had
replaced Mrs. Bloomer), Henry McDonald, and Mrs. Cor-alie Franklin Cook. J. C.
Gilmer was absent. W:ith the excepﬁqn of Dr. Hovey, the other three 'members did not
support a state takeover,.b;lt Hovéy v?as de-:termined' to have his opinion heard.

Consequently, the committee decided to submit two reports to the Trustees the next day,

one written by McDbnald and Mrs. Cook, and one written by Dr. Hovey. Although

“"Henry T. McDonald to the Special Committee of Closer Affiliation of Storer College
and the State, December 19, 1928, Alfred W. Anthony Papers, American Baptist Historical
Society. ,

" *®Henry T. McDonald to the Special Committee of Closer Affiliation of Storer College
and the State, December 19, 1928, Alfred W. Anthony Papers, American Baptist Historical
Society. : : _ _ : :
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clearly unhappy about the situation, Hovey conceded that “Your committee is by no

- means certain that the necessary money can be secured, but a majority of them believe .

that the effort ought to be made, before departing so radically from the intention of the
founders of the school.”*"
On November 21, 1928, the Boardrof Trustees of Storer College convened

perhaps the most important meeting since its formation, to decide the fate of the school.

The Board firstheard the reports of the Special Committee, including their assertion that ...

the Alumni, students, and many other friends of the institution were opposed to turning it
over to the State of West Virginia.  In their report, McDonald and Mrs. Cook argued that
the Trustees had an obligation to carry on the school, as its mission had not yet been
fulfilled: ~

a moral obligation rests upon the Board of Trustees to carry on the

work of the institution in the same spirit in which it was founded,

not simply as a matter of sentiment but because the need is as great

for the school so to function as when it was chartered. Therefore,

it is resolved, that, for the time being all-question of changing the

present status of Storer College be set aside and that this Board

use every means in its power to secure for Storer College adequate

endowment, buildings and equipment, faculty and student body.**
This report at first swayed opinion against the proposed takeover, and a resolution was
introduced to keep the school’s present Baptist affiliation with such state aid as could be

had. The Trustee who proposed the resolution, however, favored retaining Baptist

control “provided gifts and pledges are obtained within 18 months of at least $250,000 to

““pr. George R. Hovey, Report of Special Committee on Closer Affiliation with the
State, November 20, 1928, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1914-1944, 203.

“Mrs. Coralie Franklin Cook and Henry T. McDonald, Report of Special Committee on
Closer Affiliation with the State, Storer College Trustees Minute Book 1913-1944, 199