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Map of Point 5an Jose, 1877. Brooks-
Grisar house, circled, is located in the
lower left-hand corner of the post.

Introduction

This Historic Structure Report was prepared by the National Park Service
(NPS), Division of Cultural Resources and Museum Management (CRMM),
Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GOGA), with the assistance of the
Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy (Parks Conservancy), a designated
National Park Service cooperating association operating under the NPS Coop-
erating Associations Policies, Standards and Guidelines, NPS 32.

Preparation

The Historical Architect in charge of the report
was Jane Lehman {NPS-CRMM). The report
was co-produced by Jason Hagin of the Parks
Conservancy and Kristin Baron, Architectural
Historian (MPS-CRMM). John Martini, consult-
ing with the Parks Conservancy, conducted the
historical research,

Relevant Documents

The General Management Plan/Environmental
Analysis (GMP, September 1980} is the main
planning document for the Golden Gate Na-
tional Recreation Area. Other relevant docu-
ments that related to the planning for the Fort
Mason Officers Club include the Fort Mason
Historic Resource Study (draft, 1979) written by
Erwin Thompson and Special History Study: Fort
Mason, the Forgotten Crossroads (2004) written
by Rudy Evenson, Ph.D. The Crltural Landscape
Report for Fort Mason: Golden Gate National
Recreation Area (draft, 2003} written by the
Olmstead Center for Landscape Preservation,
was also an important resource document. The
National Register Nomination Form for the San
Francisco Port of Embarkation, US, Army (1980)
written by Erwin Thompson, provides important
background information,

Locally, there are four sources of primary re-
search materials: 1) The Historic Document Col-
lection of the Golden Gate National Recreation
Area, located at the Park Archives and Records
Center at the Presidio of San Francisco; 2) The
San Francisco Public Library; 3) the Bancroft Li-
brary at University of California, Berkeley; 4) San
Francisco Maritime National Historic Park. Out-
side of the Bay Area, the other areas for research
were 1) California Society of Pioneers in Sacra-
mento, California and 2) the Main branch of
Mational Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) located in Washingron, D.C. Specific
record groups at NARA include RG 77, Records
of the Corps of Engineers and RG 92, Records of
the Quartermaster General.

Executive Summary

The Fort Mason Officers Club contributes to the
Fort Mason Port of Embarkation National His-
toric Landmark.

In 1877, this wood-frame Italianate building

was constructed for General [rvin McDowell,
who commanded the Military Division of the
Pacific. Before the army had reclaimed this area
and renamed it Point San Jose, it was formerly
known as Black Point and was a neighborhood
of wealthy San Francisco intellectuals and busi-
ness men. From 1877 to 1943, this commanding
general's quarters was used as both as a resi-
dence for many important generals and the site
for important military functions. Over the years,
many important generals both lived and occa-
sionally worked our of this building. During the
1906 earthquake, General Funston commanded
the military's involvement for the earthquake
relief from this building. In 1943, the building
was converted to an officer’s club, providing
social and dining space, as well as short-term ac-
commodations. Over time, different army posts
or installations operated and managed the Of-
ficers Club; the club was finally closed in January
2003.

The National Park Service has prepared this
Historic Structure Report to both document and
provide treatment recommendations for this
important building, Primary and secondary his-
toric research has been conducted and historic
photographs have been analyzed to prepare the
building’s overall developmental history. Every
room in the building has been surveyed, to docu-
ment existing building features, assess historic
fabric and to quantify existing conditions. His-
toric floor plans have been analyzed to identify
changes to the building over time.

The historic core of the Fort Mason Officers
Club stands much today as it was when it was
originally constructed in 1877. The criginal his-
toric rooms on the 1* foor are the library, the
reception room, the parlor, the aide’s room (now
the women'’s restroom) and the conservatory.

Mational Park Serace T



The existing kitchen wing, constructed in 1960,
replaced the original kitchen wing that was part
of a pre-existing 1855 structure. The social hall
was constructed in 1948 and the dining room
was added on in 1960. The 2™ floor consists of
bedrooms and bathrooms and retains much of
the original historic building layout.

The Officers Club is listed on the List of Classi-

fied Structures (LCS) and its structure number is
FMOD01,

8 Fort Mason Officers Club Histone Structure Report



Quarters 1, circa 1900. Mote the

original wooden front doors and
immature vegetation in front of the

building. (GOGA 2316)

Statement of Significance

McDowell Hall at Fort Mason is one of San Francisco’s nearly forgotten histor-
ic treasures. Tucked away in a tree-shaded hillside overlooking Aquatic Park,
the building’s origins stretch back to the end of the Civil War when the U.S.
Army decided to seize and remodel a house on this location as the residence for
the senior Command General of the army’s vast Depariment of the Pacific.

Introduction

McDowell Hall’s history began in 1877, when the
modest house that was originally on this site was
moved and a luxurious Italianate residence was
built in its place - a structure more befitting the
rank of the general residing there. It would also
provide a symbol of the government's authority
in the west when the general entertained visiting
local and foreign statesmen. Between 1865 and
1943 virtually every significant general officer in
the western states lived at the house including
such famous (and infamous) personages as Irvin
McDowell, Nelson Miles, Arthur MacArthur,
Frederick Funston, and John DeWitt. In its role
as the Commanding General's residence, the
house was also the site of visits by numerous
foreign and local dignitaries including military
figures and at least two Presidents of the United
States.

In 1943 the general’s house was converted into
an “open mess” for officers assigned to the San
Francisco Port of Embarkation at Fort Mason
and Oakland Army Terminal. For the next six
decades it served an ever-expanding role as a
dining facility and transient housing for active
duty and retired military personnel, earning the
reputation as one of the Army"s most historic
and scenic officers clubs. The Fort Mason club
was so popular that even after the closure of the
Oakland Army Terminal, the club continued to
operate under the sponsorship of the faraway
Presidio of Monterey. When the Fort Mason
Officers Club finally closed in January 2003, its
passing was mourned by military and civilians
alike who had come to appreciate the structure’s
views, history, ambience, and important role in
California and American history.

Natonal Park Sernce 9



The Spaniards called the
the peninsula “Punta

de San Jose,” but Yan-
kee settlers nicknamed
the area “Black Point”
for the dark vegetation
growing there that set
the point apart from

the surrounding sand
dunes.

View of Fort Mason from Aquatic
Park, circa 1890, Quarters 1, circled,
is just visible, between the trees, to
the right of the smoke stack. (SAFR-
A11332pl)
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Over the years the residence experienced some
modification and modernization, but its front
facade and primary interior spaces remain rela-
tively unchanged, so that the core building pos-
sesses considerable historical integrity today. It
probably housed more illustrious residents than
any other single house in San Francisco. Two
Presidents of the United States were entertained
there, Ulysses 5. Grant in 1879 and Rutherford B.
Hayes in 1880.

Gold Rush and Civil War

On November 6, 1850, President Millard Fill-
more used his executive powers to set aside large
tracts of land surrounding San Francisco Bay for
eventual use as fortification sites and naval facili-
ties. Included in this execurive order was a small
area at the northern tip of the San Francisco
peninsula that Spaniards called “Punta de 5an
Jose,” but nicknamed *Black Point™ by Yankee
settlers for the dark vegetation growing there
that set the point apart from the surrounding
sand dunes.

Although President Millard Fillmore had set
aside the land as a military reservation, confusion
grew among local civilian authorities over exactly
what areas were indeed government lands. The
army had no troops available to occupy Point
San Jose, so numerous squatters laid claim to

the area in the years that followed and the small
army garrison at the Presidio of San Francisco
was unsuccessful in repeated efforts to drive
them off. Between 1850 and 1863, the Black Point
area developed into an early suburb of San Fran-
cisco and some of the city's most distinguished
citizens lived there, including merchants, bank-
ers, politicians, and the renowned army explorer
and adventurer John C. Fremont.

It was not until late 1863 when, pressed by the
threat of Confederate naval attack on San Fran-
cisco during the Civil War, that the army finally
occupied this military reservation and con-
structed artillery batteries at the tip of the point.
Southeast of these batteries and in the heart

of the reservation stood six private residences
erected and occupied by squatters in the preced-
ing years. Between 1863 and 1865, the army suc-
ceeded in evicting the squatters and seizing the
six structures, three of which it turned into offi-
cers’ quarters and three of which it demolished.

George Brooks, editor of the pioneer newspaper
Golden Era, around 1855, had built the sixth and
southernmost private residence on Black Point. It
was a rambling 1-1/2 story wood frame structure
with both 5tick and Queen Anne style elements,
which in ensuing years passed through several
owners to a wool merchant named Emil Grisar,
For a brief period in 1864-1863, Grisar leased
the house to an army surgeon likely assigned to
the new Point San Jose Military Reservation.

On August 30, 1863, Major General Henry W
Halleck of Civil War fame arrived in 5an Fran-
cisco and took command of the newly formed
Military Division of the Pacific - an enormous
administrative area that encompassed roughly
all US. lands west of the Rocky Mountains. The
official residence for a general of such high rank
and responsibility would normally have been

the Presidio of San Francisco, which was located
about three miles west of Division Headquarters
in commercial building downtown. General Hal-
leck, however, considered the Presidio too far

a commute in that horse and buggy era and the
army subsequently seized Grisar’s house at Point
San Jose and remodeled it for the general’s new
residence. During the remodeling, the house was




Entry gate to Quarters 1, circa 1907,
The bronze cannon serving as a fend-
er post dates from the 18th century.
It is now on display at the Presidio of
San Francisco. (HABS)

View of Fort Mason and the city be-
yond following the 1906 earthquake
and fire. Quarters 1 is in the lower
lefthand corner of the photo, 1209,
(GOGA-TASC)

reportedly extensively repaired and enlarged. In
November 1865 Halleck moved in.

This original residence, referred to hereafter

as the Brooks-Grisar House, was subsequently
occupied up through 1877 by Major General
George H. Thomas, Major General John M.
Schofield and Brigadier General E.E.5. Canby,
and Major General Irwin McDowell, all of Civil
War fame.

Indian Wars Through World War Il

In 1876, U.S. Army General Irvin McDowell,
who had commanded the Army’s “Department
of the Pacific” in the mid-1860s, returned to

San Francisco to command the newly organized
“Division of the Pacific” McDowell decided he
needed a newer and larger house, one that pro-
vided a better place for his official and semi-offi-
cial entertainment of visiting dignitaries and San
Francisco society. On July 7, 1877 the Daily Alta
California newspaper reported the construction
of a new residence for the Commanding General
at the Post of Point San Jose.

An army inspection report of 1879 recorded that
the main portion of the Brooks-Grisar house was
moved a short distance to the north and an en-
tirely new residence of Italianate style had been
built adjacent to the 1850s structure’s location.
This new residence was oriented with its primary
facade west towards the Presidio rather than fac-
ing east over the bay as the Brooks-Grisar resi-
dence had. During the new construction, a small
wing from the 1850s house containing a kitchen
and servants’ bedrooms was likely retained and
incorporated into the [talianate residence. This
new structure became Quarters #1, Point San
Jose Military Reservation.

The old Brooks-Grisar house, remodeled and
enlarged at its new site, was officially designated

Quarters 2. It served for many years as the resi-
dence for the commanding officer of the Point
San Jose post, which the army officially renamed
Fort Mason in 1882, and later as the residence of
the Commanding Officer of the San Francisco
Port of Embarkation.

The first occupant of the new commanding
general’s residence was, naturally, Major General
[rwin McDowell. As historians Thompson and
Chappell summarized it, the structure would
become the official residence for an astounding
parade of military luminaries over the next sev-
eral decades:

During the ensuing sixty-six years the residence
housed one colonel and forty-four general of-
ficers, including sixteen brigadiers, twenty-five
major generals, and four lieutenant gener-

als; among them were four officers who each
served two different tours there, and two of
them served in different ranks. Many of them
are obscure today, but among them were men
famous in the Civil War (Irvin McDowell, John
Schofield, Pope. 0.0 Howard, Nelson Miles and
Gibbon), the later western Indian wars (again
Pope, Howard, Miles and Gibbon, as well as
Forsyth, William Shafter, Merriam and Maus),
the Spanish-American War (Shafter), the Philip-
pine Insurrection (Frederick Funston and Arthur
MacArthur, father of Douglas), and World War
I (Hines and Hunter Liggett), as well as officers
of note in exploration and army modernization
such as Adolphus W, Greely of Arctic fame. Even
Douglas MacArthur lived there briefly as a major
general in 1930. 1

Fire and Earthquake

The earthquake and great fire of 1906 did little
damage to the Commanding General’s house.
The building was quickly pressed into service as
the army’s emergency headquarters for firefight-
ing and relief activities in the aftermath of the di-
saster. The divisional commander, General Adol-
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Application of National Register Criteria of Evaluation

MeDowell Hall has two periods of significance: First as a residence for the
army’s senior commanding general in the west (1877-1944), and second, as an
officers club for the Port of Embarkation during World War II and the Korean

War (1944-1953).

“Period of significance” means the span of time
in which structures have attained the signifi-
cance for which they meet the National Register
criteria. The National Register is the nation’s
inventory of historic places and the national
repository of documentation on the variety of
historic property types, significance, abundance,
condition, ownership, needs and other informa-
tion. To qualify for the National Register, a prop-
erty must be significant; that is, it must represent
a significant part of the history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, or culture of an area,
and it must have the characteristics that make it a
good representative of properties associated with
that aspect of the past.

The Officers Club is a contributing element to
the Fort Mason Historic District, which is on the
Mational Register. The Officers Club, while not
currently individually listed on the National Reg-
ister, may be eligible for individual listing in the
future. In accordance with the National Register,
the historic context may relate to one of the fol-
lowing criteria:

McDowell Hall is considered to have significance
to the Mational Register under Criteria A, B and
C in the areas of Architecture, Military History,
Politics/Government and Social History. This
significance is primarily due to the structure’s
long-term association with the army’s role in the
history of the western United States, and in irs
social relevance to the history of San Francisco
in particular.

Criterion A: Events

Social History, Military History. Politics/Govern-
ment. National Level of Significance.

MecDowell Hall is associated with two nation-
ally significant events: The westward and Pacific
expansions of the United States during the late
19" and early 20™ centuries; and the 1906 San
Francisco earthquake and fire and the army’s as-
sociated relief efforts following the disaster.

During the last half of the 19* century the United
States continued its westward expansion, in-
creasingly bringing settlers into often-hostile
contact with native peoples. Maintaining order
in the western territories came under the ju-
risdiction of the US. Army, and during the era
designated the “[ndian Wars,” American soldiers
were put in the untenable positions of protect-
ing both tribal and setters’ rights. Violence

was commoaon, and the army mounted frequent
campaigns to force nomadic tribes onto newly
established reservations, track down raiding par-
ties, or enforce other government policies. The
importance of the western military during this
period was overwhelming, and the authority of
the commanders of the Department of the Pa-
cific and successor commands was far-flung. The
generals who commanded most of the army’s
western troops and who ordered many of the
campaigns against Native Americans resided in
(Juarters 1 at Fort Mason, and their decisions
had far-reaching impacts on America’s history.

National Register Criteria

Criterion A: Event - Properties can be eligible for the National Register if they are associated with
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

Criterion B: Person - Properties may be eligible for the National Register if they are associated with

the lives of persons significant in our past.

Criterion C: Design/Construction - Properties may be eligible for the National Register if they em-
body the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the
work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguish-
able entity whose components may lack individual distinction.

Criterion D: Information Potential - Properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have
yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

National Park Service 15



Beginning in 1898 America underwent another
expansionist era, this time directed overseas,
when the U.S, went to war with Spain and at

its conclusion ended up with an “American
Empire” Newly won territories in the Pacific in-
cluded the Philippine Islands, Guam, parts of the
Marianas Islands, and Hawaii. For several years,
U.S. Army forces occupying parts of territories
were under direct command of the generals re-
siding at Fort Mason,

Following the devastating San Francisco earth-
quake and fire of April 18, 1906, Acting Divi-
sion Commander General Frederick Funston
established an emergency command post in
Quarters 1, and for nine days he and General
Adolphus Greeley (the actual Commander of the
Pacific Division) directed the army’s firefighting,
evacuation, rescue and relief activities from the
building, On April 27™, command responsibili-
ties were moved to the Presidio when Quarters 1
became too crowded. Many of Funston's actions
later came under severe scrutiny because of the
extreme uses of military force he authorized dur-
ing the emergency. These included using armed
soldiers for crowd control, forced evacuations
of civilians, dynamiting buildings to prevent the
fires’ spread, and together with the mayor, issu-
ing shoot-to-kill orders against looters. Although
martial law was not announced, it was consid-
ered by many to be a de facto situation.

A gentleman, who has a child had accompanied
his father to Quarters 1 during this hecric period
following the earthquake, later identified the first
floor library as the room used by Funston as his
inidal headquarters. The army and California
Historical Society later designated it “The Fun-
ston Room.™

Criterion B: Persons.

Secial History, Military History. Politics/Govern-
ment. National Level of Significance.

Although McDowell Hall is associated with nu-
merous high-ranking military personages it has
significance for its association with three military
officers who carried out nationally significant ac-
tions while working or residing in the structure

L. General Frederick Funston, Military. Politics/
Government. Social History. As described above,
Funston's actions in directing emergency military
activities [ollowing the 1906 earthquake have na-
tional significance to the role of the government's
response to civilian crisis as well as significance
for the army’s relief activities for civilians follow-
ing a natural disaster. Although not actually the
occupant of Quarters 1 ar the time of the disaster,

16 Fort Mason Qfficers Club Historic Struciure Report

Funston moved in on the night of April 18 and
directed these important actions from its first
floor library/foffice,

2. General Adolphus Greeley. Military. Soctal
History. Greeley shares with Funston the signifi-
cance associated with the US. Army's 1906 relief
efforts since he was officially the Department
Commander and resident of Quarters 1 at the
time of the earthquake. Out of town on the actu-
al day of the disaster, Greeley quickly returned to
assume command. At the emergency headquar-
ters at Fort Mason and the Presidio, he set up
military command districts within the city and
continued to direct emergency army aid activities
which included distributing food, clothing, water
and other supplies; constructing tent camps for
refugees; and establishing medical and sanita-
tion services. Working closely with city officials,
General Greeley directed military relief activities
for many months following the actual fire and
earthquake. Greeley was in residence at Quarters
1 during this period of significant action,

3. General John ]. DeWitt. Military. Politics/
Govermmnent, Social History. At the start of World
War I1, General DeWitt commanded both the
U.S. Army’s 9" Corps Area and also the 4* Army.
General DeWitt was also intensely suspicious of
the loyalty and possibly seditious actions of Japa-
nese nationals and Japanese-American citizens
living on the West Coast. Shortly after Pearl Har-
bor he began planning the internment of these
peaple. In spring 1942 he began enthusiastically
carrying out this policy under Executive Order
9066, an action that has been called one of “the
worst abuses of civil liberries in the history of the
United States.” He was head of Western Defense
Command when a Japanese submarine shelled a
military depot at Fort Stevens, Oregon, June 22,
1942, It was the first attack by a foreign power on
a continental US. military installation since the
War of 1812, Lt. Gen. DeWit also commanded
Operation Landgrab, the 1943 military battle that
stopped the Japanese invasion of Alaska's Aleu-
tian Izslands. De¥Witt was in residence at Quarters
I during this period of significant action,



Criterion C: Design-Construction. (Endnotes)
I James Sullivan research notes on Fort Mason

Architecture. State level of Significance. and 1906 disaster, Chapter X1, “The 1906
Earthquake and Fire: The Army Comes to the

McDowell Hall’s exterior architecture and in- City"s Assistance,” Box 4, folder 2, “Sullivan

terior treatments reflect its governmental func- Papers”, GOGA 32475, PARC, GOGA.

tions in several ways. Designed in a restrained
Italianate style, the exterior reflects the prevailing
tastes among upper class US. citizenry of the era.
Constructed of wood instead of masonry, as was
typical on the eastern seaboard, the structure rep-
resents a local California adaptation of a popular
American architectural style of the 1870s.

Inside, important first floor public rooms such as
the reception hall, fover, parlor and library show

a high degree of finish and detail typical of an up-
per-class residence of the era, and were meant to
reflect the position and authority of the command-
ing generals. Interior details such as carved wood
grills {fretwork), marhle fireplaces, sliding pocket
doors, grand staircase and extensive wood trim

all evoke the original design and purpose of the
spaces, i.e., the entertainment of visiting dignitar-
ies. Upstairs, original bedroom and hall layouts
are mostly intact and the spaces maintain their
historic character, albeit upgraded. The primary
fagade on the west side is especially well preserved
and appears virtually unchanged since 1877, even
retaining its original circular carriage way and
wooden porte-cochere where visiting dignitaries
were greeted,

Following its completion in 1877, McDowell Hall
was repeatedly modernized and upgraded to meet
the demands of high-ranking military officers who
resided there. After 1943, the original structure
was enlarged and remodeled to fulfill its roles as
Officers Club and military guest housing. Many of
the former alterations illustrate changing tastes in
interior décor and reflect the desire of its residents
o project an image of contemporary style and el-
egance. Its alterations for use as an Officers Club,
such as a construction of a bar in the basement
and the addition of a ballroom on the southeast
corner, equally reflect the important evolving use
of the building during the Port of Embarkation
era. Interior-remodeling efforts continued up until
the closing of the Officers Club in 2002, primarily
on the second floor, but the core of the 19" cen-
tury residence remains primarily unaltered.

McDowell Hall is a significant example of late
19" century San Francisco freestanding Italianate
architecture, Its non-historic additions do not
greatly detract from the experience of the historic
building at the core, especially where primary
fagade is concerned, and viewed overall it ranks
among the most historic buildings in San Fran-
cisco,
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1868 Survey Map. Brooks-Grisar
House is circled.
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Frgore 1 - Bk Bond, vorddad, omon
1860, (Bancroft Liboany Graved)

Quarters 1 Developmental History

The site of today's Guarters #1 was originally the location of one of the many
so-called squatters' residences builr ar Black Point int the 18505, How it camie to
become the official residence of the highest-ranking U.5. Army officer in the west
needs some background and explanation,

Gald Mush Era

On vavember 6, 1850, President Millard Fill-
more ssued an exsntive ordon reserving “For
Mubli: Purpomses™ several lnnge sracts tn and
around e Cloy of San Francsco The wording
Of e execlitivie drder muy séean obligoe, bt

I mevely ropeated earlier Mexican el grant
sHpulitiont that the government might reclaim
privarsly owned Bode whien needed Jor pubill
works ol omsdern lerm, "entinent Qosam®
projects. In Fillmore® prociamation the intent
wats bo rescrve the Limidds for midlitary tives, 2nd the
reservations il suoh areas as e (dlamds in
thie b, the Presdio md the Mann Headlands
Amoug these parcels was an gres g the tp of
Ponrit Smn Jos= on the Gy's northem waterfront,
described g the area encompassesd by an are
with w radius of 800 yvards Indin the tipal thie
it Thie gervermiment's intenl was 1o laeify e
ares a3 bach up to Yooty o1 the nirrows of the
hashar eimrance

Dot Poim San Jose a millury reservation
wits ome i, bt keeping i from being setthed
by crvillens wiss another, In e confused eal
cstafe market of Gold Rush-em 3an Fruncison,
SquUBTGers Quickly rmeve:d on W e reservanoan
anil Uﬂi_i-':l!: eroCing provate residences < same of

them ignorant of the militare™ claim and mamy
of et willfally fwstile o o Thce army repeats
rdly 1ried 1o evics the squorners: by earing down
thedr fences and shelters, but the civifians olwavs
rotirriid and pctuaily Wied suit against thie gov-
ernment Years Wer, General [ryin MeDowell
summarized the experiences of then-Captaln
Ernsrnus D, Keves an one suah expedition

Carmbiinations of land-grabibers and Gnd Jume-
Bt 50 Waracced MR officer that hE viate in de
span thal ha coukd not protecd the goissrmiment
property and i ang of hid ferters repores. ' They
hidve =aired Grl Fadnt-San fose and have it
COMEIte Dossession

Belore long. the City of San Francisco began
I taxes on the residences on Point San Jpee
(o Black Point as 1 was paopiibardy Koowi), tids
.b',i'l.'il'll‘gI ll.‘p.il rreelirte oy the "'!:|l.r..1'|.'!.|.'rk’ righll-"
clillms of the eccupents By the middle 1850«
private vesldienres both farge and sl dobed
the paint, mury of them erectad by well-o-do
banking and mercantlle figures In the young city.
e finvest of these howses were lomted along the
shettered eastem odge of the Bl nnd enjoyed
spectacilar views over the sheltered cove now
known as Aguane Tarke By the eve of the Civil
War, its prominent oeenpames moluded .5, Army
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Figuie & - lack Poinn i T 1w
Ing muatters resigancea. The serlla:
TR5S Lasileding, wiizh was demolivimd
im VETT to meka way for the cument
Quarters 1, Lo bden i fied as baliding
5. (PARC-GOGA 78-c-35)

explorsr and (rontier man fahit C Premont
and s wile, Jossie Bénton Fromont, wha olten
atitwrtnined nomhle fgures ol the e ot thedr
penttage o) e nistrh el of the paing known as
--I}.lll l.!"., L E -:-.‘;"-!.4!-‘ -

e most spacious home ot Black Point was |
cuted it the southerly end of the row of private
VeSS O I ppTORTmate IoCanon ocopied
toduy by Quarters-| (see fligure 21, Originally con
stnicted aroumd 1855, it was 3 rambime structure
with brick and Queen Anne style decorafive sl
ments. with o gable-roofed DS smry tall cantril
purtiian gl severdl single-story ddditlond. james
Browska, the oditor of the newspaper Gelden Ers
Bagitr e hones anid Jived i 0 Gof a tlme. Hee lazer
cold the bonase 1 the banking fem of Haskell
arvd Ciympury, wha (6 timm sold it to Mr Charles
Contek ol Patmer, Cook and Company, another
bonking frm. I last owner wis M- Emil Grsar,
3wl e hane, who Bought the housea near
the smart ot the Civil War, Phorographs of Black
Polar talien i e carly 1608 shiow The Grisa
hivizse fo be mlarge, pable ended house with o
porely aliong Lbs shss [icade overloobdng the by,
Wlelh srmall wiliges oo its pesy by and wenehy sldes,
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atvd an ungainly wooden addition on it west side
i gway from the view, (See figures | & 2)

Civil War Era

In 1863 the TS Avmy decided thar Black Poun
b become crincal 10 the defense of San Fran-
cisco Bay. The army Bad long @nvisioned o tem
oty Battery of Point San Jose, siliated so dhid
(55 gurns would inrersect with cannon on Aloatrez
and provide a chossfre covering the southam
channe] betwern the ishmd and the ciry water
st The eealities of Civll War now mace this
bartery intperative, and the civilim residets of
Black Point wnd therr buoolic lifestytes wonld
have (o give way,

A6 g on Oiober 3, 1863, Gencral George
Wright received o telegrom from tha War 4
parmment “The Sectetury of War direots
vou take militsry possesiion of Poidf San Jose”
It said, "unl ereey th battery proposed for it
defense The question of ownership will b de-
termined Lines "™

A tew days later o company of the 9th Infantry
wii widered o' Point San Jose to rake and hold



Flgurs 3 - This 1R63 phaty af the
emigirtal Cormranding Graoerais oo
shovry decarotive elements such de
mirhamgng saves aith expasel
mfter onds and the 3 carved woodan
spire AL the rools rdoy sdoe  (Ran.
cogle Libwary)

milisary pleasssion of sush bangd as necessary top
e el tivm of butteeles, Admast nnediseely
complitint were hemd [rom ocompants The first
was that the saltlers hod destoyes) some shrub
Bery

strubbery redoval was not the least of the Army
elfortz: howeveer, The private houses wete com-
mianddigeried Tor olflicers” resitencs and thosi in
theway ol the engineees’ plans were reminwed

or Jeveled The Fremont's "Parfers Lodie" was
rared, emching o asains of legal Slisputes thn
wient g far &% the United States Supreme Court.

M G was il o ritaroe peesso foea witilie
pid seems 0 have retalined B ownershdp dur-
ing the 1nitial Query of army occupaton, pos
sty Decauss the Big House (es i was dubbed)
loy arthe appasitoend ol the post trom the gun
ey ebice itk @i ol of e wiy of dellitiy
cutminuction [y contrast, thie remont ibuse a1
direitly oft the site of the g battery and was
demolished almewt inunediately

I 1864 Corisar lepseed the Big Hiowss 1o Ur, Ten
Brocch, whio ws (destificd as 8 “Surgeorn, LS
Army Madhical Furyoyor”™ s was likély asignad
tothe new srmy post, He only lived an the house
o & viar; hough., before both he and Grsar
were evicted snd the house rransformed into o
nuliltnry reshdistoe.

Oy August 30 1263, Majar General Henry
HadlolV grelved (0 San Francisod and sssumed

command of the army"s neywly formed Millrars
Diwchdesey al b Pacifie. Flalleck mainlaired of-
Hees in divomtown San Franciseo, Bl be balkaed
at the ldes of establishing his officlal residence
thie Presadio, which would lave been appoupriats
BINiTe 1t WAS. the principal army postan Calitormin
Tnssead, 1o save humsel! tie Tong dadly woagon ride
ovier Hhie duones to Tus dewntoawr idloe TTileck
discldied tei makea his homo of Do Sain Jiase

On Seprember 15, the army <efzed Emil O s s
Pueabiee anng) ey gl jacenyt vl B Uie use of
Elallacke aml bis alibem, anud (s resideme (inglug-
i D Broecky wers evicoed, Extendlvie repulis
and adiditione were quitckly carrled ot ond Gene-
emil Halleck ok i resddence in November.

The bugldmy continued] 10 sorvie a3 the come-
munding gemoral's residence until 1877 [rwis
oeeupied D sulceszion by Halleck, Maj Gen
Cleoge H Thormas, M|, G Jobn M. Scho-
ke, Brig Gen, I RS Canby, and 8|, Gen
trvin MeDowell, Ly his unpulbiished Mstory of
Fart Musan, rksvorian Erwin Thompseomn de-

sz ibed Nl at tive s fors shordy alter the Gl
War when the generil first ook ip residence

the enlisteel men sgmed 7o Thepost must
Fiie fsisril the geawal presance fiping i
jesndere was & Niud Gf San Fanenens il
Iiffe Vitinars 3nd parties wers regullr Sccyrene
2l The aritfiarempn fifed 4aliisas oy .:ﬁ.gr‘.rhr.m-:
SO AN snEn ifaniry SeNLinals Shood Qure at
the cartiage gntrance. IF the gost was ke somp
orher headknarmeis ponr prvates probabiy
fownd thamueives faxineg care oF foweriueds




Figuve 4 - Suibes of Eadweasd Muy
bridge photos showing the Cam-
immrredinng Senpral's boise a0 Black
Point, 1863 Nate the prvate pler

fn phee deswre dhghil finags, swach wis
used by vihiting dignianes [Banceaty
Librrary)

A seviiss ol plintograph ke thont this dme by
the phomgeapher Eadweard Muybridge show
the Commanding General's linuse 1 s detil,
surmmimuded by lush lwns, manlioured gardens
v eerdamr flowerbeds L some of the views, o
saatl] piet and boathouse for the geneml’s private
tosar v wrsthidts at thee font of the hiofts jus porh

ol his residence. This pier served several func-
tions: it provided & ploce where visaing naval
digmitaries conid lond or the pomrwhen visiing
the getenil, It finctloned &8 o stopping place [
RovErAment stihintars plyig the bay Betwoe
various mrmy poats snd I served b 4 conveniens
skirprping place foe civillans arriving w PolutSan
Jose whio found travel by bout tners convenient
than takiang a cirniage over the inys unpaved
sireets (bes fignes I &4

An ey w the V8T Qrtbine Descripaon of Mili-
zary st ror Patnt San Jose painted # rather
more dismal picture of the other oflicers’ quar-
bebs ot thie fovk

Mese are fowy ynldings uteet ad affiters” guar.
e They are all frame, weather boarded, with
shimgie roofs Three are isthed and plasteved,
arpd iy rpeed corehifawy the attsr phred weth
boands keaks bodly and the nmber & rothv
AR GO Vedy 0 Y oS 5o mumh S0 that
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fie Dikiiefing ey settied resdly ane foof ob gre
sitee Al Hiese Bulliings were wrectad by citixen
hafore the Goveriment ook passeseior. dng a2
B eme pven Turiber svis DO scace ard figh i
pces se that the materal of whah they were
ronstructed was of very mnfercn guality, The
Putlings that-are now m geod cordibon fave
been Altnost entirely reconatiucied by rhe Gov-
st The Lvssst el Dest of fess oudmess
ave acrusied by the Depurtment Comyviand=

The expased geography of Poknt Sem Jrse seems
forhawviet cavsed prablems for the Gificers and
soldlers from the sarllist days, and by 1876 re-
cords show that extersr fences anid Littioes
were Peing erected around the post bulldings
and that roops were involved with seedm die
reservalion with Tupione and Barey inan effort 1o
leeetpy the blowing sand in chock " One the lirgest
of thess lences sureounded the gerieral’s ouse,
providling privecy fir [ ovcupents a8 well o
peestection e the wirnd and grie



I —
It would seem as if
Nature determined to
isolate this most beauti-
ful spot (Black Point) by
constantly shifting the
sand surrounding the
Promontory, covering
up roads in the course of
a single night, compel-
ling the inhabitants to
wade through the deep
sand-banks, formed,
perhaps, in twelve hours
time,

Indian Wars Era & New Construction

In 1876, General Irvin McDowell, who had ear-
lier commanded both the Depart of the Pacific
and the Department of California, returned

to San Francisco to assume command of the
Military Division of the Pacific. Like most of his
predecessors, he set up residence in the former
Grisar house at Point San Jose. At that time

the grounds arcund his and the other officers’
residences were considered a place of beauty by
city residents, but the majority of the post was
still untamed dunes and scrub. McDowell was
determined to beautify Point San Jose, and also
to create a grander residence for himself and
subsequent commanders than the aging and
oft-remodeled Grisar house. Tb meet this goal,
he ordered the existing structure moved to the
north and a more dignified residence built on its
approximate location.”

Little has been discovered regarding the early
planning and construction of the new general’s
residence, but a newspaper reporter visiting the
site in summer 1877 gave a description of the
general’s efforts to tame the landscape and the
new edifice he was erecting as his official resi-
dence:

One of the prettiest and most romantic spots
around the Bay of San Francisco is that neck of
land called Black Point.... It would seem as if
Nature determined to isolate this most beauti-
ful spot {Black Paint) by constantly shifting the
sand surrounding the promaontory, covering ug
roads in the course of a single night, compelling
the inhabitants to wade through the deep sand-
banks, formed, perhaps, in twelve hours time.
This constant making of new roads, and the
probability of the sand infringing upon the land
devoted to the purpose of the garrison itself,
induced Major-General McDowell to make an
examination as to how the shifting sands would
be stayed and the barren desert converted into
a pleasant lawn. ... As soon as the sand is com-
pletely conquered and the lupine has attained

a reasonable hold, the area will be lafd off as a
Government park.,

Among the buildings in the course of construc-
tion at the Point, is 3 fine structure for the
Major-General commanding the Divisian of the
Pacific, who will take up residence there, where
he can entertain satisfactorily Officers of foreign
fleets can have their boats brought to the wharf
at the foot of the Reservation, whence they as-
cend by a romantic winding path to the plateau
where the house forms the center of a lovely
picture. The roads from Van Ness and Larkin
Street will give easy approach to the guests from
the city proper.®

The new structure was designed from the start
as a place for entertaining dignitaries, and its

architecture and floor plan reflected the prestige
due the highest-ranking army officer in the west.
Dresigned in the then-popular Italianate style, the
general’s new house differed immediately from
its predecessor not only in architecture but also
in layout. Unlike the old Grisar house, which
had been oriented to the east to maximize views
over the bay, McDowell ordered the new resi-
dence built so that its primary facade faced west
towards the post and the carriageway leading to
the site,

The main portion of the new house was roughly
rectangular in floor plan, with “public rooms”
for entertaining and dining on the first floor and
bedrooms for the family and their guests on the
second. A short wing on the south fagade housed
the general’s office and library, while a larger
wing on the north side housed the kitchen, laun-
dry and servants’ quarters. {This latter wing was
actually a holdover from the old Grisar house
that had been incorporated into the new struc-
ture.}”

MeDowell's new house was definitely meant to
impress. Upon arriving ar the main entrance,

a visitor first encountered an expansive porte
cochere over the front doorway and extending
the width of the carriageway. When entering
the house, visitors would first pass through a
short vestibule and then enter the Reception
Hall, a 23'x26" room with 14" ceilings and a large
fireplace dominating the far wall. To the right, a
grand staircase led to the sleeping quarters up-
stairs, and beneath the stairs a short hall led to
the general's office. To the left, another doorway
opened onto the formal dining room and a pas-
sage led to the servant's area and kitchen wing,.
Flanking the fireplace in the Reception Hall were
two sets of 107 tall double doors that opened on
to the slightly smaller Drawing Room, a space
designed for more intimate entertaining and
provided with its own fireplace. From the Draw-
ing Room, a pair of sliding pocket doors opened
onto the general’s Conservarory, a glass-enclosed
sun porch facing east and overlooking the bay
and city waterfront. (See figures 6 & 7)

Based on early Quartermaster reports and repair
requests found in the National Archives, it ap-
pears the interior design was a reflection of the
mid-Victorian era, with polished wood floors
and dark wood trim in the main downstairs
rooms and painted floors and woodwork in

the bedrooms and servants’ areas. Walls were
papered in most rooms, and the ceilings either
painted or “calcimined” In keeping with the
availabiliry of California building marerials, most
of the construction was redwood.
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The new Quarters 1/
Commanding General’s
residence was totally

a product of 1877 con-
struction, but with the
incorporation of the old
Grisar kitchen and ser-
vants’ wing. The former
Grisar house, reoriented
to face north and greatly
remodeled, survives
today as Quarters 2 at
Fort Mason.

Initially, the house appears to have been heated
solely by fireplaces and lit with kerosene, since
gas was not introduced for several years. Fresh
water came from a pair of tanks located on the
slight rise between Quarters | and Quarters 2,
and sewage drained directly into the bay."™

At this point, a bit of Fort Mason mythology
seems to have evolved. As mentioned previously,
in the course of constructing the general’s Ttali-
anate residence the old Grisar House was moved
from its former location and relocated approxi-
mately 250 feet to the north. [t was eventually
remodeled to serve as the residence of the com-
manding officer of Point San Jose. During the
construction of the new general’s house, the Gri-
sar kitchen and servants wing were retained on
site, moved slightly and set on new foundations
to serve the same function for the new house,

However, nearly as soon as the new general’s
residence was completed, the story evolved that
it sat directly atop the foundations of the former
Girisar house. By some accounts, the house was
just a remodeling of the 1850s residence. On-site
investigations and comparisons of historic maps,
though, indicate the Grisar structure was actually
located slightly northeast of today’s Quarters 1,
and there is no indication that any of its founda-
tions were incorporated into the 1877 building,
The new Quarters 1/Commanding General’s
residence was totally a product of 1877 construc-
tion, but with the incorporation of the old Grisar
kitchen and servants’ wing. The former Grisar
house, reoriented to face north and greatly re-
modeled, survives today as Quarters 2 at Fort
Mason,

In 1879, Captain Joseph Campbell, who was

post commander of Point San Jose at the time,
provided the earliest detailed description of the
Commanding General’s house in his entry for
that year's annual Outline Descriptions of Military
Posts:

Buildings. Quarters of the Division Commander
= No. 1. These quarters were erected in 1877
and occupy nearly the site of the old quarters
for the commanding officer. The main portion
of this latter building [i.e., the Grisar house] was
moved about 80 yards to the north and repaired
inta a set of quarters for the post commander,
A wing (guests’ chamber) and the kitchen were
retained on the site and form part of the pres-
ent Division Commander’s quarters. The main
part of the building which is new is 72° x 34°
with a square projection on the northeast side
26" x 30", This newv part is two stories high.

The guests” chamber (20° x 23°) projects from
the south-east end. The kitchen, laundry efc,
stands at the north-west corner. The foundation
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of the main building is a stone wall with brick
coping, giving a large cellar.

The old stables on the premises was moved
about forty yards to the south-gast of the pres-
ent quarters, a small wing of the ofd house was
moved to it and a carriage shed built on.”!

The captain’s mention of a “guests’ chamber™
being retained from the old Grisar house is per-
plexing to modern researchers. The dimensions
and location of the chamber clearly match the
present Funston Room, but the dimensions of
the Funston Room do not correspond with any
of the rooms in the 1871 floor plan of the Grisar
house, nor does an inspection of the Funston
Room's construction indicate it was ever part

of an earlier structure. By contrast, the kitchen
and servants’ wing matches nearly exactly the
corresponding wing of the Grisar house, At the
risk of casting aspersions on Captain Campbell’s
accuracy, it's possible that part of his 1879 report
was inaccurate,

Later that same year, Gen. McDowell had an op-
portunity to show off his grand new residence
during the visit of former President Ulysses S.
Grant. As part of Grant’s visit to San Francisco
that summer, the Civil War hero was treated to
whirlwind tour of the Bay Area and a seemingly
endless series of receptions and dinners. On
September 24 it was McDowell's turn, and the
Daily Alta California’s reporter gave a detailed
description of the guests’ arrival at Fort Mason
and the ensuing reception:

GENERAL McDOWELL'S RECEPTION IN HONOR
OF THE EX-PRESIDENT.

After filling the other engagements which had
been made for him by the City's Committee,
General Grant and Mrs. Grant prepared for the
afternoon reception at the charming residence
of Major General Irvin McDowell at Black Point
for Point San Jose, as it is called on the maps.)
The Government steamer McPherson lands at

a wharf sheltered by the north projection of
Black Point, and from this by an easy grade, the
visitars reach the prettily contrived villa which
has the charm of presenting an attractive front
from any point of view, though the real front

is an the west side, where the carriages drive
under 3 porte cochere. A sloping lawn and
winding paths, bordered with pretty irees, make
the foreground for a striking picture, the back-
ground being filled by the spacious mansion,
wihich on this occasion was enlarged by an im-
provised pavilion made of flags, completing the
beauty of the picture by the brilliant colors of
the American ensign. The pavilion was devoted
to the colfation, which is no unimportant part of
a grand reception



“Major General and
Mrs. McDowell request
the pleasure of your
company at Black Point,
Saturday, September
11", from 3 to 6 P.M. to
meet the President and
Mrs. Hayes”

The road to Black Foint is by Bay street, past the
Fionesr Woolen Mills, but as the road is at pres-
ent broken up by the street work now in prog-
ress, the approach is from the westward, along
a3 road just constructed by General McDowell. To
facilitate drivers in keeping the road, a mounted
sentinel was stationed at each tum, to give di-
rections. From half past two o'clock untif four,
the road was lined with carriages, driving to one
of the most distinguished receptions ever given
in this city,

in the grand hall, Gen. Grant received the
guests, who were introduced by General Mc-
Dowell; in the parlor the guests were presented
to Mrs. Grant by Mrs. McDowell, The Fourth
Artilfery Band, stationed at the north end of
the pavilion, played a march, “General Grant's
Welcome Home. ™ when the distinguished guest
entered the grounds, and during the afternoon
played an overture ._..and waltzes by Strauss
and Catlin. The Eighth Infantry band, at the
south end of the grounds, played a grand
march, a national potoourr, and an overture
rendered by a string orchestra.,

The reception lasted until six o'clock, General
Grant returning a fittle before that hour to keep
his engagements for the evening. ™

The combinarion of blowing winds and the so-
cial events at Quarters | must have been severe,
the week following the Presidential reception
the deputy Quartermaster for the Division of the
Pacific sent a letter to Washington with an esti-
mate for “material and labor required for repairs
at that portion of the reservation adjacent to the
post of Fort Point San Jose, Cal, occupied by the
General Commanding” His letter included the
notation that although some of the funds were
earmarked for sand fencing, “the remainder is
needed to put the place in order and to preserve
the wood work” of the nearly new house. The
letter also specified colors that were to be used
in the repairs: white lead, chrome yellow, chrome
green, Prussian blue, drop black, yellow ochre,
burnt umber and Paris white. (Unfortunately,
there's no mention of which colors were to be
applied where. )"

The next year, the general's house was decorated
for yet another VIP reception when President
Rutherford B, Hayes visited San Francisco,

and General McDowell dutifully invited the
President, Mrs. Hayes and General William T.
Sherman to a luncheon at his Point San Jose resi-
dence, The presidential visit for the Hayes party
was equally as elaborate as the previous year’s
reception for US, Grant, and the Daily Alta Cali-
Jfornia again recorded the event, this time giving
additional details abour Quarters 1.

The Alta story is quoted here at length because
of the information it contains about the Quarters
1, how it was decorated, and how the structure
and grounds functioned during a state event:

HAYES AT BLACK POINT

The Brilliant Reception Tendered to Fresident
Hayes, by General McDowell, at Military Head-
quarters, Black Point — The Fresident’s Trip
Around the Bay

Fresident Hayes was an early riser yesterday....
After breakfast, having been called for by Gen-
eral McDowell, they were driven to the Wash-
ington Street wharf, where the McPherson,
Captain Andrews, was in waiting, and at nine
o'clock they started for a trip around the Bay....

Having wisited the different posts, the McPher-
son steamed down the Bay to Black Point,
where the Fresident became the guest of Gen-
eral and Mrs. McDowell. At 1 o'clock lunch was
served in the dining room, none being present
but the Presidential party, ex-Governor and Mrs.
Low, Mme. Bareda, Major Keeler, and the com-
manding officers of the different posts, who
had joined the party during the excursion. Lunch
disposed of, a quiet hour was spent to recover
from the fatigues of the forenoon and to pre-
pare for the grand reception to be held in the
afternoon.

THE RECEPTION
Was not anly the most remarkable in point of
numbers ever given in this city, but it was em-
phatically a representative gathering - stafes-
men, jurists, officers of the Army and Navy;, the
Consular Corps, the officers of the foreign ships
of wai, now in porl, being present in force. The
ladies who were present represented the beauty
and wealth, not alone of this city but of the
entire State, and the toilettes worn were univer-
sally acknowledged to surpass anything previ-
ously seen in 5an Francisco. In response to the
following invitation - “Major General and Mrs.
McDowell request the pleasure of your company
at Black Point, Saturday, September 117, from 3
to & BM. fo meet the President and Mrs. Hayes”
- guests began arriving at the Point at 3 o'clock,
from which time until 5:30 there was a constant
stream of arrivals, and during the afternoon not
less than 1500 visitors cafled and were present-
ed to Mr. and Mrs. Hayes. The guests came in
launches from Vallejo, Alcatraz and Angel lstand,
and by the McPherson from down town, but
the majority came in equippages by way of the
Frasidio, being met by mounted orderlies and
escorfed o the residence of General McDowell
The decorations were confined mainly to a.....
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Swird and =hielid in seresn
abive doorway fram Reception
o o Conservatioey, Johin
Murting)

MAGNIFICENT DINING MARQUEE
Temgovarily erected. Theouglows the lawer
floor pf the Fouse wave soatternd NUMGSRDUS
ant harmiiome Moral desrns antd Bedgts: The
MBQUES W85 DRICET 0N [N POrtico. [0 the rear
of the gmung roam, ang was greatly admireg
Tor s Desmty, and the goaod faie of Gensal
MeDiowell under wihose direction It was con:
stvmted [ ettt was about sty feel and
in width abour awenty fesr the roaf and ends
being =eersd With enarmous astonal flags
Fisa swar v compony of Gyyllwey antf plants
and the tront thrapghaur ks entice lengrh,
apened on' to the lawn in Hhe centre running
the wiiz fenith of [he manguee, was 3 tibile
davas By, enbelisned with e mos] Driliant

af sifver and Crystal, decoramd with fiowers, ano

woacted vmh fruns confechonanes, and mone
i edifles. Cwer: the centre of the rbie, to the
eal wah & troplly of cavaly guidorms grouped
with White and yelkng toges, and frorm eithie
el of 1he tatile gemse o ferm<overed mast 12
the fast of wha'h weas #fficed & paie fo Sk Rags,
the natrssal flag and the cavaly colors. and 1o
the secanl e Hational flag and infantry cokars
Aling tha Kot of the bl weie gnwined @
numther of smilax vings and on the floor iverne
rare Cirreeital mars and carpetings. The guests
4O Ehed aTval, wem receved Dy Major Kee-
Ief, the Gererals Ajee=deCamp who ushered
them i

THE RECEFTION ROOM
Wihers the Mresdent and Mirs: Mayes had lken
d posinGn in the sitowe of 8 bay wenidow M
Mcliowes!l stood upon the left of Mis Hayes:
ared the General mood oppasite the President
prasenting antd nirgdhicng: fve lades and
gErtfemen. After ol o'clock the visiors anx-
jous for pressitation, crowted in so fast that
the party B the rosm and tock up 3 pasition
an tha lpge Gessval Sherman and Secrefasy
Ratvesay, with Aliss' Rant il Shérman, stood on
the gther zide of the ndcapkinn oo and ko

. graeted. Genesal Sherman recognizing and
areetng wAIh R usual heartiness of manner,
many oRd T ASS0CEEES TR receplian con-
firnued unml ety six o'tk the guests: beng
mvitest (o the mangoes for 1 I ey
o 1o departise, and a#mrmp dlelighted with
the cordia! entevtainment extended by Gen And
Mrs MDowell, Dudirg the aftemaan the 4%
Arillery Bandt. statmnad indoors, performed fhe
falloveing programes lengihy passage lsting
the musical numbers tollows! Fresident Hayes
grid gty returmd 1o the city about 6:30 %

At on underermined date during thess eary
yeurs, the malntenunce respondlbility for the gen.
eral’y rekillene was eransferred fram Point San
Jorse (ot Fart Matson, as it was ofticially renamed
Iy TR82) tor the Prestediy of San Frunzisce, nnd s
thin poalmt it was redesigrared from Quarters1 to
Bldg 5%, Pretadio of ST The 1834 Ammaal Report

a6 Fort Mason Officers Cluls Hictorle Struttuns Bopet

of Bralldigs at the Preslii givis a detalled ioven-
fory af the bullding's oo and tooms. Follow-
ing fi the section lsting of the rooms belleved to
still remaln n today's sorocture;

Bldg #58 Quarters of Division Commander
Fart Mason

Main building - 2 story “frama” with base-

ment and brick coping

1" floar
ReCupiran aom 230 280G
[oing {09 r 410"
Hall 230" 31

[Ereat; shisuld resg 3'17|

Burkes's panty G0N 13
Hail I x 37
Eathroom Exc g x 10"
Ligak Ko AN aE S bl
Mol froe resspitiem 22 10
e fo Librsy
I Winig Lidwary 1* Sy 1973% < AVE"
| Wing, Parlor 137y 2310 st
rolinctsd by consesyaion
fmeasuring] 98 x 29" — I diga
L6 5 T8 - I eng

¥z sy Wing 308" x 39" [[Femonshed in 1959,
detals amitted frem this report]

Main Building 2™ Hoor
Chamber 14'10% % 158"
Siring foom 14' 10" & 157
Chami=er 142x 15107
. Ia'x 15°F°
. oy X 15T
) o8*x 102"
) 69 x Iy
Bathronemy 668"
freciing roein & x 10°
3 hatlg BETdDT PG L 30

The entry for Bldi 58 concluded with two r=-
ks regarding mualitenance:

Repaics made duting Current fscal pesy up 1o
date of raport. Resaiing plumbing, sitaring
doaey, cleaning oimy & pasting foors snd re
Gt o fencing aeound guarters

Repatrs Necassary 1o place in conditnin: Repair
wig roof & onguimers inmoducing New sysiem
af phanbrmg throughout, repais to tences an-
chasing same, and panting buddirgs satrally)

Upgrades and First Remodeling

As iy house ages. routine maintenance becomes
critical and major repaus become more leguent.
The elements ar Fovt Moson comtimued to take
thisir toill on the inecal’s house, Becayse (o



Figure § - Envlieat knawn photogeph
af the new geraral’y bousa, 1877,
(HaBS)

1845 a repair estimate wi prepared for miscel
laneous improvemenisinciuded the ommnous
sofation “Reguires now pood and peinrog s,
and specifted & lengthy list of materiafy lor the
ot These inctndzd 54,000 stitngles; 2,000 feet
roaclirge phing 400 e seililer; 200 vk nalls 300 The
“Prinde’s Metallle " und fifty gillana of halled oll
Total conl leduding labor was $520. Als ingling-
el werre (e lor-estending fencing sround He
Protise, “prating up barh tubs ete” and niwspect-
fied soncrete- wotl for o cost af $299.93.

The work must have been delaved, though,
becuuse in 1886 the reduest for @ new ool was
again yubmibedd togethier with o notation that the
Priplladinng moww seuired Lotecior painting

Regardless of ongoing maintenance needs, the
general's howss was still considered ans the mow
weric lacations iy San Fruncisco Phuty it For
Musem v good, and i his autoblography Gien-
eral 0.0, Hownrd desoribed his impressions of
the house while commanding the Military v
sion of the Pacific from. 1880 1o [884:

[ #ocicmy famiy oz reside i 3 charming o017

afaul Halfwdy Betwieer tHe MR and e
Cokland fanding in San Francisce. There was
fere a lapge residence wivch Geneal MoGoye
all fiad ramodeled the very place wieng Mt
Hopwang and | had besn enfertained By fhe Mo
Lisaity some yesirs before  The groumnds of
ST TN Tdasse were vy chamiing — the frees
of the southesn and trogrtal growih the Medges
alf arenared Of sqtarmarnis Iaeged than | Had =i
sopnbefare and sepeffJivie vadfepes of foses
beaytifisg @ suare After paceisi thenlgh 3
Mol gateway and By the watchfil tentitiel we
WErE Within 2 veritable paratise ™

The earlest known photogtaph of the new
Upteernl’s dicviose Wik taken aronin B e of
Heomwitrd s ecpancy, lrshows the sentry men
Hined by e germeal stuniling outside the car-
phagewary ledding fo the frant entrance, while a
cartiage and livesied driver walt st outside the
gate What's inpressive about the scenc |s bow
lietle the fromr of the totldimg has changed since
thie photo was kin. Aside froom new gmteposts
and substamial free growth, the residence fooks
sirteally unchmmged 1oday (e fgune 5 and the
[ront cover photagraph)™

Ancithier photograph taken grovind the Some tms
shioves the ear Innde of the House —a view that
wirld hunge dramuticily pver the nesxt 120
yeirs [n this photy the orighnnl exterior of this
side of the bullding is still evident, unchunged by
{ater dmimg room adid o ood wmidow mede-
L, Especially prominem are e 1y covored
conservatory wing and the-onginal second-foor
window arrangemers: n the distance, a tury
bandstand =its atop a pentle knoll separating the
generals house fram Quittters 2 (e flgureé 6),

Basiéd on this ald recards, theve appears to hane
been something of & push-and-shove Betwien
the Presialo aed Fort Mason over which post
s responalble for mainnsining the general's
frermme. I early 1887 the duty was bounced back
to Fore Mason. 1n Wis Reporr.of Mepernon of Pl
li Butlehiregs, the Forr Mason quartenmasies not-
ed "This uolding was tronsierred to me on Feb-
ruiry 2 1887, Pricit to that dare, all repales had
B mudde by the Department Qugriermaster ot
the PresUL" (Y0 cony alimiost heer e feodtrs.
tivw in the quartermantor's handwriting) He
pormpiy- designated rhe mzin hoase “Bullding
No. A" and s stable “Bullding No. 8", probably
t6r dlifTerentrate thin from the tegular mmmber
system b other stroctumes at the fort.®

15 1587 the bunlding was beginning o 5how its
e, It waos ten veors old and had experimeed
siveral henanig, 88 well ax endurmigg e Contin-
1] dapostine toRun, rain, tog ond Blowing sanid
thar take theit toll on all bulldings 1rwas tloe iy
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Figgurw & - Quidirtwrs 1, ciren 1865 The
sast elevation of this bulbding hes
sxpedenced mich changs. Mot thae
b VS thirm wat a bay window &
the firtt floor and the Conservatory
was mpctangulor shaned with & wall
of glazing. [77-c-253)

Figure 7 « Guarsars 1, 1833 By 1092,
mdifiratinns and imperrymments fad
pceurred to the building, mcluding
the camdbrudciiog il projecting [T
window, prokably at the gensrals
ind Vldor bedroom. [(RGS2)

- e i
"

= o[

{_EII-IFTI s I's Tirst compléle rEnavafion

o spruee g the appearance o e rendence 1he

Farct Mason Quarcermnster, DL Prasile Price, pre-
paredd o detbiled conlraitt for repaiotlong o gauaio
hose gnd autbuilding: Far the maln stnicturas
exterior b specified white lead, bumt Gl
pellow Gulire, rurpeniine, linsesss) pil, puity,

il fireprol metalile paimt The estimate also
called for *Calcimining, papering umd pointing

.- v |

-

-

=
.
interior of bullding”, for which Price specified
winhing, wiilpaper, assorted coloms, white zimng
and color, arpentine, [insesd ofl and puny. The
Lot b wotild adso be upgeaited with repaird o
bbb plipenbingg s varioges windosws and

Almps M

In his nesct annual Nepere of hspatian Lt Price
teporied that the paliring atd repilt’ wark had
completed, amd that the walls ol Hoors

of =evernl mtenior rooms Hod also been patnred

28 Fort Masoh Officers Cliab Hiveorke Structive Raport



.Figury 8 - Geraral view of peat, 1893
Today's Franklin Strewt i at cnnter,
The tall boand-and-lattics herice snd
wmiipresenl sentiy mark D location
of the Commanding Ganaral’s houss

Mlopr sl wis e, though e receim-
mended thnt the roat be painted with “fire proal
inctallic paint® w poevent the shinghey from Jdry-
bt oot il ik ehuringg the long diy season
and causimg leaks e also stated tliat “Several
rooms regulie papering and Kdlsomintng” and
that “some lirtle mparmg will be requred to
chimueys and venmtilators and incidental repairs
1o will bereguired to-doors, windows, bath
POOITIS OO WaIEr COnmEsctims, lEIL'.'- Iora Il_}r.:li
estimated costof $600. [The re-designation af
the general’s house us "Blde A™ must [ove coussd
Lonfusion, becatiss in this repdet the dquatter-
master reviried to Mdentitving the sTructure as
"Bldp S8"F=

Prutifully, Price prepaned mother request in [RS8
tov sy et the remaining imtorior patntmg, pa-
permg wmd plimmbme work, 1This work estiommte
plso contuncd requests i repur “Chimneys,
lines: mnad foundations™ and carry oul repairs (o
“flesaaen, Eraoin, wealraays, ere ™

In |893 the Quirtermaste) Depurfment prepared
phiotographe surveys of army hulldings in the
San Irancico area, und two visws were made of
the Comppanding General’s Douse and graunidy
at Farr Masom, The jirst view (figure 7) shows
the east side of the bullding from o perspective
sirmmilar to i yuew taken circa 1885 In this view,
thinnghi e (nrge bay window has appeared o the
carmet Of e bedioom dircetly over the parior,
wihinth, gaven = location (i thie Bouse, was kel
thie gemenil's hedroom The other vlewe (aee Hg-

ure &) shows e ally entonnee poud b the post
anid the large fence enclosing the general's gar
den o the eust dd= of the hovse. Although rhis
phiota toes not show the nestdenc: el i pro-
widdes quite 4 bit of demil on the plink-and-lathce
fenoe that surrounded the general’s home nlimg
with glhimpses ol the weli-estabished ood well-
tendisd vegaration growing inside the fence =

Spanish-American War Era and Second Remad-
zling

Prigadier General Willlum Shafter becaite com:
msander of the Division uf thie Pacific in early
1857 and quickly became frustrated with the
genesal’s residence. 11 was mow twenty yeirs old
anul s intenor b not been modirnrzed smoe
inirial copstruction. In My, Shatter hod his sl
prepareq punch-ist of improvements-he waned
mmde The list provides- mmerous imsinm into
hiow the Intericr ol the house appeared ar the
titvee, el ickionge inims stich as

Piaper diing coom and chean and palsh wood
‘work and loors
-Kiteheds and ey entirely dome aves; walls
anil wood wor'k patnted
Paper wallp wnd cetlimgs of “hall™; dean wood
waork-and wax tloors
Thoroughly overtuual g plumbing and lpsEi
twao tiew bath tubs
Thironghiv eegalr irnace
New ghulis L pactry wgd kechen
Ratiyeer puf by ereler, New one iFneceseary,
Shacles at all windows

== 9
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Figare 10 - Fort Meson, e 1800
Mot Quirtsrs 3 by the sorrber of

tha phote with the wennis court

and stablesy in e fomground. The
Fantana bullding st right was lnased
far mony, years by the sy as ad
dinanal warshouse spocs fod the San
Franciwn Port ol Emburkstion, [GOEA
1haEs 1 50)

-Floczrie bells sl anmmeintor put inoarder
Pupey Sve bedronms upstals with “2o6d puper™,
i) pli all wocklwark
-boaa Axmores taken down amd cleamed and puf in
g Giriler

Thore wore also severpl elomenis specifically
pimed ol remedéling the genandl's frst foor of-
BCe

Maper 2ol carpet otticoe
Repriily wnd edn affice desk aud Bookcaeey
<[Murchaee affiee chiaire and Inmer fiop eame
Repuir sod cless reliephons coon Repaper and
e paclon wix floor
Arestill watey dlowet m office halll’

Cxenernil Shatter mo Mis way, sl twd wesks

larer a bid was prepared by E ] Lawton of San
Francoscoy a " Pecticil Plumber, Steam and Hin
Warer Fitrer™, whvo wns willing o tackle part of
the praject He prepared-a bid mnd specilications
tor returtnsting all the gas Momires 1o vhe foonse
("numbennabout sixty”) and lor temodeling/
repaicing moseol e tolles, shhks and tubs i
the relilinee. His totml bl dame bo S674 2

Stmulranecusly, Bu Quigtesmiaster B tue De-
preteent of Calitoesda prepared & more sxprn-
e estinmate thal ihehided not only the s and
Humbliw wor'k but all tie groenil's remoiniing
wish-imt items M also stntsd s estimate “von-
templites the use of enlisted labor as far as proc-
meable” o keop costs down, His cstumate comes

oy I Y} e R
|

3¢ Fort Maton Officers Clish Mlrtorke Strectum Repont

to 82000 b, Interestingly, the quariesmaster also
seported in the parrative for iy estimatyd that
“The qiarters have not besm trotipied 1or abont
% years and conslderablework 18 necessary..”
(U sovarate, this welence could mdicate thai
ot all .mnlmullmg( wenerals eleored m live 1o
the Forr Mason residence.)

Mute estinate rejresemtion o niajor expend o ng
nt goverament Tands, and corfesponidence Wt
Bl weud Mty between ue Way Departme
and the Diepartmént of Californta discussing
whether or pot specifle items should be ap-
prosvedd O Jumie 1, @ preved Gierral Shifres
senta tolegran to the Adjorant Generl of the
Army in Washingron nukang, “What action has
heen niken on eslimates for repars:. .. Anxions
1o begn work: ss soon as pragticable I fonds ae
notavaiiable this vear cannot allomment be mude
tor funds of 1ext™ Five dova lter, the army’s
Quurtérminsier General pespondied tind wl] wiirk
Lters had been approved except loc furmimre
for the gmoeral's offive and anedior toilet on the
aecr] fowr =

Work miist have begun shorly alterward, but
smolhr surprise was encoomtersil; the oniler-
pinmmgs of the boilding were sadly lacking ongd
a new stone Toundaion would be needed. The
Premidio Qurriermuaster descrbed the sitauiion:

free-stone rogndanon of the uikiing o @
tength of about 100 feet 5-only about 4 feetin
itepth, and rests-on angerpimnmg of earth n the
form of & tench abent d fest ligh, dboee (e




Figure 3 - Quartars 1 fmm the noirth,
fhica §000 [GOGA J316)

lis

—

it "P‘

badeimant floed Tha Bencl was bl praecting
AUT 2b2dr P FEoy fram the faze of the wall
ancd vl a3 tly sifaced oyes af one fime
with a by of Meerete - W prelEnt cavng of
the garth THis oneehe hat indw Sillen entirsly
Mgy ol IhE sacth S0 some poniy has cavad o
e eige of he weafl The anly resmedy i pre
yent in tme the undermining af e budding,
% I corsTnecT @ retawmgowall fo okl thE ST
umIEnnTG, smd the frumdkatitn wall isting
hglap=ny

Abrosist 40 citbi yards of stone would be needed
to cormtruct the mow rotaming walls. Thit was
thie bod news. The good news was thist stome
could be pcquured a1 75¢ s yard af the govern:
et guarey oo Angel Ssland and ranspormed
Ires txing comwvict labof mom Adcamaz The local
quartsfituster could pey for the stone fromm s
oty Bt b Ve teedesdl $340 b ristl 8 seow
o Bl the stome atrods the bay, The amout wis
ulckly appeoved

L ater that momth, the push-pull over which come
man wak responsibile for the resldence again
erupled, when General Shafter pessonatly direce-
2d that the commanding general’s house and (s
outbuildinegs “should be considered us urtached
tes thie Presidio fhe repies placed under the
chacge of the OM & audh labor redguloed as can
by pet fopmed the EM [eallsded men] diould e
supiples) fram the sxtra dity e at that post ™
This frmality Ukely 2leared the wiy for enllited
et fron the Presidlo v Be pur 0wtk oo e

gemerml s orse af Fort Mason

Al elemenes of the work as approved wiere
completed by the fallol 1897, including e new
tetmining wall in the basement [ addition to
the previoisly spedilled elemenrs, (e Biilding
alno recelved o new roof and exteclinr palioe job
*Pecos BT Shatoer could now enjov his remod-
erled enatilnnce ab whint tae prabaki still relerred 1o
&5 Plack Potne ™

1405 Earthguaks Era
Coomviot laborers Irom the military prison on Al-
oatraz were frequently emploved at Forr Mason
for a vanery of work duties. These inciuded road
maintenance. lindscaping. puimting and othed
unskilled sctivities. Ustally the et ssaiises]

o Ford Masom wiork dednits were sermened b
prevent potentiil estapees from genlig dcces

fiy (hee mainland In .-"Lrlri| LT3, chie Siee Prvmesscn
Chromicle trmmpates] an wnkuecesiil eseape
attempt from pust such awork party at the come:
minding general’s Bouse mnder the besdline
“Cray the Sextry amd Make Ther Eseape - Dunng
and Successiul Break mom Liberty by the Prison:
ers ol Fort Maoson.”

Fosisr generil prisoness ooy Alcan'az Wad bean
assharppeed b0 clianing the walls in the gepesal’s
basepent, probahdy In preparation for repaing-
tng After working foe an bowt under the super-
wintus of & senls Yotarniz the -.-n.nv:::lu siruik 1l
gnard on the chegk, wiestlsd the gun from: bhom
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and remaoved its bolt. The four men then stuck
a towel in the guard’s mouth and viciously beat
and kicked him until unconscious. They then
crawled out a coal scuttle leading to the outside
where they hoped to make their break out the
main gate leading to the city. Instead, a gardener
saw them running and gave the alarm. One
prisoner went back into the general’s house and
up to the second Hoor where he encountered a
painter. He begged the painter to swap clothes
with him so he could get away. The painter re-
fused and the convict dropped our a window,
only to be met by an armed soldier. All four men
were recaptured, and the injured guard was tak-
en ta the hospital. The would-he escapees each
earned an additional 18 months on the Rock.™

Throughout the first years of the new century,
routine maintenance continued to be submitted
for Quarters 1. Many of these were for repeated
paintings, which can be explained by the con-
struction of a nearby coal gas plant erected by
Pacific Gas & Electricity just outside the western
border of Fort Mason. This factory, which pro-
duced natural gas by reducing coal, unleashed
gaseous clouds that blew east over the post

and repeatedly spoiled the general's paint job.
Together with the smoke from a nearby power
plant, Fort Mason was frequently inundated with
toxic emissions and “smoke hung above and in
the post like a blanket and deposits of soot and
tar fell everywhere™

A 1905 work order noted that both an exterior
paint job and an interior painting were needed.
“So many coats of paint have evidently been laid
on doors, base-hoards, window-frames, etc.,, thar
it is falling off in scales, leaving the original sur-
face of the wood exposed in hundreds of spots
as large as a finger nail while the rest of the sur-
face is still painted. The interior wood-work of
this building, especially upstairs, is more in need
of paint than that of any other officer’s quarters
on this reservation and is more unsightly” Also,
it was an excellent opportunity for the army to
carry out these repairs: “This matter is men-
tioned here to show the necessity of painting the
Commanding General’s quarters during the next
fiscal year at any rate. The interior of the build-
ing is sadly in need of being painted at once and
this is a most favorable opportunity for doing it
during the temporary absence of Gen'l [Arthur]|
MacArthur in China™ Approval was granted
the following month and $308.25 allocated to
repaing the house.™

More repairs and repainting were needed the
following winter and the Fort Mason quarter-
master prepared another request for funding,
The list of work items he attached provides some
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clues to the original interior appearance of the
public rooms on the first loor of the general’s
residence:

Beeswax floors parlor, reception room and conser-
vatory - $43.00

Varnish door-sills in parlor and reception - §14.50

Pamt floor and varnish woeodwark in pantry -
F18.00

Stain staircase and varnish balustrade - $10.00

Varnish vestibule - 37.50

Paint exrerior and roof - $105.00

Total cost - $401.00

The Quartermaster’s request was approved only
three days later, and was actually increased by
$100 to carry out unspecified other repairs. The
request was made to prepare the house for its
next occupant, Maj. General Adolphus Greeley,
the newest commander of the Pacific Division
of the western states. One endorsement to the
request bears the notation “no repairs were
made during the past year, and the house has
been empty..."” presumably during the absence
of Gen. MacArthur while he was in China. Inter-
estingly, Brig. Gen. Frederick Funston, a future
resident of Quarters 1, granted approval for the
funding, At the time Funston was commander
general for the Department of California, a sub-
command of the Division.™

Only two months later, the great San Francisco
earthquake and fire of April 18, 1206 would bring
both General Funston and the Fort Mason resi-
dence into the national spotlight.

When the first major shocks hir ar 5:13 AM on
the morning of April 18, they awakened Brig.
Gen. Frederick Funston at his residence at 1310
Washington St., near Jones. As noted abowve, Fun-
ston was commanding general for the Depart-
ment of the Pacific at the time. However, division
commander Maj. Gen. Greeley was out of town
on a trip to Chicago to attend his daughter’s
wedding, and had left Funston as his designated
replacement. Thus, at the time of the earthquake,
Funston was the Army’s senior officer in the
west, serving as both Commanding General of
the Department of California and also as Acting
Commanding General of the Pacific Division.

Realizing the immensity of shock, Funston
dressed hurriedly and headed downtown to the
offices of the Department and the Division, both
of which were in commercial buildings. While

en route he could see columns of smoke rising
from fires all over the downtown and South of
Market. Realizing the city’s police force would
be inadequate in the scope of such a massive di-
saster, he decided to offer military help. Stopping



Figures 11 & 12 - General Funston
in front of Quarters 1 following
the 1906 earthquake: April 19,1906
(SFPL)
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a policeman, Funston learned the phones were
out and sent the policeman to the Hall of Justice
to advise civilian authorities and the mayor that
federal troops were at their disposal.

Funston then ran to the Quartermaster stables
on Pine between Leavenworth and Hyde, and
sent a rider on horseback carrying a note to

the commanding officer at the Presidio to send
troops. The rider also to stopped at Fort Mason
en route and verbally advise the CO there of the
same orders.” Additional troops were quickly
brought in from Alcatraz Island, Fort Baker, and
Angel Island, and telegraphic orders were sent to
the commander of Vancouver Barracks in Wash-
ington State to proceed to San Francisco with the
entire garrison of that post.

Realizing that the Department and Division of-
fices could not be saved from the encroaching
fires, Funston decided to move those administra-
tive functions to a safer location. Funston later
explained his decision to move to Fort Mason

in his official report on his actions following the
earthquake:

On the evening of this day [April 18] I consid-
ered it advisable to establish at some convenient
point both Division and Department Head-
quarters. It was therefore decided to utilize the
only Government building in the vicinity of the
fire available for such purpose, this being the
quarters of the permanent Division Commander
at the post of Fort Mason, where | established
my headquarters, using both the Division and
Department staffs, without, for the time being,
making any attempts to segregate the duties
belonging to each. ™

The scene at Fort Mason must have been much
more chaotic than Funston's dry report makes it
sound. Photographs taken on April 19 show the
general holding hurried, informal conferences
on the lawn in front of Quarters 1 while sol-
diers and civilians wait anxiously nearby. Other
photographs take that same day record a flood
of refugees establishing temporary tent camps
along the roads and grounds near the Division
Commander’s home.

Fort Mason itself was not out of harm’s way,
though, and was soon threatened by the advanc-
ing fires. Late on April 19 the U.S. Navy's Pacific
Squadron arrived and offered to send sailors
ashore to help with the firefighting and relief ac-
tivities being carried out by army troops. Funston
requested they be landed at Fort Mason and im-
mediately put a detail to work helping defend the
post from flames. By the morning of the 20" a
threatening branch of the fire had worked its way
along the slopes of Russian Hill above Broadway
and was headed rowards Fort Mason. Again, an
excerpt from Funston's report:

All day on the 20" an heroic fight was made
by soldiers, sailors, firemen and citizens to stop
this fire, which had a frontage of about half a
mile, and was working its way against the wind.
A number of buildings were destroyed here by
high explosives and back firing was resorted to.
The fight at this place was greatly aided by wa-
ter taken from the Bay at Fort Mason. For a time
grave fears were felt for the safety of the post
itself and | directed that fences and a number
of outbuildings be torn down and that men be
stationed on the roofs of buildings. The flames,
however, did not reach Fort Mason, and by the
maost tremendous exertions were prevented
from crossing Van Ness Avenue between that
post and the point where it had once crossed
and been fought out ¥’

One of the major administrative duties carried
out by Funston at the Division Commander’s
home was coordinating the firefighting and relief
activities between the various military and civil-
ian agencies arriving on scene, and hurried orga-
nization meetings were held there. He explains
in his report:

in arder to avoid further confusion and possible
conflict of authority on this score, a conference
was held between Mayor Schmitz, Brigadier
General Koster, commanding the National Guard
of California, Chief of Police Dinan and my-

self on the 21* at Fort Mason, in which it was
agreed that the city, for the time being, would
be divided into districts, one each under control
of the Federal troops, including naval contin-
gent, the National Guard and the municipal
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Mason, 14 Lt. B.T. Ward, forwarded a report to
the Department of California’s Chief Quarter-
master containing an estimate of repairs “re-
quired to place the Quarters of the Department
[sic; should be Division] Commander in first
class condition” He included several observa-
tions about the condition of the residence:

The hardwood floors are much scratched, sever-
al of the scratches being deep and long, neces-
sitating either the substitution of new material,
or scraping, sandpapering, and waxing

The painting upstairs has been done over pol-
ished wood without removing the polish, and is
badly chigped off in many places.

The raofs are in bad condition, and require to
be entirely renewed. The gutters are badly rust-
ed and are eaten thru in a number of places
The downspouting is rotten by rust.

The basernent is sadly in need of a thorough
whitewashing, and a number of the sash have
given way allowing the vines to enter through
the breaks.

The whole exterior of the building should be re-
painted after the other work s done.,
The flooring in the area should be renewed

A list of proposed work elements and costs was
attached, ranging from plastering to re-roofing
to painting, and totaling 82,673.00. This amount
greatly exceeded what was available through the
normal Departmental allocation for annual re-
pairs to public buildings, so higher approval was
sought. Eventually a revised total of §1,091 was
arrived at, and was funded from a combination
of Departmental and Army allocations. Unfor-
tunately, the records do not indicate which pro-
posed work elements were revised or eliminated
to reach this lower figure, nor do they record the
repairs actually accomplished.*

One of the responsibilities of the Chief Quarter-
master of the Department of California was to
carry out periodic inspections of buildings under
his contral, and in 1909 he visited the Com-
manding General’s quarters at Fort Mason. Less
concerned with décor than health and safety, he
focused his comments on heating and drainage:

The Commanding General’s quarters are healed
with a hot air furnace, which appears to be in
good condition. Complaint has been made that
it permits smoke to penetrate into the rooms,
which is probably chargeable to faulty methods
of firing or heating and to the neglect of thor-
oughly overhauling the boiter after periods of
disuse. Attention was called o the defects and
suggestions given to remedy same.

The east end of the cellar is abour eight feet be-
fow the ground surface outside, yet there is ng
provision for carrying off water which collects
on the floor in winter. it is recommended that a
three-inch tile drain be run from the sump hole
in floor to the outside surface of the ground
where here is ample drainage, and that the inte-
rior of the foundation walls be cement plasterad
to prevent ingress of water*

One of the remedies for the heating problems
must have been the replacement of the hot air
furnace, since later that year a new steam heat-
ing plant was installed in the building at a cost

of §1,250. Also in late 1909, the Quartermaster
General listed numerous repairs and upgrades
necessary to improve the general’s quarters,
These included the never-ending need to refinish
hardwood floors in the downstairs rooms; patch-
ing and replastering where necessary; repapering
the drawing room, reception hall, stairway and
second foor hall; repairs to roof; and various
repairs to the kitchen wing. (The estimated cost
of §773 seems to have been deferred until a more
extensive repair program was carried out two
years later )

Dwring all these years, the Commanding Gen-
eral’s house still retained the official designation
of Quarters #3538, Fort Mason. On December 11,
1909 the post’s commanding officer report that
the residence had a new designation, and that at
the direction of the Commanding General of the
Department of California the structure would
henceforth be called Quarters #1, Fort Mason.
Reasons for this re-designation are not stated,
but likely it was to give the home a numerical
status appropriate to the rank of its resident, the
Commanding General

The repairs requested in 1909 were approved in
late 1911, and the list had expanded to include a
much large scope of work:

Paint exterior - 2 coats

Paint shingle roaf - 1 coat

Paint entrance gate & fence - 2 coars

Repair plaster of ceiling of a 2 floor bedroom. Pa-
per the new plaster and tint ceiling

Replaster loose plaster, laundry, 1° floor. Paine. ¥

On October 25, 1911 a contract was let with PJ.
MeGaffigan that would address these repairs as
well as numerous other items:

Convert coal bin in kitchen wing into servants’ bath-
room

New dresser in kitchen

Place one double-acting door and one single-acting
in dining room

Construct 2 new closets on 2 floor and alter three
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Under this new com-
mand structure, the
fort would increasingly
become an administra-
tive headquarters for
shipping troops and
supplies to the army’s
far-flung Pacific bases, a
role which would evolve
by the 1920s into the San
Francisco Port of Em-
barkation (SFPE).

others

Paint all interior wood. Varnish all hardwood. Wax
foors.

Bronze radiators and piping

Fix up mantles, fireplaces, electrified fixtures.

Crwerhad plumbing

Repair leaks in gutters, valleys, decks, ridges, etc.

Replace hardware and damaged woodwork and
plaster

Place fiberstone floors in bathrooms, laundry, pan-
iry & kitchen

Repiaster katchen and laundry.

Stain roof shingles.

Conerete cellar floor. Whitewash cellar. Make build-
ing rat proof.

Place hardwood floor over all bed rooms in second
Moor and lbrary.

Place entire building in first class condition.”

This was turning into another major upgrade to
the house, and was to be funded by two allot-
ments totaling $4,500. However, the current resi-
dent of the house, Maj. Gen, Arthur Murray, also
had some additional ideas about improvements
to the structure and before the end of the year he
had a memorandum submitted to the Construc-
tion Quartermaster at Fort Mason overseeing the
project. Murray wanted a few changes:

General Murray desires that in addition to the
wurk already provided for, that you will have the
conservatory changed 50 as to make the west
side the same width as the main part, ie, 106"
- the new addition to rest on concrete piers and
hawve fattice under the same. Also have moved
and changed china closets in the present butler’s
pantry so as to have them rest upon the east
and south walls of that room, the soil pipe to be
cased in. Also change the two windows in bed-
room #8 into one large window. Also fix up the
sump in basement with galvanized iron gratings
so as to make it rat proof. Also change the two
doors in drawing room so as to have the best
side of the same exposed when doors are open.
Alsc put up in bay window of dining room the
fretwork now stored in the cellar *

The general seems to have gotten his way, even
though it increased the cost of refurbishing the
residence from £4,500 to $4,931.% Funds were
located, though, and most of the general’s ‘wish
list” items accomplished — as well as a few oth-
ers. On March 1, 1912 a “Report of Changes” for
Quarters 1 was filed that included:

An addition was placed on the Conservator 5' x
22'6"

New eloset installed at end of hall, second floor, 2'6”
X9

An additional closet was provided in rear hall,
second floor, 2'x8". This space was cut off of
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bathroom.
All bathrooms, kitchen, lawndry, and parntry
changed to fiber stone floors

Cellar floors concreted.

In addition, the report included the notation that
a gas main had been constructed to the residence
for heating purposes to all fireplaces, and that
gas logs had been put in each fireplace. Finally,
wall radiators had heen substituted for stand
radiators.”

On or about the same date, a handwritten docu-
ment was prepared listing some of the furniture
in various buildings at Fort Mason 1. The pieces
listed were for Quarters 1 were: 1 baokcase; 4
chairs, arm, dining; 12 chairs, dining; 1 chair, arm,
library; 3 chests of drawers; 1 desk, library; 1 re-
frigerator; 1 rack, hat; 1 sideboard; 1 table, dining;
3 tables, kirchen, and 1 table, parlor.®

The remodeling of the general’s residence corre-
sponded with the construction of the new ware-
houses and transport wharves located at lower
Fort Mason, and the transformation of the fort
itself from an artillery post to a “Quartermas-
ter General Depot” Under this new command
structure, the fort would increasingly become an
administrative headquarters for shipping troops
and supplies to the army’s far-flung Pacific bases,
a role which would evolve by the 1920s into the
San Francisco Port of Embarkation (SFPE). The
Commanding General’s residence and its sup-
port buildings would remain an isolated enclave
within the fort, surrounded by high hedges that
visually cut off its residents and activities from
the rest of the post. However, the continu-

ing maintenance and periodic upgrades to the
residence remained the responsibility the fort's
quartermaster — and his budget.

World War | - World War Il Era

The First World War by-passed Quarters 1 for
the large part, but the grounds of Fort Mason
surrounding the residence erupted with a warren
of temporary warehouses and barracks where
troops bound for Europe waited before ship-
ping out. Following the armistice, the residence
hosted another dignitary when Gen. John “Black
Jack™ Pershing, the former commander-in-chief
of the American Expeditionary Force, visited San
Francisco and inspected its defenses. Follow-

ing his tour of the bay forts, Pershing lunched at
the commanding general’s house at Fort Mason.
Interestingly, Division Commander Maj. Gen.
Hunter Liggett wasn't in residence at the time,
leaving other local army brass to entertain Persh-
ing.*



Figure 14 - Fort Mason viewed from
Aquatic Park, January 14, 1919. Quar-
ters 1is in the center of the photo up
on the hill and the still rectangular
conservatory is visible. (SFPL DPW
6134)
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Detailed interior drawings of the first and second
floors of Quarters 1 were prepared in April 1922,
These plans and their annotations reveal many
changes and alterations not documented in army
correspondence. The most extensive of these
changes was the replacement of the original con-
servatory on the east fagade with a large, semi-
circular conservatory that extended well into the
lawn area. (After the residence was converted

to an Officers Club this room would be known
as the “Circle Room.") Although records don’t
provide a date for this modification, a photo-
graph taken in 1919 from Aquatic Park shows the
original conservatory wing still in place, allowing
researchers to date its reconstruction to 1919 -
1922. The reason for the remodeling is unknown
but likely it was done at the direction of one of
the commanding generals in residence, whose in-
tent may simply have been to expand the usable
floor space of the aging structure.*

Other changes shown on the 1922 plan are the
realignment of the staircase leading from the
reception hall to the second floor; the relocation
of the doors and the short hall leading to the
general’s library/office; the expansion of the gen-
eral’s aide’s room on the first floor; the relocation
of the library fireplace from the north wall to the
south; and the rebuilding of the pantry and sev-
eral other spaces in the kitchen wing; However,
with the exception of the semi-circular conserva-
tory, the building remained remarkably similar to
its original 1877 configuration.™

Alterations, renovations, redecoration and up-
grades continued throughout the 1920s and
1930s, and were dutifully recorded in the post
quartermaster’s “Historical Record of Public
Buildings” - an indispensable compilation of
expenditures and alterations made to an army
post’s buildings and universally referred to asa
fort’s “Building Book™ Entries made berween
1908 to 1941 record a myriad of changes to Quar-
ters 1, ranging from utility upgrades to replacing
soap dishes. A complete listing would overwhelm
the reader, so here instead are some samplings

and highlights:

-Expended from 1887 to June 30, 1926 -
§20,437.78

-Dec 11, 1926 - Installed Automatic Premier Water
heater, size #4 - $188

-Mar 7, 1926- Installed 36 curtain rods - §3.50

-0t 4, 1927 - Installed two smoothbore cannon,
Model 1857, Nos B2 & 222 - 58

-June 11, 1927 - Installed brass plaque listing
names of all residents of Qrtrs 1 - $425

-May 1928 - Installed *Ray Automatic Oil
Burner” - §323

-June 1, 1931 - Painting exterior of Bldg by con-
tract (9" Corps Area funds) - $222.50

-July 7, 1931 - Cleaning and finishing floor in ball-
room - $24

-Feb 5, 1934 - Paper walls of library, two bed-
rooms and alcove; tinting ceilings of library, 3
bedrooms and alcove - $86.35

-Jan 16, 1935 - Revising bronze name plaque - $18

-Aug 25, 1939 - [nstalled 3 crystal chandeliers -

National Park Serwce 37



Figure 15 - This photo of Quarters 1
in 1941 shows the new chimnay at
the library wing, the functional porte-
cochere and the original kitchen wing
with a hipped roof. (75-C-41)

£440.68
-June 6, 1940 - REMOVED: 3 crystal chandeliers
-nfe

The Building Book also reveals that two ma-

jor upgrades to the building's bathrooms took
place during this era, one in 1930 and another

in 1938. The first was a contract job described

as: “Repairs and alterations such as tiling bath
floors and walls and installing necessary plumb-
ing fixtures, papering, painting and sanding
floors, contract No w-35238," and cost $2,128.50.
The second remodeling project seems to have
been handled through in-house funds provided
by the 9" Corps Area and included nearly fifty
work items such as new floor registers, lighting
fixtures, medicine cabinets, toilet paper holders,
and lavatories.* In a Completion Report filed
that same year, the Assistant QM for Fort Mason
reported that other improvements during the
project included installing an additional bath-
room on the second floor, replacing the roof,
painting the building's interior and exterior, re-
placing knob-and-tube wiring with BX cable and
conduit, replacing oak flooring and refinishing
old floors, replacing old wallpaper, repairing gut-
ters, refinishing wood trim, and miscellaneous
carpentry and plastering repairs.®

By the eve of World War I1, the structure had
been brought up to modern code, and an
anonymous Post Quartermaster calculated that
by August 1, 19440, repairs and expenditures to
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Quarters 1 from the 1880s to date totaled $46,
884,92

In 1936 a reporter for the San Francisco Chronicle
described a visit to Fort Mason and Quarters 1

The house, a large rambling affair, rests at the
top of a turfed knoll rolling down to the bay
The first floor, comprising living room, dining
room, conservatory, den and kitchen quarters,

is finished in light and dark hardwood, done in
herringbone design. The second story is & profu-
sion of bedrooms and baths, each room advanc-
ing a different kind of architecture and window
design. The conservatory, & large, vine covered,
windowed room, fooks out on Alcatraz Island, a
former army fortification.

Over the porticos separating the downstairs
rooms are intricately carved wooden frescoes.
One of these, picturing a cavalryman’s saber
under a shield studded with four stars, probably
was added during the residence of Lisutenant
General Phil Sheridan, highest ranking officer

to use the quarters.® [N.B. The reporter erred
here an two counts’ Sheridan never occupied
Quarters 1, and a lieutenant general only merits
three stars.]

World War Il Era & Officers Mess

From 1939 to 1943 Lt. Gen. John L. DeWitt, com-
mander of the U.S. Army's 9th Corps Area, oc-
cupied Quarters 1. In mid 1943 he was succeeded
by Lt. Gen. Delos C Emmons, the last resident
of the structure. According to James Sullivan,



the Public Information Officer and defacto post  Officers Club had simple beginnings but high
historian, Emmons was the key player in trans- ambitions:

ferring the residence to the San Francisco Port of

Embarkation (SFPE) for use as an officers’ “open  The Officers Club was initiated by General Gil-
mess”, or officers club. According to Sullivan’s breath in mid-1942 and its “headquarters” was
unpublished history of the fort, the Fort Mason a dormitory-sized space in ane of the Hostess

Figures 16 & 17 - Socdial events in the
new Officers Club in 1947 and 1948,
The top photo shows an event in the
Circle Room (formerly the Conserva-
tory); the bottom photoe shows a
function in the newly constructed
Social Hall. (GOGA 32475)




Figure 18 - By the 19505 the Officers
Club was cramped for space. Before
the Dining Hall was constructed in
1960 the Conservatory was pressed
into use as a dining room. Mote the
19505 decor, with the long floral
drapes and the formica table tops.
View looking east, 1955. (GOGA
2316)

House buildings [located south of today’s Youth
Hostel, Building 240].

When Lt Gen. Delos Emmons, Army Air Corps,
arrived in 5an Francisco to take over the Presi-
dio command (I think it was then Hg, Western
Defense Command) he told General Gilbreath
fe didn’t want the entire Quarters 1. The 5an
Francisco Port of Embarkation CG offered to
remodel part of the second floor into “the finest
apartment you can imagine” or words to that
effect if Emmons would transfer building own-
ership to the Fort Mason Command. Emmons
“bought” the deal and furthermove put it in
writing, an action which was to prove invaluable
and conclusive when some one at PSF indicated
desire for repossession, %

The official Building Book entry for Quarters 1
confirms this story in most respects, although
actual transfer authority is credited to General
Joyce at the Presidio: “Transferred to SFPE per
1* Ind. HNSC 9 Aug 1945 confirming agree-
ment of Sept 23, 1943 between Cmdg Gen SFPE
(Maj. Gen F Gilbreath) & Cmdg Gen. Western
Defense Command (Maj. Gen. Kenyon A Joyce)
MS’d 9/18/43 See Confidential file for copy of
letter.™ It also appears from official records
that Lt. Gen. Emmons continued to occupy his
upstairs apartment while the Officers Club set
up operations downstairs, and apparently lived
above the club until sometime in 1944.%

According to Sullivan, an officer named Captain

=
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John Paul Jones was named Club Officer. Jones,
widely known as manager of the local Bellevue
Hotel, the San Francisco and Silverado Golf
Clubs, and various Carmel-Monterey hostelries
in post-war years, got his early experience run-
ning the new Fort Mason club. Although no
details of wartime operations have been found,
photographs indicate that the former dining
room was converted to a cafeteria-type serving
area and the conservatory became the primary
entertainment and dining room, while the for-
mer parlor became a lounge. At some early date
the basement was also converted into a down-
stairs “tap room™ type bar, with the sandstone
foundations of the house forming rustic walls
and columns.™

By 1948 the “San Francisco Port of Embarkation
Officers’ Club™ was offering a full spectrum of
dining and entertainment that included bingo,
string music, formal dinner dances, “stag smoker
- men only” events, and family night songfests. In
addition, the club advertised “Poker, bridge and
pool facilities available every night” At the time,
the bar apparently didn’t yet have a liquor license
and it operated strictly a BYOL (Bring Your Own
Liguor) affair, although bartenders hosted a daily
cocktail hour and offered free drink setups to
club members. A basement locker area provided
storage space where members could leave their
private bottles between trips to the bar.™




Figure 19 - Quarters 1 renamed “Mc-
Dowell Hall™ in honor of General Ir-
ving McDowell, July 22, 1958, (SFPL-
AAD-B08T)

Figure 20 - By the 1960s, with the
Transient Dining Room constructed,
the Conservatory was free to be

transformed into the Cocktail Lounge.

Note the dramatic change from figure
16 & 18 - the windows were replaced,
light cans were installed into new
ceiling tiles and the decor was lighter,
more open and more “modern”.

View looking northwest, circa 1960s.
([GOGA 2316)

The Officers Club must have been incredibly
crowded during World War 11, since Fort Ma-
son was the administrative center of the Army’s
sprawling San Francisco Port of Embarkation,
an organization that encompassed port facilities
at a dozen locartions around the bay. Barracks,
administrative buildings, warehouses and ship-
ping facilities occupied nearly every square inch
of Fort Mason, and the Officers Club became a
hub of after-hours relaxation by the port’s officer
cadre.

Activities barely slowed after the end of the war,
since troops returning by the shipload from

the Pacific Islands had to be processed and
discharged by the SFPE staff. In addition, the
port was now responsible for shipping supplies
and replacement troops to Occupied Japan. By
February 1948 work had begun on a new addi-
tion to the club and it was reported in the official
Daily History Report that steel roof trusses from
a warehouse being demolished in the pier area
“have been utilized in the new social hall addi-

tion being built on the Officers’ Club, Quarters
1

Later the same year, the first mention appears of
the upstairs bedrooms being used for housing
visiting personnel. In March, the Fort Mason
History Report noted, “Two suites were estab-
lished at the Officers’ Club Annex to accommo-
date important guest” This may be the origin of
the Army’s long-standing tradition of allowing

high-ranking officers to use the upstairs bed-
rooms in Quarters 1 for temporary lodging while
traveling through - or visiting — San Francisco.™

The new Social Hall addirion was completed and
dedicated on June 4, 1948, greatly expanding

the area available for entertainment and special
events held at the club. Measuring 40™x 507, the
Ballroom, as it was also known, was constructed
adjacent to the original 1877 building at the
southeast corner of the structure.”™ In Septem-
ber that same year, the Fort Mason “Historical
Report” recorded that a Board of Governors
had been elected for the Officers Club and that
the new upstairs suites were proving exceed-
ingly popular with VIPs; in the preceding three
months, guests staying in the suites had included
one brigadier general, four major generals, and
one lieutenant general.™

A 1949 Officers Information Booklet described
the facilities and membership at the Officers
Club:

The Officers’ Mess is located in Bldg. 1, and
includes a recreation room, library, bar, and din-
ing room. Cafeteria lunches are served Monday
through Friday from 1145 to 1330. Table service
dinner is served from 1800 to 1920 daily

All Officers assigned to Fort Mason automatically
become members of the Officers’ Mess upon as-
signment, but are not billed for dues the month

of arrival. Dues for succeeding months will be
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Figure 21 - This photo from 1971
shows the west elevation as it stands
today, with the new, flat-roofed
kitchen addition at the left hand side.
View looking west. (GOGA-2316)

collected unless officer indicates he does not de-
sire membership

In addition to officers of this post, membership
is extended to all Army, Navy and Marine OFffi-
cers, either retired, reserve, or on active duty.

Dues for all members are $2.00 per month with
an addition fee of 50¢ per month if a liguor
locker is desired. ™

In July 1958, the Army officially renamed Quar-
ters 1 “McDowell Hall” in honor of Gen. Irving
MecDowell, the officer who had directed the
residence’s original construction in 1877. The
post carpenter constructed a large wooden sign-
board with the building’s new name and hung

it hung from the porte-cochere above the club’s
front door. ™

Cold War Era, Reconstruction, & Post Inactiva-
tion

The next major modification to Quarters 1 oc-
curred in 1958-1959, not as an effort to modern-
ize the building but rather to provide additional
dining space for the membership as well as for
military personnel traveling through the Bay
Area (see figure 18). This latter group, referred
to by the Army inelegantly as “transients,” often
included military families passing through San
Francisco on their way to and from Pacific bases.

In early 1958 the Army prepared plans for a new
dining wing measuring 59'x 34" to be added to
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the northwest corner of the original building.
The remodeling would also include a total re-
building of the still-surviving 1850s kitchen wing
and a substantial upgrading of the former dining
room/serving area into a state-of-the-art cafete-
ria. For a period during the design phase, the
army considered converting the building in two
phases: Phase [ to include remodeling the serv-
ing area and kitchen, and Phase II to include the
addition of the new “Transient Dining Room.”
By the end of September 1958, though, the final
plans called for all construction to take place
simultaneously. Revisions were made through
early 1959 and work began that year.

Another change in planning involved the kitchen
wing. As noted above, this wing was a still-sur-
viving portion of the 1850s Brooks-Grisar house
that had been incorporated into the “new™
general’s residence in 1877, Initial remodeling
plans called for retaining the historic wing and
building a new kitchen within its historic enve-
lope, including the original hipped roof and dor-
mer windows. However, structural conditions

in the century-old addition must have been too
abysmal to allow its being retained. On August
19, 1959 revised plans were prepared that speci-
fied “Kitchen Demolition and Reconstruction,”
and showed a total replacement of the historic
kitchen and servants’ wing. Demolition and new
construction eventually took place within the
1850s wing's historic footprint.™



Figure 22 - Aerial view of Officers
Club and Fort Mason, March 1970,
This photo shows the building as it
stands today. (GOGA 2316)

Construction continued throughout 1959 and
was apparently completed in early 1960, and a
set of plans dated February 1 that year show in
detail the new Transient Dining room, cafeteria,
and rebuilt kitchen wing (see figure 21). The
same plans also reveal that the former Conserva-
tory had been converted from a dining area to a
bar called the “Circle Room” (see figure 20}, and
that the historic general’s office on the first floor
served as a library™

The addition of the Transient Dining Room

and the remodeling and rebuilding of the din-
ing room and kitchen wing were the last major
modifications to Quarters 1, From 1960 until
present the building’s exterior appearance and
interior room arrangement would remain largely
unaltered. Tastes in décor would continue to
change, though, and the historic drawings of the
Officers Club now preserved by the National
Park Service record a multitude of remodelings
and upgrades that took place over the next forty
years. Some of the more extensive moderniza-
tions to the structure included:

Installation of aluminum and glass front doors
(June 1961)

-Extended and remodeling the first floor ladies
lounge (1967)

-Exterior repainting (July 1968)

-Misc. alterations including electrical upgrades,
new colors, etc (August 1970)

-Remodeling of the bar and replacing the front
doors (April 1974)

-Interior repainting {April 1981)

-Redecoration of club interior and rebuilding the
cocktail lounge (June 1981)

-Re-roofing the cocktail lounge (August 1981)

-Adding a new store room on the northeast cor-
ner of the building (May 1983)

-Renovation of bar to its present configuration

(August 1985)

Replacing the food service counter (May 1985)

-Renovating the kitchen receiving and storage
area (May-June 1986) ™

The last major remodeling effort occurred in
summer 1986 when all interior bathrooms within
the building were redecorated in a faux-Victorian




style. Fixtures included pedestal sinks, pull chain
toilets, brass faucets and towel rods, and exten-
sive use of wood tongue-and-groove paneling.
{Drawings prepared by the architect indicate that
most if not all were off-the-shelf “home renova-
tion™ items.) At the end of this final upgrade, the
interior of McDowell Hall had reached its most
recent configuration.™

Actual military activity at Fort Mason continued
to dwindle throughout the 19605 and subsequent
years as more and more administrative duties
were transferred to the Oakland Army Terminal,
In 1962 the Department of Defense ordered all
remaining transport operations moved to Oak-
land, and in July 1963 directed the major part of
Fort Mason be declared surplus.™

In 1966, the Army transferred the now-vacant
western portion of the post and the pler complex
to the General Services Administration, retaining
only the housing area, Officers Club and a hand-
ful of administration buildings at the eastern

end of the post. By 1971, the Fort Mason club
was officially listed as an annex of the Oakland
Army Base Officers Open Mess, and member-
ship in one included membership in the other,
The following year Congress created the Golden
Crate National Recreation Area, and the National
Park Service established the new park’s head-
quarters in Fort Mason.

During the 1980s and 1990s the military contin-
ued to reduce its activities in the Bay Area, partly
as a result of cutbacks and partly as a result of
Congressionally mandated “Base Realignment
and Closure Acts” (BRAC). The Fort Mason Of-
ficers Club continued to serve a dwindling popu-
lation of active duty military personnel, and the
club increasingly relied upon retirees and local
San Francisco residents as its primary clientele.
In 1997 the Oakland Army Terminal closed down
and all military families depart Fort Mason.

The club could not continue operating without
sponsorship by an active military command, so
subsequently the Fort Mason Officers Club was
“adopted” by the Defense Language Institute

at the Presidio of Monterey, located 100 miles
south of San Francisco,

By 2002 it was obvious that the club could no
longer claim status as an active military support
function, and the club closed in the fall of that
year. In early 2003, the National Park Service's
Golden Gate Mational Recreation Area assumed
ownership and maintenance of Quarters 1.
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Brgadiar Ganeral Nalean A Milas

General Officers occupying Quarters 1
Fort Mason' 1877 — 1944

Mayjor Genteral Irvin McDowell
Mugor Generad John M. Schofield
Major General John Pope

Major General Qliver O, Howard
Brigadicr General Nelson A. Miles
Brigadier General jolm Gibbon
Brigadier CGeneral Thomas H. Ruger
Brigadier General fames W. Forsyih
Brigadier General William R. Shafter
Brigadier General H. C. Merriam:
Major General 5. B. M. Young
Brigadier General R. P. Hughes
Major General Avthiur MacArthur
Brigadier General Francis Moore
Mayor General 8. S. Suniner

Major General Adolphus W, Greely
Bricadier General Frederick Funston
Brigadier General Frederick A, Smith
Major General John I. Weston
Major General Thomas H. Barry
Brigadier General Tasker H. Bliss
Major General Arthur Murray

Major General | F. Bell

4y Fort Manon Officers Club bistodle Structure Repan

1877 - 1582
1852 - 883
(883 - 1886
1856 — 15588
(855 = (890
1890 - 1891
1891 - [894
1894 ~ |B97T
1897 - IR9%
[K98 = [R99
1901 = 1902

1902 - 1903

; 1899 = 1901

1903 - 1905; 1906 - 1907

190%
1905 - 1906
1906
1907 = 1908
[908 - 1909
1909
1909 - 1910

1910 - 1911

1911; 1912 - 1915; 1917 - 1918

1915 - 1917



Major Ganwtal Arthur MaArthie

| gaddiar Guieoal Frmdasick Funston

VZ-:1

Ulmsiddrant Gumeml bohe L De\WiH

Brigadier General William L. Silhert
Lidutenant General Hunter Lipeett
Brigadier General Charles G, Treat
Brigadier General C. H. Muir
Major Genaral W. M. Wright
Major General €. C. Morion
Major General Charles T. Mencher
Major General James H, McRae
Mapor General | I.. Hines

Mayor General Malin Craig

Major General Paul B, Malone
Major General George S, Simonds
Lt General Albert |. Bowley

Lt General John 1. DeWitt

Ly, General Delos C. Entmons

(Fooinotex)

1917

1917 = 1919 - 1921

1918

1921

1921 -1922

1922 - 1925
1925 - 1926
1926

1927 - 1930

1930 = J935

1935 1936
1936 - 1935
1938 —1939

[939 - 1943

J943 = J944¢

' At warions tomes this commamid was titled Drizion of the Pacific, Deparmmont of Califormia, Pagific
Division, Western Divigion, and Ninth Corps Area. Some of the appomiments were very briel

and 11.1x possible that one or more of the genecmis did not physically oceupy Quarters 1, slihough

authorized 10 do 3o

“(On September 23, 1943, Gen, Emmons tronsfereed Quartess 1 1o the San Feaieiseo Part of
Embarkation for wse us an Officers Club. However, he maintained an spirtment upstairs until 1934
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The original 1855 Commanding
General's House at Black Point, 1869,
(BANC)

Fort Mason Quarters 1 Timeline

1850s Original structure on the site built by
James Brooks, editor of Golden Era, who oc-
cupies it briefly, then sells it to Haskell & Co.
House is sold again to Charles Cook of Palmer-
Cooke & Co.

1861 House sold to wool merchant Emil Grisar
who lives there for three years,

1864 Grisar leases house for one year to US.
Army surgeon Dr. Ten Broeck (identified as “Sur-
geon, US.A. Medical Purveyor”), probably dur-
ing period berween the army’s initial occupation
of Black Point and before the final eviction of
remaining ‘squatters’

1865 August U.S. Army takes full control of
Grisar's house and remodels it for the residence
of Gen. Henry Halleck, Commanding General
of Dept. of the Pacific. House repaired and en-
larged for his use.

1865 November Halleck moves into former Gri-
sar house.

1869 CG's house photographed by Eadweard
Muybridge.

1871 Army reports in Outline Description of
Military Posts that four old civilian structures at
Black Point have been turned into officers’ quar-
ters. “The largest and best of these quarters are
occupied by the Department Commander”

1876 Maj. Gen. [rvin McDowell assumes
command of Dept. of the Pacific and secures
§9,998.74 from Congress to remodel the CG's
residence.

1877 July 7 July 1877 - Daily Alta Cali-
Sfornia reports “a fine structure™ under construc-
tion at Black Point for the major general “where
he can entertain satisfactorily” Location is men-
tioned, “Officers of foreign fleets can have their
boats brought to the wharf at the foot of the
Reservation” The location was reportedly more
accessible by boat than carriage.In the process or
construction, old Brooks-Grisar House is moved
80 yards north to site of today’s Quarters 2. Two
wings are reportedly left behind and incorpo-
rated into the new CG's residence.

1878 New structure (today’s Qrirs 2) is com-
pleted. Constructed out of main portion of old
Brooks-Grisar house. Intended as residence for
the Commanding Officer of Point San Jose Mili-
tary Reservation.
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1879 September 25 September 1879. President
LS. Grant visits San Francisco and is entertained
at CG's residence by Gen. McDowell,

1879 October 2 October 1879. Estimates pre-
pared by Deputy QMG for upgrades and repairs
to CG's house. [tems include wind fencing, sand
control (plantings?), preservation of woodwork
inside the house, and unspecified work needed
“to put the place in order” Also included is a
bandstand north of the residence. The paint in-
cluded white lead, chrome yellow, chrome green,
Prussian blue, drop black, yellow ochre, burnt
umber, and Paris white. (Funds approved on 29
October 1879)

1880 September 12 September 1880. President
Rutherford B. Hayes, Mrs. Hayes and Gen. Wil-
liam T. Sherman entertained at CG's residence by
Gen. McDowell. “Lunch was served in the din-
ing room at 1 o’clock.”

1883 December House formerly occupied by
Fort Mason's Commanding Officer (today’s
Qrtrs 2) reassigned to the senior aide to the Divi-
sion Commander.

1884 June CG's residence identified in Anmeal
Report of Buildings at Presidio of SF as Bldg. 58
“Quarters of Division Commander, at Fort Ma-
son” Described as follows. First floor of main
structure contains Reception Room, Dining
Room, Hall, Butler’s Pantry, Hall, Library, Par-
lor surrounded by a Conservatory, Bathroom,
etc, and Cloak Room. Second floor contains a
Sitting Room, seven “Chambers”, three halls,
two Dressing Rooms, two bathrooms, Dimen-
sions given for all. (Same for kitchen wing.) An-
nual repairs noted. Repaired Plumbing, altered
doors, painted floors, repaired fences enclosing
quarters.

1854 July 30 July 1884. Post described in Daily
Alta California. “Fifty yards from the outside

line of the Reservation is a gate, ornamented on
each side with a brass cannon bearing the date
of 1673, and just beyond it is [the] residence of
Major-General John Pope...” Grounds described
as “wonderfully beaurtiful with lawns, shade trees
and flowers... A high lattice fence separates the
officers’ residences from those of the garrison,
and in many places is covered with flowering
vines to its full height of twenty-five feet”

1886 Maj. Gen. 0.0. Howard mentions Fort
Mason and Qrtrs 1 in his autobiography. “The
grounds of the main house were very charming -



the trees of the southern and tropical growth, the
hedges all around of geraniums larger than [ had
ever seen before, and seventy-five varieties of
roses beautified a square. After passing through

a high gateway, and by the watchful sentinel, we
were within a veritable paradise”

1887 2 February 1887, CG's residence transferred
to control of Fort Mason and redesignated “Bldg
No. A, Division Commander’s Quarters”. De-
scribed as having nine rooms on ground floor
and eight rooms on second.

1888 “Report of Inspection of Public Buildings
at Fort Mason” identifies structure as Bldg 58.
Annual repairs included repainting exterior of
house, fences and various outbuildings; repairs
to doors, floors and windows; and water con-
nections of both main and outbuildings. Walls
and floors of several rooms and halls repainted.
Total cost $681.73.Repairs needed: roofs of main
building and outbuildings should be painted
with fireproof metallic paint. Several rooms re-
quire papering and “kalsomining.” Close board
fence in front of building will require consider-
able repairing. Some little repairing to chimneys
and ventilators. Incidental repairs to doors, win-
dows, baths, water, etc. $600 estimate.

1888 “Estimate of Material and Labor Costs
for Fiscal Year 18887 Bldg 58. New designation
Bldg “A”. Paint exterior of building, White lead,
yellow ochre, etc. Calcimining, papering and
painting inside of building. Whiting, wallpaper,
assorted colors, white zine, and colors. Repair
of bathroom and fixtures. Repairs to doors,
windows, etc. Painting outbuildings and fences:
White lead, burnt umber, yellow ochre, etc. Re-
pairs of fences and ourbuildings

1892 December Storms blow down trees near
CG's house damaging about half the fencing sur-
round tennis court,

1897 May Extensive inspection report and rec-
ommendations on repairs and upgrades to CG's
residence. Items include refurbishing gas fixtures
and globes “about sixty in number”; install bath-
tubs and sinks, and replace/upgrade plumbing
and toilets (specs and brands included).

1897 June “Improvements desired by the Com-
manding General to his Quarters” Gen, Shafter’s
extensive list. Wallpapering, cleaning and polish-
ing wood, remodeling kitchen and laundry, two
new tubs, electric bells and enunciators, repair
range (new one if needed), paper and paint five
upstairs bedrooms, paper and carpet office,
install toilet near office, and other misc. items.
[Mot clear how much accomplished]

1897 July 20 July 1897, Request for 40
yards of building stone transported from Angel
Island for repairs to foundation. All quarrying
and loading to be done by Alcatraz convicts.

1897 July 31 July 1897, Dept. Com-
mander requests his quarters be attached to Pre-
sidio for repairs, and such labor as can be carried
out by Enlisted Men should be supplied from the
extra duty force of that post.

1897 August 4 August 1897, Letter sent by ad-
jutant at Presidio to Quartermaster, Presidio,
asking for information on date he began super-
intending the work on the CG's house at Fort
Mason, and by whose authority. Second letter
same date asking what allowances, if any, allotted
to the repairs and how many men employed on
the quarters.

1897 September The following repairs and
upgrades to CG's house are reported complete:
New furnace, repairs to range, repairing and
replacing gas fixtures. Electrical repairs, New
bathtubs, [water] closets, and general repairs For
refitting the general’s office: 70 yds “Brdy” [bur-
gundy?] Brussels Carpet laid. Repairs to desk
and book cases. Revolving chair. ¥ dozen office
chairs Lounge

1897 October “3600 for repairs to paint and
woodwork of CG's quarters...completed” Other
work includes retaining wall in cellar, exterior
painting of quarters, repairs to roof, and painting
of stable,

1903 January Lemer with sketch map prepared
showing walks surrounding CG's house and
other officers’ quarters. CG's house still desig-
nated #58.

1903 April 14 April 1903. Four Alcatraz prison-
ers working in basement of C('s house stage
break, overpowering and beating guard, gag-
ging him, and escaping through a coal chute. All
caught,

1905 April $308.25 authorized for painting the
interior of the CG's house

1906 February 20 February 1906. Estimate
prepared for repairing Division Commander's
Quarters No. 58, Fort Mason: Beeswax floors
parlor, reception room & conservatory. Varnish
door sills in parlor, reception room, and wood-
work in conservatory. Paint floor and varnish
woodwork in pantry. Stain staircase and varnish
balustradeVarnish vestibule. Paint exterior and
roof. (Approved)
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Chilwin Vice Conul and iapririanLs

thes mrchants calling upon Gerwral
Fimstan at Fort Mison, 190& " (sF9)
AAC-FETH)

4906 April 18 April 1906, General Froderick
Fuaston, seung communder of Pucific Diviston,
culgblistuss besdouarters ot OO restdesce fol-
lowing disssttous earthiquake ond directs army's
firefighting mmd rellet activities.

1906 April 22 April 1906, Cren. Adolphus
Gireeley, O of Pacific Division. returns 1o his
residende 2l Forl Mason aid sssumes cantool of
el activitis

1906 June 20 June 1906 Report oo esrthuyuake
dimagy, sl posts. G houas at Fors Mason
needed repairs w chimuey, rool, plaster, ele.

1906 Decamber 13 Decamber 1906, QMG ou-
thorizes §120 1o repour recepdon roam and halls,

07 May 16 Moy 1907 QMG nuthorizes 8500
fiot pepradls o Hoors snd walls

1908 September 11 September 1908 CO of Fort
Magan forwards estimai to pit OO (uustesrs

Iy firat clise condition. €2, 573 estimate Long

Disa Vsat v hakides Renrwing hasdwood fuars,
Repainting upstairs where paing was applied
over polished wood, Repairing roof mnd gutters;
Whitewnshing baserment {2 reference 1o this
practice} '‘Whale interior needs repainting. Spec-
fficurinrs include: Kalsomine cedling of wstibule
Patnnng exteriorn, roofs and rim work, two coars;
Regralrs to wondwork, Inclnding scraping, sand-
papering & wariog hardwood Qooes Approvil
recetved fiar $1L091 an 9 December 1908

1909 civca Flow plan prepased for interior when
stenm heat was hetng part ln

1909 June 28 June 1904 Trpection of Fort Ma-
sem, Mamo deserthing CG's quarters reports thag
OGS struciure i heated with hot wir furmace:
“Complaint has been made that v permits smoke
o penptrats into the rooms..."

1209 Decembrer 10 Decémber 1909, Fund-

imi suthorized w feplace hot air fufnace with
steam heating plant. Other work recopimended
inclisdes: Renewing oot in Receplion Hall,
Exning Room and Dmwing Rovm Patching aind
replastering where necessary, Repapeting Do
ing Roum, Reception Hall, stirway uod 2% oo
hall; Repairy 1o roof,

1909 December 11 Deécember 1909 GO resi-
deniée rerimibered Trom Fort Mason #38 to Fori
Musaol #1.

1911 Specifications for tepair and repainting Qr-
try 1t Palnt sxterlon — two couts, Repalr shingled
roof snd paint — one coat; Paint entrance gale

82 Forl Mason Officen Chilh Hitorie Structurs Raport

anl ferie = two cons, Repair plapter of celling of
4 2* floor bedroom. Paper the new plaster and
thtst ceilting,

1911 Ocrober 25 October 1911 Contract 1w
ke ahamges i OO house, incliding Conver|
coal hin into servant’s hedroom |probably in
kitchen wingli Place one double-icting door in
i room and one single-acting Construd]
vty e clomats on 2 Hoor and alter thres
otheérs, Paint all [nveclie woold Varrish il hard-
wiad. Wax floges, bronze radistors and piping,
fix up mantles, fireplaces, slecirical fxmures
Overhuul plunbing Repsir burdware s da-
aged woodwork and plaster; Place Hberstome
fhoors m bathroomss limndry, penrry moel kitohaen;
Srain roof shingles. Concrete cellar fivor. Whire-
wirih cellar. Make butlding rar proof. Place
hardwoad floor overall bed rooms i secomd
Hoor and [Mbeary

1911 December 29 Dyicember 191), Mal Gen
Arthur Murray wonits following chunges [ ad-
dition o work already i progress: Bebuild con-
servatary “saas 1) make thewist side the same
width us the main part, Le, 10°6™ - the new addl-
thom bo pest om comcrete piers and hove littice un-
dir the sme. Rearramge chamn closets ) bitler’s
pantry and case in the soil pipe  Change the two
windows i bedroom #8 into one ioarge window
Change the rwo doors in thie drawing room so %
to huve the best side of the same exposed when
divors are open. Put Upein bay window af dinig
roam the fretwork now stored in the cellar

1912 March | March 1912 Report of vhanges
miatide to Qrirs 1 Adiition placed an Conser-
watory thessiiiing 5267, Mew gloset bullt in
Butlers puntry; Coal bin change to servant's
bathroom; New closet instiilled ar end of second
Hoor hall, 2'6™x%'; Additional closet provided
rear hall, second floor, 28", This space was off
ahathroam: All bathrooms, kitchen. lsundry,
and pantry changed W fhet stong Doors; Col-
Lt foors concretid; New gus main constroted
fram stable tn bullding for heating purposes (o
all fireplaces, gas logs put In euch Areplace Wall
radiators substingled foe stind mdoton

1912 March Hecord of furnlehings prepared for
Qs L "Chairs, tabiles) ete. but no detimls rogard-
g materials or wvles.

[913 February 28 Februmy 190, Eleewical
Hghting syxtem upgradied at cost ol §54 671

1920 Januuey 26 January 1920, Gerpra fali |,
Pershing visits San Prancisco, inspects defenass,
and has lunch at GG house: San Frandico

Chrondele reports that the O (LL G, Huntes



Heliday party at Officers Club, circa
1950s. (GOGA)

Liggett) was absent, though.

1930s Network of concrete walkways sur-
rounding the structure assumes its present
configuration

1931 September 26 September 1931. Comple-
tion report of alterations to heating system in
CG's residence. “Removing old Sunray hot water
boiler and oil burner equipment and installing a
new steam boiler for oil burning, new oil burn-
ing equipment, and new radiators, and providing
a Thrush heating system for rapid circulation.”
(Numerous technical details in report)

1936 Qrts 1 repainted with two coats, lead and
oil paint. [No colors specified]

1938 March Completion report for Alterations
and Rehabilitation of Bldg 1, Ft Mason: Mod-
ernized plumbing and installed new fixtures in
bathrooms; Installed additional bathroom on
second floor; Installed tile on walls and floors
of all bathrooms. Also medicine cabinets; Re-
placed roof; Painted interior and exterior; Re-
placed open wiring with BX cable and conduit;
Replaced oak flooring and refinished all floors.
Replaced old wallpaper. Repaired gutters; Refin-
ished wood trim

1939 December 15 December 1939, Two cannon
reported at Qrtrs 1, Fort Mason “1684 5an Mar-
tin” and “1628 San Domingo™. One is in front of
and one behind the CG's quarters.

1943 September Building transferred to Port
of Embarkation for use as Officers Club by last
resident, Maj. Gen. Kenyon A Royce, on 13 Sep-
tember 1943,

1948 June 4 June 1948. Formal opening of new
one-story Social Hall addition (sometimes called
“Ballroom™), added to SE corner of Qrtrs 1.

1949 Officers Information Booklet describes Of-
ficers’ Mess: “The Officers’ Mess is located in
Bldg 1, and includes a recreation room, library,
bar, and dining room. Cafeteria lunches are
served Monday through Friday from 1145 to
1330. Table service dinner is served from 1800 to
1930 daily.... Dues for all members are $2.00 per
month with an additional fee of 50¢ per month if
a liquor locker is desired”

1958 June Boring log prepared for expansion of
kitchen and construction of new dining room at
NE corner of building. 6 June 1958, First plans
drawn up for “Additions and Modifications to
Open Mess", showing a new dining room and
extensive remodeling of kitchen wing. Former

dining room to become cafeteria-serving area.

1958 June 11 June 1958. Another set of plans
with same title, but with major change: Dining
Room is labeled “Future™ and each sheet con-
tains notation “Omitted Portion of Dining Room
{Future Construction).”

1958 July 11 July 1958. Plans updated to show
construction in two phases; Phase I to include
remodeling of kitchen and converting former
dining room into cafeteria, and Phase II to in-
clude construction of a new dining room. 22 July
1958. Army officially renames Quarters 1 “Mc-
Dowell Hall” in honor of Major General Irvin
McDowell.

1959 August 19 August 1959. Revised plans call
for “Kitchen Demolition and Reconstruction”,
showing total replacement of historic kitchen
and servants’ wing. New construction to take
place within the existing footprint.

1959 September 30 September 1959, “Dining
Room Addition and Modification™ plans, this
time showing again both the new dining room
and the kitchen modifications.

1960 February 1 February 1960. “Transient
Dining Room, Bldg. No. 1, Fort Mason” plans. 12
sheets. Conservatory now labeled “Circle Room"
and Library still “Library” (Plans reflect 2004
floorplan almost exactly.)

1961 June 6 June 1961. Drawing “Installation of
Aluminum Doors.” Double glass doors with fixed
glass transom, with emblem of Transportation
Corps etched/painted on transom glass.

1967 “Alterations and Improvements to Ladies
Lounge and Restroom™ New toilet room added
to south end of present room and intruding into
the Social Hall/Ballroom. Also shows domed
ceiling in main lounge room.

1968 July 18 July 1968. “Exterior Painting
= Building 1, Fort Mason” Lots of notes to con-
tractor, but no color specifications.

1970 August 13 August 1970. “Proposed Altera-
tions, McDowell Hall”™ Lots of details such as
electrical work, colors, etc. (currently unknown
if this proposal was implemented)

1971 May 13 May 1971. “Replace Lawn Sprinkler
System.” Shows Officers Club lawn. No traces of
previous formal garden beds.

1974 April 23 April 1974. “Renovation of Fort
Mason Officers Club” Rebuild bar. New alumi-
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num front doors,

1981 June 8 June 1981. “Fort Mason Officers
Club Renovation.” 6 sheets. Extensive interior
work including moldings, chair rails, wall treat-
ments, light fixtures, etc. Social Hall called
“Ballroom™ and Circle Room “Caocktail Lounge”
Pretty much reflects 2004 interior except for bar
and bathrooms.

1981 August 25 August 1981, “Reroof Cocktail
Lounge Area of Officers’ Club”

1983 May “Construct Store Room Fort Mason
Officers Club™ Located at NE corner of kitchen
wing and adjacent to dining room. Includes
other minor interior detail changes.

1985 May 2 May 1983. “Replace Existing Food
Serving Counter” Drawings reflect appearance
and details of present cafeteria serving area.

1985 August 29 August 1985, “Renovation of
Officers’” Club Bar™ 8 sheets. Drawings reflect ap-
pearance and details of present lounge.

1986 June “Renovate Receiving Area Bldg 1 Fort
Mason.” Shows extension of enclosed receiv-
ing dock and refrigerator area at NW corner of
kitchen. Drawings reflect appearance and details
of present receiving area.

1986 June 23 June 1986. “Renovate Bathrooms,
Bldg 1" 12 sheets. Bathrooms on all floors (ex-
cept kitchen wing) remodeled as “Victorian De-
sign Bathrooms™ with brass faucet and fixtures,
pedestal sinks, pull-chain oak toilet tanks, etc. Il-
lustrations included of fixtures. Drawings reflect
appearance and details of present bathrooms,

1995 “Fort Mason Officers Club Entrance
Renovation™ proposal. Shows front entrance
reconstructed for accessibility by raising level of
carriage drive to height of front door threshold.
Mot constructed.

2003 January Fort Mason Officers Club closes.
Golden Gate NRA assumes responsibility for
structure. First floor rooms rented out by Special
Park Use Group (SPUG) for meetings and spe-
cial events, but no kitchen service.

34 Fort Mason Officers Club Historic Structure Report





