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FOREWOQORD
Restoration architects working at an unusual place

like Harpers Ferry need to know about the physical development

of the community. It helps them with their work by providing

a context within which individual structures were designed and
erected. In the case of Harpers Ferry we know of only one work -
William C. Everhart, A History of Harpers Ferry, Vicksburg,
November 1952 (typescript). That report deals almost entirely

with the incidents of the Civil War. There is hardly any men-
tion of structures.

Following the Master Plan meeting at Harpers Ferry
in March 1957, Chief Zimmer of the Eastern Office, Division of
Design and Construction agreed to employ for the summer a re-
search architect to see what source material could be found to
throw light on the founding and development of the town. Dr.
James Philip Noffsinger of the University of Kansas (who had
previously spent some time at Harpers Ferry) was engaged to do

this work and spent the summer in Washington, D. C. working in

B T

various collections, especially those of the National Archives.

Final touches were put on the volume this Fall, just before he

' lef't for Indonesia. |

" ' o The contents of this volume consist mainly of a narra-
tivé sketch and documents located by--and transcribed under the

v direction of--Dr. Noffsinger. A piece on Robert Harper and his

establishment foumd by Historian John Willetit is also included.

Some interesting maps and views found by members of this office
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are reproduced herewith. Many of these items were made avail-

able to the Harpers Ferry staff long ago.
This volume will not serve as light reading. We

advance no cleims as to either completeness or literary polish.

It is hoped that it will prove to be a valueble reference work

and that others will be compiled in the future.
From what we have learned so far, the most interesting

story -~ after that of John Brown - is the account of how the

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad got through the town.

Charles E. Peterson
Supervising Architect
Historic Structures

EQDC
November 19, 1958
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The Supervising ! rch vect, Historic Structures,
k. Charles E. Peterson, has coffered invaluable advice and

information in the preparation of the report. The author

'would like to thank, also, the following persons whose un-

selfish aid and r'uldance were of inestimabdle val@e_to'tﬁe
compiler.of this work: ILT. William E. Lind and Mr;.Virgil 
Beugh, who work under £he direction of Dr. Kulsrud in the:_.
DiViéidn of Natural Resources &t the Mational Archives; Mrs.
uarah D.. Jackson, Avchives Assi stant, vho works under the
direction of Miss Dlebfluh in the 0lé Army Section at the
National Archives; Resident \rchie W. Frenzen end Historian
Hefbert Kissling of the National Park Service siaff at Har-
pers Ferry, West Virginié; Mes. Vetters and itrs. Reynolds

of the Vatlonal Park Servibe; Washington'Office, and Miss

Lllllan Cash of the Hlstor Division of the Weshington Office

”'Qf the National Park Service. -
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PARI A

IHE XYEARS QF SEIILEMENT

From the beginning, Harpers Ferryl was blessed with
three advantageous qualities, each of which complemented the
others. There was an excellent supply of water power, it was
a focus of natural transportation routes, and material resources
were readily avallable. (These included a bank of iron ore,

a coal area, and much timberland.) Rivers provided, in meny

cases, the most rapid means of travel. Harpers Ferry was

2 but

situated not only at a gap in the Blue Ridge Mountains,
also at the confluence of the Shenandoah River and the Potomac
River; and, if portage was used, then a whole series of places,
such as Keys Ferry; Ashbys Ferry and Chester (now Front Royal,
Virginia) on the Shenandoah River and Washington, D.C.;
Sharpsburg, Maryland; Shepherdstown, West Virginia; Williams
Ferry (now Williamsport, Maryland); Barwicks; Warm Springs (now
Berkeley Springs, West Virginia), Cox, Pearsalls (now Romney, West
Virginia), Vanmeters, Hites, and Ft. Pleasant (now Moorefield,
West Virginia)3 were connected. It should be further men-

tioned that Harpers Ferry was situated between .two of the chief

1. Earlier names for this area 1nclude "Shenandoah Fall" in

1719, "The Hole'" and ''Shenandoah Falls at Mr.Harper's

Ferry" in 1763.. In 1851, "Harpers Ferry" became the

accepted name. -

The Blue Ridge Mountains at Harpers Ferry rise to a height

of 1400 feet above sea level or approximately 1000 feet
above the rivers at that place.

«~ % 'Y ¢
v

3. Seél a eorge Washington,
RF--1:2,500,000. National Geographic Society, 1931.
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transportation routes™ in that area, The shortest passage

from Frederick to either Fredericktown (now Winchester,

Virginia), Charles Town or Antietam’ was through Harpers

Ferry. It is not surprising, then, to find that the first
(traditional) permanent white settler,6 Peter Stevens,7 found
there were a sﬁfficient number of travelers through the area
to warrant the establishment of a ferry. He, with the
assistance of an Indian known as "Gutterman Tom,” began
operating one boat in 1733.9

In 1734 a Quakerlo named Israel Friend obtained a
4. 1Ibid., these are called colonial "highways" on the map
mentioned in Note 3.

5. Barry, Joseph, Annals of Harpers Ferry, 1872, p. 7
pseudonym Josephus, Jr.)

6, Shawnee Indians occupied this area.

7. Ibid., p. 7, Everhart, op. cit., spells his name Stephens,
p. 5. OStephens City (Stephensburg) in Frederick County,
Maryland, was founded in 1732 by Peter Stephens (Stephans).

8. Other ferries in this area include Teague's Ferry (later
called Taylor's Ferry), mentioned as early as 1747. Its
location was on the Potomac River below the mouth of the
Antietam. Vestal's Ferry was on the Shenandoah River in
operation on the site prior to Gersham Keyes' Ferry of
1746. Stutler, Boyd, Captain John Browp and Harpers Ferry,
P. S.

9. Wayland, John Walter, The Germans in the Valley, p. .

nxxxx* about the same time /1734/ William Strope, Israel
Friend, Thomas and Van Swearington, Edward Lucas, James
Foreman, John Lemon, Jacob Hite (son of Joist Hite),
Jacob Vanmeter, and others located in the same vicinity."

10, Joint Committee of Hopewell Friends (assisted by John W.
Wayland), Hopewell Friends Histo ~1934 Frederick
County, Virginia, 1936, This book gives the impression
that a number of the Quakers were engaged in ironworking
as an occupation.



tract of land just above Harpers Ferry on the Potomac by patent

11 He soon began mining iron ore, but

from the State of Virginia.
whether he had erected a furnace here at this early date is
undetermined. It ig quite possible that he transported this

12 Thomas

ore up to his furnaces at the mouth of the Antietam.
Fairfax, the sixth Lord Fairfax, arrived in Virginia in 1736

and immediately began to have his royal grant, "The Northern

Neck of Virginia," surveyed. A map dated August 19, 1737,

of the Northern Neck of Virginia was drawn for Lord Fairfax

by Major Gooch. It seems to indicate that Israelt Friend had

built a home of stone along the Potomac River.13 Another

survey made in 1736 by Benjamin Winslow indicated a resident

on the approximate site of Harpers Ferry named Bernd. Petterspn.l4
Because of the iron ore present here, the land became known as
#Friends Ore Bank." Israel Friend died in 1753, but his mining
6perations were continued and enlarged and a furnace called

"Keep Tryste" was erected.15 Another Quaker or "Friend" named
William Vestal formed a partnership with John Tradan, Richard

e o e A e et v A B a T g D g e B g By D S Tty W R i sy S e o ki o O B U S i o A O et S D 0

11. Letter from Henry Morfit to P. H. Watson, December 13,
1853, National Archives, Record Group 121, Public
Buildings Service, Harpers Ferry File No. 154.

12. The Jefferson Republican, September 20, 1951, p. 16.
The Antietam furnaces were in operatlon "as early as

1734 .

13. Tbid., map not viewed by the writer.

14. ers the rican Revolution Magazine, October

1953, "Harpers Ferry as & Nationsl Monument," by Mary
Vernon Mish, p. 1143.

15. The Jefferson Republican, September 20, 1951, p. 16.



Stevenson and Daniel Burnet and on May 10, 1742,16 arranged to
have Thomas Mayberry build a "Bloomery for making Barr ironm,
upon the present plantation of William Vestal lying upon
Shunandore.'" The terms of the agreement included "not only

the Wooden Works, but all and Sundry, the Iron Works thereunto
Appertaining, and all and Sundry Dam & Dems, Water and Water
courses, in Ample and full manner as may be required."17 The
Vestal works were located on the banks of the Shenandoah River
about seven miles from Harpers Ferry and its operation centinued
until the Civil War. George Washington, writing in his diary

in 1760, mentions the possibility of setting up an ironworks

on Fairfax's land on the Shenandoah.18 Sometime later,

George William Fairfax and his brother-in-law, John Carlyle,

set up the Bloomery Mills to process iron ore from '"Shannondale,"

16. Daughterg of the American Revolution Magazine, October
1953, op. cit., p. 1143. There seems to be some con-
fusion here, for Mary Vernon Mish states: "On May 10,
1742 William Vestal entered into a partnership with
John Hughes and Thomas Mayberry in connection with his
iron foundry on the Shenandoah. '0ld Bloomery' and the
Cedar Creek Furnaces on the Shenandosh were all a part
of the original Harper's Ferry picture which atiracted
the eye of Captain John Hughes, Philadelphia, for many
years a manager for Benjamin Franklin's speculations
in land and commerce, both in the Colonies and in Nova
Scotia,"

17. Joint Committee of Hopewell Friends (assisted by John W.
Wayland), ep. cit., pp. 166, 167.

18. Fitzpatrick, John C., ed., Ihe Diaries of George Was on
1748-1799, p. 138.



part of Fairfax's holdings near Harpers Ferry.19 Years later,
in a letter to the Secretary of War dated May 6, 1798, and
written from Mount Vernmon, Virginia, Washington mentions the
central location of Harpers Ferry with reference to furnaces
and forges.20

Peter Stevens had been a squatter on Lord Fairfax's
land for thirteen years when Robert Harper,2l a builder and
millwright, first visited the area. Harper decided to settle

at the place and before long had purchased22 not only the log

19. 1Ibid., p. 138 footnote. Again thls reference is con-
fusing, since the same remark seems to be made about the
Vestal Furnace called "Shunandore." The location of the
"Bloomery" is given in the Jefferson Republican,
September 20, 1951, p. 27, as "at the left of Route 9 going
southeast from Charlestown and just before entering the
Shenandoah River bridge and near where Evitts Run crosses
under the highway."

20, Fitzpatrick, John C., ed., Writings of Washington,
Volume 36, Aug. 1797--Oct. 1798, letter dated May 6,

1798, p. 253.

21. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 7, Barry also provides us with
the following information: Robert Harper-~born in England
¢. 1703--at the age of 20 migrated to Philadelphia. He
erected a church in Frankford, but through a defect in the
title it was lost to the congregation. In 1747 the Society
of Friends hired him to erect a church on the Opeguon River
near Winchester, Va. On his way there he lodged one night
at an inn in Frederick, Md., and met a German trader, Peter
Hoffman, who, learning of his destination, told him the
shortest and most scenic route was through "The Hole"
(Harpers Ferry). He has been called an architect by some
authors, but this term 1s perhaps a little optimistic,

22. Stutler, Boyd, op. ¢it., p. 3, Stutler mentions 13 guineas
as the price, while Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 7, records
the purchase to the amount of 50 guinesas.
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cabin Stevens had built, but also his corn patch and ferry
equipment.23 There was rightfully some question in Robert
Harper's mind concerning the legality of his transaction
with Stevens, and so he made a visit to Greenway, Lord
Fairfax's estate, for the purpose of obtaining a patent.
The agents of Fairfax had experienced some difficulties
with the questioneble Stevens and so were delighted to be
able to accommodate Harper. Two patents, one dated April 5,
1751, for 125 acres and one dated April 19, 1762, for 92
acres, were issued in the name of Robert Harper by Lord
Fairfax.

In 1758, Robert Harper was listed as a freeholder
in Frederick County25 (then in Virginia). The ferry continued
in operation apparently, for the Maryland end of the ferry
land was patented to him on July 27, 1757. "It consisted

of 20 acres called 'Dear Bought,' and was described as being

23. Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, October
1953, op. cit., Mary Vernon Mish states: "In the year
1847 when, in the opinion of the average fur-trader, the
frontier was becoming too crowded for comfort, % * % % % ¥
This might be one of the reasons Peter Stephans was
willing to move on to another area.

2. An abstract mentioning these patents is in the National
Archives, Record Group 121, Public Buildings Service,
Harpers Ferry File No. 390 Miscellaneous.

25, Hamilton, Stanislaus Murray, Letters to Washingbon and
Accompanying Papers, Boston and New York, 1899, Volume II
1756-1758, p. 404, "An alphabetical Poll for Frederick
County teken the 24th day of July 1758."



on the bank of the Potomac, opposite the mouth of the

26

Shenandoah." The ferry was officially approved by the

State of Virginia in March 1761 in the following manner:

"I. Whereas it is represented to this present
general assembly that public ferries at the places
hereafter mentioned will be of great advantage to
traders and others, Be it therefore enacted, by the
Lieutenant-Governour, Council, and Burgesses, of this
present General Assembly, and it is hereby enacted,
by the Authority of the same, That public ferries
be constantly kept at the following places, and the
rates for passing the same shall be as follow; that
is to say, from the land of Robert Harper, in the
County of Frederick, over Potowmack river, to his
land on the opposite side, in the province of
Maryland, and for a horse the same * % * % % n7

In 1747, there was only one dweliing house at
Harpers Ferry, Stevens' log cabih, in which Robert Harper
was living with his family.28 Probably the quarters were
cramped. Perhaps this fact, along with the flood of 1748

which drove Harper from the cabin®? and the so-called

30 made him decide to build a house

about one-half'mile up the Shenandoah River.31 He also
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26, Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, October
1953, op. cit., p. 1142.

27. Hening, William Waller; Laws of Virginia, 1823,
Volume 7, pp. 401-402.

28. Bushong, Milard K., A _History of Jefferson County
West Virginia, Cherles Town, 1941, p. 14.

29. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 8.

"Pumpkin Flood" of 1753,

30. Ibid., p. 9--The name "Pumpkin Flood" is derived from
an excessive number of pumpkins carried downstream from
Indian gardens.

31. Ibid., p. 8--This is the house in which Robert Harper
died in 1782.



B P et S I

constructed a grist mill, and Peter Hoffman was engaged as
Vs . . 2 .
nis agent in this area.3 It was not until about 1775 that
Harper moved into his new house,33 however, and shortly after-
ward he began work on a stone residence on Cemevery Hill.
Because so many men, including building mechanics, had gone
to join the army of Washington, Harper had trouble in finishing
the building.34 In 1782, the year in which Robert Harper died,
5 .
there were only three dwellings in Harpers Ferry._3 Mary
Vernon Mish adds this inﬁefesting account:
"After her husband's demise, in 1782, and during
the Revolution, Mrs. Herper buried 'a substantial
fortine,' but had the ill-luck to die three days afier
taking her fateful precautions. Mrs. llarper's treasure-
trove, purportedly never discovered, added one more myth
to the fabulous tales of hidden wealth whieh had origi-
ated in the prospecting days of ILouls Michel. n36
In his last will Harper set aside a cemetery lot

for himself and fubure residents of the town and, since he

had no heirs, divided the remainder of his property between

. Sarah Harper'(his niece and only child of his brother Joseph)

and Robert Griffith (a relative of his wife's). This division
32. The approximate location of the grist mill is shown on
a map of 1809 llsted in the Append*x Part C, item 2.

33. Barry, Jbseph op. CLt., p 8,

34. Ibid., pp. 8-9, Harper was a Tory at the start of the

Revolution but sooh came over to the cause of his adopted

. country. It is recorded zhat a elose friend of larper's
‘was killed in an accidental fall ‘in-his house, and soon
after it was consldered as-being haunted.

-+ 35, Ibid., p. 9.

36. WWW October
1953, op. c¢it., p. 1142.

N tE S



gave»Griffith the "upper half" of the tract and Sarah Harper

the "lower" or "“ferry" tract at the confluence of the Potomac
and Shenandoah River.>’ Sarah married a man named John Wéger
and never visited the town (they lived in Philadelphia) although
deécendants became residents there,

Among the early travelers thrOQgh Harpers Ferry were
two_distinguished gentlemen of Virginia, Thomas Jefferson and
George Washington., Jefferson's glowing praise of the scenery
is notable coming from & man so well-traveled. 38

For a number of years Washington had been 1nterested
in the Potomac Valley, especially concerning improvements whlch_
might augment the development of the area. His interest in
ihe "Bioomery" in 1760 has already been mentioned. anéid R,
Rentch states that "George Washington, the Father of 6u;f |

Country, is also credited with being the father of the apple

" industry. It was George Washington who bought tracts of land
.. from the Héssians,‘whO"camefto fight and remained to live,!

.;and demanded that his tenants plant acres of apple and peach

trees "39* On Séptember 6, 1784, James Rumsey, the steamboat

37 “From a copy of the- 1ast ‘will of Rovert Harper National
yffArchlves Washington, D.C., RG 153, Judge Advocate
General ) Offlce, Reservations Flle.

. 38. The scene is’ ‘deseribed in’ Jefferson s_Notes on The Sta: 3_

of Virginia, pp. 17-18. Doubts heve been cast on his [ =
visit, however, but they should be modified by the: state-.'
ments made by Jefferson in a letter to H. G. Spofford j,
dated May 14, 1809, inheluded in the Appendlx Paxt: A,jd*

item 4,

39. Ene'geffgzsgg Bepgbllcan, September 20 1951, p. 28,
“Apple Seed Came to Jefferson County wlth Amerlcan
Pioneers," by Donald R. Rentch
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inventor, "exhibited a model of his first (mechanical) boat
vefore nis excellency General Washington, at Bath, Berkeley
County Lﬁirginig7.”4o After the steamboat had been constructed
some experimental trials were carried out at llarpers Ferry. The
boat was brought there in December of 1785 and was taken away_v

in the fall of 1787.4% Thc Potomac Company was organized on -
42

the 17th of May 1785. James lkadisoan vho visited Harpers Ferry

in 1786 had an opportunity not only to view tne sceanery there ‘

e e e e e e o e e e et s s e e A ot e g e e e e D i e o P e e ol e e e B e e S e e B P8 O R i

40. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., Volume 11, pp. 282-284.

41. Speer, Anita Buchanan, Ihe World's First Steamboat -
James Rumsey, p. 9, research information. A copy of this
is in the Library of the Branch of History for the National
Park SerV1ce, U. S. Department of the Interior, Washington,
D. €. It is said that Washington was a passenver on one
of the trial runs in 1786.

42, Fitzpatrick, John C., editor, op. cit., Volume 2, p. 391.
As early as August 1754 Washington had emphasized the im-
portance of "Navigation of the Potomack! which he called

", .....bhis most national and 01nted channel.”" ({rom
letter "to Tnomas Johnson wr?t g ount, Vérnon(ln 17 .)
o In Volume 3, p. 8L, there 1s a letter written to Rev’

John Boucher dated May 4, 1772, at Mount Vernon, Va. in
which Washlngton states:

"An Act has passed this session empowering
Trustees (to be chosen by yc Subseribers to the
Scheme) to raise money by way of Subscription, and
lottery, for the purpose of opening, and extending
the Navigation of Potomack from the Tlde Water, to
Fort Cumberland; and for perpetuating the Toll aris-
ing from vessels to the Adventurers in the Scheme......

In Volume 28, p. 211, thére is a letter to Clement Blddle
written at Mount Vernon, va on 27 July 1785 in which L
Washington says:
"We expect to begin our operatlons on the Potomack
~'Navigation about the 6th of next month, under the
Management of a Mr. James Rumsey.;a,..."

"
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but also to watch the work of that company in progress. He made
the following statements about what he saw:

MeeousAs I came by the way of Vinchester and crossed the
Potowmac at Harper's Ferry, I had an opportunity of view-
ing the magnificent scene which nature here presents. I
v1ewed it, however, under great disadvanteges. The air was
so thick that distant objects were not visible at all, and
g o near ones not distinetly so. Ve ascended the mountaln, also,
e 2 at a wrong place, fatigued ourselves muen in traversing it
! . before we gained the right position, were threatened the
whole time with a thunderstorm, and finally overtaken by it.
Had the weather been favorable the prospect would have ap-
peared to peculiar advantaae, being enriched with the har-
vest in its full maturity, which filled every vale as far
as the eye could reaci.

"I had the additional pleasure here of sceing the
progress of the works on the Potowmae., About 50 hands
were employed at these falls, or rather rapids, who secemed
to have overcome the greatest difficulties. Their plan
is to slope the fall by opering the bed of ithe river, in
such & manner as to reuder a lock unnccessary, and, by means
of ropes fastened to the rocks, to pull up and ease down
the boats where the current is most rapid...... el 143

b 2 e

On the third of June, 1788 Washington peréohally inspected
the construction of an earthwork near Harpers Ferry which was pért
;10' ~of a large program for the 1mPTovement of nav1~atlon alonp the
| Potonac Rwer.44 Out of the Potomac Company came the ideas
El | ' - for the bulldlng of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal in 1023. "Ig
| was defﬂnltely-a by~-product of Washlngton s inltial plan for

development of the Potomac. "45 By 1790 Washington had made hls’

.._..-—u--._.-——........._——.._——-—-.—_-—-————-——_———_——-—_—-——-—____.-_.---

43Q’»Publlshed by order of Concreqs, Letters and Qther Writings
of  James Kadison, Vle 5 Py 242; a letter to Thomas
Jefferson written in Phlladelpnla, Pa. on AUQUSt 12, 1786.

PR gghters of the American Bevo;gilgn hgg321n OCtober 1953,

o - op. clt., p. 1144.

FEE 45. Tbid., p. 1144,
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choice of site for the National Capitol. The District of Columbié
was located between tue Virginia tidewater areas and the Potomac .
and Shenandoah waterwvays - a further aide to the development of
those areas. The Harpers Ferry site, which he had visited before,46
nad been so impressive to Washington that he was instrumental in
having it selected, in the face of opposition, for the site of a

National Armory.

-._.—_—-...___-.—————-._—..———————_-—-.__—_--....—-__—_—.-—-_—.____——_—————_

46, Fitzpatrick, John C., editor, The Diaries of Gggggg ‘
Washington 1748-1799, Vol. II 1771-1785, p. 401. ertten

on Auvgust 7, 1785. "Ine rest of us returned to the
Tavern at Harpers Ferry .n ‘ .
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In 1794, war seemed tc be likely and, in view of thg
general military unpreparedness of the United States, the Congress

directed the President to establish new armories where arms could

48

be manufactured and stored. One other reason for this was that

private enterprise could not be considered as a fully reliable
supply source for guns. George Washington was given the power
to choose the sites. Permission was given Congress from the

General Assembly of Virginia to purchase the Harpers Ferry site -
49

not to exceed 640 acres.
Washington's recommendation was that ".....this spot
affords every advantage that could be wished for water Worké

to any extent, and that no place is more capable of complete

47. The United States works at Harpers Ferry can be divided -
into three separate units: the Armory (sometimes called
the Musket Factory), which was a series of shops and of-
fices engaged at first in the manufacturing of muskets
and, later, in additional items of war; the Arsenal, which
apparently was & depository for weapons; and, finally, a
Rifle Factory (sometimes called "Hall's Rifle Factory")
where the famous breech-loading Hall rifle was made.
The buildings of the Armory were along the banks of the
Potomae:River just above the fork made by the Shenandoah,
while the Arsenal was placed near the point of confluence
but on the Shenandoah side. The Rifle Factory was located

.*up the Shenandoah on Virginus Island.

43,j ic Statutes 6 the Ited States of America, Vol. l

lst 5th Congress 1789-99, published 1845, p. 352

49. Barry, Joseph, ep. cit., p. 9.

13.
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defense at a small expense.”" Strengthening his case he

mentions: "There is another small tract, with a sawmill upon

iteseee.o”0 There evidently was some opposition to Washington's

choice for the armory site as may be seen in the following

statements made to Tobias Lear in 1795:

"It may not be amiss however, briefly to observe,

that Colo. Rochfontaine?l (being in the city) was
asked how i1t came to pass, as he had seen the site at
the confluence of the Rivers Potoméc and Shenandoah,he
had made no mention of it in his general report? His
answer was, there was no ground on which convenient
buildings could be placed, and assigned other reasons
in & report, which he made....

50. Fitzpatrick, John C., editor, Writings of Hashingﬁgg Vol,
34, p. 307, Mount Vernon, Sept. 16, 1795 to the Secretary

of War.

1. Fitzpatrick, John C., editor, op. cit., Vol. 33, p.’ 443..
In a letter written at Phlladelphla, Pa,, on July 27,
1794 to Burges Ball an cmployee of the War Department
is mentioned (this could be Col. Roehfontaine) who seemed
to prefer Ball's land for the Armory site. Excerpts from
the letter follow: :

"Dear Sir: Eight or ten days ago I wrote to you
concerning a Manager for the Tilt hammer which you
contemplated the erection of; since which I have re-
ceived your letter of the 15th instant; in which
doubts of going on with it are expressed. As I am
equally ignorant of the expense of erecting, and the
profit when erected, I can say nothing encouraging or
dlscouraging of the measure: but if from an apprehen-
sion that the tract you bought is sickly, or from any
other cause, you are disposed to part with it, it is
possible the United States would become the purchaser

~on which to establish an Argenal., The person who was
employed by the War Department, to explore the water
conveniences on the Margin of the River, above Great
Falls, (best calculated for this work) seems to have
given a preference to yours, although others are
favorably mentioned....."
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"One of the Colqs objections to this site is, that no 52
water works (on &6ct. of freshes) would be safe there."

Washington goes on to urge that Rochfontaine carefully revisit the

site. Washington's arguments were evidenily accepted as valid for

on June 15, 1796, a warranty deed was issued to the United States

Government in the name of George Washington for an island of about
20 acres in the Potomac opposite Harpers Ferry and the Harpers
Ferry Tract (with the exception of 6 acres on which the Wager houses
were located). This deed was conveyed from John Wager, Sr. and

his wife.53 In the same year an English Moravian named Joseph

Perkins?% was appointed as the first superintendent out of the
works, In February, 1797, another parcel of land was secured by

the Government55 but in spite of these purchases progress at the

ot o et e et s e G U et B o S e B e S S B B P e i e e S o U b S S Y S et P S et e e S et S S0 S i b el e Bt

52. Ibid., p. 355. _
Letter written in Phijadelphia dated November 2, 1795,

53. Copy of a warranty deed from John Wager, Sr., et ux to the
U. S. dated June 15, 1796 - National Archives, Record Group
121, Publie Buildings Service, "Harpers Ferry Laminated Material.®
See also Record Group 121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers
Ferry Deed Box. This was the land which had been devised to
Sarah Harper. A copy of this deed is furnished in the Appendix,
Part A, item 5. See Appendix, Part A, item 3 for a letter from
T. Pickering to Tobias Lear dated 28 January 1796 and a letter
from Lear to Pickering (Appendix, Part A, item 4) dated
26 February 1796 both concerning the property transaction.

54. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 9. Perkins name appears in sdme
sources ag Perkin,

55. On the 9th of January, 1797, Robert Griffith conveyed the moiety
(devised to him by Robert Harper) to Thomas Rutherford who on
the 20th of February, L1797 deeded the land comprising 310 acres

- 'to George Washington-for the United States Government. '

' National Arch1Ves, ‘Record Group 121, Public Buildings Service,
Harpers Ferry File No. 390, Mlscellaneous. See also Record
Group 121, Public Buildings Service, "larpers Ferry Laminated
Material' and Record Group 121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers
Ferry Deeds. See Appendix, Part A, item 6.
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site seems 10 have been delayed to such an extent that Washington .

was compelled to mention the project in several of his letiers.

He even felt that he must restate the advantages of the place for
an Armory as will be scen in this excerpt of one of his letters _
to the Secretary of War, written at Mount Vernon and dated May 6,_1’798.56

"This leads me to ask what steps have been taken rel-
ative to the site for one at the Mouth of the Ghenandoah?

"T will pledge myself that there is not a spot in the
United States wch. combines more, or greater requisites for
these, than that does; considered either as a place of im-
mense strength against, and unaccessible by an enemy; although
open to inland navigation in all directions, as well cross-
wise as to the Shipping Port at the Federal City, on water
transportatien to the Western Country; for its .centrality
among Furnices and Forges, for its inexhaustible supply of
Water, having the whole River of Shenandoah as a resource,
and for the populous and plentiful country in which it lyes.

"I do not suppose that a place of this importance, and
which has already cost the United States several thouséend
dollars (to be possessed of the ground) has passed unnoticed;
but not having heard it mentioned in the progress of the
discussions, or that anything has been done on the premises
since the purchase of it under the former Act, has induced
this enquiry; which you will answer, or not, as it sults your
convenience, not doubting but that you have matters of m.org7
importance to attend to than the solution of my question.'

56. This was written two days after the following Act of Congress
which allowed the President to procure cannon, arms and am-
munition and to establish foundries, armories; etc.; Sec. 3
of this Act is here quoted:

"Sec., 3. And be it further enacted, that the sum of one

Hundred thousand dollars shall be and hereby is appropri-

ated, and shall be paid.out of any nmonies not before ap~

proprlated for the hlre, purchase and employ of the said’
foundries and armouries, respectively, in case such estab-
lishments shall be found necessary, as hereinbefore provided.

' Approved, Hay 4, 1798"

This Act may be located in: Public Statutes af Iarge of the

United States of America, op. eit., pp. 555, 556.

57. Fitzpatrick, John C., editor, The Writings of Washi‘ng’ton
Vol, 36, Aug. 1797-Oct. 1798, Letter dated May 6, 1798 to the

Secretary of War, written at Mount Vernon, Va., pp. 253, 254,
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In his endeavors to promote the Harpers Ferry Armory
Washington had at least..dne strong ally in James McHenry, Secretary
of Wor to Washington and Adams, wha in writing to Charles Lee’sn
1 August 1799, states:

"eeeesol think your submission Sentained & query, whether prk
begun at Harpers Ferry should be finished - or whether add
tional works should be made there,

"Judging as an officer of the United States, with a view
to the interest of the vhole - and on this principle only,
will I judge while I rcamain in office - it is most dearly my
opinion, that the Arsenal at Harpers Ferry, should there be
an difference in point of magnitude in the three, should be
the more important - the lbother Arsenal. It is without com-

“parison the most convenient of the three to the Western
Country. It is morc convenient than either of the other
places to all g%rts of the states. It is neariy in the
centre. oo "

Some of the American forces organized in preparation for
a war with France were encamped at Harpers Ferry in 1799 under the
command of General Pinckney. The spot they chose became known as

"Camp Hill." Some of the soldiers remained in the town and found

work at the armory. Some died while in camp and they were buried
in the cemetery, indeed

"their spirits are said still to hover around the scene of
their earthly campaign, and foft in the stilly night'! are

- the weird notes of their fifes and the clatter of their drums

* heard by belated Harper's Ferrians. The negroes, who appear to
be especially favored with spiritual manifestations, bear
unanimous testimony to these facts, and it is notorious that
some fine houses in the neighborhood have been, for years,
without: tenants, in consequence of their being supposed. to be
the rendezvous for these errant spirits,"?9

e e e e e e et i e e i o e e

58. Steiner, Bernard Christian, The Life and Correspondence of
James McHenry, 1907, pp. 401, 402. :

59. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., pp. 10-11.
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In the year 1800 the government made several more pur-

60

chases of land and rights obtaining the Keep Tryste~- iron furnace,

the rights to dig iron ore at Friends Ore Bank, and certain timber

61

rights™ in order to insure a much needed supply of charcoél;62

These purchases, which were probably made possible by theoAct of‘
Congress of May 4, 1798, indicate that the opposition to‘ihe site
had been overcome. The idea of & govermment arsenal captufed the
fancy of one of the leading architects of tho time. Bonjamin

Henry latrobe, in a letter to Thomas Jefferson dated March 28, 1798,.

e S e s i o G o T s S S S o M e £ o ) Bt (g Ty e e P e ey o e P o P e T T T 48 ot At i e e P e S e i e S o S

60. Loceted near the mouth of ElX Branch on the Potomac Riverf

6l. The following transactions may be found in the Appendix,
Part A:

Item 8. May 8, 1800 -~ A warranty deed from General Henry
Lee to the United States for 1600 acres of land
in Berkeley County, Va., near the Keep Tryste
furnace. _

Item 9. June 1, 1800 - A warranty deed from William
Wilson et al to the United States for 4 acres,

50 roods of land near the Keep Tryste furnace.
Item 10, June 20, 1800 - A warranty deed from George North
et ux to the United States for 4 acres, 42 roods
- (Keep Tryste furnace). :
Ttem 11. August 4, 1800 - a quit cldim from Robert Milligan
" to the United States for 221 acres of the Keep
Tryste furnace tract. .
All of the above being from National Archives, Record Group
121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers Ferry Lamlnaued Material.

Another document dated June 20, 1800 - A deed from William
Wilson to the United States for 221 acres of the Keep Tryste
furnace may be found in National Archives, Record Group 121,
Public Buildings SerV1ce, Harpers Ferry File No. 390 Mlsce11a~
neous. : _ :

62. The Jefferson Repﬁblican, 20 Sentemoer 1951, op. cit., p. 27
... as much as 400 bushels of charcoal had to be. burned to
make a ton of iron in a bloomery..... "
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expressed his interest in it and asked to be commissioned to design

63

the project. Another letter from Joseph Perkins to the Secretary

of VWar reveals that Latrobe had actually furnished a plan for an

A:L'mory.é4

Meanwhile work was progressing at Harpers Ferry through
the utilization of General Pinckney's troops - a ready and conven-
ient labor force - as cited in the following orders:

"The president has directed that as many soldiers shall
be employed on the Canal in the Vicinity of the camp as the
good of the service will permit. The major general has con-
versed with the superintendant of the works on this business
and the superintendant is desirous of commencing next week
with 50 soldiers as fatigue men and a proportionate number
of sergeants. They will be allowed a Sixth of a Dollar per
day and Double rations of provisions per man, This is to be
a weekly fatigue agreeably to the strength of the Different
Regiments. Volenteers arc to be prefered for this du__ty;"'-65

This force was increased to 100 men the next week.'66

Although Joseph Perkins was appointed superintendent in
1796 the records indicate that it was not until 1801 that any arms
were completed. In that year 293 muskets of the old 1763 French -

infantry type'Were turned out. In 1802 the production number was

increased to 14'72.6’7

63. Hémlin, Talbot Faulkner, Benjgmin Henry Latrobe, New York,
“Oxford University. S -

64 . ANatiqnal Archives, Washington, D. C., RG. 107, ‘Redords of the
Vlar Department, Office of the Secretary, "Military Book No.
1-A, QNovember 10, 1800 to Hovember 17, 1803 - War Office.”

65, Nationai Archives, Washington, D.:C;; RGfiiB,'Ordcrly Book -
Division Orders, May 22, 1800.

.66, Tbid., May 29, 1800.

67. Satterlee, L.D., A Catalogue of Firearms for the Collector, p.30L.
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69. [Daldwe‘l T,

20.

The following description of Harpers Ferry at about 1805

s given vy Joseph Scovt: '"Here is a post office which is 65 miles

from Washington city. Oa the west side of the river /Potomac River/
S 3 w08 X «s :

are about 15 houses.' The town had grown very slowly since its
inception but now, with uwhe armory at last in full production, a
large work force was required, bringing with it commercial and
industrial prosperity. Writing in 1808, Caldwell states that about

100 men were employed and that the goverument was considerably
69

inereasing and enlarging the armory works.

By 1810 the production of muskets was about 10,000 a

0 . ey o . - .
year.7 A brief description of the tovn at that time follows:

"Harpers Ferry: Though small in appearance, contains
upward of 700 sails. It has a good tavern, several large
stores for goods, a librarv, one physcian, and a professor
of the English language."’

"It was in this same year that 44 steps were hewn out
of live rock on the hill in order to give better access to:
St. John's Episcopal Church. During the Civil Ver these
steps were to become known as the 'Bloody Steps! because of
the number of wounded soldiers who sought the sanciuvary af-
forded by the two churches then on the hill."72
68. Scott, Joseph, A Geographical Dictionary: of the United
- States of Norih America, Printed by Archi bald Bartran,
Phlladelph¢8 1805 unpaged

. .7, A Togr Through Part of Virgs
- of 1808, New York, 1809, pp. 8,9.

70. Satterlee, L. D., op. cit., p, 301.

71. Varle, cﬁafies, "Topographic Des_'ittion of Jefferso w':.
1810, p. 32. . DG

72. Dayvhters of ‘Americen Revolution Magazine, October 1953;:6ﬁ;:cit.,
. 1345, L



"Between 1810 and 1820 the Inventive Ingenuity of a Marine
gunsmith developed a rifle which was to play a significant
role in the history of Harpers Ferry as well as of United
States infantry armament..... . John Hall, a regident of
Portland, Maine, received in 1811 a patent on @ breechload-
ing rifle destined to become known as the I[lull Rifle, first -
breechloader to be used by U. S. militery forccs."

Hall's design was accepted by the Wer Department and in
1819, Hell moved to Harpers Ferry in order to supervise the pro-
duction of the new rifie. He was provided with two new buildings

on the Shencndoah to which othicr bulildings and dweliings for the

woriers were soon erec:‘t,ed.’74 Lirs. Fairbairn estimates John Harris

Ilall's contribution as follows:

"iJost important of John Hell's innovctions, was the
achievement for which today he does not have due recosni-
tion: that of iInventing and developing machinery which
made inter-changeability of parts possible, muking present-
day production lines a reality. Congressional records
prove that his achievement of perfection in interchange-

- ability was the first in the world, although experiments
had been conducted by others, notably Eli Whitney, who
today receives popular acclaim for its perfection.”

: By a special act of Congress on 3rd March 1819 the 221
P  - " acre tract which had previously been purchased by the U. §. from
1 : ’

l

\

Potts, Wilson and North on 20 June 1800 was sold on the 2lst'September
B 73. Everhart, Williem C., op. cit., p. 14. For an cxcellent
S ' tcecount of the arms connected with Harpers Ferry sce '
pugesfl4?l9. L :
T4, Ibid., p. 15.
75, The Jeffsrson Republican, 20 Septesber 1951, "John Hall's
Breech-Loaoding Rifle" by Charlotte J. Fairbairm, p. 22.
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1819 Lo John Preecher.

es: "...elthougn ¢ very large sun wes peid by the Wor Depart-

I<s

stat
ment for this right to dij ore viz. $24,000 to General Lee and
342,000 to Potts, Wilson end Horth minus $15,000 for which the

221 acre trach sold and althoush the ore 1s considered as of the

.

very fTirst quallty yet as it hog never been made available to the

L
U. 5. and unless tne Halticnal Foundry should be established (some-

vhere In the neighborhood) it provsbly never can be.....n77

-

A descripiion of the Jrmory in 1821 mentions

"ghirteen two-story brick buildings, facing each other in
two rows, across & geventy foot yzrd..... & mile and a
guirier up the Poltomac & dam had been consirucued which
diverted water into & conal (the 'United Siates Canal'),
4% the irmory this dam was severtl feet zbhove the level
of the yerd, its drop providing the water pover. =

"The area above the Lmnory olong the siope facing the
Potomae was landscaped during this period and planted with

75. There were conflicting claims to the right of digging ore.
iessrs. McPherson and Brien clelmed the right after Thomas C.
ifller hod made en eggreement with Col. Bomford (representing
Lhe U. S. Government) ‘to uupply ore to the U. S. by digging
on this land. In a levter Miller wrote to Coi. 3omford dated
Gebtitysburg, Pa., 20 Juy 103/, he says "....I weat to work
to prepare .iron suitable for Harpers Ferry Arvmory. Already
I have delivered two tons." (National Archives, Washington,
D. C., RG. 153, Office of <whe Judge Advocctie General,

‘I 1litary Reservotion D1v1s10n Reservation File: 1809 1942,
West Virginiz) ILater, Miller was forced off: the land by ine
viorkers of Liessrs. McPherson 2nd Brien, ond so the contest

bezan.

77. ational Archives, Washiaston, D G., RG. 153, Office of the

Judge Aivocate General, jliiitery Reservailon Division,
Reservatlion File 1809-1942,West Virginio-liarpers Ferry |
Areenal, Vest Virginia/Lozin Field Box io. 45, Folder 21.

Letbter probebly from Col. Bomford 12 January 18 37 to Hon.
B. . Butler, becretary of Vexr.

7S 15 reference Lo this sele Col. Bomford. (?

22,

)
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shrubs and flowers addin; & jreat deal to the natural
beauity of the town.

"By thls time the chronicler estimated tae number of
dweliings in the towm as 130. Waile there were as yet no

churcnes, the town boasted four schicol teachners and & cir- 8
culating library as well as @ general store and & {tovern.”

"The cornerstone of the Tirst bridze of modern consitruction
wes laid in October, 1824 with Lewis Wernwag the architect.
This structure spanning tae Pobomac River was 750 feet from
abutment to asbutmens wnd was thought of as a 'hundsome
double wooden bridge’. 9

By 1623 there were 113 ;overnueni-owned tuildinzs lisced at llarpers
Ferry which anluded 3 arsenels snd a neguzine {there seems to be &

-

confusion of terms here), 82 dwelling houses and out bulildings and
o
work shops and appendages.®Y
In 1823 fursher progperity came wo Serpers Ferry in the
form of contracts to vrivate manufaciurers which Lhe roverrment
let in an attempt to expand tae iimited facilities of the Hull

31

¢!

Rifle Works.

78. Hverhart, Williazm C., op. cit. Everhart mentions a menuscript
in the-possession of iirs. E. Bruce Allen, Lioorefield, W. Va.

79. Dictionary of American BlograDhV, edited by Dumas Malone, 1935,
Volume XX, pp. 2,3. Louis Wermwag (Dec.%,1769-Aug.i2 1843)
vas a German who came to Philadelphia c¢. 1786 and became a
ploneer bridge bullder. Ile moved to Harpers Ferry, Va. in
1824 wnere "he purchased the Isle of Viryinlus, and there
coniinued the preparation of his timber."
"4 lebtter from nis son John to Szinuel L. Smedley,
-dated Harpers Ferry, fug. 27, 1874 (Eng 7ineering News,
Aug. 15, 1885, p. 97), Tnciudes a list of twenty-nine
bridges bu.lt by the father dqung hiz active career of
; twenty-seven years. He died at- Harpers erry. " ’
.. 80. fmericun State Pavers, Military [ffairs, Vol. II, pp %82,483.
a Sce Appendix, Part 4L, item 18,

31. -Jefferson Republican, 20 Scptember 1951,
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"Most of these contracts were discontinued because of
inability -to meet Hall's exact.ing standards for inter-
chungeable parts -- a m@nufaCuurlng process in waich Hall
was one of the pioneers."82 :

On August 15, 1828 the chariter of the Potomac Company was surrendered
to the Chesapeake and Ohio Compeny and this actlon was accepted by
a stocknolder's resolution September 10, 1828.83 The Turnpike
Company was organized in 1830 and a stagecoach line linked
Wasnhington, D. C. and Harpers Ferry. |

In 1832 a flood 1s recorded and there must have been
some rebuilding and repairs afterwards. Perhaps this flood caused

the government to secure rights to

"complete and perfect the dams now extending purtly across
the Shenandoah above and nearly opposite the said Gulph
ills."84

Since the estublishment of +the governmenti works at
Harpers Ferry in 1796 there was an ever increasing and continued
economic and industrial growth and in the wake of this boom came -

further developments in the transportation system.
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82. Everhart, William C., op. c¢it., p. 17

83. Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, Annual ﬂ pggt of the
Cnesapeake and tho Canal for the years 1829 to 1840, not

viewed by the wrlter.

" 84. A document from John Strider to’ the United States dated

-~ Jure 27, 1833. Nationzl Archives, Record Group 121, Public
Buildings Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Materlal See
Appendix, Part A, 1tem 18.
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IHE CANAL ANDRD IHE BAILROAD

1. Early Canal Projects
Mention has been made previously of Washington's ideas

about developing a canal along the Potomac and the subsequent

25.

formation of the Potomac Company., Washington had been made presi- :

dent of the Company but he resigned in order to become President
of the United States. From that time on the Potomac Company

languished. From 1786 to 1820 so little was accomplished®” that
an official investigation was made. Following this, the Potomac
Company adopted a resolution on the 3rd of February 1823 to sur-

render the charter they held to a new company.86

A bill was then introduced into the Maryland legisla-
ture for the formation of a mew company - the Potomac Canal
Company - the cost of whose work would be about 1-1/2 million
dollars, to be born by Maryland, Virginia and the District of
%l@ia (each to pay one third). This bill failed to pass the

Maryland legislature because the canal did not propose to reach

Baltimore, a city which was becoming a very important commercial

hub. Consequently, the plan of operation was enlarged to include

85. Hulbert, Archer Butler, Historie Highwavs of Americs, Yolume

13, The Great American Canals Volume I - The Chesapeake and
Ohio Cenal and The Pennsylvenia Canal; Arthur H. Clark Co.,
Cleveland, Ohio, 1904; p. 63.

86. Ibid., pp. 65,66.
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Baltimore (via & canal to the Potomac) to be known as the

"Maryland Cenal Company." A revised bill passed the Virginia
legislature January 27, 1824 and the Meryland legislature on
January 31, 1825. This project, so authorized, becamé known as the

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company.

‘2. The Beginnings of the B. & Q. Railroad

_ Various delays and difficulties resultéd in a period of
inactivity, and it was at this time that the ides of a railroad
from Baltimore to the Ohio River was origineted. It was thought
that railroads might supersede canals as effectively as canals
had superseded turnpike roads. On February 28, 1827, a charter
10 the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company was granted by Maryland
and subsequently confirmed by Virginia on March 8 , 1827, and by
Pennsylvania on Fébrué.ry 22, 1628.57 Thus a 'r'ivalry wag created
in the same territory.gg The success of the Erie Canal now gen-
erated enough enthusiasm among the ranks of the Chesapeake ‘and

" Ohio Cenal Company to cause a ‘bﬁstle of activity. At the same
time, the Baltimore and Ohio hailmad Company was imbued with the
pioneer spirits of invention and’ progress ; for the fery idea of
travel on a road of iron rails was looked on with distrust by
many peo.p.le:. Early in 1828 bothconpanies .were busily engagad in.

makiiig-suzfveys and before long it wes clear that the point o':_“---

- — T e S ( Got S e o - - o

87. Ibid., pp. 98,99.

88. 1Ibid., p. 100.




conflict would be at that place where the railroad approached the
Potomac River.89 The C. & O. Canal Company was evidently first to
realize this for on 10 June 1828 an injunction was obtained against
the railroad company to prevent encroachment on the lands granted
the canal company by charter rights. The B. & 0. then procured

an injunction from Maryland to restrain the canal company. Thus

90 Meanwhile each company was trying to

the legal battles began.
outdo the other and they both planned impressive ceremonial dis-
plays to mark the beginning of actual construction. In an effort
to draw attention away from the railroad, the C.& O. arranged to
have John Quincy Adams, the President of the United States, as
their honored guest on the 4th of July, 1828 in Georgetown, D. C.
The B. & O. immediately countered with the announcement that the
oﬁly surviving signer of the Declaration of Independence, Charles
Carroll of Carrollton, would be their guest of honor at an opening
celebration also to be held on the 4th of July, 1828. On ‘the same
day that John Quiney Adams resolutely planted his spade into the-
earth (and immediately struck a root which caused him So much dif-
ficulty that he had to remove.his coat, roll up his sleeves and

~ force the spade before he could triumphamtly display, to the watch-
 ing crowds, the first earth removed in construction)®® Cherles

Carroll of Carrollton was placing a cornerstone in Baltimore in the

89. Ibid., p. 101,
90. Ibid., p. 102.
91. TIbid., pp. 105,106.
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presence of an estimated seventy thousand people. Fireworks and
stirring speeches followed at both places and the stock of both
companies was teken up quickly.92

Pregident Philip Thomas of the rallroad sent Jonathan
Knight, his chief engineer and Stephen H. Long on an extended
tour to inspect other railroads in the United States, the
British Isles and in France. They left Baltimore on October 20,
1828, and returned in 1829.93

The railroad opened & gtretch of road 12 miies_long
(from Baltimore to Ellicott's Mills) on May 22, 1830.. Many

schemes were formed about the best type of locomotion to be used.

There were ideas of horses walking on emdless belts, steam

engines and Evan Thomas, the brother of the president of the road,

invented a sail-powered machine of which Benjamin Henry Latrobe
said:

"] well recollect the little experimental locomotive of
Mr. Evan Thomas; it was 'a basket body'!, like that of a
sleigh, and had & mast, and, if I recollect, 'a square
sail, and was mounted upon four wheels of equal size'.

It ran equally well in either direction, but of course,
only in that which the wind happened to be blowing at
the time, although it would go with the wind abaft the
beam, but at a speed proportioned to the angle with the
plane of the sails, It was but a clever toy, but had its
use at the time of the showing how little power of pro-
pulsion was necessary upon a railway, compared with the
best of the roads that had preceded 1t."94

- e - - - D @D W e e - - - Ry,

93. W September 1950 Research
Library News by Margaret Talbott Stevens, "Interesting
Letters by B. & 0.'s First Chief Engineer," p. 16.

94. Scherf, History of Marylapd, Volume III, p. 167.
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The "Tom Thumb," a locomotive which had been consiructed
in Baltimore in 1829, ran the 12 miles in 1 hour and 12 minutes
on August 28, 1830.

The Federal Government had subscribed to the C. & O.
Canal Company for 10,000 shares (valued at $1,000,000) and
accordingly the Board of Directors of the railroad company epplied
for similar aid.9? Their application was refused, the supposed
reason being that the president of the canal company happ’en’ed also
to be the chairman of the Committee on Roeds and Canals in the

House of Representatives of the United States.96

3. Reaching the Potomac

Work on both projects continued, but as the engineers
of the railroad became more familiar with the problems imvolved,
it became apparent that their only course was to gain the Potomac
River at "Point of Rocks" (twelve miles below Harpers Ferry) and
to follow the river from that place, Failing this, an immense
tunnel would be required and this was, to them, a financial impos-
sibility. To add to their difficulties, it was decided in the
Court of Appeals, in 1832, to reverse the injunction of the

. Chancery Court of Maryland and to sustain the C. & 0. Company in

29.

its right-of-way along the Potomac. The railroad tried desperately

to effgct some kind of gompromise, for this was a potential death

95. Hulbert, Archer Butler, op. cit., p. 114.

96. TIbid., p. 114.
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blow to the organization, but the canal company refused to listen,
believing they had gained the final victory in this bitter fight.
The Maryland legislature obtained a compromise on May 9, 1833

in which both enterprises were to pass through the disputed land.
The railroad, of course, was forced to submit to distasteful terms
in order to remein in existence. They (B. & 0.) were compelled
to subseribe to 2,500 shares of C. & 0. stock, amounting to
$266,000, and the canal company was designated to build the
railroad through the contested territory. Jonathan Knight, the
chief engineer of the B. & 0.,wrote:

"I have enjoyed good health this winter but have been con-
fined making calculations, estimates, drawings, and reports
relative to railroads. We have been stopped at the point
of Rocks, that is, at a point 12 miles below Harpers Ferry
where our route first strikes the Potomac River 68 miles
from Baltimore, in consequence, of the suit with the Canal
Company for the prior right of way having been decided
against the railroad and in favor of the canal, and we have
not yet decided how we shall proceed from thence."97

On May 7, 1832, he also wrote from East Bethlehem, Pa.:

“In a few days I shall return to Baltimore where we are
finishing the railroad to the point of Rocks at the Potomac
12 miles belew the Harpers Ferry and 68 miles from Baltimore.
To this point and to Fredrickstown there has been laid a
track and the 2nd track will be laid the present summer -~
upon the one track, however, the cars have been running
since the first of the December last without interruptlon
fran the winter or other cause....”

The railroad wag complete to a point opposite Harpers Ferry on the

. Maryland side of the Potomac by December 1, 1834, bnt here again a

- o = -

'97. Baltimore and Ohio M&g&zine, September 1950 op ci’o., p. 16.

98, Ibid., p. 48.
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delay was incurred. According to the terms of the compromise, the
railroad could not go beyond this point until the canal was com-
plete to Cumberland, Maryland (1840 being the meximum time allowed
for this construction) .99 Now that the competition from the
railroad had been temporarily removed, work on the canal declined.
By June of 1834 the canal had cost $4,062,991.25 and 78 miles
still remained to be built. More help was needed and so Marylend
appropriated nearly two million dollars (the amount requested) on
March 7, 1835. This action saved the canal, but probably the only
reason it was taken was because so much money had already been
tied up in the project. The C. & O. Company then begen to run
more accurate estimates for the final construction and discovered
they had badly underestimated their own financial needs. Instead
of the two million dollars they had asked for, they now required
three and a half million dollars.l®C The people of Lﬁryland
naturally were disturbed over this matter, and again it seemed as
if the canal were doomed. The railroad backers now saw an Oppor-
tunity to gain the advantage, and so they joined the C. & 0. people
and raised pleas to the State Government of Maryland. Their sucQ
cess was overwhelming. On June 3, 1835, the so-c#lled “Eight
Million Dollar Bill" passed the Marylend legislature. The

eppropriations in the bill were ag follows:

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company $3,000,000
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company 3,000,000

Maryland Canel Compeny 500,000
Annapolis Canal Company -~ 500,000
$8,000,000

99, Hulbert, Archer Butler, op. ¢it., p. 119.
100, Hulbért, Archer Butler, op. cit., p. 123.
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By far the most important part of the bill to the railroad company,
however, was an allowance made to the B. & 0. to eascend the Potomac
Valley. At this time the canal was complete only to Holman's

Dam, about 26 miles above Harpers Ferry.lo1 In Baltimore there
was é salute of 100 guns and accompanying fireworks, for now f.he
city's prosperity seemed more certain, The bill also allowed

the citizens to subscribe to B. & 0. stock, and three million
dollars' worth was ’r.rmuaac’c.ed.102 The B. & 0. Compsny now found
themselves with assets which had increased six million dollars

in one year !103

4. The Railroad Wins

The financial distress of 1837 delayed construction on
both projects, and it was not until 1839 that work of any con-
sequence was again commenced. The railroad rapidly bushed on.
By the end of 1842 Cumberland, Meryland had been reached, and by
January of 1853 it was open all the way to Wheeling, West Virginia,
on the Ohio River. Thus a dream had come true. The dreams of
the canal men, however, were not to come true., In December of
1838 the canal again asked Maryland for enough assistance to com-
plete the canal to Cumberlend. A committes was &ppointed, but
instead of State aid, they advised Federal aid and finally an Act

‘was passed April 5, 1839, for this aid. By Decembei.18_39 another

- am

101. Hulbert, Archer Butler, op. eit., p. 123,
102. Ibid., p. 123.

~103. For an account of the B, & 0. Railroad at Harpers Ferry, see
W 34=36.
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application for assistance was asked and denied and the company had
to issue script in 1840.104 Further pleas were presented in December |
1840 and in March 1841, which failed, but on 5 April 1841 an addi-
tionel loan of two million dollars was granted on certain conditions.
These were not met, and the Act was later repealed. For some time
private contractors had continued the construction, believing that
the State or the U. S. Government would surely support the opera-
tion, but now they stopped.]'05 Again in December of 1841 an aﬁpeal
was made and no action resulted. Now another tragedy occurreﬁ |
Floods in April and September of 1843 caused demages to some of
the finished areas of the canal, placing the company in a state of
further financial distress.

In December 1844 aid was asked, and an Act which waived
the liens of the State on the canal was passedj-;c’n March 10, 1844.
Work commenced in 1845 but was stopped Jume 1 ,. 1846. There were a
series of floods doing great damage to the canal in 1846 and 1847.
Work was again started in 1847. The canal was finally finished to
Cumberland in October 1850 after a brief delay in construction from
March to July. The total distancé from Weshington, D. C. to
Cumberland, Maryland, along the east bank of the Potomac, was

185-7/10 miles and the total cost was $11,071,176.21. -

104. Hulbert, Archer Butlef,-op. cit., pp. 130-135, km/ of the
above appeals and Acts are mentioned here. '

105, Ibid., p. 135.
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5. The B. & 0. Crosses the Rivert9®

The proposed B. & 0. railroad line &t Harpers Ferry was .
surveyed in 1832-1833. In order to save the problems of -'running
the line over Government-owned property, it was first decided to
construct a bridge from a point on the Maryland shore (cmespond-
ing with the present location of the bridge on that side) across
what was' later known as Byrne's Island to the Virginia sﬁore at the
extreme upstream end of the Govermment land. Several years aftor
this decision, a Government employee at the Armory named Patrick
Byrnes took a patent out in Maryland and claimed possessioﬁ_pf_
Byrnes Island (even though it actually had been in Government -
possession for aver 40 years). The Baltimore & Ohio Reilrocad
Company then purchased this island from Byrneé, not aware that.
there might be a questio_z‘z of title. It was realized that in order
to provide flood protection for the line, an expensive high wall
or causeway would have to be consiructed in solid masonry. It
was further believed that the curremt of the stream would be im-
paired by this structure. For these reasons the original proposed
line of crossing had to be abandoned. The elternative was to run
a bridge straight across. th'e‘-river with stione abuiments and aréhéd

spans aftez- having obtained Government perniss:.on for a rlght-of-ny

106. lbat of the information contamed in this section of the
paper was taken from the following document, which is repro-
duced in full in the Appendix, Part A, item 29: National
Archives, Washington, D. C. m 121, Public Buildings Service,
Harpers Ferry Leminated Materlal, "Statement. of Facts in the
Harper's Ferry Case - The Govermment ve. The Baltimore &

Ohio Railroed," 13 peges, c. 1875 by ¥. C. Adams,
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on the Virginia gide of the river., Since in fhis scheme the bridge
‘met the Virginia (later West Virginia) shore at the center of lower
Harpers Ferry, at the south end of the Armory property, the engineers
had to decide whether the line should follow the bank of the river
(the most valuable part of the land) or whether the route should

be along the bluff on the west side. After an investigation, it

was discovered that to run the line along the bluff would cost more
than & million dollars, becau.ée it would be necessary to cui through
over a mile of'bl_uerock, and in the process a county road would

have to be relocated. Accordingly, the request for the right-of-way
was made for the route along the river bank, The railroad was |
unpopular and Congress refused this authority, contending that the
property was too valuable and also that Govei-nment bulldings would

be in constant danger of fiz_-e because of sgparks from the wood burn-
ing locomotives., The railroad officials decided to wait, and two
years later (1836) an administrative agreement was drawn up between -
Joel R. Poinsett Seeretary of Wer, and. Louis McLane, President |
of the Baltimore and Ohio Rallroad 107 permitting the rallroad to
run,a single track along the Armory property. This agreement
stipilated that a width of not more than thirty feet should be teken
" and that an outer retaining wall should be built (leaving & suf-
ficient space between this wall and the Government wall— tor a free

107. National Archives, Washmgton, D. C., RG 121, Public Bnildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Casé No. 15, (ms). For a full trane -
scription of thi__s agreement, see Appendix, Part A, item 27,
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water-course) and finally that nothing should be done to injure
the Armory property. In the final analysis it can be said that

the Baltimore and. Ohio Company did not comply fully with the agree-
ment. The roadway was built up to a 60' width in one place and a
double track was laid throughout the Armory property. The Company
also took over a large amount of ground for workshops and timber-
yards and put up a watering station on the Shenandosh. These .
things were 81l done in violation of the agreement and without

any Supplénental authority.

6. After the War

Immediately after the Civil War in 1866 the B. & 0. Company
applied to Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War, for authority to
straighten the itrack and change its position from the river front
to th_e bluff side of the Govermment property. This was to avoid
the sharp curve at the end of the bridge and also the crossing of |
the Government cenal (which had already been damaged becausg._t'.he_‘
raiiroad bridge had not been built in compliance with the 1836 _
agreemenf). The Wer Department gave authority for thié action but
stated that the county road would have 1o be regraded' and widened
‘and thet all demeges caused by this comstruction should be paid for.

Again the B. & 0. Company decided that the expenses
involved in this plan would be too great, and so they abapdoned
the idea. They then began to straighten the existing line. A

wooden trestle was placed direetly in the center of the Govermént
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canal. This checked the natural flow of water and created & heavy
bank of sand on one side of the canal, which caused such a strong
backwater that the outer wall of the canal gave way. Stone abut-
ments were also erected on both sides of the canal. Alarmed at
these events, the Army sent Colonel Simpson of the Engineer Corps
to make an examination of the situation. His report censured the
railroad and recommended that they should be held responsible for
all damages suffered. The B. & 0. Company offered apologies and
stated that they intended to purchase the property at the impend-
ing Govermment sale in 1869. The Government , apparently satisfied.,
took no action. In the advertisements it is interesting to vnote
that no mention was made of the fact that the main B, & 0. l.ine
was on gome of the property which was offered for sale. About |
two weeks before the event it was believed that rumors were spread
by railroad employees that the Government did not have a clear
title to the land. This story was placed in the newspapers, and it
proba‘bly caused some prospective purchasers to drop out. The
railroad, thus free of some of the competition, deseribed the
property as being worth thirty to forty thousand dollars, but at
the sale they finally bid $175,000,

One Captain Francis C. Adams of Washington, not dis-
mayed by these tactics, made a higher bid, however, with the idea
: ihat he could require the reilroad to pay for its 'oc_c!ipation of
the land. The compeny claimed the sale was unfair.bec.zause they

had not been properly informed of the position the Government was
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to take about the property. A water-power company was formed by
the new property owner with George H. Plant as President. They “
began to improve the Armory property by building a new lock a’g the
dem, new headgates and repairing the wasteways. Notice was served
on the B. & 0. Company that the next work would be on the canal in
which the railroad had previously placed a wooden trestle; In
view of the indifferent attitude takeh by the railroad, the water~
power company threatened to be forceable and to take up the |
track. The railroad then sent a group of guards to protect tﬁe
property and got & cowrt injunction to keep the water-power c-.om:pa.nj,7
from interferihg with the B. & 0.'s operations. The water-power
company countered with & cross injunction which brought up a ques-
tion of title, which had to be resolved by court action.
The case for the railroad was based on three main poihts:
A, That a large portion of the disputed land belonged
to Maryland and not to Virginia as claimed by the
Government.
B, That the B. & 0. Company hed a title under the Byrnes
patent. |
C. That the Poinseti agreement was a pre-eminent right-
The water-power company had toa'top .'ork and agk the Govemeﬁt ':to
make its bitle good. The Government filed a bi11 of eJectment and
after two years' delay the case was argued at Wheeliﬁg; W. Va,

before U. §. District Judge Jackson. An opinion in favor of the
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108 with the following

‘reilroed was delivered November 17, 1875,
action on the three points of the B. & 0. case:

A. Disposed of the title claim based on the purchese

of the island from Patrick Byrne. |

B. Disposed of the.claim that the property in question

wes mostly in Merylend.

C. Upheld the Poinsett agreement of 1838.

During the Civil War the canal proved to be of consider-
able help in supplying the axrmies in the field and in transporting
passengers and commercial goods. Coal from the mines near
Cumberland was the chief commodity. The railroad bridges were
destroyed . several times, but the canal was always operative excépt
in times of flood. After the Civil War the canal became & palitical
toplc until the flood damage in 1889. The state refused further
aid and the canal was abandoned. Once more litigation was sought
and a half-million dollars was allotted for repairs. In 1891
traffic was aegain resumed but in 1924 use of the canel stopped

after a flood. In 1938 the United States purchased it.

7. Harpers Ferry during the Canal and Railmad Development
| Besides the changes brought abont by the canel and the

railroad, other events marked the physloal history of Harpers Ferry
in the yeara :ledding up to thq Civil War period.

108. Nationel Archives, vfaahington, D. C., RG 121, public Bﬂ:ild:[.ngs
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (printed) , "Distriet
Court of the United States for the Digtrict of West Virginia -
Opinion of the Court, Nov. 17, 1875," 9 pages. A complete
transcript of thls document ia :tnolndod in the Appendix Part A,
item 29. :
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St. Peters Catholic Church was built in 1833 on land
which was a gift from two brothers and a sister - James B. Vl_ager,
Gerald B. Wager and Sarsh Amn Wager.lo9 |

The Government works were expanded and improved. Con-
tracts were awarded for new dwelling hou.'ses.l_l0 Additional work
on existing duildings was also aceomplished.lll

As early as 1836 mention is made of a Mational Foundryll?
in the correspondence of General Rust, who, writing in reference to
“Friend's Ore bank," says: "From the representations of the Ore,
it might be of great value however to the Govermment, in the event
of the establishment of the National Foundry in the District which
is in contemplation."” The increased transportation facilities at
Harpers Ferry made this proposed operation more feas:’_.ble. The ore
would be sent from the Harpers Ferry. area to the foundryr and then,

- after processing, back to the Armory. |
On the twenty-third of May, 1834 John Quincy Adams;:iith

109. Ihe Jeffarson Republigan, 20 September 1951, op. cit., p. 8.
In 1830 Harpers Ferry was first considered as a parish of
the Romen Catholic¢ Church.

110, National Archives, Washington, D. C., RG 156, Office of the
Chief of Ordnence, Contract Book No. 13, pp. 79-80. A full
transeript of this contract (which was located by Mr. Kissling
of the Harpers Ferry staff) will be tound in the Appendlx,
Pa.rt A, item 17.

111. Ibid. s PP. 190-191, A copy of this contract (which was
located by Mr. Kissling of the Harpers Ferry staff) will be
found in the Appendix, Part A, item 19.

112. A foundry is a buildmg where the casting of metal takes
Place, . :
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a Congressional party, traveled from Georgetown to Harperis' f-‘eﬁrry on
.the canal. Excerpts from his diary concerning this frip follov: '

“There we found iwo cenal boats, one of them cast iron
I entered the largest of the twe boats. : i

"We reached Harper's Ferry about nine in the evening, -
and, with the aid of Mr. Mercer and of the agent of the
Gorporatlon I was quertered in the house of General Ruet,
the Superintendent of the National Armory at this place.....
At one o'clock we all dined together at the inn, and after

" dipner first visited the Armory, where the rifles are made;
but the works are not comparable to those at Springfield.
We then ascended the hill which overlooks the College, and :
rested at the residence of Captain Jobn P. Hall,wil

It was on November 23, 1843 that John Quincy Adans again “
passed through Harpers Ferry, and his notation in his dia.ry 'h-J.ch
follows indicates no great change in the appearance of tm tom

"Herpers Ferry I remember with pleasing and sad recollections
of the Congress party from Georgetown, in the iron canal boat,
on the Chesapeeke and Ohio Canal in Jume, 1834 It looks .
much now as it did then.®l : _

A telegraph line wag routed from Baltinﬁr'e “to Cumberland,
by way of Ha.rpers Ferry, in 1848. ‘

. In the summer of 1850 over 100 people ot Harpers Fen'y
d:Led of Asiatlc Cholera and Barry remarks that "‘r.he businass of

. the place suffered severely wll5

© 113. Adems, Charlee Francis (editor), Msmolrs of John Quinoy

o Adams, 1876, Volume IX, pp,340-142. A emall engraving of
Harpers Ferry in 1835, showing the brldge across ‘the Potomac
River, may be found in Dutienlo _ ge nach Norge B,
Stuttcart , 1835, fao;lnc page 81 et C o

114. Ibid Volume XI,p 440.

115. . Barry, ,Jogeph,- op. cit., p‘,,‘.».‘__!l-;




It was also in 1850 that St. John's Lutheran Church was
erected on land which was a gift from the Goverrment.ll6

According to an Act of Congress dated 3 March 1819 allow-
ing the Secretary of \Iar.to sell "certain military sites" and an
additional Act of Congress deted 28 April 1828, which inecluded
(among other things) arsenmals in this autﬁorization, the Secretary
of War annouﬁced that a sale‘ of Govermment property would be made
at Harpe_is Ferry on the 1st and 2nd of September, 1852. An index
lmap of the blocks and loté _conce?ned _.wa's ‘prepared py S. H_o'ell"
Brown, Surveyor of Jefferson County, 'Virginiﬁ. ‘The workmen at the
Armory were allowed to purchase not more than two lots apiece
but were given eagier -iems than the rest of the puréhasers. The
terms required that all purchasers should pay one quarter of the
total price in cash and the balance in one and two years from the
date of the sale. The ‘workmen were allowed one, two, three and
four years to pay. 4 total of 224 lots were listed as sold, 51 of
them to the worlmen. o

Agein on the l7th of Februnry 1853 the Secreta.ry of War
- held a further sale, the tems remaining the same The sale
included "the lots contained .fin the five blocks on the cliffs on.
the Potomac River. Four of these blocks contain twenty-t'o 10’03 R
_most of them sixty feet rront by one hundred and thirty-m feet

_'.:'"deep. One bloek eontains seven 1¢-t._§,cf different smes___- from

116. The Jefferson Republicenm, 20 September 1951, op. cit., p. 27.
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tlo-fii‘th_s 'of an acre to two acres each."117

A new arsenal wﬁs proposed about 1854, but evidentiy‘no -
further action was taken in this matter.l® However, in the fol';- |
lowing deseription of Harpers Ferry printed in 1855 a conbidarable,
‘number of arms are mentioned as being stored in the arsenal, and
there is little doubt that there was definite need for another
new building:119 |

"The village is compactly, though irregularly built around
the base of a hill, and is the center of considereble trade.
It contains four or five churches, several manufactories

and flouring mills, a United States armory in which about

250 hands are employed, producing, among other articles, some
10,000 muskets annually, and & nationasl arsenal. In the =
latter are continually stored from 80,000 to 90,000 stand |
of arms. As these are subject to the orders of the executive
department at Washington, the deficiencies recurring fmu '
time to time are supplied from the factories."120

On June 28 , 1859, about three o'clock in the affernoon; :

a tornado passed through the area of Harpers Ferry' Its effect

- - - - = e e o -

117. National Archives, Washington, D. C., RG 121, Public Build-
ings Service, YDeeds From United States - Ha:rpers Ferry,"
Ordnance 0ffice, Bound volume c¢. 14" x 20", Newspaper

. 'elipping glued inside front cover, .p., c. 1853 R

118, National Archives, Washington, D. C., RG 156, Ordnance Offlce,
' ~ Speeial File Box No. 28 (ms) (lmrandm from
to Col. Baker, July 19,.18545

119. On each of the maps dated 1835, which are listed a8 items 4

. - and 5 in the Appendfx, Part C, an "(0ld Amnal" and 2 "New
Argenal® building ‘deé shown. This meana’ thet from the date’
of the first building (c. 1800 ?) to sgme time previous ‘bo
1835 there was such an expansion that @ new storeplace was
needed¢ #nd provided. From the date of this new building
(pre 1835) to 1854 then, a'period of at least 20 years,
there was evidently a furthe&' nud t‘or space. -

120. Imarda, Richard, Statigtical Qeme
S Ixagja' nichm, 1855, P. 263,- ‘_ .



was evidentaily slight according to the following description:

"A fine covered bridge that crossed the Shenadoah about
500 yds. above its mouth was lifted from its piers and
completely overturned into the bed of the strep.m."l?-l
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|  RARI D |
THE ¥AR AND AEIERNARDS

Very little damage was sustained by Harpers Ferry bulldings
during the John Brown raid of October, 1859 ,122 but from the start
of thé Civil War to recent times there have been a whole series of
tmfavbrable events which merk tha decline of the town. The m..st
physical destruction was caused during the Wer. The situation was
a particularly unfortunate §né , being within reach of both Confederate
and Union forces throughout ‘the entire conflict.l?? The first
calamity occurred on the night of May 18, 1861, when Captain Jones,
fearing that the Armory would fall into the hands of approaching
Confederate Troops, set fire to the bulldings and abandoned the
pPlace. 124 Before .the' advancing foreces had arrived, however, some

of the townspeople, afraid of losing their 11velihood ‘had extin-

‘gulshed the fire in the shops and had nanaged to save not only the

‘buildings but the machmery as 'ell. The arsenal itself, __a]_.ong

with some 17,000 arns, was totally des‘broyed, but V.. valuable' -

machmery, toola , lerge quantities oi‘ naterial and many thousands

- e g - amam

122. Robert E. Lee, J.E.B. Stuart, Thamas J. ("Stonewall") Jackson

and (General) .Ioseph E. Johnston were - all involved in the raid.

' r-"."'123. Durlng the ¢ivil War the two inporftant northern invasions

by the contoderacy followod that mute near Harpers I-‘erry

12 .;l‘elegram from Capt. Jones to Ma.j E Sibley, May 24 P 1861
" National Archives~ Record Group 92, Office of the
Quartermaster General, COnsolldated COrrespondence Fa.le
1’794-1915, Box 377. o

.
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128, Teid., p. 67.
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of unfinished musket and pistol parts were saved, all of which

were 'priceleés to the Confederacy, and were in fact the 'hea.r_t'

" of Confederate Ordnance."125

Harpers Ferry was then occupied by the Confederates for
about two months, during which time the machinery was dismantled. -
"Bverything seized was sent by rail to Winchester, the

terminus of the railroad, -thence by wagons to Strausburg,
where the Ihnasaas Gap Rwy received it and carrled it to .

Richmond . n126
’rhere it was stored tenporarlly in tobacco varehouses g becauae
the Virginia State Arnary was belng reaovated The machinery tor.'
manufacturing the short nodel 1841 rifle was shipped to Fayetteville , |
North Carolina, where production was started in ‘the. spring of 1862
"In March, 1865 upon the approach of Sheman' s army, the
Fayetteville machinery was loaded on cars and taken to
Egypt, Chetham County and secreted in an old q:l.ae. ;. 'The
Federals learned of this and .in Mey, a force of men with
80-mule teams was sent in after it. Nearly all of the
machinery was recovered and taken to Raleigh."l27

(h the 1.4th of June, 1861 the Confederate force blev

L up tho rnlroad bridze » burned the main arnory bulldinga and left

the tom. Two veeks 1ater, _on the 28t.h of June, Colonel Faullcner'
forces enterod the town and burned the Rifle Factery, ‘desiroyed
the Shenandoah Bridge and sone railroad stock, 133 ltr Herr's

125. Albaugh, Williem A, and Simmons, Edm-a u., edera
';-'rhe Stackpole Oonpany, Herrisburg, Pounsylvania 1957, p 228._

S L

71260 oid., P 228,

Sme

127. Ibid., p. 219.
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buildings on Virginius Islandl29 were rendered inactive by the
Federal troops under the coﬁma.nd of Lt. Col. Andrew. His idea
was to reactivate them when the proper moment presenfed itgelf;
however, his plans went awry when Confederate cavalry forced entry
into the town and burned the extensive mill works, the date being
about the 16th of October 1861,130

One of the more destructive incidents occurred after a
Union scout had been shot by a sniper in February of 1862. Major
Tyndale sent his troops into that part_of the town in which the
sniper had hidden with orders to burn everything between the armory
end the railrosd bridge, including Fouk's Hotel,l3l

Lincoln visited McClellan in 1862 end stayed ﬁt the 0dd
Fellows Hall, now said to be the home of the oldest f.bdge in West
Virginia.l?2 By the winter of 1862 almost all.of the former
residents of Harpers Ferry had left the tomn, Only a few of the
older ¢itizens remained.133 During the course of the War the
Presbyterian Church ha.d been used as a horse stable and gua.rd

house, the Methodist Church was destroyed by vandalism and the

129. The 1sland covered an area of ébout 13 acres. Before the War

there were 28 neat dwellings, one flour mill, one cotton
factory, one earriage factory, one sawmill, ‘'one machine shop
and one foundry on the island

130. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 76.
131. Ibid., p. 76. .

132, Daughters of the American Revo ution Magazine, October, 1953,

op. clt., p. 1147

133. Ba.rry, Joseph op. ci‘b., p. '76.
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Lutheran Church had been used as a hospital and hed suffgred con-
sidereble damage. Further destruction is recorded in a letter from

the corporate authorities of Harpers Ferry written in 1872,

"Two of our school houses were pulled down during the war by
the United States soldiers and the bricks afier being used in
the camps were sold by the United States ordnance officer

here ..... the third and only remeining one, after having

been used almost constantly for a hospital and greatly damaged,
was repaired at the expense of the town ..... We have neither
town-house nor_jail, the jail also having been destroyed dur- -
ing the war,"13 - .

The railroed bridge was destroyed and rebuilt nine times during the
course of the conflic‘r..13 s Of all the buildings in the armory group
only the Fire Engine House escaped destruction.13 6
The Govermment was never again to manufacture arms at
Harpers Ferry, Immediately after the war there was a certain
amount of rebuilding,137 and the hope was that the town once again
woul& flourish. Mr. Herr sold his 13 acre island to .the firm of

Childe and McCreight of Springfield, Ohio in July, 1867, and a

134. Letter of July 5, 1872, from the corporate authorities of .
Harpers Ferry. National Archives, Record Group 121, Publie
Buildings Service, West Virginia File Drawer No. 28.

1350 Bm‘ry, Joseph, Op. Cit., po 87.
136' Ibi L) p' 88

137. Tbid., pp. 53-58 Barry states that between 1865 amd 1869
Mathew Quinn, Daniel Ames and J. M. Decaulne each had erected
"splendid houses since the War” with the lower floors being
used as storerooms and the upper floors being used es dwell-

- _'ings. He also remarks that Mr. Murthagh Walsh "has erested
2 similar house on the &ite of the old and well-known Deren
store” and that a frame building which was built towards the
cloge of the War “supplies the place of the old 'Wager Hotel'"
which was deatroyed by Federal Troops in 1862.
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large force of men were employed for 15 months repairing the pla.cei.l-38
Even some of the armory buildings were placed into service again,.thié
iime by the Quartermaster Troops, who put floors and roofs in them;139
but, in general, the property of the Government was allowed to
deteriorate badly. The Presbylerian Church was repeired, as were

the Catholic and the Lutheran Churches.l40 New constructionlincludéd
a new Methodist Church and several new houses.

John Storer of Sanford, Maine, in February 1867, offered to
donate $10,000 towards the foundation of a school for Negroes some-
where in the South, providing some organization would match the offer.
After various arrangements and meetings (in which Dr. 0. B. chenqy,
‘then President of Bates College, and Rev. N. C. Brackett,@fi_ﬁi}ip;ciét
missionary, played active roles)it was decided ihat Harpe;$ iqiry
would bé the proper site for this school, and accordingly a farm of
150 acres was acquiréd on Bolivar Heights. In June 1867 $4,000
‘was raised at a public meeting held at Fairﬁort, New York. A promise
of $6,000 was obtained'frOm-General 0. 0. Howard of the Freedmaﬁ'a
Bureeu in Washingtom, D. C. Dr. Cheney went to see James A, Gerfield
in an effort to secure a grant of Governﬁent land on Camp Kill. bAs;

a result of this plea, four large briek mansions, former residences

138. Ibiq., P. 93.

139. A letter from D. J. Young to Brevet Major A. B. Dyer, dated
March 12, 1866. National Archives, Record Group 92, Office
of the Quartermaster General, Consolidated Correspondence
File 1794-1915, Box 377.

140. Barry, Joseph, op. ¢it., p. 93.
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of,.oi‘fi.c.ers_ of tliel Govermnent Iorke_, were acquired.lllfl On Monday,
October 2nd, 1867, Storer College commenced instruction in "mcivo,od
Heuse“ wi'th. l9 'pupi];e._ The f.‘arm, which hed peen purchased previ-_ b

' fously, was, in part divided into lots, which were sold ‘and the

' {remainder oi_f the _property was cul.tiv&ted in order to provide finan- -

i “foi'al' assietance. In 1868 Lincoln Hall, a boarding house for nale

."etudents , Was built and 1in March of that year a charter was granted .

.the Bchool by the State of West Virginia. ’l‘he school grew over the
yeare until ’ in 1950 ’ there were 274 pupils and nine buildings |
covering an area of 30 aerea.l“‘?_ ' -
_‘ o Since ‘the Government . works at Harpers Ferry had been
destroyed during the Givil War s it was decided to a.llow private
| errterpriee the privilege of using the excellent water power avail- -
| able t.here. Accordingly, _Congress passed an Act dated 15 December
"1868 directing the - Secretary of War to conduct a pnblic auetion
.of the Goverment lands y holdings and water power privileges , and
this ias carried ottt én Novmer 30 ‘and Decenber I:B't and 2nd, 1869,
"""‘the total biﬂ being $279,303 . Included dn the sale were:
. (l) The waterpover tmd grounds on whioh the arsenal , a.rmories and
| fantériee tormerly atood (2) A.n or; bank, (3) A i‘erry privilege
‘ -.and (4) A ls.rge mnber of bulldm 1ots. The s&le ‘was on credit
_and captain r ;c. Adamz:f Waahinaton, D C., vaa the hi@est

(4
’

141, House of Representattves neport No. 1525, ) mﬁw&l Archives o l. g
Record Group 121, Public. Buildings Service, ﬁdrpers Ferry n
No 390 w.;cellaneous.

bﬂl‘1951, op 'ucit., p. 6. R
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bidder, offering $206,000 for the chief item consisting of the
water power and the armory and rifle factory grounds. He was
given one and two years' time for payment. Many of the poorer
citizens of Harpers Ferry, encouraged by the prospect thus of-
fered of a thriving private industry in their town, purchased
240 lots for the aggregate sum of $73,303.50, on similar credit
terms. Shortly efter the sale handbills were circulated in the
town announcing that Senator Sprague of Rhode Island was to address
the populace on "The Future of Harpers Ferry." The distinguished
speaker never érrived and, upon investigation, it was discovered
that he was completely ignorant of the affair.l43 It gradually
became evident that Captain Adams and his partners were nothing
but irresponsible speculators who sought only to sue thelBaltimore
and Chio Railroad because their tracks were laid on the armory
property.l44

| At this critieal point the town experienced one of the
most disasireus floods of its history. .Thg flqod lasted two days,
sfarting on Friday, September 30, 1870. The water rose éix feet
in four minutes and Virginius Islapd, Overton Island and the down-

town section of the town were under water. The covered bridge of

- = v o =

- - -

143. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 108.

144. It is unfortunate, indeed, that Capt. Adams and his partners -
.7 din fraud produced such a high bid for the Baltimore amd Ohio
~Railroad was plamning to set up & rolling mill on the armory
site, a legitimate enterprise. This statement is found in
Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 109.
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the railroad was washed away, and a total of some seventy houses

in Harpers Ferry were lost, as well as forty-two 1ives.l4§ The
flood, of course, greatly diminished the value of the property.
Furthermore, very little was done to maintain or Improve the arpory
and rifle factory properties afterwards. The Government wags
unable to collect the money due on the bonds and was finally com-
pelled to enforce its vendor's lien. The armory and rifle fac-
tory properties were bought back at a fraction of the original |
price. Sinée the majority of the small lot purchasers were poor
people and could not meet the terms of purchase, Cohgress passed

an Act on June 14, 1878, which authorized the Solicitor of the
Treasury to release them from their obligations by the cancellation
of their contracts and also to meke possible & resale of the ﬁrop?
erties. In the period between sales, the properiy on which the
armory and rifle works had stood was allowed fb further deteri-
orate and much of the iron was stolen because né.whtchnen had been
employed for protection.l‘e OGnly twelvc of the. purchasere of

1869 hed built new houses and 122 of the lots were listed as still

vacanx.l47

145. Barry, Joséph; op. cit., pp. 96-104 .There is presented
here a deacription of the flood in all its terrifying aspects.

146, From an 1nspect10n report from Willlam E. Anderson to Jemes D.
Butt, dated September 10, 1877. National Archives, Becord
Group 121, Public Bui;dings Service, Harpers Ferry Case Ho 155,

147. Cancelled bonds from the sale of December 6, 1869, Nationmal
Archives Record Group 121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers
Ferry File No. 387, Cancelled Bonds R ,
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In 1877, the year before the resale, 8 flood of ihe
Potomac River almost destroyed the C. & Q. Canel. The hope of
reviving the town through the reestablishment of industry also
motivated the sale of 1878, but considerable trouble developed
because the titles and rights to the land had been confused and }
clouded. Further sales were held in 1880, 1881 and 1884148 but
unfortunately the dreams of renewed prosperity were never aéhin
realized. The water power at Harpers Ferry became less and less
important as new developments.and techniques in industrial power
became feasible. A great flood in 1936 inundated the lower part_ 
of the town and destroyed bridges, further discouraging business.
Squatters began moving into the deserted buildings. ke

In the meantime, an Act of Congress of August 21, 1935,
authorized the Secretary of the Interior to undertake prese;vatidn
of historie étructures under the NatiohaliPark Service. On April 9,
1936, at a meeting at Harpers Ferry, Arno B. Cammerer, Director
of the National Park Service, expressed himself as being who;e—
heartedly in favor of establishing & Haiional Historié_Site
there.149 In a meeting of National Park Service officers and.cén-

. gressmen on the 17th of February, 1938, it was disclosed that the

l_‘Departnent of the Interior had been voriiﬁg on this for the preced-~

ing 22 months. Harpers Ferry National Monument was established

143; See Appendix, Part A, items 32, 33 and 35.

149. Shepherdstown Register, April 9, 1936, Shepherdsto'n, West
Virginia, "Big Time at Harpers Ferry." . .
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by an Act of Congress dated June 30, 1944. It was to be in the

duel state area of Maryland and West Virginia and was not to exceed
1500 acres.190 By 1952 Maryland hed made $40,000 available for land
purchases, and the Conservation Commission of the State of West
Virginia had procured $350,000. Finally, by a deed dated January 16,
1953, about 500 acres of land at Harpers Ferry was donated to the
United States.

- en ow mp o

150.  Public Law 386, 78th Congress, Chapter 328, 2nd Session.
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PART A

DOCUMENTS




Item

4.
5,

o.

10,

11.

1782,
1794,

1796,

1796,

1796,

1797,

179,

1800,

1800,

1. _Trangcribed Docymentg

September 26 - Robert Harper's Last Will

April 2 - An Act of Congress providing for the
erecting and repairing of Arsenals and Magazines

January 28 - A letter from Timothy Pickering to
Tobias Lear relative to the United States pur-
chase of land at Harpers Ferry for the egtablisgh-
ment of an arsenal

February 26 - A letter from Toblas Lear %o
Timothy Pickering steting thet property at Harpers
Ferry was purchased for the United States

June 15 - A warranty deed, John Wager, Sr. et ux.
to the United States for a 20-acre island and
the “Harpers Ferry ’rract" in Berkeley County )
Virginia -

February 20 - A warranty deed, Thomas R\rbherford o

et al, to the United States for land in Berkeley .
County, Virginia .

November 22 - A warranty deed, Thomas Wilson
to the United States for 196 acres and 18 poles
of land in Berkeley County, Virginia

May 8 - A warrenty deed, Henry Lee et ux. to the

United States for the irom ore and the right to
dig ore in 1600 acres of land in Berkeley County,
Virginia

Jue 1 - A warranty deed, William Wilson et al.
to the United States for 4 acres and 50 roods

of land near the "Keep Tryste Furnace”

1800,

1800,

Jue 20 - A warrénty deed, George North et al,
to the United States far 1, acres and 42 roods
of imd and a right te dig ore near Harpers

Ferry .

August 4 - A quit claim, Robert Milligan %o
the United States For 221 acres of land and
3/8ths part of the "Keep Tryste Fmaoe" near

Herpers Ferry

o7,

Page

61 .

65
67

70

76

79

94



Item

12.
13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20,

2.

1804,

1809,

1818,

58.
Page

March 1 - A letter from Leonard Harbaugh to Geneml
Dearborn relative to work done on the United L -
States canal R 9%

December 3 ~ Agreement between Ferdinando Fairfax
and Samuel Annin, both of Jefferson County, State
of Virginia, for woodcutting .98

May 14 - A letter from Thomas Jefferson to H. G.
Spofford releting to Jeffersom's visit to .
Harpers Ferry in October, 1783 : R

October 27 ~ A warranty deed, Ferdinendo Fairfax
to the United States for 68 acres and 80 square
perches of land in Jefferson cmmty, Sbate of o
Virginia o 1000

1823 ~ "Statement of the number and dinensions of -i_;ho'

1830,

1833,

1833,

buildings at the United States' Armory at -
Harper's Ferry, Virginia, together with the

‘materials of which they are built, and their

estimated valus" | 103

Deceﬂ)er 24 - A contrect between John Markell
and George Rust, Superintemdent of the U. S.
Armory at Harpers Ferry, for thc erection of
five dwelling houses = 177

June 27 - A deed, John' Strider et ux, to the

‘United States for water righte of the

Shenandoah Rinr near Harpers Ferry R 110

July 15 . A contract betwesn. Daniel T. )htthias
"end George Rust; Superintendent of the U. S.-
Armory at Harpers Fen'y, for carpenters' work

~ on four buildinga _ 113

1848,

1849,

June 30 « 0% list of dvelling houses belqnginx
to the- Hnitod States at Harpars Ferry, ¥. Va. : 115

September 30 A 1ist of dnlling houses be- -

] longing to the United Statu ?t Mers Ferry:

1850,

¥, Va, S R ll6

December 31 - A 1151; of dwelling houses
’beloneing to the United Statos at Ha.rpcrs



Item

23,

24

25.

26.

28.

29.

30.

31.

1861

1866,

1866,

May 25 - A special order from Brigadier
General Joseph E. Johnston, C.S.A., to

Michael E. Price to remove the machinery
from the Rifle Factory at Harpers Ferry

February 24 - A statement of Government build-
ings and lumber at Harpers Ferry transferred
by U.S.M.R.R'ds to Major Generael George A,
Flagg with endorsements recommending that this

property be sold

December 10 ~ A letter from Capt. A. S, Kimball,
Baltimore, Maryland to Major General M. C,
Miegs relative to the damages and claim of
Virginie Lodge No. 1, I.0.0.F, as a result of
the COivil War '

c. 1869 An tma:lgned, tmdated list of U. S. Property

1873,

1873,

1875,

at Herpers Ferry with brief descriptions

September 30 - An agreement i:etveen J. R.

Poingett, Secretary of War and Louis McLane,
president of the B. & 0. Railroad Company con-
taining the terms and conditions allowing the
reilroad to build a line through the United.
States property at Harpers Ferry _

December 15 - A public document of the Senate,
43rd Congress, lst Session, Ex. Doc. No. 6
entitled "Letter from the Chief Clerk of the
War Department" ineluding informetion and cor-
respondence relative to the 1869 sale of U. S.

proper‘by at Harpers Ferry

November 17 -~ An opinion of the Distriet Court
of the United Stateg for the Disiriet of West
Virginia given by /Judge Jacksop/ on November
17, 1875 in the Case of the Government vs. the
Baltimore and Chio Railrocad .~

S E

c., 1876 - "Statement of Facts in the Harpera Ferry

1877,

Caso - The Qovernment vs. The Baltimore and
Ohio’ Milroad" by !‘. c Adans

ey 29 - A letter ﬁ‘om Webster Elmes, Chief "

. Clerk for the Solicitor of the Treasury to
George F. Talbot, Solicitor of the Tressury
reporting on an inspec'tion ot the ﬂ. 3. ‘prop~
erty at Hu'pu*s Ferfry SRR _

59.
Page

118

119

122

124

128

135

162

171

LI
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Item

32.

33.

34.

35,

36.

Page

pre 1880, May 19 - "Ammouncement" of the U. S. sale
of property at Harpers Ferry with descriptions
by K. Rayner, Solicitor of the Treasury 185

1880, May 25 - "Catalogue of Property of the United
States at Harpers Ferry, W. Va, 1o be sold by :
the Solicitor of the Treasury® at Harpers Ferry 188

1880, December 28 - A letter from John Koonce to the
Solicitor of the Treasury relative to a Govern-
ment building at Harpers Ferry giving room sizes 199

1884, May 7 - A public document of the House of Repre-
gentatives, 48th Congress, lst Session, Report
No. 1525 entitled "Sale of United States Lands
ai Harpers Ferry, West Virginia® o 200

History of Harpers Ferry from Collection of Miss Cassandra
Ditimeyer 203



Jashington, D C., National Archives, R.G. 153, Office of the Judge
Advocate General, lilitary Reservation Division, Reservation File,
Yest Virginia Box No. 44, 1 Harpers Ferry (ms), (A copy of the last
111, Robert Harper. Berkeley County, Virginia, 26 September 1782)

"In the Name of God Amen. I Robert Harper of Berkeley
County in the Commomwvealth of Virginia being sick and weak in
Body but sound in Memory and Judgement calling ‘o mind the
frailty and vicissitudes of Iif'e and succeeding Etlernity do
hereby male Constitute, crdain and appoint this to be ry last
will and Testament revoking, disallowing and rescinding all
other 7ills or Testament by me heretofore made in manner and
fore as follows Viz., I leave my Body to the Earth to De
ourried /sic,/ in a decent manner at the discretion of my
Executors after mentioned and reccommend /sic./ my Soul to the
hands_of that God who gave it in hopes of a glorious Resuraction
/sic./ there the atonement and ato/n_/ement of our Iord and
Saviour Jesus Christ: and for vhat Woddy Estate it hath pleased
God to bestow upon me I give leave and bequeath a & follows after
iy Just Debts Death Bed and Funeral Expenses are paid off Viz.
Inmprimis I give Leave and Bequeath 1o my Nephew Robert Griffith
one moiety or half of my Ferry Survey to form a Straignt & direct
line to run along the two fences on the East Side or that Side
next to the Ferry The one fence Lying on the North and the other
on the South Side of the road leading from the Ferry to Winchester
the Sides of the above mentioned Fences to be a derector /sic/ or
to Show where each end of the Devision /sic./ line Shall terminate,
The end of the line leading to Potovmack to terminate as Soon as
it Strikes that River, the end Leading to Shenandoah to keep a
Straight Course till it likewise strikes said River and to Contain
and Include the Island opposite where the said line strikes, Thence
to Run up my Line Joining Semples line, to Continue with said line

Zgécond Pagg7

and to Include Ninety Acres of a_New_Survey Thence to Continue its
Gourse till where the Devision /sic./ line Shall Strike Potowmack
River Including therewith my Saw Mill and Grist mill with all The
utensils belonging to both Lills, likewise I do leave unto ny
said Nephew all my moveable Estate whatsoever Except my negroe
wench Beeck, -—-—~-

oMY 1 give leave and bequeath unto my Mece /sic./ Sarah Harper
Daughter of my Brother Joseph Harper Joiner and Cabinet maker
late of Philadelphia or her heirs my Ferry and Ferry house on
Potowmeck River and all the remeinder of my ferry survey not
berore devised 1o Robert Griffith together with all my Estate
Right and Title to the Maryland Shore of the Said Ferry, and
also all my Estate Right and Title to and for Ten Acres upon
what 1s now called The big Island up Potowmack River adjoining

61.



the Ferry aforesaid But it is my will that neither ny said

Helce Zgzc. Sarah or her husband if 2live shall enjoy the sald
Ferry and Gs hereby devised and bequeathed longel tygn their
natural life or Lives, and it is likewise my will that my said
Niece Sarah or her Husband Shall and may have {ull power and
authority to leave and bequeath the said Ferry and lands to them
devised as above to either of their sons whom they Shall Judge
most deserving Thereof and in case of failure of male line to
leave and give the premises aforesald to either of Their Daughters
as nmey appear to them or the survivor of them the most suitable
It is likewise my will that my Debis all and sundry Shall be paid
cut of the rents of my Ferry by my Executors aftermeationed who
are hereby empovered to retain the same till 211 Just Claims and
Denands egainst my Estate are paid off and dischurged--—-~

Toirdly It is my will in Congideration of vhat is atove

/Third Page/

devised and made over to my sald Heice Zgica7 Sarah that she her
or assigns shall be cotliged to Lerry over ct the Feryry above-
mentioned passage free ecvery person or persons vho chall bring
with them Grist of ainy kiad to the 1ills on the Lands noyr belong-
ing to me adjoining the came-----

Fourthly, I hereby give leave and bequeath unto my lelzher Z;ic;/
Joseph Veeen a Tract of Land Containing Three hundred acres of
Land Lyding at the mouth of Indian Run Sleepy Creek in Berkeley
County being the same as vvas purchased by me [rom Aron Rice —--

Fifthly, I hercby give and leave and bequeath unto my Nephew Robert
Herper Josiah Harper, Jonas Vreen, Hezekiah Vreen and Israel Vreen
the whole amount of what my Negroe wench Beck Shall bring to he
equally Devided /sic,/ and Sharcd amongst them, and for that pur-
pose 1t is my will that my Itecutors Shall.as Scon as Convenient
for them after my Decease (Couse the said Ncgroe .Jench Beck to be

fnd for the more sure causing this my Last will and Testament to
be put into due Execution, I dc hereby orda#én nominate Constitute
and appoint and by these presents have ordained nominated Con-
stituted and appointed ry well beloved friends IRdward Lucas

Jonn Ryan of Berkeley County_ and_Robert Griffith of Bedford
County in the Commonzealty /oic./ of Virginia to be my only true
and Lafull Zgiqk/ Ixccutors for the purposes before mentioned,
herevy ratifying and Coafirming all and .hatscever my saild
attorneys shall lawfully do with regard to the premises, and They
or cither of Them Shall not be liable to any Neglect or Omissions
respecting the Same, In Witness whereof I have here unto set my
hand and seal unto this my Last Will and Testament This Twenty
Sixth Day of September in the year of our Lord
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/Fourth Page/
one Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty Two-

Sisned sealed published pronounced and

declared by the said Robert Harper to

be his Last Will and Testament in Robert Harper
presence of us-

R. M. _Inight

T /?_/ Hamilton

John Duncan

William Duncan

7™ parke

Be it knowvm to all men by these Presents that I Rcbert Harper
of the County of Berkeley & Commomwealth of Virginia, have
nade & declared my Last Will and Testament in writing Bearing
date this first day of october one Thousand Seven Hundred and
Eighty-Two, I Robert Harper by this present Co--il / 2/ do
ratify confirm s™ last will & Testament, and it is further my
Last will that four acres of Land most Convenient round o
ny Grave yard Shall be laid off By my Executors & be inti--ly /?_/
Appropriate to the use of a grave yard and all my Debis due
by Bond note or Back Debt and all the rents now due from my
ferry Be By my Executors disposcd of in the best manner Towards
irecting a grave yard and Building a church on s% four acres of
Iandi_Q /? [/ He--ing /?_/ a head and foot stone for my ife

o /?_/ grave and likevise for rmy own and my will and meaning
15 that this co codicil be adjudged to be a part ond parcel of
my last will and Testament and that_all_things contained therein,
be faithfully and truly preformed 151c_7 and as fully ang amply _
in every respect as if the same had been declaired /sic./ and sit gic./
down in my last will & testament as Witness my hand this first Day
October one thousand Seven hundred and Fighty-two
Signed in presence of us
R. M. Knight
W™ Darke Robert Harper his mark
James (Claypoole



t a court held for Berkeley County the 15th day of
October 1782 This last vill and Testament together vith the
codecil [EicA/ annexed of Robtert Harper Deceased Vas presented
to court by John Ryan Edvard Lucas and Robvert Griffith the
Executors whereln named vho made Oath thereto according to Law
end the came being provd /sic./ by the Oaths of Robert M. Knight
William Darke and William Duncan witnesses thereto and ordered
to be recorded and on the motion. of the said Executors who
entered into Bond with #William Dorke and John Briscoe Jun®
their securities in the penalty of five Hundred pounds con-
dlticned for their true and falthful administration of the
said Estate Certificate is granted them for obtaining a probate
thereof in due form

Teste
Will Drew

A Copy Teste
D.Hunter CBC"
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Public Statues at_large of the United States of America
Vol. 1, 1st -- 5th Congress 1789-1799, 1845, p.352

An Act of Congress providing for the erection of the arsenal.
Third Congress Sess. I. Chapter 14 1794

"“Chap, XIV - An Act to provide Tor the ereciing and repailring
of Arsenals and Magazines, and for other purposes,

Section 1., Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That for the salfe keeping of the military stores, there shall be
established under the direction of the President of the United States,
three or four arsenals with magazines, as he shall judge most
expedient, in such places as will best acccmmodate the different
parts of the United States. Either or both of the arsenals heretcfore
used et Springfield and Carlisle, to be continued as part cf the
said number, at his discretion: DProvided, that none of tne said

*senals be erected, until purchases of the land necessary lor their
accormodation be made vith the consent of the legislature cf the
state, in which the same is intended to be erected.

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall
be established, at each of the alforesaid arsenals, a national armoury,
in +hich shall te employed cne superintendent, and one master-armourer
(vho shall be appointed by the President of the United States) and
as many workmen as the Secretary for the department of war shall,
from time to time, deem necessary, so that the whole number at all
the armouries shall not exceed one hundred. And the said superintendents
chall each receive as a compensation, seveaty dollars per month, and
the z2id master-armourer each, fifty dcllars per month,

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be
employed an officer, whese duty it shall be (under the direction of
the department of war) to superintend the receiving, safe keeping
and distribution of the militery.ctores of the United Staltes, and
to call to account all persons, to whom the same may be intrusted:
he shall receive for his compensation, at the rate of one hundred
and twerty-Uive dollars per montn, and shall be appointed by the
Presicent of the United States.

Section 4. 'And be 1t further enacted, That a sum not
exceeding fifty-nine thousand dollars, be appropriated for the
erecting and repairing of the arsenals and magazines aforesaid,
and a sun not exceeding twenty-two thousand eight hundred and sixty-
five dollars for defraying the expense of the national armouries,



for one year; and the further sum of three hundred and forty
thousand dollars, to be applied, under the direction of the
President of the United Stetes, in the purchase of arms,
apmunition and military stores; ‘hich said several sums chall
e paid out of the duties on imporis and tomnage, to the end
of the present year.

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That an annual
account of the expenses of the national armouries pe laid before
the legislature of the United States, together with an account
of the arms made and repaired therein,

Approved, April 2, 1794"

66.



vashington, D. C., National Archives, R.G. 153 Office of the Judge 67
Advocate General, Military Reservation Division, Reservation File y
1809-1942, West Virginia Box No. 44, 1 Harpers Ferry (ms), (Letter,
Timothy Pickering, War Office Washington, D €, to Tobias Lear,

January 28, 1796)

J
"War Ofgioe &an 28 1796
rec. Feb’ 11 "
"Sir,

The President having examined a report from this depart-
ment and the papers accompanying the same, relative to the site
for an arsenal on the Potowmac, and weighed the mdvantages &
disadvantages of the several places contemplated!for that object
is of opinion that the situation in the fork / %L( as the
Jjunction of the Potowmac and Shenandoah rivers is the most
eligible, as combining the greatest advantages. He has con-
sequently desired that I would cause measures to be taken
irmediately for purchasing the land and erecting the necessary
works, in conformity to the act of Congress.

The interest you have taken in this affair, & the agency
you have had in the preliminary agreements with the proprietors,
joined to your earnest wishes al / sic. _/ all times to render
your assistance in carrying into effect whatever the President
deems importantly beneficial to his country, leave me

_ _ no
/Second Page/

no choice of an agent to complete the purchase of the lands
necessary for the establishment of an Arsenal. I beg leave to
commit the business to your management, and to request that you
wvill immediately proceed to make the purchase of Lr. Rutherford

and the Wagers.

By your letter to the President of the 26th of October I
conclude the'saw-mill tract which Bready agreed to seil to John
Ylager junr.' is the same which in Col. Gilpin's sketch is called
'"Harper's Saw-mill', and that this {ract is necessary to obtain
a complete command of the vater of the Shenendoazh; of course
that it must be comprehended in your purchase.

It will be expedient to agree on a price with Col. Bull for
so much of his land as shall eventually be wanved for the public
service; & before he knows that the arsenal is positively to
be fixed as above mentioned. If there are any other proprietors

~ whose lands on your examination shall appear necessary or highly
beneficiel to the public establishuent, it will be desirable
that the like conditional bargains should be made,

In
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third Pagg7

In conversation with Mr. Weston, he mentioned the prac-
ticability of making a canal on the right bank of the Potowmac
from the commencement of the rapids about a mile & three quarters
above the mouth of the Shenandoah, down to the point; & that
fifteen feet head of water may be gained in that distance, Now
eventually it may be important to the public to possess the
right of making such a canal: and therefore I must request the
favor of you to see whether it will be practicable to secure it,
& on vwhat terms, Conditicnal bargains for the land may be
entered into. Or will the property of the Wagers and Rutherford
extend that length? I hope it does, and that the right will bhe
obtained by the purchasers already contemplated to be meade of

them,

If a sketch of the lands of the various proprietors in the
fork /2/, to the extent of a thousand or more acres, could be
easily furnished, accompanied by a descripticn of the lands, in
relation to the adjoining waters, and the qualities of the lands,
particularly in regard to their surface whether hilly,

stony

/Fourth Page/

stony or othervise, iith indications on the skxetch where the
gualities change, it would be of great use in judging of further
purchases,

. I enclose the original agreements of Mr. Rutherford and the
Harpers. It had escaped my recollection that they had fixed the

1st /2/ & 10th of this month to terminate their conditional
obligations, until_I since reexamined the papers on this subject,

in forming my my /sic./ report to the President. I shall be very
unhappy should this delay induce them to depart from thelir agree-
ments. I am sure you will do whatever is in your power to establish
them and complete the purchase,

I shall be obliged by your acknowledging the receipt of
this letter & your acceptance of the agency should it be impracticable
for you to undertake (tho!' I earnestly hope otherwise) I must ask
the further favor of you to employ a perfectly confidential man
in your stead.

I am with great respect &
esteem, dear sir, Yr obt Servi

Timothy Pickering

Tobias Lear Esqr.! ‘




“/ashington, D. C., National Archives R.G. 153 Officc of the Judge 9.
Advocate General, Militery Reservation Division, Recervation File
1609-1942, Vest Virginia Box No. 44, 1 Harpers Ferry (ms) (Letter

Tobias Lear, Washington, D. C. to Col. Pickering, February 26, 1796)

"Yashington Fet’ 26th 1796
Sir,

I have the pleasure to inform you that I have con-
cluded the Bargain with the lagers and Rutherford for the _
property at the junction of the Rivers Shenandoah & Potomak /sic./
And it is with peculiar satisfaction I can add that it is ob-
tained for the gpm proposed in the Terms offered by them last
Fall viz. 6666 “°/100 Dollars for one Tract and Ten Thousand
Dollars for the other with a Relinguishment cf some Reservations
then proposed by the iegers on the Ferry Tract malking the vhole
much more Tavorable for the Public, I found more Difficulty
in concluding the Bargain than in any Thing of a similar Kind
that I ever undertook and I am peculiarly happy in having ef-
fected it as it seems an Object of the First Importance for
the Public and I am sure you ill feel satisfied with it as it
rcllieves you [rom the Apprehension of Evil having resulted
from Delay.

I enclose copies of the Agreements with the parties
from which Deeds may Dbe dravn by the Attorney General of the
United States. IIr. Lee Dbeing so perfectly acquainted with
the Manner in which these Things should be done in Virginia
I thought it better to put it vpon this Footing than to have
Deeds dravn and signed in the {irst Instance in hich there
might possibly have been some Flaw, The orginal Agreements I
keep in my Hands not caring to trust them unnecessarily to
the Contingencies of a Letter. My further Agency in this
Business if wanted may be commanded.

I have the Honor to be
vith the greatest Respect and Lsteem
Sir Your most obedient Servant

[gigneg7-Tobias Lear
Col. Pickering

P.S. The two Tracts now agreed for include the whole Fall

of the Potomack and Shenandoah- of the former there may be

15 Feet fall with the whole Veight of the water of the River-
of the latter 25 Feet all the —ater of the River. I made no
additional Agreement for adjoining Lands as some peculiar
.circumstances were then in the way but I have no doubt of
being able teo obtain it for twenty Dollars an Acre."
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Vleshington, D.C., Nauticnal Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Scrvice, Harpers Ferry Laminated laterial (ms) (Copy of a warranty )
deed, John vwager, Sr. et ux, Berkeley County, Virginia to the
United States, June 15,1796).

1) A

"Thiz indenture made this fifteenth day of June in the year

one Thousand seven hundred and ninety six Betyeen John

Viager Senior and his wife ilerey John ‘lager Junior and

llargrett Vager all of Berleley County In the Commonivealth

of Virginia and Mary Wager of the City of Philadelphia

of the one part and George Washington president of the United
States of the other vart, witnesseth that the said John Wager
Senior and his said wife John ager Junior Margrett Wager

and Mary Wager for and consideration of the Sum of Seven

Thoucand and Sixteen Dollars and Two Thirds of a Dollar

Lewfull money to them in hand paid before the Insealing and
Dzlivery of these presents on account of the United States by the
gald George Vashington president of the said United States

the receipt whereof they the said John VWager Senior and his

sald wrife John Wager Junior Margrett Wager and lary Vager do
hereby aciknowledge and thereof the said United States do forever
Esconcrate and Acquit and for and in Consideration of the
Covenants herein after Reserved on the part of the United States
to be kept and performed have granted bargained and scld alien
Release and Confirm and by these opresents do grant pargain and
sell alicen Release and Coanfirm unto the said George Washington
president of the United States & his successors forever the
following parcels or Tracts of Land that is to say an Island

in the River Potomack opposite to Harpers ferry Containing

Tenty Acres more or Lews, also all that parcel of Land / except
as is herein after excepted situate in the said County of
Berlkeley Commonly knowm by the name of Harpers fer@y Tract, vhich
wad devised by the Last will of Robert Harper bearing date on or
about the Twenty sixth day of Scptember one Thousand Seven hundred
and Eighty two unto his neice Sarah Harper and is bounded by the
River Potomack, on the outside by the River Shennandoah on
another side and by the line deviding it from the Tract or parcel
of Land devised by the salid Robert Harper unto Robert Griffith

or the other side / Excepting, six acres part thercof vhere upon
the Buildings occupied hy the sald John ‘Jager Senior now stands
to be laid off in one parcel and bounded by the Road Leading
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2) _

up the Shenandoah River on the one side by the 'rest side

of the Gerden Tence belenging to the Dwelling house of the said
John V/ager Senior and a line Extending from thence Northerly

to include a Stable on the north side of said Dvelling house

on ancther side thence Fasterly till within one hundred and fifty
fect from the Bank of the River potomack, then Southerly till

it strikes the Road aforesaid Leading from the lferry up the
Shannandoah, Exeepting also a piece of Land for the ferry Landing
one hundred and ten feet fron the bank of the River Potomack

from the Beni of that River pctomack near the north end of a stone
house down to the point where the waters of the Potomack and
Shannandoah Rivers join, the aforesaid piece of Land being intended
by the parties to lay along the Bank of the River potomack & to

be in all parts one Hundred & Ten feet wide from the said Bank

and tc begin on the said Bank near the sald stone house and to
exteand with the said River dovn tec the point of Junction with the
Shannandoah Together with all houses Except as before Excepted
ays and wvaters Except as is herein after vrovided and Covenanted
wioods Commodities advantages and hereditaments to the hereby
sranted premises belonging or in any manner appertaining (Except
2s herein bvefore hath been or herein after shall be Excepted or
otherwise provided and the Reversions and Reversions HRemainder

and Remainders Rents issues and profits thereol, and all the Right
Title Interest and Clause in law or Equity of them the said

John VWager Senior and his said wife John Wager Junior, rlargrett
wager and Mary wager, and each of them of in and to Concerning

the premises herein granted Subject to the Covenants Exceptions
and provision herein Contained and Expressed, to have & to hold
the said parcels of land and appurtenancies except as herein Excepted
reserved and Covenanted unto him the said George ‘/ashington president
of the United States and his successors {orever to and for the use
and behoof of the said united States forever and to and for no
other use or behoof whatsoever and free and clear of all and every
charge and Incumbrance Vhatsoever Except as herein Contained and
Expressed and the said George Washington president of the united
States for himself and his successors do the Covenant and agree
for and on behalf of the said united States with the said John
Jager Senior and his

3) _ :
said wife John Wager Junior llargrett Wager and liary \lager

and their heirs Executors administrators and assigns that the several
ovner Or owners possessor or possessors occupler and occupiers of the
land and premises herein and hereby Excepted and not Conveyed

and their heirs and assigns shall have the right and priveledge

of keeping the publick Ferry or ferrys from the said Landing

at the junctions of the said Rivers accross each to the opposite
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shore and of Landing at any time hen the Current of elther

River shall make it Neccessary the boat or boats Employed

in the said ferriage or any partv of the hereby granted premises
and so long as the United States are furnished and accomodated
7ith addequate means of Transporting accross each River

to and from the said ferry Landing whatsoever shall be requested
for publick use or purpose it shall not be Lawfull for the said
united States at their oim expense to Transport any-pecrson or thing
from the said {ferry Landing accross Either River or from the
opposite side of Either River to the said Ferry ILanding but
vhenever and so often as the United States shall not be furnished
ith same and immediate transportation of any person or persons
thing or things to the and that unreasonable Declay or Interruption
may net be suffered in their affairs, it sholl be Lawfull for the
united States aforesaid at their own Expense to Transport at to and
from the sald ferry Landing any person or persons thing or things or
pubkicxk account which for the general good shall be Expedient

and the said Jonn Jager Senior for himself and his heirs Executors
and administrators doth declare Covenant and agree to and with the
said George Washington president of the United ' and

his successors forever that he the said John Wager Senior in
pursuance of the intent of the Last will of Robert Harper hath
Ellected and Appointed his son tne said Joan ‘/ager Junior to take
and to have and hold the said parcel of Land devised by the

Last will aforesaid unto the said Sarah Harper his late wife who
nas Departed this Life without making any devise or appointment
thereof and that he the said John Wager Senior will not make

any other appointment or any Request whatsoever thereof, And it is
mutually agreed between the said John Wager Senior and his said
wife John Wager Junior and Margrett Wager and Mary Vager and their
Respective heirs

&/

on the one part and the said George Washington president of the
United States and his susseccors on the other part that it shall

be Lawfull for Tobias Lear his Executors administrators and assigns
to have hold and Enjoy all that part of the hereby granted premises
ror and During the Term of his Contract that is to say for the
space of Seven years Commencing from the day of December Iast any
thing herein to the Contrary, notwith standing but subject to such
future agreement as the said Tcbias Lear his Executors or
Administrators shall make with the united States and the said

John ‘/ager Senior and his said wife John Wager Junior Liargrett

Yager and Mary ‘Wager severally and for thelr several heirs Executors
and administrators the hereby granted premises and their appurtenances



subject to the Exceptions and Covenents and provisions aforesaid
unto him the said George JYasnington president of the united

States and his successors for the use of the united States as
aforecaid against the said John ‘Jager senlor and his said wife
John VJager Junior Largrett Vager and lMary .Jager and their heirs
Jointly and Severally and against the Claim of all and every person
and persons whatsoever will warrant and shall forever Defend by
these presents, In witness vherecof the parties have here unto

set their hands and seals the Doy and year first above wwritten
signed sealed and Delivered in —_

the presence of ———-- John lager  /LS/

Arthur Snaaf & George Scott &

Robert Whittett as to John Tager o

Jonn Vager Jun & Margrett ‘ager John Vager Jun /LS/

and by the said Mary Vager in the o
presence of us Fred, Bealec Phil,T, liargrett Jager /LS/

Duimm - - -~ = e e - e - .

Mary Wager /LS/

Wemorandum of the Couvres of the Six acres reserved to Joan Vager
In end mentioned in the foregoing Deed, Viz Beginning at a stake
standing the west side the ferry Road one hundred and (ifty feet
from the Bank of the River potomack and Running thence S° 50-

W1 26 N poles to a stalic on the ZLdge of a hill near the Shannan
doah Bottom and on the side of a slate Rock betiwreen a julber

vy ahd nop wood Tree both marked with three Chops on one

side thence N° 48 7 40 poles to a Chestnut tree on the side of a
nill marked as a Corner then N° 50 E 22 poles to a stake at the
side of a Broad Rock, then S° 53 E 40 poles to the aforesaid Be-
ginming Containing and now laid Down for six acres of Land

5)

Surveyed at the Request of lMr. Tobias Leir as being the
Six Acres Reserved Dy lfr John Jager and other in the sale
of their Lands Given uander my hand liay 17th - 1796 Signed,
a true Copy witness John Davenpord

John ‘Jager John Vager Junior,

Yemorandum that on the Fifteenth day of June one Thousand Seven
mindred and ninety six ve Received from George ‘J.chington presicent
of the United States on their account by the hands of Tobias Lear the
surl of Six Thousand Six Hundred and Sixty Six Dollars and Two

Thirds of a Dollar also Three hundred and fifty Dollars making

the full consideradion within mentioned Viz. Seven Thousand and
Sixteen Dollars and Two Thirds cf a Dollar., In witness whereof




w7e have hereunto set our hands and seals the day and year last
rientioned o
Attested by John Jager /1S/
Acthur Shaaf & Ge® Scott Jun John ‘jager Jr /18/
Robert Whittett as tc John Vagce Margrett Vager /IS
Joln ilager Jun & Margrett Jager Mary ager /LS/
and to the signing of. the said —
Mary lager by us Fred  Bealles- o* Yashington /LS/
Phil., T, Dunn, witnesscs at the
eigning cf Geo' ashingbon:-—-—-
Thonas Peter, Ge®7 Cralk

hereas Certain Gauses have prevented the Reccrding of this
aexed Deed Conveyed Ceriain Land from John Vager and John ‘Jager Jr
%o the United States Now Thereof be it Knovn that we Tthe
Subseribers a party to the aloresaid Deed do Concent Covenant

and agree to and ith the United States that the aloresald non
Recording cf sald Deed does and shall not in any way Invalidate
the same and e do by these pregsents acknorledge said Decd to be
Just true and firm and that the date thereof shall be ca the first
day or February one Thousand Seven Hundred and Hincty Seven
Tnctead of the fifteenth day of June one Thousand Seven Hundred
anc Minety Six and thalt the Recording thereof take place from and
after the seid first day or February any thing in

6
the Deed aforesaid to the Contrary notwith standing Given under
our hands and seals at Harpers ferry in the County of Berkeley
Commonriealth of Virginia this first day of February one Thousand
Sceven Iundred and ninety Seven Sealed Signed and Delivered

John Jager /[1S/
in presence of - -~ - - - - - o
Rob" “hittett, Tho® 'Wilson John Vlager Jun XS_/
villiam Merideth

City of Philadelphia Sef

Before me lMatthew Clarkson
Esqr layor of the City of Philadelphia came Mary ‘lager
one of the Grantors in the ithin written Indenturéd named
and in Due foram of Law acknovledged the same to be hir act
ana Deed and Dasired it might be Recorded as such she being
aineteen years and Tan Tanthg of gre,-——

T4



75.

In Testinony whereof I the celd lMayer hrve herecuato
set my hand and Caused the Scal of the Mayoralty of
(LS) the said City to be hereunto affixed the Tweaty Third
( ) day of June ia the year of our Lord one Thousand Seven
hundred and ninety six---——- - Latthewv Clarkson mayor

At a Court held for Berieley County the 24th day of July
1797 this Indenture was aclmovledged by John Jager John
Viager Jundlor two of the parties thereto vhich together wwith
the duly Authenticated Certificate, as to the Zxecution of
liary vager the other party, and the other endoresements there
on appearing, is ordered to be recorded

By The Court

Teste
Lo Hunter, CBC
A Copy
Teste

DA Hunter CBCY
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Vlashington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Iamlnated Material (ms), (& copy of a
warranty deed, Themas Rutheriord et al Berkeley Ccunty, Virginia
to the United States, February 20, 1797).

"This Indenture made this twentieth Day of February in the year

of cur Lord one Thousand Scven Hundred & ninety Seven Between
Thomas Rutherford William Darise van Rutherford & liary Rutherford
Erect & Executrix of Thomas Rutherfcrd Junior Deceased of the
County of Berkeley & State of Virginia of the one part and

George vachington president of the United States for and behalf of
the =aid United States of the obher part, witnesseth that the said
Executors and Executrix by virtue cf the Last will and Testament of
the said Thomas Rutherford Junicr deceased and for & in consideration
of the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars to them in hand paid by the

said George Washingten president of the United States for and in
benalf of the said United States the Receipt vhereof they do

hereby acknewledge and thercof do forever release acquit acquit

& Gischarge the said United States. They the said Executors and
Fxecutrix do hereby grant bargein sell alien release and Confirm!
vnto the saié George Vashington president of the United States

& his successor for ever, A Certain Tract or parcel of Land Situate
Iying and being in the said County of Berkeley & near the Confluence
of the Rivers Potomack and Shennandoah and bounded as follows,
Begimning at Three Sycamores corner to Thomas ‘filson, on the

North Bank of Shenodoah and running thence with the said Wilsons
line north two Degrees west one hundred & thirty six poles to a
white Oak corner- Thence North Seventy Three Degrees west Thirty
Six poles to a stake in a field thence north Seventy nine Degrees
west one hundred & Sixty Eight poles to a small white oak Growing
out of stump Corner to said wilson & the ILands of potts wilson
16°, Thence with their line North six degrees East one hundred &
five poles to a steke on the banks of potomack where the corner

of the entire tract stcod thence dovm Potomack river north sixty
three degrees East Sixty Two poles, thence South Sixty one Degrees
Fast three hundred and fifteen poles to a Chestnut stump near a
marked Sugar tree thence Leaving Potomack aid Closing the entire
Tract with the line of a piece

/Second Page_/

parcelor tract of Land Conveyed to the United States by John
Jager & his wife Mary John Wager Jun and largrett ‘ager
South one hundred and sixteen poles to a small black oak
Tree on the bank of Shenandoah, thence up the same with its
meanders North Fighty Seven degrees west Sixteen poles South
geventy four degrees west twenty poles, South Twenty eight



degrees vest thirty four poles, South seventy degrees wvest

Twenty eight poles, west twenty poles, North Eighty two degrees
vest Twenty six poles North Seventy Eight degrees west fifteen
poles to the Beginning Containing Three hundred & Ten acres be

the same more or less vhich said Tract or parcel of Iand Contains
one moiety of a Tract of Land Granted to Robert Harper Deceased

by the late Lord Fairfax proprietor of the northern neck by

Patent bearing date on the fifth day of april in the year of our
Lord one Thousand Seven Hundred and fifty one & also one entire
iract granted to the said Robert Harper deceased by the said
proprietor by patent bearing date on the nineteenth day of april

in the year of our Lord one thousand Seven hundred and sixty two

& were devised by the said Robert Harper by his last will &
Testament duly proved & recorded in the Court of the said County of
Berkeley to a Certain Robert Griffith now deceased & Conveyed by
Rovert Griffiths eldest son and heir at Law of the said Robert
Griffith deceased by his deed bearing date on the ninth day of
January Last part, to the aforesaid Thomas Rutherford william

Darke ven Rutherford & Mary Rutherford Executors and Executrix of
Thomas Rutherford Juniocr deceased, And all Houses Bulldings orchards
ileadowrs vays vaters waterCourses Mills, mill dams & other
appurtenances whatsoever to the said Tract of Land hcreby Conveyed
belonging or in any wise appurtaining, to have and to hold the

sald Tract of Land hereby Conveyed together with all & singular

the appurtenances thereunto belonging unto the said George Washington
& his succes ors presidents of the United States and for the use

of the said United States forever, to & for the use & behoof of the
sald united States
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& to and for no other use or Behoof whatsoever and free and

Clear of every charge or incumbrance whatsoever, And the said

Thomas Rutherford William Darke van Rutherford & Mary Rutherford
for themselves their heirs the aforesaid Tract of Land hereby
Conveyed with all and Singular the appurtenances thereunto belonging
unto the said George Washington president of the united States &
his Successors for the use of the united States as aforesaid against
them the said Thomas Rutherford William Darke van Rutherford &

Mary Rutherford & their heirs Jointly & Severally & against the
Claim of all & every person or persons whatscever shall and will
arrant & forever defend by these presents, In dtness whereof

the parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and
seals the day and year first abcve wwritten signed scaled and
delivereds

77'
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in presence of----- Thomas Rutherford /L3/
Thonas White, Paul Ceedmore _
Heronomous Probeck ‘{illiam William Darke  /1S/
Deleyea John Grantham Junr Van Rutherford /LS/
Thomas Smallwood Lemuel James Mary Rutherforc ZLS/

witness to the signature of George Jashington e
Tobias Lear, B Dandridge, George W. Craik George jiashington /LS/
3 March 1797
This Deed is Deemed suificient in Law
Chas Lee attorney Genr us

At a Court held for Berkeley County the 25th day of September
1797 This Indenture was acknowledged by Thomas Rutherford
and Van Rutherford two of the parties thereto and ordered to Lie
and at Court held for the said County the 24th day of Septem
ber 1798 the same was further acknowledged by William Darke
and Mary Rutherford two other parties thereto and ordered to be
Recorded by the Court Teste J Bedingep CBC

A Copy Teste D Hunter CBC"



Wlashington, D.C., National Archives RG 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (ms) (a copy cf
a warranty deed, Thomas Wilson, Berkeley County, Virginia
to the United States, November 22,1792).

"This Indenture made this 224 day of November in the

Year of our lord one thousand seven hundred & ninety nine
Between Thomas Wilson of the County of Berkeley of State

of Virginia of the one part of the Honorable James iic

Henry esqr Secretary at Var for the United States of
America of the other part Witnesseth, Whereas Henry

Lee esqgr was seized and possessed in [ee simple of a
certain iract or parcel cf land lying & being in the County
aforesaid on the potomac & Shenandoah rivers near Har-

pers Ferry vho leased the same to a certain John Smith

for the full end of term of {ifty years renewable Tor twenty
five years (after the expiration of the said term) upon
paying to the said Lee or his assigns double rent for

one year and whereas the said John Smith for a val

uable consideration did bvargaln sell transfer & assign

all his right title & interest in & to the said tract of
land to the said Thomes ‘Jilson reference being had to

the said lease & assignment of record in the Court

of Berkeley County aforesaid will more fully and at large ap—{

pear. And whereas the said Thomas ‘filson hath bargained
sold transfered and as igned to the said James lLicHenry

esqr Secretary of War in trust for the United Stales of
America, all his right title & interest in and to one hund-
red and Ninety Six Acres & eighteen poles part of the tract
of land before menitioned for the ballance of his term a-
foresaid, under such restrictions & reservations as expressed
in the said lease Mow this Indenture ‘/itnesseth

that the sald Thomas Wilson for & in considera-

tion of the sum of two thousand one hundred & forty

eight dollars & sixty cents to him in hand paid by

the said James McHenry esqr the receipt of which he

doth hereby acknowledge hath granted bargained &

/Second Page/

sold & by these presents doth grant bargain & sale to the
said James McHenry esqr Secretary of War, in trust for
the United States of America all his right title and
interest which he hath to the said one hundred and
Ninety six acres & eightecn poles part of the tract of

79.




land before mentioned by Virtue cf the lease & assign-

ment aforesaild and bounded as by a Survey thereof made

by i McPherson the thirteenth day of November 1799 as follows,

to wit, Beginning at a Sycamore (formerly three) on Shenandoah
river bank it being a Corner to the land purchased to build the
Arsenal on thence by the same North three degrees 30 minutes Wi
124 poles to the middle of Harpers road, theace with said road
south seventy seven degrees West 52 poles thence S°54 degrees 30
minutes WR96 poles to two small black oaks on the south side of
said road thence leaving the said road $°57 degrees 45 minutes E 78 poles
to a douvle white oak, thence N° 82 degrees E 131 poles to an

elm & sycamore on the Shenandoah river bank thence with the meanders
of the said river N°® 40 degrees 30 minutes E 35 poles, thence N° 56
degrees 30 minutes E 10 poles thence N° 27 degrees 30 minutes

east 18 poles thence N° 56 degrees E 10 poles, thence N° 76 degrees
30 minutes E 16 poles to the Beginning together with all and
singular the houses buildings jays Woods & undervoods ‘Vaters &
Water courses & all other the appurtenances thereunto belonging

or in any wise appurtaining unto the said James lLicHenry esgr in
trust for the United States of America for and during the remainder
of the term aforesaid to have and to hold the said tract or parcel
of land unto the said James McHenry esqr in trust
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for the United States of America during the remainder of the term
aforesaid under such restrictions & reservations as expressed in

the lease aforesaid and the said Thomas Wilson for himself & his
heirs doth covenant & agree to and with the said James McHenry esqr
that he will warrant and defend the said tract or parcel of land

to be free and clear {rom all incumbrances (Except such as are contain-
ed in the lease aforesaid) for and during the term therein expressed
and that he will at any time at the reasonable request and at the
proper cost & charge of the said James McHenry as trustee for the
United States of America make any other Conveyance or assurance for
conveying all his right title interest in & to the said tract

of land to the said James lLicHenry esqr as trustee for the United
States of America as he the seid James McHenry esgr or his counsel
shall advise or require., Im Witness where of the saild Thomas Wilson'
hath hereunto set his hand & seal the day & year within written
Scaled & delivered Thomas Wilson

in presence of

R, Gustin

N. Henry

Edmund H. Taylor

At a Court continued & Held for Berkeley County the 25th day of
February 1800 - This Indenture was acknowledged by Thomas Wilson
party thereto and Ordered to be recorded by the Court

Teste H Bedinger CBC

b Copy Teste D. Hunter CBC"



iiashington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated laterial(mg (Varranty deed,

Henry Lee et ux, ‘lestmoreland County, Virginia to the United

States, liay 8,1800)

"Knowr all men by these presents that we Henry Lee

of 'lestmoreland county in Virginia and Anne his wife for and

in consideration of the sum ol Twenty four thasafd dollars to

the said Henry Le2 in hand paid by the President of the United
States of America for and in behalf of the said United States the
receipt vhereof i3 hereby ackno.ledged have granted bargained and
sold and by these presents do grant bargain & sell alien and
confirm unto the said United States forever all the iron ore in

a certain tract of land situate in the County of Berkley in the
said commonrealth adjoining the Riber potomack near to the

Keep Triste furnace containing about sixteen hundred acres in
“hich is a bank of Iron ore Imoun by the name of Friends

ore bank (excepting so much of said ore , as has been sold and
conveyed by the said Henry Lee unto John Potts Villiam Yilson

and George North by his deed duly executed and recorded

and also all the right of the said Henry Lee to dig ore in any
part of the said tract of land and to remove the same provided
the earth dug shall be laid level and also the {ree and absolute
use of roads through the said land & vharves on the river for

the purpose of moving the said ore and moreover all the annual
rent reserved to be paid for ever unto the said Hemry Lee his
heirs and assigns by the said John Potts Villiam ilson & George
North their heirs or assigns issuing out of the said tract of!
land and every part thereof, and also one half acre of land adjoining
the said river to be selected for the United States aforesaid by
their agent duly authorized by the Secretary of Var under the
direction of the President of the United States together with all
the rights privileges and advantages necessary for the digging
raising and removing the said ore, to have and to hold the
hereby granted premises with their appurtenances unto the said
United States {for ever 1o their only use and behoof free and cliear
from all claims charges mortgages Jjudgments and incumbrances
vhatsoever excepting the right interest and estate belfore mentioned
sold and conveyed by the aforesaid Henry Lee unto the saild John
Potis v/illiam Wilson and George North

And

/Second Page/

And the said Henry Lee for himself and his heirs doth covenant
promise and agree to and vith the sald United States that the
gaid Henry Lee and his heirs will make do and execute all such
other and further deed or deeds in law, as may be reasonably



hereafter required on the part of the said United Svates

for vhe more perfect assurance of the premises and every pare
and parcel therecf hereby intended 1o te scld granted bargalned
nd sold unto the said United States according to the true
meaning ard intent of these presents.

And the said Henry Lee for himself and his heirs, the said
hereby groanted premizes and every pardt and parcel of them, and
ecpecially the ore in Friends ore bank aforesald in manner
aforesaid granted against him and his heirs and againct all
and every other person and perscns vhatsoever to the caid
Uaitcd States and their assigns forever will wvarrant and forever
defend by these presents. In Vitaess rhereof Ve the said
Henry & Anne heve severally hereunto set our hands & seals
this eight day of mey in the yeor one thousand eignt hundred at
Philadelpnia

Signed _

Henry Lee L1S/
fnn Lee /Ls/

Scaled signed and

dclivered in the

presence of

Al. Thomas

Ch. ¥V Goldsberough

Jergmiah Nicols Jun.

The. Tuorner

Pennsylvania Ss
0n the ninth dey of May in the year one thousand eight
hundred tefore me Edvard Shippen Chief Justice of
the
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the supreme Court of Penncylvania came the within named
Henry Lee and Ann his wife and acknowledged the dthin
“ritten instrument to be their act and deed and desired the
sarle night be recorded as such She the said Ann

being me examined sepcrately and apart from her seid
husband and declaring that she executed the same freely
and voluntarily iithout any compulsion or coercion of

her said husband and she being of full age and the contents

nade knowm to her In ¥Witness vhereof I have
hereunto set my hand and ceal
Signed d

Edv. Shippen /1S_/
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John GQoulding, a Clerk in the ‘/ar orffice, Deposeth,
that the above 1s a true copy of General Henry Lee's deed for the
land, ore and privileges hereby intended to be conveyed to the
United States, taken Trom the record vooir of Contracts and deeds
telonging to the Var Deperwnmeant, into wwhich the said John
Govlding copied it {rom the original; which original deed
was in the Viar Office on the 8th cf November 1800, vhen the
house and papers belonging to the said office ‘ere destroyed by
firve; and that he has no doubt the said deed vas then destroyed
as all the papers in the gsame apartment were at that time
destroyed. To the best of his knowledge and belief

Sworn to, before me this 21st March 1801

-

Danl Reintzel liayor of Geocrge Tovn®
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National Archives, R.G. 131, Public Buildings Service,
Harpers Ferry Lamineted Material, (ms) A Warranty Deed,
William Wilson et al. to the United States for 4 acres
and 50 roods of land near the "Keep Tryste Furnace,”
June 1, 1800.

“This Indenture made this first day of June, One
thousand eight hundred Between William Wilson, John Potts
& Eliza his wife, of the Town of Alexandria and George
North & Eliza his wife of Berkeley County all of the State
of Virginia of the one part And John Adams President of the
United States for and on behalf of the said United States
of the other part Witnesseth that the said William Wilson,
John Potts & Eliza his wife and George North & Eliza his
wife, for and in consideration of the sum of Ten Dollars
to them in hand paid by the said John Adams on behalf of
the said United States, as or before the sealing and delivery
of these presents, the recept whereof is hereby acknowledged,
Have Granted, Bargained & sold, Aliened & confirmed, and by
these presents do Grant, Bargain & sell Alien & confirm unto
the said John Adams President as aforesaid this successor &
successors in office for the use and on behalf of the said
United States Four Acres & fifty roods of land lying & being
in the County of Berkeley aforesaid near Keep tryste Furnace
abounded as follows

/to wit/ Beginning at a stake, Corner to Sly and John
Marit & running thence with the line

(Second Page)

of George North & company & the said Leyh, North seventy nine
degrees west, thirty four poles to a spanish QOak, standing

on the East side of Darks road, thence along the East side

of the seme, North thirteen degrees forty five minutes East
Twenty three poles to a Black oak, standing on said side

of the Road, then leaving the road and running thence South
seventy nine degrees East Twenty six poles and fifteen links
to a locust Stake, and a pile of Stones in the line of said
Slight & Merrit, then with the same, South three degrees thirty
minutes East, twenty three poles, to the aforesaid beginning,
Containing four acres and fifty roods of land, And all
buildings, Improvements, & appurtenances whatsoever o the

said premises hereby granted belonging or in anywise appertain-
ing, and the Reversions and Remainders, Rents, Issues and
profits thereof And of every part thereof, To Have and to Hold
the said tract of land, Hereditaments and all and singular the
premises before described with their appurtenences unto the
said John Adems his Successor and Successors in Office for the
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only proper use I behoof of the said United States forever,
and the said William Wilson, John Potts & George North for
themselves and their Heirs, hereby Covenant & promise to and
with the said

/Third Page/

John Adams, his successor & successors in Office, that they
will at any time & at all times when the same shall be
required on the part of the United States Execute any other
or further Instrument of writing for the more effectually
conveying or assuring a perfect & sure title to the same

premises hereby granted.

And lastly, the said William Wilson, John Potts, and
George North & Eliza Potts wife of John Potis & Eliza North,
wife of George North and their heirs, The hereby granted tract
of land & Hereditaments, and all and singular the premises
before described with their appurtenances unto the said John
Adams his successor & successors in office for the use of the
United States aforesaid against the claim & demand of all
persons whatsoever by these presents shall and will warrant
and forever defend.

In Witness whereof the parties to these presents have
hereunto set their hands & seals the day and year first
within written.

Sealed & delivered Wm Wilson  /Seal/
in presence of John Potts /Seal/

Eliza Potts /Seal/
Lewis Evans George North /Seal/
G. H. Humphreys Eliza North /Seal/

Thos Smallwood

George Gilpin :
Wm Herbert For J. Potts

Duncan Nixon I Ps WW
T. Ramsay to W. Wilson
James Wilson Jr. to Ditto

[fburth Pagg7
Berkeley L.S.
The Commonwealth of Virginia, To George Gilpin, William

Herbert & Richard Conway, Gentlemen, Justices of
County, Greeting whereas William Wilson,
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John Potts & Eliza his wife & George North & Eliza his wife
by their certain Indenture of bargain & sale bearing date the
first day of June, one thousand eight hundred have sold and
conveyed unto John Adams President of the United States and
his Successor and Successors in Office the fee simple estate
of and in a certain tract of or piece of land lying & being
in the said County of Berkeley containing four acres and fifty
roods of land. And whereas the said Eliza, wife of John
Potts cannot conveniently travel to the Court of our said
County of Berkeley to acknowledge the same, therefore we
command you, or any two or more of you, that you personally
go to the said Eliza wife of the said John Potts_& receive
her acknowledgement thereof, and exeminine /sic./ her
privately and apart from her said husband whether she does
the same freely and volunterily without his persuasions or
threats and whether she is willing the same shall be recorded
in our said County Court together with this commission annexed
and when you have received her acknowledgement and examined
her as aforesaid that you distinctly and plainly certify us
thereof under our hands & seals, sending then there this writ
and the said Indenture. Witness Henry Bedinger Clerk of our
said Court, at the Court House aforesaid the twentieth day
of November, One thousand eight hundred and in the

year of this Commonwealth.

signed
H. Bedinger"



National Archives, R.G. 121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers
Ferry Laminated Material, (ms) A Warrenty Deed, George North
et al. to the United States for 4 acres and 42 roods of land
and a right to dig ore near Harpers Ferry, June 20, 1800.

- "This Indenture made this twentieth day of June, one
thousand eight hundred, between George North and Eliza his
wife of Berkeley County and William Wilson end John Potts and
Eliza his wife of the Town of Alexandria all in the State of
Virginia of the one part, and John Adams President of the
United States of the other part, Whereas Henry Lee did by an
article of agreement bearing date the twenty fifth day of
August one thousand, seven hundred & eighty nine, sell and
convey to the said Wilson, North & Potis and to Robert E.
Hobart the right of digging ore from Friends ore Bank under
certain conditions and stipulations and for a certain rent
reserved to be paid to the said Henry Lee for the use of this
said ore as is therein expressed. Now therefore this Indenture
Witnesseth that the said William Wilson, George North and
Eliza his wife and John Potts and Eliza his wife for and in
consideration of Forty two thousand Dollars to them in hand
paid by the said John Adams on behalf of the said United States
at or before the sealing and delivery of these presents the
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged have granted, bargained
and sold aliend /sic,/ and confirmed and by these presents do
grant bargain and sell alien and confirm unto the said John
Adams President as aforesaid his successor and successorg in
Office for the use and on behalf of the United States, Two
hundred & Twenty one Acres of land be the same more or less
except as herein after excepted, situate and lying in

decond pag§7

Berkeley County on the Bank of Potomack River the same being
part of a tract called the Furnace Tract, late the property
of John Semple deceased, which was sold by John Lawson, George
Gilpin & Levine Powell Commissioners appointed by virtue of

a decree of the High Court of Chancery to superintend the

sele thereof on the foreclosure of a morigage given by the
said John Semple to the Honorable Philip Ludwell Lee Esqgr to
satisfy debts due to the Creditors of the said John Semple,
and conveyed by Henry Lee and Matilde his wife and Ludwell Lee
and Flora his wife to Richard Bland Lee the purchaser of the
said tract at the sale of the Commissioners aforesaid and by
the said Richard Bland Lee conveyed to the said Henry Lee, and
by the sald Henry Lee and Matilda his wife conveyed to the
said William Wilson George North John Potts and Robert E.

Hobart which said Robert E. Hobart has since by his Indenture



dated the first day of May, One thousand, eight hundred,
conveyed his one fourth part of the premises aforesaid to
the said William Wilson & John Potts as will more fully

and at large appear by a reference to the several deeds
recorded in Berkeley County and which said tract is bounded -
as follows: To wit Beginning as Zgiq;7 an Elm near a marked
Sycamore on the bank of the river Potomack below the furnace
and running thence South seventy one degrees west eighty
eight poles to a double bodied black oak sappling /sic./

on the East sige of a valley thence North {wenty nine degrees
west fifty poles to sundry

/Third page/

marked saplins on a steep hill side on the south side of

Elk branch, thence up said branch North sixty nine degrees
west seventy six poles to a stake between two red osks near

a meadow, thence south fifty one degrees west twenty five
poles to sundry marked saplings on & North Hill side, thence
North Eighty nine degrees west thirty six poles to a walnut
thence south seventy six degrees west twenty poles to a stake
between an Elm and Lynn tree by a c¢lift of rocks, thence

south fifty degrees west nineteen poles to two red oaks and

a Locust on the North side of a steep hill, thence North fifty
nine degrees west, sixty seven poles to two white oak saplings
in a valley, thence North fourteen degrees west one hundred

& thirteen poles to two white oaks on the north side of the
branch five or six poles from the said branch on the side of

a hill, thence North forty two degrees east twenty four poles
to sundry marked saplings supposed to be on William Stroops
line, thence along said line south seventy seven degrees east
two hundred & sixty poles down to Stroops corner standing on
the Bank of the river, thence down the meanders of the river
South twenty degrees east twenty six poles, south thirty
degrees east, forty eight poles, thence south forty six degrees
east seventy poles to the beginning except Four acres and
forty two roods sold to Frederick Sligh & bounded as follows:
Beginning at a stone one rood from a small white ocak in the
original line of Henry Lee and Matilda his wifes /sic./ deed
to George North, William Wilson, John Potis & Robert E. Hobart
and running thence with the same North fourteen degrees thirty
minutes west twenty five poles to two small white
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Qak saplings corner to the said deed, still with the same
North forty one degrees thirty minutes East twenty four poles

8s.



to sundry marked saplings corner to said deed in Slighs /sic./
line, thence with the same south seventy six degrees thirty
minutes east twenty two poles to two white oak saplings stand-
ing on the East side of the head_of a Hollow leading down to
Elk branch then leaving Slighs /sic./ line and the line of this
deed south thirty nine degrees thirty minutes west forty

eight poles to the aforesaid beginning. Containing four
Acres & forty two roods and all the houses, Buildings, Mills
Furnaces, waters, water courses, Improvements, Hereditaments,
Appurtenances whatsoever belonging or in any manner appertain-
ing to the premises hereby granted, and also the right of
digging ore from Friends ore Bank held under Henry Lee afore-
said in pursuance of the agreement aforesaid and the reversion
and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues &
profits thereof and of every part thereof. To Have and to
Hold the said tract of land, Hereditaments right of digging
ore and all and singular the premises before described with
their appurtenances, unto the said John Adams his successor
and successors in office for the only proper use & behoof of
the said United States forever. And the said George North,
William Wilson & John Potts for themselves & thelr heirs
hereby covenant & promise to and with the said John Adams

his successor and successors in Office that they will at any
time & at all times when the same shall be required on the
part of the United States execute any other or further
instrument of writing for the more effectually conveying or
assuring a perfect & sure title to the premises hereby
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granted And lastly the said William Wilson, George North &
Eliza his wife and John Potts & Eliza his wife & their heirs
the hereby granted tract of land, Hereditaments, right of
digging ore and all and singular the premises before
described with their sppurtenances unto the said John Adams
his successor and successors in Qffice for the use of the
United States aforesaid against the claim & demand of all
persons whatsoever by these presents shall and will warrant
and forever defend. In Witness whereof the parties to these
presents have hereinto set their hands & seals the day and
year first within written.

Sealed & Delivered Wm Wilson  /Seal/

in the presence of John Potts Sea%é
Eliza Potts /Seal

G. W. Humphreys George North [§ea%§

Thomas Smallwood Eliza North /Seal

Louls Evans

George Gilpin Duncan Niron

Wm Herbert P. Ramsay

James Wilson Jr.



Berkeley L.L.

The Commonwealth of Virginia, To George Gilpin, Wm
Herbert & Richard Conway, Gentlemen Justices of
County, Greeting, Whereas William Wilson John Potts &
Eliza his wife & George North & Eliza his wife by their
certain Indenture of Bargain & sale bearing date the
twentieth day of June, one thousand, eight hundred
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have sold and conveyed unto John Adams President of the
United States and his successor and successors in Office
the fee gimple estate of and in a certain tract or parcel
of land, lying and being in the said County of Berkley /sic./,
containing two hundred & twenty one Acres (more or less)

& including Keep Tryste Furnace., And whereas the said
Eliza wife of John Potts cannot conveniently travel to the
court aforesaid County of Berkley ZEiQ;7, & acknowledge

the same, therefore we command you or any two or more of
you, that you personally go to the said Eliza wife of John
Potts and receive her akcnowledgement thereof, and examine
her privately and apart from her said husband, whether she
does the same freely & voluntarily, without his persuasions
or threats and whether she is willing the same shall be
recorded in our said County Court together with this com-
mission annexed, & when you have received her acknowledge-
ment and examined her as aforesald, that you distinctly and
plainly certify us thereof under your hands & seals, sending then
there this writ, and the said Indenture. Witness Henry
Bedinger Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House afore-
said the twentieth day of November, One thousand eight
hundred, & in the 25th year of this Commonwealth.

H Bedinger

Fairfax County St

In obedience to the within Dedimus We the subscribers
Justices of the Peace for the County aforesaid went to the
within named Eliza wife of John Potts & examined
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her apart from her said husband who acknowledged that she
freely & voluntarily executed the within mentioned Deed
and desired that the same might be recorded as her act
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& deed. In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands
& seals this twenty fifth day of November, One thousand
eight hundred

George Gilpin /Seal/
Wm Herbert /Seal/

Berkely /sic./ SL

The Commonwealth of Virginia, To William Dark, Van
Rutherford & Abram Devanport Gentlemen Justices of
Berkeley County, Greeting. Whereas George North Eliza
his wife, John Potts & Eliza his wife, & William Wilson
by their certain Indenture of Bargain & Sale bearing date
the Twentieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred have
sold & conveyed unto John Adams President of the United
States, for the use of the United States the fee simple
estate of and in a certain Tract or parcel of land lying
& being in the County of Berkeley containing two hundred
& twenty one acres. And whereas the said Eliza North
wife of the said George North cannot conveniently travel
10 the Court of our said County of Berkeley to acknowledge
the same, therefore we command you, or any two or more of
you, that you personally go to the said Eliza North and
receive her acknowledgement thereof, and examine her
privately and part from her said husband whether she do
the same freely & voluntarily without his persuasions or
threats, and whether she is willing the same shall be
recorded in our said County Court, together with this com-
mission
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annexed and when you have received her acknowledgement and
examined her as aforesaid, that you distinctly and plainly
certify us thereof, under your hands & seals sending then
there this writ & the said Indenture.

Witness Henry Bedinger Clerk of owr said Court, at the Court
house aforesaid the 20th day of November, one thousand eight
hundred & in the year of this commonwealth.

H Bedinger

In obedience to the within Commission to us directed We have
examined the within named Elizabeth North seperately /sic./
& apart from her said husband, & she has voluntarily
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relinquished her right of power to the within mentioned
tract of land & wishes that we may so certify. Given
under our hands & seals this 21lst day of November 1800.

Wm Dark deé%;

Van Rutherford /Seal
25th November 1800

the Attorney General of the Unlted States is humbly of
opinion that the foregoing instrument of conveyance from
William Wilson, John Potts & Eliza his wife, George North
& Eliza his wife is a sufficient conveyance according to
the laws of Virginia of the lands & heriditaments Zgic.
therein mentioned

Zgigneg7 Charles Lee
/Ninth page/
Fairfax County L

In obedience to the within Dedimus, We +the Subscribers
Justices of the Peace for the County aforesaid went to the
within named_Eligza wife of John Potts and examined her
seperately [s1c_7 and apart from her said husband who
acknowledged that she freely and voluntarily executed the
Deed within mentioned without either the threats or per-
suasions of her husband and desired that the same might be
recorded as her act and deed, In Witness whereof we have
hereunto set our hands & seals this twenty fifth dey of
November, one thousand eight hundred.

George Gilpin /Seal/
Wm Herbert /Seal/

[Tenth page/
Berkeley LL

The Commonwealth of Virginia to William Dark, Van
Rutherford & Abram Devenport, Gentlemen, Justices of
Berkeley County, Greeting. Whereas John Potts & Eliza his
wife, George North & Eliza his wife & William Wilson by
their certain Indenture of Bargain & sale bearing date the
first day of June One thousand eight hundred, have sold and
conveyed unto John Adams President of the United States for



the use of the said United States, the fee simple estate

of and in a certain tract or parcel of land lying and being
In the county of Berkely Zgicé7 aforesaid containing four
Acres and fifty roods of land. And whereas the said Eliza
North wife of the sd. George North cannot conveniently travel
to the Court of our said County of Berkely /sic./ to acknowl-
edge the same, therefore we command you or any two or more

of you, that you personally go to the said Eliza North wife
of the said George North, and receive her acknowledgement
thereof, and examine her privately and apart from her said
husband whether she do the same freely & voluntarily, without
his persuasions or threats, and whether she is willing the
same shall be recorded in our said County Court together with
this commission annexed and when you have received such her
acknowledgement and examined her as aforesaid, that you dis-
tinetly & plainly certify us thereof, under your hands & seals
sending then there this writ, and the said Indenture.

Witness Henry Bedinger Clerk of our said Court
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at the Court house aforesaid the 20th day of November One
thousand eight hundred and in the 25th year of this
Commonwealth

H Bedinger

In obedience to the within commission to us directed
we have examined the within named Elizabeth North seperately
sic./ and apart from her said husband and she has voluntary
/sic./ relinquished her right of power to the within men-
tioned tract of land and wishes that we may so certify.
Given under our hands and seals this 21st day of November
1800.

Wm Dark [Eealz
Van Rutherford /Seal/

25th November 1800

The Attorney General of the United States is humbly of
opinion that the foregoing instrument of vonveyance from
William Wilson, John Potts & Eliza his wife George North
& Eliza his wife is a sufficient conveyance according to
the laws of Virginia of the land therein described.

signed, Charles Lee"
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Washington, D.C., National Archives R,G. 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry laminated Material (ms) Quit Claim,
Robert Milligan to the United States, August 4, 1800, for 221
acres of land and 3/8ths part of the "Keep Tryste Furnace"
near Harpers Ferry.

"Whereas by an Indenture bearing date the 1l4th September
one thousand seven hundred & ninety nine, between William
Wilson of the one part and Robert Milligan of the other part
the said William Wilson mortgaged unto the said Robert
Milligan three eighth parts of a certain Iron work and _
Furnace with the appurtenances, called Keep Triste /sic./
Furnace & about fourteen hundred acres of land thereto
annexed situate in the County of Berkeley in Virginia and
near the mouth of Shenandoah River, and whereas the said
William Wilson hath since sold & conveyed to John Adams
President of the United States of America the aforesaid
three eighth parts of the said Keep Triste [5i047 Furnace
and all his interest in two hundred and twenty one Acres
part of the said fourteen hundred acres as by reference to
his Deed bearing date the twentieth day of June 1800 will at
large appear, and whereas the said William Wilson hath con-
veyed to the said Robert Milligan other property equivalent
to the aforesaid three eighth parts of the said Furnace
& two hundred & twenty one Acres, as a substitute therefore,
to the end that the said Robert Milligan may relinquish and
release 81l his claim, right, title and Interest to, of and
in the aforesaid Furnace, and two hundred & twenty one Acres.
Now know all men by these presents that I Robert Milligan for
and in consideration of a conveyance
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by the said William Wilson to me of other property equivelent

to the aforesaid three eighth parts of the sald Furnace and

two hundred and twenty one Acres and for and in consideration
of one dollar to me in hand paid on the part of the said United
States have granted released and confirmed and by these presents
doth grant, release and confirm unto John Adams President of the
United States all my right, title, interest & claim of, in, to
and concerning the Iron work and Furnace aforesaid, and the two
hundred and twenty one acres of land aforesaid and their appur-
tenances to have apd to hold the said Iron work and Furnace
aforesaid and the two hundred & twenty one Acres aforesaid

unto the said John Adams President of the said United States

and his Successors in Office for the use and behoof of the

said United States forever free, clear and acquitted of all
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my right, title, interest and claim of, to in and concerning
the same. In Witness whereof I Robert Milligan do to these
Presents set my hand and affix my seal at Washington on this
eighth day of December in the year eighteen hundred.

Sealed and Delivered Robert Milligan /Seal/
in the presence of By
John C. Herbert Colin Auld Attorney in fact.

Campbell Wilson
James Wilson Jr.

The Attorney General respectifully /sic./ reports his
opinion that the foregoing deed is sufficient in law for all
the purposes therein set forth 5th Dec 1800

Charles Lee

[Third P&gg7

Know all men by these presents that I Robert Milligan of
Cecil County & State of Maryland have constituted and appointed
and by these presents do constitute and appoint Colin Auld
Esqr of the State of Virginia my true & lawfull Zgiq;7 attorney
to sell dispose of & convey in fee simple or otherwise all the
lands, tenements & real estate whatsoever that I am in any
manner entitled to in the State of Virginia. (the house & lot
in Alexandria now occupied by W. Wilson Esq. excepted) fully
authorizing and empowering him my said Attorney to receive
the rents & profits of the said real estate & to make & give
acquittances for the same, & to do & perform all said other
matters & things respecting the said real estate, as I could
myself perform were I personally present. In, Witness whereof
I have hereto set my hand & seal this 4th of August 1800

Robert Milligan deal7

Maryland Lct.

Be it remembered that on the 5th of August 1800 personally
appeared before the Justices of Cecil County Court the above
signed Robert Milligan and acknowledged before the said Court
that he sealed & delivered the above instrument of writing
as his act & deed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and
affixed the public seal of my office this sixth day of Augus
Anno Domini Eighteen hundred. .

deal7 Jo. Baxter
C: Ca: Coty Cort

(Endorsement )"



‘lashington, D.C., National Archives RG 153 Office of the
Judze Advocate General, MMilitary Reservation Division,
Reservation File 1809-1942, Vest Virginia Box MNo. 45,

+ 30-33 Harpers Ferry V.Va,

The following letter is difficult to read due to moor
Englich and possible euphonic spelling., The tlank spaces
arc due to illegibility rather than to demage to the
manuscript. (JPN)

"Harpers ferry liarch the 1st 1804

.
Gener= Dearbocrn
Sir

At the request cf M. Sam! Ammin I taie
the Liberty of Stating to you what hath come :ithin
Iy imowvledge respecting the works and improvencnts don
on the Publick Canall at this plase in the Cowrse of
Last Season of which Mr. Annin hat as I am creditabl;
informed the Sole Superintendance--you will plies to
remember Sir, that now about a 12 HMoaths ago. LirSelve
and !Mr., N. King was seat to this plas to mack a Survey
of & of_the plan and Report as glso the Estimete of
Expect/?2/ig in your offis-I think the sum e thea
alloved Tor the Compleating of the Canell and the necessary
openings to be made threw the ____above the lLlouth so
ag to let a sulficlency of vater in ras about 6000 Dollars
of this sum 1500 twas for a regulating Lock at the
the rest for and the Bank wut the Lioot
of the work to be Don Was above the Mouth in Curring
openings threw the Letges of the Rocks ‘Yhich at this Plase
Run agros the Bet of the River- in the lMonth of June
last Mr. Keith the Precedent of the Potomack Company and
iy Selve Duck a of the Canall && and found the
vater Lov., Mr, Annin hat then began to work in the
lionth of September generall lMason and Ly Selve agin
the Cangll && as fare wup &s into the Levell llatter above

the falls—yee now found that Mr. Annin hat cut a very spacious

vas threw the above mentioned Ledges of Rocks close along
the Bank of the after removing a few
More loos Rocks far Navigation into the Canall-Trom this

cut only, the Canall hat at that time (Low as the Vater

Was a Suficency of VWater for the publick Works and generall
Mason -ras eway Much______as ilich so that he was of opinion
Nothing lLiore was ‘lanting to Compleat the Rout for Navigation
on this Site, Except the Regulating Lock at the Mouth and
the Weltening of the Canall at Severall plais so that Boads
coult pase by edge other- at this time Mr. Annin Was ingaget
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in liacldng Severall liore openings threw the

Rocks as also filling upe Naturall openings ov Channell

Vith the same stones he Plaset out of the other

So as to give a full Current of Water into the licuth

of the Canall-I now find on examining the Works agin, that

the Plan on which Mr. Annin began this Work was a good and

the only one that cault inshoor Success- I find after first seeing
the Duplicate Receipt Rolls of the Number of Labourers

that greate Exertions have been lfate in doing so much Vork
trith so few hands-I Horover find that Mr. Annin by forseith
and skill vhich apearc Evitent in the Execution of this
Vlork as also by his and Has savet Consiterable sums
of Money and therfor been very yousfull in being Superintendent
in tiis Business for the Unitetl States I am Sir Liost
Respectifully

Leonard Harbaugh"
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Washington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 153 Office of the
Judge Advocate General, Military Reservation Division,
Reservation File 1809-1942, 20 Harpers Ferry, (ms) copy

"Articles of Agreement made & concluded on this third
day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and eight, Between Ferdinando Fairfax of the County
of Jefferson, & State of Virginia of the one part; and Samuel
Annin of Harpers ferry, County & State aforesaid of the other
part; Witnesseth that the said Fairfax for and in consideration
of the sum of fourteen hundred dollars to him in hand paid
(or secured to be paid) doth covenant and agree that the said
Amnin (for the use of the United States Armory at Harpers
ferry) shall have the right & priviledge /sic./ of cutting,
or cause to be cut, fourteen hundred cords of wood on his
land, North West side of the Blue ridge, from the mouth of
the rivers Shenandoah to Nicewanger's place- said Fairfax
reserving such Locusts & sugar trees as are fit for other
purposes, also such Oaks as are suitable for making shingles
or staves :
(A11 saw logs to be estimated as wood)

In witness whereof the parties to these presents have
set their hands and seals day and year above written.

In presence of n6 '
Robt Whittet Ferd™~ Fairfax (Seal)

R H Breeden Samuel Annin  (Seal)
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The scene is descrived in Jefferson's Notes on The State cf
Virginia pages 17-18. Doubts have been cast on his visit,
hovever, but they should be modified by the statements made
by Jefferson in a letter to H. G. Spofford, May 14, 1809,
written at Monticello, Virginia and printed in A.A. Lipscomb
and A. E. Bergh, editors - The YWritings of Thomas Jefferson,
1904, pg 279-280. Vol XII. Excerpts from this letter follow:

"That the scene described in the ‘'Notes' is not visible from
any part of the road from Fredericktown to Harper's ferry

is most certain., That road passes along the valley, nor can it
be seen from the tavern after crossing the ferry: and we may
fairly infer thalt Mr. Volney did not ascend the height back

of the tavern from which alone it can be seen ....."

"I to0ld him I received a drawing of that from a French engineer
sent there by the Marquis de Chastellux, and who has published
that drawing in his travels."

"] vyigited the place myself in Octover, 1783, 'wrote the description
sone time after, and printed the work in Parics in 1784-5,%



Washington, D.C,, National Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry laminated Material (ms) A Warranty
Deed, Ferdinando Fairfax to the United States, October 27,
1818.

"This Indenture made this 27th day of October, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred & eighteen, by
and between Ferdinando Fairfax of the City of Washington &
District of Columbia, of the one part and James Monroe,
President of the United States of America of the other part,
Witnesseth, That the said Ferdinando Fairfax for & in con-~
sideration of the sum of Five Thousand Dollars, to him in hand
paid by the said James Monroe, at and before the sealing &
delivery of these presents (the receipt whereof is hereby

acknowledged) hath granted bargained sold, and by these presents

doth grant bargain & sell unto the said James Monroe all that
tract or parcel of lLand lying & being situate at the Mouth of
the River Shenandoah in the County of Jefferson in Virginia
(being part of a larger iract called Shannondale, which as to
situation title and boundaries, is more particularly described
in a deed made by the said Fairfax to the Executive of the
United States, of the right of cutting wood on a certain part
thereof as therein designated by its proper metes & bounds,
which Deed is of record in the Court of the said County of
Jefferson) and bounded as follows: Beginning at a spring

near & on the S.E., side of the said River Shenandoah, at the
lower end of a hollow or drain, running into the said River
from the side of the Blue Ridge Mountains, a corner to the
said Woodcutting purchase; extending thence with the lines
thereof South twenty four degrees East, fifty eight and a half
poles (by measurement on the ground passing at forty two poles
a spruce pine) to a heap of stones; thence South seventy eight
degrees East, eighty seven & a half poles to a black oak on
the Blue ridge; thence North fifty four & three quarter degrees
East, fifty eight & a half poles, to a chestnut oak by a large
rock; thence North seventeen & a half degrees East, thirty &
a quarter poles to a pine on a Cliff; thence North twelve
degrees West to the River Potowmac; and thency by and with the
several meanders of the River Potowmac & Shenandoah, to the
place of Beginning; containing sixty eight acres and eighty
square perches; be the same more or less. To have and to hold
all & singular the premises hereby granted unto him the said
James Monroe president of the United States, and his successors
in that office, his & other assigns forever, to & for the use
& benefit of the people of the United States, forever; together
with the Ferry, the Buildings, and every other right, member
and appurtenance to the premises hereby conveyed belonging or
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in anywise appertaining, and the remainder, rents, issues, &
profits thereof, subject to the tenure of Job Harding (if he
rightfully may or can hold) under a certain agreement made
with him by the said Fairfax, for a short term therein
expressed; excepting & reserving all mines of metal & precious
minerals, to him the said Ferdinando Fairfax his heirs & assigns,
he & they making reasonable compensation for actual damage (if
any occasioned to the premises, in digging, laying, & removing
the same. And the said Ferdinando Fairfax, for himself his
heirs Ex*° and Adm'S doth hereby covenant to & with the said
James Monroe President as aforesald that the said Fairfax now
at the time of executing this Indenture, is seized of good &
perfect Estate & title in fee simple in the premises hereby
conveyed, and that he hath a good right to convey the same in

- mammer aforesaid; and moreover that he will forever will and

truly Warrant & defend the same against all lawful claims
whatsoever.

In testimony whereof he the said Ferdinando Fairfax doth
hereunto set his hand and seal the day first above written.

Ferdno Fairfax

Signed sealed & delivered in the presence of
Decius Wadsworth

Thomas G. Ringgold

/dno Moe---2/"
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"City of Washington )
)
)

District of Columbia

Be it remembered that on this 31st day of Ociober in
the year one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, personally
appeared the subscriber Mayor of the City of Washington,
Ferdinando Fairfax and acknowledged the within instrument of
writing to be his act and deed delivered for the purposes
therein mentioned

(City ) In Testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand
(Seal ) and caused the Seal of the Corporation of the City
(Wash.) of Washington to be affixed the date above written
(1802 )

G. Orr

Be it remembered that on the 17th day of November 1818
This Indenture of Bargain & Sale was produced to me Robert
Gates Hite Clerk of the County Court of Jefferson, duly
authenticated from under the hand of Benj G. Orr Mayor of
the City of Washington, which together with the seal of the
City ammexed was admitted to record, Agreeably to an act of
Assembly in such cases made & provided

Teste
Robt. G. Hite Clk."



American State Papers, Military Affairs Vol. II
Selected and Edited by Walter Lowrie and Walter S. Franklin,

Washington 1834, pp. 482-3

"Statement of the number and dimensions of the bulldings at the
United States' Armory at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, together with
the materials of which they are built, and their estimated value."
/dated 1823/

Number of For what purpose Dimensions Number

Of what Estimated

buildings  built, or how in feet of built value
occupied stories
1 Work shop 131 by 45 2 Brick $ 15,000
1 Work shop 130 30 2 Brick 12,000
2 Work shops 120 30 2 Brick 20,000
1 Work shop 111 30 2 Brick 8,000
2 1 Work shop and 80 30 2 Brick 12,000
1 store-room
1 Arsenal 125 32 2&a Brick 12,000
cellsr
1 Arsenal 68 36 2 Brick 8,000
1 Grinding mill 85 40 1 Brick 6,000
1 Furnace and 45 45 1 Brick 4,000
forges
1 Work shop 30 30 2 Stone 1,000
1 Work shop 50 16 1 Wood 500
1 Dwelling house 36 30 2&a Brick 3,000
cellar
1 Dwelling house 16 26 2&a Brick 2,500
cellar
1 Dwelling house 40 2, 2&a Brick 2,500
cellar
1 Dwelling house 30 20 2 & a Brick 1,200
cellar
1 Dwelling house 28 20 2 Brick 1,000
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Number of For what purpose Dimensions Number Of what Estimated

buildings built, or how in feet of built value
oceupiled stories
1 Dwelling house 64 21 2 Brick 3,000
1 Dwelling house 28 18 2 Brick 700
2 Dwelling houses 28 18 1 Brick 1,000
1 Dwelling house 48 18 1 Brick 800
1 Dwelling house 32 20 1 Brick 600
11 Dwelling houses 24 18 1 Brick 4,400
1 Dwelling house 36 24 2 Stone 800
1 Dwelling house .8 22 1 Stone 800
1 Dwelling house 28 22 1 Stone 600
1 Dwelling house 94 21 2 Wood 2,000
1 Dwelling house 70 18 2 Wood 2,000
2 Dwelling houses 40 20 2 Wood 2,500
1 Dwelling house 42 20 2 Wood 1,000
2 Dwelling houses. 50 18 1 Wood 1,200
1 Dwelling house 36 18 2 Wood 700
1 1 Dwelling house 40 20 1 Wood 1,100
and 1 schoolhouse
5 Dwelling houses 36 18 1 Wood 4,100
1 Superintendent’s 18 18 2 Wood 500
office
3 Dwelling houses 24 18 1 VWood 900
3 Dwelling houses 28 16 1 Wood 1,000

1 Dweiling house 50 16 1 Wood 400
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Number of For what purpose Dimensions Number 0Of what ZEstimated

bulldings Dbuilt, or how in feet of built value
occupied stories
2 Dwelling houses 26 16 1 Wood 600
4 Dwelling houses 30 18 1 Wood 1,450
1 Dwelling house 48 20 1 Wood 400
1 Dwelling house 40 18 1 Wood 400
1 Dwelling house 32 20 1 Wood - 400
1 Dwelling house 34 16 1 Wood 300
1 Dwelling house 26 18 1 Wood 300
1 Dwelling house 36 16 1 Wood 300
2 Dwelling houses 20 18 1 Wood 550
1 Dwelling house 32 14 1 Wood 250
A Dwelling houses 30 16 1 Wood 950
5 /, Dwelling houses 24 16 1 Wood 1,100
and 1 schoolhouse
1 Dwelling house 28 18 1 Wood - 250
7 Dwelling houses 18 16 1 Wood 1,250
2 Dwelling houses 18 18 1 Wood 300
1 Dwelling house 18 20 1 Wood 150
1 Draw-grinding shop 18 18 1 Wood 150
1 Dwelling house 16 14 1 Wood 100
5 Dwelling houses 16 16 1 Wood 500
1 Proof house 14 12 1 Vood and 200
stone
1 Timber shed 50 24 1 Wood 250

1 Tempering shop 26 16 1 Wood 200
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Number of For what purpose Dimensions Number Of what Estimated'

buildings built, or how in feet of built value
occupied stories
1 Engine-house and 16 12 2 Wood 300
lodging room

1 Saw mill - - Wood and 1,000
stone

1 Magazine 18 18 1 ¥ood 150

1 Iron store house 120 16 1 Wood and 1,000
stone

1 Charcoal house 111 30 1 Wood 400

1 Stone coal-house 30 30 1 Wood 400

1 Stable . 36 24 1 Wood 250

113 $150,650

RECAPITULATION

89 dwelling houses, and out-buildings $ 47,600

21 work shops and appendages 82,900

3 arsenals and magazine 20,150

113 $150,650
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Washington, D. C., The National Archives, (0ld Army Section,
War Records Division, R. G. 156, Office, Chiel of Ordnance,
Contract Book No. 13, p.79 80, National Archives, Washington, D. C.

JOHN MARKELL
/ 1st Page_/

For the Erection of Five

" Memorandum of Agreement made and entered into this
24th day of December 1830. Between George Rust Junior Superintendent
U. S. Armory at Harpers Ferry of the one part and John Markell
of the other part as follows. Viz: The salid Markell binds
himself to erect at Harpers Ferry (in such sites as the said Rust
shall select) previous to the first of August 1832 Five Dwelling
houses of the following description viz each d.elling house to be
thirty seven feet front and running back twenty feet to consist
of two and a half stories, the first of which (the basement story)
to be eight feet in the clear divided into a cellar, kitchen, and
pantry the walls to be of stone, and twenty two inches in thickness.
The Kitchen to be furnished with a fireplace and outer door with
one window of twelve lighis, and a stair way leading to the second
story, the cellar to be furnished with a windoi of the same size
and door communicating with the Kitchen. The second story to be
built of brick nine feet in the clear, divided into two rooms and
a passage the front and back walls fourteen inches thick and the
end walls nine inches thick each room to be furnished with two
-indows (one in front and rear, of twenty four lights each, one
fire place and a door communicating with the passage a door at
each end of the passage with four lights over each and a winding
stairway extending from the passage of the upper or half story.
The upper or half story to be of brick five feet in the clear,
divided into three rooms the walls nine inches thick two of these
rooms to be furnished with two windows of +twelve lights each and
the other room with one window of the same size. The door and
vwindow sills to be made of locust or yellow poplar, the outer
doors to be supplied with iron rimmed locks the inner.or partition
doors with common latches the houses to be plastered and painted
througnhout and covered with good cypress shingles. The whole
of the materials to be of good quality and the work to be executed
in a substantial manner, and the said George Rust Junior
Superintendent as aforesaid on behalf of the United States agrees
to pay to the said Markell at the rate of nine hunared and forty
dollars for each dwelling house of the description before mentiened



which shall be finished and completed by the said Markell under
this contract. The sald Rust Superintendent as aforesaid further
agrees that upon the application of the

Zéhd page_7 80
JOHN MARKELL
Divelling Houses at Harpers Ferry Virginia

said Markell at any time during the progress of the erection of
the said dwelling houses 1o pay the said Markell a sum equal to
tvo thirds of the value of the materials then furnished and the
viork then performed by the said Markell,

It is further understood by and between the parties that
if in making the excavation of the cellars of the before mentioned
dwelling houses it should be necessary to remove any rock, the
diff'erence betieen the cost of plain rock ex-cavation.

In witness whereof the parties have hereunto set their
hands and affixed itheir seals ithe day and year first writien.

George Rust Jr. Sup Seal
John liarkell Seal

Know all men by these presents, that we John larkell,
william Iucas and Danlel Bedinger are held and firmly bound to!
the United States of America in the sum of Five thousand dollars
current money to ve paid to the said United States, for which
payment vell and truly to be made and done, we bind ourselves
and each of us: our, and each of our heirs Exectrs and
Adnministrators for and in the whole sum jointly and severally,
Sealed .ith our seals and datved this 24th day of December One
Thousand Eight Hundred ang thirty.

The consideration ol this obligation is such thai whereas
the above bound John Markell has entered into the annexed and
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foregoing contract with the United States for the erection of
Five dvelling houses at Harpers Ferry Armory How if the said
Meriell shall feithfully pericorm the stipulations of the said
Contract of his part then the above obligation to ve void else
to remain in full force and virtue in law,

Sealed

Signed and sealed in

presence of : ( Jomn iarkell
H. E. Turner Signed ( William Lucas

( Daniel Bedinger

Original transmitted to the 2@ Comptroller Liay 4th 1831
Copy u to the 2@ Auditor

Chs Sitle



Washington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (ms) A Deed, John
Strider et ux. to the United States for water rights on the
Shenandoah River, June 27, 1833.

"This Indenture made this twenty seventh day of June,
in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and thirty
three Between John Strider and Sarah his wife of the County of
Jefferson and State of Virginia of the one part, and the
United States of America by the Hon, Lewis Cass, Secretary

of War of the other part, Witnesseth that the said John Strider

and Sarah his wife for an in consideration of the sum of Two
Thousand Six hundred Dollars, lawful money of the United States
to them in hand paid by the said United States of America
(through the Hon. Lewis Cass Secretary of War), at and before
the ensealling and delivery here of the receipt whereof is
hereby acknowledged, Have Granted, Bargained, and sold,
aliened, enfeoffed, released and confirmed, and by these
presents do grant, Bargain & sell alien, enfeoff, release,

and confirm unto the United States of America and their
assigns forever all the right, title, interest claim and
demand whatsoever of the said John Strider, and Sarah his
wife, of, and to the use and priviledge /sic./ of the waters
of the Shenandoah river between the mills of the said Strider
called the Gulph Mills, and the public works belonging to the
United States on said river below the fall in the river from
the said mills to the termination of the land of said Strider
being Two feet Three inches, commencing Two feet five inches
below the top of an iron bar now inserted in a rock, situated
in the tail race of the mill of said Strider; said bar being
twenty three feet six inches distant from the south corner

of said mill. The said John Strider and Sarah his wife for
the consideration before mentioned grant, bargain,_and_sell
unto the United States of America the priviledge /sic./ of
completing and perfecting the dams now extending parily across
the Shenandoah river, above and nearly opposite the said Gulph
Mills, so as to increase the supply of water to any extent,
passing down the_canal that leads to the Rifle Factory; also
the priviledge /sic./ of increasing the depth and width of

the present canal, extending from the dams last mentioned past - -

the mills of_said Strider to the Rifle Factory; also the
priviledge /sic./ of increasing-and extending the dam or dams
at the head of the canal or race which supplies the mills of
said Strider with water, and of increasing the depth and width
of said canal or race, and of constructing wastewiers /sic./
in the same, at such places as may be considered necessary by
the Superintendent of the Harpers ferry Armory, his successor,
or any future agent of the United States, for obtaining water
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for the public works now established, or which may hereafter
be established by the United States at, or near, the Rifle
Factory on the Shenandoah river; provided however that such
wastewiers /sic./ shall not be so constructed as to prevent
the free passage to the mills of said Strider of whatever
quantity of water he may require, without, however lessening
the force or quantity of water required by the United States.
And the said John Strider and Sarah his wife, for the con-
sideration before mentioned, grant and convey to the United
States of America and their assigns forever the priviledge Zslc;/
of erecting a dam or dems, partly or entirely across the
Shenandoah river at any point or points below the mills of
said Strider, the height of which however, shall not be more
than eight inches above the top of an iron bar now inserted
in a rock, situated near the upper end of the Island on which
the Rifle Factory is located, being the second rock of a
ledge of rocks, extending from said Island nearly across the
Shenandoah river in the direction of South 3/4° West: the said
iron bar is inserted in said rock so that the top thereof is
even with surface of the highest point of said rock, and in
order to identify it the more particularly, the following
bearings and distances have been ascertained, measuring from
said bar, viz; to the inner angle of a large rock near the
south margin of the Shenandoah river South 44° East; to the
East Chimney of'the dwelling house occupied by John H. Hall

#66 1/4° East; to the East corner of the
new stone addlti n to the dwelling house of said Strider
South 48 1/4° West; to the West corner of stone building

No. H /or 11 2/ attached to the Rifle Factory North 45 1/4°
Fast distant Two hundred and forty seven feet; and to the
Kast corner of the staone 1510_/ building formerly belonging
to Timothy Herrington decd North 29 1/2° West Two hundred

and twenty six fegt. To Have and to hold the said use,
priviledge, /sic./ and enjoyment of the water power before
mentioned hereby granted and conveyed unto the United States
of America and their assigns forever. And the said John
Strider and Sarah his wife, for themselves, their heirs,
Executors, and Administrators, do hereby covenant and agree
to warrant and defend the whole of the water power and the
right of using it as aforementicned hereby granted and con-
veyed unto the United States of America, and their assigns
forever free from the claim of them the said John Strider and
Sarah his wife and from the cleim or claims of every other
person or- persons whatsoever. And the said John Strider and
Sarah his wife for the consideration before expressed, release
& exonerate the United States from all claim whatever for the
previous use of the water power hereby conveyed.
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In Witness whereof the said John Strider and Sarah hs wife
have hereunto set their hands and affixed their seals the day
and year first written. ——
John Strider /LS/
Sareh Strider /LS/

Jefferson County to wit:

We James B. Wager and Geo. B. Stephenson Justices of the
peace for the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia do
hereby certify that John Strider party to a certain deed
bearing bearing date on the 27th day of June 1833 and hereto
annexed personally appeared before us in our County aforesaid
and acknowledged the same to be his act and deed and desired
us to certify the said acknowledgement to the Clerk of the
County Court of Jefferson in order that the said deed may be
recorded.

Given under our hands and seals this 27th day of June

1833.
James B, Wager LS/
Geo. B. Stephenson /I,
Jefferson County to wit:

We James Be. Wager and Geo. B. Stephenson Justices of
the peace for the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia
do hereby certify that Sarah Strider the wife of John Strider
parties to a certain deed bearing date on the 27th day of
June 1833 and hereto annexed personally appeared before us in
our county aforesaid and being examined by us privily and
apart from her husband and having the deed aforesaid fully
explained to her she the said Sarah acknowledged the same to
be her act and deed and declared that she had willingly signed
sealed and delivered the same and that she wished not to
retract it.

Given under our hands and seals this 27th day of June
1833.

James B. Wager ZESZ
Geo. B. Stephenson /LS/ "
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Washington, D. C., The National Archives, 0ld Army Section,

War Records Division, R.G. 156, Office, Chief of Ordnance,
Contract Book No. 13, pp. 190-191.

Daniel T. Matthias
For Carpenters work etc on 4 Buildings at Harpers Ferry

"{femorandum of agreement made and entered into this 15th day of
July 1833; between Daniel T Mathias of the one part and George Rust
Jr. Supt.Harpers Ferry Armory of the other part as follows:

The said Mathias binds himself to furnish all the
materials and perform the carpenters' work painting and plastering
of Four Buildings 28 feet front, 22 in rear, one and a half stories
high: the first story to have six doors plain pannel doors, the
front one to have plain transom--Six windows, two of 20 lights
& % 10 glass each, the other four 15 lights same size---Windows
and doors to be trimmed with plain architive: To be divided into
three rooms with one Fire place. Plain winding stairs running
to the second story one closepress or cupboard in front room
and sloset under stairs - plain mantle piece --- jolice to be 10
inches wide 2-1/2 thick double bridged and two feet from centre
to centre. The following to be one and a fourth inches thick
and not more than seven inches wide plain washboards. Story eight
feet in the clear. walls of Brick 14 in. thick. The second story
to have 2 doors seven windows three of 12 light each 8 x 10 glass.
The other four 9 lights each same size, to be divided into three
Rooms yith one fire place. Doors & windows to be trimmed with
plain architive (single) mantel piece and washboard plain. Joice
10 in wide 2-1/2 thick, two feet from centre to centre and double
bridged. Flooring one and a fourth in. thick and not more than
seven inches vide. Valls inches thick.

Back building 16 feet front 12 rear, one story high
9 in, walls. one plain panel door, itwo windows 12 lights each
8 x 10 glass, one fire place, plain mantel, doors and windows to'
be trimmed with plain single architive. Joice 7 in. wide 2-1/2
thick, two feet from centre to centre. Celler to have itwo windows
one door ebc.

The vhole of the Carpenter work, excepting the roof to
have two coats of paint - the door to be hinged & locked. The
building both front & rear to be plastered in the interior with
2 coats & skimmed. and to be covered with good Cypress shingles.
The vhole of the work to be done in a substantial workmanlike
manner, and of good materials well seasoned and completed on or
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before the lst day of lay 1834.

And the said George Rust Jr Supt as aforesaid agrees
on the part of U, States that the said lMathias shall te paid for
each building completed by him agreeable to the preceding
specification,

Daniel T. lfathias continued

Specifications the sum of five hundred and forty dollars, to be
paid on the completion of any one of the sald buildings. In
vitness vhereof the parties have hereunto set their hands & seals
the day and year first vwritten.

Test signed Dan T. Mathias Seal
George Rust Jr Supt

Bond

Know all men by these presents, that ve Danl T. Mathias
and /illiam Anderson, are held and firmly bound to the United
States of America in the sum of two thousand dollars, to be paid
to the sald United States, their certain Attorney or Ascigns}
for the sald true payment hereof, we bind ourselves, jolntly
& severally, our joint & several heirs, Extrs & Admrs sealed with
our seals, & dated 15th this day of July 1833.

The condition of the above obligation is such, that,
vwhereas the above bounden Danl T. Mathias has entered into the
preceeding agreement for furnishing the materials & furnishing
4 dwelling houses at Harpers Ferry Armory. If therefore the said
Danl T, Mathias shall on his part faithfully perform the
stipulations of said agreement then the above oonligation to be
vold else to remain in full force and virtue.

Test signed Dan. T. Mathias Seal
im Amderson

Original transmitted to 2" Comptroller November 7th 183
G Velsh

Faley hond signed by James Faley
F. Beckhan

Henry Crampton




Washington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 153, Office of the Judge
Advocate General, Military Regervation Division, Reservation File
1809-1942, West Virginia Box No. 45. (ms)

"Dwelling !} e8 belonging to U. S. at Harpers Ferry, W. Va.
June -39, 1848

Total Number00000000000182’
Broken up or btn'n'b....._lﬂ
163
Unoccupiedocooooooooooo__.a
161

Occupied by Officers and Clerks as Offices,, 12
® Vorkmen of Musket Factory....... 95
" " " " Riﬂe " [ X XT XY o__z

129 /[sic./
161

-129
42 /sic./

Occupied as Schools, Stable & Slaughter House,.. 7
" by persons not on the pay rollSeeeccccce3d

..0...................42“

115,
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Washington, D. C., National Archives R.G. 153 Office of the Judge
Advocate General, Military Reservation Division, Reservation 1809~
1942, West Virginia Box No. 45 (ms)

116.

"Dwelling Houses belong to U. S. at Harpers Ferry, W. Va,
September 30, 1849

Brtok, 2 s‘bory........37
"

1l " eeesesedl?

Stone 2 " eeseeseel9
" 1 ® eeesssseld
WOOd, 2 " eesscese 9
" 1 " ooocooooza
mooooooolm

Of 3.1 workmen on the rolls only 121 eccupy U, S. houses.™



Washington, D.C., Netional Archives R.G. 153 Office of the Judge
Advocate General, Military Reservation Division, Reservation
1809-1942, West Virginia Box No. 45 (ms).

"Dwelling Houses belonging to U, S. at Harpers Ferry, W. Va,
December 31, 1850

OffiQQSo..............n 1
Clerks and others.cecees 10

Parsonage and schoolS8e..e 4
Workmen -- or rente.eesss 110 (119 workmen occupy the 110 houses)

Other than workmeNeeesee 6

Unoccupied.............. 10
TOTALeooooocssee L4L

Brick, 2 story hous@Bsees 39
» n

1 ¥ oeee 15

Stone 2 " B oLee 19
n 1 n T .. 10
HOOd, 2 ot T oeee 9
" 1 0w " .. 49

m'oooooooooooola.



Flournoy, H. W., Editor, Calendar of Virginia State Papers,
Published Richmond, 1875 - 1893, Vol. 11, Jan. 1, 1836 - 8
April 15, 1869 116.

""Headquarters C.S. Army
Harpers Ferry, May 25, 1861
Special Order, No. 2:
Mr. Michael E. Price, Master of Tramsportation, will
remove without delay, towards Richmond, the Machinery
connected with the Rifle Works at the Harper's Ferry Armory:

1
By order of Brg. Gem  Jos. E. Johnston"



National Archives, Washingion, D. C., R.G. 92, Office of the

Quartermaster General, Consolidated Correspondence File, Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia (ms), ("Statement", from U. S. Military R.Rds.
to Brevet Major G. A. Flagg, endorsement dated February 24, 1866)

"R 58 8-2

119.

"Statement of Govt buildings & lumber at Harpers Ferry, Va. transferred
by the U. S. Mil. R.Rds to BVI. Major G. A. Flagg - AQM.

Statement of Government buildings and lumber at Harpers Ferry, Va.
transferred by the U. S. Milty R.Rds. to Brevet Major G. A. Flagg, AQM

Total Feet
1l One Engine House 164 x 26 feet 17557
1 One Machine and Blacksmith Shop 82 x 26 7150
2 Two Carpenters Mess Houses |
(In South Bolivar) 63 x 21 16676
1 One Mess House (on Herrs Island) 60 x 20 ") 7826
1 One Mess House opposite Suhbs Office 62 x 21 ”;
with wing 26 x 12 1) 8866
1 One Store House. (Herrs Island) 44, x 20 M 4964,
1 One Tool House (Upper Island) 37 x 22 4406
1 One Agents Qffice " 2L x 13 " 1713
1 One Building (Near Supts Office) | 16 x 16 " 1077
1 One Building " " " 18 x 16 ™ 1720
1 One Platform 197 x 27 15957
1 One Platform 232 x 22 15312
1 One " 446 x 25 33450
1 One n 112 x 16 5376 142050
One Lot Lumber (White Pine) 47142
One Lot Lumber (Oak) 500
1 One Lot Bemlock Scantling 7500 55142
Total number of feet 197192



120,
R980

Ge G. V. Rutherford

B.Gen.
Q.M.G.0
Fery 24, 1866

F. 521

Refers Statement of Govi. buildings and lumber at Harpers
Ferry, Va. Transferred by U. S. M.R.Rds. to Maj. Geo. A. Flagg.

WDBK ~ 7 - No. 1191 [/ 2/
Bk 66.
[Efamﬁ7

Decision Bk. 4 page 456

Buildings & Lumber
at
Harpers Ferry, Va.

# 39
I certify that I have personally inspected the within

named property find that it is not of further use to the Govern-
ment and recommend that it be sold at public auction.

/signed/ Geo. V. Rutherford
Brevet Brig. Genl.
Col & Chf. Ins Div

Respectifully referred to Brevet Brig. General J. J. Dana,
in charge 6th Division, Q.M.G.O., for his action.

"By order Q.M. Genl.

/signed/ Geo. V. Rutherford
Bvt. Brig. Generel,
Col. & Chf. Ins. Divn.
Q.M.G.0.
2/ Feby 66.
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Respectfully submitted to the Quarter Master Gemeral
and sale recommended.

[signed/ J. J. Dana 6

Colonel, QMD.
Bt. Brig. Genl

Q.M.G.0. )
Feb. 26/66)

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War for
authority to sell at public auction after due notice the
buildings and lumber at Harpers Ferry, Va. herein specified.

[illegible signature/

Quarter M. Gen,
Bt. Maj. Gen.

Q.M.G.0) )
Feb.26/66)

B.B. 19/3904

The recommendation of the Quarter Master General is
approved,

By order of the Secretary of War:

Jsigned/ Tho®. T Eckert
Act'g Ass't Secy of War.

War Dept
1st March 1866.



National Archives, Washington, D. C., RG 92 Office of the
Quartermaster General, Consolidated correspondence file Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia (ms), (Ltr. Capt. A. S. Kimball, Baltimore,
Md. to Maj. General M C. Miegs December 10, 1866)

Depot Quartermasters Office
Battimore Md. Dec. 10. 1866

Maj. Genl. M. C. Miegs
Q. M. G, U, S. A,
Washington, D. C.

General.

In reply to your Letter to Colonel Geo. W. Bradly
formerly on duty at this place, dated August 11, 1866, directing
that officer to report upon the claim of the "Independent
Order of 0dd Fellows" for damages dome to their Hall at Harpers
Ferry West Va. by the troops of the United States stated a&
$1500 I have_ the homor to state that I have caused an invisti-
gation /sic./ to be had of the case and find as follows, to
wit.

The Hall of this Lodge was built in conjuction with
the Methodist Protestant

L27
Church of Harpers Ferry, and comprises the upper story of that
Church. The building is of rough /cheap/ stone and its areas
are about 30 x 50 feet. The ground was the gift of the
government upon which the church is located.

The troops took possession of the Hall in 1862 but
at what particular date it was difficult to determine. The
occupation continued until the fall of 1863,a period of about
one year. The building does not appear to have beem occupied
by the order of any competent authority, but merely taken
possession of by the troops on duty at Harpers Ferry and used
as quarters for the BeD,

During this occupation the building was seriously
damaged. The

[ 3/
inside of the Hall, including windows, ceilings, joists, frame
work, and in fact every item of wood work, was removed or
utterly destroyed. It is probable that the wood work was torn
out and burned for fire wood. There is at the present time
nothing remaining except the naked stone walls and it is claimed

that the entire damage was commitged while the Hall was occupied
by the troops.



It is also claimed on the part of the Trustees that
a large amount of valuable furniture, the property of the Lodge,
was also destroyed by the troops. But of thB there could be

. obtained no evidence beyond the testimony of interested parties.

I am of opinion that the sum claimed, being $1500.
is no more than

Xy

would be required to put the Hall in such condition as it

is believed to have been when taken possession of by the troops.

- The claim for that part of the edifice used as a
Church has, I am informed, already been settled.

The Trustees, to whom the claim is presented are
reported to have been loyal during the war.

The papers relating to the claim are herewith respect-
fully returned.

I am General
Most Respectfully
Your Obt. Servt.
L /signed/ A. S. Kimball
L.R. Bk/2-Q/-1032

Capt. & A.Q.M.U.S.A.

2 Enclosures
Depot Q.M. Baltimore

N N’ o

123.
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Washington, D. C., National Archives RG 121, Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry File No. 154 (ms) n.p., ca. 1869

"Harpers Ferry Property
I On Potomac side,

Fire Engine House, about 30 ft. by 25 ft. one story brick sglate
roof, two iron doors, Cupola.

Long Building, about 100 ft. by 25 feet, one story brick, one
half demolished, but boarded up; with board roof. The
brick half has slate roof. Wooden part has brick gable.
Foundation, with dressed stone coping 100 feet by 25 ft.
2 feet above ground.

Foundation & Stone Coping, 2 feet above ground 100 feet by
25 feet,

Blacksmith Shop & Blast Furnace, about 250 feet by 30 feet
Chimney stack about 115 feet high & 10 feet at base all
of brick. Partly under rough roof, one story high, 21
iron window frames remaining, 2 iron door frames. Granite
foundadion dressed coping, about 2 feet above ground.

Front Wall of Govermment Yard, 12 panels of iron railing on
granite base & brick with brick piers brown stone coping
on piers. Double iron gates two in number. Heavy dressed
gate posts of granite five in number.

West Enclosure Wall and part of South Enclosure 46 pannels [Eic47
-~iron pickets between brick piers

L2/
stone coping base of masonry about six feet high.

South Enclosure in part, about 500 feet in length rock base
and solid brick above about eight feet high.

Cast Iron Overshot Wheel about 15 feet in dlameter set in pit
of masonry faced and coped with heavy dressed granite.
Forebay of iron frame and wood over the wheel about 15
feet square. 4 cog wheels 5 ft. diam. each on heavy
shaft of iron. 2 small cog wheels 3 ft. Two lines of
wrought iron shafting about 10 feet long each by 8 inches.
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Line of blast pipe 150 feet long by 10 inches under-
ground to blacksmith shop. Drum wheel in ground about

4 ft. diameter & part of shaft about 3 ft. long. Wooden
buckets all destroyed.

Foundation of Machine Shop built in 1857. ILaid about 4 feet
deep. Coping of dressed grenite--length about 100 f%.
width about 25 feet. 2 iron cogs about 4 £t. in diameter
& shaft about 12 ft. by 8 in.

Two Granite-faced Waste-ways. Walls about 12 feet high.

Overshot Wheel. Iron shaft wooden frame braced &
L3/
bolted with iron, journals broken & metal carried off.
6 large cogs 4 ft. diameter, 2 small do. 3 ft. Bed of
masonry about 40 feet by 15 ft. 1 large cog about 6

feet, 2 small do. about 3 ft. Drum wheel 4 feet wrought
shafts 12 feet by 8 in.

Foundation of Carpenter Shop 100 feet long about 30 feet
wide. DPart of dressed granite coping.

Foundation of Proof Shop 100 feet by 30. Granite-dressed
coping above ground about 10 inches.

Undershot Wheel. Iron shaft wooden frame wood nearly destroyed.
4 large cogs 6 ft. diam. 4 small cogs 3 ft. 2 drum wheels
5 ft. Shafts 2 10 £ft. by 8 in. A1l set in bed of dressed
granite blocks. 2 lateral shafts 8 ft. by 8 in. 2 Drum
wheels & shafts 10 ft. by & in.

Foundation of Millwright Shop. 100 ft. by 25 ft. Masonry
with dressed stone coping.

Turbine Wheel in bed under ground & perpendicular shaft, 1 cog
3 ft. 1 cog 2 ft. Cast iron frame & fly wheel heavy
4 ft. drain 8 in. wide, and operating shaft. Masonry bed
about 10 ft. square.

Long line of Masonry wall enclosure South

L47

Foundation of bullding about 25 ft. square. No coping.
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Foundation of Grinding Mill, 80 ft. by 25 ft. Heavy & long
dressed stone coping, 14 in. above ground.

Iron Flume 4 ft. diameter well bolted about 35 feet long
with perpendicular shaft_of Turbine Wheel. Turbine
Wheel probably burried /sic./ under ground.

0ld Machine Shop Foundation 80 ft. by 25. Masonry.
Two Cisterns

Flag Stone Walk along fronts of buildings about 1/4 mile in
length.

Rolling Mill and Till Hammer Shop. Brick one story, on
dressed stone coping to foundation. 17 iron window
frames. Length of building 200 feet by 40 £t. 2 door
frames iron. ILarge quantity dressed stone inside over
surface of shop. No roof.

Turbine Wheel & Flume. The latter about 30 feet length &
4 1n. diameter. Iron frames & supports. Wheel &
machinery burried /sic./ in ground similar to the
one before described.

Walls of Arched Warehouse. All of masonry 1 story 70 £t. by
50 ft.

L57
0ld Rolling Mill Shop Foundation. Stone coping dressed
200 £t. by 30 £t. Flag flooring many iron bolts.

Overshot Wheel Wood frame. 15 ft. diameter. Large revolving
shafts. Forebay 15 ft. square. Large masonry waste-way
about 60 ft. by 15 ft. 20 ft. deep. Dressed stone facing
and coping. Boiler iron supply pipe 25 ft. by 4 ft.

Iron water gate.

Iron Flume about 4 ft. diameter 20 ft. long. Iron water gate.

Coping of Canal Wall blocks of dressed stones about 6, 8, 10
ft. long 8 in. thick. Stones well squared about 500 feet

in length.

Locks of Canal at Dam on Potomac & headway one open gate, One
lifting gate & chains.
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11 Shenandoah Side

Foundation of Rifle Factory had order of 2 or 3 buildings
200 £t. by 60 - 80 ft. by 60 ft. -
100 ft. by 60
Lot of dressed coping.

Foundation of Stable about 50 ft. square. Dressed stone
coping.

Immense open quarries of stone face the property.
Ihe property in machinery described & in the great

quantities of dressed stone and building material laying /sic./
around upon the land must be of very great value.”



National Archives, Washington, D. C. RG 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Case No. 154. (ms) (Copy dated 30 September
1873, Washington, D. C., of an Agreement between J.R. Poinsett,
Secretary of War and Louis McLane, presdent of the B.&0). Company
dated 5 November 1838) 13 pp.

" UNITED STATES fSeal/ OF AMERICA

War Department th
Washington City September 30." 1873

Pursuant to the Act of Congress of the 22nd February 1849, I
H. F. Crosby Chief Clerk of the war Department in the absence
of the Secretary of war, do hereby certify that the annexed
document and chart have been truly copied from the originals
on file in the Office of the Chief of Ordinance of

This department

/Seal of the In witness whereof I have
Treasury hereunto set my hand and
Department caused the seal of the War
u. s./ Department to be affixed on the

day and year first above written.

/signed/ H. F. Crosby
Chief Clerk

In the absence of the Secretary of War

72

~

Agreement:

The following agreement contains the terms and conditions
upon which the Bdtimore and Ohio Railroad Company shall be, and
they are hereby, premitted /sic./ to construct that part of the
main stem of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad which is poposed
to be constructed westward from the present viaduct at Harper's
Ferry along and through the property of the United States at
that place. '

They have laid down two routes for the said main stem
which are designated in the drawing and plan annexed hereto as
a part hereof and lettered A. and B respectively, the description
of which is as follows:-

The route A leaves the Railroad viaduct at er near second
pier from the Virginia shore and turns to the right up the Potomac
until it acquires a direction parallel or nearly so to the new

128.



river wall now being erected by the United States on the river
side of the northern row of work shops belonging to the musket
armory.

The outside of this wall is about forty feet from the
river front of said workshop and its top will when finished, be
about

/3.7

fourteen or fifteen feet above low water in the river the space
between the wall and the shops being filled up and graded as

a street. The route for the Railroad having reached the United
States property at the lower or eastern end of the wall just
mentioned passes up the river on the outside of that wall with

a view to the construction of an additional wall in the river
parallel to the United States wall and about twenty feet there-
from: this additional wall to be built by the company of such

a height as may be deemed necessary to guard against danger from
high water to be superstructure that may be placed upon the wall:
the United States wall being also raised by the company to such
a height as may be deemed necessary for the same purpose: the
part so raised not extending inwards from the outer face of the
wall at its top more than five feet: the space between the two
walls to be left open throughout -- for the passage of the

water of the river: the road to be so constructed opposite

the tilt hammer shop as to leave a clear space of twenty feet
between the road and the river front of the shop. Should the
construction of the road be found to make the tilt hammer shop

L&/
inconveniently dark, the railroad company shall make such changes
in the manner of lighting the building as the Secretary of War
may require so as to put it into as good a condition in this
respect as it is in at present. The entrance of the water of
the river into the space between the walls above mentioned and
its excit /sic./ therefrom to be provided for by proper openings
in the outer wall. The route after passing the tilt hammer shop
ascends the river along the outer bank of the United States
canal by a solid embankment and wall: the embankment of the
railroad to be supported on the river side by a new wall to
be founded on the bed of the river, the said embankment covering
the present bank of the canal so as to have the benefit of it:
if desired, in diminishing the quantity of earth and other
materials to be supplied for the formation of the road bed.
When the route reaches the head gates of themmal it crosses
the canal upon an oblique line by a bridge with a wooden super-
struction of two spans of about one hundred feet each, the pier
of the bridge being in a line with the pier of the head gates

129.
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/5.7

and consisting of an extension of the same eastwardly, and the
abutments of the bridge being so far apart as to embrace the
entire present width of the camal and also a sufficient space
on the southern side of the channel by which the river enters
the canal just above the head gates to allow of the passage of
the proposed couty road under the railroad along the ianner
margin of the chanmnel and near the level of the water: the
elevation of the said road being made sufficieant at this

point to give it a clear height of at least twelve feet above
the county road. The route passes along the two precipitous
points of rock immediately above the head gates and subsequently,
pursues the Vyirginia shore of the Potomac towards Elk Branch
without interference with the intended location of the county
road.

Route B, is identical with route A, to a point west
of the tilt hammer shop, and east of the present cross wall
where it diverges from the route A. into the river for the
purpose of obtaining a suitable curvature to cross the United
States canal at or near the said cross wall as represented
in the drawing and then

16/

returning southwardly crosses the route A. and the said canal

at or near the said cross wall to the hillside on the southern
margin of the canal: the grade of the road being so elevated

as to give a clear hight /sic./ at least twelve feet above

the present of the water im the canal and over the county

road as it shall be located along the inner margin of the canal.
‘The railroad after so crossing the canal and country road pursues
the hillside upwards to the head gates and thier /sic./ falls
into route A.

The superstructions for the support of the railway
upon the parallel walls above described om route A. to comnsist
of wooden tressels [ﬁic;/ or pillars of brick, stome or iron,
as the company may prefer: the posts or pillars to be placed
at least fifteen apart from centre to centre lengthwise of
-the reoad and to be not more than eighteen inches in diameter:
the supports to stdmd in two parallel lines one upon the Govern-
ment wall raised as above mentioned and the other upon the
parallel wall built by the railroad Company.

The option is given to the said



L7/

company to take either of the routes above indicated, provided,
however, that should the United States pay to the sald company
the difference between the cost of constructing the route "A",
and the route "B" to be ascertained by a careful survey before
commencing the construction of the road, then the said company
shall take the route "A" and comnstruct thelr road thereon. And
in case the Secretary of War should require it the wall to be
built by the said company above the tilt hammer shop shall be
solid and sufficiently puddled to prevent breakage from the
canal, so as to make it serve not only as the support of the
said railroad but as the river wall of the embankment of said
canal, the said company in this event having the privilege of
using the materials of the presant /sic./ wall as far as may
be done without endangering the canal,

In the construction of the river wall below or east
of the tilt hammer shop by the said company, there shall be
left sufficient openings opposite each tail race from the water
wheels of the armory

L[87

to facilitate the discharge of the water therefrom and as
auxiliary to the vent between the two parallel walls aforesaid.

The watelff;7 power privilege of the United States
shall not be injured or obstructed, but a free passage shall

be left for the water from the channel or the river near Striders
warehouse above the public dam and at all other places and points

specified and reserved between such warehouse and the falls
immediately below the viaduct.

Should the said company desire to take materials from
the ground belonging to the 'United States' they shall be
permitted to_do_so free of expense at such places as may be
disignated /sic. / by the superintendant /sic./ of the Armory
or premitted /sic./ by the Secretary of War.

The road through the United States property shall be_

constructed at the minimum elevation not exceeding the hight Lsxc 7

of the present viaduct as_far as the tilt hammer shop, and the

parapet wall disignated /sic. / on the drawing shall be constructed

of good mortar masonery.

The said company shall allow the

131.



[ 97
United States to castruct and keep up forever a depot with suitable
tracks switches and turnabouts to be connected with the said road

and the second story of a warehouse proposed to be erected by the
United States.

Should the said company be required by the Secretary of
War so to do, they shall remove at thier /sic / own expense two
wooden buildings marked 'x' and 'v' on the drawing from ther /sic./
present position to such place as the Secretary of War may direct.

The tressel /sic./ work of the said road shall be terminated
west of the tilt hammer shop at the point marked 'B® on the drawings,

and the said company shall, if required by the Secretary of War
construct, opposite, the waste way, a culvert to facilitate the
escape of surplus water and the drainage of the canal.

There shall be left at the cross wall aforesaid a suffi-
cient space for the site of a saw mill in reference to the futuge
arection of which the said company shall construct a culvert suit-
able for a waste way and tail race for the accommodation of said
mill.

In the event of the selection of the
/107

line 'B' the said company shall £ill up the space between that
line and the canal wall from the point where the line diverges
from the wall to that where it again intersects the wall so as
to render the reconstruction or repairs of the wall unnecessary.

The said company shall locate and execute all the parts
of thier /sic,/ work in such manner as shall cause the least
danger or injury to the United States property and any practicable
alternation consistent with the proper and judicious location and
construction of the said road, that may enhance the value of the
property of the United States and that shall be required by the
Secretary of War shall be made by the said company the additional
expense thereof being paid by the United States.

In locating and constructing the said road particularly
the walls, abutments and piers, at and near the present viaduct
and the eastern boundary of the property of the United States, the
said company shall locate and construct the same so as to produce
the least possible dimination /sic / in the width of the

river consistant [sic.7with the security of the said walls,

132.
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abutments, and piers.

In the construction of those portions of the said road
between the points indicated on the drawings at 'K and 'L' the
superintendent Lsic 7 of the Armory may exercise such supervision
and control as may be necessary to prevent the filling up or obstruction
of the canal bed of the river, and site for the county road.

In the use of the road authority to construct which along
and over the property of the United States is hereby conceded on
the terms herein set forth, it is expressly, stipulated that the
cars of the said company shall not be left standing on the track
in front of the work shops of the Armory so as to obtruct the light
and air.

It is further stipulated that should the said company deem
it their interest to use wood instead of stome coal as the fuel of
thier /sic_l.engines and damage should be done thereby to the pro-
perty of the United States, the said company will become the insurers,
and will be answerable and responsible for the same.

In testimony whereof and for the
/127

Purpose of granting to the said company the privileges aforesaid

upon the terms aforesaid. Joel R. Poinsett, Secretary o War of the
United States hath hereto set his hand and for the purpose of signi-
fying the assent of the said company to the said terms and binding them
to the fullfilment /sic / thereof Louis McLane the president of the
said company hath hereto set his hand and caused the corporate seal

of the said company to be affixed hereunto.

Dated this fifth day of November in the yeéar eighteen
hundred and thirty-eight.

J. R. Poinsett
Louis McLane
[ SEAL /
/BALTIMORE

AND _
Ohio R.R./

Witness to signature of Louis McLane
Jno H. B. Latrobe

Witness to signature of J. R. Poinsett
Jno. T. Cochrane "
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United States of America )
) S. S.

District of West Virginia )
)

I, Jasper G. Moore, Clerk of the District Court
of the United States for the District of West Virginia, do
certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the record in
the case of the United States of America & others against
the Baltimore & Ohio Ril Road, Company, lately depending
in said Court at Wheeling in said District, Except the
Evidence in said cause and the Photographic Map used at the sale
of the saild Harpers Ferry property.

In testimony whereof I hereto set my hand and the
Seal of said District.

Court at Wheeling in said District
this 8th day of May A.D. 1876
and in the 100th year oi the Independence of
the United States of Amgica.

Jasper G. Moore, Clerk

D.C. U.S. D. W.Va.



wagningion,; V. U, NaAtional airfenives ne LZL rublic oulldings
Service, Harpers Ferry, Vest Virginia File Dawer No. 28, mrinted

pamphlet, 6" x 8 1/2", 32 pages. 135.
43D Coxonnss,} N SENATE. { Ex. Doc.
1st Session. - No. 6.
1 :
! LETTER

FROM THL

CHIEF CLERK OF THE JAR DEPART\IE‘IT

COMMUNICATING,

L In compliance with a Senate resolution of Divember 4, 1873, information
mn lclauon to the sale of Government property at Haapco s Ferry.

DeceMBER 13, 1r73.—Ordered to Tie on the table and be prioted.

War DEPART\LE\'I -
N “ashington C'ity, December 12, 1873. !

i Sig: In response to the resolution of the United States Senate of the
: 4th instant, directing the Secretary of War to * transmit to the Senate
all the information in his poase»mon in relation to the Government
property at. Harper's Ferry, W. Va,, “ineluding the sale thereof,” 1
#have the houor, in the absence of the Secretary. of War, to transmit
berewith a tranxeript from the reconds of the Department and copies of
such papers on file as will give full information in relation to the Har-
per’s Ferry sale and subsequent ofticial action thereon by the War De-
partment.
YVery respectfully, your obedient servaut,
. T. CROSBY. i
Chiet Clerk. B
The PRESIDENT pro tempore of lhc United States Senate,

i »

i , OrDNANCE OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT,
b Washington, December 11,1873,
! \ Sir: In lulﬁllmem of the requirements of the resolution ot the Sen-
.- ate of December 4, 1873, I inclose herewith to you transeript from the
records of this oftice and copies of such papers on file here as will give
i fall information in relation to the lHarper’s Ferry sale and 5\lbﬁeq\\t‘llt
' official action thereon by-the War Department.
! The inclosnres are: '
f © 1, Trauscript of the accouunt of sale, with photographic copy of the
; map of Harper's Ferry.
-2 (ioples of correspondence relgting to the property disposed of at
the sale
The Senate resolution is herewith returned.
l By order of the Chief of Orduauce:
- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ]
" S, V. BEXNET,
: : Major of Ordnance.
@ The honorable the SECRETARY OF WAR.




136.

‘2 BALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HARPER'S FERRY.., - SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HARPER'S FERRY. 3

Abstract of saleof United States roperty at and near Hurper's Fervy, W. Fa., nold at public i : -
1 L . r ! sy ¢ auttion, at the toicn of Harper's Ferry, on the )M of Norember, and the Wt and 2d duys of
{,‘:’:’:’"3:;" y ‘l:?’l%” i{-ﬂ?“"'f’ ‘otterfield, “"“'""”."_'"; ax dir ided I')‘"d_ _l,‘“;l ')’f‘f by l\l') H[““"_" Brown, surreyor, as per mi:f;(l of 1469, 'approrml by Hon, Willian W, Belknap, Seere h'/;'y ¢:'/’
K ‘lrt’ ;' ro':?u':in ; ﬁ'; o ,M n;g:{;-ru’;::lml-l 'ILI:;; II’I:":‘I”:‘I:I’!:M "Qlld( 1:-’()1‘1’;r ll)lp':':‘“t.l/;n l’):';::g;,iu;/‘;;; 51,’ (;c(fng under inutriet’ons from the Orduance Department ot Washington, in pursnance of an
L L Nentents, (@i ‘ ey " K e [ nited Stale sy I Frery. i e t W ‘ irainin e
bracing also the unsold Iots qml Intx pm"c-lmurd aml wot paid for, as per wap and sole of 1,_1;‘:2. en at and uear Harper'n Feery, in tht: county of Jeferson, Wt Firgiie”

. ‘ . ' Notey seenred by bond for— !
I ' |
' 8 . Inclined by pur- When paid. I ;
. ] Lowation wnel remarks, Names of parelhasers, Awount, o chaser ad taken ! One year. ‘Lwo years. S Irite of de\.i Atartis,
; s y— - : y
Al f\ .
F & -y T e -y T !
é S a ‘ l Date. Amount. Date. Ameonnt. | First note. | Second note, : '
— - e~ ___.i_ - [ S A P —— e —
11669 The water power entire of the | Capt. F. (. Mdams *. ..., QITH, 000 00 ... .ooeiiiaiies oe. ) e GO [Rw ! ..
T coue? “‘ﬂ_uh‘_h:,byﬂw 1 dams i, Dee. 30, 1369 232,000 00, Dee, 30, 1569 [3rt, 000 001, eennraet vanmemnanenis ceenrenaaenns e
’n Btatew, embracing ! |
aite of old armory bujldings, . '
or musket factory, Byrnes ' '
, all that strip of
land and bluff bordering on ) |
, the Potomac River, and lying '
betweon said river and the . .
! streets and lots as laid down | |
. oR map of 1060, .
: 81 "l'g pnw&renﬂm h:fdt\‘:e Capt, F.C, A ... H0M00 .. Dec 16,1869} 15,000 00 Dee. 16,1369 15,000 00 . cocvenvneneiiimeiiiiiit cieviiranaanes P,
Ver as v ' !
‘ the United States, em i ‘
the site of the rifie factory, i ;
| with all the appurtenances § :
3 |
Sldl'm;‘mr? wit&: Johu W. Nevr & Co..... 1,Li9000_......... [, Dée. 6,1269 875 o) Dec. 6, 1569 L0 1
land contafni N ) .
m(-thmh wide of the | '
river, mad s ferry Jot on ' :
side, with fremtcariverof 943 ! \ '
_ Sood e Toll atrest, 148 feet; | !
; . o MM foet; |
$ sad en Bridge etreet, 8 feet ; i | |
i whemo howses southside of ] ‘
\1 David M, King ....o..... 0000 ... Dec, 610691 1,675 00, Dre. 6,169 | 1,735 00 oo e e .
by | : !
. |
\ ! I
Wiliam (. Bradley...... 13,100 00 John A. ARl and! Deeo 617607 6,550 00 Do, 61463 6,530 00 ... P
: Dan V. .AhL ! } | |
: |
v ! '
' - f . !
4 I ‘ f
i !
. |
a[ [ l |
a . | |
L . o Diee. 6,18697 1,002 50 Dee. 6, 1069 :
[ 4 a‘&“}f‘.‘{{%mﬂ'_’_‘“_‘_‘ ;::g pod i, 16,1269 | 1,52 50 Dec. 16, 126
{ i J. M Decoulne ‘l,g gg‘ Dec. 6,1269 | 1,900 00, Dee, 6, 1769
§ o 050 00 1%e block & lot @ | coceeemeenvoailieanei oL L
A 2,050 00 Dee. 6, 1469 | 1,153 00! Dec. w, 269
A 2, 025 00 |
.,| A 2 085 00 N Dec. 6, 14691 1,42 o) Dee, 6, 1869
" ® T, 250 00 S Dee. 6,160] 45 00 Dee, 6, 1469
. B 6100 00 . L Tl e e
B 5,000 00 ... evnerernennnne Dec. 6,1869
c 100 00 oo . Dec. 6, 1369
!
- Dee. G, 1869
5 LERO..oreeooenonne Dec, G 1369
) 4 1 Dee. 6, 1869
g })oc. 6, 1469
Dec. 6. 1269
e Fenton V. Cockrell Doe. 8108
. ] 1heee| Lota north of ¢ Josephk D. Holmes, ... Bft :-: }S,;"’«,”
" Inabella Leivenring. . Dec. G 169
Edward Tearney. e

KF, Yot 1)
*Notes and bonds of F. C. Adams, sent to Sveretary £ War July 15, 1872
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Abatract of sale of United States property at and near Harper's Ferry, IW. Ve, sold al public auction, at the town of Huwrper's Ferry, §e.—Coutinued.
, .

I Notes seeured by hond for— ' R
Declined by pur.

Location and remarks. Names of purchasers. | Amount. | chaser and taken

by— C—— - -

e e — - When pai 1. i

One year, t Two years, }
)
l

Date of deed. WReanurk .

Date. . Amount.

Block.

Date. P Amonut. . Fist note. Seeond uote.

{ lot.

John Wilson
Thomas W. Gallach
.{ Mary A. Percival
.| Dorsey H. Irwin

Lots nlorth of Shenandoah st..

&0 00 (see'bloek F.lotg)!

¥4 m
175 00, Dee. 6, 1569 133 w'.

?; §§§§§ l Date of map.

=

George Koonee. ..
Georgze Freeman. .
Louise Evans. ..

.................................. N SRR AT

.................... ! 6, 1N6Y 15 00 Dee.

|
G, 1263 42 3, Dee.

T T T
4 et 1t i e et 0 et o ot e

i

53 A= G R LD D DR

1,137 .;o,D«- 6, 1671 lD«\
1,157 0,

Edward Murphy.
James McGraw.
Isaac Gilbert. ..
.. Brﬁ:fe( Boerley
..| Patrick O'Beirne..
-.| George Koonce ..
.| Edmund H. Chambers. ..

‘| Franels Gannou ...
-{ Dorsey H. Irwin ..

. JolmE Irwin..

Shenamdoah st.) | 7777 smeme sl [resesensn s e
31 00].cceiiiacenannan,
53 00| (See block I, lot 5)
30 00} Sarah A. McDaniel
30 00|...

61 00).

.| Zadock Rutt.....
J. Robinson Stra,
. Dnnic:{ Ames....

86 00 (Sce block F, lot 1)

Gor eH Bender.......
William M. Graham.....
Samuel Coleman.........
...... d e ieteencsssenencsresas.| James Warfield..

.| Oliver Hall..............
...... ...| Harrison Robinson ......
................ .|Jamea Muegrove....
.| Samuel Irbey...... .
..| Jefferson Page..........
.............. ..|Lydia A. Kilham ........
1 DR S ..| Thomas A.Kirwan......
................ ..|John W. Marlatt........
................ ..JJohn C. Storm. ..........
..] Thomas A. Kirwan...... . -
...... . .| John Gllbert ............ . svesseceosfiseiaianeac.
.............. . Bnrrinon Robinson ...... - -

BrB %2

23

Wnbur A. Winters
Thomas Jefferson
Daniel Amen ..

=

See hlock Q, lot 5)
| (See Llock F, lot 1)

(See block I, ot )
i (3ee block A, lot 8)

o~

28282owaund
$382832333333

T X X EELCODOLOLLOOLED W TR C O A A N e d e S e i i

R N T sesessfianiiancansan R T TN P FN
o ) ) AR AR AL S R R R L L TR YT T S R PP NI PR
- FO . -
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SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HARPER'S FERLY. T

Abatract of sale of United Statex Pproperty at and wear Haypei's Ferry, 1. Vuoosold at public auction, at the town of Frerper's Forry, §e.—Continned.

Y P

Block.

—t bt
it -

L1S Ay

gy

-
.

g

ks

P
[

l;w of mep,

BT~ N cln .......................
Q... do.

J

! Lawation und remarke,

|
[
r

Nawwesof pirciesaers,

* Nicholas Marmion. . N
Daniel Smen .

#E«hd H. Chambers, l‘ur
i lh].uunmmn.:\ i
..... WOl
J Bettie E. Koonee. . oon. .. :
| Edward Tearney.. ... '

 Jomeph A. MeFadden..
..lmlomolv\ Yantin...... o
) Mary A, Pervived ... .. )

Ellen M. Brittain........ ,
. David M. King s
Harry ]ung ............. '

P. H, Strode, for Mniself
and other beirs of Ld :

Colored M. E. Church. ..
Nancy Blanham

Ellen King.............. .
ris Gannon. . .

Thomas T. Earushaw. . ..
.| Patrick O'Beirne. .......

John L. Walsh_......_..
-.| Charles E. Beller. .......
.| John Fitzpatrick........
.. Thoman A. Kirwaa......
- Valinda Sti

- David M, King....
Thomans H. Tril
l Edmond H. Chambers. . .

do Thomas T.Earnshaw. ...
v Ttween Fillnore and Clay st Johu Billwan

REHBITT S,

&2 ll" (See bl k 1. lat ) "

i ;
] Notes secitred iy bond for— '
When paid.

" Ihadined by

el and ko One year., Two yeara. _Dateof dvedd. ' Remiarks,
- ;» R - -
{ L Date. [ Amomt.  Date. Amount. - First note. Second note.

:l: ::'I ¥ (Sev Mok Floth)'

W IR
16 00 (Se lot ) .. ... ... !
:':3 ::;‘ }(sﬂ. Lk Foloth) weeeve-es [T [P N ;

L R S
21 (Seehlock B dog 7~ 00 s e e
Camp Hill)

@, T O
63 00 (See Jot 3, port T T T T I T R
f \hru.uulmh at.) ! !

#2230 v,
H W Dee.

. t
| ; |
10 00 e Mock Colog 1) teememeemmieess ’ .......... e R A Lo EEEEEAEEEREED [ e
' | f ! :
‘i_l(W.Al\nJa(kwm """" Dee, 61‘-69, -g;,mlnﬂ._ 6, 1669 ),.,001-.'-; .............. ; ..........
3 00 . Dec. 61369 | 500, Dec. 61669 500, Dec. 15,1551 Dec. 15,1551 [ Jan, 10, 153 ..
e’ : 61560 800 oieiieeii e eeeieesee e R
it ; . 6,1360; 500 Dec. 61869 B 00 .ceiieiiieiieiien e,

Feh,
Jan. 1&1&70 Paid canh.
Jan. 13,1870 Paid cash.

3T, 1892 JRB 2R/, 1072

i z-OODﬂ.
I

5 See Dlovk I lot 3)..
6 30! {See Jot 34, ngrr
Teservation.) ‘

|
l
|

i
{Seve lot 3. nurthof
Shenandouh at.) | , Dec

(See Jot 34, Wager
reservation.)

190 .
200 {See block H.lot 7,
Camp Hill.) ,
| B Lt
HWOG....... et ivesaaann |
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AT HARPER'S

FERRY. "

Abstract of sale of United States property atand ncar Harper's Forry, W, Va., vold at public auction, at the town of Harper's Ferry, fe.—Continned.

¢« Camp HII)

pals

Second note. |

SRt . . —— o
. | i Notes secured by bond for— '
£ When
i . . ’ ' Deelined by par. .
s Lovation aml renarha. . Names of purchasers. Amnount. l‘lm-«r.uul taken One year. Two years.
= .': E' ¢ ' l - )
=5 3= i } | Date. .\moun(.l' Date. ! .\mmmt.i First note.
=z =2 = i ' ! !
. i
N ' ) : | ' . !
DD | 21ri Between Fillmore and Clay st Edmond H. Chambers. .. 2230 00 (Sce blovk H, lot 7, ! """"""" 5 ;
. . .
|

) .3 l-n?!"

DD . 41w
DI 53
hu 1610,
2 l 11~

2140

Jolin Fnzpnh uL .
Wiﬂhm Butts .

." Edwitrd Polls. ...

. Hnr\ 1. Faroshaw
llx G. Rowson ...
L. \hrwbmlm-

. Dnnh-l Amen

 Bimpey Miniey
Anlbolf\' Busaey

. ).hnl) \mmg .........
.| Va. [.odge)ollool-

EEREEEERRRRARRER

{

120 O, (See lcl:x 8, nurth of .

240 00,
240 00 .

14

40 00 (Reebliwk FF, lots
200§ 23 anld.)

140 00 (See block 2, lot 2.),

200 00 (See block l'l" |.utu

-y

5 00

=
®

g

_sg_s_,szgss;s_ss

JEECE

ool
{See Ulock T, lot 5) |

'(Rﬁ- bk JJ, lota
] 4anl 3.)
|
|

00|
125 00:
230 00! Mary B. Endrick ..
)‘4)‘!; w= Sally J. D. Grubb. .

z§§E§§§§§§§

§.° }(Seem.ur mu
€ 80 (See block Lot )|

00' (See block r.‘lot.,
| Samd3) i

Date of doed,

Remarks.

6 149
6, 1869
6, 1369

L

6, 1669
6, 1869
6,1369

:Pald cash.

. 13, 18450
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htract of sade of United States propeety of aud noar Harpor's Foey, W

B Iedined by pur-
= Location i vemarhs, Nt~ of purelirsers, ASUIGTITN chaseranl tahen
. = . nw—
< z .
s =
Lol sre, Coamp Hlbee Dorsey 1. Ernin £ ) (Seelot = northiot
TR R T T | 1 du 15 00§ Shenandoahst,)
. Diniel A PN

MM | 4159
MM O

MM | 8,160
MM | T,
MM F 1R

MM oL

MM 106D
MM 11 160!
MM 121869
MM 131
MM 116D

|
|

b
R T,
Lo Arther Lewis,
.. Henry P Dean..
... Owen Blanehtield,
L Joseph TL Youny
corge Kounee
1

. m T Porterttehd,
...... James H. Boden. ..., ..
... Willinm B, Chambers. ...
Lo Aniie Lo MeCarty ...
... Thomas.Jefterane.
... Willimm B, Chamin

Cdacob Bird ...

‘5.') (1]}

205,703 W

BAN(i] ) Seeblock F.lot 1,

C Dwee,
PP,

140.
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Poosaldd ol pudliv anetion. al the toen of Havper's Feery, de.—Continnel,

Notes seennad by bond for—

Win i paid, !

e vear. Two yvenrs, Ditteof dessd, Remarhe.

Date. Awonnt, Ihate, ‘ Awwint,  First note, Neeand e,

1, 1250 Paid eash.
16, 1270 Paideash.

- Feb,
Feb.

Jan,

CFeb. 161

6, 1=y
0, =60
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CORRERPONDENCE RELATING TO THE HARPER'S FERRY PURCIHASES,

. Hanrrer's Feney, Wo Vi, Norwhor 3, 150,
Gexerst: Inelosed please tind o petition which explains its purport, addressal 1o
the Hon, Williion W, Belknap, Reeretary of War, by o fes of the porehasers, at the
sale of public Iands at this place, on the 3th November and Ist December, 164,
on behalf of themselves and other purehasers. Donbtless it wonbld bave been sigpel
Ly alb the purehasers iof time permitted, bt Dadsised its transmis<don sothat it wigh
meet the honorible Reeretary before Tie elosed his annnal report to the Presidens, in
which he might, if e deemel it peaper, vefer to the sihjeet. :
With the hixhest respect, your obedient servaunt,
A MOKITZMILLER,
l'ulmml./'m' th partioa,
Byt, Brig. tien, AL B Dyen,
Chict of (hdunee, Washinglon, 110,

nelosare ¢ A ML Kitziniller's letter, ]

Hanree's Feeny, Jerrinsos Corsry, W, Vi,
. Novewmber 1, 1=70,
To the Hon, WiLptas W, BELKNAE, Seerctary of War ;

The undemsignel, all eitizens of Harper's Feeryoin the County of Jefferson, in the
State of West Virginia, who, on the 30th November and the It Decemnber, 1269, did
become the prrehasersof lots at the publie sales of the United States Linds, at the said
place, in pursnance of the provisions of anact of Congress for that purpose, desire,
with great respect, to represent to your hopor: That npon the parehase of the water-
power and privileges of the Government, by private puarties, the same being the tirst
sold at auction, it was represented to the people generally that the intention and par.
poses of the purchaser were, without delay, to reconstraet and ereet valoable ficto-
ries aud buildings on the lauds hevetoforc owned by the United States aind used and
ocenpicd by the Government as g national armoery ; the writers, with a great by
of others, were indneed to purehase Tnrgely, oun the faith that these assuranees wonlid
in like goodd faith be complied with on the part of the prineipal vendee of the Gov-
ernment, who bought, as the fimt property sold, lots Nos, 1 and £ of the catalogue,
Iu other wonlds, we pnt faith in the widely-spread rumor and the corroborating stute-
ments of Captaln Adams, the poreliser, that our parehases nider these ciremistanees
would be & very goml investinent for business purposes in the foture, and, conwe-
quently, we did bid off our respective lots at prices largely in excess of their valne
nnder any other cirenmstances than those referred to,

The meaning of this ix, that the nndersigned have heen grievously disappointed hy
the parties from whom it was suppossd better things wonld be expeeted. However,
thene contingencies have not ocenrred, and we deplore the necessities of the times,
which, doubtless, hiave mminly inflnenced submequent action on this poiut by the par-
ties mont vitally interested in the prosecution of their enterprise,

But we do insist that onr purchases of these lots, after the water-power and privi-

leges were declared to be the property of Captain F. C. Adams, as the highest Didder
in the interests of private capatalists, was chiefly dictated by the idea that the pros-
perity of the town was thereby insured us it had been before the war, by the dislinrse-
ment by the Government in previons years in manufacture, and to whiclh the saue
water-power had heen in those days devoted.

The undersigned wish to impress upon yonr honot’s attention the sulmstantive fact
that, after the lapse of four years of war and its accompanying desolation to our vil-
lage, the contignons conntry, and all the husiness operations of the people gemerally
in the vicinity, this gleam of prospective proaperity was indeed cheering aml well
calenlated to afford renewerd hopes of the fatnre, to elate the apirits of everyiualy, aml
hence the eagernems to build upon these hopes, which so far were cantles, imaginagily
constructed, air-bmilt indeed. " .

In addition to all this, we beg to repragent to your honor that many perons, ear-
ried away by this supposed prospect, in fact iutoxicated with it, and probably by
strong drink, mingled with the crowd of purchasers and run up the several jits on
bona fide purchasers to excessive prices, whereby they imposed upom tlhume really
desirous of purchasing, and thus innocent bidders were compelled to pay theme exor-
bitant valnes. This is manifest from the fact that these bogns bids were noelaimed
and the purchases ahandoned, either because tle bidders were nnable to comply with
the terms of the sale, or they never intended to do wo nnless they conld make a sgov-
nlation on their several bids.
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We, who have bonded for these lors, although the prices were known and ae-
knowledged by every one to be exorbitant, far beyowd their veal value, have done so
in good faith. : i

Now, however just in view of the payment of the first installment of our several
purchases, namely, on the 6th day of December next. we e overwhelmed by the most
terrible calamity which eonld at any time be the fate of any community. namely,
hy the tlood.  This awfal dizaster is well known to the world, and needs no comment
on onr part other than to state that our basiness has heen thevefrom paralyzed, onr
debtors mmable fo meet their engagements to ns, and the people withont money 1o
restore themselves to their former condition: and besitles this, we who are able or
have anything beforehind are daily solivited or volunteer to relieve the destitute in
this extremity to the full extent of “our several abilities in their urgent wants, These
are onr neighbhors and friends, and no exense will answer in this emergency.

Under these circumstances, fully aware of your own constitntional inability to do
anything for our relief peenniarily, we do most respectfully regnest of yonr honor Gl
this we think von have the perfeet right to order and direct) to suspend all or any
eoereive aetion on onr bowls, for the payvment of onr vespective bonds, and all the
honds falling due Gth December next, to await the action of Congress at its next ses-
siot, to which we will by petition appeal for sael velief in the premises as it may
deem constitutional and just to graut to us ander the cirenmstanees,

Respeetfully submitted for onrselves and other purchasers,

BRIDGET BOERLY. B. A, LEISEWRING,
JAMES DAODY. CNARLES E, BELLER.
JOUHN E. ERWIN, . L. HOPWOOD.
‘ JOS, D, HOLMES, EDW'D MI'RIILY.
J. CAVALIER. © JOIIN W, NEER.
J. M. DECAULNF, E. H. CITAMBERS.
DANIEL AMESR, F. GANNON.
JAMES CONW.AY. - JAMES MCtiRAW,
¥. V. COCKELLE. JAS, T, REED.
. TIIOS, H. TRAIL. ARTHUR ¢, LEWI~,
. : BASIL AVIS, J. M. ¢ BIRD,
TURNER FREEMAN, MARY D. PRICE.

H. RODRICK.
Hndorsement op the foregoing papers. ]

ORDNANCE. O1 FiCE, Norember 7, 1570,

Respectfully subniirted to the Seeretary of War for his actiom and instroetions,

The sale of the Harper's Ferry property was made in striet accordanee with the aet
15th Decembier, 1863, authorizing and directing it to be sold ¥in sneh pareclaas shall, in
his opinion, Ve best adapted to secure the greatest mmonnt of money therefor, on a
eredit of one and two vears, taking bowd and security from the purebaser or purchasers
for the pavment of the purchase-meney, and that the proceeds of. such sale shall be
applied by him as follows.” * * # * *

All the property was solil on the 30th November and 1xt December, 1769, and notes

and bonds were daly furnished by 104 purehasers, and several purchasers paid the -

entire purchase-money and received deeds for their purchases, Bt thirteen persons
who purchased thirty-six lots—two of them with dwelings upon them—failed to com-
ply with the terms of sale, and these lots remain the property of the United States,

1 submit herewith copies of the honds mud notes in blank which were given by pur-
chasers, all of which were prepared by the Judge-Advocate-General,
A. B. DYER,
Chicf of Ordnanee,

fCopy of bend and notes referred to in indorsetent of the Chief of Ovdaner.]

Kpoow all men by these presents that we, of . as principal, and of

and of , a8 suretios, ave held and firmly boanud unto the United States

of America in the sum of dollars, to he paid to the said United States; to which

payment, well and truly to be mude, we do hind ourselves, our heirs, excentors, and ad-

ministrators, jointly and severally, irmly by these presents.  Scaled with onr seals and
dated this day of A.D.18 .

The condition of this obligation is such, that whereas by an net of Congress, approved
on Decemlier 15pR68, it was provided * That the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, an-
therized and directed to make sale at public auction of the lands, tenements, and water
yrivileges, helonging to the United States at and near Harper's Ferry, in the county of
Jefferson, West Virginia, except as hereinnfter provided, in such pareels as shall, in
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hin opinion, I Dest adapted to secure the wreatest amensit ot minnes theretm, one i
eredit of one awl two vears, taking bond and ~seenrity tro the puychaser o potelnisers
for the payment of the purchase-woney @ Procided, That i stcht sate sted] he nande
until the time, terms, and place thereot shall have been publishoed inoung ot the prin-
cipal newspupers in ench of the cities of Washington, New York, and Cincinnati, fo
wixty days prior to the day of sade ™ i being farther provided fsaidact that o the said
Necretary of War is hereby empowered and requived, on recviving the poyelise-imones
in full, to execute all necesary deeds theretor to the paeeliser me pinchasees theveot,
“on behalf of the United States.™

€ And whereas, in accordanee with the said act, the Seevetary of Wi dbd canse to b
duly published in the Morning Chrondele, the New Yark Fimes, s the Ciuneinuati
Gazette, ench of sajd newspapers being one of the prineipal newspapers in the cities
of Washington, New York, aml Cineinnati, vespectively, for sisty days in cach,a pnb-
lic notice of the time, terrs, and place of the sale nientionsd and divected in said avs,
which said notice was in the wordsand tignres tollowime, to wit:

! SALE OF THE UNITED STATES ARMORY AND OB HER GROUNDS A} FRARPLIS LRy,
| WEST VIBGINLY, AND MIOINDDLY,

ORDNANCE OFFICE, WASBINGTON, Noplewber 20, 160,
In pursnanee of the aet upproved December 15, sl by divection of the Seerc-

! . t of War, the property of the United States at Harper's Fary, Wo Vi, anl
; vieinity, will be sold by public anction on Tuesday. the S3h day of Novenher, T=4i,

commenciug at 10 o'clock a, m, aud continning from day to iy wntil all i sold.
The value of this property for mannfactuving purposes is too well known to render
it necessary to describie it hierein ; but a ®seription of the sune is heing prepavedand
be sent to persous whe may wish it, as soon ws prioted, tpon theiv applying, by
- y to this e, .

. . The property will be sold in lots. The tirst will inchude the wnishet factory, em-
b bracing a strip of lund ruuning to the wegtern bonndary on the Potomie, the avmiory
A cans), and water-power of the river, ?2 walls of two Large buildings ave standing
< an this ground, and the foundations of Beveral others: and the water-wheels with
posing, snd the lumes, are almost in pel'z't. order.  Three of thentine tirbines of the
%‘m\'od kind, and the others are amatly cast-iron with womlen huckets,
the

sepond will be the site of the ritle factory, aud water-power on the Shenandoal
ings upon which have been destroyed, but the canal is in goml order,
The will be the Shenandoah Ferry, with a tract of 6% acres of Lunl on the
south, and a lot ou the Harper's Ferry shore, oppassite. .
The fourth will be the perpetual right to ent and remove wood from a traet of 1,305
acres, mouptain land, acrous the Shenandoah.
i The ff4h will be the right to dig iron ore from a tract of about 140 arres of land,
N known as Friends’ ore bank, acqn by deed from Henry Lee and others.
et " The remainder, congisting of honses and lots in the town, will ha sold lot by lot.
The Government will convey to the purchasers, after payment shall have bheen uade

l. in fall, all its right and title to the property. which is believed to be perfect in every
. e

ri
The terms of sale prescribed by law are 8 credit of one and two years: the pur-
 give bond and security for the payment of the purchase-money, and these
Sorye wned | fed with within ten days after the sule,
?‘lﬂg motes and bounds of the Harpers Ferry property will e exhih-
* “The Govemassint reserves the right ta withdraw any or ull lots effered, if bids e

4 A. B. DYER.
Brt. Maj. Gen., Uhief of Ordnance.

B 70 Daunquwni.—Persons who purchased lotx in 1852, and have not fully
- are notifled that if they pay what is due before the day of sale, the lots
o them. Otherwisw thoy“m be resold.

. bt A. B. DYER,

Bet, Maj. Gen., Chief of Ordnance.

aalo duly held and made in accordance with the act and
in comaiderntion of the sum of dollars then and
e poid by hjsm therefor, duly become the purchaser of a cer-
y o ,gmk bounded and deecribed as follows, to wit:
and thereunto in anywise belongiug; and
h the snd notice, be, the said , ha made to

neveral peominsory notes of even date herewith, in which

!

143.



SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HARPER'S FERRY. 15

st notes, for value received promise toopay inone aml bwan years respeetively,
the sum of dollars Cit being recited inoeach of sl notes that the sanne
iy, with the other, given in consideration of the sale to the saiil by the said
United Statesof the herein above particubarly deseribed ;s and thar the vemdor's
Yien of the said Unired States npon said Is retained 1 fol) payiment of the pur-
ehiase money s now, if the said shall fully pay 1o the sid United States c-;u-‘l of
the siaid notes at the maturity thereof, aml shaldl folly admit ;onl recognize the exist-
enee aml validity on the part of the United Stares, of the vendor's Ten on the saind
till the full payment of the purehase money, and shall fully .\'h-lcl aml consent
to the enforcement of the said lien by the sald United States, in case it sees fit to en-
foree the same in the event of the non- pavment of <aid nntn or either of them, at
maturity, then this obligation shiall he voul, otherwise in fall foree anid etfect.

Signed and seaded in presence of—

of )

LN
County of S *

We, and the snreties named in, amd whoe have exeented the annesed hond,
do severally, on onth, declare that we are. cach of us, worth the sum of dollars,
over and nbove all debts and linbilities whatever.

Subseribed and sworn to on this day of 1= hefore me.

Hanrer's FERRY, WEST VIRGINTA, 1= .

For value received, [ promise to pay to the Unm‘d bt.nt(-auf America, in two years from
the date hereof, the sum of dollars -~ centd; this note, with another of even
date at one year, being given in cm\s\domﬂon of the sale to me by the said United
States of certain particularly described in a bond exeeuted by me as principal,
and and as sureties, to the said Thited States, of even diate herewith; the
vendor’s lien of the said United States upoun said being retained till foll payment
of the purchase money,

Hanren's Ferny, WEsT VIRGINIA, 1R

Yor value received, I promise tu&f:\ to the United States of America, in one xear from
the date hereof, tho smn of flars cents; this note, with another of even
date at two years, being glven in considerntion of the sale to me by the said United
States of certain particularly descrived in a hond exeented by me as prineipal,

.and and as snreties, to the said United States, of cven date herewith; the
“vendor's lien of the said United States upon said being retained till fnll pay went
of the purchase money.

T = . . Hnms Ferry, WEsT VIRGINia, Yay 30, 1571,
Sin: The MILitis Mm of the Sonw of the United Statex, Forty-second Con-

bd1l 9y hon She WIz of Wn to poue the enforced collection of the
purchase-kishey dis vr {9 Docosss from pnll:l:.:nem of lots, or hounses and lots, not
embracing willes priviley lnﬁ st Harper's Ferry, in the county of Jefferson, W. Va.
on or shout Eiveesitheyt 1, 1008, for & not exceeding five years.
You fLie b, ) . , in view of facts already laid hefore
you, to 0 S Nan w the enforced collection of said mbneys while that bill ix
In of pitre )
gttt DANIEL AMES,
Fae. TR TR . CHARLES DAVIES,
ey e M Commiltec.
Hon. W, W, BeLxxar, Secretary of Nar.
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16  SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HARPER'S FERDRY.

F

Bespeetiully vetuined to the Sceivrars of Wor

On the 4th of November la~t. A0 M. Kit
Harper's Foerry at the <ale of Novembwr 1.
tial ashing that in view of the then fecent destoe
in tiw Potone and Shenamtonh Rivers, 1he
due in the varly part of the next moutls Dec
1o allow them an apportunity to appiv to Conae

This wemorial 1 sanbmitted to yowan the 7705 of e L
copy of which is submiittesd herewith,

In pursnanee of the mewmorial which
heen reported in the Senate for their ned
Marcho 1570 bt nueither of thein wore il
mitted herewith,

As nednstrietions Ware comuneieatod to g i
vember, 15700 1 Iave tahen o aetion towand enforeing tin
votes due Tist Becember, and all of rliein rewnain npaid,

It is believed that no serions Jdamage nil s 1o Govera
notes fiv over nutil the two-vear notes bevoune dize neny Thee
tevoretietn] that relief to this extent he granttd to these mennd

Tl

+1]

NS 1:" [ NN

Several s, Bt tuiae g Tt

War Durativesa, Brrras or Munaey Jesiier,
”‘n\"u‘.! ey Wil ISTLL

Respeetfully rerinud,

[ view of the pendigg and prohable possage of @ W for the neliet of these parties,
the Seeretary of War, in his diseretion, way weli poftain tm praweeeding at ouee to
entforee the collection of the notes refens { to,

But ns the anreties to the honds executed for the piurpese of more vheciiadiy e
anteeing the payment of these notes have aoaieht todnsist that weasonable diligence
shall hie used by the Goverment in this belialts they shonld eaplivitly and formally
assent in writing to any suspension of proceedings it the parties which may e
agreed wpon, otherwise it might be elaimed that the obligation of the suvties wonkd
by sueh an armangeament be impaired. A simple omission, hlowever, of the Governmen
tor a limited thne to take legal steps forothe collection of the notes, Naceompanied
by any mavement biwding it to this coitise, would not ateet the oblization of the
sureties, and nuder sieh cirenmstanees their asseut to this volunrary noen-action wonld
ot be requited, See Story s Equity Jurispreudenees volo 1) see B,

%
%4

JOHOLT,

NN T IR R T R LR

CThital imdinrseno vt o, tots Qoilin etlal,

Approved on the conditions stated by Judge-Mvoeate-Genersy's
W oonder of Seeretary of War,
JOHN POTTS,
{ l'f(.l." Clhork War l'vpm‘hm nd.
JUNET, 171, ’

tCopy of fudersentent of Ordbanee Othice: sent e Jud e Alvosate-Gonaal for an opinien.’

Indorsement. AL M. Kitzmiller, attorney. Harper's Ferry, incloses petition addressed
to Hon. Secretary of War, by a few purchasers of property at rveeent sale at that
place, asking relief from their obligations marmring in December next,

ORDXANCE OFUICE. Noromber 3, 1330,

Respectfully submitted to the Seeretary of War for his action and iustructions, The
saale of the Harper's Ferry property was made in strict accordance with the act of
December 15, 1563, authorizing and direeting it 1o be sold *in such pareels as zhall,
in his opinion, be best adapted to secure the greatest amount of money therefor, on @
credit of one and two years, taking bond and seeurity from the purchaser or prrehasers
for the payment of the purchase-money: and that the proceeds of such sale shall he
appli*d by him as follows:”
= . . - - -
All the property was sold on the 30th November and 1st December, 1369, and the
notes and bonds were duly furnished by one hnndred and fonr purehasers, and several
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prvehiasers paid the entine ]uunln\a* money and received deeds for their purchiases, But
thirteen persous who purcliased thivry-<ix lots. two of them with dwellings upon thew,
tailed to comply with the terms of sle, amd these lots pemaiu rlw property of the
Uniredd States.
I snbigit herewithi copie< of the honds and netes in blank, \\1.1--11 wele given hy
putelieseis, il ot wkhich were prepared by vhe Jodoe-Vdvoeate-Generad.
A B DYER.
Clhat of (hdniaie,
I haanent ot tedelcing
ORDNANGE OVPICE Jane 200 1571
The wevompasying paper is 1espectfully reterred to the Judze-Advacate-Genelal,
with the request that he will stute whether it is weeessary that, i eaeeine ot the
seereiary's instrietions, the many sureties on the bomds <hadl b called apon o give
their assenr 1o ded in pavmenrt of the potes, or Whether action can e delaved
until the seone setivs of wotes ate doe, s reconnnended fnony - indorsewent of June
1. 1=71.

AL B DYER.

it of Ocduitnee,

i LT

) KR TRARITE SIS I
.
Wan DreanrviNit Brerrar or Miniaky Jesinok,
”'u-fw'mu..p F LA FTPTTIRL S £ B

R e tuily e a1,

The Seevetary > indorsenent is undeistomd 1y feean approval of the views expressed
by this Burean o the Sl instant, This Tediae the cise, it any ageeeanent is entejel
into by the Departinent whereby the Goverainent 1-. ds dtself to clrl:l_\' the collection
of the notes, the sureties <hionbd forntally @onl in writing assent to sueh agveenwenn,
It. however, the Departinent intends, in the exercise of i< diseretion, uot 1o proceed
to colleet the notes for the present. provided it dioes ot ouree or ol itself in any
way to thix eonrse, Ime retains the vizlit to procesd af any time it may deem proper to
enforee the colicetion, then the assent ot the suretios to this pen-action wonll not be
tequireal, UVnder all the cirenmstanees this worlid prolaBly e the hest conre to pi-

sne,
HOLT.

Ju 7_.,, dehea ot -tieneral.

' Haprew's Feeny, W, Vo Novopde r 23, 1571
DeEak SR You ate most respectfanly requested 1o sispend tor one vear, nntil Con-
wress eant patss a bill tor enr velief, or nntil the water privileges at Harper's Ferey shall
Lave piassed into the hands of parties who will improve thenn the eautoreed collection
ot all notes male By me or for which 1am a hondsis, eoverite tee prechase ot lots,
anel ot houses aud lots, in amount abent five thonsand dollars, bonzhe ar Hage s

“Ferry, county of Jele o, W, Vasin the year of 16, tor thie following coustderations .

1 wasactive in obtaining the passaze v 1l Bitbohorizing the sale or Yo and
Kuow that Congiess intetsled it as a4 easure of elief to the indnsties ot 1 arper’s
Ferry, which lued been evipplded by the destiuetion of its public works sunl the no-
inprovement of its water privileges. TRuow, alsos that the priov sule of tlee water p
lewes wis neude an isdugenent to the pur lase o Bnneiness st tesidetes paoperty,
withont which el property would have fonud tew bnyers amd wonld have brougi
bt sall prices.

That sale has come to be rteganded by the p«n]nlv as virnmlly no sale. bat o teand
and a trap, which releuses them, movally ar feaste fromn dlobligations to take their
prrehases, and sueh practieally v has provedd to bes these water privileges having
heen uore effectually Jocked np el removed from the e of ilprovement than it
~till in the possession of the Uniteld States,

These taets have been and will coutinme a soree ot mne h hme Thess mu] disattection
until the canges are removant,

As repavds my own ease, T have made improvements upon my purehases of =89 o
the amonnt of litrle less than five thousand dollars, =S whivh 1 mnst er rainly
slwulid not have made had T sapposed tlat for two years or wors the water privileaes
were to retuain idle, T bave thus given the Govermnent an additional secility of
neatly five thousamnd dollars<e (35,0000 the United states still holding the titles ta the
The Governuent is, then, snrely safe in giving me at least the extension |

N Ex, 6—-2
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18 SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HARPER'S FERRY.

After having placed one of the two houses, or vather ruins. bought of the United
States, in perfeet repair, and before it had been ocenpivd a month, the property was
dawaged by the tlowd to the extent of twenty-five hnwired dollurs, (82.50,) compelling
immediate repairs of abont four hundred dollars (3400) to prevent ntter destruction.

The other house, (lot 1, block A A, on Washington and Potomae Streets,) it is claimed
by the citizens, stands partly in the street, aud was condemued in 1552, or thereabouts,
and is now liable to be pulled down at the discretion of the township authorities.

In all other cases where houses were sold which stowd wholly or in part on the
streets it was so stated at the time of xale, and they were sold accordingly at reduced
prices, but no such reservation was wade with regard to thiy house. T had made
extensive repairt and improvewents upon this property before I learneld that it was
subject to auy such liabilities.  In this case an examination and adjonstment will be
required before any satisfactory settlement can e reached,

The entire property hought by me was. yvielding the Government. at the time of
transfer, five dollis and fifty cents (55.59) per month, and it has been but little more
protitable to myself. Whenever the Government chooses to enforee collections it can
make every dollar for which I am holden, bat should it do sb now it wonlld be rminons
to one who has ever been devoted to ity interests and who tis saved to itx revennes
hundreds of thousands of dollis,

This can be said of bat few.,  IF all parties, principals and bondsmen, were sold ont
who did not pay veluntarily, not ene-third of our indebtediess conld he realized.

A vigorous effort will be made at the coming session of Congress to get a velief bill
throngh.  In the mean tite Iam compelled to commit my case to the justice, generos-
ity, and merey of the Government.,

Very respectfully,
DANIEL AMEN,

Gen, Wintian W, BELENAP,

Necty of War, Washigton, D. €,

Inwlorsement opy the foregoing. )

T QRDNANCE OFFICE, November 20, 18571,

Respeetfully returued to the Seeretary qf War.

The real estate helonging to the Ordpance Department at Harper's Ferry was, by
act of Congress, sold on the 30th November and st December, 1869, on s credit of one
and two vears.  Ouly one of the notes which fell due in December, 1570, has heen
paid, and it is very doubtful whether further payment will he made voluntarily next
mouth, Tt is my intention to bring the subjeet to the notice of the Seeretary as roon
as the last payment shall have heeome doe and I recommpend that no action be taken
on this letter until that time.

A. B. DYER,

Chiesf of Ordnance,

(Copy of potive avnt to all purchasers,

OroNaANCE OFFICE. WAk DEPARTMENT,
Waxhington, Norember, 1671,

This is to notify yvou that your note for dollars, payable at two years after date,
will be due on the day of December, 1971, andd that payment of this note, as
well as of the one of same date and for same amount, payuble at one year after date,
mist be made at this oftice, on or before the day of December, 1971,

If wore convenient the amonnt of the two notes may be deposited by you in any
public depository to the * eredit of the Treasurer of the United States on acceonnt of
Ordnanee appropriations,” amd upon the certiticate of deposit being received at this
office vour notes will be retnrnesd to you, the bonds canceled, and deeds for the property

T trnnsmitted to yon,

A. B. DYER.
Chiet’ of Ordnance.

HARPER'S FERRY, W. Vo, November 24, 1871,
Dear Sir: T have an itdea that this water-power company are sick of their speca-
lation, and wonld he glad to get ont of it provided a door was opeued sntficiently wide
to allow them ta do so; bat it collections ave attempted to hie enforced they will stave
off a legal decision for an indefinite perivd. In the mean time our interests, and the
interests of the Government, are suftering, while the people are clumoring and cow-
plaining, and capital is being ereated to be used against the Government in the coming
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presiientinl canvass, Some measures wust be taken at once to get these water privi-
leges into the hands of these who mean improvement.

IfFCoAdams & Cooean De indneel uder cover of sueh a bill as T inelose to you,
to surrender the property purchased for resale, I think we ean get sucha bill tln'(;ug]l
at the coming sesstou of Congress. Please sound Adams & Co. on this matter, and
suggest any changes in the bill which may be desirable or which may help to secure
s pratssige. -

'l'lln- Wil now hefore the Senate can be referred hack to the Military Committee, and
amended by the substitution of this bill ov its equivalent.  If F. C. Adams & Co. can
b indueed to pelinguish their pnrchases we can seenve the co-operation of all parties
in favor of the passage of onr hill.

If we ean aceomplish this thing it will take a troublesome matter ot the hands of
the War Department.

Please Tet e hear from you as soon as practieable,  Believing that we have yonr
trusty good-willl aud that you will co-operite with nsinany just amld lawful measures
for the solution of our diticulties, T am your friend.

Very respectfnlly,
DANIEL AMES.

Jo P KELLER. Esq,

Chicf Clevk Opdnanee Ogic . Washington, 1. €.

[Inclosure to the foregoing..

A Bil) for the relic of purehasers of lots, and houses and lots <old by vietae of an act of Congress
entitled “An aet providing for the sale of lands, 1enements, and water privileges belonging 1o the

. ‘ir‘ml i\‘_m;l-.:_ at amd near Hatper's Ferry, in the county of Jetterson, West Vipginia, approved De-

cemney 1o, Ishs,

De it cnactid by the Sepate and Houze of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That all persous having purehased property of any deseription
sold by virtue of an act entitled * An act providing for the sale of lawds, tenements,
el water privileges helonging to the United States at and near Harper's Ferry, in
the county of Jefferson, West Virginia,” approved Deccwber 15, =6~ not having
paiil for such property, and not heing able to pay for the saue, he allowed and regnired
to surrender said property to the United States tor resale,

SEC 2 Be it alro enactad, That where improvements have been usude npon any of
the aforesaid property an appraisement shall be taken of the valoe of suel improve-
menrs, aud two-thirds of such valne shall He allowed to the owners by the United
States in the resale of said property: and where au incone shall have been derivedd
fromn any property since it« purchase as aforesaid, that income shall acerne to the
United States: Provided. alicay«, That the rentable valne of the property at the time
of transfer to said purchaser shall be imade the basis of adjustment.

SEC 3, Be it furthar enacted, That all Lnuds, tenements, inud water privileges still in
possession of the United Stazes at or near Harper's Ferry. in the connty of Jefterson,
West Virginia, or which shall remain nnpaid for after the passage of this act, shall be
resold at an early day, and that the termsof sale shall be one-third eash, the halanee in
one ad two years, ’

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That where the above-named conditious ave complied
with, all notes and bowds given to seenre the payment of saild purehases, and held by
the United States, be restored to persons giving them. amd that the sale of the property
covered by sneh notes and bonds be declared nunll aned void.

SEC O, Be it alro enacted, That the Secretary of War he anthorizad 1o appoint three
disinterested persons to make appraizements in aeconlanee with the provisions of this
act. amd that 51(' allow @ reasonable compensation tor sneh sevvice, ad also that he see
that all of its provisions are enforeed, ’

ORDNANCE OUEFICE. Decenlor 5, 1571,

=i On November 30 and December 1, 15688, the Tnds, teneents, and water priv-
ileges at Harper's Ferry, WL Vi, belonging to this Departinent, were solil at auction,
under the authority of the aet of Congress of December 15, 1=~ The sale was made,
ax directed by law, “on a eredit of one and two years, taking bond o secnrity from
the purchaser or purehasers for the payment of the pnrehase-money, ™

Promissory notes, rnnning respectively one and two yvears, md secnred by honds and
sureties, weve taken from purchasers at tiwe of sile toseeure payment ot the prurelise-
money.  The notes which fell dne a year sinee remain, almost withont exeeption, nu-
paid :1lt the present time: and so with those whicl marared at the beginning of this
montiy,

148,



20 SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HARPER'S FERRY.

As the collection and dishursement of the proceeds of this sale seem placed by 1l
law under the exclusive control of the Secretary of War, T deem it proper at this ringe
to invite your attention to the matter and to ask your instimetions,

If it in thonght that suits should be entered upon these notes and honds, they can be
readily prepared for reference to the Department of Justice for that purpose.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. DYER,
Clicf of Orduance, U, S, 1L
The SECRETARY OF Wak.

[ Indorelrent on the foregajug.]

Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU oF MInitany Jusrics.
. Waskington, December 6, 1571,

Respecttully snbmitted,

The: nestion raised by this reference is not one of Inw, bt of administrative poliey.
and ity determination would seem to belong exclusively to the Secretary of War. A«
it is to be inferred from the within communication that the collection’ of the elaims:
mentioned ean he enforeed only by legal process, this Burean, were its opinion desired
on the sahject, wonlil not hesitate, in the abseuse of controlling reasons to the contrary,
to recowmmeni the prowpt institution of «nits on #ll the bouds and notes now due and
unpaid.

Jo HOLT,
dudye- fidvocato-tieie 00l

{Ameudment submitted 1o the Seewetary of War by Dantel Ames.|

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War is hereby anthorized, in such
cases as be shall think advisable, to accept of the surrender of property bought as
aforesaid, and that he make such allowanee for improvements thercon in the resale of
said property as he shall deem just and equitable under the ciremmstanees, and that
he se‘l, at an early day, as provided in the afwesaid aet, all such property, and o1} other
property still owned by the United States, at and near Harper's Ferry, in the connty
of Jettermon, West Virgiuia, and that the termsof sale or of resabe of the afopesaisl prop-
erty he oune-third cash, the halanee in one aud two years: Prorided, That nothing i
any fornter act be <o construed as to invalidite any of the provisions of this act,

Indorsement on the foregoing,) . }
DECEMBER, 11, 1-7L
GENERAL DYER, Chicf of Ovdnance:

Please give Mr. Ames an iuterview on this subject,

W. W, BELKNAP.

SENATE CHAMBER, Deconber 20, 171,

DEAR &i: 1 forward to you the petition of the Messrs, Ahlx, purchasers of the ore
royalty in lands uear Harper's Ferry, W, Va,, for an extension of the time of payunnt
therefor. .

They state theif reasons for such applieation.  They ask uo deduction of priee, nor
any change of contrict, but for some delay in payinent, and sueh delay as in yonr judy-
ment may be deemad reasonable or proper minder the civenanstances,  If you have any
power to accede to this nnd thas faver thew, it will he a gfeat mutter to these gen-
tlemen. ‘

I know these gentlemen well, simd feel interested in furthering their wishes,

I you can do anything for them in this respeet, be pleased to advise me so that tiwey
may know what is regguired,

Yours, truly,
WILLIAM T. HAMILTON.

Hon. W, W. BELKNAD.

WaAR DEPARTMENT, Janwary 23, 1r72,
8IR: In reference to the petition of John 8. Abl & Co, for extension of time to pay
clafms due the United States for the pnrchase of Governmment property at Harvper's
Ferry, Va., I have the honor to inform yon that the eases of others whoe are sitnated
limifarl)' to Mr. Ahl having been brought to the attention of the Department, Con-
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gress has been recommended to allow all persons wha prrehased property at the ane-
tion sale at Harper's Ferry, under the act of Decemher 15, 1865, to surrender the same
within sixty days, and to anthorize the Secrvetary of War to sell the property in sineh
wanner and at such times as he may elect s and until some action is tnken ll.]mll thix
recolmendation the Department would rather not consitler any individual case,

Very respeetfully, &e., 4

. W. W, BELKNAP,

. Neeretary of War,
Hon, W, T, HaMiLTox, Uwited Statis Senator, o

SENATE CHAMBER, Diecember 23, 1771,
St 1 inelose Senate bill No, 67 for yony consi Yeration, and for an expression of the
wpinion of the Department as to the expetiene, D its being enacted, ad with the
proposed amendment attached to it ’
Please return both with reply, aud oblige,
Yours, vespectfully,
H. WILNON.
Hen, W, W, BELKNAP, Sceretary of Haur,

{Indoracment of Chief of Osdnance ou thy forewnin g’

. ORDNANCE OFFICE, Junnary 2, 1=72,

Respectfully returned to the Seeretary of War.

A Dill granting anthority to the Secretary of War to postpone, during sueh time as
he wmay deem reasonable and proper, (not exceeding two years,) the enforeed collec-
tion of the purchase-money due, or to hecome due, from the purchasers of the lota,
Tiouses, and water privileges, sold by virtue of the act approved December 15, 1364,
does not seem to me to be objectionable. .

Any act granting compensation to parties who made prirchases at the auction sale
of property made at Harper's Ferry on ugesunt of improvements, and allowing thein
to surrender the property purchased by them, wounld, in my opinion, be decidedly oh-
jeetionable.

An act allowing all persons who purehased property at the auetion sale at Harper's
Ferry, under the act of December 15, 1764, to surrender the same withiu sixty davs,
and authorizing the Secretary of War to sell the property in snch manuer and at such

times a8 he may elect, would, in my opinion, meet the necessitien of the case.

: A. B. DYER,
Chief of Ordnance.

WAR DEPARTMENT, January 4, 1872,

The Seeretary of War has the honor to return to the Committee on Military Affairs
of the United States Senate the proposed bill (8. No. 67) for the relief of the pur-
chasers of lots, and houses and lots, at Harper's Ferry, sold by the United States, and
to invite attention to the accompanying copy of a report of the Chief of Orduance
thereon, whose views are approved.

: W. W. BELKNAP,

Secretary of War.

NEWVILLE, Drecemlber 6, 1871,
We, the petitioners to this. would most respectfully ask for an extension of time on
the claim Jue the Government for the pnrcliase made at Harper's Ferry Government.
sale, November 30, 1569, >
We purehased the ore royalty on linds in Jetterson Connty, Va., with the expecta-
tion that Harper's Ferry would e largely benetited by the change. mnl owing to the
extraordinary flood in 1=70, destroyed all prospeets for at least two blast furnaces
and other machinery, which we expected to realize a large sale of onr ironores.  To
that point we therefore ask yon to grant ns an extension of time so as to enable Con-
gress to make the extension of time. and we will ever pray. .
JOHN A. AHL,

D. V. AHL,
SOf the Form of John 8. Akl & Co.
Hon. W, W, BELKNAP, . :
Seeretaryof Wary Washington, D, €,
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HAGERSTOWN, Decembar 23, 1571,
Dear Sir: I transmitted you some duys ago the petition of Mr. Ahl, asking that he
may have some further time given to him for the payment of the rovalty of vre hank
near Harper's Ferry, sold to the Mr. Alls by the Govermuent.
. Tdid not receiven reply ; neither ditl Mr. Ahl, A« they are extremely anxious ahout
it, would you be pleased to give it yonr attention, and you will much oblige,
Yours traly,

. WILLIAM T. HAMILTON.
Hon, W, W, BELKxAD.

{lddorsement v the forepeing.)

ORDNANCE OFFICE, Junuary 16, 1572,
Rexpectfully retarned to the Seeretary of War, and attention respectfully invited
to a letter from this ()ﬂivu dated December 5, 1571, and to indorsenuent dated January
2, 1872, on Senate bill 67. In the latter it is sygeested that ~an act allowing all
pervons who purchased property at the anction sale at Harper's Ferry under the act

. of December 15, 1864, to surrender the same within sixty days, and’ authorizing the

Becretary of War to sell the property L1 swich wmauner and at sueh times as he
may elect, wonll, in my opinion, meet the necessities of the ease,”
Letter of December 22, 1671, Lierewith retmrned.
: 8, V. BEXET, |
Major of Grduanee, in clhierie,

—

- UNITED STATES SENATE CHAMIER,
Washington, March 22, 132,
DEAR Sik: Iu 1868 or 139 the Government sold water-power, &e., at Harper's
Ferry, W. Va. Many citizens bonght houses nnil Ints at large prices, believing that
the water-power waus to be at once ilmproved; and to this time, I am told, no move
toward improvement has been made, nor g part of the purchase-noney paid. Onr
le think something should he dome—property paid for or given up.  The citizeus
who bought houses and lots think they onght to be allowed longer time to pay up, al
that the parties whe bonght water-power should pay or give up.
Please give me your opinion ; also, what has or will be done.
Very respectfully,
. H. G. DAVI®,
Hon, W. W. BELKNAP, Sceretaryof War.

{Indorsement of Chief of Qrdniance on foregoing. |

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, and his attention invited to a lerter
this office, dated December 5, 1271, aud to imlorsement of Jannary 2, 1572, on
8enate bill 67, which gives a full history of the transactivn, with the recommenda-
tion of this oftice. :
The views therein expressed are still eutertnined by this Burcan.
By order of the Chief of Orduance,
: 8. V. BENET,

= Major of Orducnce.
ORDRANCE OFFICE, March 22 1872,

‘ WaRr DEPARTMENT, dpril 3, 1872,
81k : I am in receipt of your letter of the 24l ultimo in relation to the sale of certain
Governuent. property at Harper's Ferry, and inquiring in regard to the saame. In reply
1 send you herewith copies of reports of the Ordnance Bureau, and also a copy of a
lotier from this Department to the Committee on Military Affairs of the Senitte, which
vshov thewﬁol\; thus far taken and the views of the Department on this subject.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant
i ' S WM. W. BELKNAP,

R T Seevetary of War.
.. Hon. H. G. Dav1s, T 8. Senator.

———— e

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS,
Washington, D, C., 4pril 24, 1~72,
Sir: I have the bonor to request that you will furnish this committee with full in-
Sormation respecting the recent sale of property belonging to the United States at
Harper's Ferry, W. Va. A description of the property is desired, and also a atatement
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of the price and terma on which it was sold. This information is required in order
to umhre the committee to act intelligently upon a bill which has lately passed the
Nenate authorizing an extension of the time of payment for property sold, other than
the water-power, and also authorizing the canceliug of the contracts of purehasers
who do not desire to fultill the same. . : ' .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. JOHN COBURYN, Chairman.
Hon, W. W. BELKXAP, Secretary of ar.

{Tndorsement on the forégoing.}.

ORDNANCE OFFICE, May 2, 1872,

Reapectfully returned to the Secretary of War, with the following papers, which
are thought to give all necexsary information regpecting the sale of property at Har-
per’s Ferry: W, Va,, in 1864

1. Copy of the abstract of sule, giving descriptions of property, names of purchasers,
and amounts of purchase-money in each eade, whether paid or still ontstanding,.

2. Copy of the bond and prowmissory notes given by purchasers under the taw for
llt‘f\‘l‘l\'l\ paynents, o

3 Copy of deed given npon payment of paurchase-mouey in each case,

4. Photographie copy of map of Harper's Ferry, showing metes and bounds of lots,

By order of the Chief of Orduance, ' '
& V. BEXNET,

Mejor of Ordnance,

The Secretary of War has the honor to snbmit to the House of Representatives, in
compliance with a regnest of the Committee on Military Affairs,such information relat-

_ing to the Government property at- Hudpes Ferry a8 has a bearing npon the recent

aale thereof. - VA _
- WM. W. BELKNAP,
_ . Secretary of MWar.
WAR DuPARTNENT, May 2, 1972, .

HarPER's FERRY, W. VA, June 15, 1072,

SIR: Allew me, if you please, with grea¥ respect to call your attention to the fol-
lowing caee: :

I have been employed by the ¢ Harper's Rerry Water Manufacturing Company,” pur-
chasers of the United States Government privileges, in November, 169, at the pub-
lic sale thereof then made, a8 the custodian and keeper of the property of the said
oom) , 88 day and night watchman of the premises, from the 1st of Junuary, 1¥70,
until the present time, : R

The vompeny paid me for my services for-five wonths thereafter at 435 per month,
which I duly received. Since then I have done the same work at £40 per mouth,
making two years up to the 1st June, 1372, for which I have received pay n{» to the
1at September, 1872} and there is now due me on the 1lst June, inst., 8360, less §1368
since paid to me—§224. The $136 I haye received wan collected at an expeuse to
me of §30 for transportation and traveling expenses to Washington te obtain it. So
that they owed me, in all equity, $234 on :gn 18t June iust,

- I widdress this note to you now in the hope and trust that you will so onder it hy
eomn‘:rnmtion with the purchasers and the company that my services will be prowptly
paid for, to me. , .

The attachment of the interest of the company in this purchase will afford me
ample sscurity for the altimate payment of my debt againat it; tut I aw disinelined,
from reanons, to & litigation, slthough the company has regarded wy elaim, so
in refusing to pay it, an ackoowledged debt ; and, therefore, I huve great
of complaint against it ontside of my just demand.

you mow, my dear sir, communicate with this company, who yon deubtleas
and represent my wants in this t, and do me the kinduess to answer my
‘o therefer, at your earliest c¥nvenience !

i ‘1 will forbear to sne out my attachment at law to euforce my claim

|

iz

" against the interests of the company in this real estate, whatever it may prove to be.

With great respect, yoar obediont vervant,

Hon. W. W, BELENAP,
Secretary of War, Waskington City, D. C.

JOHN A. LASHORN.
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Fawrrw's Freey, W N G fudy 501502,

We. the corporate anthorities of Harper's Feirn, WL Vi do st tespeetfully
Al varnestly pray yon to plave at the disposal of the town bt 2 bioek B, together
with the brick house located thereon, to be arsed by <add town for a0 town-honse,
sehool-honse, jail. station-honse or otherwise, as miy best serve their purposes,

D satpport of this reguest we urge the following consideintions, to wit: We lave
now not a single scheol-honse stawting within the thnitsof the corporation for the wse
of white ehilren,

Two of our school-onses were pibied doswn doring the war b i Tiited States
soldiers, and the bricks after being wsed i the camps wepe sald b thee Unidted states
ordnanee officer here, and the procecds pat into the United States Tieasimy o while
the third and ondy remaining ote, atter oning Deen nsell almost constantly for a
hospital wnd greatly dangiwsel, was pepaieed at the expense ot the town oniy to e
entively demolished by the wreat thoosd of Outober 1, 1570,

We have neither town-honse nor jails the jail adso Laving been destoyedsbinng the
Wik,

Noconpensation whatever has ever e obtdweas! by the town for the naes damaze,
or destinetion of it public buildings whili, thus tar, thee of it elnaches lone
been aided in making vepairs of their hooses, .

A bonse b Ior lad beens assigned 1o the nse of the town prioe to the sale in 1250
but st that tie it was taken amd sold with ottoer property. white tor ol the Tuest
baildings, with ample lots, were donntesdd byl United States 1o the STyl Collvue,
for the benetit of colored peapls-,

The Wnilding amd gromnls for the nse of which vonr petitioners ask b uol vt
passed ont of the possession 81 the Uniteld States Govermuoent, they laving been hid
oft, but ot takens at the sale Sn 100 andownber all ot the cirevanstanves, are of b
Fittle if any valne to the United States, the vent being absnbed by vepaias amd in the
care of the huilding,

The stagnation of hrsiness caised by the contitued withholding of all the property
formerly ownel By the United States, and of which it still holds the titles, alike o
taxation sl improvement, by disconraggng euterprise b depnociating valnes, is
making it more and more dittienls 1o @ these pithlic necessities,

In view of these facts your petitioners are contident that you will not lesitade to
grant their request soud otder this propeceg turnesl over ot

In bebalt of the town of Harper's Feary,

DANIEL AMES, Muyor,

JOHN L. SCHIELLING, 1%l
RASIL AVIS,

WILLIAM EXNER.

J. .J. KERN.

JOHN A MeCRELGHT.

T. W, POTTERFIELILL

Hono W, W, BErLkNar,
Sevvetary of War, Washinyton, D, .

.

TFivat indatseuend on the foteznniz,

The Seeretary of Wi has no anthority fo lease this property, Beter this o the
Chief of Ordngnes for his opinion as to this property,as the town anthorites will
prohably appeal to Congress,

W, W, GELRKNAD.

Jroy 12, 1-52,

Idor-rment o 4R Ordpane en te Ionezeing

ORDNANCE OFp ey, Joly T3 1572

Respectfully returnesd to the Secretary of Ware There is no cartiunity of faw
known to this Burean for renting sneh yroperty s but under the st Arnoy Resnla-
tints, approverd by Congress, vand the practive of this Departinent tor tally a halt
century, baseil npon the necessities of the eaaedy huildings at the Iarper's Feary Ao
mory have been rented.

Thereare now hut two baildings at that place in the possession of this Buveans, anal
they wre hoth rented, The one within applied tor (< oceupivd by thiree patties, owe oot
whith—Koonre—owes for fonrteent months’ rent, amonnting to 853,

This Bnrean vevomnpends that the portion ot the huibling ocenpimd by Kooner ard
the nnoeenpied rontgs be Joanel to the corporate antlhovitics of Haaper's Peiry e con.
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dition Lhﬂ they keep them in repair and twrn thew oven to thtslhpummntmb anoe:
on application.
¥ order of the Chief of Onhnm
3. ¥. BENEY,
.!hiarqf Oniunm.
Approved by the Secretary of War, provided the corporate mmhonm
menr;p:nmmondod the last paragraph of foregoing: mpott of the ¢ atpﬁ b

nance.
. M T. CRORBYX;
Juiy 13, 1872 : Moling, Chigf Glork..

OmpXAXCE O¥rics, Wak DeraxzsENt. July B 102
811 By direction of the Secretary of War yom are anthorized to loan. 4o, the compor-
ate anthorities of Harper's Ferry that portion of the Nxhzdmw by Koouge,
ud the nnocew) rooms, if any, in th same bailding. ey sigm am agree-
ent binding ¢ unol\uhkeept PropRIty. hnyut Mmmnmh&b
partment ag m on applica
By on\or hiet M‘n«o‘ .
tmllv \'ou:o\ndiol servant,
Respacttully. 8 V. RENET,
) M&M
Mr. 2Apok BUTT, Orduance dgent, Harper's Forvy. ¥, Ta.,

ey

* Hamexr's Frrey, W. Va., July 17, 1612

DEAR Stv: The paper intrusted to my m Mr. lhm to tul ever to the
corporate authurities of H uk. s P John Keenco, and
als0 any unocoupied vnhtihﬂoekk.m,hodm
the hands of Mr. Dlth -Iﬂla

Belio it %o botbded.lol Office to place at our sny
room in said honee not o nnt, we Jeave to inform yon that Mr. Butts i
ohjecta to letting us have m-onthlomﬁoor,nowoecupledﬁeeol rent .
by Mr. Kitsmiller, on the ple. ho has reserved it for the use of the Government ;
whenever {4 scon 8t o send its oficers Mre Mr. Butts also claims that he wants it \

Anhl-hthoonlymnon the first floor that is not rented, and as the room on the
fivat floor is quite desirable for thowottheoonml.we would s t that any wee
which Mr, Butte ¢ wish to make of the room wonld not be lik lgmmmbn'hh
onr occupancy, and twhemmmaovemmtmyneedm or all of the roem
which may boooon b{ eorlgonteuuthodm ft will be immediately placed at

m you wi

ita dlq;oul. ble to gi\'e us ove room at leaat on the first
floor oI said bui
om, vy roupesttals, DANIEL AMES,

Ma Hearper's Ferry.
Col. 8. V. BEXET, Acling Chicf of Ordnance. ’" v

——

e HARPER'S FERRY, W. Va,, July 17T, 1579,

Masor: I am to ackuowledge the receipt of Fmr letter of the l«h inat., by Mr,
Auies, instructing me as to the rooems in honse No. 1, occupied by Mr. John
and authorizing me to loan them to the corporate authoritics av Harper's Ferry, under
certain conditions, ae well, aleo, the unoccnpied rooms, if any.

T had given Mr. Koonce written notice go nder possession of his part of the
house on the 1at of August prox., and to reut in arrear—13 mouths from lst
May, 1871, to that date, @ $4 p. mo., 00

Since recelving your letter of the 16th ipt. Y have had an interview with hlm, and
read to him my Eutrncﬁou therein, He he will vmw roums as

There are no other unoccupied rooms in the buildi I declined to remt t o beok
corner room on the first floor, preferring to reeerve it for a place of business where-1
could do the vﬂﬂng‘vf my qmey receive officers of the Government who
might come to the place with me or for the Government. This room is
now occupied by myself nd papers, and A. M. Kitamiller, a lawyer once connected
with the armory here, whose asaistance to me in ordinary matters aul his datly wateh-
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ful care'of the bp:‘per\y I hold equivalant te and in full satisfaction for his parsonal
vccupation of the room. I will not like to give up this roow for any other public pnr-
JWme, : : i

I am not very well informed whether or not it is designed by the corporate
authorities to nee this or any other portion of the building, which conniuts of tive (5)
rooms and cellar, now occupied by Koonce for s corporation prison as well an for
cmm:‘ﬂ chnmber:‘

With great respect, your obedlient ;v;vnnt,

ZADOK BUTT, .gent.
Maj. 8. V. BrNET, Chief of Orduance, Washington, D), (.

. ORDNANCE OFrice, July 18, 1%72,
BIR: In reply to your letter of the 17th instant I have to state that the orders of the
Becretary of War included all the rnoms‘of the building not vocupied by tenants puy-
ing rent therefor to the Government » #nd nnder this construction the room referred to
must necensarily be turned over to the dity authorities, The duties devolving on yon
axs agent of the Department would not warrsnt this office iu asking that a room he st
uside for your use as an ofice. * " * .
By order of the Chief of Ondnance.
Renpectfully, your obedient servant,
- B. V. BENET,
. Major of Orduance,
Mr. Zapok Burt, Ordnance Agent, Harper’s Ferry, W' F'a.

[

"“‘r" ORDNANCY. OFFICF, July 15, 1372,
Rik: Referring to the letter of Mu of December 5, 1871, relating to the sule
of the lands, tonements, und waser pri at Harper’s Forry in 1869, herewith in-
closed, and to the indomement of the Advooate-General of the Army, of Decem-
her 6, 1871, on the subject, I have the besor to submit the following remarks and re-
commendations : :

The priucipal pnrehase at the sale at arper's Ferry, W. Va., in 1869, was the water
powers on the Shenandoah and Potomas Rivers, boug‘xt by F. C. Adams, for $206,000.

Besides thiu, there were some eighty erunave hages of small lots in the town of Har-

r's Ferry, amounting to abhount $90,008, notes and bonds given under the lnw
or these purchases remain, with a few axceptions, unliquidated at this time, notwith-
standing the limitation of credit expired by law in December laet.

It is known to this Burean that the a y of the small purchasers is induoced in »
Kreat measure by the failure of the primgipal buyer to complete his purchase of the
Water powers. settlement for these water powers, it is believed, would result in »
apeeddy settlement of all the minor aales.

I have, them!m‘ilinolooed herewith the original notes and bonds of the purchaser,
F. C. Adams, (together with acopy of the astification sent him and his survties, in Novem-
ber last, from this office,) and would recommend that they be referred to the Depart-
ment of Justice, with the reqnest that sujt be immediately commenced on the same,

By order of the Chief of Ordinance.

Very respectfully, your obedieutwervant,
) 8. V. BENET
Major of Ordnance,
Hon, SECRETARY OF WAR.

e WAR DEPARTMENT, July 20, 1572,

Sik: I have the honor to transmit to yon herewith the original notes and the houds
executed by F. C. Adaum to secare to the United Btates the snm of two hundred und
nix thousand dellars, purchase-money for glie water powers on the 8henandoah and
Potomac Rivers, sold to him by the Government iu 1880, ther with a copy of the
notifieations sent him, and his sureties, to pay the notes, which would become due in
December last, withont satisfactory resul, -

Mr. Adams has, up to this date, failed to oomrlete his purchase of the water powaoms;
and it is helieved that the negleot of many smaller purchasers of public property at the
wivmne sule to fulfill their obligatious is due to his example.
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1 have therefors the honor to request that suit be immediately sommencedl on the

notes and bowds referred to, .
Very ruspect fully, your obediout sorvunt,
WM. W. BELKNAPY,

, Secretary of War,
To the honoralie the ATTORNEY-UGENERAL,

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Washingtlon, July 23, 1572,
81tz I have the honor to acknowledge the recetpt of your letter of the 20th iustant,
und the wecompanying votos and bonds, exeeuw by F.C. Adums, to secure to the
United Btates the xum of §206,000, purchase-money for the wuter powers ou the Shen-
undonh and Potomie Rivers, sold to him by the Goverituoent in 1869,

In comuplivuce with your roquest, I have transmitted a copy of your letter, and the
papers referred to, to the United Stutes Attorney for thiu district, with instructions to
ut. onve institnte proceedings agwinst said Adams and his sareties for the recovery of
the wmount dune to the Governuent for the purchase of said property.

I have the honor to he, your obedient servant,
. GEO. H. WILLIAMS,

Alaruey-General,
Hon, W. W, Brrksar, Scevetiry of War:

——

WANHINGTON, August 2, 1873,

My D¥an GeNERAL: T must apologize for trespassing upon rour holiday with n
matter of business, but as it concernn e soyewhat porsoually hope yon will exenms
me. 1 have been notified that the Harper's Ferry bonds have been ordered to be put
iu snit ut ouce, and the district attorney e now engsged preparing for the proceceding.
1 huvo neen the Bocretary, who declines to d‘w"' unless, indeed, you will advise
that coumme, At the Ordnance Burean they we that yon carefully considersd the
matter befora sdvising suit, sud that sueh sotlon will have to go on. [ inclose you o
copy of i bill passed the SBeunte sud now penliing in the Hanse, because I am in hopes
thut you never saw it in this shape and will agree to give us next session to urge our
application for relief.  Yon will seo that tho second section, which was put on in the
Nenate, provides that we may, under certuin circumstances, sirreniler the property,
&c., nnd foree resple, It weews to me under such circumstances it wonkl be doing no
hiarm to any one to ‘(ive nu the time we asli-- $hopa you may wee it in the saaue lght,
for J don't want. to be sned if 1 can help it. Please return me the fnclosed.
With kindeat vegurds, yours truly,
W. B. WEBB.

N

NARRAGANSETT PIER, August b, 1972,

DEar Stie: Your letter of 2d inst., and éopy of Senate bill 67, Forty-second Con-
gress, fimt wession, hus been received.

The bill in * for the relief of the purchasers of lots, and honnea and lots, sold,” &e.,
and not for the relief of the “ water privileges,” which are excepted in terms by the
first section. The second section seems to be genersl in its provisions, and, in the dis-
cretion of the Becrotary of War, (not maudatory,) permits the *sorrender” of the
property, &c.

Aas this bill passed the Senate March 27, and@ Congress continned in session several
wontlis thereafter without action on the part of the House, it is hardly to be expected
that during the next skort session the bill will become & law.

Payments on the purchases should have been made last December by the terms of

tho law under which the sale was effected. As an act of grace toward the purchasers,
eapecially the citizens of Harper's Ferry, who had invenated liberally on the supposition
and belief that the water power would be developed and tho proasperity of the town
increased o as to euable themn more readily te meet their payments, the Ordnance
Burean deferred action in the matter, althdugh two years had ela since the date of
mule, that Congress might afford anch relief as the case required. Cougress having
taken 1o action in their hehalf, the course to be pursued l?l' the Burean under the law
was plain, snd that was, to place the whole matter in the bands of the Department of
Justice for legal artion.

Being entirely satistied in my own mind that the Oninance Bnrean counld not proceed
otherwise than it has done nnder the law, 1 regret exceedingly that, in jostice to the
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interests of the United Stutes, Totoot teoviinenn D v ol ge i the vhiovsentinssed

by the Bureau. The copn of B0 Cenew L et e
Yonrs very truly.

~. V. BENET. - -
Moo v T .

Mr. WML ROOWERR, Hiwnton, Joo o

Whervas the Unitirl States of Amotad foas daai weel
the town of Harper's Fena, o the County .. Tome
> ToJoan 1o the said corporate anthoiities that petion et the
Juhn Kewhee, and the muecenpisd neeles 13 any, B the saue
sign an agreement bindine themselves to Keep the projertyv:
over 1o the Ivpartment UMitance: AT olles o2 appiisato L

Now, he it remcinbenad that we, Daniel AwiesomayorandJohn A s LT
duly elected and spualited as such. and empestenal feenter it sip L . '
ahove named in our corpurate ATy, for oursvess atd onr siocessons seechee die
by our siynatures hereto. vconsent to the tentes alave Lawed ad Whicht e the saus
evntained it an ofticial letrer trom Major ». V. Bener. (‘ e DT e, e Zaloy
Butt. andnanee agent. Harper's Perrv, WL Van dated Jo VI IRt vl Lave T
duly accepred by the towh svunil of said vospetation,

For farther particulars it i< herein stated that the
the unsold houses at Haner's Ferry, and that for thi s
aswaanent is to be chaneed aguinss sand corperation, otler alan the
named. to keep it in repair. g 4

Witness our bands and seals this 15th day of Anansf, 1-32, '

: PANIEL AME~, M. 1.
JOHN Lo~} HILLI\L' J ATETI T S

ZADOK BUTT.

(3 DY TRENE PRE

R TP

e

Approved by onlder.

UNITED STATES SENATE CHAMRYER,
Washington, Iscember 16, 1572,
DEaR SiR: Please inform mre the amount the Government property at Harper's Ferry
was sold for at asle. separating the water-power. &o.. from the houses and Lots
How much if any has been paid ¢
Yours, with great mp«t

Hon. W. W. BELKNAP, Secretary of War.

H. G. DAVIN.

"Indorsemeent of Chict of Ordnar.c

ORDNANCE OFFICE. I v sader 21 1572,
¥ returned to the wcretuy of War with the followig weworandum of
Harper's Feary property. wiz:

Wm-pu'er on Potomaac ol for ... ... L. liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian. S17R, W g
Water-power on Shenandosh sold for. ... . ... ... . .ioiiialaia., KIRT LI
Shenandoal Ferry sold for. ... oot ciiiiiaiiiaiaiaan. cevanen ceeme 1.5 00

Weod u:':du:lu.........................-................. RETTINTT
Ore bed R & (T
Dwdhmlou.&e..wld £ 017 S, e ean T O A T

E-LRi gy

The s of $4043.50 has heen receiv@® i payment for qweilings aml vt~ wll.
By order of the Chief of Ordpance.
. . <.V, BENET.

Mnjor ef thdman,

WAR DEPARTMENT. Iwvember 21 172,
8x: In amswer to vour inquiry of the 16th instant. how much was realizel frowm the

i57.
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ST ENETY )
AT ETRYY ]
1.0

o
R YLENTY)

UIMLW. BELKNAR,

e

el . oy . -
e ot s STt e
e Mie, Mutranenl, L 70 e T

REUE I TIAAICREAS

R\ TR

WOV S e ST

Hanvirila Fruny

T e s 1o cond st et ot e Lol sty i g et it e pes
S Nen 1w e Yy M, Muarszetr, 1o the .-ur{ ratien of Herper's Fergv, 1
L S AN Ol v-_\ill‘lfh B the TLateer statide, aned-ash (UrthieT ihs7r B Tiohs o2 = Lo

1.
Aot = pectuter 1990 T pentesl oo e A Mo Kessier the room that dued Teeroow e
].1.‘1 Ty Capt, Yoo asan office, He wae thern o aingle man: hat @ae eighs moaert g
age he et arriel. Having bt the one reony, Mra Margne 17 e 1 hine hanve oneor cweof
het pasis, <he having a swasll familv. Sotne 150 weele age she wnut for me and 10id
te that <he had concdnded to teanl with her aeter this winter, for 1e mvawns thae
her twe =< nere emploved in the night 1ele gaph office. and o ing to nore foan e
w ool they contld not get any sleep in the dav.  She reqneated that <he be pernvcrred
toepnt a part of her property in one of the neoma till @pring: and as= T Kessler winady
wcenpied a part of her houer, 1 rented the whele of her part of the honse 1o him, aned
with the understanding that he waa to vacate the ronm which be rentead from me on
the Ist of Junmary. at mom 1 can tnrm over at that time. and if the Department
Jdesires that the whole of the hemne 1w tamed rver, yon will pleas inform me. and |
w11 notify the tenant to vacate the honer at imce. an those hentaen have heen rentest
w:th the nuderstanding that they are 1o Y aurredered when the Government ruir<
them. by giving the tenant a raemable notu e, and the rent 1o he pawl at the end of
vach month o leave the honse ot uhee. %o 1f 1he honse 1e requiired, one or 1wo months’

-y
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notice, I presume, wonld be suficient time tesait themselves in getting a howa ; hine
I helieve where a tenant pays his rent it might perbaps reguire three mooths in law.
So it von bave been informed that the honse had been vacated it is certainly a mis-
take : but I was informed to«<lay that Ames called on Mrs, Margnett heforw he left for
Washington, and requestid her to rent his house ; also offered the doctor a part of the
same bonse, 8o the whole subject is before you. and I shall act as yon way direet ;
bat, as I atated before, one room will be vaeant the Ist of Januvary and will be thrned
aver,

Revpectfully, &v.,

ZADOK BUTT, _igent.
Maj. S, V. BEXET,
Chict of Orduanee, Washington City, D.

ORDNANCE OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT,
Warhington, January 3, 1-33.
Stk : o reply to your letterof the 23d uitimo I have to inform von that it is not the
intention of this Departinent to re-let, as they become vacant, any of the rooms in the
building referred to.  You will therefore v pleased to comply with the instructions
from this office of the 1Uth ultimoe, and turm over the rooms Lately ocenpied hy Mm
Margnast to the corporate authorities of Harper's Ferry. You will also turn over.
when vacated, any other rooms in the same hnilding.
By onler of the Chief of Onluance.~
Respectfully, &ec.. -
%, V. BENET,
Major of Orduance.
Zavoxk BrrT,
Ordnance dgent. Hoyper's Ferry, W, Pa.

HaRPER'S FERRY, W. Va., Varch 24. 1=733.

SiR: T heg to inform yon that I am in charge of the late armory property at this
plicce.  Before the property was sold to the Harper's Ferry Water-Power Company 1
was employed to protect and guard she property by Captain D. J. Young. O. 5. K.,
United States Army, and when the proT-rty went into the hands of the company they
retained me ou the same terms which I had served the Goverument nuder Captaiu
Young. They paid me for my servieesmp to the lst of Jannary, 1573, at which time
they wrote to me in the following words:

*The Governnient has sued us, and, aa we have no (itle to the property, I don't think
we need tronble ourselves about it amy farther. From appearances I don't e how
yon are going to get your pay, unless #he Government takes charge and pays you.”

\\'hen?wceived the letter containing the above words, I concluded to relinguish
my charge of the serty. I did so, and in less than five days thereafter the armory
yard was entered by boys and a very valuable iron pipe, about one hundred and fifty
feet in length, was broken up and the lead taken frowm aronud the joints. I was in-
formed of the fact, and 1 immediately resumed charge, helieving then. as I do now,
that the Government wounld reward me for my services in protecting their inferest in
this property. The Government holding a vendor's lien on the property, of course han
equally the same interest which it held re the sale. The property being iu litiga-
tion, I ronsidered that I would be sastained by your Departwent in protecting the
same, as | had served the Government three years in the same capacity under Captain
Young. I can assure you that had I abandoned the property that by this time irre-
parable injury wonlit have been dene to it, as it is an easy matter to breuk the large
water-wheels to get the lead and brass from aronnd the journals.

Rince the 1st of January I have rendered the Government valuable service, aml have
received no pay: and as yon have control of the matter, if yon will consent to indorse
my services for payment, (unofticially,) I will continue in charge uatil the matter is
finally settled. .

I wrote the honorable Attorney-General on the subject, and inclose for your perusal
the reply which he seut me. As I haves family dependent on we for aupport. unless
1 receive some enconragement 1 will be compelled to look elsewhere for employment.

Be pleased to inform me what [ am authorized to do iu the matter, and oblige,

Yonr obedient servant, ‘
. JOHN A. LASHORN.

Hon. WM. W, BELKNAP,
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.
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Inclosare to foregring letter.] ’

DEPARTMENT OF JUNTICE,
Warhinglon, March 20, 1<73.
Sik: T have received your letter of the 15th instant. and in reply have to inform yon
that there is no funil under my control ont of which I can pay you for your servives in
gnarding the property at Harper's Ferry.
I will suggest that you correspond with the Secretary of War upon the subject,

Very respectfully,
GEO. H. WILLIAMS,
4 . s Altorney-tivueral,
Joux A LasponN, Exq.. Harper's Ferry, W, Va. .

. HaGrnsrows, Adpril 5, 1=73.

Drar Six: The House at the List session failed to pass the hill passed by the Senate
in reiation to the purchasing of property at Harper's Ferry,

The Mensars. Abl are interested as pnirclursers of some of it. and of conrse feel anxions
as to what course the Department will now prirsie § whether it will now densnd pay-
ulent or wait until the next session of Congress for whatever legislation way e proper
and necessary.

The Mesars. ADL de not desire to e in any jeopardy abont their coutract, and ure
willing at any time to comply if reqnired by the payment of the money: but, if the
whole subject in to be Laid over for fvgisl:nion. they are willing that it should e only
®0 that they are not injured by the hmpairmient of the contract heretofore made,  Be
pleased to let e kuow wlit the Iepartment intends to do in the premises,

Yours, sincerely,
' WILLIAM T. HAMILTON,
Hou, W, W. BELENAP, S tury of War, -

——

Wan DrvagiMesg,
Washington City, May 5, 153,
®1K: In reply to your letter of the Sthjustest, inguiring as to the intention of the
Department relative to the purchasers of the Harper's Ferey property, b have the
honor to inform yout that. an Congress failed to perfect any legislation anthorizing
further delay in settling for this property, it is presmmed the Departiient of Jostice
will push the suit now peuding against the parelasers ta @ speedy termination, It is
the intention of this Department to press all paredeisers to o speady settlement,
The Messrs, Altl can avoid the contingeney af a suit by paying up at onee,
Very renpectfully, your obedient wervam, -
GEO. M. ROBESON,

RS Soding Soeritiry ot oy,
Hon. W, T. HaMurtox, 17, 8 S, Hogerstoren, Mil,

* Haorpsiows, Muy L3, 1-72,
Dran 8iR: Yonr favor { received, The Meases, ALLank that you be pleased toallow
thewt this manth to pay the cLiim againest them. Waoulid son he plessel] to wake ont
the amount dne the bu\'enlmnl' by Johu 8, AL & Co., ansd senl it to them at Newwille,

Cumberland Comuty, Penn.. or to me !

Your, sincerely,
) WILLIAM T, HAMILTON,
Hon. W. W, BELENAR Seeretury of Har,

Wan DEparTnsT, HWashington, Muy 23, 1=,

Kir: I have the honor, to say, in reply to yournote of the Lith instant, relative 1o
the indebtedness of Johin 8. Al & Co, for pn:L'rt_\' purelised tron the Governunent
at Harper's Ferry, that the Depurtinent lolds two notes of the Meases, Al datea!
December 6, lﬂﬂ‘, and ranning for one nul two vears, tespectively, el for R0,
When these notes matused the Messrs, ALl wepe duly notitied of the fuet,
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Ay T

The amount of the notes, with in

t at € per cent. from day of matarity to day
af deposit, may be deposited with the Srarest amistant treasurer or designated deposi-
tary, to the credit of the Treasurver of $he Undded Htates, and the origiual certificate
of deposit forwanled to this Depanme'&inwhn proper credit will be given, and a deed
of the property purchased be furnished in acoordsice with the provisions of the law.
Very respesttully, vour obedisntgervant,
) - — WM. W. BELKNAP,
! N Secretary of Par.
Hon, W, T, HaMmiLtoN, UL S. 8., Hagerstoter, Md.

HARPFR’S FERRY, W. VA, May 1, 1873
N1k During the latter part of the month of March I addressed i letter to the honor-
able Secretary of War,-with an intlssure fremn the honorable Attorney-General, in
reference to my * pay ” for services ronde renl thie Government in the care and protection
of the late “ Armory property” at this piseo. I am aunxious to have the matter settled,
and to know from the Secretary of War whether I must abandon the property to the
merey of such trespassers who choose to commit depredations thereon, or whether I am
warranted in continning in chargo of the property. WHI you please inform me whether
my letter was referred to the Seeretary, or what disposition was made of the maue !
It yon have not presented it for his consideration, please do so us noon as he retnrns,
sned inform we of the resnlt. This is a matter of interest to both the War Depan tent
awd myself,
Hoping that you ray give the riatte: yonr early attention, I remain, &e.,
JOHXN A, LASLORN.

Hon. 1L T. Crosy,
Chief Clegl:y Wor Dopiirtaant, oo dpgton, D, €,

[
HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA, May 23, 1370
Dean Si1: In the month ot Mareh ¥ wrate vou in reference to the condition of the
sArmory property T at this place, and jrfermed yon that I had proteeted the sane. and
asking vonr advice as to whether T shoyid continune to protect the property.  Talso

sent yon i letter which I ad received fron the Attorney-tieneral on the subject.
Will von please take nps those letters sl write me yvour views? By so doing von

will oblige, trnly, &e.,
JOTIN A, LASHORN,
Hon, WL W, BELENAP, Searclury of T,

Harrer's Frrry, W. Vi, Jely, 15, 1-73,
Madon: I bey to inform you that singe the Ist of Jannary last T have been giiinding
sl proteeting the late * Armory property” at this l»lm'o. I have rendered this serviee
ailely oy ownresponsibility, believing then, as Inow belicve, thar the War Depart -
ment will indorse my action awd pay me for my services when the questions coneern-
ing the property arésettled. T am now compelled to look elsewhere for eploviient,
aud as T have secured emplovment as the 8pringlield Avmory, I mnst relingmsi wny
cliarge of the property at this place,  I'iuke this means of notitying yon in ovder that
vou may take sneh steps as yon think best in the matter whielo may leadd to its protee-
tion in the future, for I ean assure yon that nnless something is done to protect this
property the Government mnst lose Leavily thereby, ax parties will enter and
destroy the wheels for the purpose of get ing lead and hrass from aront them. When
this matter is settled Tahall ask for comuensation for my serviees, as am fully pre-
wivedd to prove thar my actimin tiking  barge of this property Tis been of great sevyv-
e to the Government,
Very respectinlly, yours, )
N JOUN A, LASHORN.
Maj. & V. BeNET,
Chict of Ovduanes, Wasiingtog, D, (.,

-
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National Archives, Washington, D. C., RG 121, Public Buildings Service,

Harpers Ferry Lamlnated Materlal, printed pamphlet 6"x9", 9 pages
/Opinion of Judge Jacksgg/n p., n.d. .

|0

OPINION OF THE COURT, Nov. 17, 1875,
IN THE CASE OF

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND OTHER )
vs. ) In Chancery.
THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY, )

The Bill filed in this cause seeks -~

First -- To cancel an agreement in writing, entered into
November 5th, 1838, between Joel R Poinsett, then Secretary
of War of the United States, and Louis McLane, then President
of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company, under which agreement
the Railroad Company claims title to so much of a tract of
land known as the 'Harper's Ferry property', as is used and
occupied for the purposes of its road.

Secondly -- To remove a cloud upon the title of the
Government to the property, growing out of a claim of title
derived from one Patrick Byrne to that portion of it occupied
by the defendant.

It is conceded that the United States derived title to
the Harper's Ferry tract through sundry conveyances, made in
1796 end afterwards, 'to George Washington, President of the
United States, and his successors in office;' that by virtue
of the conveyances so made, the Government of the United States
became seized and possessed of this tract of land, and conti-
nued to hold possession of it (except that portion occupied
by the Railroad Company) from 1796 until the 30th of November,
1869, when it was sold by the Govermment to Francis C. Adams.

2

That shortly after the Government acquired the property,
she established upon it a National armory, which was used for
the manufacture of arms and munitions of war until the armory
was destroyed, in the year 1861,




163,

This being the condition of the property, in the year
1838, the Railroad Company epplied, through its President,
Louis McLane, to the Government of the United States for
permission to occupy a portion of the tract for a right of
way across it for railroad purposes, which resulted in the
agreement of November 5th, 1838, between Joel R. Poinsett,
then Secretary of War, on behalf of the Government of the
United States, and Louis McLane, on behalf of thc Railroad
Company.

By the terms of that agreement, 'authority was conceded
by the Govermment to the Railroad Company to construct their
railroad along and over the property of the United States.'

It is claimed by the defendant, the Railroad Company, that
under and by virtue of this agreement, it has an easement in
the property occupied by it so long as it is used for railroad
purposes. :

But if it should be mistaken in this position, the Company
claims title to the land in controversy under a deed from
Patrick Byrne, who claimed it under a grant from the State of
Maryland, whose jurisdiction extended to the south bank of the
Potomac river. '

With reference to the second position of the defendant,
which I propose to consider first, it is alleged that the rail-
road tracks, and in fact all the ground used for railroad
purposes, is a 'f£ill', built by the Company in the river, and
upon what is claimed to be its bed at the date of the agreement
between the Government and the Railrcad Company, within the
territory of Maryland, and consequently covered by the Byrne
‘title. However this fact may be, it is not deemed to be a
matter of importance in this case, as the defendant first took.

. possession of the property in controversy claiming it under

‘the agreement of November 5th, 1838; and so far as the question
of possession arises between the United States and the defendant,
it is a matter of no moment, whether the United States had a
good title, or whether the Secretary of War had authority to
execute the agreement. By the express terms of the agreement,
the defendant was to build a sustaining wall parallel to the
then existing wall built by the Govermment, between it and the
river in some places, and within the river at others, for the
purpose of making the 'fill' ypon which the railroad track was
to be built. Thus it appears that the defendant, under an express

L3/
provision in this sgreement, was to build a wall and make the

necessary fill, deriving its authority for so doing from the
Government alone. If stronger evidence was required to establish



the intention and understanding of the parties at the time the
agreement was entered into, none could be brought. At that
time no one questioned the right of the Govermment to the
property, and being a riparian owner, she was entitled to any
accretions, whether the result of the action of the water, or
the result of labor and skill applied and used to confine the
river to what appeared to be ils natural channel, so far as

it would not interrupt the flow of water or obstruct navigation.
The Government had a clear right to authorize, as she did, the
erection of the wall, not only for the purposes of a railroad
bed, but to furnish a bank for the river so as to prevent its
encroaching further upon the main land.

This view of the case explains clearly the conduct of the
parties at the time, and tends to establish the fact, that the
river at the date of the agreement had by its wash encroached
on the main land, some distance beyond its original limits.

But that faet did not alter the boundary line between the
States, and hence, both parties must have regarded the property
as within the jurisdiction of Virginia when the agreement was
made; otherwise, it would not have been entered into with its
existing terms and conditions.

But suppose that at the time the agreement was entered
into, the title of Patrick Byrne covered the land in contro-
versy? Would that fact alter the legal relations between the
parties in this case? 1 think not.

The defendant did not acquire the title of Byrne until
September, 1841, long after the agreement made with the United
States under which they took possession of the disputed property.
When the deed of Byrne was executed, it passed nothing, because
he was out of possession of the property intended to be conveyed,
and the possession of it was had under a claim of title adverse
to him.

If, however, it passed any title to the defendant, it took
it in subordination to the title of the Govermment. At the
time of the execution of this deed, the defendant was & tenant
under the United Staes, and was bound by every obligation,
both legal and moral, to protect the title of its landlord
until it should restore the possession of the property to it.
True, it might disclaim the tenancy by actuel notice, or by
such notorious acts as would be equivalent to such notice. It
is not however pretended that any such disclaimer was ever made
in the case. On the contrary, the defendant, in its answer,
claims right to the pos- .

L4T

session and use of the property under the agreement mede with
the Secretary of War, November 5th, 1838. Holding this relation
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to the United States, it cannot shelter itself behind the Byrne
or any outstanding title, but must stand or fall with the title
it acquired from the United States.

This brings me to consider the first ground of defence,
set up by the defendant in answer to the bill of the complainants,
to-wit: The validity of its title under the United States. It
is not questioned, and in fact it cannot be denied, that if the
claim of the United Staes covered the land in controversy, her
title is good. That being conceded, the next question that
presents itself for consideration is, has the defendant an
inchoate, or perfect title from the United States?

The consideration of this question involves the authority
of the Secretary of War to make the agreement he did of November
5th, 1838, which the complainants in this action very gravely
question, and insist that the action of the Secretary of War
is without color of authority, and consequently is absolutely
void or voidable., Congress, by an Act passed and approved by
the President at an early date, established a National armory
upon this property at Harper's Ferry, by which it became dedicated
to military purposes. From the time of its dedication to the
date of the agreement between the Secretary of War and the
Railroad company, it was alone used as a site for military
purposes. During that period, arms and munitions of war were
there manufactured, under the direction of the War Department.
This property, as well as all military property belonging to
the United States, is and always has been under the general
management of the Secretary of War. With the knowledge of this
fact Congress, by an Act passed March 3d, 1819, invested the
Secretary of Wer with authority to make sale of ‘such military
sites belonging to the United States as may have been found
or become useless for military purposes.'

As far back as the 6th day of May, 1836, construction was
given to this Act by Mr. B. F. Butler, then Attorney General
of the United States, in which opinion he held that the Secre-
tary of War was authorized to make sale of any 'militery sites'’
belonging to the Government at the date of the Act, which were
n o longer needed for military purposes. Atto Genl's Opinions,
vol, 34, page 108.

The Government seems to have adopted this construction,
and its correctness does not appear to have been since questioned.
In the case of the United States vs. Chicago, 7th Howard, 188,
the Supreme Court of the United States refer to this Act, and

concede the power of the

[57
Secretary of War to sell what was then known as.Fort Dearborn, or
any portion of that property, under it.
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It will be seen that the power claimed for the Secretary
of War under this Act is sustained not only by precedent in the
Department, but by judielal authority.

But it is cleimed, that the Act applies only to military
sites, such as public forts and dock-yards, and not to a pro-
perty used for the purpose of menufacturing arms and munitions
of war. It must be borne In mind however, that Congress, in
esteblishing the public armory at Harper's Ferry, fixed its
location and dedicated it to military purposes. That it was
a military site used for military purposes, seems to me not
to admit of a doubt. But precedent is not wanting for this
position. This view of the question is sustained by Mr. Crittenden,
when Attorney General of the United States, in discussing the
power of the Secretary of War under this statute, in regard to
the property now in question. Atto. General's Opinions, vol. 5,
page 550, Under this opinion of the Attorney General, the Secretary
of War laid out a large portion of the public property at Harper's
Ferry, not meeded for military purposes, into town lots, streets .
and alleys, and the lots were sold to parties who took possession
under the title thus derived from the Government, and they are.
so held to this day. So far as it now appears, no question
has been raised as to the power he exercised upon that oceasion.
The Government having in all its branches acquiesced in this
action of the War Department, she should not be permitted to
change her position with reference to this property, but her
rights should be determined according to the comstruction
heretofore given the Act, which seems to me not only to be warranted
by its terms, but does no violence to the language employed to
express 1ts object.

I have thus far examined the Act of 1819, and the powers
of the Secretary of War under it. The defendant, however, does
not rely alone upon it for its defense, but seeks to protect
itself under the Act of 1828. This Act authorizes the President
to 'sell forts, arsenals, dock-yards, light-houses, or any property
held by the United States for like purposes,' when no longer
needed for the purposes for which they were used. Under this
statute the power to sell is expressly eonferred upon the .
President. It is claimed however, that this agreement was the
act of the Secretery of Wer, and not of the President, and
therefore not within the words of the statue; and ,88.8 conse-
guence, is mot binding on the United States. It is ‘How well
settled, that ‘the Pre31dent speaks and acts through" the heads

of the several
L6

departments in relation to subjeotS’whichJAppe-[aocumept damaged/
made their respective duties.' This property belonged, as I have



before said, to the War Department, and was under the immediate
control of the Secretary of War. He was in the making of this
agreement but the agent of the President, and I feel justi-
fied in presuming that it was done under his direction and with
his assent, and is therefore, in contemplation of law, the act
of the President. Wilcox vs. Jackson, 13th Peters.

I, therefore, conclude that by both the Act of 1819 and
1828, the Secretary of War was authorized to sell any property

belonging to his Department not longer needed by the Government.

It is suggested, however, that although the power be conceded,
he did not exercise the right conferred by the statute, but
instead of selling the property, he 'granted permission to the
Railroad Company to run their road through the lands belonging
to the United States.! It is sufficient to say in reply to
this position, that the Secretary of War is by law invested
with the power to look after and take care of all public prop-
erty pelonging to his department, and so to use and menage it
as will be best for the public interests. Whilst he could not
sell, or by any act of his, part with the legal title to any
property belonging to the United States, except under authority
derived from Congress, yet, as incident to the power of his

office, and in the exercise of a discretion with which all heads

of departments are invested, he would have the right to lease
property not longer needed for public purposes, not only for
the preservation of it, but if practicable, to render it
productive of revenue to the Government, until it could be

disposed of in pursuance of law. Being ‘nvested with authority

to dispose of it by grant in fee, all minor powers over the
property are necessarily implied.

This conclusion brings me to notice briefly the rights
acquired by the defendant under this agreement. Under the
permission granted in this agreement, the Railroad Company
entered upon and took possession of the digputed properiy,
and constructed their line of railway across it. The license
granted was for an indefinite period; no time being fied when
the permission to use the lands for the purpose specified in
the agreement was to terminate. Up to this time it has never
been revoked, no has any notice been given by the Govermment
of its intention, or even its desire to revoke it wntil the
ingtitution of this suit. o

The defendant accepted this license upon the terms
indicated. %t built and constructed its railroad under this
authority. It was the extension of a great national highway,
and, as we now know, second

7

10 none in magnitude and importance in’this or any other
country. It musi have been apparent to both the contracting
parties that an enterprise at that time so stupendous in its
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character as the construction of a ralilroad from Bltimore to
the Qhlo river, was to be permanent and lasting. A right thus
acquired, under a written license not specially restricted,

is commensurate with the thing of which the license is an
accessory.

That it was so understood by the Secretary of War is shown
by the fact that he expressly provided in his agreement with
the defendant that, 'the said Company shall allow the United
States to construct and keep up forever a depot, with suitable
tracks, switches, and turnabouts, to be connected with said
road.' Here there is a reservation of a right forever upon
the part of the agent of the Govermment, clearly indicating that
he understood that the defendant was to use and enjoy the license
thus granted as long as it should see proper to do so. The
inference is clear to my mind, that it was the intention of
the Secretary of War to dedicate the property granted under
this license to this specific use, which was a public one. It
was for a great national highway. Having so donated and declared
the purposes and object of the donation, it became dedicated
to the specific purposes indicated. By this act upon the part
of the United States, through their agent, the defendant, as
well as the public through it, has acquired an easement in the
property, so long as it continues to use it for the purposes
granted; which is said 'to be a liberty, privilege or advantage
which one may have in the lands of another, without profit.'

The owner of the fee, whoever he may be, cannot revoke the
license granted. The fee will remain in the original owner,
or his grantees, but the right of the defendant to the use is
paramount to the title of the owner of the fee, and does not
require the fee for its protection. M.E.Church vs. Hoboken,
33 N.J., L. W.1lson vs. Sexon, 27 Iowa 15.

_ And here the doctrine of equiable estoppel may be justly
applied. Under the permission given, the defendant built its
railroad over the land of the complainants, with their knowledge
and assent, which depends for its value on remaining in its
present position. Acting in good faith, it was influenced to
make large expenditures both of time and money in its comstruc-
tion. 8 '

The plaintiffs were influenced in granting the license
by the benefits to be derived from . the construction of the
road in furnishing them with better facilities of transportation
at reduced rates. It was simply the advantage of a railroad
for transportation over the old wagon roads;

8

which in the light of subsequent events, proved to be of
incalculable benefit to the property. The benefits thus
derived, whilst they may not amount to a valuable consideration,
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were the inducements that operated upon the complainants to
grant the license, It was a power coupled with an interest,
which was both necessary to the possession and enjoyment of
the rights acquired under the permission, and is not revocable
as long as the interest exists. Were it otherwise a revocation
of the power would follow, and the defendants would be con-
strained to remove its railroad at a great loss. Such a result
would work gross injustice to the defendant, and would allow
the complainants to take advantege of their own wrong.

It is here that equity interposes her power ito estop
the complainant from disturbing the defendant in the rights
acquired by it under the agreement; otherwise it would have
no remedy. It is now the settled doctrine that ’'equity will
execute every agreement for the breach of which damages may
be recovered, when an action for damages would be an inadequate
remedy.' In this case no adequate compensation could be made
the defendant for the dameges it would sustain by the revoca-
tion of its license and the loss of rights acquired under it.
The complainant having without objection permitted the defendant
to construct over their lands a public railroad, 'cannot, after
the road is completed, or large expenditures have been made
thereon, upon the faith of their apparent acquiescence, reclaim
the land or enjoin its use by the Railroad Company.' Goodin
vs. Cincinnati & Whitewater Canal Company, 18 Ohio, St. 169;
Cumberland Valley Railroad Company vs, McLanahan, 59 Penn. 24,
31. And this doctrine is reaffirmed in 21 Ohio 553, in which
case the learned Court declare that 'it is the dictate of
natural justice that he who having a right or interest, by his
conduct influences another to act on the faith of its non-ex-
istence, or that it will not be asserted, shall not be allowed
afterwards to maintain it to his prejudice. Qut of this just
principle has grown the equitable doctrine of estoppel in pais,
so well stated and strongly approved by Fonblanque in his Treatise
on Equity, vol. 1, ch. 3, sec. 4; by Chancellor Kent in Wendell
vs. Van Rensellaer, 1 Johns, Ch. 344; by Lord Macclesfield in
the leading case of Savage vs. Foster, 9 Modern R. 35.'

In the case under consideration, no one can question the
fact that the defendant was influenced in.the course it pursued
by the conduct of the Government through its officer, the Secretary
of War. The Company entered upon the premises under its agreement
with the Government,

9

and remained in the peaceable possession and the quiet enjoyment
of them for a period of upwards of thirty years. During all
this time not the slightest intimation was ever given to it

of any claim whatever upon the part of the Government to the
disputed premises. I therefore conclude that, upon every
principle, both legal and equitable, the complainants cannot
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and ought not to be permitted, at this late day, to disturb
the defendant in the possession of the premises under the
agreement of 1838.

Nor do I think a right of compensation exists in this case.
No actual consideration is expressed in the agreement, and
the omission to do so implies that both parties understood that
none was demanded.

It is manifest that the Secretary of War required no consi-
deration, for the reason that he looked to the additional
facilitis of transportation the construction of the railroad
would furnish, as well as to the enhanced value of the residue
of the property consequent upon its construction,

It seems to me, therefore, that every consideration of
justice between the parties requires me to treat and hold the
license in this case as an executed contract giving an aebsolute
right. I am therefore of the opinion that, upon any view of
the case presented by the pleadings, the bill should be dismissed
for the reasons assigned."”
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THE GOVERNMENT
vs.

THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD.

When the line for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, or
rather that portion of it in the vicinity of Harper's Ferry,
was originally surveyed in 1832-'33, it was at first decided
by the engineers that the road, after leaving the Maryland
shore at a point where the abutment of the present bridge
stands, should run diagonally up the river towards the Virginia
shore, cubtting through a part of what is called Byrnes' Island,
and striking a point at the extreme north, or upper end of the
Governmentfs property. The chief reason assigned for this was
that it would save the heavy expense of running over the Govern-
ment property. Several years after this one Patrick Byrnes,
an employee in the Government Armory, took out a land-patent
in Maryland, and pretended to locate it on a portion of the
Island now bearing his name, notwithstanding the Government
had held possession of it more than®rty years, and two houses
on it were occupied by mechanics in its employ. The right
set up by Byrnes, under his so-called patent, was sold to the
Railroad Company for a trlfle At least so it is claimed by
the Company.

2

The line I have described above was not takem; and for

the reason that to overcome the heavy freshets at certain
seasons of the year it would be necessary to build & very high
and formidable wall or causeway, not less than forty feet high
end as many broad. Most of this would have to be of solid
.masonry, the cost of which would be very heavy. Other obstacles,’
not at first conbemplated, began to develope themselves, among
them the fact that & wall built in this manner would serlously
interfere with the current of the stream. In short, it was
absolutely necessary to abandon this line and look for a more
feasible and less expensive one.

It was now decided to run the road directly across the
river, as at present, on a bridge with stone abutments and
arches, and obtain from Congress, if possible, authority
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granting the right of way over the Government property on the
Virginia side. The Government property here runs nearly north
and south for about one and a half miles, and included all the
islands in the river, as granted by an act of the Maryland
Legislature.

As the bridge struck the Virginia shore in the very centre
of the town, at the south end of the Government property, the
Railroad Company had to elect whether it would run over it on
the river front, which was the most valuable part of it, or
take the line under and through the bluff on the west side.

It elected to do the former for the reason that if it selected
the upper, or west line, it would have to cut more than a mile
through hard bluerock, and also widen and regrade the county
road. To do this would have cost more than a million of dollars.
Railroads were not popular institutions with the people at that
time, nor was the Congress of that day in a humor to pass a

bill giving the Company authority to run its line over and occupy
so much of the Government's most valuable property. In short, I
am informed that Congress flatly refused, holding that in
addition to the great value of the ground the road would
necessarily occupy, the Armory buildings would be in con-

3

tinual danger of destruction from the sparks of the locomotives,
which at that time used wood for fuel.

It now looked as if the Company would have to fall back
on the line first selected, with all its cost. The Company,
however, was not at a loss for expedients, even at that day;
and very soon saw that, with the exercise of a little strategy
in the right direction, they might succeed in gaining their
point at a cheaper rate,

The Company went on building its road, leaving the question
of the right of way over the Government's property at Harper's
Ferry at rest for nearly two years. In 1836, Joel R. Poinsett
was Secretary of War, and Louls MclLene, president of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. In this year an agreement was
entered into between these parties, by which the reilroad was
permitted to run a single track along the front and over the
most valuable portion of the Government's property, thus saving
to the Company an outlay of, at least, a million and a quarter

of dollars, .

Mr. Poinsett, as Secretary of War, could give the Company
no legal, vested rights in the property. In short, his
permission placed the Company there on sufferance. Any of his
successors had the same right to cancel the permission, and
order the Company to remove its tracks,. It was charged at the
- time, but I know not with what truth, that Mr. Poinsett was

. personally interested in the road, The agreement stipulated



that a width of not more than 30 feet should be set apart for
the road; that an outer wall should be built, leaving a suffi-
cient space between that and the Government wall for a free
water-course, and that nothing should be done to injure the
property. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, however,
is famous over the country for its disregard of private rights,
as well as for its encroachments on the property of others.
Instead of thirty. feet the Company has encroached from time
to time until in some places it has reached a width of sixty
feet. Indeed the Government seemed to be powerless to stop
its encroach-

A

ments. It very recently laid a double-track from one end to

the other of the property, removed walls, and has ocecupied a

large space of ground for workshops and timber-yards. It put
up a2 watering station on the property on the Shenandoah; took
away and used veluable property, and all without authority of
law.

Things remained in this condition until 1866, when the
Company applied to the then Secretary of War (Edwin M. Stanton)
for authority to change its track from the river front to the
west or bluff side of the Government property. The object of
this was to straighten their line, and avoid the very sharp
curve at the west end of the bridge. Also, to avoid crossing
the Government's canal, which it had already seriously demaged
by not building such & bridge as was stipulated for in the original
agreement., The War Department granted the permission, stipulating
that the county road should be regraded and widened, and that all
damage done to property along the line should be compensated for.
The great expense of cutting through solid rock for nearly if
not quite a mile, as well as the fear of paying for damages to
private property, deterred the Company from carrying out this
design. Instead of accepting the authority granted by Mr. Stanton
to adopt a new line it began strengthening and giving a perma-
nent appearance to 1ts old one.

To show how utterly regardless the Railroad Company was
of the value of the water-power, it did, &t the end of the war,
put down a wooden trestle work directly in the centre of the
canal., This, of course, checked the natural flow of the water
and caused a heavy bank of sand to make on one side. This trestle
work also created @& strong backwater, which, pressing with great
force against the outer wall of the canal, caused it to give way
to the very serious damage of the whole property. Not content
with this, the Company erected stone abutments on each side of
the canal, and extending inward on one side mearly sixty
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feet beyond the limits stipulated for in the originel agreement.
This, causing the water to turn at an acute angle, would have
very soon permanently damaged the whole property.

The attention of the Govermnment being called to this au-
dacious attempt to destroy the water-power, Colonel Simpson,
of the engineer corps, was sent up to make an examination and
report. (See his report.) His report was a severe censure of
the Railroad Company, whose encroachments he illustrated by a
drawing of the work and the canal. He showed that the Company
had proceeded with a reckless disregard of the value of the
water-power, and with a full knowledge of the serious injury
they were doing to the property. He recommended that the Company
be held responsible for the damage it had done, and at once be
made to remove the impediments.

The Company's officers got over this matiter by offering
an apology for the injury done, the suggestion that it was
their intention to purchase the property when it was sold, and
that the railroad had no use for water power. The devilishness
of this acknowledgment is apparent on its face. They would,
according to that confession, make it as near valueless as
possible for the purpose of getting possession of it at a nominal
price. It is impossible 1o conceive anything more disgraceful,
not to say dishonorable, on the part of a great railroad corpora-
tion. But the Govermment took no action on Colonel Simpson's
report, and the matter again rested for a time.

It was very clear to those who had carefully watched the
conduct of this great Railroad Company that the object of its
president, Mr. John W, Garrett, was to damage the property all
he could, to depreciate its value to any one needing it for
manufacturing purposes, and to get possession of it himself,
as I have said before.

Now let the reader mark how clearly the sequel developes
the motive. Congress, during the session of 1868-69,

6

passed en act authorizing the Secretary of War to dispose

of the Government property at Harper's Ferry, at public sale.
The sele was to be absolute and unreserved. The proceeds,
over and above a certain amount, were to go to the State of
West Virginia, for educational purposes.

The Sale.

As Congress did not know the Baltiimore and Ohio Rail-
road on the property, of course the Secretary of War could
not recognize its claim to any right there. The Wer Department
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knew very well that as soon as the property changed hands and
became private property the question as to the value of that
portion of it used by the Railroad Company became vested in
the purchaser -- that it was a part of his purchase. Hence,
in advertising the property for sale, the officers were very
particular in describing the boundaries, thus:

'The entire water-power of the Potomac River, as held

by the United States, embracing site of old armory buildings,
or musket factory, Byrne's Island, (in the centre of the
river,) and all that strip of land and bluff bordering on
the Potomac River, and lying between said river and the
streets and lots in said town of Harper's Ferry, as laid
down on the map of 1869.'

The railroad is not so much as mentioned. About two
weeks before the sale took place several of the officers of
the railroad made a thorough examination of the property on
both rivers. About the same time reports began to circulate
that the Government could not give a good and valid title to
the propety. Similar reports got into two or three country
papers. These reports had & very damaging effect in deterring
persons disposed 1o purchase the property. In nearly every
instance these damaging reports were set afloat by persons
connected with the Railroad Company. You could not mistake
the object for which these reports were put in circulation.

7

The sale took place on the 30th of November, 1869, and
was under the direction of John P. Keller, chief clerk of
the Ordnance Office, War Depariment. The Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad was represented by Mr. John L. Wilson, its master
of transportation, who, with Mr. Randolph, its chief engineer,
had been two days at the Ferry previous 1o the sale.

It is enough for me to say here that I bid on the property
with the opinion of an ex-Attorney General before me, or
rather to guide me, and with a full understanding that the
road had no legal rights there, and must pay for whatever it
occupied as soon as the property passed into private hands.
The Railroad Company, too, was well aware of its own status
on the property. The best proof of this may be found in the
fact that ithd $175,000 for property its agent, Mr. John L,
Wilson, had described only the day before as not worth more
than thirty or forty tousand. In addition to this, I am
informed on very good authority that the Company took legal
advice on the subject of their agreement with Secretary of
War Poinsett, and were told that it would be void as soon as



the property changed hands, unless the Govermment could be
got to make a reservation. It is clear, therefore, that we

both bid understandingly.

I heve been thus particular in regard to the above point
because it has been claimed by certain of the Railroad Company's
officers that an unfair advantage was taken of them; that they
were not properly informed as to the view the Government took
of their position on the property. This is certainly a very
novel claim for a great and powerful Company to set up -- @
Company that adopts the highwayman's methods of taking whatever
it wants, and setting the owner at defiance; and is also
famous for having blackmailed the traveling community for more
than thirty years.

Having been defeated at the sale, and the property having
passed into private hands the Railroad Company began & system
of annoyance which can be expressed only in the

8

word 'devilish'. Let me turn first to the property on the
Shenandoah, known as the 'Rifle Works,' and state what it

was. The purchasers at once took measures, in commnection

with some wealthy paper manufacturers in New York, to organize
a company for the purpose of establishing an extensive paper
mill on that property. The water power there was of the finest
xind, and peculiarly adapted for that purpose. As if to defeat
this the Railroad Company, without any authority whatever, put
up a watering station, with its engine and attendant smoke,
immediately on the property. I wrote to the President of the
road remonstrating against this, and iwice called Mr. John L.
Wilson's attention to it personally. He as often promised to
have it removed; in other words, to abate the nuisance. That
was all he did. Two years after the extraordinary flood at

the Ferry washed it away.

The track running over these rifle-works, on the Shenan-
doah, belonged to what was known before.the war as the "Winchester
Potomac Railroad.' This Compeny, as long ago as 1837, obtained
from Congress authority to run over the property under certain
conditions fixed by a board of Government engineers., These
were that a certain grade should be maintained; that culverts
leading to the river bank should be kept open, and a roadway
to the river éiould be preserved and also kept open. A profile
was made embodying these conditions, was submitted to Congress,
and is referred to in the act authorizing the Company to run
over the property. These engineers clearly foresaw what would
be the damage from freshets if any dev1at10n was made from
the conditions fixed by them. _
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It is proper to say here that so long as this road was in
the hands of and worked by the 'Winchester and Potomac Company'
all those conditions were strictly complied with. When, however,
this road became consolidated with and under the management of
the Baltimore and Ohio Company all these conditions were violated,
and the act of Congress treated with contempt.

9

More especially was this so after the property passed into
private hands. The railroad not only changed the course of its
track to accommodate itself, but it raised the grade of its track
sixteen inches, filled up the culverts, and closed the roadway
leading to the river bank. When the Company's attention was
called to the danger of this it treated the matter with irrita-
ting indifference. In truth the property, from the Railrcad's
action, was transferred into a dam with a large inlet but no
outlet for the water. The result was just what had been pre-
dicted by competent engineers. When the great flood in the fall
of 1861 came, the water rushed in, filled up the body, forced
out the walls, and completely destroyed the whole property.

Not content with this the Railroad Company, to the end of repairing
its own demages, went upon the property, took what material it
wanted -- stone, sand and gravel - . and to this day has not

paid a dollar for it.

Now let us turn to the property on the Potomac -- the
Armory property -- about which the suit is now pending. The
Water-power Company, with George II. Plant, of Washington,
for president, was organized for the purpose of developing
this property. I have no apology to offer for this company.

Its fault was that it allowed Mr. John W. Garrett to frighten

it out of its rights. It did, however, begin improving the
property and expended considerable sums of money. It had an
entire new lock built at the dam, new head-gates put in, and

the wasteways repaired. The next work in order was repairing
the canal, which, as I have said before, had been seriously
damaged by obstructions placed in it by the Railrocad Company.

A formal but courteous notice was served on Mr. Garrett,
president of the road requesting him to remove those obstructions
so &s to enable us to pursue our work. Nearly six months passed
and yet no notice whatever was taken of this respectful reguest,
and it was only when I threatened to resort to forcible means,
and, if necessary, to enable us to go on with

10

the work, to take up his track, that he was made to take some
action in the matter., You would very naturally infer that he
sent up a force to remove the obstructions and do what was right
in the matter. He did nothing of the kind. But he did send up
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a gang of armed roughs to take possession of and guard the property
night and day. And while these roughs were thus employed, he
applied to the court and got an injunction praying that certain
gentlemen of the Water-power Company be restrained from interfering
with the Railroad Company's property.

The Water Power Company filed a cross-injunction. This
brought up the question of title, and also developed the Rail-
road Company's policy. It boldly assailed and threw a cloud
over the Government's title to the property. It set up, first,
that a large portion of the property over which its track ran
was within the boundaries of Maryland, not Virginia, as claimed
by the Government. Second. That it (the Railrocad Company) had
a good and valid title to the property, or rather portions of
the property, under and by right of the Byrnes patent. Third.
That the agreement between Joel R. Poinsett, Secretary of War,
and Louis McLane, President of the Company, was a pre-eminent
right of way.

Surveys of the property were made at the request of the
Railroad Company, and a vast amount of testimony in the way
of depositions taken on both sides. It very soon became
evident that the Railroad Company was seeking to gain through
delay what it had failed to obtain by straightforward and
prompt action. In the taking of these depositions even perjury
itself was wesorted to by the Railroad Company, as will be seen
by the following affidavit:

A TRUE CQPY.

'Affidavit of J. P. Keller, Chief Clerk of the Ordnance Department,
Washington, D. C.

WASHINGTON, D. C., November 10th, 1870.
'Having seen the following testimony and declarations made by Ansel
11

B. Wood, taken and made before a commissioner appointed to take
depositions, in a suit pending between the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad and the Harper's Ferry Water Power and Manufacturing
. Company, in the city of Baltimore, Maryland, before Commissioner
Dulaney, to wit:

'Ansel B. Wood, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith
to questions propounded by plaintiff's counsel, as follows:

'lst. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?
'Answer. Ansel B. Wood; 57 years; Sandy Hook Washington

county, Maryland; agent for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
Company, at Harper's Ferry.
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'2d. Were you present at the sale of the Govermment works
at Harperks Ferry? State what declarations were made by the
Government agent, as the time of the sale, relating to the
Baltimore and Ohio railroad? ZObJected to by defendant’s counselL/

'Answer. I was present; my recollections are that the
agent of the Government, or whoever he was, or the man in
charge of the sale, before the sale commenced, he read from.

a paper in his hand the conditions of the sale of ithe musket
factory. As near as I can recollect the words, they were that
the musket factory would be sold as it then was, without any
guarantee of title but such as the Goverument possessed, which,
from all examination, they believed to be genuine, with no
reserve, except that of a sireet running on the south gide,

and parallel with the Govermment canal, named "Potomac Street,"
and the rights and privileges possessed or held by the Baltimore
and Chio railroad.’

Mr. Keller's Answer.

'I here declare and make oath that I am the officer or
person that conducted the sale on behalf of the Government,
at the time referred to, and so far as the testimony of Ansel
B. Wood refers to the rights and privileges possessed or held
by the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, or any reservation of the
same being announced by me, it is untrue. I hereby declare and
make oath that no announcement was made by me of any reservation
of rights or privileges held by the Baltimore and Ohio railroad.

('Signed) J. P. KELLER,
'Chief Clerk, Ordnance Office.

'Sworn and subscribed before me, this tenth day of November,

1870.
/SFAL./ 'N. CALLAN, Notary Public.'

Ansel B. Wood was not the only ready witness the great
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company had during this controversy.
The court, as was anticipated, made the injunction perpetual.
Of course there was nothing ieft for the

- 12

Water Power Company but to stop work and fall back on the
Government, and ask that it make its title good; in other words,
defend itself againstthe Railroad Company. The Government filed
its bill of ejectment, and now, afier a delay of nearly two years,
the case is argued on its merits at Wheeling, West Virginia, before
© United States District Judge Jackson. The judge delivered his
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opinion November 17, 1875. After disposing of the Byrnes
patent, and the claim that & portion of the property was within
the boundaries of Maryland, adversely, he takes up the Poinsett
and McLane agreement.

'In the case under consideration,' says the learned judge,
'no one can question the fact that the defendant,' (the Govern-
ment) 'was influenced in the course it pursued by the conduct
of the Government through its officer, the Secretary of War.
The Company entered upon the premises under its agreement with
the Government, and remained in the peaceable possession and
quiet enjoyment of them for a period of upwards of thirty years.
During all this time not the slightest intimation was ever given
to it of any claim whatever upon the part of the Government
to the disputed premises. I therefore conclude that, upon
every principle, both legal and equiteble, the complainants
cannot and ought not to be permitted at this late day to dis-
turb the defendant in the possession of the premises under
the agreement of 1838.

'Nor do I think a right of compensation exists in this
case, No actual consideration is expressed in the agreement,
and the omission to do so implies that both parties understood
that none was demanded.' This is enough for my purpose. The
Government was simply kicked out of Judge Jeckson's court.

As a piece of special pleading, coming from an advocate in the
interests of the Railroad Company, nothing could have been
more artistically done. Indeed, 1t may be doubted whether the
Company's attorneys could have mede a more satisfactory perfor-
mance for their client.

13

I use the word performance understandingly., If there be any
force at all in such reasoning, the learned judge would simply
clothe the Secretary of War with the powers of a reel estate
agent. And here let me add that a somewhat novel, if not
entirely new feature of this performance, was the fect that
the senior counsel for the Railroad Company was at one time
on the other side, while the Government had for essistant
counsel at Wheeling one of the railroads prominent attorneys.
That may be all right as between railroad companies and
lawyers, but it was to me, at least, a surprise I had not
bargained for.

The large number of letters I have received from manu-
facturers in different parts of the country all anxious to
avail themselves of the valuable water power at Harper's
Ferry, ie the best proof of what might have been done with
this great property had not the Baltimore and Ohio Railroaq
Company cast & cloud upon its title. Not one of these persons
could be induced to touch the property while the title was in

dispute.
F., C., ADAMS.*®
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Elmes, Chief Clerk for the Solicitor of the Treasury,
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"DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY,
. WASHINGTON, D. C., May 29th, 1877.

Sir:

In pursuance of your instructions I visited Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia, on the 12th instant, for the purpose of
making an examination of the old armory property and water
power at that place, the title to which by reason of certain
Judicial proceedings in the District Court for West Virginia
has been acquired by the United States through the foreclosure
of a lien for the purchase money of the sale of this same
property in 1869, made by the United States to F. C. Adams
and others.

The property as acquired and now by law under charge
of this office, consists lst of the water power entire of the
Potomac River embracing this site of the old armory

R

buildings or musket factory. Byrnes and the adjacent islands,
together with the strip of land and bluff bordering the
Potomac River on the West Virginia side of the River lying
between the river and the streets and lots as laid down on
the map of 1869; 24 The water power entire of the Shenandoah
River embracing the site of the rifle factory and the
appurtenances. .

By authority of an act of Congress of December 15,
1868, this property together with two hundred and forty-five
addltlonal Aots were offered at sale by publie auction, on the
"30th of. November and the 1st of December ;869 At such sale
the purchesers had the option to pay cash'or to execute their
notes or bonds for the purchase money at one and two years,
reserving therein the vendors lien of the United States. One
hundred end four of these purchasers

181.
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representing one hundred and eighty-five lots, availed them-

selves of the benefit of the deferred payments, and accordingly

executed their obligations with sureties.

Among these purchases on deferred payments, were
the two pieces of property before mentioned embracing the
valuable water power of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers.: '
This property was bid in by F. C. Adams and others at the
sum of two hundred and six thousand dollars. No part of this
purchase money was ever paid, and the United States under
direction of this office instituted proceedings in the
District Court for West Virginia, June 24, 1873, by bill in
chancery to foreclose the vendors lien, and obtaingd a_decree,

under which the property was offered for sale by / W._/ Goff Jr.

Commissioner on the 28th of September

last. At this sale the United States through en Agent
appointed by the Solicitor of the Treasury, became the pur-
chaser; and subsequently received a deed therefor after decree’

of confirmation by the Court; the price bid being seventy & °

R

'-g’:?q. !

As regards the other lots sold at the sale in the’
vear 1869 no proceedings have been taken to collect the pur-
chase money and all the notes and bonds with accrued interest
for nearly eight years are outstanding. These obligations are
on file in the War Deparitment. By section 3750 of the Revised
Statutes it is provided that,*the Solicitor of the Treasury
shall have charge of all bonds and other property which have
been or may be assigned, set off, or conveyed to the United
States in payment of debts, and of all trusts created for the
use of the United States in

thousand dollars.

5

payment of debts due them and of the sale &nd dlsposal of
lands assigned or set off | to the United States in payment
of debts or vested in them, by mortgage or other gecurity for
the payment of debts. x

I would in this connection, respectfully submit the
question as to whether these notes or obligations creating a"
trust in the property for the payment of debts due the United
States for the purchase money, should not be in the charge of
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this office for such proceedings as may seem expedient, for
the purpose of realizing for the United States the moneys
due and remsining unpaid for the long period mentioned.

The numerous lots have depreciated very much in
value since the sale. :

At that sale very large prices were bid, induced
doubtless by the easy terms

6

of payment offered and by sanguine expectations formed as
to the future enhenced value of the property from the
promised utilization of the water power purchased by F. C.
Adems & Co at a seemingly fabulous amount.

As a sample of this depreciation in the value of
the property, the recent sale in September under your own
personal observation may be instanced. At thet sale lot two
of block A was sold at auction after extended advertisement
for $685. and lot five for $405. one tenth in cash: while at
the sale in 1869 these lots were bid in and taken at $1655.
and $2050. respectively. The present situation of this
property, and the consequent confusion and unsettlement of
titles as well as the accumulation of interest year by year
added to the incumbrance of the principal of the

7

notes and bonds, is discouraging to the holders of the several
lots some of whom have made improvements thereon, while it is
at the same time a blight upon the material 1nterests of the
town and the surrounding Country.

An aimless delay in the collection of the moneys
due by foreclosure or otherwise or in doing something towards
the settlement of matters is of no benefit to these purchasers
-but only adds to their difficulties, and serves to still further
embarrass the Government. .

In regard to the two pieces of property which the
United States has reeently acquired, I must say that its con-
tinued possession by the United Stetes throws upon this office
a burden of responsibility for its protection and safety, under
circumstances of & very embarrassing
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and discomforting character arising from the fact that there
is no appropriation out of which any money can be expended
for the payment of a watchman or guardian of the property.

In the meantime there is an amount of personal
property lying around subject to deterioration by the weather

and to spoliation, depredation and theft--by persons unrestrained

by any law adequate to their punishment or by fear of &nyone
armed with adequate authority to wateh over the interests of
the Government.

The schedule accompanying this will give some idea
of the amount of the property thus subject to depredation.

It consists of water sheels, both overshot and
turbine together with their flumes, shafts and machinery,
also of immense quantities of iron / ,_/ dressed stone

9

and building material. The water power connected with these
premises has been considered of immense value., It has been-
constructed as regards the dams across the two rivers, the
cenals, gates / ,_/ forebays and machinery in the best and

most durable manner and at & great outlay of money on the part
of the Govermment. It now presents a sublime ruin. Year by
year its immense capabilities are diminishing, and the question
of what shall be done with it, is one not easy of solution.

Yet it is one which must be met and determined at an early

date,

Very Respectfully,

Webster Elmes
Chief Clerk

Hon. George F. Talbot
Solicitor of the Treasury."
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Herpers Ferry Case No. 155 (ms), (“Announcement," X. Rayner,

Solicitor of the Treasury, n.p., pre May 19,1880), 4 pp.

"UNITED STATES SALE OF VALUABLE JATER POYER AND
MACHINERY, ALSQO OF 126 LOTS OF LAND AT
BARPERS FERRY, W.VA.

By virtue of section 3749 Revised Statutes, also

of sections 2 and 3 of the Act of Congress approved
June 14,1878 authorizing the resale of certain lots
of land by the United States at Harpers Ferry,

VWiest Virginia, the undersigned the Solicitor of
the Treasury will offer at public auection

on the premises at Harpers Ferry YWest

Virginie commencing at one O'clock P.M.

on Wednesday the 19th of May 1880, the

following described property belonging to

the United States as laid out and desig

nated on a map of Harpers Ferry made

in the year 1869 by S. Howell Brown, Surveyor

to wit:

Lot _one embracing the water-power entvire of

the Potomac River, the canal & locks, and a

strip of land and bluff bordering on the

Potomac River, lying Detween that river and

the streets and lots as laid down on the

nap aforesaid, beginning at Shenandoah

Street and extending to the vestern line of

the United States property, The walls of two

large buildings, the John Brovn Engine

House and the foundations of several other

buildings are standing & large quantities

L2/

Block 'H.H' on Camp Hill lLots 6,7,8.

Block 'J.J.'on Camp Hill Lots 1,4,5,6,7,8,10,11,14.

Block 'K.K' on Camp Hill Lots 1,2,3,4

‘Block 'L.L.’'on Camp Hill lots 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,
» & Block 'M.M' on Camp Hill Lots 3,7,9.
' Bloeck H on Camp Hill Iot 7

Block I on Camp Hill Lots 4,13.
Block J on Union Square ILots 6,10,11,12,13.



Block L on S. side Ridge Street lots 5&6.
Block N. between Ridge & Putnam Sts. Lots 3%8.
Block O between Ridge & Putnam Sts. Lot 9 1/2.
Block P, between Ridge & Putnam Sts. Lots 6,14,18.

Block Q between Ridge & Putnam Sts., Lots 1,2,3,4,5,8,15,17,18,20.

Block R, N, of Ridge Street lots 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8.
Block S. N. ol Ridge Street Lots 2,3,4,5,6.

Block T. N, of Ridge Street Lot 4.

Block U. N. of Ridge Street Lots 1,4.

Block V. between Putnam & Van Wert Sts. Lots 1,2,3,4,5.
Block 2 between Van yert & #. Cliff Sts. Lots 3&6.

Terms of sale on purchases under fifty dollars cash,
on purchases exceeding that sum one-third the purchase
money in cash, balance in one and two years -rith six
per cent interest a lien being reserved on the property to
secure payment of same, or all cash at the option of the
purchaser, to be complied ith within ten days. A deposit
of $200 on account of lots

L3/
of dressed building {lagging & other stone are upon the
ground. The machinery consists of three Turbine vheels
and four cast iron wheels of large dimensions rith

0,

gearing flumes & etec,

Lot two embracing the water-power of the Shenandoah River
as held by the United States, and the site of the old rifle
factory with all the appurtenances.

Lot 4. The perpetual right to cut and remove wood from a

tract of 1395 5/8 acres of mountain land lying on the south

3ide of the Shenandoah River adjoining the Ferry tract.

Block '"F' on Shenandoah Lot 1 =ith brieck house. Lot 2.

Block 'G' en Shenandoah Lotz 2,3, and 4.

Iot 1 with stone building & Lots 2,3,4,5,7,8, N. of
Shenandoah Street exteading to S. Cliff Sireet.

Block 'H' on Shenandoah Street Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6.

Block 'I' on same Lots 1,2,3,4,95,

Jager six acre Reservation-Lots 27 with stome house,

Block 'A.A' on Washington & Potomack Streets #0ts 4,5,6.
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Block 'B.B' on ¥ashington & Ridge Streets Lots 2,3.
Block 'C.C' on Washington & Clay Streets Lots 1,3.
Block 'D.D!' between Fillmore & Clay Streets Iots 2,3,4,6,
Block 'E.E' between 5. Clifi & Clay Streets Lots 1.2.
Block 'F.F' on Camp Hill ILots 2,3,4,5,6,7,

Block 'G.G' on Camp Hill Iots 3 and 6.

xvi
one or two will be required at time of sale. A conveyance
will be made on behalf of the United States to the purchaser
of all its right, and title to the property which is
believed to be perfect in every case. A map shoving the

metes and bounds of the several lots +ill be exhvibited
at the time of the sale.

The Government reserves the right to withdraw any of
the lots to prevent unusual sacrifice 1 the bids are
unsatisfactory.

/illegivle initials_/
/signed/ K. Rayner
Solicitor of the Treasury

Approved

/signed_/ Jonhn Sherman
Secretary of the Treasury."
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AT HARPER'S FIRIY, . VA.,
To Be
S0LD BY THE SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY

On the 25th day of ‘lay, A. D. 1880,
AT HARPER'S TERRY.

The fcllowing is a schedulc of United States property
at Harper's Ferry, as divided into lots by S. lovell Brovm,
surveyor, as per map of 18669, made under the supervicion of
Captain Daniel J. Young, U.S. Arny, acting under instructions
from the Ordnance Depariment at ‘"ashington, issued ruecstant
to an act of Congress anproved December 15, 1868, entitled
'An Act providing for the sale of the lands, temenments, and
ater privileges belonging to the United States at and near
Harper's Ferry, in the county of Jefferscn, Jest Virginia,!
now vo be sold ou the 25th day of May, 1880, at Harper's
Ferry by the undersigned, the Solicitor of the Treasury,
in pursuance of the 2d and 34 sectlons of the act of Congress
of June 14, 1878, and of other provisions of law:.

No. of
Lot.

1. The water-povwer entire of the Potomac River, as held
by the United States, embracing the site of the old
ermory buildings or musket factory, and all that strip of
land and bluff btordering on the Potomac River and lying
betreen sald river and the streets and lots as laid down
on map of 1862,

The present and half-completed dam of the United
States acrosz the Potomac River backs the water far above
‘the present limit of the United States land in that
direction. But the leep Tryste Furnace Tract, binding
on the south side of the seid river above the falls
thereof, was formerly omed by the United States, and
thus the ‘title to the falls was acquired while said
lands were in the occupancy of the United States. The
2imit, therefore, of the United States claim to these
wvater privileges is governed Dy this prescriptive right.

2.0 The water-power entire of the Shenandoah River, as
1eld by the United States, embracing the site of the rifle
lactory, with all the appurtenances thereto belonging,



No. of

Lot
4, The perpetual right to cut and remove vood from a tract

of 1,395 5/8 acres of mountain land, lying on the south side
of the Shenandoeh River, adjoining the ferry tract.

BLOCK F, ON SHENANDOAH STREET.
1. Sixty-six feet front on Shenandoah street and 166 feet
on VWood street, running back to Hamilton street, vith front
of 35 feet on the same line with No. 2, parallel to Wood street.

2. Two hundred and thiriy-one feet front on Shenandoah
street, running back vith lot Mo. 1, 145 feet to the Shenandoah
Canal and thence with it to Shenandoah street. Brick stable.

BLOCK G, ON SHENANDOAH STREET.

2. Sixty-six feet front on Hamilton street, back with No. 1,
190 feet, and with No. 3, 185 feet, to the Shenandoah River;
sides of lot parallel to Tell street. Vacant,

3. Sixty-six feet front on Hamilton street, back w7ith No. 21,
185 feet, and with No. 4, 155 feet, 1o the Shenandoah River;
sides of lot parallel. Vacant.

4. One hundred and twenty-five feet front on Hamilton street,
back with No. 3, 155 feet to the Shenandoah Canal, and thence
with it to Hamilton street. Vacant.

LOTS NORTH OF SHENANDOAH STREET AND BETWEEN THE
SAME AND SOUTH CLIFF SIREET.

1. Adjoining Catholic school lot, 106 feet front on
Shenandoah street; 110 feet deep and 48 feet on back line.
lLarge stone warehouse.

2. Two hundred and thirty-seven feet front on Shenandoah
street, 213 feet front on South Cliff street, and extending
from York street on the west to 'Jefferson's Rock Lot' on
the east. Stone house. '

3. - Six hundred and fifty-eight feet front on Shenandosh
street, 653 feet front on South Cliff street, and extending
from York street on.the east to Lancaster street on the
west., Vacant.



. Three hundred and sixty-one feet front on Shenandoah

street, 360 feet front on South Cliff street, and extending
from Lancaster street on the east to Columbia street on the
-west. Vacant.

. Two hundred and forty-four feel front on Shenandoah
street, 241 1/2 feet front on South Cliff street, and
extending from Columbia street on the east to Gilmore
street on the west. Vacant,

. Two hundred and twelve feet on Shenandoah

street, 195 feet front on South Cliff street, and extending
from McDowell street on the east to the angle in South
Cliff street on the west, and thence with east line of

said angle prolonged to Shenandoah street. Vacant.

3

No. of
Lot.

. Two hundred and thirty-six leet front on Shensndoah streedl,
215 feet front on South Cliff street, and extending from Hall
street on the west to the angle in South Cliff street on the east,
on the line of lot No. 7, and thence with it to Shenandoah
street. Vacant.

BLOCK H, ON SHENANDOAH STREET.

. One hundred and ninety-two feet front on South Cliff street
and 66 feet front on Hall street; sides and ends parallel. Vacant.

. Sixty-six feet front on Hall street, and running back, with
both Nos. 1 and 7, 192 feet to lot No. 4. Vacant.

One hundred and ninety-two feet front on South Cliff street
and 66 3/4 feet front on Taylor street; sides parallel, and
running back to No. 1. Vacant. f .

Sixty-six and three-fourths feet front on Taylor sireet,
and running back, sides parallel, to lot No. 2; back line
66 feet. Vacant. E

Sixty -six and three-fourths reet front on Taylor street,
and running back, sides parallel, to line of No. 7; ‘back line
66 feet Vecant. :
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6. Sixty-six and three-fourths feet {ront on Taylor street,
and running back, sides parallel, 1o line of No. 7; back line
66 Teet. Vacant.

BLOCK 1, ON SHENANDOAH STREET

Three hundred and thirty-three feet front on South Cliff

|

Vacant.

2. Sixty-six feet front on Boundary street and 66 feet front
cn Taylor street, with 333 feet in depth. Vacant.

AN}

Sixty-six feet front on Boundary street and 66 feet front
on Taylor street, with 333 feet in depih. Vacant.

4. Sixty-six feet front on Boundary street and 66 feet front
on Taylor street, with 3332 feet in depth. Vacant,

5. Three hundred and {orty feeit froni on Shenandoah streetl,
and running back, with Taylor street on the east and Boundary
street on the west, to lot No. 4. Vacant,

LOTS IN THE WAGER "SIX-ACHRE RESERVATION."

2'7. Thirty-two and one-third feet front on Washington strect,
and extending back to Potomac street, with a breadth of 31 1/3
feet. Stone house,

BLOCK AA, BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND POT(MAC STREETS.

b Sixty-one feet front on Washington street, and extending
back to Potomae Street, with front of 60 feet. Vacant.

5. Sixty-one feet front on Washington street, and extending
back to Potomac street, with front of 60 Teet. Vacant.

6, Sixty-one feet front on Washington sireet, and extending
back to Potomac streel, with front of 60 feet. Vacant.
4
No.of
Lot.

BLOCK B B, ON WASHINGTON AND BRIDGE STREETS.

2. Sixty-feet front on Washington street,dand'éxtending
back to Ridge street, with a front of 60 feet Vacant,

street, 66 feet on Boundary street, and 66 feet on Taylor street.
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. Sixty-feet front on Washington street, and extending
back to Ridge street, with a Tront of 60 feet. Vacant.

BLOCK CC, ON WASHINGION AND CLAY STREETS.

Three hundred and fifty-eight feet front on Washington

street, 367 feet on Clay street, and 74 feet with lot No. 2.

W

.2l V

Vacant.

One hundred and ninety—four.and one-half feet front on
Washington street, 194 1/2 feet on Clay streel, and 153 feet on
York street. Vacant.

BLOCK D D, BETWEEN FILIMORE AND CLAY STREETS.

Eighty-three feet on Fillmore street, and extending back
to Clay street, with front thereon of 84 1/2 feet. Vacant.

Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and extending vack
to Clay street, with front thereon of 61 feet. Vacant,

Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and extending back
to Clay street, with front thereon of 61 feet. Vucant.

Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and extending back to

Clay street, with front thereon of 61 feet; also Iront on Young
street of feet. Vacant,

BLOCK EE, BETWEEN SOUTH CLIFF AND CLAY STREETS.

One hundred and sixty-eight feet fronit on South Cliff
street, between graveyard and Episcopal church lot, extending
back between these lots to Cley street, with front thereon of

179 feet. Vacant.

. One hundred and seventy-eight leet front on Clay street,
running back with lots Nos. 1 and 3, 98 feet to the graveyard,
with it, 179 feet. Vacant, -

BLOCK F ¥, ON CAMP HILL.

Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and running back
at right angles 137 feet. Vacant.
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3. Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and running back at
right angles 137 feet. Vacant.

4. Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and running back at
right angles along Gilmore street 137 feet. Vacant,

5. Sixty feet front on South Cliff strect, and running back
with Gilmore sireet 137 feel, at right angles. Vacant.

6. Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and running back
at right angles 137 feet., Vacant.

7. Sixty feet front on South Cliff Streetl, and running back
at right angles 127 feet. Vacant.

>

No,of

Lot. BLOCK GG, ON CAMP RILL,

2. Fifty-six feet front on Fillmore streel, and running Dback

at right angles 137 feet. Vacant.

6. Fifty~six feet front on South Cliff street, and running
back at right angles 137 feet. Vacant,

BLOCK H H, ON CAMP HILL.

6. Sixty-one feet front on South Ciiff street, and running
back at right angles 137 feet. Vacant.

7. Sixty-one feet front on South Cliff sitreet, and running
back at right angles 137 feet. Vacant,

7. Sixty-two feet front on South Cliff street, and running
back with McDowell street 137 feet. Vacant.

BLOCK JJ, ON CAMP HILL.

1. Sixty feet front on Washington street, 163 feet on Storer
College lot, and 167 feet on lot No. 2. Vacant.

4 Sixty feet on Washington street, 176 feet on lot No. 3,
and 151 feet on lot No. 5. Vacant.

193.



194.

S, Sixty feet on Washington street, 181 feet on lot No. 4,
and 185 feet on lot No, 6, Vacant.

6. Sixty feet front con Vachington street, 185 feet on lot
No. 5, and 189 feet on lot No, 7. Vacant.

7. Fifty-two and one-half feet front on Washington street,
193 feet on Taylor sireet, and 189 feet on lot No. 6. Vacant.

8. Fifty-twvo and one-half feet front on Fillmore street,!
and 163 reet on Taylor street and lot No. 9. Vacant.

10. Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and 163 feet on lots
Nos. 9 and 11. Vacant. '

11, Sixty feet Ifront on Fillmore street, anc 163 feet on lots
Nos. 10 and 12. Vacant.

14, Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and 163 feet on lot
Nos. 13 and Storer College lot (No.25). Vacant.

BLOCK KX, ON CAMP HILL.

1. Sixty feet front on Washington street, 195 feet on Taylor
street, and 199 feet on lot No. 2. Vacant.

2. Sixty feet front on Viashington street, 199 feet on lot
No. 1, and 203 feet on lot No. 3. Vacant.

3. Sixty feet front on Washington street, 203 feet on lot
No. 2, and 206 feet on lot No. 4. Vacant.

4 Sixty-two feet front on Washington street, 206 feet on
1ot No. 3, and 220 feet on lot No. 5. Vacant,

| 6 g
No. of , E }

Lot.
BLOCK LL, ON CAMP HILL

2. Sixty feet frontfan Fillmore street, and 207 1/2 Teet on lots
“Nos. 1 and 3. Vacant.

3. Sixty feet front on Fillmeore street, and 207 1/2 feet on
lots Nos. 2 and 4. Vacant, . L '



2.

c.

7.

Sixty Teet front on Fillmore street, ana 207 1/2 feet
on lots Nos. 4 and 6. Vacant,

Eighty-nine feet froat on Fillmore street, 202 feet on

Boundary street, 64 feet on lot No. 7, and 207 1/2 feet on lct

Wo. 5. Vacant,

Two hundred and nine feet front on Boundary stireet, 39 feet
frent on South Cliff street, 64 feet on lot €, and 207 1/2 feet

on lot No. 8. Vacant.

(9]
e

10.

Sixty feet front on South Cliff strecet, and 207 1/2 feet

on lots Nos, 7 and 9, Vacant,

Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and 207 1/2 feet

on lots Nos. 8 and 10. Vacant.

lcots Nos., 9 and 11. Vacant.

1.

on lots Nos, 10 and 12, Vacant,

12.

on Taylor street and lot No., 11, Vacant.

3.

BLOCK 171, ON CAWMP HILL

Sixty feet front on Filimore street, and 207 1/2 feet on

lots Nos. 2 and 4. Vacant.

7.

Fifty-two and one-half feet front on Fillmore street,

207 1/2 feet on Taylor street, and 207 1/2 feet on lot No. 6.
Vacant.

9.

Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and 207 1/2

feet on lots Nos, 8 and 10. Vacant,

7.

BLOCKX H, ON CAMP HILL

Thirty-nine feet front on Ridge street, 122 feet on lots
Nos. 6 and 8, and 47 feet on Methodist Episcopal parsocnage lot.

Sold in 1852, but not paid for. Vecant,

Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and 207 1/2 feet on
Sixty feet front on South Clilf street, and 207 1/2 feet

Sixty fecet front on South Cliff street, and 207 1/2 feet
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BLOCK 1, ON CAMP HILL

& Sixty feet froat on Washingtlton street, and running back
132 feet. Vacant,

13. Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132
feet, Vacant.

7.
Nc.of
Ict.
BLOCK J, AT UNION SQUARE.
6. Seventy-nine feet front on Washington street, 8¢ feet

on Union Square, 101 feet on lot No. 5, and back line 93 feet.
Vacant.

10.)
11.) Each 60 feet {ront on Ridge street, and running back
12,) 132 feet. Vacant.
13.)
BLOCK 1, ON SOUTH SIDE OF RIDGE STREET.
L) Each 60 feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132

5
6.) feet. Vacant.

BLOCK N, BEIWEEN RIDGE AND PUTNAM STREETS.

3. Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132
feet. Vacant.
8. Sixty feet froni on Putnam street, and runaing back 132
feen. Vacant.
BLOCK 0, BETWEEN RIDGE AND PUTNAM STREETS.
9 1/2. Forty-five feet front on Putnam street, and running back
132 feet.
BLOGK P, BETJEEN RIPGE AND PUTNAM STREETS.
6 Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and rwning back 132

feet. Vacant.
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14.). Fach 60 feet front on Putnam street, and runaing back

132 feet.
18, )Vacant.

BLOCK Q, BETWEEN RIDGE AND PUTNAM STREETS.

8.)
1.) _
2.) Each 60 feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132 feet.
3.) Vacant.
ol
15) Each 60 feet front on Putnam strecet: Lot 15 running back 132
17.) feet; lots 17 and 18 a slightly greater distance, owing to curve
1&) in street, Vacant,
20 Small corner lot, 60 feet in width on lot No. 1, but cut obliquely
by Teylor stireet, on vhich it has a greater front. Vacant,
BLOCK R, NORTH OF RIDGE STREET.
1.)
2.)
3.) Fach 60 feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132 feet.
4.) Vacant,
5.)
6.)
7.)
8
No.of
Lot. .
B, Seventy-eight feet from on Ridge street, and running back,

vith Taylor street and lot No. 7, 132 feet. Vacant.
BLOCK S, NORTH OF RIDGE STREET.

2.) Each 45 feet front on Ridge street and running back 132
3.) feet, Vacant. :
4

Forty-two feet front on Rldge street, and rumning back 132
feet. Vacant.

Each has 43 feet front on Ridge street and 132 feet on Jackson
street. Vacant.

S ON N
St S
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BLOCK T, NORTH OF RIDGE STREET.

4o Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and running beck 132 feet,
Vacant.

BLOCK U, NORTH OF RIDGE STREZEET.

1, Forty-one feet front on Ridge street and 132 fect on Columbia
street, Vacant.

4. Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132 feet,
Vacant,

BLOCK V, BETWEEN PUTNAM AND VAN WERT STREETS.

1)
2.) Fach 60 feet front on Putnam and Van Jert streets, varying
3.) in depth from point as streets diverge. Vacant.
4. )
5.)
BLOCK TWO (2),BETWEEN VAN WERT AND NORTH CLIFF STREETS.

3. One hundred and twenty-five and a half feet on Van Yert

street; 14& feet on North Cliff street; 330 and 380 feet deep;

contains 1 acre, 4 perches. Vacant,
6. One hundred and sixty-five feet on Van Wert street; 170

feet on North ClLiff street; 594 and 627 feet deep; contains 2
acres, 1 rood, 10 perches, Vacant,

K, RAYNER, '
Solicitor of the Treasury.!
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"Harpers Ferry, W. Va. Dec. 28/80
Hon. Sir:

In reply to yours of the 27th the Front Room south
‘side 17 1/2 x 15.3 used as_Post Qffice by Alexander Fossett.
Pays Quart /er_/ly. Comm/encing/ Feb. lst has paid up to
October 31st 80.

Room back of Post Office south side 17.4 x 15.3 used by Mrs.
Trail, Passage 7 feet 2 in Wide stairs running up to second
floor. Two Rooms. North side 18 x 15 front room 17 x 15

Back room, folding doors used by Board of Education for school.
Pay no rent. President of the Board T. A. Kirwan. These 4

Rooms are on first floor main Building sealing /sic./ 11 feet 9 in
high. This is inside measure.

Wing or back Building Kitchen 20.3 x 17.6 sealing /sic./ 10 feet.
Small room or Paniry 9 x 5. Basement Kitchen 20.3 x 17.3 is
damp used for coal. Second floor of Wing 2 rooms, 15 X 9.4
and 14.10 x 10. Second floor south side 2 rooms 17.4 x 15.8
and 17.6 x 15.8. Hall room 13 x 7.3. Used by irs. Traeil.
Pays by the Quarter. Paid up to October 31/80. :

L2/
Front Room se/cond/ floor 18 x 15 used for Council room & Mayors
office by the Corporation. North side Back room se/cond/ floor --
17 x 15. Used by Rev. Campbell. Pays when convenient but rented
by the month. Owes two months, $2.00. The Building is in fair
condition with the Exception of the frount /[sic./ gpouting which
was broken down this last snow & the back poarch [sii7/ of the
Wing wants a new floor. Hoping the diseription /sic./may be
satisfactory the Building is cared for by the Mayor & Council
J. H. Hartgrove told me this morning he would take his horse
out of the Watch House today. G. C. Johns says that he received
a letter from you stating that he must pay some compensation
& wanted me to set the price. I refused told him I had no
authority to do so. Mr. Z. D. Butt will be down tomorrow &
will see you about it 'so says Johms.

Yours etc.

ZEEgneg7 John Koonce
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"46th Congress, )  HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ( Report
ist Session. ) ( No. 1525.

SALE OF UNITED STATES LANDS AT HARPERS FERRY
WEST VIRGINIA

May 7, 1884.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered
to be printed.

Mr. Dibble, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds,
submitted the following

_ REPQRT: _
/To accompany bill H. R. 1628./

The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to whom was re-

ferred the bill (H. R. 1628) authorizing and directing the sale of

the real estate and riparian rights now owned by the United States

at Harper's Ferry, in the State of West Virginia, having had the

same under consideration, report it to the House with the recommendation

that it pass. The bulldings formerly used as workshops, armory, and

arsenal at Harper's Ferry having been destroyed during the war; the

Government abandoned the property for public uses, and Congress having

obtained the opinion of the Attorney-General that the United States

had a fee simple title to the same, passed an act December 15, 1868,

directing the Secretary of War to make sale at Public auction of

the lands, tenements, and water privileges belonging to the United

States at or near Harper's Ferry. In pursuance of this authority

the Secretary of War sold said property on November 30 and

Decemper 1 and 2, 1869, consisting, 1, of the water power and grounds

on which the arsenal, armories, and factories formerly stood; 2,

an ore Dbank; 3, a ferry privilege; 4, a large number of lots. The

total amount bid for said property was $297,803.50, of which the

water power and the property commected therewith: brought $206,000.

The sale was upon credit, and it eventually appcared that the

chief item, the water-pover, was bid in by a company of irresponsible

speculators, who took no steps toward u81ng or improving the property,

and defaylted’in the payment of their vonds. . After several years'

delay, during which a disastrous flood redude its value, and that

value otherwise steadily depreciated, the Qovernment was unable to

collect anything on the bonds and was compelled to enforce its

vendor's lien, and bought back said property at a mere fraction of

the original price, Moreover, the 240 lots sold to private individuals
. for the aggregate of $73,303.50 had been bought on the faith of the
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improvement of the water-power and consequent restoration of some
measure of prosperity to the tovm. This having failed, the
purchasers, who were generally the poor people of the vicinage,
were except in a few cases, unable to comply with the terms

of purchase, and Congress finally came to their relief by act
passed June 14, 1878, authorizing the Solicitor of the Treasury
tc cancel their contracts and release the purchasers. Thus, after
ten years the Government became again seized of almost all the
property it had sold, greatly diminished in value. The same act
authorized

2. SALE OF UNITED STATES LANDS AT HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA.

the Solicitor to resell the whole or any part of sald property

or to lease the same for a term of years. Any effort to sell
under this authority is greatly hampered by the fact that

the value of the property has become so shrunken and speculative
that as long as the sale remains in the discretion of any officer,
it imposes an embarrassing responsibility upon him to judge
whether the price is really an advantageous one. The object of
the present bill is to effect an early sale of the property and
relieve from any such embarrassment, by making the order for sale
peremptory in case & minimum limit is reached, and at the same
time providing that it shall only be made at public auction, after,
full and fair advertising, and at open competition. This is at
once for the interest of the United States and of the locality
itself, where recuperation and prosperity are totally repressed by
the continued disuse and desolation of this property.

The Government is incurring expense by holding on to property
wvhich it declines to use for any purpose, while its value is
steadily diminishing upon its hands. It is also a matter of sheer
justice to the State of West Virginia and to the particular
locality that this large area of property in the very heart of
the village of Harper's Ferry, abandoned and in ruins, exempt from
the taxation, and by its very abandonment repressing all prosperity
and almost destroying the value of contiguous private property,
should be as soon es possible trensferred to ownership which will
improve it, develop its capabilities, and subjeet it Yo its
equiteble share of local burdens.

~ Moreover, . your committpe deem it equally impolitic and unjust
for the Gevernment, after ceasing to use prqperty for the public
purposes for which it was acquired, to becdme -a lessor thereof
to private individuals, for the erection of ‘works which would be
tax free. The legisleture of West Virginia hes pas ed a joint
resolution asking for the sale of. this property.
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Your committee therefore, looking to the interest of the
Government, and to the rights of the State wherein the property
1s located, recommend the passage of this bill, with the following
amendments:

In Section 1, line 7, of printed bill, after the word
"reservation” insert the words "except as hereinafter provided,®

Add to section 1 the following proviso: "Provided, that the
propertyshall not be sold for a less sum than twenty thousand
dollars."

Add to section 2, the words: "but so that at least one-third
of the purchase money shall Dbe paid in cash, and the credit portion
shall bear interest at the rate of six per cent. per annum."

Insert in the ©ill as section 3 the following:

USEC. 3. That upon the compliance of any purchaser or purchasers
of the whole, or of any parcel purchased as aforesaid, with the
terms of sale, such purchaser or purchasers shall be let into.
possession of the premises so purchased; and upon full payment of
the purchase money, and interest (if any be due), the Solicitor
of the Treasury, for and in behalf of the United States, shall
make, seal, and deliver to the purchaser or purchasers good and
sufficient deed or deeds, conveying all the right, title, interest,
and estate of the United States in the saild property, or
parcel thereof, as the case may be, in fee-simple,”

Insert section 3 of the original bill as section 4. "
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Bolivar, West Virgiania, Coll. Miss Cassandra Dittmeyer. Unsigned,
undated manuscript. This copy transcribed here was made from a
typescript prepared for John T. Willett and has not been collated
with the original.

Herper's Ferry

"Nowhere can be seen more painful evidences of the effect
of our years rebellion than at this far famed place. Nothing
is left there that the fury of war could destroy. The 7ork of
God, a part of his six day's labor, - the bold, whild, grand
scenery; the roar of the Cohongaroota (not the Potomac)} The
Bolivar, Maryland, and Shenancoah Heights; the brealk through
the mountains at the time of the Deluge; the 'rising sun' scene
throwing a golden hue on Jefferson's Rock, and the surrounding
mountains, still remain as they came from the Divine Hand, to
feast the eye of the traveler, the antiquarian, the artist and
scholar,

The sieges, the cavalry and infantry combats, the
cannonading, the bomb, the sword and torch have left it a mass
of ruins,; and were i1t not Tor the arrival and departure of the
cars, everything would be as silent as one of the lost cities
of antiquity.

The armory's bells no longer call the stalwert artizans
to their daily toil; the hammering, the boring, grinding, welding
and polishing are no more seen; the invention of James Greer
for cutting screws; the greater invention by Thomas Blanchard,
another of the workmen, for stocking guns and twrning irregular
shapes are motionless and quiet; the great driving machinery
lies povierless; and the armorers are not longer to be seen
'with clink of hammers closing rivets up.'

A1l this is at an end, and as far as the government is
concerned, perhaps forever; as it is said Congress do not intend
to rebudild or establish it again as a place for the manufacture
of arms. Thls determination must {orce the people of Harper's
Ferry and those in the neighborhood to lock in the future to
private enterprise; and there is no location in this -hole
- region of country where manufactories of every description :

~ could be carried on more successfully., dt is not worth while:
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at this early date to dilate on the many advanteges of
United States property at the Ferry as the seat of a great
manufacturing point. Time and the final action of Congress
will decide that, and other questicns that may arise,

This question is often aslked 'when will Congress offer
“he Harpner's Ferry property for sale.,' This the vriter can
answer satisfactorily by stating that the United States can
sell as coon as the Government acquires such « title from
Robert Harper's heirs as rill enable it to give fee-simple
titles to those who may purchase the same., The Veger family,
heirs to Robert Harper sold in the year 1796 to George Washington,
then President of the United Stetes, and to his successzors in
office forever, the Harper's Ferry tract of land for the use
of the said United States, and for no other use or behoof
hatsoever., '

Such was the understanding, and as the property would
have commanded at that time thrice the sum paid by the
Government, the heirs organd all refused sigrning the deed as
nrepared by the counsel of Tobiaf. Lear, Secretary and Agent
of George Washington, until they got the opinion cof Arthur
Shaff of Frederick Town in Maryland that thati deed secured
to them the property in case it was ever abandoned by the
general Government, and under no circumstances could it be
diverted to private uses without their consent. If the
government could sell that property now, it could have sold
at any time after making the purchase, and neither would the
administration of Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, or ldadison
entertained for a mowent propositions for stores, hotels, shops,
ets., always declining on the ground that the government had no
rights there beyond the manufacturing of arms, or for national
purposes. '

Suppose the Government had, in violation of the contract,
offered for sale, a month after the purchase a ferry privilege?
'~ that privilege alone would readily have cpmmanded twenty
thousands of dcllars, as the receipts from-the Ferry were very
large, Harper's Ferry then being the great highway to the
valley of Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, North and South
Carolina, and Georgia. There can be no question of doubt that
this property was transferred to'the Government at less thgp one
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third its value (some seven thousand dollars) to keep it out
of private hands to add to the revenues 'of the ferry, and
with an eye 1o the prospective increase in value of the part
Imovm as the 'Wager reservation'. This view of the case was
knovm and so understood by all the intelligent people tnen
living in the surrounding counties.

Wlith these Tew prefatory remarks the .witer wishes to
give something of the early history of Harper's Ferry; and a
sketch of the life and times of the first regular settler,
Robert Harper, who cobtained his patent, and title to the land
from Thomas, Lord Fairfax, the Baron of Cameron, of Scotland,
in the kingdom of Great Britian. The most authentic history
vie have of it commences about the year 1719. It was then knowm
25 the 'Hole' and every thing relating to 1t before that date
is merely 'hearsay' - hence of doubtful authority.

The first person who took up his abode at the 'Hole'
was Peter Stephens, a sauatter, one of a party formed by
Joist Hite, a German, who had settled some years beflore
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. He was a practical
farmer in all its branches and a superior judge of land. This
Hite had gone into the Velley that year, 1732, with his family
and others of his party, numbering some fifty persons for the
purpose of 'entering or taking up' meny tracts of those very
rich lands, the report of which was spreading wide in the
colonies as well as in the Mother country. He took possession
of immense bodies of the very choicest lands vhich he claimed
under the Indian fasion of title, being a 'tomahawk blaze!
on the trees around each tract. The grant from King Charles
the Second to the Lord Proprietor only allowed a certain
nunber of acres to each man with a family, under the clause
'of occupation, cultivation and possession:' but Hite entered
a maximun tract in the name of every man, woman and child in
his party. This created great dissatisfaction and bickering
during the next year or two, between those du: desired to
settle under reguler permits from Bryan Fairfax and Burden, the
agents of Lord Fairfax, and the Hite party. The result of this
controversy was settled by many law suits against Hite, and he
lost about ore third of his entries, the present Harpers Ferry
tract being one of them. Howéver Stephens continued in
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undisturbed posses:ion of it for thirteen years aftervard.

'Peter in the Hole' as he was called had a history;

and & charming litile colurm it would make, particularly
for youths fond of hunting, trapping and fishing. He was
an adept in all, although he did not pursue them as a pleasure,
but as one of his means for supporting his family, consisting
of himself, wife and threc children. Game as meat and food
. Tor man was plentiful, sucn as the buffalo, elk, bear, deer, -~
sild turkeys and smaller birds of every kind in season; the
Potomac and Shenandoah afforded an abundance of fresh vater
fish, and his iraps yielded largely from the furs of the minks,
weasel, wildcat, musk-rat, etc. His furs and skins he would
exchange for lead, powder, snot, hooks and lines, with pack
horse men and peddlers from 'Baltimore Tovm' as they chanced
to pas by on their way up the Valley which was about one a
month. The principal pack man was named Peter Hoffman. He
and Peter Stephens became extremely intimate and they were
cormonly knovm as the 'two Peters.' The canoe and horse boat
made by Stephens with his oom hands afforded him some ready
money; hiz cabin, garden, and little orchard, three acres of
meadow, with some corn patches, closes his inventory at the
Hole. Neighbors were few and far between ~ the nearest living
three miles distant. He was Esquire Thomas Hamilton, a Scotch
farmer and gentlemen from Ayrshire, and from reading about it
had determined to immigrate and settle in the Valiey of Virginia,
vhich he did in the year 1740. The next lived rour miles up the
Shenandoah. His name was Billy Billy Sheeler, at whose
settlement there was a noted spring, known ever since as
. 'Sheeler's spring.' Further up the Valley where Hite and

obhers settled it was much more thickly populated. Peaceful
and happy, 'far in a wild unknown to public view' Peter and
his little family attended to their daily pursuits without
concerning themselves about the world or how it moved. That
they lived peacefully none can doubt as there was not a human
being near them to quarrel with them and the arrival ol a
traveler at the Hole created quite a commotion among the »
population at large, - consisting of five person all told.

Peter Stephens though not a Gerpan had lived so long with
them in Pennsylvenia and marrying @ German girl that he spoke
their language better than he did'his native tongue. He was
kind hearted, full of jokes and something of a vit; always
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appearance was very prepcssessing, and in short, vas just the
man for the times, -- the people and the place. Ho wonder,
that his name was spreading popuwlarity far and vide; he could
collect more men within a circle of ten miles to aszist at a
'log raising! than any dozen others, and was al.ays ready and
on hand to give the new comers a 1ift.

We must not forget to mention his wife, the motive power
of the Hole, whose house of 'entertaimment' was the perfection
of neatness, and famous {or cornbread and milk ~ bacon and
eggs - buckwheat cakes and maple tree molasses., His neighbor,
Esguire Hamilton, years after, told many of Peter's sayings
that rere witty and laughable.

t is to Mr. Hamilton we are indebted through his son and
the grandchildren for much of vhat is known of Peter. He tells
of himself that when he arrived at the Hole in pursuit of a
Valley home it was a rainy day in April, he and his horse were
very much fatigued, and he asked to be entertlained for the
night. Consent was readily given; he set by the fire all the
evening drying his clothes, and after supper retired tc bed
in the loft. In the morning he went tc the door to take a look
at the clouds, to his discomfort it was still raining, and the
clouds looked dark and glovering. As he was using the basin,
towel and comb, he saw Peter coming from the stable and ir.

Hamilton accosted him thus - 'My friend, does it always rain
this way here?' 'Oh no' says Peter, 'it some times anows and
hails.' After a short pause he asked him again what he did to

himself in such rainy weather. Peter was ready with his answer.
'Well I don't do much, but generally let it rain on.'

Ifr., Hamilton was rather depressed in spirits owing to his
unpropitious entry into the Valley, it being so different from
what he had heard and read of itz climate. His first thought
vas to retury to Philadelphia where he had left his family
vith a view of settling eitner in Pennsylvania or Maryland, but
the weather clearing off beauilifully and a long talk with
Peter induced him to remain and buy 'a good right' of three
hundred acres within three niles of the Hole. In the following
July we find Peter and others.engaged in getting out logs to
build a house for the 'new-comers.,'
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As we shall often have to introduce the name of
Ipr. Hamilton in the course of this narrative it will not be
oul, of place here to state tnat he was the elder brother of
Gavin Hamilton, the intimate friend of Burns so frequently
mentioned in his poems. The following lines taken from
Robe:rt Burns dedication to Gavin Hamilton apply with equal
Tforce to Esquire Hamilton, his brother in the Valley.

(See Fecotnote.) 'As master, landlord, husband, Tather,

'He does not fail his part in either.

'"That he's the poor man's friend in need;
'A gentlemen in word and deed.'!

The land of the neighborhood except a choice iract like
Mr, Hamilion's attracted but little attention. All eyss were
looxing at the level land a fei. miles further vest; and the
idea of establishing a regular Terry at the Hole for anything
nore than foot-men although it .as called the 'high-cut' never
entered into the mind of any one at that time. The principal
ferries for crossing families with Wagons were from five to ten
miles up either of the rivers. For this and other reasons, and
the very mountainous country around it, caused irmigrants to
hesitate in settling about there.

In the year 1747 Peter Stephens was intrcduced to a
traveler on his way up the Valley, a Mr. Harper of Philadelphia.

It is at all times pleasant to dwell on the 1ife and
cheracter as such a man as Rooert Harper, whose energies were
all devoted to the improvements and comfort of his race, He
lived more {or others than for himself, and had his actions
been more exposed teo public view than they were he would have
been considered, as he really -as, one of nature's nonlemen and
an ornanent to manking.----- -

Mrs., H. of Frederick County, Meryland, says thet this Gavin
Hamilton was not a brother, but a nephew tec her Grand{ather.



209.

Let us begin his history.

Robert Harper was born in the city of xford, England,
early in the last century, about the year of 2703, and in his
youth was aphrenticed to an 'architect, house and mill builder!
vhich business he, Iin his manhood pursued. Nothing of his
parents 1s known, though we suppcse they were in easy cir-
cunstances from the fact that, they had to pay thirty guineas'
as a bonus for learning him hic profession.

About the time, say 1735, vhen Philadelphia ;a5 gradually
throving of f the modesty of a swmall seaport toum, and assuming
ingtead the 'proporiions, airs and Zraces' of o comercial
¢ity, he, his brother, Joseph with quite a nuwrher of others
in Oxford having heard cf its rapid growth Toriied a company
for naking it their fuiture home, - they were moctly of the
Church of England, Episcopalians, All the vnile large numbers
from London, Leeds, Bristol, (fordshire, and Derbyshire, were
forming companies to settle in the colonies, llozt of these wvere
like the founder of the colony of Pennsylvania, \/illiam Penn,
follovers of George Fox of Drayton, of the Society of [Friends,
or Brotherly Love, better lknowvn as Quakers., They all cettled
in Philadelphia except the agricultural porticn of the Quakers;
they dispersed, some going to Chester, others to Lancaster,
Bucks and York counties in Pennsylvania, whilst not a fer, and
those the wealthlest, went direct to the Valley of Virginia,
vhere they made a settlement near the Opequon, one of the
branches of the Potomac river, ever since known as the 'Apple
Pie Ridge'. It is proper to state there that there iere about
forty families of these most respectable people /ho settle
sone few years after in Loudon County, Virginia. It was then
called and always knowm as the 'Quaker settlement'; the leading
men among them at the time were the Janney's, the Yilliams's,
the Hough's, the Steer's, cue., ete. This community were from
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire and were called, as time rolled on,
grazicers, their crops being generally grass, corn and oats,
and other grain sufficient for their home consumption. The
Settlers on the Apple Pie Ridge were lmown as farmers; for the
reason that their staples were fruit, whest, rye, and other
cereals that paid a profit in Baltimore or Belhaven, now Alexandria.
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Mr, Harper settled permanently, as he thought at the
tdlime in Philadelphia, and coon discovered that his business
and pursuits were greatly needed in tnat growiag young city.
In the first yecr his expectations vere more than realized. He
gave rmuch satisfaction in alterations and improvements, made
under his directions, in dwelling houses that vere badaly planned;
and the building of 'Burby's “Mi1l' estabdlished a reputation as
a man skilled In his profession. He pursued his business
energetically and prosperouvsly for the space of ten years; after
vhich, a reverse of fortune cvertool: him, and as he often told
his friends, tnat 'everything -rent .rong at that time.' The
fact was that he had overrcacned himself in atbtempting too

. much, a bad title of his most important land purchase, and his

efforts to build on his owvn account & church in Frankiord, then
coout eix miles from the c¢ity, greatly embarras.ed him, He
nared it after his native city in England, the 'Cxford Church.'

In the course of the year 1740 he settled vp all his
business except that of' the church, and determined to leave
Philadelphia forever. A truthful account of hiz eleven years
residence in that city vould spin out his narrative to too great
a length; but it would be vell vorth the while from his "mowledge
of the people at that early date, and the number of interesting
incidents he related to the end of his life.

From the wreck of his fortune after a settlement =vith his
creditors he had left about four hundred guineas, and bowed dovn
vwith trouble, was looking after a new home. His first idea
vas to return to England but to this his wife objected, she
being a Miss Rachel Griffith, and a native born Philadelphian.
He then wavered between Charleston, South Carolina, and Albeny,
New York, and finally determined to take up his residence in
Charleston, and with that intention was making his arrangements
to leave by the firsi seagoing vessel, This determination
greatly distresced his brother Joseph, who had but a few months
before married Elizabeth Russell, Joseph had been of great

"use in all business. affairs to his brdthér Robert, in short,-

had been his agent, in all building comtracts. The highest art

in mechanics inown at that time was 'ornamental wood carving!
and this trade Joseph studied under a Tuscan who had settled in
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Oxford, His parents as in the case of his brother, had to pay
quite a large sum for learning him this art.

About the time he was preparing to leave {or Charleston
there was being held in Philadelphia a general meeting of the
leading Quakers in the Colonies and he never thought for a
roment that that convocation could by a possibility interest
him in any manner. But strange to say it changed his purposes
end views, even to fixing his destiny, as three of the nost
prominent in the Soclety, friends Walker, Fawcett, and Steer,
called upon him (whom they founa busily engaged packing up his
household goods preparatory to sailing) with the view of offering
inducements for him to settle in the Valley. ‘Glalker and Paucetu
vere delegates from Apple Pie Ridge and steer from the Quaker
Settlement in ILoudon County. Friend Walker who remembered as
having been a passenger in the same ship - the 'lMorning Star!
from London in the year 1735.

We will now let Mr. Harper speak for himself, or 'I will
tell you his story as it was told to me,' with as much accuracy
as possible, learning it from history, anecdotes, and family
tradition hended down for more than a hundred yvears.

Mr. Harper's Story.

It was a beautiful Octoher afternoon in the year 1746
while packing up for my departure that a knock at the door
announced three gentlemen. I immediately went to the front
room, and one of them called me by name, saying, 'Friend Robert
allow me to make thee acqualinted with my friends Fawcett and
Steer. We have heard since coming here of they intention to
remcve to Charleston in South Carolina; and if thy will can be
changed at this late hour, as ve see thee preparing to leave,
we beg thee to think of the proposition we were directed to
nake to thee before leaving home. We know that thou art well
skilled in building mills and of which we are greatly in need
in the Vallye of Virginia. We went yesterday to see Friend
Burby's Mill, found it to run very smoothly; the wheel though
an under-shot hag great velocity and power of force; the like we
wish built in our settlement, and here i# Friend Steer charged
to employ thee for just such another for his people in Loudon,



rifty miles distence from us., Thee has no doubt heard of our
part of the country. It is rich in so0il for grain groving,
with a very fine climate, and must certainly open a great field
for one having thy trade; and if thee will abandon Charleston
and go with us we think thee 1will noi regret it. We willl give
a fair price and pay thee in English money'.

I listened to thelr arguments and asked all questions
required for a mutual understanding. After two hours spent
interchanging views I consented to take my family to the Valley
in the spring, at which time, they proposed my coring.

I invited them to spend the evening being anxious to talk
over Oxfordshire affairs and the 'Morning Star's'! voyage with
Friend Walker to which they declined as they had to attend a
night meeting on very important business, however, we arranged
to visit Burby's Mill early the next day. If there ever was
happiness it was in my house the next night. e all made quite
a room full and every one delighted at my changed views, for
my orother and my wife's fawmily were almost oroken dovm with
grief’ at the fear of never seeling us again on earth if we went
to Charleston. A residence on the QOpegquon among the @Quakers, as
they thought not going out of the world and that perchance
they might hear from us again at least once in a year “hen the
friends met in Philadelphia and they all had great fajith in a
country inhabited by such guiet, wealthy, and wespecctable
people,

The next morning I arose early, cheerful and happy; the more

I thot over it the better I was pleesed, as it almost made sure
a comfortable living for my family and might nliace me in my
former circumstances. Again, the class of men I had to deal
with gave assurance of substantial reality, - as they used

to say in Oxford 'a Quaker's nod is no common Bond'.

e went on horsebagk to the mill where ve .ere joined by
Friend Burby who appeared much pleased at my determination to
settle among his friemds in Virvinia and from ihom they had
gotten their information about me soon after their arrival in
the city. After examining the mill we closed all further
business, even to the best route for me to talke in my journey
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to the valley. We rode back to Friend Walker's lodging; a
friendly shake of the hand, the kindly 'fare thee well' closed
the interview, and the anexyv day my Quaker friends were on thelr
way home,

Not wishing to unpack my furniture and clothing.l removed
immediately into my brother Joseph's house; being determined
to nave no care on my mind the coming vinter; and awvait
patiently the coming spring. During the winter I had many
calls from mechanics and others desirous of going with or
following after me if my reports of the country were favorable,
The winter passed off quietly; the most of my time being
devoted to testing the difference of force of water between
and over-shot and an under-shot wheel; the improvements I
intended to introduce in the geaving of mills; also the
advantages to be gained by daming near affluents, and other
things to enable me to give entire satisfaction in the erection
of a model mill on the Opequon.

The long wished for March found me prepared for the journey,
on the morning of the +tenth I mounted my horse at the door
surrounded by many friends to bid me adleu, and a safe arrival.
Shaking hands, a full flow of tears - the final good-bye, and
vith a light heart I left Philadelphia. The obstacles to my
pleasure were bad roads, svollen creeks, and the difficulty of
getting good stopping piaces at night. The best I met with’
cost me nothing, being invited by respectable farmers on the
road to spend the night with them as their guest. After six
days travel I arrived at a small settlement, with some dozen
houses called Frederick Town, in Maryland, where I spent the
remainder of the day. About dusk there arrived in this
village a German peddler named Peter Hoffman from Baltimore
Towmn, riding one horse, and leading two others packed with all
sorts of goods, suitable to the wants of the people on his
route to the Valley. His arrival produced a great sensation,
and in a short time children and others called to ask him if he
'was going to unpack in the morning.' His answver was, 'yes
besure, with a grant stock.'’

: After I had retired to bed vho should come stumbling
about the room in the dark but the pack-merchant; and, as he
nad noticed me at the supper table appeared to ne anxious to
find out my business. Nothing daunted, he put such questions
to me in his broken English as would enable him to 4o so. ALl




_14.

of vhich I answered quite to his satisfaction. Vhen I told my
residence was in Philadelphia, and my name Harper, the vhole
mystery with him was cxplained; he asked me without wishing

to be considered inquisitive if I was not the great mill builder
going to 'pilt a mill for the Quakers' as he had [requently
heard so during his monthly trips tc the Apple Pie Ridge; to
which I answered that is my business and expecied to do so.

He then asked me the route I was going to take, and in answer

to this question told him that my direction was to cross the
Potomac a few miles above Antletam Creek. He said 'Ch, no

you must go with me the nigh-cut and I will show you the
grantest place you ever did see at the Forks of do rivers.'!
After describing the residence of Peter in the Hole, and the
stronger agrument that it was eleven miles nearer I consented

to go with him. Both being much fatiguea we -rent to sleep.

By time in the morning he was up ready to supply his customers
vho were fast gathering about the 1little Inn, and after closing
his sales we started on our journey of twenty miles for the

day. On the way I found my new friend to be a Idnd-hearted,
honest, jovial, well-meaning man of good Judgement and excellent
sense. His description of the Valley, its futwre prospecis,
productiveness and climate, all of which I listened to -7dith
great interest, made me cheeriul and well pleased with prospects
ahead: and again, he spoke in the highest terms of the Quakers
on the Opequon as being fine farmers, liberal, .ealthy and
intelligent. He talked much about the Hole and his ideas were
based upon principles, its nearness to the Atlantic cities,

its naturel outlelt from a great growing region  iis waber
pover, with other advantages were given with much force and
reason; and he further told me that, he thought Peter Stephens
would sell 'his right,' s he just had his eldest daughter
married into the Hite family not many miles from the Quakers,
His conversation greatly interested me, so much so that it
appeared to make our ride both short and pleasant, and the

close of the day found us under the ‘pinnacle rock' (see footnote)
on the Maryland side of the Potomeac, waiting patiently for

HRURHHRHRIHHHAHRHRNAAIIR

(Note--The "Pinnacle Rock" is not the highest point on the
surroundings of Harper's Ferry, but it is so-called in the Manor
Survey in Lord Baltimore's grant to Sample.) (The writer.)



Stephens frail boat to ro: us over to the Virginis chore,
then the quiet residence of Feter in the Hole.

After we cros ed the »iver and reached the canin the two
Peters had much conversation., Hoffman asked Stephens if he -mas

expected and the later ansrer 'oh. yes, many will be acre to-morrow, !

Much of their convercation, although spoken in German, I
disecvered “qas about myself and how I would make the Valley
flourizh, I began to think 'that a great mill wuilder 2ll the .
oy Jrom Philadelphia' must De something more than corzmon.

lg soon ag the grey of the morning vas peeping through the
23ttle Fast windew I arose from my bed, dressed in hacte, and in
a few minutes was ascending the nearest mountaln, After gaining
the svmmit I stood almost specechless for avhile, and thea
exclained to myself, '0 Thou Greal Being above, .hoce hands
but Thine could have created so much sublimity and grendcurt!
Everytning the eye could rest upon locked wild, rugged and in a
rude state of nature. Greal .as ny estonichment that so lew
had ever heard of the place; greater still that sucn grand
gceaery; »1th water pover unsurpassed should lay there neglected
and unlmown, OF all the places I had ever seen on earth it was
the test calculated to maxe me a happy home and from thal roment
was not the inducement, bul I caw, locking through the vista of
tine vastly more in it than a generous support of my family
in its great water porer., A tin horn called me to breakfast,
vhich surmons I obeyed and after it was over my friend began
unpacking his goods,; as nis customers, true to the appointed
hour were fast gathering, I conversed with several of them
vishing to know how far they lived, vhen two little girls answered
"veyend the Blud Ridge, six miles.!

I left Mr. Hoffman, his goods and customers for a long stroll
over the mountaines and through the wilderness; as absent much
longer than I intended, and on ny return to the house, found that
he had dined and vas waiting for re o take our departure. I
hesitated and then said, 'Mr. Hoffman, if you will excuse me
end Mr. Stephens vill consent it ill give me pleasure to remain -
here avhile longer.' Mr. H. looked rather pleased than
disappointed and answered 'oh, pesure, Peter -ill like it.

I tink you better puy the Hole and bilt a great nill and it
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711l maXke you so much money &s you please.' Tnis remark
convineed me that they had anticipated my intention although
I had not said anything about buying to either although it
opened ‘tne vay for negotitation.

My friend with his moving merchandise bid us farcwell with
a promise from me that we would meet on the Opequon in a few days.
An hour or two after he left us I proposed to Stephens to buy
out his claim to the land, being one hundred and twenty-Iive
acres, with his ferry privileges. He told me as his wife and
children were anxious to go further up the Valley among their
relatives that he would sell provided he got his price. He
said sixty gulneas. Not wishing to appear too willing to give
it, I offered him fifty: to which he shook his head saying -
'no, If I don't get that I ill be buried here’.

Jyell, says I, Friend Peter I will give you tne sixty
guineas, although it iz a Jarge sum considering you have no
title from his ILordship the Proprietor. Let me state that all
the particulars were told me by Mr. Hoffman during our ride
fron Frederic Tovm; he laughed at the idea of 'Fairfax' as he
called him, having any claim to it whatever. His hatred for the
'Fairfax tribe' was intense, and zaid, 'they would cheat the
devil if he was fool enough to deal with them.' The bargain
being concluded Stephens and myself went the next morning to the
district magistrate, Esquire Hamilton, to draw up the 'title bond’':;
and, after he had prepared it, I counted the purchase money on his
table with the bond in one hand and the other on the mcney, he
requested us to rise: - and addressed us as follows, 'Peter
Stephens you have sold your possession rights as herein described
to Robert Harper, a citizen of Philadelphia, and I nov hand ycu the
purchase money. Robert Harper as you have complied with the
terms ac herein expressed, I hand you the title bond, and charge
Peter Stephens to put you in full possession of the same without
further notice within one month from March 18, 1747,

" As soon as Esquire Hamilton had thrown off his official
dignity I never met a more agreeable gentlemen and he welcomed
me very handsomely and we were soon friends. He from Scotland
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and I from England; and we mutually agreed to be social neighbors,
He gave me much encouragement by otating that my succesz in the
Valley wvas beyond doubt,

Peter Stephens, myself and Esquire Hamilton with us, we
started back and when re had dicmounted and gone inmto the house,
the Squire said ‘'well Lirs, Stephens, nere is the landlord, as
this is no longer the Hole nut noww Harper's Ferry',

Esquire Hamiliton vho was perfectly familiar with the
property requested me to walk with him to see a singular rock
and hile we were together gave me much valuable information.
Among other things he advised me to go to 'Green-vay Court Manor!
and enter a patent under 'Lord Fairfax's Grant Iron the Crown,'
and thet would settle all difficulties, as there vere several
between Burden, the Lord's business agent and Stephens; he also
voluntarily offered ness agent and Stephens;
he also voluntarily offered mc a letter of introduction by
Bryon Fairfax., Fortifying myself wdith the letter I left two
days after for Green~w7ay Court, a distance of some thirty five
miles, After presenting my introductory document I was
introduced to all the family and most heartily vrelcome,

Having but little time to devote to private conversation
I commenced the subject of my business and soon discovered that
I should have but little difficulty, after paying the small sums

. they claimed of Stephens as they were very desirous of getting

rid of him, and appeared to be very well pleased at the idea of ny
settling on their 'grant.' Burden entered my name in his book,
saying the patent would be sent me as soon as the land was
surveyed, and run out of metes and bounds; which might not be

done for some months, as there was no surveyor at that time;

but he added, 'that shall make no difference to you as you have
complied with the terms.' Having closed my business quite

to my satisfaction, I left Green-way Court with the kind wishes

of all for Friend Walker on Apple Pie Ridge.

I need not say I was cxpected as Mr. Hoffman the pack merchant
had told ‘them of my being at Harper's Ferry, and might: be with
them at any moment. A [ew hours ride brought me to the door
of Friend Walker; to my regret the family was absent attending
a marriage of a young couple - the bride being Ann Neil, the
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groom “Mlliams, the latter from the Quaker settlement in
Loudon County. However, the servants received ne kindly and
taliing charge of my horse, oringing in my luggage, and nade
ne reel at ease, saying the family would soon returm,

Vthile alone I opened my valise {or pen, ink and paper
and vrote the following letter to send by Lir, Hoffman, Then
in the neighborhood and get him to {orward it on to
Philadelphia from Baltimore.

'Apple Pie Ridge,
Frederic County, Virginia
March 24, 1747.

Mr. Joseph Harper,
Second Street, Philadelphia
Dear BrotNer iieeiecroroassssssssessoscsassassns

I like this couatry very muen and
expect to make 1t my home ~hile I live, I vant you to tell idary
to meke arrangements to come on as socn as ] can sead for her,
and her brother William Griffith., Tell Hollenbach ilson and
Sayder to start at once and come to me at the Foris of the Potomac
and Shenandoah rivers, wvhere I have purchased a tract land with
great vater power and intend commencing a mill as soon as they
get there. I don't know that my wife will like it at firsi
but she vwill if it turns out as well cz I think., It is very rugged
place, but the prospects ahead are gopd, every thing to eat being
cheap and PLlentiful. e eeiresinoressoseesescssssasrsosossscnssnss
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Your affecticnate brother,

1t Robert Harper.
b
Soon after finishing this letter, vhich I had to make very
short, the fanily returned; and I privately resretied to hear
that they expected the weddinpg party to spend the next day with
them. “After the usual greebing, and giving me a kind welcome,



ny regrets were much relieved by Friend Valker saying, 'they
1v11) all be here to-morrow ready to see thee.! This wvas
Dleasant news as I was very anxious to return to the Ferry.

Tarly in the morning the friends were fast zathering;
soon the house and porch were crovded with the leading Quakers
on the Ridge. I felt like a {ish out of water, being the only
one among tham not dressed in drab clothes and a broad ovrimmed
hat.

After the bustlie had subsided Friend wWalker tith eight
others joined me to confer on the subject of my busiaess. We
had no difficulty in arranging matters to oux mutual satisfaction.
Qur interview lasted two or three hours; it was then agreed that
I should give my personal attention two days in the week,
furnishing worldng drawings, plans and specifications for a first-
rate grain mill, and for vhich I was to receive Tifty guineas,
ten of which they paid me, vhich closed our business for ‘the day.

ihile standing on the porch enjoying the sun, I thought to
myself what sort of a wedding party coula be going on in-doors.
Not a word could I hear, everything appeared to be as still as the
dead of night, so unliite vas it to all wveddinge that I have ever
seen, what I thought a hall dozen of our girls ould make more
noice than all Apple Pie Ridge. Though quietude reigned inside,
it was quite different outside for the squealing, cackling, and
gaking reminded me of the 'slaughter of the imnocents' and the
delightful fumes from the liitchen told plainly that there must be
a vedding party somevhere not far off,

The dimmer was announced and to describe it would be to
consume all the words knowm in cookery; and it certainly -ould
have relieved my 7vife had she ceen it of her principel fear belfore
I left Philedelphia that I would not be able to 'get anything
but the coarsest living in the Valley.' As the day was draving
to its close the visitors left Friena Walkgr?s hospitable home,
where I vas to remain preparatory to an early start in the morning.
That day I can never forget as one of the happlest of my life.

At early davn I started for the Ferry vhere I arrived late
in the 8fternoon. After dismounting I asked Mrs. Stephens if’
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fr, Hoffman had returned; and she soon relieved my anxiety

by informing me that he had not, as I wvas very desirous of
sending ry letter by him as Car as Baltimore. Vhile I was at
gupper she came into the room and said, M. Harper, he is
ccming, the dog Imovs, Leeps such a baridng and has gone to
reet him, tirue to the animal's iwvstinet o should be winding
around the mountain but Hof men, leading his horses packed with
furs, peltries, and feathers.

Our friend evinced much pleasure a2t mecebing Stephens and
wes delighted of serving both in our recent bargain., I saw 80
much honest friendship in Hoffman that I engeged his cervices
to hecome the purchaser of all such articles as I chould need
Trom Baltimore. He readily consented to take ry letter not only
to Baltimore but to Philadelphia saying, 'Ven I puys many goods
1 goes care anyhow.'

I sit up until a very late hour that night writing to my
wvile preparing further instructions to her, wy brother Joseph,
and Yilliam Griffith, as well as loading »%. Hoffman with
messages and business. And, after an early breakiast he left
us Tor Baltimore rmuch to ny satisfaction, as I was most desirous'
1o have ry wife and the mechenics to join me as soon as possible.

In the course of the forenoon Esguire Hamilion came to
the Ferry to see me; we went in pursuit of mill cites; in the
meantime I was giving him an account of my success at Green-
Way Court, As I had most followed his instructions after
examining a number of sites with a great water we selected a
spot on the Shenandoah. (See footnote).

The Stephens family were nos preparing for their departure
which sould leave me dthout the means for houseclieening; and
Luquire Hamilton seeing this kindly invited me to vaie up my
quarters at his house and all our spare time wac devoted to the
best interests of our neighborhood which was thinly settled, and
poorly populated, Some eight or ten miles distant, Tarmers of
means and respectability were rapidly secyring cholce tracts, by

HHHAHIEOHEEEEQOUEN

(Note:)--The mill erected on this site that svmmer stood for nearly
rifty years and was then pulled dovm by the Govermment after
purchesing the property for a National Armory. The markets for

its flour were Baltimore by wagon, and Belhaven (Now Alexandria,
Va.,) by flatboats - then a very dangerous business. (The writer.)
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these ve were often vis
.D

ted, and the earlier settlers mostly
cazaged sith ve thelr fal

i
fa8ll pgrinding.

Here cloges the account Mo, Harper used to amuse his
Triends “iith in the glomny times of the Revolution, and up
tc the clese of his life.

At the time of which we ~write there vas a greet deal of
nonest simplieity of character among the irmigrants (and native
scttlers) to the Valley of Virginia., It vas the custon of the
tines for the earlier setilers to give 'the aevcomcrs a start!
which meant sending them conevhing to cat tefore Lne“ covla
othervise provide for themzelec, Sore voulad sepd Mlour, others
meal, poultry, vegetables, ete., Thic acble, genercus, ind-
hearted custom was bountifully attended to in the case of
Ifr, Horper to gladden the hearts of his wearicd Tamily on their

grxrival at the Ferr Neither did these contributions come
grudgingly as nea¢1J 211l in their turn hed rccelved the sane
mest relcone, accepitable and rrectly needed atiention.

How few know at this time whe trials, and hardships ond
privetions the first settlers of our cowntry wvere zubjected
tc in its early days. If they did they would lnov how to
apprecilate those who opened the &y for thelr entry into ii.
Without fear of heing butchered or scalped with the blocd thirsty

Indian's tomahawk,

In the early part of the last Century (seventecen hundred)
the entire Valley of Virginia was, owing to its productive scil,
inhebited by innumerable bands of savages, and what was termed
'mass! was 50 plentiful, that the buffalo, elk, bear and deer
vere thick as leaves in autumn, hence the attraction were game
was in such abundance for the Indians to meke it their permanent,
if not = nomadie home. It is from tradition we learn that,
annually around and near Harper's Ferry the {ighting between
various tribes for the privilege of hmting and fishing was most

esperate. :

It was a fine lay 'morning towagcs the end of the month
wvhen all the mountainsforest and dales .ere decorated with
+the variegated foilage of the scason that a stentorian voice
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{from the Maryland shore 'hallo the boat', fell upon the ear of
old Uncle Gabe, the ferryman, vho angwered in return, 'ch, yea'.
Mnd vho should the canoe bring over but Hallembach to tell

}r, Harper that his family under the charge of Ix. Hoffman

~jere cnly a fer miles off. But he added, 'I don't thiak they
vill ever get here with the wegon i they have to itravel over
the rcad I came for God lknows that no horses ever hauled a

lcad over such rocks berore.' Hallenbach evidently had a poor
opinion of a country with such a road, (or rather no road)

to get to it.

Mr, Harper with all possible haste crossed the river to
neet ifr, Hoffman and his family, consisting of his wife, aer
brother, William (Robert) Griffith, a girl, Bartara Kline, and
three mechanics, Hallenbach, Jocabs and Snyder. After the
mnost fatiguing and laborious ef ort meking a road as they
advanced, the party arrived at the Maryland shore, opposite
the ferry -- the first wagon and horses ever there before.

A1l hands went to work unloading the wagon to take the
furniture,; passengers, MMr. Hoffman's goods and the horses over
the Potomac in the very frail boat, the only meens of crossing,
Arriving at the house, a long log cabin, lirs. Harper as
perfectly bevildered looking at the rough and wild scenery
around her, and in her astonishment exclaimed, 'I Imow how I
got in here but Heaven only knoxrs how I shall ever get out.'!
(See footnote)

Housekeeping began immediately with plenty in the house
and toverds evening Mrs. Harper, Barbara and Uncle Gabe set
the party down to a bountiful dinner, their first eaten in
the Valley.

The great assistance Mr. Harper received from that truely
good mon Hoffman made them lasting friends. iver a couple of
days rest the latter with his goods started for the 'settlements
up the country'. :

e, and Mrs. Harper commenced operations with a zeal that
¥knew no bounds. She was a perfect Philedelphia housewife; had
alvays managed her part =rith good judgement, industry and

B

(Note:-- In speaking of her arrival for years afterward she used
to say 'I did not know whether to laugh or cry.' (Family history)



As soon as kirs. Harper's arrival wras known among the
first to call were Mrs. Lucas and Lirs. Ryan (see footnote)
living nine miles off - both having sent acceptable
contrioutions, QOthers did the same and all gave proof by
friendly offerings that they were highly pleased with the
new acquaintances.,

Business now commenced in earnest with quite a numover of
mechanics and laborers: - the Ferry facilities to be increased;
the roads to be improved, thc mill on the Shenandoah to be
placed in the charge of Tilliam Griffith who was considered
to be one of the best mill-wrights in FPemnsylvania, vhile
li*. Harper would have to be much of his time avay attending
to the mill being built for the Quakers on the Opequon.

There is no evidence or anything to shov that .ir. Harper
had anything to do with building a mill in the Quaker settlement
in Ioudon County; (See footnote marked ;) but tradition says
'about that time he was engaged to erect iron vork for a
I’r, Ros near Fredericksburg.'

On the {irst of October the following advertisement was
posted on the trees in every direction.

NOTICE

'To the farmers in Maryland and over the Blue Ridge in Loudon
County. This is to certify that all persons bringing grist to
my mill, under the charge of William Griffith, will be ferried
over the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers free of expense,

'Robert Harper
Proprietor of the Harpers Ferry Mill,
RIS DRI ®

(Note: - In the course of time these ladies became the Grand-.
mothers of Edward Lucas of Jefferson County and William Lucas

of Ryan Hall, both members of Congress from their district many
years ago.. One of Mrs. Lucas' deughters married into the Harper
family Corty years after and her descents own a part of the Ferry
at this time. (Note:#--The present Loudon County was then Qrange,
the frontier county of the (0ld Dominion. After it was laid cff it
was named alter Lord Loudon, a brother to the Duke of Argyle.
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The {erry - the nearest to Baltimore and the rill, were
both successful beyond his most sanguine expectations. As
proof he paid off all his indebiedness in less than tvo years.

But few people properly ectimate, at this our day, the
great convenience, nay blessing to the new settlers in the
Valley bestowed vpon them by the enterprise and industry of
Ir. Harper. Nor should the pecople of Baltimore forget his
memory for to him are they much indebied {or changing the
current of trade from 'Belhaven to Baltimoire Tovm.' Another
nane to be praised 'in the cay of small things', is that of
Mr. Hoffman who continued doing business with the Valley for
several years. (see footnote,,

The winter of 1747~8§ long remembered as the severest ever
Imom in this region of country, commenced with deep snows and
freezing veather in December. Tinc Harper family at the ferry
(like their neighbors) were completely shut in from the world
by the snowv clad mountains, hills and vales: - deep deifts in
the ravines and glens: - the ice bound rivers and the buried
roads and paths: For iwo long months they heard nothing but
the sound of the spinning vheel and the music from Hallenbach's
violin mingling its notes with the music of tiie speres; - hence
they all longed for spring with a strong hope that it would
at some day come. It was dreary indeed and particularly so
to a family spending their first winter out of the city. Thae
weather continued intensely cold until late in February, when
a melting thaw commenced accompanied with such tempestuous rains
as to threaten the world with a second deluge, (See footnote #)
and in a Tew days the rivers were swollen so high that the family
had to remove their houschold effects into the bern on much
higher land until the waters rcceded.

HHHH I HH IO
(Note:~~This Mr., Hoffmen had a son, his successor vho became a
merchant of importance in Beltimore. The son reared a family of
most respectable and highly esteemed children; and vias the principal
azent for what business was carried on between the Valley and
Baltimore., He vas Mr. Harper's flcur agent. )

(Note #:--The great freshet has often been called 'the pumpkin

flood'. This is wrong as the latter did not hapnen uwatil 1753,

then in October and not in Februery. The Indians near the head-
waters of the Potomac and Shenandoah and their tributaries, always
housed their pumpkins by the first of November; - therefore this
highly esteemed vegetable among them could not have been seen

floating on the waves in February in sufficient numbers to give

the flood a name. But Mr, Harper long ago settled the doubt by

seying 'I was never driven out of my house by high vater but once, and

. . o . —a - . L . 1 1 N +
%g%gu%%gk1§ntge4g?yl?gng§tﬁég?)oought the ferry' ‘'Agreat flood in the



“Jhen the flood had nassed off early in Liarcen, 1748, two
vouvhs with three assistants crossed the Shenandoah to see
Ifr. Harper, The younger tcld him that he was directed by Bryan
Fairfax and M. Burden to survey and lay off one hundred and
twenty-five acres of land to be patened to him by Lord Fairfax.
The extreme youth of the surveyors astonished i, Harper and he
then thougnt of Peter Stephens admonition 'to beware of the cunning
of Fairfax and Burden'. The survey was made and lr. Harper was
much relieved after learning that the young men vere on their -ray
up the Valley to survey one hundred itracts to other parties.
The helrs of Mr. Harper until recently were of the opinion that
the 'two boy surveyors were both nephews of Lord Fairfax, but
a late publication shews vho they were. (Extract from Campbell's
history of Virginia, page 458).

'George Vashington now devoted himself to his studles
especially the mathematics and surveying. The marriage of his
brother Lawrence Jashington with lilss Fairfax, introduced
George to the favor of Thomas, Lord Fairfax, proprietor of the
Northern neck who gave him an appointment eas surveyor. He vas
now 1ittle more than sixteen years of age. After crossing the
Blue Ridge the surveying party, including George Fairfax entered
2 “Alderness where they were exposed to the inclemmecy of the
season and subjected to hardship and fatigue. It wvas in the
nonth o larch in the eventiul year, 1748, Snow yet lingered
on the rountain tops and the streams were swollen into torrents,
the survey land lay on the Shenandoah, near the site of {inchester
and beyond the first range of the Allenghanies on the south
branch of the Polomec, about seventy miles above Harpers Ferry.
This kind of life was well fitted to train young Yashington for
his future career, etc, etc.'!

After the party had surveyed the Harpers Ferry tract they
proceeded on their journey up the Valley, They cormenced laying
of? {ive hundred acre tracts about sixteen miles from the ferry:
these ~were cholce lands on the Bull-Skin creek purchased by the
wealthy iarmers of eastern Virginia, (See footnote). ‘ashington
performed his duties so well and acceptably and so rwucn to the
satisfaction of the purchasers that the President of '/illiam and
iary College the next anpointed him a public surveyor as will

W*ﬂ%‘ﬁ(—x

(Note:--This creek so named in Lord Fairfax's patent“for the reason
as he said, 'that the two masters George covered themselves at night
with e bull skin while surveying near it.)
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te seen by a continuation of the foregoing extract.

'Aippointed by the President of William and lbry College
in July 1749, a public swveyor, he continved to engage in
his mwsuit for three years except during the rigot of the
vinder months, rd Fairfax had taken up his residence at
rcen-vay Court thirteen miles southeast of the site of
Vinchester. A graduase of Ouxford, accustomed to that society
in England to which his rank entitled him, fond of literature
and having contrituted some numbers to the Spectator, this
nobleman, oving to a disappointment in love had cone (o
superintend his. vast landed possessions embracing tienty-one
large counties, and live in the secluded valley of the Shenandoah.
Here VWashington, the youthful surveyor vas a frequent inmate:
and here he indulged his tast Zor huating and improved himselfl
oy reading and conversing vith Lord Fairfax.'

Although Mr. Horper's land .ag surveyred in Lierch 1748
he did not receive his patent for more then tr¢ years after;
bt under ‘the advice of Esquire Hamilton, the dietrict megistrate,
he vwent on carrying out all his nlans as originally intended.

It is comevhat oul of place here to state that the writer
vas summoned by the Secretary of Var in the month of QOctaoker ,
1854 (as a member of the Harper femily) to attend a re-survey
of the Harpers Ferry tract.

One of the best surveyors in Virginia, - a kr. Trotter
of Augusta county was egployed. After he preformed his task,
he remarked to the wilnesses, addressing the writer, 'I have
never followed a more accurate survey, either in calls, line
or guantity.' This, from such a surveyor as Mr. Trotiter was
highly complimentary to a youth (Master George ‘Jashington,
aged ceventeen) who had made the first survey one hundred and
six years before. And another strong proof of the greainess
of 'America's first citizen.'

After this date, 1750, Harpers Ferry.bégan to attract
attention. It was the nearest point to Baltimecre, ifr. Harper's




favorite market and the Valley lands were fast being settled
upon by substantial farmers. The laws passed by the assemblies
cof Virginia and Maryland for the opening and improvement of
roads, added greatly to the convenience of getting to, and from
the Valley, viz Harpers Ferry. The farmers were soon enabled to
send to Baltimore their teams loaded +dith flour, pork, feathers,
and other country produce,

In 1763~-4 Harpers Ferry becane a ‘'fixed ract’ as the
General Assembly of Virginia, then holding its sessicn
(Sce Henning's Acts of As embly) in Villiamsburg, granted
Ifr. Harper a charter, esteblishing his ferry by lev, and fixing
the rate of toll across it, - which rate was never changed.

Time was pessing on and all the hile the Valley ras
increasing in population greatly to the advantage and profit
of Harper's Ferry, - nowv the popular route to the Atlantic
Cities. Many Germans ere settling in the ‘short hills' -
ranges of the Blue Ridge, south of the Shenandoah in TLoudon'
County. Others, Scotch, IEnglish, and Irish, .rere estavlishing
themselves on the Maryland nountains, known then as Sample's
Manor. Several of the latter vere charged with being deserters
from the British Army and escapcd convicts. This may or may
not be true, but certain in is that many rough and tumble fights
grew out of such charges made against them. The principal
business of the later was digging iron ore and cutting wood,
for the Antietam and Keep--Tryst Iron Works, then but recently
established. About a dozen of these settlers on Sample's Manor
built their cabins on the topmost peaks of the Maryland Heights
opposite Harpers Ferry: and were mostly employed by Mr. Harper
in his verious pursuits. They were pcople of a much better
class than those living nearer the Iron works, some feow miles
up the Potomac river. They numbered among them scveral
families, the Cordurcys, Atheys, Tribbetts, Bridgemans, Crutchleys,
and others from the highlands of Scctland, and this may account
for selectipg a home on the highlands of Maryland, near the
Potomac.

By profession these men were gardeners, shepherds, and
weavers, and in the course of time, the llaryland heights became
famous for fine fruits and vegetables, The spurs of the mountain
around abounded with wild flowers, blackberries, horitleberris,
and chesnuts - hence it was no wonder years after (in their after
life) to see the youths of Harpers Ferry clambering up the
mounteins to spend a happy day with the ‘'old folks over the river.'
Hor well we remember, though fifty years since our kind friend
launt Betty', the wife of John Corduroy, (called Corday), a
gardener ty profession, a soldler for force; and it may be
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possible that, to get rid of the latter calling was the real
cause of this Scotch couple, making their home in a lonely,
desclate, wild, uninhabited mountain.

It i1l please the wwiter if no one else to say something
nore of Aunt Betty, because it will show gratitude Jor kindness
in the past, and place her nane on a page of history forthe
very fer to read; a very few indeed now alive remember her,
(See Tootnote).

(Note:~--The writer visited Harpers Ferry in the autumn
of 1865 and could find but two (very aged) citizens vhose
nerory ran back to the days of Betty Corday, or any of the
carly settlers on Maryland heights. This reminded him of the
solemn truth that death is only a question of time: - as every
living thing must die. Failing to learn anything additional
about them, he can only say in this note, what he recollects
hinself.

Betty and her man John were the most noted couple on the
mountain; they vere paired 'tis true, 'but not exactly matched.
He was tall and slender and she in size almost a dwarf; he
talked bult little, was guiet, retiring and sedate; she was
at all times pleasant and communicative, particularly after ve
had placed in her hands our comtribution as the 'sair-won fee'
in payment of free use of :the: archard and garden for the day.

She was devoted to her native land and {rom 'song and
story' quite familiar with the history of Bruce, Vallacc and
Chieftans of less note. Her admiration for Rob Roy lcGregor
knew no bounds as she had peen taught to telieve that her
Grandfather was one of his principal clansmen. She would tell
us (the lads) much about her early recollections of home and
the cause of her coming to the colonies,

Here is her story as she used to tell us: 'Thail she was
born on the estate of a nobleman, the Duke of ___: that her
grandfather's house was three miles from the castle where John
vas second gardener: that she was a great pet of the stewvard



vho kept her wants supplied; that he asked her one day as

John had been paying her atteaticn if he (John) .eat to the
colonies as a soldier would she marry him and go along: that
cshe should have plenty of money and any quantity of {iae
clothes, and that the ladies of the castle vould cach one

make her up a package of beauwitlful things as a fargrell present.
With such flattering offers and prospects - a huscand, fine
clothes, and money, Betlty consented 1o accept. After the
pronises were fully carried out the newlymarried couple -jere
sent on board the transport ship liars bound for Vieginia where
they arrived in the lower Potormac in Autumm 177--. To curtail
her story as much as possible e must pass over the next two
vears with the single remark that John preferred a secluded
1life in the wildermess to the hardships of a soldier; therefore
it 1s no way strange to find him nid away on the llaryland
helghts in Sample's Manor to spend the halance of his days nursing
his fruits, vegetables and {lowers.

How well the writer recollects shen Aunt Betty -.as dressed
up Tor the occassion in the guady atiire, fashionable in the
reigns of Queen Anme and George I -- doubtless the off cast
ciothing given to her by the ladies of the caszlle hen leaving
Scotland.

It is now more than {ifty years since this couple 'paid
the death of nature'. Their remains were deposited in the little
graveyard on the Maryland heights which sad spot has long been
elfaced from signht by the pleoir, the harrow, the scythe and the
sickxle. The briar, the scrubpine, the wild rose and voilets
have given sy to fallow and stubble, and no one allve can pint
vith certainly and say 'there is the spot'. Though lost to the
vorld, thelr memory still lingers in the bosom of the writer,
avay from their native land, their graves obliterated, their
names 'unimown, unhonored and unsung' it is his prayer that
thelr bones may rest quietly until the last trumpet shall arouse
them from their long, long sieep.

‘hat would the forefathers on the mountains have thought
if told one hundred years ago that in the year 18663 a grect army,
vith heavy artillery -rould shell Harpers Ferry and Bolivar Heights

Mo
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from over and above their graves, Yes, from the very spot
viere thay thought the world could never find them. (end of note)

The German settlers on the 'shorv hills', the Neers, Beltz,
Demorys, Yertys, Jacobs, Nisewangers, Conrads, and many others
vere a different sort of people. They were industrious farmers
and paid but little attention to anything going on in the world
but their own business. Their habits were plain and simple:
selling everything and buying nothing. All their business was
transacted by Ifr, Harper through his agents Horffman and Company
in Baltimore,

About the year 1765 many distinguished families from Eastern
virginia commenced settling on their land in that part of the
Valley now knovn as Jefferson' Frederic, Clark and Berkeley
Counties: they were the Lees, Buarwells, Jashingtons, Throclkmortons,
Pages, Dandridges, and the Rutherfords, Lewis', Pendletons,
Sinclairs, and many others of equal note. They all became very
extensive wheat growvers and the rapidly increasing farm products
of those very rich counties, .ith Harpers Ferry as the outlet
soon made it a place of proitinence, and its progress was onrard
until the braking out of the Var of the Revolution, at which time
Mr, Harper was considered a man of fortune and of sufficient
influence to divert a large share of the Valley trade from
Belhavey to Baltimore.

The war of the Revolution, like all other -ars, made heavy

drafts on labor and unsettled the business of Berkely County,

as also retarding the prosperity of the whole valley. All the
nmen of suitable age joined the army leaving none at home to labor
except by sex, age, and iafancy. This vas considered the 'Banner
County of Virginia', not only Cor the gallantry of the officers
and men, oult in addition, the number it supplied. The officers
were the liorgans, Dark, Van-Siearingen, Glenn, Shepherd, and Bettinger.
The 'beeline to Boston men' and the ‘hunting shirt company, were
. both from this county. The number of volunteers and recruits from
it as taken from the iuster rolls of the State credit Berkeley
County far the whole war viith three hundred and tienty-tvo men,

- bult few of this number ever returned, among the latter vere

John Pearce, Sebastian lledlar, and Jacob Neer, quite famous in
after life in and arcund Herpers Ferry. ‘e may have to speak of
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then hereafter as J. P. was the {irst schoolmaster ever at
the Terry and gave the ribter of this his first lesson. At
‘the commencement of the struggle for independence !ir, Harper
opposed 1t with all his ability believing it impossible Tor
the colonies to contend successfully against the po.er of
the iother Country. He felt sorely the effect ol rebellion,
business was daily falling off; the impossivility of getiing
sidlled labor, the destroying all social intercourse and his
aduiration for the British govermment .ere some of his reasons,
nothing that he could say satisiicd the people of the Valley
nd they all declared that ne wvas under the infiuence of Dunmore
and Fairfax. However, hls opposition did not last long, the
exactions and quarterly calls on him by the crowm officers-in
Virginia for a heavy percentage on all his gold and silver as a
loan to the State in aid of the Royal cause soon cooled his
ardor; and with a view of saving as much as possible from the
hands of the collectors he advised nis wife to talke, conceal
or bury out of his sight or teyond his Jmo“ledge and contrpl the
iarger portions of all moneys veceived in his business. This
plan worked very well for several calls from the collector
although the end was sad and anything but profitable., As
requested, his wife buried or did away somevhere unimom to
anyone but herself such sums as she received forr concealment,
and the following most serlous misfortune will show why the
hidden treasure was never found.

Mrs. Harper, always active in business affairs (and nuch
of the ferry toll was paid directly to her) a prudent, industrious,
managing woman, while engaged at her housework ascended a ladder
from vhich she fell so injuring her that she never spoke after
wards, ond died the next day, aged about seventy., Under some
earth or stone, the undiscovered itreasure remailns where concealed
up to this time, now nearly ninety years,

Imen the loss of this money iras made known and Zor years
afterward there came astrologers. diviners, horoscope men,
fortuyne tellers, etc, to find it, but without the good LOLtuqe
to gain such a prize: the sum all the time increasing in amoun$
watil it got to be almost febulous whereas the whole sun ourled
as stated by the neirs was less than three hundred dollers. The-
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writer in his youth confesses himself to have been a money
aunter.

For thirty years previcus to the Revolution I3, Harper
enjoved as much contentment in nis wild, romantic home as
usualdy falls to the lot of man. But under decree of the
Supreme Ruler of the Universe it is not intended that His
creatures shall enjoy unalloycd happiness on this carth, for,
were 1t co, we rould soon forget that there is a far bvetter
werld attainable, and to which we are iavited, beyond the
grave. Hence, for some wise purpose his many years of domestic
happiness appeared to be on the wane as Death, that insatiable
harvester, was cutting doim nearly all those nearest and dearest
to him. Vithin the short space of three years (from 1775)
he lozt his brother Joseph, in Philadelphia, and his nephew
Nobert Harper, Jjr., died in the same year in England. is wife,
far acdvanced in age loct her 1ife by a distressing accident,
and his long csteemed friend, Esquire Hamilton, vas killed in
nis presence by {alling through the rafters of the well knom
(013 stone house) then being built and still standing and
accupied at Harpers Ferry.

Tne unfortunate death of Lsquire Hamilton, the just,
dlgnilied, and popular district magistrate for thirty years
(having received his cormission from Virginia's preatest
Colonial Governor, Sir Jilliam Grooch. )"
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P PARTIAL LIST OF DOCEMENTS =~ . = = L
'Tﬁ""‘*NATIouAL ARCH IﬁsT'“ o By

n.d.- Potonac lines of the patents ot’ Robert Harper

'and others ,
SurVey map e SR e

1813, August 26" - Suney na'p of 1and conveyed by
Ferdinando F&irfax et ux. o the Ilnitbd Statea

la:nd on the menandoah River callad m "Ferr’y 101:"

Wmf ‘SurVeyor 8 report of pu‘oliq ;.amp g-g
Herpacs Ferry {no map ingluded) i v :

" lend near "Friends Ore Bank" and the “Keep
’rryste I'urnace"
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1852, Scptember 1 and 2 - A 1ist of U. S. property o
_ sold at Harpers Ferry o L 236
1869, November 30, December 1 and 2 - A 1ist of ‘...
' " houses existing on Government property offerod A
-for aale at Harpers Ferry . © 238
11880, May 25 - A list of U. S. pz'operty Bold a.t ' o
“ . Herpers Ferry - » , STUALEEN 241

Ferry released from lien 1 ,
Harpers Ferry '

at Harpers Ferry

Armory at Harpers Ferry and l l'iﬁt of the
Master Armorers ,




This . list of the Government propesrty at Harpers Ferry vhich was
sold on the lst and 2nd of September, 1852 was compiled by

J. P. Noffsinger from information located in: National Archlvoa .
'ashmg'bon, D. c., RG 121 Public Bu:.ldings Sernce, Deeds From

bo volume c. 15": 20" The block and 1ot numbers refer to s
the 1869 mep by S. Howell Brown. See Appendix, Part C, item 13, - =

" SALE OF 1lst AND '2nd SEPTEMBER, 1852
224 lots (51 purchased by Amxy 'orknen)
Block - ' Lot

A 2,3, 4,5, 6,7
B 123,4,5,689,10 1112

3 ) 5 Shenandosh Street A:

¢ '. 1,23, 4 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 Camp Hill S

¢ 2,3, 4 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 Shenandosh Street R

D 1, 4', 5, 6, 7 Shenandosh Street

D 1,3, 4,561,8, 9 Cemp Hill

E 1,.3, 4, 5 o ' , by
S 1,2, 3, 4185 6,7
m o a, 2, 5;': 6,8 9, 10
1 1, 2, 3, o

I 4% o

ELT R

DR
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M 1, 2, 3, '1_., 5 o

N 1, 4,5 6,7 | |

0 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8-1/2, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15 ca-p mi11

P 1, 2, 3,5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17 20 canp 3111

Q 7,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16 Camp HILL

v 7,9 Camp Hill |
W 1,2,3,4, 5, 6,7, 8 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,

. 19 Camp Hill o | T

X '1',- 2,'3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 8-1/2, 9, 9-1/2, 10, 11, 13,14,

S 1, 1eca-pmu_ - e

Y 1,2, 3, 4 5, 6, 7 Cemp Hill

¥ 1, 2,7, 8 Comp Hi11

2 1, 2,3, 4 5, 6
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This list of houses existing on ﬂoverment property at Ha.rper-

Ferry which was sold in 1869 was compiled by J..P. Noffsinger E
from information located in: Washington, D. C. , National Archivel, o
RG 121 Public Buildmgs Service , Harpers Ferry Abatement Cases
under Act of June 14, 1878, Box No. 388. The lot and block: num-

bers refer to the 1869 map by S, Bowell Brdm - See Appeudix, e
,Pa.rt C, itean. R

BLOCK = = . LOoT _
1. A . 1. ThomesJ. Boer].ey— A large ctoae hoiuse
S : " 'was ‘'on the lot when it was puroha.nd.
Improvements from. 1869-1878 inélulo “
D -~ cellar & a stable. - -
2,7 A 19, Patrick Daley- A brick “houn m on th:ls
ot T . lot when purchased~ Improvements ﬁ;on
1869~1878 include & porch which cost .
'$274, and repairs to the rooring- The
o . . walls were badly cracked inside. " E
3. A g 20, Mary D. Cochrane- A brick house was on
T . <. this lot when purchased.’ Inprovnnents o
1869-1878 include roofing, new porches, = .
. fencing; timbers under the house, flooring, . '
- doors, esashes, windows, apouting, plaster~- . .:.
. ing, peinting, etc. SR

4 B - . 3. M T.C.A. & James C. MoGraw--A brick house
S - - was on this lot when purchased.. It was
L T . - .. - in poor condition- From a statement by
R | s - Mr. S. V. Yantes dated Dec. 2, 1879 the
- building had been condemmed before the
War of 1861- a new building was built
along side of it at this time (1857, 8, =
or 9) which obstructed the lightc-therefore IR
o the QGov't. intended tearing it down, o
- Statdment by Jesse W. (raham-Dec. 1y 1879
givea ‘& desppiption of the house as i.-b : :
would have tppenred hed MoGrew nat repaired .
it, - Say#: thet the Supt. of ‘the Arsery -
.. MaJ. Byington lived in the house in- 3,1858
»or 1859 and said "that he was fesi(y ,that
‘% would fall in whenever he vont ' :
-upper part of it," -~ = -‘
“. Improvements 1869~1878» a long 18t included_
~ roofing, fencing, %rick pavement, cistern,
~brick suppor in the hc;l.lhr!_!‘or,the house, '




7..

North of

Shenandoah St.

f"agér 6 Acre

 Reservation

Wager 6 Acre

Reservati%g_., a

1.

2.

1.

21.

2.

239.

Bullt an ice house and & stable.

The house had been badly demaged by
floods in 1870 eand 1877- the walls of
brick cracked, the floors were lifted
out of place and the fences were swept
off.

Daniel Ames- A stone house was on the
lot when it was purchased- Improvements
1869-1878 include repeirs on the house,
cistern, wall, and pump house.

Polly MeArthur- A brick house was on the
lot when it was purchased- house was in

bad condition. From a letter signed by
James D, Butt-Oct. 21, 1879 ".,.house

" hed been used for a horse stable by US

Troops during the War end one halt the
roof was gone."

From & statement signed by M. Sponsell
chaa H, Trail and R.A. H--~-7"

...and heard statements from citizens -
of good repute and who were employed by
McArthur to repair the house in 1869. -
They all state that the house at that
time was not fit to live in-That nearly -
all the roof was gone. The floors out,
partitions gone, steps and window sills
out and that the house was but a ghell

~ and that workmen were engaged nearly

all the winter of 69 & 70 in putt:lng it
“in good order." .dated Nov. 4, 1879

Joseph D, Eéiuc- A large stone. hbuﬁe
(warehouse ?) wes on this lot when it

. was purchased. Repairg 1869-1878 to roof

and porch- Also a new outbuilding.

Mrs. ldith O’Donncll- A atone house was

. on the lot when it wag purchased. Im-

piovements 1869-1878 include porches,
‘new floors, windows, seshes, doors, _
plastering, painting, cistern, aad fencing.

Edward jug "’- A stone house m on this
lot at ‘_"h of purchase. Improvements
1869-1 inelude roofing, fences, put in
new timbers, glass, doore,bli,nds and
outbnild:lngs.- y Wi,
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10. Wager 6 Acre - o R
Reservation 26, James McGraw- A house was on this lot -
: at date of purchase-Improvements include
a back porech, stonework under the house,
put in new timbers to support the house, ’
built a new stable. .
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This list of the Goverment property at Harpers Ferry which was
sold on the 25th of May 1880 was compiled by J. P. Noffsinger
from informetion located in: Washingbon , D. C., Natlonal A.rchivea ’

RG 121 Publie Buildings Service, ; :
n.d., n.p., bound volume c. 15" x 20"

Ferry - Qrduance Qffice,
The block and lot numbers refer to the 1869 map by S. Howell Brcma
See Appendix, Part C, item 13, :

- SAI.E OF MAY 25, 1880
Sold by Act of June 1878 to cancel certa:.n contracts of 1869

'71 lots and certain 'bimber rights L

BLOCK 10T |
'\ o 1,2 " _
2, 3y 4 S .
1, 2,34 5 6

1, 2, é, 4y 13
4

5, 6

9-1/2

F

G

H

I

J

L ; .

N N
) -

P 18
A _
S

T

W

A




. BLOCK . _ LoT

FF o - 2,3,4, 5, 6, 7
6a | l. 3,6

HH _ 6, 7, 8

- 33 | 4, 5, 10, 11, 14
KK 1,3, 4,16 |
IL . 2,3,5,6, 12
M ' 3, 7,9

Wagei 6TA§fé Reservation 27

North of Shenandosh Street 1,3, 4,7, 8

Bluff of Lot 1

Shennandale Tract - 512 aeres
(US 1813 Fairfax)
Timber Rights

Algo Timber Rights for 1395 acres . '~
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These lists of .Goverment propez?tiea at Harpers Ferry were coﬁ'piled'
by J. P. Noffsinger from information found in: Washington, D. C.,

National Archives , Public Bu::.ldings Sernce , Deeds From United
Fe ,nd,np,boundvolme

G, 15" x 207, The blosk and lot nmbers refer to the 1869 map
by S. Howell Brown. See Appendlx, Part C, item 13,

June 1, 1880
‘Releases from lien
BLOCK LOT
KK 4
North of Shenandoah Street 1, 2

June 1lst, 1881 - Sale

BLOCK - LOT
FF 2, 3
KK 3




This list of Government property at Harpers Ferry which was .sold'-. :
on the 22nd of October 188, was compiled by J. P. Noffsinger from : .
information located in: Washington, D. C. ’ Natlonal Archives,

RG 121 Public Buildings Service, Retai
, Volume 13, n.d., n.p., bound volume c. 12" x 18",

The lot and block numbers refer to the 1869 map by S. Hovell Brom '
See Appendix, Part C,item 13. ;

SALE OF OCTOBER 22, 1884
by Act of July 4, 1884

73 lots + -S&irery's purchase of water power g't_c;, _

BLOCK 10T
B 2
H 7
I .'___,5,;10
J 6, 10, 11, 12, 13
P 10 |
Q 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6 15, 17, 18, 20
R 1,2,3,56,7,8 |
s 2,3,4, 5
v S
v 1, 2, 3, 4., 5
u, ,9,10 oA
5 38 : 2, 3, 5, 8,&9, 10
. g5 . o i
o
EE 3, 4



: “'BLOC.K

JJ

KK

” .
North of Shenandosh Street
Water power etc. -~ Thom Savery

‘Wager 6 Acre Reéemtion

18

12,13

5,9, 10, 11, 12
8, 9,10,11
6
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List compiled by J. P. Noffs:mger from: 'Barry, Joseph (pseudo.
Josephus Jr.), me 1872 .

SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE U. S lﬂu&nﬁfAT HARPERS FERRY, W. VA.’

ew-

i

1796-1810_ Joeeph Perkins
1810-1829° - James Sbubblefleld
1829-1830 Colonel Dumn .
1830-1837 General George Rust
1837-1841 Colonel Edward Luchs
1841-1844 Colonel Henry K. Craig
- 1844-185. Major John Symington -
.1851-1854 . Colonel Benjemin Huger
1854-1854 Major Bell .
1855-1858 Henry W. Clowe .
1859-1861 = =~ Berry -
1861-1861 © Alfred M. Barbour
1862~ - Captain Deniel J. Young
MASTER ARM)RERS
-1810-1829 = Armstead Beckham
1830~1849 ~ Benjamin Moore
1850-1853  Samuel Byington
1854-1858 Benjemin Mills

A _.Amstead M. Ball







1,

2.

3.

4,

Se .

Te
- 1835 plat of Wager =

8.

msrxdr'soh'nmmm NAPS OF HARPERS FERRY

Washington, D, c. » National Archivea, War Departnent Records , RG
153, Judge Advocate General's Office Reservation File, West
Virginia, Harpers Ferry, "Plat of the two Patents to Harper

with the lines of conveyance to the United States." [fllustra— :
tion No. 13 of this report/ :

Phihdelphia, Pa., U. 8. Department of the Interior, National
Park Service, EODC, Drawing No. NM-HF/3004, 1 sheet, no scale, -
osalid reproduction of the plam, "Plan and Section of a Canal :
at the Lower Falls of the Shenandoah River; its junction with tho

' Public Canal at Harpers Ferry and the necessary locks Surveyed -
b N, King & Leson Harbaugh February 1803 for the Potomac Company."

llustration No. 1 of this report

Baltimrc, Maryland, Baltimore and Ohio Railioad Compapy Library,
portion of ms map of Harpers !'orry, n.d., no title, uustration
No. 2 of this report/ B |

Baltimore, Haryland, Baltimoro and Ohio Railroad Conppny Libra.ry,
port.ion of a "Map showing the Routes for the B & O Railroad,*
signed by Benjamin Latrobe, "Engineer of Locat:.on and Constructton,
n.d,  /Illustration No. 3 of thie repor'g . _

Wa.shington, D. C., U, S. Department of the Intenor, Hatlonal .
Park Service, History Division Iibrary, Map No. 3950.3, "Harpors‘
Ferry, Virginiaj Partial tracing of Frederick, Berkeley and :
Jefferson Counties, Va.," showing approximate position of
Harpers Grist Mill --1809. ﬁhis map was not located i the

’rilesj

Washington, D. C. ’ U. S. Deparbment af the Interior, National
Park Service, History Division lerary, Drawer VIII, Case B, . =
Map No. 3950.5 (scale: 1 inch & 4O perches), "Land Purchased of

_ John Wager Area. Harpers Ferry, Va.," traeing.in ink ‘en tracing

Based on a map.of June, 1825 by James M,
Shoui pOSition of an bld house in -~
ﬁllustraf,@ﬂ! "O. 5of thiﬂ )

Ha.rpers ’Farry, Hest Vir‘inia, Records at Harpers Ferry Natioual N |
Monument, tracing y§: NMHF 3076 by A, W, Franzen based on
w ﬁllustrauon No. i of this: report/ -

Philadelphia, Pa.; @, S. Departnent. of the Interior, -":Ultfoml
Park Seryice,.20DC, Map No. NM-BF. 3002, *Bistorical Base Maps -
1835;0 Q.ll‘ld mmductione, ‘:.acﬁo P19 )y, 3 q;oets as follovm

& unty.

_{_«A, (;) ‘Shest 1; Map K, *Plob'pf Harpers Forry Exhibiting the

limits of tho gmupd requisite for the passage of the



m.nchester & Potonc Ra:.l noa.d through the ‘rovm,
Scale: 1l inch 2 100 feet, _

(2) Sheet 1, Map B, “Plot of liarpera I-‘erry E:d:ibiting tho o
-limits of the ground requisite for the passage of the
‘Winchester and Potonac Rail Road through the Town,® ' .
Scales_1 inch = 100 foet. ﬁllustration No. 7 of this - - .

- report/

~ Be ‘Sheet 2y "Hap of Havper's Ferry ‘Shewing the Locat:.on of the
' Winchester and Potomac Rail Road,” Drawn by It. White, Lt,
" Allem and Lt., R, S, Smith of the U, S, Aray under the direo-
tion of Ja.los Kearney, Lt Col. and T. E. e

. .._’;c. Shieet 3, not oeated, 7

9- ,Philadolphia, Pa. 3. U. S. Department of the Intorior,‘,l_latioul
_~ Park Servics, EODC, Map Ko. NM-HF 9000, ozalid ropmduotion,
. Hownber 1956, 2 sheets as follows: . AR

A. Sheet 1, "l(ap of Harper's Ferry Shewing the Iacation of tho '
Winchester and Potomac Rail-road,” Drawn by Iisut? White,
~ Allen and R, 3, Smith, U. S, Army, Under the Direction of
James Kearney, Lt, Col, and T. E., 1835, Traced from a o T
phetograph of the original na.p by Ph. Petri, Soptonber 1, S TR

. B. Shm 2, une t.itlo as Sheet 1, except "llo. 2" raplaces "Ro. 1 "

RS

10, _'Geupbu:g, Pa., National Park Service, Gettysburg GNMP, Everhart'l(-'-‘f |
. i file; "Map of Harper's Ferry Prepared in compliance with a letter. ..

L 4. duetion from ink on Jlinen: dnving Ce 30" x 50". - cation of
.,.._;originﬂ not kno\m. .mg‘? :'f" e

7 .'Harpeu Ferry, Ww.. VA. ,‘ property oi’ )lrs. H. Te McDon;ld, "Nap of
" Harpers Fen-y_b r Ss. anll .Broun, .‘18$2. [fllustratioﬁ Bo. |

: 8, ,DOpartnent of the ﬁﬂamor, Natioml

' ,‘Park Bervioe, m, Map No, NM~HF. 3001, _"Hisf.orlca.l Bage Map
1869, Pamot_th- Naster Plan;® Sovember.10, 1954, Bassd:on a
 PAat-lof Al 7 fy. property ladd off into. lots for .
; purmm rot ‘the.Act 6T Decimber 15th, 1868 and drawn . v
Tt 136?1)1' B. M Broim. Squ.u 1 :lnch m pérchas

. tor lhjor Sylington April 22, -1848," n.p., no ua].e osalid repro- N



L, 'Philadelphia, Pa., U S. Department of the Interior, National -
~ Park Service, BODC, Map No. N¥ HF 9001, "Map and Profile of a ..
line surveyed for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad ascending the - ‘
. Potomac along the tow path of the Canal Belonging to the .
Bovernment Works in Harpers Ferry," October 24, 1870, no scale, s
~ photostated copy, loeation of origlnal not known. _ nstration .
. Mo, 10 of this report/ - | -

15, Phi.la.delphia, Pa,, U, S, Departnent of 't.he Interior, Na.tioml
Park Serviee, EODC,. Map No, NM HF 9002, "Gemeral Plan Harpers
Ferry to Sandy Hook," known as von Lindonborg's Hap, traced - =
1892, seals 1Y = 200%, photostated copy, location of origiml REENE

) .not known. ﬁllustration No. 0 Y ot t.his repor_§7 ‘

16, "mhdelphin, Pa., v, 8. Deptrtleut or the" Intorior, Na.tioml
: P&t’k 551‘11“, 0BG, !(ap No. NM-HP. 9003, ‘“Plan ShO\d.ng Right of -
P - May,-Buildings -and Tracks Harpers Ferry, W. Va.,* B. & O. R. R.
e _-Main line district, Shenandoah division, Main Iine, Office of
; o the Dist. hgr M, of W, Baltinbro, Md., Febr 19, 1913,
Scalet 1 inch = 50 roet, oulid repmduction. Illustration Ho‘.'.:l2
of thia repor_t_] ‘ o -

17, Phlladelphia, Pa., U, S. Dopartne _.:o’f the Interior, Natlonal ,
_-Park Service, EODC, Drawing No, NM-HF/2005, 1933 Survey of Harpers
* Perry, Bolivar Heights, by Sanborn Map Co., N, Y., May 1933, &
‘ scale' 1" =°100¢, &4 ghoetr ozalid reproduction July 6, 1952.

e 18, - Phihdelphia, Pa., U, 8, Departmnt of the Interior, Nat:.oml

; - . Park Service, EODC, Drawing No. NN-HF/2003,. War Dept., Corps
 -of Engineers, U,'S, Army, West Virginis-?irginia—lhrylmd 1:31,680,
‘..Charles Towm Quadrangle-’lirginh-&ryland-West ‘Virginias, Harpers ;
B irpngle ﬁw. 37 ozalid Nproduction Navamber 27, 11951

g0 T I Phihdelphil.'?a., U, 8. Department oi’ the Interior, natfiom,;.
P‘fk Serﬂ&q, ch, "lp HO- NH-HP 3955, 5 sheots as followa,__

chitoctnral base lip of Hu-pers Fer;y, :
i C, Edwards and R, P, Donolios, Septeikbe; ";,_;
, J,y 27, 1956 lj¥ H: C. Edwards, revised Pela :-y
by AL W ?ranzen, ‘rowised March' 21, 1957 by’ k. w. Franzen
3.1 inch 50 feet, Based m:
%, (1) Map by Brasfiiitizineers
(2) Survey by ' arn Map Co,, 1933 ot

_Shnte 2, 3, 4 and 5: :

7 %General Infomuon n mmnzs,n explanatory, to Shegt 1' g
"(ﬁnn)m They. regifapent :dakh. propared by Henry On Edwards |
and J. o WL12eAt: and have splumns. entitleds . Mdiag
number, 'l‘mclsﬁm,. Bate; Built by, No, of Stofles, Sqx
'fblr fl. > to W Va. and &utructim




-,

Washington D C.,

National. Archives, ‘office of- the Chief of Englneers Reoor .
Group 7y For‘olflcatlons flle, drawer 150 part of sheeL 2.,‘ no Scale ( ). .

-

ST

;,ILLUSTRDTION NO. 1 R o '_; R - ~

Detail from a map. entitled "Plan and Sectlon of -a Canal at the Lower' I

Falls of the Shenandoah ﬁiver, J.T:S Junctmn with ‘bhe Public CanaJ. a.t Harpers
.Ferry. : “1803 ” :_.. — ,‘: . ‘ . . :: ..z_.-::. .
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Baltimore, Maryland, Baltimore and Ohio Railrcad Company
Library, Portion of a S map of Harpers Ferry, n.d., no
Title. ' '

ILLUSTRATION NO. 2
This map shows Wager's oridge and the tow path

for the canal.







" 253; - Baltimore, Maryland, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company
- - Livbrary, portlon of a "kap Showing the Routes for the B & O
;Hallroud", signed by BenJamln q. Latrooe, Engineer of Locu—
310n and Construction, n.d,

ILLUSPRATION NO.. 3

“hls map shows two bridges, the Wlncheste‘ and POuomac
_Rull”oad llne, the B & O Rallroad line and the center line.
:of the new - proposed B. & 0 11ne, the. two arsenal bUlldln

the aﬂnory bulldlnvs ~end the parapet wall







S alelegeswesEETE

.,f.rwéshihgtOD, D. C., National Archives, Records of the National
Park Service, Record Group 79.

TLLUSTRATION NO. 4

Photostated copy of detail from a map eatitled: "Plan

o of the proposed jUﬁction of the CANAL at the 1owe:_Falls

of Shenandoeh with the Public Canal &t HARPERS FERRY and

the necessary Locks for descending into the Potomak River."
Surveyed and leveled by N. King and L. Harbaugh, February,

1803. Note Wager's six aere tract with tavern, the armory

bulldings, the arsenal and the ferry house and lot.
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Washington, D. C., U. 5. Department of the Interior, National

Parl: Service, Histery Division Licrery, Case B, Drawer VIII,
Map lo. 3950.5, tracing in ink on tracing paper oy
Based on a map of June, 1825 by James M. Brown of Jefferson
Couwnty. ' ' '

o
7
H

TLLUSTRATION NO. 5

Copy of a tracing entitled: "Land Purchased of John
deer.Aréa:_Warpers Ferry, Va.* - Point-”g“ represents the

0ld house in which Rovert Harper lived and died (8ee p. 7).
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dasthgton,<D G Natlonal Alchlves Records of the Office of

the Chigf.of: £ngineers RG 77, Fortlflcatlono Map File, Dr. 150,
Sheet 82-2, “Map ‘of Haroer‘o Fervs Shewing the Locatlon of the .

Jlnchester and Potomac Rallroao" 1835 .

LLQ»IBATION ﬁO, 6

-; Thls map detail showQ he new and oid aréenals, Wager's -

. orldne the buildlng used- by General Rust he,Payméster's

' and other 1nterest1nﬁ deballs




"MAF DF HABFER'S FERRT
SHESTNG THE LOCATION OF THR
WTHOLESTER AN POROMAC RATL EOAR

Drawe by
Lieur® Wyive, Alisn, end
BS amiyn, U 8 kewy

Ymier the slmeesios of
Jusas Kearsey Lt Coi smd T.E.
s

.
.

".I. A \\\‘

‘-'i \'* o) [Tritn 1a & derall  (rom » photo-

|._ Tratet 2apy of She =2, located

i \‘,l- in MasBlngtos, 0. C., Eatimnal
b" \\ “ Arzhivea, Resurds o' L OIffca
of the Culef of Englheses, 55 77,
? M rortilfications Map rile: T 19,
heed f.{-h




g '”§2577rf ~ Washington, D. C., , National A ChLVGS Records of the Of;lée of L T
S . ‘the Chief of Englneers,,Recold Group 77  Fortifications dap Flle,'
Drawer 150, Sheet 78 l th A, 2

ILLUSTRATION NO.,7
Rhotostated copy of’ﬁ "Plot of Harpers Ferry”

Shows pfoposed w1nchester and Potonae Rallroad 1ine through

the town Two arsenals are snown (see P 43) Note'algo;~

the }bster Armourer and Paymaste; houses.;




" PLO'T OF HARPERS FERRY

Exhibiting the limita of ﬂ’\b{ro‘md requisite for the passage
of theWinohaster § Potomas Lail Road t:hrou.sh the Town —

/Fan from Wasiineton
seords of the Lffice of
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of of ¥ngineer ‘.b"l T7 1 Seale 100 Foat tathelnch.

e Referenceas

Cround requisite fortheRail Road
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L Sabd

Harpers Ferry, %. Va., Mrs. H. T. McDonald (owmer), “Map

~ of Harpers Ferry by 5. Howell Brown, 1852

ILLUSIRATION NO. 8

This is a detail of the 1852 surveyor's mep made

for the sale of govermment property (see p. 42). This is

perhaps the only copy of this map in existeénce. Note
Wernwag Street (see p. 23). lap was located by Archie W.

Franzen, resident architect at Harpers Ferry.
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259, Mational Archives, Washington, D. C., Records of the Office
' of the Chief of Engineers, RG 77, filed under date, no
nurber assigned /October l95§7 "Harpers Ferry, Prepared
by Bvt. Brig. Gent & Bvt. Maj. Genl A. A. Humphreys, Chief
of Engineers and under the Authority of the Hon. Sccretary
of Var, 1867, Scale of 3 inches to 1 Mile".

ILLUSTRATION HO. 9
This detail of a map shows the general ‘topography
around Harpers Ferry including Loudoun Heights, Bolivar Heights

and the Civil War forwifications.
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. Pnlludelphla Pa., U. S. Depa“tmeht of the Interior, 'National'

Park Service, E0DC, Hap nunber MNMIF 9001, "Mop and P~Of¢lo of
a line surveyed for the Canal belonging to the Government

works in Herpers Ferry " October 24, 1870, no scale, pnoto—
stetea ‘Copy, jocation of Oilb;ual not known .

ILLUSTQATION HOo. 10

~ This is a deuall of “the map which shows the llne

urveved for the B & O Rallroad throuvb Harner° Fe"ﬂ*. Note

loc“tlon of oq11a1n7s t;lt hammer shop and the Uﬁlued States
Az moaLy Canal. . The’ date of the map is Octooer 24, 1870, Just
after the flood of September )O 1870 whlch lasted two days
ana vaShod a:ay'the covered bz 1dge belonglng to vhe *allroad

(ber pp 51-52)
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1.

Philadelphia, Pa., U. S. Department of the Interior, Kational
Pariz Service, EODC, Map Nuwiber IMHF 9002, "General Plan Harpers
Ter=y to Sandy Hook" knovm as von Lindenberg's llap, traced
1692, scale 1% = 200', photostated copy, location of original
noe imown. :

ILLUSIRATION NO. 11
This detail of the map shows rallroad tumnel,

railroad lines, Government canal and C. & O. canal.






262.

'_Phii“ade:lphia , Pa., U. 8. Depariment of the Interior, National

Park Service, EODC; Map Number NMHF 9003, "3 & O R.R. iRin.

' Line District, Shenandoeh Division, Main Line, Plan showing

- Right of Way, Bu_lelngs and Tracks, Harpers rerr“ V. Va,
Office of Dist. Engr., M. of W. Bal imom, Md. Feb; wary 19,

'3,913, Scale 1" = 50”, reproduced uracmg, locablon of orig mal
no‘t lmowm.

g ILLUSI'RATIOI\) NO. 12

This is a detail of the map which shows the main

' -bridges and _several of the buildings 1_n..the ,aown_uown area,







© 262, Yashington, D. c. Natlonal A chﬂveo War Department Records,

" Record Group 153, Judcc Advocate General‘s Office Heservation
File, Viest Virglnlﬁ Harp »5 Ferry, "Plat of the two Palents
o Harnei w1th the llneu of conveyance to the Unitead States".

II.LUbI“?AI‘ION NO. 13
Photostatea copd of the plat of two of Rooert
:Harper's pancntn (see pp 6, 8 and 9 See 1100 under Tx ans—

c;xoed Document .tems-;, 5 agd ¢).
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Horpers rFerry, W. Va., Records et Harpers Ferr Hational

lonument, tracing NU-HE 2076 by Archie W. Frenzen of 1835
plat cf vager lovs.

ILLUSTRATION NO. 14
Photostat of tracing of original Veager plat of
1835 (Sec op 9 and 15). lote lots marked "old house! and

mewr house”.
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"PART B |
| pao'rocums




Gettysburg, Pa., Gettysburg National Military Park, from the William H, Tipton
collection, "0ld view of Harpers Ferry," n.d., enlargenent from one of a pair of s
steree negatives on glass,

PHOTOGRAPH NO, 1
This photograph shows the elovated.tracks of the railroad in the foreground
with the U, S, Armory buildings immediately behind. The building on the left is St.

Peter's Catholic Church, while the one on the right is the Episcopal Church.
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"Gott.ysbnrg, Pa., Gettysburg Nl.tional Military Park, fron the Willian H. Tipton col- a
T '1ect10n, n.d., photographur unlmom. o : o

o :_PHOTOGRAPH NO. 2

. The Bnited Stat.ea Armery a.nd Arsenal.» The_wi‘ew is 'éa"a't;wérd; t(ith 'Maryhnd- '

.~ Heights at the left. .







" Gettysburg, Pa. ’ Gettyaburg National Hihtary Park, from the Hilliam H. Tipton col- '
' lect.:.on, ned,, photographer unknom. _ _ _

PHOTOGRAPH Ko, 3
" View of the tom of. Harpers Ferry taken from uae haights of the south ba.uk

| of the ."Shenandoah. H. Se Lrnory buildmgs and railroad may be ‘seen on the right
hand pl.rt of the. photograph. : Architect A H. Fra.nzen dates the view some time
between 1884 and 1892. CL T R i R







. Gettysburg, Pa., Gettysburg National Military Park, from the William H. Tipton col-.

-lection, n.d., photographer unknown,

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 4 |
Shows entrance to U. S. Armory and some of the buildings, The building
in the left foreground is the famed “John Brown's Fort" (the fire engine house)

in its original position.
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L :Baltimre , Hd., Baltilore and Ohxo Railroad conpmy Libra.ry, n.d., photographer
unknoun. ' : ST . .

PHOTOGRAPH BO. | 5_ . _ . o _

| Th:.s photograph shows "John Brom's Fort" after its return fron the | |
World's columbin.n Expoution (1893) and before it.a renoval to Storer College -
campus. (1909). | T IR | Y
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phﬂ,adalphia, Pa.s U. S. Departuent of t.he Intenor, Natlonal Park Service, Eaatem
“ Office of Design and Conatruction, ‘photographic files, "Harpers Ferry Kational Momment >
" John Brown's Fort, Storer College,"_ EODC neg. noe 225, pho’tographer: C. E. Peterson,
August 1955. @ .

g _,-.PHGTOGRAPH NO- 6 . - L
This photograph showa "John Brown'a Fort" as it was placod on Storer Couege
canpus .'m 1909. Noto the new foundations. o ' | ‘ |

R







Balt:lnore, Hd., Baltmore and Ohio Rznlroad Conpany Li.brary, “The Pederal cup on
Boliva.r Heights, 1862, Fron a photograph," onginal source not knom. . :

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 7

This photograph shovs "Camp Hill“ during the Ciul War (see page 17 md

paze h‘?).




1HE FEDERAL CAMP ON BOLIVAR HTFIGHTS, 1862

Froan a4 plhaotegragaly



' Gettysburg, Pa. » _Gattysburg Natlonal Hi]itary Park, fron ‘the w:.llian H. Tip‘oon col-
lect.lon, n.d., photogmpher unknmm. _ _ .
Puowoawum,a S B | . |

_ View across the Shenandoah looking south. Jeftérs.on‘a“»ﬂock: 13 in the
foreground (see page. 9) The house" in the extreme upper left comer of the
phdbograph was the house of t.ho guerrilla Mobley. o
s P Py A &

P S






2The

Howells, John Mead, Lost Examples of Colenial Architecture,

New York, 1931, plate 51 /Unsigned note on National Park

Service print states Mincorrectly labeled.
is Harpers Ferry, W, Va.:7

PHOTOGRAPH NO, 9

Actually this
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Gettysburg, Pa., Gettysburg National Military Park, from

the William H. Tipton ¢ollection, n.d., photographer unknown.

PHOTOGRAPH NO, 10
View aloné Shenandoah Street, The Catholic Church .

is in the background,
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SOURCES NOT INVESTIGATED
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SOURCES. NOT INVESTIGATED

It must be stated here that much of the material

which would ordinarily be found in a search of this type
was apparently destroyed in a fire‘at the War Office on

Noverper 8, 1800.

If additional rescarch in the National Ax ChlVQD

ig contemplated, it 1s suggested that the followins sources

e examined:

RG 77--Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers
Stack 87

RG 107--Records of the Office of the Secretary of War
Stack 8Y (A few items in RG 107 were examined durlng
the research on this report)

RG 121--Records of the Public Bulldings Service

- Stack 18E (Records of the 1884 sale and elso

2 deed books)--A considerzble part of RG 121
was utilized in the preparation of this report.

RG 159--Records of the Offlce of the Inspector General
Stack 8w

Other-possible sourees inqlﬁde:
RG 50--Records of the Treasurer of the United States
RG 56--General Records ofvfhe Department of the Treasury
3G 74 - Records of thé Bureau of;Ordnance
RG 92--Records of the Office df the Juartermaster
General-(& few Items in RG 92 were exemined during

the research on this report)

RG 94~-Records of the Adjutant«General's Office

. RG 153--Records of the Judge Advocate General's Office

(A few items in RG 153 were examined during the re-
search on this report) -

~2
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7. RG 156--Records of the Office of the Chief of
Ordnance (A few items in RG 156 were cxamined
during the resecrch on this report)

8. RG 206--Records of the Solicitor of the Treasury

In order 1o providec a more complete picture of the

history, ceme additional items should be located such as: a

" copy of the Royal Grant given to Lord Fairfax for the Northern

-;Neck of Virginia; the patcnt fron the State of Virginia to

Israel Friend; vhe patenis from Lord Fairfax to Rotert Harper;

“map numbered 3950.3 (see Appendix, Part €, item 2) and the de-

" sign of an armory by BenjormiIn Iairobe.



