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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

DESCRIPTION. OF THE AREA

The Floyd Bennett Field Historic District consists of approximately 385.5
acres of the 1,100-acre airport tract now owned by the Nationall Park
Service (NPS).

Located in South Brooklyn on Jamaica Bay, it was New York City's first
municipal airport. The district includes the site of the 6rigina| runway
and twenty structures of which the most important are the éir‘port
administration building and eight hangars constructed du‘ring the 1920s
and 1930s under a 1927 plan. All structures in the district are included
on the List of Classified Structures. See Administrative Data Summary
for order of significance and numbers of surviving structures. Floyd
Bennett Field was transferred from the Defense Department to the
Department of the interior on October 27, 1972', by Public Law 92-592 of

the 92nd Congress.

SIGNIFICANCE OF FLOYD BENNETT FIELD

Floyd Bennett Field is historically significant as New York City's first
municipal airport; in its role in the development of American aviation; in
its part in World War Il; and in the fact that it is one of the few
American airports designed in the 1920s which are still standing in

basically the same form as when originally built.
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PROPOSED USE OF. STRUCTURES

Specific Buildings

See attached Administrative Data Summary.

General

While structures within the district will be managed in the historic
category, most of their use is expected to be adaptive. The district will
be the hub of one of Gateway's three "Gateway V'illages" which are

described in the park's Decision's Paper is as follows:’

The village concept is intended to describe activity centers,
which in these cases have been clustered around two former
military posts and a former naval air station, and the concept
serves as an organizing rationale for reusing facilities in new
ways to serve the park and its visitors.

All three sites will be major year-round activity centers for the
park, and all will focus their programs and facilities around the
theme of man and the environment. However, each village will
have a distinct character based on the nature of its site and
resources. The villages will retain a noncommercial atmosphere,
although there will be a variety of services, such as food,
available in each. They will neither serve as nor look like
amusement parks or modern theme parks available elsewhere.
They will have strong educational and interpretive programs
tied to the park's location in a large metropolitan region.

Emphasis will be placed on the preservation and adaptive reuse
of historic resources and the introduction of natural plant
materials into an urban environment. New facilities will be
constructed and maintained to complement this setting.

Recreational uses appropriate to a '"village" setting will be
accommodated in this zone, including staying in a hostel;
attending or participating in cultural and educational events,
lectures, shows, exhibits, and festivals; dancing; singing;
doing research; and so on. All development required for the
support of these kinds of activities will be acceptable in the
villages; examples are restaurants and cafes, stores,
classrooms, laboratories, theaters, studios, gymnasiums, day
centers, interpretive centers, plazas, open-air markets,
promenades, - = administration and maintenance facilities,
apartments and other residences for essential park staff (those
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required to stay on site) and for sites for recreational vehicles,

and parking areas.
The emphasis on adaptive use should not, however, obscure the need for
a good program of historical interpretation. The logical questions of the
visiting public will be "What went on in these buildings? why are we
taking such care to preserve them?" Gateway's Interpretive Prospectus

(1978) recommends a number of ways to provide answers. In the
Administration Building (No. 1) it calls for an exhibit room on the history'

of aviation at the field, an auditorium where films and slides on the
field's history would be shown, and for restoration of the control tower,
with an audio exhibit where visitors could hear reconstructed take-offs by
historic flights, such as Wiley Post's first solo flight around the world.
The prospectus also recommends that one of the hangars be used for
exhibiting exampies of the kinds of planes that flew from Floyd Bennett
Field, and other exhibits showing the impact of technology on the natural

environmenti at Barren island.

PROBLEMS

. The use of district structures, both' adaptively and for historip

interpretation is complicated by a number of problems:

1. Presently programmed cyclical funds are not adequate to halt
deterioration or stabilize the historic structures. A Denver Service
Center (DSC) team headed by Jack Lovell reported in early 1979 that

there is the beginning of serious deterioration in the structural roof

support of Hangars 1 and 2. Funds available for renovation of hangars
for recreation purposes were not adequate to do the job at Hangars 1 and
2, so Hangars 5 and 6, which are in better condition,’ were selected for
rehabilitation. The DSC engineers envisioned the possibility"that some of
our hangar roofs would be caved-in before we can stabilize them. It is
~ extremely important that funds be found to halt deterioration of these
buildings. :
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2. It is difficult to develop interim uses for these buildings
because of present safety hazards caused by deterioration, and because
of the lack of working support facilities such as bathrooms. The lean-to
sections of the hangars, where offices, shops, classrooms, "and bathrooms
were located are unsafe and unfit for use. The hangar‘s themselves also
pose problems. - Rotler hockey and ball games break. hangar windows;
some floors are broken and uneven; and the looseness of the hangar
doors creates a loud vrattling noise that makes musical cultural
programming difficult. Additional technical assistance is needed to solve

such problems and make interim use of the hangar areas more possible.

3. Whether it be for interim use or for ultimate use within the
Gateway Village concept, a major problem with the hangars is how to heat
them in a cost-efficient manner, and how to get the funds to heat them.
Attention. should be given just as soon as possible to planning of heating,

~ taking into account the possible use of alternative technologies such as

solar heat, solar hot water, and co-generation. Planning should be such
as to avoid affecting the appearance of the hijstoric structures, and
should also take into account program planning and seasonal scheduling.

JUSTIFICATION FOR USE

The decision to preserve the exteriors of structures at Floyd Bennett
Field and adaptively use the interiors is based on NPS Management

Policies, in 1978, excerpted below:

Partial restoration (usually for adaptive use) may be under-
taken when necessary to insure preservation of the structure or
to restore the historic scene, or when desirable for .interpretive
purposes. In all cases, sufficient historical, architectural, and
archaeological data must exist to permit accurate restoration,
with a minimum of conjecture. pp. V-16 Adaptive use may be
appropriate for structures that are visually important in the
historic scene but do not otherwise qualify for exhibition
purposes. In such cases the facade, or so much of the
exterior as is necessary, is treated to achieve the management
purpose so that it will be properly understood from the public
view. The interior is usually converted to modern functional
use, but original fabric is retained wherever practicable. pp.
V-16



Historic structures other than those in Category la (National
Historic Landmarks) may be utilized for commercial and
residential purposes when compatible with the primary purpose
of the area and consistent with their preservation. Reasonable
fees may be charged for the use of facilities. pp. V-24

BASIC DATA"

Historic Structure Study - A General History of Jamaica Bay, Breezy
Point and Staten lIsland Units - Tony Wrenn.

General Management Plan, Gateway National Recreation Area, Draft.

Decisions Paper.

Environmental Impact Statement, (Draft).

Management Policies (1978), National Park Service. .

National Register Nomination Form, Floyd Bennett Field Historic District
(1978). '

Interpretive Prospectus - Gateway National Recreation Area, 1978.

Public Law 92-592, 92nd Congress s. 1852, October 27, 1972, an act to
establish Gateway National Recreation Area.
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA SUMMARY

Significance Present Use

Proposed Use

"Remarks

Building Name : Date
Number Present/Historic Built
1 Airport Administra- 1931
tion Building

(Building No. 1)

B

Main power switch for
Floyd Bennett Field

is in basement.

Main telephone switch-
board for Floyd
Bennett phane system
is in an office on
first floor.

Interpretation and
Administration -
small auditorium,
exhibit room, in-
terpretive use of
control tower,
environmental,
education, admin-
istrative offices.

Leak in Roof will

be repaired during
FY 80 for $180,000
but much more work
must be done to
preserve building
and make it

usable.

Shop Work/Storage

Recreation/Adaptive
use.

Structural support
is deteriorating,
according to

DsC.

Storage

Recreation/Adaptive
use.

See remark for
Hangar No. 1

2 Hangar No. 1 1930
3 Hangar No. 2 1930
5 Hangar No. 3 1930
6 Hangar No. 4 1930

Under special use
permit to helicopter
unit of New York
Police Department.

Under special use
permit to helicopter
unit of New York
Police Department.

Historic and
Environmental
Interpretation
and/or Adaptive
Use.

Historic and
Environmental
Interpretative
and/or Adaptive
use.

New York Police
Department is
probably a
beneficent
presence now
because we don't
have funds to
stabilize and
maintain these
hangars.” As park
develops, however,
helicopter unit
should be moved
to a location
where it would not
be in the middie
of National Park
Service traffic
flow. :

See remark
for Hangar
No. 3.




Building Name Date
Number Present/Historic Built  Significance Present Use Proposed Use Remarks
8 Hangar No. 5 1931 Partially Recreation Historic and Some $750,000
Partially Vacant Environmental will be spent
and/or Recrea- in Fy 80 to
tion/Adaptive rehabilitate
use. this hangar.
Hangar No. 3
and Hangar
No. 6. DSC
says this
amount will
probably not
be enough to
do the job
completely.
9 Hangar No. 6 1931 Partially Recreation tnterpretation/ See remark
Partially Vacant Recreation for No. 5
above.
" Hangar No. 7 1931 Trailer Storage Recreation/Adaptive
12 Hangar No. 8 1931 ParﬁaHy Recreation Recreation/Adaptive
Partially Vacant
14 Garage/Maintenance 1936 Vacant Maintenvance/Storage
Shop .
15 Pump House No. 30 1931 Pumping Machinery " Maintenance/Storage

and Tanks.
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PREFACE

This study has been prepared lo satisTy the hislorical research needs as
outlined in the Draft Task Directive, Floyd Bennell Field, Gateway
National Recreation Area, completed in February 1979. The project,
funded by Package Proposal No. 109, calls for historical data to facilitate
the restoration and preservation of the Administration Building, Hangars,
and other structures at Floyd Bennett Field that were constructed during
the 1930s.

The primary sources dealing with Floyd Bennett Field and its structures

along with secondary sources on aviation from the 1920s to the 1940s have
been reviewed. The information that has been compiled will be helpful to
historical architects and planners when they prepare for the restoration

or stabilization of the buildings.

The author is grateful to numerous people who assisted him in the
_preparation of this study. Special thanks should"go' to Park
Superintendent Herbert S. Cables, Jr.; Chief of interpretation Sam
Holmes; and other members of the staff both a‘t Gateway Park
Headquarters and the Jamaica Bay Unit Headquarters. Also, the help of
Idilio Gracia Pena, Director of the City of New York Municipai Archives,
and his staff; Maria Spina, Head of the Brooklyn Collection in the
Brooklyn Public Library; Anthony Fantozzi of the Bayonne, New Jersey,
Branch of the National Archives and Records Service; and John J.
Behan, Director of Aviation, New York City Department of
Transportation, and his staff was instrumental in Iocating vital source
material. Frank Williss, who had originally been assigned the Floyd
Bennett Field project, was very helpful in supplying his research notes
and indicating sources of information. Finally, Susan Simpson deserves
thanks for lending her architectural expertise plus data about the
buildings.
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CHAPTER 1: HISTORY OF FLOYD BENNETT FIELD

Introduction

Floyd Bennett Field, .the first municipal airport built by New York City,
played a key role in the technical and commercial development of American
aviation in the 1930s. The field was never the most important airport in
the country. Yet, its location and the qualjty of its facilities led to
extensive use. Numerous record breaking flights either originated or
terminated there. An airmail controversy between Floyd Bennett Field and
Newark Airport,. which the New York airport lost, led to the field's
commercial failure and shows the importance of postal business to the
struggling airlines at that time. Finally, after the airport was sold to the
Navy in 1942, it played a significant military role in World War II.

What follows is a somewhat brief overview of the airport's past. Though

.many events will be dealt with lightly, others will be thoroughly

documented.

New York City Enters the Air Age

Worid War | was responsible for the first major growth in aviation

" throughout the world. The gradual introduction of aircraft into the war,

first as reconnaissance wvehicles, then as tactical and strategical weapons,
gave great impetus to aircraft development. Important new technical
advances were made at a time when the populations of the Western world
were becoming conscious of the expanding potential of aviation.
Particularly in Europe, the conditions after the war were ripe for the
development of commercial aviation. The war produced a breakdown in
surface transportation. There were thousands of military aircraft sitting
idle and r;eady for use, and the geography of the area left wide bodies of



water separating many nations. All of these factors led to the rapid

development of commercial aviation in Europe during the 19205;.1

These European conditions did not exist in the United States. Trans-
portation networks were not disrupted in North America. The limited time
during which the United States was directly involved in the war did not
allow the production of a great surplus of aircraft. The major . United
States cities were already serviced by efficient railroads. As a result,
* commercial aviation in this country got off to a»very(s‘low start.

The federal government's interest in airmail service supplied the stimulus
for commercial aviation in the United States. In the early 1920s, the
‘United States Post Office Department entered the airmail business and
maintained its own fleet of aircraft. In 1927 the government turned its
established routes over 'to financially struggling independent airiines
giving them a great boost in revenue and business. This proved to be
the key to the early success of commercial aviation.2 This importance is
noted by R.E.G. Davies:

A iucrative mail contract was a pre-requisite for survival (of
the early airline companies) for the flying equipment had not
yet reached a stage of efficiency in which the cost of operations
could be covered by revenue based on fares low enough to
attract passengers away from surface transport.

The Government began subsidizing the airlines for space
available for mail. The added income enabled the companies to
provide passenger facilities, and new and better airplanes, an
this had a mushrooming effect on the whole aviation industry.

1. R.E.G. Davies, A History of the World's Airlines, (London: Oxford

University Press, 1964) pp. 39-55.
2. Ibid.

3. Ibid., pp. 53-55.
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Correspdnding with this development of commercial aviation in the United
States during the 1920s was the construction of new airfields to handle
the business. At the end of World War | there were only 115 permanent
airfields in the United States.4 Most had only gravel or grass runways.
The first municipal airport in the country was opened at Atlantic City,
New Jersey in May 1919.5 Similar facilities were constructed throughout
the country in the 1920s as most large cities acquired municipal landing
fields.

-‘The New York City area was in many ways an exception, however. The

numerous small pr‘ivate- airfields constructed in the area infiuenced the
city leaders to ignore the growing need for a municipal airport to
accommodate the developing commercial traffic. In addition, the city was
concerned with other transportation problems in the early years of the
twentieth century, such as the steamship and railroad growth and the
advent of the automobile. Thus it is not suprising that New York City's
leaders ignored aviation in the 1920s and were caught short by its rapid

growth. 6

The first effort by New York City to acquire a municipal airport came on
April 8, 1925, when the chairman of the C'ommitte_e on Landiﬁg Places for
Commercial‘ Air Lines of the Board of Trade and Transportation sent the
city Board of Estimate a request that a landing field be made available for
commercial aircraft. The board's chief engineer was ordered to look _into

the matter and came up with a recommendation that

4. C. R. Roseberry, The Challenging Skies: The Colorful Story of
Aviation's Most Exciting Years, 1919-1939, (Garden City, New York:
Doubleday & Compahy, Inc., 1966), p. 227.

5. Ibid., p. 228.

6. Herbert Kaufman, Gotham in the . Air Age (New York: Harcourt,
Brace and Company, Inc., 1952), p. 145.




the City should take active steps in the near future to set
aside at least one site for ultimate development as a municipal
air field to be operated by the City, and that the 7day is not
far distant when such a field will be self-supporting.

However, no action was taken on this recommendation.

Almost two years later, the Port of New York Authority became involved
in the municipal airport issue. That agency was responsible for
promoting and protecting the commérce of the metropolitan area. As it
grew aware of aviation developments, it investigated the New York area's
needs. On January 29, 1927, the Port Authority's deputy manager issued
a r‘epbrt that included the following statement:

The United States Government in response to demands for

expedited delivery is inaugurating airmail services throughout

the country. The express companies have entered into

experimental contracts  for air  transport. Passenger

transportation by air is just beginning. Existing flying fields

in the vicinity of New York City are either inadequate or

unsuitably located and none of them are commercial airports in

‘theé accepted sense. The Metro-politan District of New

York . . . should have ocne jor mere thoroughly modern

airports or terminal flying fields.
Though no specific action was taken on this recommendation, the pace of
~events quickened as the Federal Government showed an increasing
interest in the airport issue. By 1927 the Department of Commerce was
growing concerned about New York's lack of a commercial airport.
Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover, appointed a 'vFact-Finding
Committee on Suitable Airport Facilities for the New York District. The
committee, made up of twenty-three government, commercial, and
industrial representatives, it submitted its report on November 29, 1927.

It recommended six primary and four secondary areas for landing fields in

7. Ibid., pp. 149-50.
8. Ibid., p. 150.



New Jersey and in New York. The Hoover Committee, as it came to be
called, also suggested that the individual states or cities direct the
construction of the fields, not the Interstate Port Authvor'ity.9

Other events durihg 1927 put more pressure on New York officials.
Charles Lindbergh flew the Atlantic in May, and he was quickiy foiiowed
by Clarence D. Chamberlain and Charles A. Levine, and then Commander
Richard E. Byrd, Bert Acosta, G. C. Noville, and Bernt Balchen. Each
of these flights originated in the New York area, and they stimulated the
interest of the American people in aviation while dramatically pointing out
the immediate possibilities of trans-Atlantic commercial flights.

Finally, Newark, New Jeréey began plans for its own municipal airport.
Construction was started in late 1927 and the field, Newark Municipal
Airport, opened in October 1928. Immediately, it became the primary
landing field in the metropolitan area. All of the airmail business that
came into New. York, with the associated commercial‘ transport service,

was centered there.

The metropolitan area had entered into the corhmercial aviation' business,
but New York City had not. The shortsightedness of the New York City
governmental officials was by 1927 bearing sour fruit. Loud protests
about the revenue benefits Newark received at New York's expense forced

the city officials to act. The result was Floyd Bennett Field.

Selecting a Construction Site

By late 1927, with Newark beginning construction on its airport and the
Hoover Committee report available, New York City officials acted. As
already mentioned, the Hoover Committee recommended six primary and

four secondary sites for the constr‘uctioh of the first of a series of

-airports to serve New York City. One of the secondary sites was Barren

9. ibid., pp. 150-51.




Photograph ‘No. 1

1931 Artist's Conception of Floyd Bennett Field.

New York Municipal Archives.



. — = - T A S R _— g . ‘wgﬂﬂhﬁ-

City of NEW YORK
- MUNICIPAL AlRPORT —

N LOYD BENNETT FIELD |

ApMiINisTRATION DuiLping, HANGARS
AND PADKING AREAS
FLATBUSH AVENUE, BpookiLYN. NY




Island in Brookiyn, located at the end of Flatbush Avenue on Jamaica

Bay.w This site was chosen by the city leaders for the location of New

York's first municipal airport.

There are three key reasons why the Barren lIsland site was selected.
First, since the late nineteenth century the city and federal governments,
in response to the urgings of many New York commercial and industrial
leaders, had been planning to create a major shipping harbor out of
Jamaica Bay. By 1927 the city's Department of Docks had spent well over
11 .
The city

owned Barren lIsland, and could achieve two objectives by dredging the

$100,000,000 of city, state, and federal money on the project.

main Jamaica Bay channel while using the extracted sand to raise the
level of the island to a height suitable for the airport. Also, many New
York governmental leaders thought that it made sense to locate the
airport near this new industrial and commercial development. Second,
Clarence D. Chamberlain, the American aviator who became famous for
flying the Atlantic immediately after Lindbergh, was hired by the City as
a consultant on aviation. He preferred the Barren Island site over the
others because of its location. There were no obstructions nearby that

- might endanger pianes taking off or ianding at the fieid. Since it wouid

be located on Jamaica Bay, the field could. easily accommodate seaplanes,
which were becoming very popular and were considered the most likely
type of aircraft to serve the Atlantic coastal area. Also, Chamberlain felt
that the weather around Barren Island was more suitable for flight
operations. There was little history of fog in th’e.area, which would give.
the field a great advantage over other selected sites, and there was also
little haze and few bad storms. The third, and most important, reason
that the Barren Island site was selected from those the Hoover Committee
recommended was the fact that it was already owned by the City of New

10. "Fact-Finding Committee, New York Metropolitan Airports, Location
of Recommended Airport Sites," November 29, 1927, James J. Walker
Collection, Box 568, New York City Municipal Archives.

11. Kaufman, Gotham in the Air Age, p. 151.




York. The city would have to purchase nearly all of the aiternative sites
from the United States Government or private individuals. That cost was
thought prohibitive. The few recommended sites other than Barren Island
that were alf‘eady owned by the city, such as East Island in Jamaica Bay,
would take too long to develop. Thus, it is not surprising that Barren
Island was selected.

Barren Island

The island the city chose for the new airport was first occupied by the
Canarsie Indians in preColumbian times. In the seventeenth century, the
Dutch settled western Long Island and established the town of Flatlands.
The flat,” nearly sea level area seemed quite suitable to settlers coming
from Holland and Belgium. Barren Island came under the jurisdiction of
Flatlands. Situated to the south, it was tied to Long lIsland only by
infrequent ferry service.

By the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Barren Island had
become a small community within Flatlands and the Borough of Brooklyn.
The population, which numbered several thousand, was supported by a
city-owned incinerator and garbage dump and a glue factory that 'used

horses and other animals as raw material. The town consisted of a main.

street with taverns, movie theaters, shops, a school, and post office.12

The community residents were in many ways outcasts living, strangely
enough, in Brookiyn, New York. Before Flatbush Avenue was extended
to the south ending the island's isolation, the people of Barren lIsland
lived a separate existence. They boosted their meager income from the
glue factory and incinerator works by harvesting a little from the sea.
The island was not suitable for agricultural products, though a few fruit
trees grew there.

12. New York Daily News, November 7, 1940, p. C1.
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Photograph No. 2

LL

Barren lIsland site during the hydraulic sand fill operation in late 1928.

Smithsonian Institution.
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Little remained of the Barren lIsland community when the city began
construction of its first municipal airport there in 1929. Both the glue
factory and incinerator works were no longer functioning and the tall -
smoke stacks that starkly reminded the residents of the relatively
prosperous past were eventually to be destroyed as obstructions. The
population that remained was quite small and most of the buildings had
been demolished, as can be seen from period photographs of the area.
Clearly Barren lIsland was a dying community. The few families that were
able to hang on until the early 1940s were evicted by the federal
goVef*nment when it purchased Floyd Bennett Field and expanded the

airport into a Naval Air St:ation.13

Construction of the Airport

Once the decision to build a municipal airport on Barren Islénd had been
made, the construction was turned over to the Department of Docks, an
agency that had gradually inherited the administration of the New York
City port facilities. It received the task of building the airport because
it was in charge of the development of the Jamaica Bay project. The
first contract, No. 1917, was awarded in May 1928 to R. A. Perry of New

York. It amounted to a total of $583,820 for "hydraulic filling and for

grading in an area of about 350 acres between Jamaica Bay Main __Intérior-

Channel " and Flatbush Avenue."14 This project was completed May 16,

1929, but a "Supplementary to Contract No. 1917," No. 1935, which
expanded the initial job, was awarded in late 1928 and totaled $74,970. It
was completed one month Ia‘cer‘.15 Both jobs entailed filling in the

designated area to a height of sixteen feet above mean low tide.

13. Ibid.

14. "Contracts. Awarded for Work at the Municipal Airport," May 14,
1931. walker Collection, Box 567.

15.  ibid.

13



Photograph No. 3

14"

Fioyd Bennett Field in late 1929 showing the completed runways and the
early construction on the hangars.

New York Municipal Archives.
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when the hydraulic filling operation was nearly completed, a new
contract, No. 1941, was awarded to John L. Walsh of the Northport Sand
& Gravel Company of Northport, Long lIsland. It totaled $722,407.58 for
construction of a privet hedge, reinforced concrete runways, gravel
strips, subsoil, topsoil, topsoil treatment, seeding, and a wooden
platform. Two supplementary contracts to No. 1941 were added in late
1929. They were Contract No. 1979 provided additional topsoil and
additional topsoil treatment, seeding, etc., and No. 1963, aLuth_or_ized the
' 16 The
Departmen of Docks wanted to insure that the new airport received the

widening of the fifty foot wide runways to one hundred feet.

highest rating possible from the Department of Commerce, an “A1A"
rating. Since the 1928 revision to the Aeronautics Branch Bulletin on
"Construction of Airports" stipulated that the receive the rating runways
had to be a minimum of one hundred feet wide, the original runway width

was ‘doubled.n

Once the land was filled and graded, construction began on the
structures. Plans called for an Administration Building, eight aircraft
hangars with concrete aprons, and some smaller structures such as

spotiight stands.. Originally fourteen hangars were pianned, but that

aingars weire pianineéd, oOuut tnat
number was reduced by the time the contracts were awar‘ded.1
Additionally, a two-hangar seaplane base on the Jamaica Bay (east) ‘side
of the field, was proposed. Yet only preliminary work on seaplane ramps
were contracted "’c“)'ut during the initial stage of constr‘uction.19 Later a

seaplane base for the Coast Guard was constructed.

16. |Ibid.

17. "'Construction of Airports," Aeronautics Branch of the D'epar'tme'nt of
Commerce, Revised in 1928, Box 567, Walker Collection.

18 "City of New VYork, Debartment of Dotks, Proposed Municipal
Airport, Borough of Brooklyn, General Location Plans," January 30, 1928,
Revised April 15, 1931, Box 566, Walker Collection.

19. See Drawing No. 1.

19




Photograph No. 4

Runways, concrete apron, and hangar construction at Floyd Bennett Field
in late 1930s.

0¢

Brooklyn Public Library - Brooklyn Collection.
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Photograph No. 5

Floyd Bennett Field on August 6, 1931, showing the proposed location for

44

a seaplane hangar.

National Archives - Photograph No. 80-G-466293.
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The Administration Building was a two story structure with a basement
and a control tower attached on the field side. Each of the eight hangars
had a lean-to attached for maintenance and other kinds of shops or
offices. Initially, two runways were constructed. One, running parallel
to the apron and hangar row, was 3,110 feet long and 100 feet wide.
The second runway formed a "T" with the first. It was 4,000 feet long
and 100 feet wide. Without question, the two runways were first rate in
construction and length, and nearly the longest in the country. Their
reinforced concrete form was an exception when it was common to find

grass and gravel runways at municipal airports.

When it was completed, the municipal airport had a sophisticated lighting
system for night landings, exceptional runways, and good maintenance
and administration facilities. It received an "A1A" rating from the
Commerce Department. New York had one of the finest facilities of its

kind in the country.

Floyd Bennett

As early as October 1928, the city had decided to name its new municipal
airport Floyd Bennett Field.20 Floyd Bennett, 1890-1928, was one of the
true self-giving heros of early American aviation history. He was born in
Warrensburg, New York, left school at the age of 17, and worked for ten
years as a automobile mechanic. He enlisted in the U. S. Navy in 1917
as an aviation mechanic, was trained to fly, becoming Naval Avaitor No.
"9." He served as a flight instructor during the remaining time America
was in the First World War. After the war he continued to fly for the

Navy and gradually rose to the rank of warrant officer.

20. Michael Cosgrove, Commissioner of Docks, to the Board of Estimate
and Apportionment, requesting funds for the construction of the airport,
October 2, 1928, Walker Collection, Box 568.
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In 1925 Bennett was selected as one of the aviators to accompany
Commander Richard E. Byrd's MacMillan Expedition to the Arctic. on
that trip he demonstrated his flying ability and also his coolness in
emergencies. On a flight over Greenland with Byrd, the engine oil
pressure began to rise. There was nowhere they could land safely, yet
if they did not deal with the problem they ran the risk of the engine's
blowing up. Bennett crawled outside of the cockpif to the engine and
took the cap off the oil tank to relieve the pressure, a frightening
experience at altitudes with freezing winds. A 'year‘ later Bennett
accompanied Byrd on his second trip to the Arctic. Flying from
Spitzbergen Island,'he piloted Byrd in the "Josephine Ford" to the North
Pole and back. It was a remarkable feat. When they returned to the
United States, Byrd and Bennett were honored by the whole country.
They were awarded the Distinguished Service Medal and the Congressional
Medal of Honor by President Coolidge. Next Bennett helped‘Byr‘d
prepare for a flight across the Atlantic which was to occur in early 1927.
However, an unfortunate crash while testing the Fokker aircraft put
Bennett in the hospital. He was forced to miss the Byrd flight when it

took place in June 1927, one month after _Lindber‘gh's'historic crossing.21

In late 1927 Bennett and Byrd began to plan for a flight across the South

- . Pole. But Floyd Bennett interrupted the preparations for that flight to

join a rescue mission which in turn cost him his life. In the early spring
of 1928, while Bennett and Bernt Balchem, another o"_f‘. Byrd's pilots, tried
out the two-engined Fokker Universals that were to be used on the
Antarctic flight, the Junkers aircraft "Bremen," which was attempting a
difficult east to west crossing of the Atlantic, was forced down on
Greeley Islaﬁd, Labrador. Although the plane was not seriously
damaged, the crew could not take off before some repair parts and other
supplies were brought to them. The "Bremen" was piloted by two

Germans, Baron Guenther von Huenefeld, and Captain Hermann Koehl,

21. New York Times, April 26, 1928, p. 2.
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Photograph No. 6
Portrait of Floyd Bennett that hung in the first floor lobby of the
Administration Building.

Brookliyn Public Library - Brooklyn Collection.
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and one Irishman, Major James Fitzmaurice. Bennett and Balchem flew
the rescue mission, and while on the flight north Bennett became ill. He
had not fully recovered his strength after the accident the preceding
year. Forced to drop out of the relief effort, he was taken to Quebec
where he contracted pneumonia and died on April 25. Emergency efforts
by numerous people to save him, including a flight by Charles Lindbergh
from New York to Quebec to bring serum to the hospital, were in vain.
Bennett's body was brought back to New York City where he was
eulogized and then carried to Washington where, with full military honors,

he was buried in Arlington Cemeter'y.22

In light of Floyd Bennett's family ties with the state of New York, his
role as a hero and pioneer aviator, and the timing of his death, it is not
surprising that the city of New York decided to name its new municipal

airport after him.

Dedication of the Airport

With construction underway and a name chosen for the airport, New York
officials began to plan for the dedication of the airfield in late 1929.
Actually, there were two dedication ceremonies. The first was held on
June 26, 1930. By that time the runways, taxiways and aprons, and
some of the hangar facilities were completed and the field could be opened
for limited operations. But though flight operations commenced at the
field after this dedication, major construction continued as workmen
completed the remaining hangar facilities and the administration building.
Mrs. Cora Bennett and Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd were both present
at the first ceremony. The Navy dirigible Los Angeles hovered over the

field while an array of Army Air Corps aircraft cir‘cled.23

%

22. New York Times, April 28, 1928, p. 1.

23. New York Times, June 27, 1930, p. 27.
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The formal dedication ceremony occurred almost a year later, on
Saturday, May 23, 1931. It was a big occasion, for not only was the
field dedicated but also the ceremony coincided with probably the biggest
aerial demonstration that ever occurred in the United States.

The United States Army Air Corps decided to stage defense maneuvers
throughout the northeast between May 15 and 30, 1931. A huge flotilla of '
672 aircraft, started out from Dayton, Ohio, and traveled to CIeveIahd,
Pittsburgh, New York, Boston, back to New York, then to Washington.24

Three types of aircraft took part in the maneuvers--the Curtiss Falcon
Ad-B attack plane, -the Curtiss Condor bdmber‘, and the Curtiss Hawk

. 25 :
pursuit plane.™

It was a big show and New York City officials chose. ‘the arrival date of
the aircraft over their city, May 23, as the time for the official dedication
- of the new municipal airport. A private banquet was .held the night
before and attended by most political, business, and military leaders from
the New York area. The festivities at the field the next day drew a
crowd estimated by the New York Times to total 25,000 people. The
Times also noted that 597 aircraft flew over the city and the field.<°

More people would have certainly attended the dedication ceremohies' if the

Army aircraft had only appeared there, but it flew ov_e’_’r' much of the New
York area. All of.‘ the hahgars at Floyd Bennett Field"Were finished and
the Administration ‘Building was nearing completion. = Eight Navy planes
from Valley Stré'am, Long lIsland Airport, commanded by Lt. R. F.
Whitehead, were the first official arrivals at the field. It was already
understood that the Navy would occupy part of the field on the first of

- 27
June as a reserve base.

24. Leter from Assistant Secretary of War for Aviation, F. Trubee
Davidson, Walker Collection, Box 672; and "Special Air Traffic Rules
Effective During Army Air Corps Maneuvers," May 11, 1931, from the
~ Aeronautics Branch, Department of Commerce, Walker Cllection, Box 567.

25. Ar‘ticl_e from the New York Daily News, May 22, 1931, Walker
Collection, Box 567. . : e

26. |bid.
27. Ibid.




Photograph No. 7

View looking north fr‘onﬁ the Administration Building Control Tower
showing Hangar 5 and the apron area, ca. 1933. '
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Smithsonian Institution.
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Thus, Floyd Bennett Field was ready to serve the aviation needs of the
New York metropolitan area. Everyone involved in the project seemed to
believe that there would be no trouble shifting the airmail and commercial
business that had centered at Newark Airport since 1927 to the Brookiyn
field. After all, Floyd Bennett Field was situated in New York City. [t
seemed only fair that it be allowed to handle the bulk of the New York

aviation business.

The Airmail Controversy with Newark

For months after the formal dedication of the field in May 1931, the
Department of Docks continued to improve the facilities at the field in
order to meet all federal government requirements and offer the best
conditions to aviators. As Herbert Kaufman states:

More vigorous efforts to improve service were instituted, clearly
in order to make the New York field more attractive. The
principal road to Floyd Bennett was widened and repaired. Bus
service connecting the field with the subway was begun. Work
on a seaplane base was rushed, and the City tried to persuade
the backers and operators of seaplanes to desighate the
Brooklyn base as their terminus. There were even steps in the
direction of a flying shuttle service to Manhattan designed to
cut the time needed to reach Times Square to eight minutes.
The Commissioner of Docks announced optimistically, "Floyd
Bennett Field's future appears brighter at present than at any
time since its dedications, and, with the field rapidly achieving
recognition as one of this country's greatest airports, it is
believed that, in the very near future, itz\gill be the center of
all aviation activity in the New York area."

However, city officials underestimated the quality of the Newark Airport

and were overly confident of their ability to convince federal officials that

Floyd Bennett Field should monopolize the airmail business in the
metropolitan area. |

28. Kaufman, Gotham in the Air Age, pp. 152-53.
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As mentioned earlier, the Post Office Department maintained its own fleet
of aircraft to fly the airmail from 1918 to 1927. But in the latter year,
the department began to contract out the business to the commercial
airline companies that were springing up throughout the country. It was
lucrative business for the new struggling companies, who proved willing
to go out of their way to use airports that only had the approval of the

Post Office Department, When the Newark Airport was completed in 1928,

its officials took particular care to insure that their facility met the
requirements of the Post Office Department, and, consequently, the field
was designatedb the airmail terminus within the New York metropolitan
area. In 1928 there simply was no other airport that came close to
matching the up-to-date and, in many ways, innovate facilities of the
Newark Airport. The field's assests were also enhanced by the highway

'system Newark built to connect it with Manhattan, most notably the

Pulaski Skyway -that terminated at the Holland Tunnel Therefore,
Newark airport had - modern facilities as. well as,quu:k and efficient

transportation routes to the central New York area.

Though it appears they were ‘not aware of it at flr‘st, New York City
officials had to convince the Post Office Department that their new airport
was better than the Newark facility, because it would be expensive to
shift the de5|gnated terminus from one to the other - Unfortunately for
the New York offncnals, because of the lucrative nature of the -airmail
business, if they failed to have the terminus shifted from Newark there'
was also little chance that the major airline companies would use their new

airport for comme_rfCIal traffic.

“The man who I‘ed' the fight for recognition of Floyd Bennett Field as the

airmail terminds__was Fiorello H. LaGuardia, who became mayor of New_ 
York on January 1, 1934. LaGuardia was an aviation enthusiast. He had
been an Army Air Corps pilot during thé “First World War and later
served as a Congressman from New York. He appreciated the great

potential for -aviation and had many friends throughout the airline

34



Photograph No. 8

View looking south from the Administration Building Control Tower
showing the apron area, the brick spotlight tower, part of Hangar 3, and

1

part of the Barren Island community that remained south of the field
about 1933.

Smithsonian Institution.
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29 The new mayor "fired the first shot even before he officially

30 In November 1933, after his
election campaign, LaGuardia took his wife to Florida to rest. On the

industry.
took over the reins of city government."

way back, they flew with TWA, then known as Transcontinental and
Western Air Lines. When the flight landed at Newark Airport on
November 24th, LaGuardia refused to disembark from the aircraft. He
declared to frustrated and surprised airline officials that his ticket stated
that his flight terminated in New York. Newark, New Jersey was not
New York, so he insisted that he be flown to Floyd Bennett Field. After
some haggling, the TWA aircraft was flown over to the Brooklyn

31 The incident gained publicity for the new mayor and Floyd

airport.
Bennett Field, yet it did nothing to change the airmail situation in the

New York metropolitan area.

During 1934 and 1935 LaGuardia and his administration began to put
pressure on the Post Office Department to shift the airmail business from
Newark to Floyd Bennett Field. At the same time, coincidentally, the
postal authorities in Washington were trying to recover from a scandal

that involved the way airmail contracts were awarded to the various

General James J. Farley, cancelled all existing contracts and initiated an
investigation of the matter. The Army was ordered to carry the airmail
during the interim period. In the midst of this controversy and
reorganization, New York City officials lobbied hard to have the Post
Office Department compare the various advantages and disadvantages of
the Newark Airport and Floyd Bennett Field, being certain that the New

York airport would come out on top.

29. |Ibid., p. 153.
30. |1bid.

31. ibid.
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Pressure was on the New York City officials. They had spent nearly
four million dollars building Floyd Bennett Field, and for it to be a
commercial success 'they had to get the major airlines to use the facilities.
Yet such a move by the commercial carriers hinged on Floyd Bennett
Field's being designated as the airmail terminus. A letter from Jack
Frye, vice president and general manager of .TWA, to LaGuardia, dated
September 21, 1934, spelled out the city's dilemma: |

We wish to advise you that this Company is prepared to enter
into an agreement with the City of New York for the use of
Floyd Bennett Airport as its eastern terminal, under the terms
agreed upon with your representatives. The contract
embodying these terms is now being prepared.

As explained to you at our recent conference, it will be
necessary that Floyd Bennett Airport be designated by the Post
Office Department as the airmail terminal for New York City
before we can transfer our operations.

You stated fhat you were taking steps to have this
accomplished, and we would appreciate adgéce from you as to
when you expect to have this consummated.™

Consequently, LaGuardia vigorously pursued the matter. Every
Congressman from Brookiyn wiote James J.
virtues of Floyd Bennett Field and pointing out the faults of the Newark

airport. Floyd -Bennett Field, they stated, was more modern, more

.
letter extolling the

accessible, and part of New York City. The inadequate facilities at
Newark airport, which included poor maintenance accommodations, no
restaurant, a poor runway, and no central administration building, led
the Congressmen to believe that only political reasons had led to Newark's
_Selection in the first place. The assistant postmaster general at the time
of the selection, W. Irving Glover, was a Newark r'esident.33 The
Congressmen failed te note that Floyd Bennett Field did not exist when

Newark airport was completed and selected for the airmail terminus.

32. Fiorello H. LaGuardia Collection, Box 721, City of New York

Municipal Archives.

33. Letter to James A. Farley, December 5, 1934, LaGuardia Collection,
ox 721.
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LaGuardia finally succeeded convincing the Post Office Department to

review the airmail situation in the New York area. During the winter and
early spring of 1935, technical experts from the Post Office Department
looked into the situation. A preliminary indication of the outcome of this
review came in a letter, dated February 6, 1935, to LaGuardia from
Harllee Branch, Second Assistant Postmaster General. “While Branch
admitted that Floyd Bennett Field was "one of [airports] in the country,"
he candidly stated that the "“inaccessibility" of Floyd Bennett Field was
the "big obstacle" preventing to its designation as the airmail terminus.
The road route from southern Brooklyn to Manhattan would not allow

“"satisfactory service," while the alternative communications links

suggested for the field were not realistic. If the Long Island Railroad

~was extended to the airport there would be no asSurance of a "sufficient
frequency of schedules." The suggestion of extending the pneumatic mail
tubes that operated throughout Manhattan and in northern Broolen to
the airport was not realistic because the tubes could not handle outgoing
mail, which had to be bagged or parcels. Seaplane service would not be
dependable enough and would lead to greater expense. Newark was more
suitable as the airmail terminus for two reasons. First, it was close to
the major rail lines coming into the metropolitan area and, therefore, if
aircraft were grounded by bad weather the mail could easily be sent ouf
by train. Second, the highway system linking Newark to Manhattan
allowed quicker and, thus, less expensive communications with that area.
Branch ended his letter by stating that, "The Department will be glad to
hear further from you . . . as to how, in your obinion,v equal or better
facilities for handling the mail can be provided at Floyd Bennett Field. 34
The opinion in this letter was formalized into Post Office Department
policy on August 24, 1935, when Branch made the following statement:

After months = of investigation by . . . the Post Office
Department, and after careful consideration of all points
involved, it has been determined to retain Newark Airport as

34. Harllee Branch to Fiorella LaGuardia, February 6, 1935, LaGuardia
Collection, Box 721. : :
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the Air Mail terminus for3§he air mail routes serving the New
York metropolitan district. ‘

New York had lost the first round.

Most mayors would have given up the fight after Branch's decision in
August. Yet Fiorello LaGuardia was not like most méyors. He was
determined to carry on the fight and take the issue straight to James J.

Farley.

LaGuardia intended to have the facts before him when he presented his
case for Floyd Bennett Field. He ordered the 17th Division of the New
York City Police Dep.artment to investigate the most direct route from

"Manhattan to the new municipal airport. The route from Pennsylvania

Station to Newark airport and back was timed in good and bad weather.
The results showed that the best time going to NeWar‘k was twenty-six
minutes while the best return time was twenty-four minutes. The best
time from Pennsylvania Station to Floyd Bennett Field was thirty-three
minutes, and the best return time was thirty-eight minutes. Clearly the

rdia received from his own police force supported Newark

36

evidence LaCu

airport and not Floyd Bennett Field.

Possibly because of the results of this police experiment, LaGuardia
shifted his approach in a letter to Farley in October. He suggested to
the postmaster general that Floyd Bennett Field, along with two other
unnamed airports, be designated alternate airmail terminals, in case
Newark airport was closed due to bad weather. LaGuardia insisted .that
this suggestion was based largely on his desire to insure that the most
stringent safety standards for flying were maintained in the New York
area. Over a five year tryout period this alternate field plan would cost

35. Kaufman, Gotham in the Air Age, p. 155.

3(?. "Report on the Most Direct Route from N.Y.C. to Floyd Bennett
Airport," September 26, 1935, LaGuardia Collection, Box 721.
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Photograph No. 9

Seaplane leaving the Manhattan Skyport on the East River in June of
1937. This is the type of aircraft that would have provided the shuttie
air service between Floyd Bennett Field and Manhattan.

(A4

New York Municipal Archives.
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an estimated one million dollars. The mayor did not specify in his letter
who would have to absorb this expense.37

LaGuardia's second effort to have the Post Office Department recognize
Floyd Bennett Field culminated on December 12, 1935, at the Post Office
Department building in Washington. On that date a "Public Hearing
before the Postmaster General of the United States, in the Matter of the
Application of the City of New York for the Designation of Floyd Bennett
Field as an Air Mail Terminus" was held. Grover A. Whalen chaired the
committee sent by the business and political leaders of New York to
present the case for Floyd Bennett Field. He started out by stating that
his argument would be based solely upon two things: the inalienable
right of the city of New York to a place on the air map of the United
States; and the availability of Floyd Bennett Field as an air-mail
terminus. Whalen pointed out that

it should be remembered that whether the Postmaster General
desires to or not, he controls the future development of
municipal airports by the power that he must officially exercise
in the designation of airmail terminals throughout the United
States. it should also be noted that due to this fact air
transport companies have stopped only at airports holding a
Post Office designation.
The New York representative went on to point out that the size of New
York City, its commercial importance, its federal tax contribution, plus
the number of post offices in the city argued that the city deserved to
have its own airmail terminus. Then Whalen enumerated the advantages of
Floyd Bennett Field. He spoke of the reasons the field was built, its
cost, its facilities, its accessibility, the possible mail tube service, the
good weather, the area served by the field, the airmail volume, etc.
These were the same arguments that were presented to the Post Office

Department the preceeding year. Whalen finally presented numerous

37. Letter to James A. Farley, October 3, 1935, LaGuardia Collection,
Box 721. :
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witnesses who spoke favorably of the field and recommended its

. . . . . 38
designation as an airmail terminal.

. The postmaster general did not decide the issue immediately. Farley

listened to the testimony at the hearing and then reviewed the transcripts
of all the other correspondence pertaining to the matter. Finally, on
March 21, 1936, he announced his decision. He ruled against Floyd
Bennett Field. Essentially, Farley rejected the New York application
because the city still had not shown that by shifting the airmail service

to Floyd Bennett Field the Post Office Department would be able to -

improve service or save money. In fact, all the evidence showed that
service would decline and greater expense would be incurred. Farley

concluded by saying,

~ Should some feasible plan be later evolved for use of Floyd

Bennett Field, which would provide more expeditious service to
the majority of the patrons of the airmail service in the New
York metro%'glitan area, further consideration wili be given to
this matter. '

This decision, along with the inability of New York officials to solve the

success. Though the issue was brought up again on a number of
occasions, largely by the press and certain business leaders, the city
went ahead with plans to build another airport, LaGuardia Field, which
would be more accessible to Manhattan and the railroads. Floyd Bennett
Field stayed out of the center of commercial aviation in the New York

“metropolitan area. It was never a commercial success.

38. Printed copy of the hearing transcript, dated December 12, 1935,
LaGuardia Collection, Box 721.

39. Kaufman, Gotham in the Air Age, p. 156.
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Photograph No. 10

Tablet commembrating Wiley Post's solo around-the-world flight in 1933

placed on the apron in front of the Administration Building in 1935 after
Post's death. '

514

WPA photo from the files of the New York Municipal Archives.
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Record Breaking Flights at Floyd Bennett Field

_Though Floyd Bennett Field was not a commercial success in the 1930s, it

was, nonetheless, the scene of important aviation events. Aviation in the
United States made great strides during that decade. The commercial
side of the business became dependable, efficient, and money making.
Also military aviation changed rapidly as new equipment and new technical
and strategic concepts about the military use of aircraft were introduced.
The technical advances that were made in engine and airframe design
during the era paved the way for the commercial and military success.
As a result, the major characteristics of flying that exist today were

developed.

The series of important pioneering flights that began in the 1920s and
made Lindbergh, Byrd, and others famous throughout the world continued
into the 1930s. Speed, altitude, and distance records were set almost
annually. A whole new crop of aviators emerged to challenge the
notoriety of Lindbergh and his contempories of the 1920s. Wiley Post,
Douglas "Wrong Way" Corrigan, Roscoe Turner, Jimmy Doolittle, Hugh

Herndon, Howard Hughes all became famous for setting speed or distance

‘----g-

records or making flights that were in one way or another unique. Also,
during the 1930s, women became closely involved in the new aviation
developments. Amelia Earhardt, Blanche Noyes, Nelen Richey, Laura
Ingalls, and Jacqueline Cochran established themselves as pioneer

heroines of aviation during that decade.

Floyd Bennett Field was involved in many of these historic flights. There
are two reasons why the new New York municipal airport, in spite of its
commercial failure, became a favorite of pioneering aviators. First, its
location set it up as a perfect jump-off site for transatlantic,
cross-country, and around-the-world flights. Second, the field had
superb facilities, and, in particular, one of the finest sets of runways in
the world. The runways were perfect for long distance or speed flights
that required a heavy fuel load. Also, an added bonus was the fact that
there were virtually no obstacles around the field. A pilot could take off

and not have to worry about making a rapid climb to clear a nearby hill

47



or an artificial obstruction. Floyd Bennett Field was ideally suited for
the record breaking flights of the 1930s, and pilots were quick to extoll

its advantages and make use of them.

A detailed description of the great flights that either originated or
terminated at Floyd Bennett Field during the 1930s will not be given
here, largely because it has been done in Tony P. Wrenn's Study of

Gateway National Recreation Ar‘ea.40 However, some of the flights were

.unique and will be mentioned as part of this survey of the field's historic

importance.

A total of twenty-six attempted trans-Atlantic or around-the-world flights
originated or terminated at Floyd Bennett Field between 1931 and 1939.

" The first significant one began on July 28, 1931. On that date Russell

iN. Boardman and John Polando left New York on a flight that set a new
nonstop distance record of 5,011 miles. They flew to Istanbul, Turkey in
the "Cape Cod", a single engine Bellanca monoplane. On the same day
that Boardman and Polando left New York, Hugh Herndon and Clyde
Pangborn left Floyd Bennett Field on an attempt to break the
around-the-worid record that had been set iwo months. eariier by Wiley
Post and Harold Gatty. They did not succeed, falling rapidly behind the
Post-Gatty pace. When they reached Japan, Pangborn and Herndon
decided to attempt a nonstop flight across the Pacific. | They left Japan
on October 4 and flew directly to Wenatchee, Washington, winning a
$25,000 Asahi Prize for their feat.?!
attempts were by Wiley Post and Howard Hughes. Post succeeded in

The most famous around-the-world

setting a new world record by flying solo around-the-world, covering
15,596 miles in seven days, eighteen hours, and forty-nine and a half

40. U. S. Department of the Interior, General History of the Jamaica
Bay, Breezy Point, and Staten Island Units, Gateway National Recreation
Area, a report prepared for the NPS by Tony P Wrenn. (Denver:
National Park Service, 1975 )

41. Gene Gurney, A Chronology of World Avnatnon (New York Franklin
Watts, 1965), p. 19.
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Photograph No. 11

Howard Hughes disembarking from his aircraft after his record breaking
around-the-world flight that began and ended at Floyd Bennett Field in
1938.

Brooklyn Public Library - Brooklyn Collection.
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minutes between the 15th and 22nd of July 1933. His time record was
shattered five years later when Howard Hughes and four companions,
radio engineer Richard Stoddart, flight engineer Ed Lund, and navigators
Harry P. M. Connor and Lt. Thomas Thurlow, flew a Lockheed Vega
around-the-world in three days, nineteen hours, and seventeen minutes,
between July 10 and 14, 1938. There were also many unusual trans-
Atlantic flights that either ended in tragic failure or success. Probably
the most unique was the flight from Floyd Bennett Field to Dublin,
Ireland by Douglas Corrigan on July 17-18, 1938. Corrigan left New
York supposedly on a flight that was to take him to California. But
instead, he flew the wrong compass heading and ended up in lIreland,

thus earning the lasting nickname, "Wrong Way" Corrigan.

Along with the around-the-world and trans-Atlantic flights, Floyd Bennett
Field witnessed many record setting cross-country flights during its
heyday. Between 1932 and 1939, ten notable crosscountry flights
originated or terminated at the New York airport. The first was by
James G. Haizlip who flew in the Bendix Trophy Race from Los Angeles to
Floyd Bennett Field in ten hours and nineteen minutes establishing a
transcontinenta! record, on August 29, 1932. The same day Col. Roscoe
Turner completed a similar, but slower, flight. They both broke the
record then held by Major James Doolittle.42 Roscoe Turner, during the
following years, continued to break record after record on cross-country
flights in a Wendell-Williams aircraft with a Pratt & Whitney Wasp engine.
Turner was a dashing figure who looked the part of the aviator hero and

made a name for himself carrying a lion cub along as a companion.

There were also a number of east-west and west-east records set by
women during this period. Twice during 1935 Laura ingalls set trans-
continental records, flying from Floyd Bennett Field to Burbank,
California in July and returning in September. Amelia Earhardt

42. Wrenn, Gateway, p. 20.
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participated in the Bendix Race during July 1935, but was forced down in

Wichita, Kansas.43

The final cross-country record set at Floyd Bennett Field came on July
16, 1957. Major John Glenn, Jr. set a Los Angeles to New York record
with an average speed of 760 miles per hour in a Chancé-Vought F8U-1

Crusader.

There were also other types of records set at Floyd Bennett Field.
Amelia Earhardt set a high altitude record there, while Jimmy Ddolittle
and others set transport aircraft or endurance records. All of these
flights contributed to the teﬁhnical development of aviation during the
1930s, proving to the American public that they could have confidence in
the safety and durability of the aircraft that were then coming into
production. The boost in public confidence during the 1930s was one of
the key factors that led to such rapid developments in commercial aviation
during those ye_ar"s. Floyd Bennett Field, because of the quality of its
facilities and its location played an important role in that surge of public
confidence. '

The Navy Purchases Floyd Bennett Field

Throughout the thirties, there was activity at Floyd Bennett Field in
addition to record flights. The facilities were used by private aircraft
companies to store and maintain their aircraft. They were used by
individual pilots and instructors, and, for a period, by American Airlines
as a base for its flights between New York and Boston. The New York
City Police Department established an aviation unit there. Also, in 1936
the Coast Guard 'securedy a long term lease from the city for a 650 by 650
foot squar'e (about ten acres) plot of land on the east side of the field

43. New York Times, July 2, __1933, p. 1.

44. Gurney, A Chronology of World Aviation, p. 33.
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for an air station. A contract was awarded in February 1937 to the
Graves Quinn Corporation to build a hangar, barracks building, seaplane

ramp, garage, taxiways, roads, and other support facilitiels.; The site .

was completed in early 1938 and at that time the Brooklyn Coast Guard
Air Station, which. exists today, was commissioned. It was responSibIe
- for flying coastal patrols along the major sea lanes Ieadmg into the New
York area, and carrying out air-sea rescue missions in the vncmlty 45
The Coast Guard activity, however, added to the 'air traffic in the Floyd

Bennett Field area. The annual rent of one dollar on the tand, did

nothing to ease the financial troubles of the field since the tenants that -
-did pay rent did not pay enough to offset the lack of commercial
business. The facilities  were well maintained and at times improved,

particularly during the mid-thirties when the WPA added two. more
'runWays, some smaller buildings, and did much landscaping. Floyd
Bennett Field contlnued to be one of the finest, though Iargely unused
airports in the country ' '

In spite of the various uses of Floyd Bennett Field during the 1930s the
airport was a commercial failure and became a burden to the city ot New
York. it is not suprising, then, particularly after LaGuardia Field was
built, that LaGuardia and other city officials were receptive to a Navy
offer to buy the field so thay could turn it into a Naval Air Station.

The.Navy's interest in Floyd Bennett Field can be traced back as early as

the spring of 1931. On April Ist of that year the naval reserve avnatlon

unit wh|ch had been stationed at Curtis Field, Valley Stream, Long Is!and'

45. '"History of the ‘Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn, N.Y., Part G,
_Afrcraft Operations,” in 3d Naval District World War |l Narrative
Histories, Records of the United States Coast Guard, Record Group 26,

National Archives, Washington D.C.; "Memorandum to All Divisions and
Sections" from U. S. Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, D C March -

1, 1837, Correspondence, 1936-1941, R. G. 26.
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since 1929, moved to the newly completed municipal airport and occupied
Hangar 5. The unit's mission was to train reservists and recruit
pre-flight naval aviator‘s.46 This association with the airport continued
throughout the 1930s and twice, in 1937 and again in 1939, the Navy
expanded its facilities. By the latter year the reserve unit occupied both
Hangars 1 and 2, Building A, constructed between the two hangars, and

4 The Navy's presence and investment in the

one half of the Dope Shop.
field was growing when the 1930s ended and war broke out in Europe,

prompting a move towards military expansioh in the United States.

In late 1939 the Navy considered expanding substantially its fa;ilities at
Floyd Bennett Field. It first requested that it be allowed to acquire land
on the east side of the field next to the Coast Guard complex for a
seaplane base. The Germans had begun their U-boat campaign against

.British shipping, and the United States wanted to extend what it called

its "neutrality patrol." This was approved by Congress, and a big new

seaplane facility was constructed during early 1940 on the 18.9-acre Iot.48

" Late in 1940 the Navy again expanded its facilities at the field when it

took over Hangars 3 and 4. At the same time, the unit requested space

P o -1
[

to build barracks

field.

or 100 aviation students who wouid be trained at the

46. "History of the Naval Air Station, New York" in the records of
Gateway National Recreation Area, p. 2; and "Commanding Officer's
Annual Report to the Commandant 3d Naval District," U. S. Naval
Reserve Aviation Base, Floyd Bennett Field, Branch of the National
Archives, R. G. 181, Box 188, Regional Federal Archives and Records
Center, Bayonne, New Jersey.

47. Letter from the Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics to the Chief of
Naval Operations, November 14, 1939, R. G. 80, NA. General Records of
the Department of the Navy. '

48. Letter from the Navy Judge Advocate General, December 21, 1939,
Box 206, Records of Naval Districts and Shore Establishments, FARC.
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Photograph No. 12

Aerial view of Floyd Bennett Field looking “south and }sh’owi'ng _the

SS

beginning of the construction of two new runways by the'WPA, Janu'ary'
1936. | -

National Archives, Photograph no. 80-G-466041.







Photograph No. 13

Aerial view of Floyd Bennett Field showing the expansion of the runway
system by the WPA ca. 1937.

LS

Smithsonian institution.
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They agreed to pay $8,000 a year in rent for these additional facilities
beginning October 1, 1940. As 1940 ended, however, the Navy began to
negotiate for the outright purchase of the whole field from New York City
to make it a Naval Air Station.

All of this activity occurred in the increasingly tense atmosphere of the
expanding european war which threatened, despite the isolationist
sentiment of the majority of Americans, to draw this country into war. A
naval air station was urgently needed in the New York area. For this
reason the Navy considered buying Floyd Bennett Field and ordered the
naval reserve training unit at the field to investigate whether or not
there was any other suitable place in the New York area for a naval air

station. 49

In early 1941, at the same time that Roosevelt declared a national
emergency, the Navy, with no other suitable site available, moved to buy
the field by starting condemnation procedures. They had made an offer
for the field which the city rejected. The city countered the government
lawsuit by offering to lease the field to the Navy on a long term basis for
one dollar a year. The city did not want to lose control over the fieid,
wanted to assure that the police air unit was allowed to retain a right to
use it, and was probably afraid it would not get a fair price for it, since
the facts showed that of the $10,000,000 spent on the airport since 1928,
over $6,000,000 were federal funds.50
on its offer. The field was closed to commercial traffic on May 26, 1941.

The Navy first took the city up

A Week later, June 2, the New York Naval Air Station, Floyd Bennett

Field, was commissioned.

49. Memorandum to the Chief of Naval Operations from the Bureau of
Yards and Docks, November 25, 1941, Naval Facilities Engineering
Command Files, Port Hueneme, California.

50. Memorandum from J. Randall Creel to Mr. Cahill, U. S. Attorney in

New York, October 10, 1940, Box 202, R.G. 181, Bayonne FARC.
Hereafter cited as Creel Memorandum.

59

|

A\



=

Numerous official figures were present for the ceremonies, ihcluding
James V. Forrestalv, under-secretary of the Navy; Admiral Harold R.
Stark, chief of nava! operations; Rear Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, chief.of
the Bureau of Navigation; Rear Admiral John H. Towers, chief of the
Bureau of Aeronautics; Fiorello H. LaGuardia, mayor of the city of New
York; and John Cashmore, pre5|dent of the Borough of Brooklyn. It was

estimated that 50 000 people attended the commissioning. 51

In spite of
the Iease, however, the Navy continued to move towards an outright

purchase of the anrport

Finallly, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Air Artemus L. Gates wrote
LaGuardia on December 2, 1941, that the government was prepared to pay
$9,750,000 for Floyd Bennett Field and the adjacent city-owned and
privately owned areas which would expand the facility to over 1,200
acr‘es.52 The final deal was consumated on February 18, 1942. The
municipal airport became Navy property and entered World War 1. It

would serve during that conflict with distinction, playing a vital role.

The Second World war

The Second World War started in Asia as early as 1931 and ih Europe in |
September 1939. The United States did not get legally involved in the
conflict untii the Japanese staged their surprise attack on Pear| Harbor
on December 7, -1941. The Navy, of course, played a vital rele in
winning the war, fighting major campaigns in the Pacific against the
Japanese and the German U-boats in the Atlantic. On the home front,
naval bases throughout the United States served as training facilities for
new officers and men and also as jump-off points for supplies and men

51. Public Relations Bureau of the Third Naval District Press Release,
June 1, 1941, Box 201, RG 187, Bayonne FARC.

52. Letter from Artemus L. Gates to Fiorello H. LaGuardia, December 2,
1941, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Files, Port Hueneme.
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Photograph No. 14

Aerial photograph of Floyd Bennett Field taken January 17, 1942, six
months after the Navy took over the whole field. [n the upper right can
be seen the Coast Guard Air Station and the new Navy Patrol Base. ’

19

National Archives, Photograph No. 80-G-354816.
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going to the various theaters of combat. Floyd Bennett Field was
important to the war effort because it served many functions as a training
and supply facility.

Extensive new construction was begun at the field immediately after the
Navy leased it in the summer of 1941. Three of the four existing
runways were widened to 300 feet and lengthened to 5,000 feet. In
addition a new Runway 6-24, measuring 300 feet wide and 5,000 feet long,
was constructed on the northern part of the field. A new seaplane
hangar was built on the eastern side of the field and two seaplane
runways were dredged out of Jamaica Bay. Also barracks, training
classrooms, a BOQ, officers club, enlisted men's club, warehouses,
machine shops, high explosives magazines, and a gunnery range were
built. The taxiways and roads were extended. The Navy acquired land
to the north and south of the field, évicting the last residents of the

original Barren Island community.53

The Navy also tried to acquire land
to the west of Flatbush Avenue which belonged to the city of New York
Parks Department, but Parks Commissioner Robert Moses blocked the

54

attempt. Even without the Marine Park property, however, the field

-

was increased 300 percent in size and the facilities greatly expanded into

a sprawling complex.

The new New York Naval Air Station fulfilled many missions during the
war. One of its primary functions was to train aviation cadets for the
fleet. Many of the new structures built during 1941 were designed for
this function. Classrooms, barracks, auditoriums, and dining and
recreation facilities were needed to house, feed, and train the recruits
that were ordered there. In addition, a training squadron of Navy
aircraft was stationed at the field to provide flight lessons. That unit

53. New York Daily News, November 7, 1940, p. C-1.

54. Western Union Telegram, Robert Moses to Vice Admiral Ben Moreel,

March 16, 1944, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Files, Port

Hueneme.
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required supply, maintenance, and storage facilities as well as a staff of
personnel to instruct the students and maintain the aircraft. This type
of training was vital to the American war effort. As the United States
expanded its Navy and as the importance of naval aviation was
demonstrated in battle, Floyd Bennett Field and bases like it supplied the
necessary manpower to the combat units.

The Naval Air Station was also the base for anti-submarine squadrons
during the war. It has already been mentioned that heutrality patrols
originated: at Floyd Be_nnett Field as early as 1940. When the war began
in late 1941, these squadrons were expanded as the United Stafes moved
to protect the ships entering and departing its most important East Coast
harbor from the German submarine menace. '

Floyd' Bennett Field also served as a base for the Fleet Service squadrons
during the war.  These units consisted of carrier aircraft which
maintained a communications link with the surface units in operation in
the Atlantic--car‘f‘ying mail, personnel, and vital supplies to and from the
fleet. In this manner home front was able to stock the Naval units with

new tvpes of aircraft as they were

Floyd Bennett Field was midway point for aircraft and supplies that went
to the European' Theater of combat. For example, on October 23, 1942,
the Naval Air Station was ordered to load a Shipment of Army aircraft

bound for Europe onto barges.55

There are many wartime photographs of
aircraft with British markings parked in storage at Floyd Bennett Field

awaiting shipment overseas.

55. Letter from the Army to the Commanding Officer of Floyd Bennett
Field, October 23, 1942, Bayonne FARC, Box 206, RG 181.
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Photograph No. 15

View of the first floor lobby of the Administration Building at Floyd
Bennett Field showing the portrait of Floyd Bennett and the WPA mural

59

that was taken down in the late 1930s because of a protest that it was
communist inspired.

Brooklyn Public Library - Brooklyn Collection.
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Photograph No. 16

Aerial view of Floyd Bennett Field November 1, 1943, showing the
extensive changes made to the airport by the Navy during the early part

of World War 11,

L9

National Archives, Photograph No. 80-G-85512.






Photograph No. 17

Aircraft parking or storage area north of hangar row at Floyd Bennett
Field early in World War Il. The aircraft lined up in rows, which have
British markings, are DeHavilland "Mosquitos."

69

National Archives, Photograph No. 80-CF-71245-2A.






One photograph shows hundreds of DeHavilland "Mosquitoes" lined up

ready for shipment. 56

Finally, Floyd Bennett Field became the East Coast terminal of the Military
Air Transport Service (MATS) in December 1943.57
720 flights per month involving over 5,000 passengers and a million
pounds of air cargo. Floyd Bennett Field, as the East Coast terminal,
was the receiving point for much of the traffic heading for Europe or the

The field averaged

North Atlantic as well as the distributing point for personnel and supplies
going the other way. The volume of MATS traffic made Floyd Bennett
Field one of the busiest airports in the United States during the war,
especially when its other activities are added.

After The Second World War

Floyd Bennett Field retained its identification as a naval air station until
July 1946, when it was reorganized and designated a naval air reserve
training station. It maintained this title until the early 1950s when it
became one of the naval air stations under the jurisdiction of the chief of
naval air reserve training. As such, the field essentially remained a

naval air reserve facility. Beginning in 1947, there was some talk within

the New York area of returning part of the field to the control of the
city so that it could be used as a commercial facility to take up the
excess traffic of LaGuardia Field and the newly built Idlewild. idlewild
Airport was not quite finished and stability problems at LaGuardia Field
needed repair work that would require the temporary closing of the
airport. The reduced Navy activity at the field led the Navy to evacuate
the old hangar row. They continued to use the Administration Building

56. National Archives Photograph No. 80-CF-71254-2A.

57. "U.S. Naval Air Reserve Training Command," a brief history in the
files of Gateway National Recreation Area, p. 149.
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but centered their activities on the southern and eastern sides of the
field. So it appeared that Floyd Bennett Field was a logical alternative.
The city never did get the use of Floyd Bennett Field, however, in spite
of the press announcements that it would resume commercial operations.
The airport congestion problems worked themselves out while the advent
of the Cold War with the Soviet Union and then the Korean War led to a
buildup of U. S. military forces and an increased need for all of the
facilities at Floyd Bennett Field.

Shortly after the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, three naval air
reserve and two Marine air reserve squadrons of the Naval Air Station,
New York, were recalled to active duty with the fleet. Thus began a
reinvigorated life for Floyd Bennett Field which was to last to the end of
the Vietnam conflict twenty years later. As a naval air station within the
naval air reserve system, Floyd Bennett Field served a multi-faceted
mission. Its primary function was to provide "fully trained squadrons
and an air wing staff for immediate fleet mobilization in the event of a
w58 In 1959 the staff at Floyd Bennett Field included
56 officers and 646 enlisted men, both Navy and Marine. Over 3,000

national emergency.

naval and Marine Corps reservists came to the field during regularly
scheduled weekends to maintain their readiness to go on immediate active
duty. A total of thirty-four aircraft squadrons were constantly in
training for future combat. Pilots, navigators, and maintenance support
personnel were trained at the field.

Many of the squadrons stationed at the field were called to active duty as
the Viethnam War escalated during the mid-1960s. As the Americans
withdrew from Vietnam and started a massive military demobilization, the
Navy began to consider closing the field.

The state of New York considered turning Floyd Bennett Field into a
broad housing complex, a kind of mini-city, to absorb some of the

58. '"Background information on the U. S. Naval Air Station New York,"
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Files, Port Hueneme.
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for the Bedford-Stuyvesant and surrounding areas of Brooklyn."

housing needs of Brookiyn. The project would have housed 180,000
residents, costing 1.4 billion dollars for the homes, schools, parks, and
other facilities. It would have resulted in "a massive relocation resource
| 9 This
plan fell through because of opposition from the city of New York and
also from environmentalists who wanted to see the area turned into a

park.

The Naval Air Station, New York, was decommissioned, nevertheless, in
mid}-1971. Only a small naval air reserve detachment was maintained on
the eastern side of the field next to the Coast Guard Air Station. Three
years later the remaining land was turned over to the Department of the
Interior for inclusion in Gateway National Recreation Area.

59. New York Daily News, November 7, 1969.
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CHAPTER IlI. A CONSTRUCTION HISTORY OF FLOYD BENNETT FIELD

The structures at Floyd Bennett Field that have been nominated for the
National Register of Historic Places were built either during the first
phase of construction that ended in 1932 or during the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) phase that took place between 1934 and 1938. The
data in this chapter will concentrate on the structures completed during
those two periods. They include the runways and taxiways, the
Administration Building, the eight hangars with their lean-tos, the four

~infill buildings between the hangars, the Dope Shop, two electrical

vaults, the Sewage Pump Station, the Gasoline Pump House, and the
Sprinkler Pump House. The initial construction of each unit will be
documented and discussed along with the various modifications made to
each structure through the years.

Two other major phases of construction took place at Floyd Bennett Field
after the end of the WPA program in 1938. The first was during the
Second World War, 1941-1945, when the Navy, having purchased the
airport, greatly expanded the facilities for wartime use. The last phase
of construction occurred in the years after the Second World War when
the Navy continued to modernize the airport. These last two construction
periods are not fully germane to this report, which concentrates on the
historical period of the 1930s. Nevertheless, the modifications to the
original structures made during those phases will be detailed and the new
structures the Navy built will be listed. ‘

The Initial Phase of Construction, 1928-1932

The city of New York made the decision to construct a municipal airport
on Barren lIsland in 1928. At that point, the field and buildings had to
be designed before contracts were awarded for the wvarious jobs.
Numerous design plans for the field were considered (see attached
American Airports Corporation drawing for one rejected example). The
plan which was finally accepted called for two runways, a row of
hangars, and Administration Building on the west side paralleling
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. of the bay to make a channel was deposited on Barren Island.

Flatbush Avenue and a seaplane base at the southeast corner of the field
on Jamaica Bay (see attached Department of Docks drawing labeled
"Layout of Municipal Airport"). Though only eight hangars were built
along Flatbush Avenue and no seaplane hangars were built, the basic 1929
desigh was retained and the field looked much like the drawings
throughout the 1930s. |

The ground had ‘to be prepared before any other type of construction
could begin. Part of the hydraulic fill operation was completed even
before the city decided to build an airport on Barren lIsland. In the
years before 1928, the federal government spent $2'218!393‘51 on
df‘edging for the Jamaica Bay harbor project. Much of the silt taken out
1 Yet, t_he

job had to be completed.

In 1928 the city of New York awarded two contracts to complete the sand
fill operation at the Barren Island site. The first, No. 1917, was let to
R. A. Perry of New York City for a total of $59‘l_,805. it included
hydraulic filling and grading in an area of about 350 acres between
Jamaica Bay and Flatbush Avenue. The level of the land was to be raised
to sixteen feet "above mean low water."2 The project was completed on
May 16, 1929, at a cost of $591,814.74. The fill was taken out of the Mill
Basin Channel north of the area and the Jamaica Bay Main Interior
Channel which ran to the _.wes’c.3 The second contract, No. 1935, was

needed to complete the work.

1. Creel Memorandum. This document, which lists the various contracts
let on Floyd Bennett Field, was drafted when the Navy began to consider
purchasing the airport.

2. "Contracts Awarded for Work at the Municipal Airport," May 14,
1931, Box 567, Walker Collection; and drawing titled "Location Plan of
Hydraullc nllmg, Contract 1935, Supplementary to Contract 1917,"
December 5, 1928, Archives of the Aviation Branch of the Department of
Transportation, City of New York. Drawings from this collection will
hereafter be cited as Aviation Branch Drawings.

3. Creel Memorandum.
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It was also awarded to R. A. Perry in late 1928 at a cost of $75,000, and
completed in mid-1929 for slightly less than that amount;4 By mid-1929,

~the Barren lIsland site for the airport was filled and ready for other -

work.v

" The next phase of construction began in the sUmmer‘;,of 1929 when

Contract No. 1941 was awarded to John L. Walsh of the Northpbrt Sand &
Gravel Company of Northport, Long lIsland. This contract consisted of

- seven distinct parts and totaled $757,700.16.

Part one detailed the construction of a "privet hedge" along the northern
border of the field. Two parallel rows of plants were to be put in.
They were to be placed in an eleven inch layer of fertilized fopsoil that
was itself placed on t'opbof a six inch layer of clay subsoil. This privét
hedge was to be situated on the northern border largely to prevent sand

from drifting onto the landing field.>

The second and third parts of Contract No. 1941 called for the con-
struction of two concrete runwéys. One paralled _'Flatbush Avenue,
became known as Runway 15-33, and was 3,110 feet long. The second,
Runway 6-24, ran perpendicular to the other in a northeast-southwest
direction and was 4,000 feet long. In the original contract-'each runway
was ejght inches thick, fifty feet wide, and constructed of steel

‘reinforced concrete. Part three of Contract No. 1941 detailed the placing

of gravel strips along the edges of the runways. Each was two feet wide

- and eight inches deep. The packed gravel provided for adequate
‘drainage and a firm shoulder between the grass infield and the runways.

4. |bid.
5. Aviation Branch Drawings, Contract No. 1941, Drawing No. 1.

6. Ibid, Drawing No. 2.
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Before"these portions of the contract were completed, however, a new
contract, No. 1963, was let with the Fleming & Sheppard Company, Inc.,

of Manhattan to widen the runways. This contract stemmed from two

factors. First, the Department of Docks originally. did not have the
necessary funds for one hundred foot wide runways, but the prace for
the modnflcatnon was so low the department decided to go ahead with the
work. 1 Second as mentioned in the previous chapter, the city wanted
the airport to receive the highest rating from the Department of. Commerce
end one of the requirements for such a rating was that the runways be
one hundred feet wide. Thus, the runway width was do’ubled».s_

The fourth section of Contract No. 1941 called for the laying of a four

‘inch layer, 1,563,800 square yards, of clay subsoil over the surface of

the flying field. The area involved did not include the ground directly
under the runways and taxiways, the apron area, and the sites where the
buildings were to be’-cbnstructed. Once the subsoil was put down . the
fifth part of the contract was undertaken. A three inch layer, 749,425
square yards, of topsoil was placed on top of the sub'soil.g it should be
noted that the original drawings for this project show that the topsoil was
to cover the whole field. But a July 1929 drawing, showing the widening
of the runways, shows that topsoil was not to be spread on the
southeastern portion of the area.‘]0 Since a "Supplementary to Contract
No. 1941," Contract No. 1979, was Ieter awarded for $170,454.25, and the
earliest photographs of the airport show topsoil- and grass growing all

- 7. City of New York, Department of Docks, 58th Annual Report, 1929,

p89

8. Aviation Branch Drawings, Contract No. 1963, Aug'u'st'15, 1929,
Drawing No. 1. . :

9. Aviation Branch Drawings, Contract No. 1941, Drawing No. 1; and
City of New York, Department of Docks, Fifty-eighth Annual Report,
1929, p. 89. » 4

10.  Aviation Branch Drawings, Contract No. 1941, "New Plan Modifying
Original Plan," July 1929. - ' '
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Photograph No. 18

September 1931 view of Floyd Bennett Field which was ‘the ‘time ‘the

v6

_airport was completed.

National Archives, Photograph No. 80-G-1034812.
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over it, it is clear that topsoil was placed on the remainder of the field

under that contract. 1

The 'preparation of the ground at th‘e field was completed under the sixth
section of Contract No. 1941. It called for the laying of fertilizer and

grass seed over the 'cop's,oil.“"2

The final part of Contract No. 1941 detailed the construction of a
"Temporary Wooden Platform" west of Flatbush Avenue at Deep Creek
Bay. The platform designed in the form of a “T", was ‘used by the city

as a pier'.13

Contract No. 1941, with its two supplementary contracts, was the second

'major stage of construction at the field. It was nearly completed before

work on any of the buildings began.

As the topsoil, subsoil, and runway contract was being completed, the
city awarded the first building contract. It was a large one. . Contract
No. 1967 was awarded to the Woodrest Construction Co'mpa'riy,‘ Inc., of
New York City for the construction of eight hangars and a concrete
apron. Originally, ‘the city planned to build  fourteen hangars at’ Fioyd
Bennett Field. But the funds were not available for that' number, so the
contract was aWar‘déd for the construction of only eight.' The.city'
officials believed that the remaining six hangars would be built at a later
time, though they never were.14' The total sum of Contract No. 1967 was
513‘1,051,000.15 It consisted of nine separate parts. They were:

11. "Contracts Awarded for Work at the Municipal Alrport * Box 567,
Walker Collection. .

12. Creel Memorandum.
13. Aviation Branch Dfawings, Contract No. 1941 ,' ‘Drawing No. 1.

14. Department of Docks, Fifty-Eig_th Annual Report, 1929, P 90.

15. "Contracts Awarded for Work at the Mumcnpal Alrport " Box 567,
Walker Collection. :
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(1) Hangar foun‘dations

(2) Subsoil of structures

(3) Structure steel framing

(4) Covering for steel framing

(5) Paving

(6) Sliding hangar doors

(7) Hangar floofs

(8) Concrete apron and gutter trough
(9) Paving, glazing and finishing

Aithough the plans for the hangars were completed in late 1929, the
actual contract was not let until early 1930. The wor'k“took >near'|y a year
and a half and was completed just before the official dedication ceremony
in May 1931.

Each hangar was basically the same. The floor space measured 120 by
140 feet. The hangars were built on 125 thirty-five-foot concrete piles.
The floors were steel reinforced concrete. The doors had an overhead
‘clearance of twenty-two feet and were made of an aluminum alloy and
glass that could be moved by hand. They consisted of twelve partitions
that could be moved completely out of the way. The structure had a tar
and gravel roof. In addition, each hangar had a 30-by 140-foot lean-to
attached to either th'e east or west side for use as office space. The
lean-tos ' were constructed of the same brick and artificial stone used in
the other buildings. Their floorplans var‘ied.‘IS

~As can be seen from the early photographs of Floyd Bennett Field, the
hangars were situated both north and south of the Administration
Building in two groups of four. The door openings were on the north
and south sides of the structures. Beginning in the southeast and
moving east to west to north the hangars were numbered one to eight.
As drawing No. 6 shows, the upper facade of each hangar was numbered
and' decorated with' the title "City of New York" and "Floyd Bennett

16. Aviation Branch Drawings, Contract No. 1967, Drawings 3, 5,
and 6. '
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.occupant's name.

Field," though many of them were later to be labeled- with . their
17 .

‘The apron that ran in front of the hangars and Administration Building :

and led to the i'Unways was composed of steel reinforced concrete, like '
the runways. The taxi area around the hangars themselves, however,

- was made of asphalt.

A later contract, No. 2032, which totaled $73,000, was awarded in 1931 to
the General Electric Company for the construction of airport landing

~ equipment. This included the placing of the lighted initials “NYC" on the

roofs of Hangars 2 and 6, and an arrow pointing to due north on the roof

18

of Hangar 4. '~ Such markings were required by the Department of

Commerce before an airport could receive an "A1A" rating.

Although by today's standards, the initial eight hangars at Floyd Bennett

Field were small, they were more than adequate for the aircraft that

utilized the field during the 1930s. Even as the 1930s came to an end,
the hangars could handie the DC-2s and DC-3s that dominated the airline
industéy in the United States. Oniy some of the larger military aircraft
were too large for their door openings. |

Next to the hangars, the most important building constructed at Floyd
Bennett Field during this first period of construction was the
Administration Building. In Ia_te'1930 a contract, No. 2000, was awarded

to the Longacre Engineering Company at a cost of $249,079.45.19 The
structure, 183  by 62 feet in size and also built on concrete piles, was -

 placed between the two groups of hangars and next to the airport apron.

This Administration Building was a two-story brick and artificial stone _

17. Ibid.; Drawing No. 6. | |
18. Aviation Branch Drawings, Contract No. 1967, D”rawing No. 6.

19. Cre’él' Memorandum. -
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structure with a basement. In addition,: a two-story control tower
extended above the roof on the field side (east side). It was a handsome
building, providing the needed office and administrative space for the
airport. City officials anticipated that a laf‘ge amount of commercial
traffic would use the field so the Administration Building was also

designed to meet passenger néeds.ZO ’

Though the designated front of the Administration Building faced Flatbush
Avenue, the business side faced the airfield. . There, passengers or
flight crews embarked or disembarked on their flights to different areas
of the country or the world. When a passenger arrived at the building
he would go up one of two sets of steps to the first floor. = Flanking the
doorway on the field side were two terraces. One joined a lounge area to
the right and the other served as part of the dining area of a restaurant
that opened soon after the building was completed. ‘Between the two sets
of steps and facing the field was a pilot's control room.

Two floor plan drawings, found among the original construction drawings
in the files of the Aviation Branch of the Department of Transportation
for the City of New York, show what the first two 'floors of the
Administration Building were to look like when the building was completed
in late 1931. When a person walking into the building on the first floor
entered a lobby and waiting room area that also contained a clerk's office,
information booth, and two sets of stairs leading up to the second floor
and down to the basement. In the eastern center of the lobby were two
elevators. Two corridors branched off from the lobby area, one ‘r'unning
north and the other south. To the right of the north corridor was a
baggage check station and a large lounge area that dpened onto the
terrace facing the field. To ‘the left of the corridor was a televgr‘aph
office, a press room, é men's toilet, and a barber shop. - Down the
southern corridor, on the left, one found the restaurant that seated 124

20. Department of Docks, 60th Annual Report, 1931, and Aviation
Branch Drawings, Contract No. 2000, Drawings 1-17.
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Photograph No. 19

" The field side of the Administration Building in the early 1930s.

Smithsonian Institution.
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Photograph No. 20

View of the Flatbush Avenue side of the Administration Building at Floyd
Bennett Field taken on November 20, 1936.

€0t

National Archives, Photograph No. 69-N-7763D.
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people inside with - room for a_vn.v "additiona| ’eighty-‘fou"r‘ outside on the
‘terrace facing the field. To the right of the southern corridor there was
a newstand, a women's restroom, ‘a. women's toilet, an office for the
Depahtmeht of Commerce, and an unassigned office. Fihéily, .before :
Ieavi_ng_ one passed a telephone area and a radio _r-oom,21. Outside the
door there was a flight of stairs leading down to the parking area. |

The second floor of the building contained other offices and ‘rboms -to ‘care
for the needs of the Vpubli'c,i officials, and pilots. Above the pilot's
control -room in the center on the field side was the _airport-mahager‘s
office. In the center of the floor, a balcony surrounded a square well
that looked down on the lounge area of the first floor. There was a file
room flanked by two offices on the west side of the building in the
center. = Off the right side of the north corridor on the second floor
there was a pilot's room, which was essentially a lounge area, and two
'dorm‘itories with baths. On the left there were three bedrooms, each with -
a bath, and another small lounge area. Off the left side of' the south
corridor on the second floor was a men's toilet, a parlor with a bedroom
and bath, and an unassigned office with bath. On the right side there
was grzm office, two bedrooms with baths, and two" malds' ’r-ooms “with a .
bath. ‘

Three ramps led down to the basement from the east or fleld S|de of the
bulldmg In the center of the basement was a Iarge,unassngned space

“with a linoleum floor. To the north were office and storage space for the ’
public health officials, the U.S. Customs Sérvice,' express and freight
baggage, énq an additional storeroom. To the south were the restaurant

21. Aviation Branch Drawings, "First Floor Plan Shdwing Arrangement of
Furnishings for Municipal Airport Floyd Bennett Field." : '

22. Aviation Branch Drawings, "Second Floor Plan Showmg Arrangement
of Furmshmgs for Municipal Airport Floyd Bennett Field."
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© kitchen, an 'employees' locker room, a men's toilet, and office space for

the “field force," which must have been the airport security guards.z-3 ‘

The Administration Building had two other levels pro;ectlng above the"
second floor and facing the field. The lower level, above the alrport
mana’ge'r's' office and measuring approxnmately-thirty two by -twenty-two
feet, was a Weather Bureau chart room. The highest level contained'thé"
control room. The men statuoned in it were responsnble for coordmating.
the movements of the aircraft on the field. Their jObS became more
complex as more sophisticated radio equipm'ent came into use during the; |
1930s.. The control _room was glassed in, and surrounded by a balcony
walkway that gave airport officials an excellent view of the fneld and

hangars 24

The main roof of the Administration Building was accessible to most people

~and could be used as a viewing area for special events or general aircraft
_ operations. Along the field snde of the roof were attached spotlights for

nlght operations. The beacon tower, which constantly beamed the field'
location to night flyers, was located on top of the control tower '

‘ Two other permanent structures were built durlng this mitlal construction

phase at Floyd Bennett Field. Contract No. 2028, Part A, called for the
erection of a sewage disposal system with a twenty-six by twenty-foot

' _p'ump‘ well that was housed in a metal building on the southern part‘of _

the field next to Hangars 1 and 2. It was awarded to Rosoff Broth‘e'rs,'.,
inc., of Brooklyn and totaled $79,800. Contract No. 20428‘_ call_ed for the
construction of a ten by twelve-_foot' Transformer Vauit nekt to the pump
well. It was built of the same brick and artificial stone used in the

hangars and Administration Building.zs-

23. ,. Ibid., Contract No. 2000, Drawing No 5.

. 24. |bid., Contract No "2000, Drawmg No. 8.

25. 'Avnation Branch Drawmgs, Contract No 2028 Drawmg No A4 and
Creel Memorandum : s _
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Phqtog raph No. 21

Closeup view of the Control Tower taken from the roof of the
Administration Building in the mid-1930s.

cLL

Smithsonian . Institution.
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Photograph No. 22

Closeup view of one of the two brick spotlight towers that housed the
Sperry floodlight system for the field.

Smithsonian Institution.
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_ }
There was a total of eleven buuldlngs erected at the alrport between 1929
“and 1932. However, other contracts were let for. fmlshmg work They '

were:

~“For Wood Screen Fén'mng (as a secu.rl'ty' fence) .
"Awarded to M. D. Lundm Co of New York Clty '
for $8 865.21. ' s , S

Contract No. 1978

B Contract 'No." 1997
| $19,160.00."

~ Contract No. 1999 - For Seaplane Base (no hangar, just a ramp and

For Parking Area. :Awarded to Flemmg &
Sheppard Company, _Inc <y of Manhattan, for o

waterfront bulkheat). ‘Awarded to- Charles F. S

‘Vachris, lnc . Brooklyn for $148 164.

,Part A. (which also mcluded- the sewage

Contract No. 2020
; : disposal plant —and Transformer = Vauit).

Construction of Offices, Shops and Enclosures, o
- etc., in four lean-tos; construction and erection.

- of two temporary  comfort stations. Awarded to
Rosoff Brothers, Inc. ’ of Brooklyn, for a total -
sum of $79,800. i v

Part B. For plumbmg, dramage, water supply, -

etc.,. for Administration Building, - lean-tos,f', -

comfort ‘stations, etc. -Awarded to. Thu,,,,, F.
Mulllgan of Long lsland for $25 333 R

Part C. For electric. ‘wiring for flre alarm,'
light and power, telephone conduits, :manholes,
‘light and power for Administration Buuldmg,

lean-tos, hangars, comfort statlons, pumping. -

~ stations, etc. Awarded to J. P Morrissey,
~Inc., of Manhattan, for $99 899. o :

Part D For an onl-flred steam heatlng system, «
oil-fired hot water supply plant, fuel oil supply .
system and . incidental work.  for - the
Administration Building. Awarded to. Jacob E.
.Brown, inc., of- Brooklyn, for .$11, 328 ' '

' Contract No. 2031 - For furnlshmg and installing’ at the Mummpal

Airport a complete ‘landing - area floodlight o

system, mcludmg necessary buildings, appur- .
~ tenances, -auxiliaries “and: all - required work

-, incidental " thereto. - Awarded to " the Sperry

jC?-yroscope Company of Brooklyn for $26 356

R




Contract No. 2032 - For furnishing and installing at the Municipal
Airport airport landing equipment together with
all incidental work thereto. Awarded to the
General Electric Company of Manhattan, for
$73,200.

Contract No. 2038 - For preparation of areas for the parking of
motor vehicles, including the furnishing and
installation of wire mesh fencing at the
Municipal Airport. Awarded to Robgt E. Orr
Co., Inc., of Manhattan for $51,500. :

The Sperry floodlight system was the most up-to-date in existence at that
time. Part of it was mounted on the hangars and Administration
Building, but the most important part was placed in two brick floodlight
houses that were twenty-eight feet tall and fourteen feet square. One
was situated at the southern part of the field near the end of Runway
15-33, while the second was placed along the northern boundary fence
27 With this and the other finishing work
completed, the airport was ready for full operation by the beginning of
1932. N

approximately in the center.

Three other items should be mentioned in relation to this first phase of
construction at Floyd Bennett Field. In 1932 two additional contracts
were awarded for finishing work. The first, No. 2048, provided for the
construction of three taxi strips to tie the apron area to Runway 15-33
which paralleled the apron and hangar row. It was awarded to the
Thomas McMillan Co., for $18,495, and completed on the 12th of October
1932. The second contract, No. 2053, detailed the construction. of sand
fences at the airport to control drifting. It was awarded to the

Independent Fence Co., for $3,510 and completed on February 2, 1932.28

26. "Contracts Awarded for Work at the Municipal Airport." May 14,
1931, Box 567, Walker Collection. _

27. Aviation Branch Drawings, Contract No. 2031, Drawing 2.

28. Department of Docks, Sixty-first Annual Rgpoht, (1932), p. 22.
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Photograph No. 23

Aerial view of Floyd Bennett Field September 24, 1932, showing the three
new taxi strips that had recently been installed to link the apron with
Runway 15-33.

6LL

Smithsonian Itnstitution.
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Photograph No. 24

Aerial view of Floyd Bennett Field taken January 1936 showing the
beginning of construction of the two new runways by the WPA. The view
looks north across Rockaway inlet.

L2l

Smithsonian Institution.
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long and 150 feet wide. In addition, Runway 15-33, which paralleled
Flatbush Avenue, was lengthened to 3,500 feet. 3 The concrete apron in
front of the hangars and Administration Bulldmg was w1dened by

fifty-four feet for a dlstance of approximately 400 feet. Also, the three

taxi strips built during 1932 were widened from thirty to 100 feet. The

two new runways greatly expanded the landing facilities of the. airport.

'. Though Floyd Bennett Field was designed originally so that aircraft could

land into the wind on the grass if necessary, aircraft grew progressively'
heavier during the 1930s, and it '.was therefore unsafe.fob tbansports‘ to
land on the infield. Thus, the construction of-twol new runWa:ys gaVe
pilots four more chances to land directly into the wind. |

'ln addition the WPA carried out two other pieces of constructlon durmg

the mid-1930s to facilitate the ease of handling passengers and planes.
The most important was the construction of a “passenger tunnel" from the
basement of the Administration Building to the apron area where the
aircraft were parked.for unioading. The tunnel was shaped like a "T.v
The stem was ten feet high and twelve feet wide and ran 124 feet from
the Administration Building out under the apron to the alrchaft pai_'king
each ‘way and ran 120 feet. At that point two sets of steps fled‘ up to' the
level of the field.3? The 1935 report of the Department of Docks stated
that: ‘ ‘ . o L

area. Then it branched off to the right and left, ten feet wide and tall

The purpose of the loading tunnel is that arriving passengers
may disembark from plane, go down one flight of steps to the
loading tunnel and go into the Admlnlstratlo& Buuldlng, where. - -
another flight of stalrs goes up to the Iobby

31. A\)iation Branch Drawings, Drawing titled, "Department of Docks,
City of New  York, Development and Improvement of “Airports, F‘l‘oyd

- Bennett Field, Location of Runways,” WPA Job No. 28 and BA-41 ‘

"~ 32. This information came from a document itemizing the orlgmal and

WPA construction at Fioyd Bennett Field, which has no -title or cover
page. The original is located in the LaGuardla Collection, Box 721.

- copy of the document is contained in the Appendix. Hereafter it W|ll be-

cited as the LaGuardia Document.

23. Department of Docks, Sixty-fourth Annual Repof‘t, »_(1‘935')',' “.'pp. 1 and{
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Photograph No. 25

View of the apron in front of the Administration Building showing the
construction by the WPA of the passenger tunnel. Taken about July 15,
1935.

8clL

National Archives, Photograph No. 69-N-7708D.
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~ Finally, also during 1932, a wire mesh fence was constructed along the

apron and around the parking lots, which, while allowing airport visitors
a clear view of everything happening at the field, protected them frorﬁ
moving airplanes and propellers, and allowed the handling of Iarge crowds
with less police protection. 2

The Works Pr‘ogreSs Administration Construction, 1934-1938

No new construction was undertaken at Floyd Bennett Field during 1933..
Beginning in 1934, the WPA started a complete new phase of construction
that lasted through 1938. The WPA was involved in many types of

‘municipal and county construction projects throughout the country ih_the

1930s. One of its primary jobs was to expand airport facilities in the
United States. Therefore, it is not suprising that the WPA built many
new facilities and updated others at the New York airport. The total cost
of the WPA construction, alterations, and repairs at Floyd Bennett Field
was $5,053,146.51. The city of New York's share of the costs totaled
$339,411.71, while the federal government spent $4,713,734. 80. 30

' Only the major WPA construction work during this five year period will be
discussed in detail here. The minor alterations or repairs to the existing

buildings such as the Administration Building and the hangars can be

found |n the detailed list in Appendix A.

© The major WPA pro;ect completed at Floyd Bennett Field during 1935 was

an expansion of the concrete runway, tax1way, and apron system “Two
nine- mch reinforced concrete runways were constructed. One,_Runway

- 1-19, ran nearly north to south, and was 3,500 feet Ibrig and 150 feet

wide. Runway 12-30, running northeast to southwest,‘wés 3,200 féet_

29. |bid.

30. Creel Memorandum.
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Photograph No. 26

View of the WPA expansion of the apron along hangar row at Floyd
Bennett Field, taken around October 25, 1935.

ocL

WPA photograph in the New York Municipal Archives.

Y
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Photograph No. 27

View of the Field House constructed by the WPA at Floyd Bennett Field in
1936, December 23, 1936.

celL

National Archives, Photograph No. 69-N-7734D.
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_ eoncrete_ floors and were built on 20, forty foot concrete piles.

The other alteration was carried out near the tunnel entrances on the
apron. Four "turn tables" were lnstalled to facilitate qmck arrlval and

departure of planes by reducing their turmng radlus 34

While these vimprovements to th'e“"flying field were being combleted the

| WPA. was ‘also constructlng nmportant new buuldlngs at the alrport In 1934

a bonler room and machine shop ‘was built in the fifty-foot space between

‘Hangars 7 and 8. The total cost of the initial constructlon was was
$26,817. The buuldlng, which measured 50 by 140 feet, had one main -
- floor plus a ‘mezzanine and totaled 191,829 square feet of floor space. Two

years later, a similar infill building was constructed between Hangars 3
and 4. That project totaled $175,584. 35 Finally in 1936 and 1937, the
WPA constructed infill buildings between Hangars 1 and 2 and Hangars 5

~and 6. These were both built as machine shops. One cost $151,525 and

the second $69,733. All four of these infill-bbuildings had reinfbrced '
36 ,

The |nflll buﬂdmg constructed between Hangars 1 and 2 was part of an

extensive building program that the WPA undertook at Floyd Bennett Fleld
for the benefit of the Naval Reserve "v.uuuu Base stationed there.- By
late 1935, the Navy was anxious to expand the facilitieS‘it occupied at"the_ :
field, which included Hangar 1 and a lean-to. A letter, dated December
9, 1935, from the Chief of the Bu_r'eau of Aeronautics Rear Admiral Ernest
J. KinQ, 'who‘ later led the whole Navy during the Second World War, to
the chief of naval operations, stated that:

34. |bid.

35. LaGuardia Document, p. 11; and Department of Docks, Sixty-Third
Annual Report, p. 1. : - .

36. LaGuardia [5ocument, PP. >10-'14.‘
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A vyear later, a letter from the commanding officer of the Naval Reserve
Aviation Base to the chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics, dated December

The Bureau is greatly interested in the provision of adequate
facilities for the Naval Reserve Aviation Base, Floyd Bennett
Field, and recommends that the Commandant of the Third Naval
District be requested to use every possible effort to have the
New York City. authorities include the work for the Naval
Reserve. Aviation Base with other work now in progress at
Floyd Bennett Field, as covered by approved Works gfogress
Administration Project #164 in the amount of $1,625,507. o

15, 1936, reported that:

The lean-to for Hangar No. 1, which Wés the only two-story lean-to at
the field, cost $85,742.

A separate WPA project sponsored by the City of New York,
involving the quarters occupied by this Base is nearing
completion. This project involves remodeling the first floor,
and the addition of a second floor to the existing lean-to on
Hangar No. 1. Also, the construction of a building between
the Hangars No. 1 and No. 2 to house a storeroom, plane
overhaul shop, machine shop, and dormitory. The part
concerning the lean-to is 99% complete and this Base is
occupying the offices, etc., in this two story lean-to.

In addition to the above there are other projects scheduled

under the WPA funds which, while not intended sclely for this

Base, will be available for Base use. One of these is a modern

doping house to be used by all tenants at the field, and the
other is a garage for government and municipal vehicles.

All buildings described above are of brick and steel or cement
and steel construction, conforming to the general scheme of
architecture of all buildipgs at this field. A sprinkler system
is installed in all spaces.

39

37. General Correspondence, 1924-1942, Vol. 3, Records of the Bureau

of Aeronautics, Record Group 72, N.A.

38.
39.

Ibid.

LaGuardia Document, p. 2.
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Photograph No. 28

View of the apron area in front of the Administration Building at Floyd
Bennett Field in August 1935.

New York Municipal Archives.
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space, as well as training rooms for the cadets that passed through the
preflight school. The Dope House, which was built just south of Hangars
1 and 2 measured 52 by 135 feet. It had a main floor and a mezzanine
and cost $116,556.4°
commanding officer of the base mentions, it appears from photographs to

Though there is little data on the garage that the

have been a single story wood frame structure constructed to the

southeast of Hangar 1.

There were other buildings constructed at Floyd Bennett Field during
WPA construction program. What was called a field house was built next
to the apron just to the north of the Administration Building. It was
constructed of the same type brick and artificial stone as thé rest of the
field's structures and measured thirty-seven by twenty-six feet. There
were two 6- by 26-foot "lavatories" on the north and south sides of the
building and the twenty-five by twenty-six-foot field house stood in
between. The building cost $60,26’l.41 A twenty-two by thirty-foot
Sprinkler System Pump House of brick and artificial stone for the fire
prevention system installed in all of the buildings was put up between
42 It cost $69,376. In the

same general area, but nearer Hangar 6, a six by eight-foot brick

Hangar 6 and the Administration Building.

Gasoline Pump House was constructed. The cost for it and eight
underground storage tanks was $3‘|,368.43 Finally, the WPA built a
second Transformer Vault, similar to the one erected by the city south of
Hangar 1. The new structure, placed along the apron well north of
Hangar 7, was 14 by 22 feet in si>ze, 10.65 feet high, was built of brick,

and cost $14,694. 44

40. |bid., p. 16.
41. LaGuardia Document, p. 15.
42. |bid., p. 17.
43. |bid., p. 20.
44. |bid., p. 19.
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The WPA also made other improvements to the field. They included new
fencing around the perimeter, landscaping around six buildings, field
grading, the construction of both dirt and -bituminous roads within the

~airport area, the one air beacon, sidewalks, concre‘te‘:ijars, water

mains, and the installation _}of'manholes. Also the WPA'.constructed a
seaplane ramp, for $11,655, at the southeast corner. of the field on

~Jamaica Bay.‘!s

Finally, during the WPA phase the new Coast Guard vAir'AStatio'n on the
eastern side of the airport next to Jamaica Bay was construoted by the
Graves Quinn Corporation. The buildings included a 161 ‘by 182 foot °
hangar which also contained offices and barracks for the base personnel,
a sixty-eight by -thirty-one-foot garage, a "™ shaped taxiway,‘ a 50 by
260 foot seaplane ramp, and 685 lineal feet of - bulkhead - runnmg along '

Jamaica Bay. This facility was completed in 1937. 46

‘The buuldmgs that were constructed by the WPA at Floyd Bennett Field
1dur|ng the’ 19305, wuth two exceptlons, are there today . The two

exceptnons are- the garage building built-south of Hangar 1 and the fleld :
house built just north of the Admini tion :suuolng. - The garage
building'Was demolished in 1941 when the NaVy bUiIt»a ‘barracks in the
area. The field house was torn down by the . Navy in 1964 when a large

- Natlonal Guard hangar was constructed.

A 1940 cost assessment of Floyd Bennett Field compiled by the Navy,

 ‘when it was considering buying the airport, showed that $‘10,49'6,‘906.64

had been spent on construction there up to that time. The :city of New _
York contributed $3,564,768’.33 of that total, :mostllyj during the initial -

45. |ibid., 'p. 22; and Brehon Somervell, Administrator of the ‘Works

Project A Admmlstratlon for the City of New York, to the Commissioner of
Work Projects, Washington, October 9, 1939, wPA State Files, New York:
City, Records of the Works Progress Admlmstratlon, R_eco‘rd ‘Group 69,

N.ALC

46. LaGuardia Document, pp. 1-5, Section II.
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Photograph No. 29

" Aerial view of the new Coast Guard Air Station constructed by the WPA
on the east side of Floyd Bennett Field next to Jamaica Bay. Also seen

i

is the area where the Navy built its Patrol Base.

From the files of the U. S. Navy Operational Archives, Naval Historical

Center.
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Photograph No. 30

October 25, 1935, view of hangar row at Floyd Bennett Field showing the
initial construction of the second floor addition to the lean-to of Hangar 1
by the WPA.

erL

National Archives, Photograph Mo. 69-N-7721-D.
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Photograph No. 31

September 1937, view of the two-story lean-to at Hangar 1 built for the
Navy by the WPA.

StL

National Archives, Photograph No. 69-N-8999.
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Photograph No. 32

The construction of the Dope House south of Hangars 1 and 2 by the
WPA.

JA A}

National Archives, Photograph No. 69-N-9000.
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Photograph No. 33

Construction of the Sprinkler System Pump House by the WPA, October
1935.

6vL

New York Municipal Archives.
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phase of  construction. The federal government contributed
$6,932,138.31. Of that figure, $2,218,393.51 was spent on dredging
channels in Jamaica Bay near the field, dredging which was incidental to
the filling of Barren Island. The WPA spent $4,713,734.80 on its projects
between 1934 and 1938. By 1940, the federal government had more funds
invested in capital improvements at Floyd Bennett Field than did the city

of New Yor‘k.47

world War Il Construction

The historical period upon which this report focuses was over when the
Navy took over Floyd Bennett Field in 1941 just before the United States
entered the Second World War. The structures that have been nominated
for the National Register of Historic Places were built during either the
initial stage of construction before 1932 or during the WPA phase between
1934 and 1938. Yet, certain of the historical buildings were modified by
the Navy during the Second World War. For example, the size and
number of the runways were altered. These changes will be dealt with in
this section. The extensive new construction that the Navy initiated at
Floyd Bennett Field in 1941 and which .continued throughout the war
years will be dealt with‘only briefly. The various construction projects

will be outlined and the new buildings listed.

Even before the Navy leased the field in June of 1941 it had been busy
constructing new facilities for the units stationed there. On the eastern
side of the field, across from the civilian hangar row and next to the
Coast Guard Air Station, the Navy constr‘Ucted an on-shore patrol base.
This facility housed the Navy squadrons that carried out '"neutrality
patrols" along the east coast. They - searched for German U-boats

operating in the Atlantic against British shipping. In early 1940

47. Creel Memorandum.
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construction began on a seaplane hangar for this patrol base. Then, in
mid-1940, plans were completed for the erection of a Bachelor Officer's
Quarters (BOQ) and an enlisted men's barracks and office tfiuilding.48

These frame, two-story structures were built in late 1940 just south of

‘the new seaplane hangar. In early 1941, a second seap}lkane hangar was

constructed just north of the first, Therefore, before the Navy took
over the whole field and the United States entered the Second World War,
the military facilities at Floyd Bennett Field were expanded.

Once the Navy decided to take over all of Floyd Bennett Field to turn it
into a'major naval air station, it rapidly enlarged the insta'llation so it

could accommodate increased personnel and equipment. One of the first _

projects undertaken in the spring of 1941 was the construction of a
barracks and mess hall building to house the officer ‘cadets who were
undergoing training. This structure was built immediately south of the
Dope Shop next to Flatbush Avenue. It was a two?Story wood  frame
building and shaped like an "H." The first floor of the barracks housed
the mess hall, galley, a recreation and instruction room, and an
infirmary. The second floor contained the barracks rooms for the cadets.
When the city gave the Navy permission to buiid this barracks it agreed
to dtigolish some frame structures, including the garage built by the
WPA.

- During  1941-1944 major construction continued at Floyd Bennett Field.

The Navy built a marginal wharf along the southern border of the field
on Rockaway Inlet. The Navy evicted the remaining citizens of the
Barren Isiand community from this area. Aircraft bound for dverseas
were loaded on freighters at the wharf. A seaplane parking. area with
another seaplane ramp was constructed just ‘west of the wharf. "Also-on

48. National Park Service Drawing 646/62390.

49. National Park Service Drawiﬁg '646/62_194. :
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Photograph No. 34

‘Aerial view of Floyd Bennett Field January 17, 1942, six months after the
Navy took over the airport. '

€SL

National Archives, Photograph No. 80-G-354817.
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the southern area of the field, the Navy erected recreation buildings,
additional officer and enlisted men's barracks, married housing for
enlisted and officer personnel, Marine barracks and married housing
units, more gasoline pump houses, storage buildings, a boat house,
laundry facilities, wvarious training buildings, a public works office and
police station, a dispensary, a fire station and garage, numerous
maintenance buildings, a torpedo overhaul shop, a power plant, and
various smaller structures. New buildings were élso put up along the old
hangar row on the west side of the field. South of Hangars 1 and 2, and
near the 1041 barracks building, another frame barracks building and
field house and some smaller structures were erected. Just north of
Hangars 7 and 8, two new wood frame hangars were constructed. On the
east side of the field, next to the Coast Guard Air Station and the Navy
Patrol Base, a large naval air station maintenance complex was
established, which included numerous kinds of shops and storehouses.
To the north of the runways, ammunition and high explosive magazines
were emplaced along with a new radio communications complex. The Radio
Transmitter Building, constructed in 1942, was thirt-one by eighty-one
feet in size and surrounded by three tall radio antenna towers.

During the Second World War, many of the original 1930s structures at
Floyd Bennett Field were modified. Certainly the most visible changes
were made to the runways. Due to the needs of the military aircraft that
used the airfield during the war, the runway system, as modified by the
WPA in 1935, had to be altered extensively. In March 1942 plans were
approved for the lengthening and widening of every runway at the field
except one. The exception was Runway 6-24, which ran perpendicular to
Flatbush Avenue. That runway ran directly towards the Navy Patrol
Base hangars on the eastern side of the field and the old hangar row and

the Administration Building on the west side of the field. Because of the

*

50. National Park Service Drawings 646/62254 and 646/62017. These
show a plan of the field in 1945 and also drawings of the Radio
Transmitter Building.
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building obstructions at each end, the Navy decided to stop using it as
an active runway and turned it into a taxiway. Instead, a new Runway
6-24, with no obstructions at either end, was constructed at the extreme
north end of the airfield. It was 5,000 feet long and 300 feet wide and |
had a macadam surface. The other runways that existed before the Navy
took over the field were modified. Each was widened to 300 feet by the
addition of concrete sections on each side. Each received a macadam
extension which increased their length to 5,000 feet. There was one
exception however. Runway 15-33, which paralleled the old hangar row,
was lengthened to only 4,500 feet because of the limited = space.
Additional taxiways were also constructed. A long macadam taxiway.was
put in between the southern end of Runway 15-33 and the seaplane
parking area at the extreme southern end of the field near the marginal_
wharf. A short taxiway was put in to connect the northern apron along
hangar row with the western end of the new Runway 6-24. Another
taxiway was constructed to connect the southern ends of Runways 15-33
and 12-30. Finally, two sets of taxiways were constructed to link the
patrdl base complex with Runways 6-24 and 12-30. All of these greatly

expanded the landing capabilities of the Naval Air S"cation-.51

The Navy installed a sophisticated new lighting system to aid night and

poor viSibllity landing at Floyd Bennett Field. The state of the art of .-

runway lighting had improved significantly since the mid- 19305, and the
Navy, mindful of aircraft safety, installed improved lighting throughout
the area. Approach lights were placed at the end of each runway, and a
lengthened approach light system was installed at the end of RunWay 30.

Also new radio approach systems were installed for the field makmg |t

much easier for pilots to land during poor visibility conditions. 52

51. National Park Service Drawing 646/62037 "General Plan of Runways, "
March 23, 1942; National Archives Photograph No 80-G-291508, December
17, 1944. L

52. National Park Service Drawing 646/62017, "Field nghtmg Runways

~and Butldlng Obstruction Lights Locations," Aprll 16, 1945
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Photograph No. 35

View of the southwest side of the Administration Building taken during

world war |l and 'showing the remodeled Control Tower.

LSL

From the files of the Jamaica Bay Unit of Gateway National Recreation

Area.
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Photograph No. 36

Aerial view taken December 17, 1944, showing the extensive additions to
Floyd Bennett Field by the Navy. -

6SL

National Archives, Photograph No. 80-G-291508.
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Photograph No. 37

View of the southeastern tip of Barren Island showing the foundations of
the old glue factory and garbage incinerator, the area where the Navy
built its marginal wharf.

National Archives, Photograph No. 80-G-354815.
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Of the original buildings constructed at Floyd Bennett Field, the
Administration Building was the structure most extensively modified by
the Navy. Though few walls were knocked down, the building was
completely remodeled on the inside and slightly modified on the outside.
A floor-by-floor listing shows the extent of the modifications on the

interior.

In the central part of the basement, a Naval Air Transport Service
(NATS) waiting room was installed along with a NATS office, Red Cross
coffee shop, and boiler room. Down the north corridor one found a very
large post office as well as two electric rooms and an armory. Down the

. . .53
southern corridor were located another electrical room and cafeteria.

The first floor of the Administration Building was also altered. The
seating facilities in the lobby were removed and it was left empty. In the
center on the field side, the NATS had another office with an information
booth fronting on the lobby. Down the northern corridor were the
aerology (weather) operations room, an office for a secretary and the
operations officer, the flight control room, a locker room for the flight

crew, a room for the telephone switchboard, and a restroom for the

telephone operators. Down the southern corridor were two disbursing
offices, a waiting room, a men's restroom, and office space for the Naval
Air Station staff. Finally, there were two small offices flanking the

doorway leading out of the Flatbush Avenue side of the bu’ilding.54

Though very little was done to change the structure of the second floor
of the Administration Building, the use of the individual rooms changed
after the Navy took the field over. In the center of the floor, the open
well to the first floor remained. On the field side in the center under

the control tower, the commanding officer of the Naval Air Station had his

53. National Park Service Drawing 646/62033-1.

54. 1bid., Drawing 646/62033-2.
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office. Across the open well were the public relations office, the legal
office, and the base personnel office. Down the northern corridor were .
offices for the officer of the day, senior duty officer, officers' records,
stenographers, women officers, a duplicating room, and the central file
office. Down the southern corridor were offices for the executive officer,
i-nsurance., personnel, and demobilization. The baths in ,m_any of -the

second floor rooms were r‘etained.55

The weather bureau, which occupied the room directly under_ the. cﬁon'trol

tower remained where it was. .The control tower was,'vmodif-vied

~considerably. New electronic equipment was installed, including radar

when it was introduced later in the war, radio equipment, and. other
types of communications equipment. Also, the windows of the control
tower were changed. and the old design was replaced by more modern

glass and steel which allowed greater visibility.56

Finally, one 6ther‘ important modification was made to the Admin‘istration_'
Building in 1943. A sixty- by sevénty-thre_e-foot single story wood frame
extension was added to the building. The structure was clearly designed
to provide additional office space for the Naval Air Station staff. It had ’
a flat roof and was .connected to the Administration Buildingy by a narrow
ten-foot wivde‘cor"t“ido_r that led to the first floor. The corridor also
contained a stairway to the basement. A floor plan of the extension
‘shows that it had éleven separate rooms. They included a toilet‘, a
clerical files and correspondance room, an engineering and material
storage room, an office for the communications officer, a coding room, an
office for a cc;mmunications watch officer, a.routing and current message

files room, a room for supplies and message files, a telephone equipment

55, National Park Service Drawing 646/62033-3.

56. See various photographs of the cohtr‘ol towéf in the files of the ..
Jamaica Bay Unit of Gateway National Recreation Area. :
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room, a teletype room, and a room for radio central. The building was

obviously constructed to provide space for communications facilities.57

There were few other major alterations made to the other original or WPA
structures at Floyd Bennett Field during the war. Little, outside of

repair and maintenance work, was done to the hangars, their lean-tos, or

the infill buildings. Three of the other structures were slightly modified

later on} but probably in the post-war period. A brick wing was
_ attaéhed to the electrical vault built by the WPA north of hangar row. It
measured approximately twelve by twenty-six feet. Also a lean-to was
attached to the southern side of the Dope Shop, and a concrete lean-to
was attached to the 's'outhern side of the Sprinkier Pump House. These
changes in the structures can be seen today; ' |

The Post-World War |l Construction at Floyd Bennett Field

When the Second World War ended in 1945, the New York Naval Air
Station was redesignated a naval air reserve training station. Because of
this reduced roie, there was iittie new consiruction undertaken at Fioyd
Bennett Field in the immediate post-war years. Not until the United
States began to mobilize its armed forces for the Cold war and tt;e Korean
War broke out in 1950 did the field see significant new construction.

Nevertheless, some construction was carried out at the field right after
World War Il. A contract was let in 1946 for the installation of a new
instrument approach system that cost $102,000. It was designed to
improve poor visibility landing capabilities. Also in 1946, $62,000 was
spent on a new radio compass location station, which also improved
instrument landing capabilities at the field. Further funds were spent in

57. National Park Service Drawing 646/62034, "Exfénsion to Adminis-
tration Building." .
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1946 for ground control approach equipment and a taxiway ‘linking the
pParking apron to the southeast end of Runway 15-33.58 b-

Once the Korean War began and the Cold War heated up, the Navy had a
greater need for Floyd Bennett Field. The airport was altered so that it
could adequately handle the new and more sophisticated aircraft that the
Navy acquired in' the late 1940s and early 1950s. This required new
facilities. In July 1951 the Bureau of Docks announced that the Navy
was ready to award a contract for $3,490,626 to the Albert A. Lutz Co.,
of New York City, for expansion of the Naval Air Station. This work,
which was carried out in 1951 and 1952, included the addition of 1,000
feet to Runway 6-24, the construction of a new parking area, two new
radio towers, Hew lean~- tos for the hangars that belonged to the original
Navy Patrol Base on the eastern side of the field, a new barr‘acks and
mess hall, a public works garage, and four maintenance bunldlngs in
addutlon, the main entrance gate to the field was relocated, the fire alarm

and sprinkler systems in the buildings were repalred new lights were

installed near the hangars ‘and a jet fuel storage tank was buiit. 59

Under a separate contract, in 1957, a new airport beacon tower was put
up near the Gasoline and Sprinkier Pump Houses between Hangar 6 and

the Administration Bu:ldmg 60

Except for standard maintenance and repair work, the 'constr‘uction at
Floyd Bennett Field during this period had little to do with'the original
structures built during the 1930s. In many instances the buildings went
unused, since the Navy centered its activities at the field in the late

58. This information came from an untitied list of post-war construction
at Floyd Bennett Field that is located in the files of the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, Port Hueneme.

59. Department of Defense Press Release, May 24, 1951; and a Bureau of
Docks Press Release, June 12, 1951 Naval Facmt:es Engineering Command
Files, Port Hueneme. ' ‘

 60. National Park Service Drawing 646/62425.
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1940s away from the drigina! hangar row. Nevertheless, the New York
City Police Departmeht maintained its- air patrol unit in -Hangar 3, and the
New York Air National Guard occupled several of the hangars north of
the Administration Building. - ' '

The Air National Guard activities led to the one major project that dealt
with the original buildings. In 1964, they constructed a new hangar
between Hangar 5 -and the Administration Building. The hangar, which
cost $1,700,000, was -erected between March 1964 and March 1965. It
included 27,000 square feet of unobstructed floo'r'bspac'e in its main repair
area. Its front ‘was 300 - feet long and had ‘thirty-foot high sliding
doo'r's.61 To make ‘space for this struéture, the Field House constructed

by the WPA in the:1930s was démolished:

Two of the other original buildings at Floyd ‘Bennett Field were also
demolished in the post-war years. The two brick towers that housed the
Sperry floodlights used omgmally for’ night landings, were torn down in
the late 1940s. ‘ ‘ fe

61. Article in The Leveler, a Naval Facilities Engineering Command news -
publication, December 1964, p. 4, Naval Facilities Engineering Command

Files, Port Hueneme.
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RECOMMENDATIONS |

[

The author believes that the source material documenting. thé history of
Floyd Bennett Field has been exhausted. All possible depositories that
hold records about the airport have been searched. The: only set of
'important documents relevant jco'the subject that were not found to be
available or complete were the WPA files. They were not ‘lo.cated in either
the National Archives in Washington, D.C. or its branch in Bayonne, New
Jersey, nor were they found in the City of New York Municipal Archives.
Nevertheless, enough data on the WPA program at Floyd Bennett Field in

the 1930s was uncovered to provide a clear picture of that construction.

Though the available Navy records are also incomplete, they. are not
nearly as important as the WPA files, and sufficient Navy records were
found to provide an overview of the construction at the field during the
Second World War and the post-war period. Therefore, it is very
doubtful that any significant documentary sources remain to..be uncovered
and further research would be fruitless.

As for the interpretive use of the historic structures at Floyd Bennett
Field, it must be determined what emphasis should be placed on the
airport's history.  Since it would not make sense and would cost too much
to restore the interior and exterior of each historic building to its 1930s
appearance, partial restoration appears to be the answer. It wouid take
much less effort to restore the outward appearance of the old hangar row
to what it looked like when Wiley Post was making his historic flights.
Few alterations were made to the exteriors of the old buildings through
the vyears. Thus little would be required to restore their 1935
appearance. The only structure on the original hangar row' that intrudes
on the field's appearance during the 1930s is the blue Air National Guard
Hangar put up in 1964Abetweeh the Administration Building and I-_iangé‘r 5.
Its removal, if practical, is recommended. Therefo__ré, if the Air National
Guard Hangar were demolished and the original buildings stabilized the
hangar row would appear much as it did during the historié period.
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The interior space of the Administration Building, the hangars, the
lean-tos, and the infill buildings can reédily be adapted for recreation
purposes which would not require the alteration of their exterior
appearance. Or the park can use some of them as maintenance buildings.
The _Administration Building would 'be ideal for use as the park
headquérter:s inlding'.- | o '

The author makes one recommendation for the interpretation of the history
of Floyd Bennett Field. One of the original hangars should be set up as
an interpretive museum which highlights the significant events that

occurred at the airport during the 1930s and during the Second World

war. It should present information and memorabilia on the flights of
Wiley Post, Amelia Earhardt, Roscoe Turner, Howard Hughes, and other
famous aviators that used Floyd Bennett Field. It should also describe
the various Navy activities at the field .during the Second World War.
One section of the museum should provide information about Floyd
Bennett. The portrait of the naval aviator that hung in the lobby of the
Administration Building: can be displayed, if located, along with the
Congressional Medal of Honor that Bennett was awarded for his flight with
Byrd across the North Pole in 1926, if it can be acquired. There are
other items that coul'd be vdisplayed if they were also located, '_éuch as the
airport register, which contains the signatures of all of the pilots that
used the field in the 1930s and the memorial tablet installed on the apron
in 1935, after Wi_ley Post's death, commemoratihg his solo

around-the-world flight. Finally, the museum could display one or two -

aircrafts that typify the kinds of planes that were involved in the famous
flights of the 1930s. It may be possible to secure restored aircraft of
that vintage from the Smithsonian Institution. Floyd Bennett Field's
history is significant enough to warrant such a small museum in one of
the original hangars. It would easily provide interpretive information for

visitors unfamiliar with the airport's rather unique history.
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APPENDIX A
THE LaGUARDIA DOCUMENT
WPA CONSTRUCTION AT FLOYD BENNETT FIELD
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BROOKLYN, R. Y. C.
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Administration Building.
Hanger & Leento #L.
Hanger & Leanto #2.
Hangar & Leanto #3.
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Hangar & Leanto #7.

. .Haz;gar & Leanto #8.

Machine . Shop between Hangars 1 &2

Boiler Room & llachinaShopbetweanHangax;:.M
gacbine Shop betweeu Hangers 5 %.6»
Machine Shop between Hangats 7 & 8. ‘
Passenger Tunnel. :

Field House,

Dope House.

Sprinkler Pump House.

w,

" 2 Flood Light Towers.

2 Transformer Houses.

Gasoline Pump Housings & Tanks.

Runways.

Seaplesne Ramp & Pier.

Crading & Landscaping.
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Brick & Granite Walls - Concrete Footings - Sash & Trim: partly Marble
Floors: 4" reinf. Concr. Slabs, Linoleum covered - Roof: red Tile over 4" concr. Slab.
Framing: Steel - Interior: Plaster, Marble. Fabricoid. Im, Caen stome,

e — o

| TIdentification _ . _.Dimansian____i,“Axeg . J” Ht..}. 5q. Ft. ..CubicAFt..!.. - Cost .
Cellar 62.17 X 17.33 . 1,077 | 1 1,077 11,847
noo 74,17 X 166,67 | 12,362 | 11 | 12,362 135,982 |
n 17°x8 . 13 | 1n 136 1,496 .
no 8x75 | & | 1 0 660 |
" 60 X 10 [ 600 | 1.1 600 6,600 |
o TOTAL 14,235 A See
Elev. Pit 78 X 6 41 2.5| Cube only 118 reverse
" X6 ; W 2.5« B 18 side
B Total Basement) 14,235 156,821 for
1st. Floor  ° |61.5 X 182 i 11,193 | 13.5, 11,193 . 151,106 |  detailed
n 20 X 34 . 680 | 13.5 680 9,180 = - expend.
. 20 X 1 20 | 13.5 20 270 | Totals
n 30X2. 60 | 13.5 60 810 | below
i n 10X15 150 | 13.5 150 2,025
" ' 10 X 15 150 | . 13.5)___ 150 2,025 |
ﬂ 12,253 | ' 12,253 165,416 |
Deduct | 7.5x8 : €0 ‘ €0 \ 810 .
Totel 1st Rloor L 12,193 ! © 12,193 164,616
Lo ond. Foor! | | Toter . [12,093' | 11.5| 12,193 140,220 -
Deduct - 32X 32 1,024 | .50 2,024 | 11,776 |
mgxgl_;nd.g1oor i 11,169 1.5 11,169 | 128 4L
| ! ) :
| , - ' !

»ggteriar Railings:

~ Remarks
"Interior: Continued.

Steirs, Railings, Bronz
White Marble Treads.

Basement Floor: 4"

Reinf. Concr. Slab.
Granolythic Finish.

Pg;titions & Doors;

P@rtly'obscured Glass &
polished Plate Gless.

Aluminum Trim. ﬁ
Observation Tower:
Aluminum Sash &

Railing.

~

Bronze.

1
.Terraces: Front 8' X 30

red Tile. Rerr 12' X 58
& 12 X 65' red Tile.
Ramps: 2 st 13' X 20'. .
3 at 10' X 20 !
Stairs £t ends: Steel.
jgim & Doors etc:

Kalemein galv. Steel.
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Control Ra. 26 % 23 s98 | 11.5| 598 6,877 i
Deduct LX4 16 | 1.5 16 184
Total Control Rm. s82 | 11.5 4582 6,693
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Exteriar Railingss

Bronze.

Terrsces:; Front 8% X X
red Tile. Rear 12' X 5
& 12% X 65' red Tile.
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z | FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT 2 '
; HANGAR & LEANTO #. ’

, Hangar: Walls: 12" Brick. Floors: 11-0"Concr. Footings: Reinf. Concr. 5' sq. Piles: 102. Concr. 14" X 357, driven 40'-ONdepth
Framing: Open steel Trusses. Sash: Steel. Fixed. Doors: Alumbnum Alloy. Sliding. Roof: Composition. Copper Gutters.

._ldenﬂﬁmm____..mmnsm___nea ' Ht Sa- Ft. .! Cubic Ft Cost ] gemrk&wm-______}i
: Leanto: Wallg: 127
. ‘Face Brick & Cast !
. = ' : o , o ,  Stone. Framing: ‘
o Steel. Floors: Reinf, !
Concr. Footings; |
o . . . . Reinf. Concr. Piles:
‘ . A B . Conc. 14" X 35! -O".
S R R o " driven to 40' depth,
Do ; o . o 1 ,. . v : 1 23 Pleces. Sashs Steel.
SRR I . o S Roof: Composition.
£ : ' Copper Gutters etc.
Hangar . 120 X140 | 16,800 | 35.52 | 16,800 596.736 | 72N
Leanto 1st F1.- 30 X140 | 4,200 |17.71 45200 74,382 ..
" 2nd 30 X 140 4,200 111.75 4,200 29,350
Totals Hengar & Leanto #1. . 25,200 720,468
1 _' _ . -—
Hapgar #1.
L..C. Contract #1967 for Hangar & Leanto ‘ 141,301.40 d
Wiring-Fixts-Heating-Blumb. N.Y.C. 2028,2054,2058 & 2061 T 29,605.00 q
¥W.H.A. Fire Lines ' . 300.00 || MHansar 3
W.R.A. Paintiing doors ' o 1,680.00 ~
W.B.A. Sprinklers | = ' 17,835.00 ' :
W.B.A. Dreinage _ ‘ 675.00 : g
W.EL.'A. Mono+ﬂ5 300.00 __3n : 1320 E




T |
Hangar 120 X 140 | 16,800 |35.52 | 16,800 596.736
|
Jeanto 1st Fl. 30 X 140 4,200 |17.71 45200 74,382
m__ong n 30 X 140 4,200 131,75 4,200 49,350
Totals Hengar & Leento #1. e 25,200 720,468
] - Henker 40,
++C. Contract #1967 for Hangar & Leanto v ' 141,301.40
t:umg—rim-neatmg—i’lumb. N.Y.C. 2028,2054,2058 & 2061 29,605.00
| ¥.B.A. Fire Lines ; 300.00
W.§.A. Paintling doofs : 1,680.00
R SpriﬁLlera 17,835.00
. W,4.,A. Drainpge X 675.00
' W.H.A. Monorhils . 300.00
. W.H.A., Heatihg System 9,595.00
i Hentar # 1 £201,291,40
|
!
N.Y.C. Drawihg Plen 44,.00
W.P.A. Constructionjof Leanto 83,491.00
W.B.A. Miscelllaneo 1,907.00
¥.B.A. Monorpil _300.00
' Lesnto . $85,742.00
i
Total Cost Hangar & Léanto #1. 287,033.40
i

-

Roof: Composition.
Copper Gutters etc.

<

s/
v
—>
R
Ly
et HaNGAR 4
» b
. g
30 12.0 __E,

-See above Contr. #1967

L=
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, 3
FLOYD BENNETT AIRPOREZT.
BANGAR&GLEANTO#2
For Details of Comstruction see Hangar & Leanto #i. Sheet 2.
| Jdentification = | Dimension. | Ares 1 Hi. Sq.._Ft. Cubic Ft. i Cost _Bemarks
~ Bangar 120 X 140 | 16,800 | 35.52| 16,800 596,736
- Leanto .. 30X.340 | 4,200 "} 17.21 43200 72,282 .1
Total Hangir.& Leento #2 | 21,000 669,018
- - i -
C iy . ;. |Hengar|#2. Y
. N.Y.C. Contract #1967 fori{Hangar & Leanto 141,301.40 o3 'HHNGFIR Lewvto
Wiring-Fixts-Hedting-Plumbing. N{Y.C. 2028,2054,2058 & 2061 29,605.00 || o

W.P.4. [Fire Lines 300.00 3
¥.P.A. [Painting Doors 1,680.00 \
W.P.A. [Sprinklers 17,835.00 120 30 QU
W.P.A. |Drainage . 675.00
W.P.A. Monorails . 300.00
W.P.A. [Heating System 9,595.00
[{Hangar |#2,

Leanto [#2.

N.Y.C. |Drawing Plans | 44,00
W.P.L. |Alteration Construction 36,466300
¥P, A. [Repairs to Roof 441,00 » :
Leanto {#2. ) | $36,951.00 | See above Contr. #1967

* 1




JROPEE S S

- r.—l— --

Leayre

Hrii e g

/

/120 3¢

Hangar |#2.
N.Y.C. Contract {#1967 for Hangar & Leanto 141,301.40
Wiring-Fixts-Hegting-Plunbing. N{Y.C. 2028,205442058 & 2061 |  29,605.00
W.P.A. [Fire Lines 300.00
{W.P.A, Painting Doors 1,680.00
. W.P.A. |Sprinklers 17,835.00
W.P.A, |[Drainage = 675.00
W.P.A. |Monorails . 300.00
W.P.A. [Heating System '9,595.00
IHengar #2, $201,290.40
. Leanto #2. v
_ i |N.X.C. [Draving Plans 44,.00
N . ' |W.P.A. |Alteration Conptruction 36,466.00
. I WP, A. [Repairs to Boof 442,00
{ i . |Leanto#2. - { $36,951.00
| Total Cost Hangdar & Lesnto #2. 242.40

e

N
i

See above Contr. H1967

?
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, (’ . b
E FLOYD BENNETT ATRPORT. '
. HANGCAR & LEANT .

For Details of Construction see Hangar & Lemﬁto #l. Sheet 2.

|. — Identification. .. ..Dimension et .Ar.ea.....l - ‘Ht‘t en. Sqe Fte... .Cubic Ft... .- Cost Remarke —— —————
: [ o |
' ! i t
Hangar . 120X 140 ;16,800 . 35.52. 16,800 . . 596.736
Leanto 30X MO | 4,200 T 17.210 4,200 - 72,282 |
' Total Hangar & Leento #3 ;21,000 . 669,018 .
. . i : H
R ' : P J
N.Y.C. Contract #1967 for Hangar & Leanto . . I -141,301.40 »
! Wiring-Fixts-Heating-Plumbing. N.Y.C. 2028,2054,2058 & 2061 = 29,605.00 L £ANTO /'/IWG-HI? o L
: . ‘ ¥
i W.P.A, Fire Lines . 300.00 N
f W.P.A. Peinting Doors : . 1,680.00 % ,
W.P.A. Sprinklers , . 17,835.00 3
¥.P.A. Drainage 675.00 . 22 /30 E
' W.P.A. Hesting System . 9,595.00
\ : - Fengar #3. £200,990,40 |
_ ; _ : .
¥
Leanto #3.
N.Y.C. Drawing Plans 44,.00
. W,P.A. Repairs to Roof 441200 : .
;‘ ’ Letnto #3. ' $485.00 _ See above Contr. #1967




O

Hengar #3. )
| ‘
N.Y.C. Contract #1967 for Hangar & Leanto 141,301.40
Wiring-Fixts-Heating-Plumbing. N.Y.C. 2026,2054,2058 & 2061 .  29,605.00  |L£ANTO Hrnger o
: °
| 'W.P.A. Fire Lines : 300.00 )
i W.P.A. Peinting Doors ' 1,680.00
¥W.P.A. Sprinklers A o : ; 17,835.00
W.P.A. Drainege g 675.00 kY] 120
" W.P.h. Heating System _ —9,595.00
! Fengar #3, _ _$200,991,40
’ Leanto #3. S
. 1 ! S ! .
¥.1.C. Drawing Plens | L ; 4.00 | .
W.P.A. Repairs: o Roo '; = 441,00 ‘
Lebnto #3 | . $.85.00 . See above Contr. #1967
: , , ;
| | |
Total Cost Hangar & Leanto #3. - . $201,476.40
: . L.
;
i i
: f
t |

AvE

FLATEUSE




FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORLI.
HANG

s i

‘For Details of Construction see Hengar & Leanto #1 Sheet 2.

- —— - = . J T

| tamntseication | Dimemsion | area | Et.| Sq.Ft. __Cublc Ful._Cost _Remerka . . —
Bangar | moxuo | 16800 | 35.52| 16,80 ‘. 596,736
| Leanto ; soxuo | 4200 | 72l 4200 ¢ 72282 ) - L F
" |Tote} Hangar & leanto f4. 21,000 ( 669,018 | /
A ' i A

(7

)
Hye I

Hengor . S Henshg  |tewTo
| | P 3
N.Y.C. Contract} #1967 fox Hangar| x& Leanto t © 141,301.40 3 .
| | wnmg-rms.-qsating-mpbing. §.1.C. 2028 2034,2058,&2061‘ 20,605.00 e .\ R
b | W.P.t. [Pire Lides Z_ 300,00 = Y )
i  W.P.A. [Painting Doors ! .. 1,680.00
W.P.L. [Sprinklers ; . 17,835.00
W.P.2. [Drainegs ! { 675.00
W.P.2. IHeating System !  9,595.00
W.P.A. Alterat on to Hanger : 11,044.00
W.P.h, "_P_a_igtin(z Interior - L 3,5713.00
| Eengerifhe . L . $215,608-40 |
| 1 . .
; Lesnto, 5 | : 3
| N.Y.C.|Drewing Plans i 4400

xS




, I | ) : i =
j ! ! : ! { f
g } l i i } § ;
Bangar 4. | ; 1: NS Huwskz  |tewro
? { l é ) 4
i ! : § | - :
! N.Y.C. Contract| #1967 for Hengar & Leanto . 141,301.40 | R
Wiring-Fixts.-Hpating-Plimbing. §.Y.C. 2028,2054,2058,&2061'  20,605.00 ) l 5
i : o ¢ 12 30
¥.P.4. [Fire Lines ; ; 300.00 Y |
‘W.P.A. Pa:!.ntin? Doors ' [ 1,680.00 | .
. W.P.2. [Sprinklers i i 17,835.00 ;
. | W.P.4. [Drainagé ! 2 675.00 :
W.P.A. [Heating|Systen L 9,595.00 ,
‘W.P.A. |Alteratjon to Hanger { 11,044.00
H.P.2, |Painting Interiop | L _3.573.00 S ; ,
-Bengar \fk. ' . $215,608.40 ' . E
: - f - |
] ) . i
Leanto|#4. . .
N.Y.C.|Drawing! Plans i 44,.00
_W.P.A.!Repairs! to Roof 1 : 441.00 :
Leento!#4. ! : . 85.00 | See above Contr. #1967.
Totel ¢ wmﬁ . $216,093.40
{ 1
; :
] ] N
i : ¢
! |
i ' )
! i
; 8
: |

14



' ' : T oo
ANGA & EAN . . .

' For Details of Con struction see Hanger & Leanto #1. Sheet 2.

e e e it e y — - , \
.. Identification . .. Dimension .. | Area_ .. ... Ht. .4.__34,..3,_;@1)1‘;.3.__1‘__-&31# SRR, -7-5"-0 - S ——
‘Hangar 120 X 140 16,800 - 35.52 | 16,800 | 596,736 |
. . ! |
Leento _ 30X 140 | 4,200 i27.20| 4,200 72,282 _ :
’ | Total Hengar & Iéento #5.1 | 21,000 _ . 669,018 | _ .
. : i . . .
|
H it |
, . : . g
- .. | [Hengaxr #4. | ' 1 - g;
. . .N.Y.C. Contract #1967 for Hangar & Leanto . ~ | 141,301.40 Lesnrol HﬁWGﬁR - .
, !:Lring—Fixts,-Hea‘t.ing—Plumbliﬂg. N.¥.C. 2028,2054,2058 & 2061 |  29,605.00 _ ¥ .
W.P.}. Fire Lines ‘ : | 300.00 . ) §
i
W.P.{. Painting Doors : 1,680.00 E’
¥.P.). Sprinklers . 17,835.00 1 3o _1Zo NI
W.P.). Drainage 675.00 3y
W.P.A. Heating System _ L 2,831,00 L
Hangar #5. : : i $194,227.40 i |
! ? o |
.
; !
Leanto #5. l
‘ : : |
i : !
N.!.&J;. Drawing Plans , ‘ 44..00 L
f ) o
W.P.4, Repairs to Roof 44100 , :
_Leanto #5, : $485,00 . .See above Contr. #1967
(o) ] I O an to #50 . Mcw
| ; '




7.
FLOYD BENNETT FIELD.
HANGAR & LEANTO#G6,
For Details of Construction see Hangar & Leanto #l. Sheet Z.
- JIdentification Dimension Ares Ht —Sqe-Ft. Cublc Pt Cost. Remarks : - .
langar 120 X 140 16,800 |35.52 . 16,800 . 596,736 i
eanto . 30X U0 4200 137,210 | 4,200, . 72,282
‘ Total & Lleanto #6. | 21,000 . . 669,018
N | |
C o . Bangar #6. ' - -y
N.Y.C. Contract #1967 for |Hangar |& Leanto . . 141,301.40 ZH
Wiring-Fixts-Heating-Plunbing. N.Y.C. 2028,2054,2058 & 2061 29,605.00 ‘ o HAENZHK i'lmﬂro
' i I N
W.P.t. Fire lines ;_ 300.00 ||~ d
¥W.P.2. Painting Doorsg ) E 1,680.00 ! Y '
W.P.j. Sprinklers L 17,835.00 | | 3
W.P.A. Drainage . . 675.00 . 120 a9 k:
M._e_!iw_tyﬁmnr 2,831.00
Han@_qié- : ' £194,227,40
I '
’ Leanto #6. ' . , ' ‘
, ! . _
! i ' o '
N.Y.C. Drawing Plens . . 44.00 .

W.P.h. Repairs to Roof : 44100 :

=



e e ety

| L pe———
\ B_fs_n.ge_r_#é; o
| f _ . . b:" i
N.Y.C. Contract #1967 for Hanga:c & Leanto 141,301.40 ; b ;
wirmg-rixts-neating-numpmg. ‘N.Y.C. 2028,2054,2058 & 2061 29,605.00 |, FENGHT  ilswie j
+ f
W.P.p. Fire lines : ,i ;’ . 300.00 ;}|~
{ . ' l t
W.P.A. Paintidg Doors ; 1,680.00 | Y
| S ! %
W.P.A. Sprilﬂdf ers .. | 17 835.00 N
r - i ’ / 30 3
W.P.A. Drainage .. B 675.00 ; L 29 - N
: 2,831.00
¢
i )
NI.L. m-amj Plms| . | . 44.00 : ‘ .
W.P.A. Repaird to Roof . . { 441,00 o :
Leanm}é. S . $485,00 | See Above Tontr. §1967
A L L :
Tote: M_mm_xfenm #6. _ $194,712.20 |
i ' ]
o | |
| ;
. i ;
i :
! : s
1
' 2



‘ . 8.
FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT, ) ’
HANGAR& LEANTO#7. '
For Deteils of Comstruction see Hengar & Leanto #l. Sheet 2.
4 T I T
—Jdentification == Dimension | Area . Ht. . Sq. Ft.- | Cublc.Fte———  Cost— Remarks-
. . ’ .
. Hengar 120 X 140 {16,800 . | 35.52| 16,800 596,736
. . . %
Leanto 30 X 140 | 4,200 . { 17.2L] 4,200 72,282 .
Dispatch Off. 10 X 15.38 | 154 | 13.29 154 2,047 .
. _venxsar |l osg |13.29 50 665
; ‘ Total) Hangar & beanto #7 21,204 671,730 .
{ : .
- R
. N
HangaJ #7.
: Lemnro|  HENGHA ¢
!
N.Y.C. Contract #1967 fqr Hangar & Leanto . 141,301.40 =
Wiring—Fixts—HT ating-m%nbing N.Y.C. 2028,2054,2058 & 2061i 29,605.00 | l]
X W.P{A. Fire Lines ' 300.00 | g
W.P{A. Painting Doorg ‘ 1,680.00 . |__3¢ 120 e
W.P{A. Sprinklers | 17,835.00 = L’:]
W.P4A: Dreinage 675.00 | -
w.PJA. Heating System 2,831.00 '
¥Wi.P.A. Finished Floorg ' 2,123,00 .
Hangsx! #7. ; i 8196,350.40 :
: . ISP,
L : Ea;gg‘ HiNé AR
: . a . o #q
t i ! ' ; ‘
Lean‘bO' #2 . { f X

R

L .




3 ' ; l SN
{x . Henpad #7. : , |
- ) ; i Lewn™o Hrrte s 5 'I i
N.Y.C. Contracl #1967 for Hangar & Leanto ‘ | L3000 ~ l ‘
wumg-mxts-a?ating-ni;bmg N.Y.C. 2028,2054,2058 & 2061,  29,605.00 :
. W.P{A., Fire nines l o ' 300,00 N
\, M.PJa. Painting Doorr o | 1,680.00 30 120
‘ l.Pm.-__‘Sprinli i - 17,835.00
W.PJA. Drainege ; ‘ : 675.00 —
- W.PJA. Heating 'Sy:steg ) , 2,831.00
B.PJs. Finished Floors 2,123.00
, an ﬂo i 5 - 6 ; e .
. ) Hane
“.
N.1)X. Drawing Plans —_— 44,400 S
W.PJA. Repairs to Rot,)t 441,00
wcP-A. Repairg 241000 S
W.P.WA, Alteration P : 9,977.00
, _ !
Leanto| #7. _ ! $10,703.00 | See above Contr. #1967
| | | :
a | s :
Tota\ll Cost Hengar & Leanto #7. : ; $207,053.40
o | |
; f | i
::!
1 .
¢ "
! | |
- é !
|




|
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!

FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT.
HANGAR & LEANTO#S,

- '
ot ————y -

For Details of Construction see Hangar & Leanto #l. Sheet 2.
. Identification . Dimension ._.{ .Area..| . Ht.!. . Sq. Ft.. 1' .Cubuc Ft. Cost
.. ! .
Hengar 120 X 140 16,800 | 35.52 . 16,800 ¢ 596,736
N ! ' !
Leanto _30 X 140 4,200 117,20 ¢ 4,200 72,282
_Total Fangar & Leanto #3 | 21,000, i 69,018
: §
)
Hangar 8. !
i
N.Y.C. Contract #1967 for Hangar & Leanto ; ¥ . 141,301.40
Wh‘-ing-Fixts-Heating-Plumbmg r .Y.C. 2078 »2054,2058 & 2061 i 29,605.00
W.P.A. Fire Lines . 300.00
|  W.P.A. Peinting Doors | : . 1,6%0.00
W.P.A, Sprinklers - : 17,835.00
j ¥.P.A. Drainage : ; , 675.00
; W.P.A. Heating System , : , 2,831.00
% W.P.A. Finished Floors | ; 2,123.00
W.P.A. Monorail : . 1,702.00
. ___Hangar #8 - $198,052,40
{ . .
; -: | 1
= ,
: , Leanto #8, :
; : | '
A 5-;

e

Remarks

7

9.

740

HANGFR

LegiTo

.27, 07757, A . /) > I
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P e St 4 e i < 5 o=

. Wiring-Fixts-Heating-Plumbing N.Y.C. 203

it

)
Hangar #8. l .
N.Y.C. Contract #1967 for Hangar & Leanto o P 141,301.40
8,2054,2058 & 2061 | . 29,605.00

V.P.A. Fire Lines ' : ; 300.00

W.P.A. Paintingz Doors _ | { 1,680.00 ;

‘W.P.A. Sprinklers | ! 17,835.00 |

W.P.A. Drainage . . ; 675.00 |

W.P.A. Heating Eystem | | 2,831.00 !

W.P.A., Finished| Floors 2,123.00 |

N.P.A, Monorail: ! 1,702.00 |

: _Hangar 8 8,052.40
- . . . . R N
. | Leanto ¥8. ! .

N.Y.C. Drawing Plans 44,.00
W.P.A. Repairs: to Roof ; 441,00
W.P.A. Repairs’ 5 ) 241.00

; : i
Leanto #8, ! ;
] |
i‘ B
i ' !
w&n&r_u&g’rjp #8, . £198,778
A . ;
|
! ;
: i

|

i
o TTENGFE |Lemire
<
= !
|
120 ' 30

£726,00 ! See above Contr. #1967

Ahe




y ) . : 10.
FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT. »
MACHINE SHEQP BETWEEN NG S 2.
¥alls:)2" Face Brick & Cest Stone. Framing: steel. Floors: Reinf. Concrete. Piles: 20 pieces, 14"X35~0", driven to 40'-0" depth
Sash. Steel. Roof: Composition. Copper Gutters, etc.

- J— R e S s e B I __..-4’.. e i T SN I S
) . i X :
iL.-_l'Cleni‘.i.fica.t,:l.r:n.<.........Jii.uxens:l.on_... —Area . .— .. Bbef oo Sq.-ft. .| .Cubic.Fbt.- ——Cost. - .. i ‘Bemerks . . .. .. .. . ...
i ) . : ) ;
.‘Lst Floor o - : | & |
Mach. Shop & . . : : ! v / |
Dormitory . 50 X 43.25 | 2,163 .| 30.94, 2,163 66,923 , i
" . . 50 X 40 12,000 | 30.9] 2,000 . 61,880 _ oar
" | 50 X 66.75 | 3,338 | 19.5 | 3,338 65,091 o g
Mezzanine . .« 50 X 43.25 | 2,163 . i 2,163 Area only ‘ | Q . -
o n 50 X 40 2,000 L 2,000 S , A ' .?
zgg;t_ l{achine §Q op-Between Hapgars 1 & 2. 11,664 . - 193,894 : Honges | MuckINE o Hetigs® :
L _ _ #y SHop Y #2 i
- s
| ; ! 3
: . : 9 ;
: | g
! ’ G S50 o L
D | !
| z i f
W.P.A. Project #65-97-1661 Job 14 , $151,525.00 | Total Cost Mac:.ine Shop i
; i g { _ ) ' . DBetween Hangers 1 & 2. ]
: ! ' : ! ,
E g : | I |
[ \ . i-
1 ‘ g
l | o . § ‘
i : ! : ;
= ’ |
. : ]
. i i ) |

)

. T ’ . A : E

---------l’-------;-
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ll.
FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT.
BOILER ROOM & MACHINE SHOP B WEEN HANGARS 3 & 4.
For Details of Construction see Machine Shop Between Hangars 1 & 2. Sheet 10.
—Identification ____ Dimension | Ares | Ht. ] _ Sq. Ft._| Cubic Et‘.{..m__»Cosj;._.......wT;.___._..--_B.emaarka.,_.,._. R
.. Boiler Room 50 X 40.83 | 2,042 | 24.5 2,042. 50,029
Smoke Steck | 6.71 X 6.71 45 | 25.5 Cube only 1,148 ;
. Machine Shop 50 X 99.17 4,959 | 23.25 45959. 115,297 u i
: : . Barer ¥ N '
P o . . . . . . . N Rocrwi & § o
" 1 0.] 1.5! _Cube 1 , ~
. Boof . 50X19 . 950, 5! G .gnl,v o L425 pisns wsme | !
: . A . . . S 3 . ¢ {
" Mezzanine 50 X 19.5 a75 975 Area only : . ; M CHINE :
Totals Mechine Shop etc. Between Hangers 3 & 4. : 7,976 167,899 . SHOP
ﬁ : ! - ' 3 3
. . . : 3
. ‘ C ? ) NI
o | S ANEE
f. a i L
{ o ; |
i ' H : !
. i ! ._ S
Boiler Room W.B.A. Project 234 F. Jab 35 CoL . , 90,706.00 _ i
Mechine Shop W.P.A, Profect 234 F, Job 39 ; i - . 84,878.00

$175,584.00 Total Cost of Boiler Room &
Machine Shop Between Hangars
3&4.




ey

12,
FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT.
MACHINE SHOP BETWEE GARS & 6.
For Details of Construction see Machine Shop Between Hangars 1 & &. Sheet 10
— - . .[,.._.. - - — e ——— - v m—— m———aaaa el .
Identification .. __ .Dimensinn.___,‘__Arﬁa‘_f*Htg_L__'.'Sq. Fh.__ | Cuble Flo . Cost - - |- - Remarks—- -— oo
‘{Machine Shop 50 X 140 7,000 | 23.5 | 7,000. | 164,500
i ! . .
. 1 ' ' .
® - _Roof - QX 20,5 1 1,025 2:25 . Cube only 2,306 l
tal .Shop Between Hangars 5 & 6 | 7,000 166,806 o SV
g . -~ . . Lo . . - ‘ \ - ’
o SRR ' C T I T o Hanlesre - Hawenn ]
i : ' . ! ”#58 o Mrcsins 4
: SHor g
- ~
L P o : £o e
W.P. Project #65-97-1661, Job 29, ' $69,733.00 | Total Cost Machine Shop
% . , ! , : Between Hangars 5 & 6.
; . N . .
)
: 1
i i
! i
] : : ,
2
. . ) B t -

B
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13.

v FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT,
. - . MACHINE SHOP BETYW N H RS & 8,
‘For Details of Construction see Machine Shop Between Hangars 1 & 2. Sheet 10
e i S DA T T T e e ..
——Identification -Dinensiox.L . Afnh ‘Ht._l_..—-Sq. Fte— -+ Cuble-Ft. .. ... .Cost . — --Remarks--- - e
st Floor 50X 41 2,050 |29.25 2,050. 59,963 . : s
o R e
L 5099 | 4,95 |26.5 4,95 (131,175 |
| Mezzanine . sox4 2,050. 2,050. Area only : %
Smoke Stack 6.56 X 6.56 43 _116.08 | Cube onl: 1 ' -
moke Stack 5 5 1 ._Cube only ‘ 69 Hinens | Hiasne
Fotals Machine Shop between Hengers 7 & 8 9,050, 191,829 | & /ﬂgc:mz #g
SHop
b
] 3
5 ! o N
3 Q
‘W.P.d, Prolect #65-97-1661 _ Job #3 ' aul : $26,817.00 Total €ost Machine Shop
Il 1 . .
; [ . . ‘ Between Hangars 7 & 8.
: !
] !
: i




‘ !
: 1,
FELOYD BENNETT AITRPORT
PASSENGER TUNNEL
Floor: Reinf. Concr. Linoleum Cov. Walls & Roof: Reinf. Concr. Walls; Tile Finish.
| _Ydentification __-Dimension_ | _ Area . Ht. Sq.Ft. | Cubic Ft. Cost Bemarks . . _ .___
. ) . : / '
Main Tunnel 124.83X 12 | 1,498 . 10 1,498 14,980 ° o
; . > -
Cross 200X 30 12,400 ' 30 | 2,400 . 24,000
Totals Pagsenger Tunnel =~ f 3,808 . 38,980 _ ! T
- 1 f§<5 -
- - ' o 1440 w3 3
. Ny |3
SRR N . . ~ - g -
;_ﬂl e o e e I - ' S
. . | %
! : g
. ! ! : _ “‘[:‘
N.P.A, 65—22—16%1, Job 26! l M Total Cost of Passenger l
' ! I, : | Tunnel.
| 4 l
| !
. i
g i
: P .
o o ~
i “ i
| i |
: | !
; l ‘ : g
| | !
?
L . . . ﬁ -3
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FLOI BENNETT AIRPOTT . 15.
FIELD HQUSE
¥alls; Brick & Art. Stone. Interior Finish: Plaster, Tile Floor.
Footings: Reinf. Concr. 4" Floor Slabs. Sash etc: Steel.

Roof': Composition. Concession Stand & 2 Lavatories.

. —Identification. __.. .Dimension . .~} _Area._.' . Ht. .-.8q. Ft.. | .. Cubic Ft.. Cost .. . . Remarks ___T
feller 27.48X27.12 | W5 . 85 US| 6,333 i T o
' ' . o i [ Romin |

62 | 9.5 Cube only | 732 | s o
Pil Tank Encl. 7.25 X 10. . i 9 : ,
i . H >
‘ | S L - R
1st Floor 26.67 X 25 . 667 . > 667 8,004 '
. . . b - . \ . N - ‘ L N
. C .. 6x2667 | .160.} 22 | . 160. 1,920 o ptmrery
3 . : . FIELL
‘ S R ‘ : : N Houce
. . 26.61X6 L1600 | 12 160 . 1,920 : ib% ,
, = LAVATGRY o
. ! | : . 3
Smoke Stack 3.08 X 3.67 1 5.5 ! Cube omly 6L : ; 3
Totals Pield House. | 1,732 . 18,970 : g
| i , o ; ; i N
' ; > i Y <
} ‘ i ThaneARsFGHL -8
. / . | .
I | |
L | |
: 1' | i
! . ) - :
. ‘ ' W.P.A. 65-9’2-1661. Job. 55 : . : . $60,261.00 . Total Cost of Field House.

i | -

{ 1 s |

| o
X ' }

i - i
| ;
f i , i
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16.
FLOYD BENNETT FIELD
DOPE HOQUSE
Mallg: Brick & Art. Stone. amings Steel. Sash: Steel.
Doors: Overhead Rollingy ﬂm._ Reinf. Concr. Foatings: Reinf. Concr.
T - - — - . s 1. N . . . . ‘ .
l-- _,Igenﬂ.fication . Dimanaion__..._mcea.___._.ﬂt. 2o .Sq.. Ft.__. Cubic. j‘t..,L_ -Cost. — - | - - -Remarks-- - - - - - o]
' .
[18% Floor 135.5 X 5217 : T,060 2175 . 7,06 . 153,750
i . : .o . - . uy
! H ) RS
Roof 195X 118 | 2,301. 3.25 . Cube only . 7,478 X
; , K _ ' i ) ) : :
Mezzanine 15.33 X 49,33 | 756 n 756 Ares only | , o
. $ . i
Mouse _ - 7,25 161,229 . : w  Dore ;
b - 1 . - ' W HousE o
!- ! | 1356 =
| R
| : 5 - N ‘7 |
, . Lemiro, Hm/eﬁﬁ '75”,,” Hﬂﬂ&ﬁk Lears,
x ; = 1
! : i .
! i i
! B.P,A, 65-97-1661. Job #56 : |_$116,556.00 : Total Cost of Dope House
; | .

‘ | B ' B | = ; =
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FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT

SPRINKLER PUHMNP HOUSE

Walls: Brick & artificial Stone. Roof: Copper on reinf. Concr. Slab.
Floor: 1'-0" thick reinforced Concrete

4 Tdentification .. Dimension....__Area. ! . Ht. l . .Sq. Ft.. l . Cubic Ft..]... . Cost ... | ... ___ Remarks
. ’ , :
~1st Floor 30X22 |, 660 | 105, 660 6,930 '
Slopeid Roof . 30%X22 | 660 ! 2.02 Cubeonly i _ 1,39
' , Total Sprinkler: Pump House 660 ‘l 8,329 | -
) ! ~ /54//4,0
~ HousE .
- i ! g §
~ ] ‘ N ‘ m
1
- i
, ‘ : ; o { Hawsar | Leawro
. RN .
: ; | #, i
' , 8
! ! H . t L’\ . '
| o | | @
 W.P.A. Project 65-97-1661. Job : | _$69,376.00 Total Cost of Sprinkler
i o _ : Pump House ‘




FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT

2 FLOOD LIGET TOWERS

4" reinf. Concr. Slab.

Kalls: Brick. Partitions: T. C. Blocks. Sash: Steel. Wire Glass.
Cest stone sills & coping.

— . e e e
Indentification Dimension Area Ht, ~8qe Fho_ | _Cubic Ft.i. . Cost._. ___ |}
North' ,
1st Floor C14.17 X 14,17 | - 201. |318:3 201 3,618
| Loft UL, | . 196. |10.5 196 2,058
7 ]
South _ . | B
1st Floor 14,17 X 14,17 | . 201 (18 201 . 3,618
|
. . - - .’. - . N
Loft 14 X214 196 110.5 3 196 2,058
~ Total 2 Flood Light Towers | ™ 11,352 ;
. ' |
| .‘
; i |
x i } !
0 |
| N.Y.C. Gontract 2031 i $27,252.37 |
- &

147 —
SFLocI sk
~ Trutw

18.

7
FaerLLrg e

ToweR

Avr

Ao
8eoe

FLHTBUSY

Total Cost of 2 Flood

.1ight towers.

=
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FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT
2 RANSFORMER QUSES
Jjonstruction same as Flood Light Towers Sheet 18
e e e e e e S o= e s e S ———— = g e e e = - . - .
—_Jdentification ~ Dimension  ___Area . _Hbt.} .v-._.Sq._Ei'...*-j - Cubic Fi... l,-._._Cast .,._-Tﬁ_w_......,...pgmks
South East - _ |
Vault 12 X 10 120 9 120 1,080 1 N.Y.C. #2028 A.
forth East E
Veult 231 308 . 10.650 . 308 3,280 | W.P.A. Job 4l.
: . . i
. Totgl 2 Trensf. Houses . - 428 44360 — <
- ‘ ~ TRANSFORMER
N : o : Houses W
g L i ] -\
. i | i 2 R T
. ': |
: ~ —
. * - 3 ‘ /
NOTES: : , | ; '
_ : . ; ‘ ' AomiN
- i . : i 8[_06. *
South East Vault cost .distribu‘qed in Wir;’mg etc. cost for 8 B.Tngars . )
" Notth East Veult by W.P.A._Total Cost * | $14,694.00
. —.—-—Li " : U/nlvmes “'Ha l
| 3
i 3
: Q
: N
: <
. 5 ~
= ! : W
; : i
: : ’ AL | e—
; ! ¥ “TRPNSFORMER
: Housé




FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT

GASOLINE PUMP HOUSINGS & TANKS
L LSO SEWER PUMP WELL

Construction same as 2 Flood Light Towers. .  Sheet 18
| .. Identification. . ... —. Dimension. . Are.e.,-,i._ﬂt.._l e 5Qe Ebe -L _Cubic Ft.! . Cost : | Remarks..._ . s
Gasoline . . x 3 ! ; ) ‘ '
| Storage notth : i i E ) !
of Hangar 8. 618 48 12 48 | 576 ) ,
o z | ).
" Tank -Encl. _ : i S . 2 Tenks &t 4,500 gals. ea.
Underground 17.17 X 25.04| . 380 7 i Cube only | 2,660 % ;i 2 ® m10,000 * "
n n © 18.13 X 29.73| .539 . | 10.06 o 5,422 ) |
' t
Gas Pump : .
House near . ‘ ; ' - 3
Henger 6 : 7.83X9.83 , 77 8.5 ; 7 : 655 | 4 Tanks &t 5,000 gals. ea. .
- : . : ; |
Underground . 29%27.5 . 798 | 7.5 Cubeomly | 5,985 | ).
Pump Well
|south - 22.5 X 28.5 641 (17.5: 6l 11,218 N.Y.C. #2028 A.
\ ? : o
" 205 X 28,6 641 | 5 Cube only 3,205 .
Totels , ; 766 29,721 ~
: f e y
NOTE: ' / X
= Do f / AOMIN
Pump Well Cost included in cost of 8 Hangers. . . 8L0¢

e

&



a-—-—.-.—‘;‘

frivisisdpy
Gas Pump oo ,
House near : : .
Henger 6 7.83X9.83 7 8.5 : Vid 655 | ; 4 Tanks st 5,000 gals. ea.
- )
Underground 29X27.5 . 1798 7.5 Cube only 5,985 i )
. , i i
Pump Well o ; . : v .
“Isoutn 22.5 X 28.5 . 61 |17.5 1 e { n,28 | N.Y.C. #2028 A.
. | 22,5 X 28.5 . 6 5 | Cubeonly . 3,205 . :
R ! 1 i ! )
Totels ! : 766 L .29,721 ¢ i
i « . :
| | o : — &
NOTE: P i : y : ' N v
. . i . )
Pump Well Cost included in cost df 8 nangarf. i . . : ae
N.Y.C. Contract : , . § 28359
W.P.A. : : . : __$31,368.00 . —
Total Cost of Gaa Storage ) . $31,651.59
! o :
f o
=AKBE
GAsoLIN & ' it
Pump Houtsg :
| —
: 3 //l#r/fﬂk

o




i 2.
? FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT

RUNWAYLS
Construction: - 9" reinforced Concrete on sand. No piles.

e e e _ e et DeE I Nt B . : R |
..._._Iden.tifica.tinn...__..himension_ Ht. ...._.._.....Sq. Ft ! Cubic-EL —ed e e RO BBAL K G - — —— e
North-South ! 1,294,900 |
. ! !

N. E. 8. W. 1,287,866 | !
'N. W. Blind Landing i : _ 2L 2,582,766 . |
' : S 1,291,383 : )
N. W. S. E. Parallet to Apron ' . . 348,200 . - :
Apron . ' : [ . 799,600 ..
Taxi Strips { 127,200 . ‘ '
i _
! | y §
Total . 2,566,383 sq.ft. }
2,566,383 sq.ft. div. by o" - 285,1537/3 sq. yds. :
] |
N.Y.C. #1935 | 83,789.98
N.Y.C. Contract #1963 - 107,554.94
Texi Strips * " #2048 . 22,L70.47
'W.P.A. Widening Taxi Strips : 20,056.00
. " Widening N.-S. Punway ; 95,742.00
Totel Runways . : T .__$329,613.39

‘ | | | . = |
EreiN e
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22,
FLOYD BENNETT AIRPOR T

———— S

SELPLANE RAMP & PIER

Construction: All creosoted Lumber, Various Sizes. _Piles: Verious Sizes

N |
Hamp 50 X 220 11,000 sq. ft. Deckixlﬁg
Pier 30 X 230 6,900 sq. ft. Deck:uf?g
. | | ;
H t .
Ramp to Pier 580 X 10 3 5,800 sq. ft. Decking
l N N
i \
| N
L]
3 |
]
L : ! ; ,
: Seeplene Hangers. N. Y. C. . ; i . 9,499.60
Seaplene Base N. Y. C.  #1999: P ) 175,423.35 3
) 5
3 A ' 1,903.76 ]
Repeirs to Sheet Filing #2065 . ‘ »903. e E§
W.P.2. Seeplene Ramp etc. ; . 11,655.00 - /gmyg
V.P.A. Shelter : ;F, - _ 289,00 ‘ SR
Total Cost Ramn, Pier Ftc, S : 5198,770. 71,




23.
§ FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT
GRADING & LANDSCAPING, ETCo

Subsoil 4" - Tovsoil 3". Topsoil treated, fertilized & sceded.

e e e e a2 2 n e et et t3 o i i T i 8 R £ ewSl e [ el SACSAmr i mme C o S e

' i :
Filling & Greding N. Y. C. #1917 ! 685,041.19 |
Top Soil Treatment #1941 , ; 773,515.41
Top Soil #1979 '; 172,827.93 |
Rerolling Taxi Strips #2090 | ' ‘ 416,46 !
hdd. Fertilizing etc. . #1941 - | 6,88.60
| add. Top Soil #1979 ; ‘ | 6,488.60 |
Speed Cause . § i ; 47.29 % -
Screen Fencing . #1978 ' ( | § 10,615.90
Fnclosure for parking Autos #1997 ) | 19,947.20.
Fencing . #2038 i ' i 52,480.59 .
Rerovable Fencing #2053 . ! . 2 3,700.05
'Building Fence ' © o 2,563.11 \
%.P.A. Field Greding & Seeding ; . 511,093.00
W.P.A. North Parking Area : ;  113,407.00
{W.P.A, Drainage , : S 212,697.00
!W.P.A. Grading Fest of Hengars . ' . 7,320.00
'W.2.5. Roed on Nobth & East Boundery : 15,702.00
‘W.P.A. Covering Sand Areas . . 38,136.00
W.P.p. Landsceping Adm. Bldg. - ' . '158,101.00
W.P.t. n  Field House B 5,619.00
%.FP.A. Storn Manholes . 4,082.00
W.P.t. Rebuilding Terraces Amd. Bldg. : 12,056.00
TOTAL Cost Creding & Landsceping - o $2,812,254.33

-
e

~ .
N . 7
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FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT
BULKHEADS ‘

- | ! .

North Side 3551 P |
South Side 650" : I
East Side - 875! -
Total Lineal Feet 1,880 i -

Corrugated Sheet Piling = 221 - 1" length

AVE

Depth.sunk into sand veries. . _ ) i

‘Cost mei'ged with Contract 1999, Seaplene Ramp & Pier. Sheet 22,

X
i Vy
~ ~
| :
: 3
H ~
i W
!
1]
i Aomiv

BLye

.




25.

FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT
RECAPITULATION & TOTALS

| IDENTIFIGATION oo L.l TomaL sREA | TOTAL CUBE! TOTAL COST | REMARKS

L. Administretion Building \ v . 39,010 469,657 - 392,008.00 :

2. Hangar & Leanto #1. : 25,200 720,468 . 287,033.40

3. Henger & Leanto #2. , | 21,000 . 669,018 .  238,242.40

14. Henger & Leanto #3. ! ! 21,000 669,018 .  201,476.40

5. Henger & Leanto #4. ' 1 21,000 669,018 . 216,093.40

6. Henger & Leanto #5 . ; 21,000 . 669,018 ;  194,732.40

7. Bangar & Leanto #6 , ; 21,000 . 669,018 i 194,712.40

8. Hangar & Leanto #7. ; 21,204, . 671,730 .  207,053.40 -

9. Henger & Leanto #8. L. 21,000 | 669,018 .  198,778.40

10 Machine Shop betw. Hangars 1 & 2 B 11,664 . 193,89 .- 151,525.00

11 Boiler Rm. & Mach. Shop betw. H. 3 & 4 ; 7,976 167,899 . 175,584.00

12 Machine Shop betw. Hengars 5& 6 . 7,000 166,806 69,733.00

13 Machine Shop betw. Hangars 7 & 8 } o 9,050 191,829 26,817.00

1, Passenger Tunnel ; _ 3,898 338,980 83,270.00 .
15 Field House o 1,732 18,970 60,261.00
116 Dope House . 7,825 161,229 116,556.00

17 Sprinkler Pump House z : 660 8,329 69,376.00

18 2 Flood Light Towers : : 794 11,352 27,252.37

19 2 Fransformer Houses o ' 428 4,360 14,694.00

20 Gasoline Pump Housings & Temks . - ' 766 29,721 31,651.59

21 Runweys - See Sheet 21 - 329,613.39

° 22 Seaplane Ramp & Pier : See Sheet 22 3 '198,770.71
23 Grading & Landscering : See Sheet 23 . 2,812,254.323
24 Bulkheads , B - See Sheet 24 " Cost inct. on Sheet 22

General Charges & Misc. Items N.Y.C. 166,77L.09

. " B
. ’ -
N N N N I B BN N e l’l! N B IE S B I e ‘ll‘ll L
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{10 Mechine Shop betw. Hangars 1 & 2 . : 11,664 193,894 151,525.00 —
{11 Boiler Rm. & Msch. Shop betw. H. 3 & 4 7,976 167,899 175,584.00
112 Machine Shop betw. Hengars 5& 6 . ) 7,000 1€6,806 69,733.00
13 Yechine Shop betw. Hangars 7 & 8 : 9,050 191,829 26,817.00
1, Passenger Tunnel v ', . 3,898 38,980 83,270.00
15 Field House ; _ 1,732 18,970 60,261.00
i16 Dope House , 7,825 161,229 116,556.00
117 Sprinkler Pump House 660 8,329 f 69,376.00
18 2 Flood Light Towers ' 79 11,352 27,252.37
'-i19 2 Frensformer Houses ‘ @ o 48 4,360 14,694.00
’20 Gasoline Pump Housings & Tenks : 766 29,721 31,651.59
21 Runways .. . See Sheet 21 329,613.39
22 Seaplane Remp & Pler . ; " . BSee Sheet 22 198,770.71
P3 Grading & Landsceping i . See Sheet 23 . 2,812,254.33
h& Bulkheads ' i . See Sheet 24 Cost inct. on Shesﬁ 22
{  General Charges & Misc. Items i N.Y.C. } , 166,71.09 .
% . " " " L WPA. A 100,807.00
i Total Area of 81l enclosed Bldgs. | 285,653
| Totel Cube of all enclosed Bldgs. 7,055,231 ,
Totel Cost of &ll Imnrovements. $7,266,508.79

Total Area of entire Airport
!
inel, all Buildings,Runways, ;
etc. vs & Piers not ineld, .16 191 sq. ft.




4 .

1.
2.

.4.
5.
6.

Hengar, Offices & Barracks.
Garage.
Runways.

Seaplane Ramp.
Bulkheead.

Recaituletion & Totals.

FLOYD BENNETT AIRPORT

€0AST GUARD STATION

BROOKLYN N. Y. C.

INDEX

S

w



: Cof T GUARD STATION
i HANGAR-OFFICES-BARRACKS
Wells: Reinf. Concr. Rubbed Finish. Piles: 580 pieces. 30' X 14"
Sash: Metal Doors etc: Wood Roof: Compositibn. Foundation: Reinf. Coner.
__ Identification Dimemsion_,T brea.__ | Ht. | ___Sq. Ft
! . ' |
1st Floor 161.17 X 182 129,333 |11.08! 29,333 l 325,010 |
: : i ' i 1 :
- R 1
2nd Floor 182X 40 | 7,280 12,5 ; 7,280 91,000 |
| ' : : ’.
l : ‘ : 1 i ' o
'Hangar Roof 121,17 X 121.67:14,743 | 23.5 ‘ Cube only | 346,461 .
iSmoke Stack : . 8%6 48 |25 ‘ " 1,200 |
i | %
;. ’ |
___TOTALS | 36,613 | 763,671 .
: %.P.A. 12" & 8" Water Supply
i No other costs availzsble
: i,

$25 ,153..00

PO R

e o e —— o o P |
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l. ”-
- Remarks
. x/
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ey

CONSTRUCTION:  Same as Hangar Bldg. no Piles.

... Identificetion ... ___ Dimension ----

COAST GUARD STATION

Cmeie e et e eham o —————

GERAGE

@ mm e aga g e s m o e s e e s

..A.neaw:{ JHt. ,‘.. .-fq. Ft. .. 5. Cubic Ft.. |-
~ : 4
Garage 68 X 31.33 | 2,130 14.08| 2,130 29,99 |
. _TOTALS 2,130 29,99
» i
No c;)sts aveilable l
i
|
s | f
; | <
[} 5 i
.

Lost-

Remerks

Vs
CoAsT
GURRD

é
Ga,®
'?'96: El

2.
i 'I

|

J

|

|

=

3
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]

~
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Prasansy
3.
COAST GUARD STATIOQON
RUNWAYS
' - Construction: Same as Runways on Floyd Bennett Adrport
-IDENTIFICATION . .. . SIZE ... ... _,._-..-l- .n-ssqﬂ"_}!.BE-!T. T T, f _.-_.m‘[ —— e
~ Apron | 112 X 125 14,000 Area only 14,000 : , ; -
Taxi Fay 750 X 40 30,000 ® " 30,000 h
Calibrating . : . . o N
. : . ‘CRLIBRATING
Circle 100 X 80 8,000 ® 2 8,000 o : CIRCLE
TOTAL ; 52,000 Sq.Ft. : . [ 1 .
' - L TRy way |
APRaW
us. U .
ts ConsT GUARD RN
Costs not avuzilable Q
3
S !
N
?




{
! COAST GUARD STATION
'sEAPLANE RAMNP
Construction: Creosoted Piles & Lumber. Various Sizes. -
- , |
SIZE AREA R
| | 'f
Ramp 260.08 X 50 18.004 i
’ TOTAL . 18.004 sa.ft. ; .
L i :
. |
Costs not aveillahle
| i i :
i : ;
. i
i |
: |
i

-2
R

4e
-y
3
X
3
R
S
Q
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COAST GUARD STATION
‘ BULKHEAD

Description: see .below

v b —
.

'

, Corrugated Sheel Piling 150 Lineal Feet. 221.1" Leagth’

. Concrete ¥all ' : oo " 81-6" Depth. 18" Cap.li" Base.

-

! Reinf. Steel Coner. Wall Piles 135 n iﬁ'—Length X 8% aq. 18" Cap.
: £ )

E : TOTAL 685 Lineel Feet

,

Costs not available

i

A

BUSH




Page 89

Page 101

Page 104

Page 109

Pages 110,
111

Page 111

Contract awarded to General Electric for construction of
airport landing equipment, 1931.

Contract awarded to Longacre Engineering Company' for
Administration Building, late 1930.

Contract awarded to M. D. Lundin Company for wood screen
fencing, 1929.

Contract awarded to Fleming and Sheppard Company, Inc. for

parking area, 1929 to 1932.

Contract awarded to Charles F. Vachris, Inc. for seaplane
base, 1929 to 1932.

Contract awarded to Rosoff Brothers, Inc. for sewer disposal
plant and transformer vault, 1929 to 1932.

Contract awarded to J.  P. Morrissey, Inc. for electric
wiring, 1929 to 1932.

Contract awarded to Jacob E. Brown, Inc. for oil-fired
system heating system, hot water supply, and fuel oil supply
system, 1929 to 1932.

Contract awarded to Sperry Gyroscope Company for
furnishing and installing landing area floodlight system, 1929
to 1932.

Contract awarded to General Electric for furnishing and
installing landing equipment, 1929 to 1932. ‘

Contract awarded to Robert E. Orr Company, Inc. for
preparation of areas for parking and furnishing and installing
wire mesh fencing, 1929 to 1932.

Contract awarded to Thomas McMillian Company for

construction of three taxi strips, 1932.

Contract awarded to Independent Fence Company for
construction of sand fences, 1932.

Wire mesh fence construction along apron and around parking
lots, 1932.

WPA expanded Floyd Bennett Field, 1934 to 1938.

WPA expanded concrete runways, taxiways, and apron
system, 1935.

216




APPENDIX B
CONSTRUCTION CHRONOLOGY

FLOYD BENNETT FIELD

Page
Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Pages 77,

S
8
13

17

22
51

52

55

58
S9

81, 86

Page

Page

Page

72
81

87

Newark Municipal Airport started, 1927.

Secondary site, Barren Island, at Jamaica Bay selected, 1927.

Contract awarded to R. A. Perry for construction of Floyd

Bennett Field, May 1928.

Contract awarded for Administration Building and for eight
aircraft hangars, January 1928.

City decided on name "Floyd Bennett Field," October 1928.

Contract awarded for a hangar and barracks building,
seaplane ramp, and other facilities, February 1937.

WPA  added more runways, smaller  buildings, and
landscaping - mid-1930s. ’

New seaplane facility constructed, early 1940.

Navy asked to build barracks for 100 aviation students, late
1940.

Field closed to commercial traffic, May 26, 1941.

Navy purchased the field from New York Clty, February 18,
1942.

Runways extended, a new seaplane hangar built, and several
smaller bui!dings, summer 1941,

Contract awarded to John L. Walsh for Iandscapmg and new
runways, summer 1929.

Naval Air Station decommissioned, mid-1971.

Contract let to Fleming and Sheppard Company, inc. for
widening of runways, July 1929. ’

Contract awarded to Woodrest Constructlon Company for
construction of eight hangars, Iate 1929.

215



Page

Page

Page

Pages 123,

124

Page
Page
Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Pages 150,
- 151

Page

114

17

123

124
126
135
138

138

139.

147

149

150

151

WPA constructed "Passenger Tunnel," 1935.
WPA constructed a boiler room and machine shop, 1934.

WPA -constructed infill buildings between Hangars 1 and 2 and
Hangars 5 and 6, 1936.

WPA built a Field House, Sprinkler System Pump House, and
Gasoline Pump House and eight underground tanks, 1936.

WPA installed new fencing, landscaping, roads, air beacon,
sidewalks, sewers, water mains, manholes, and seaplane
ramp, 1936. : ' :
WPA constructed Coast.'Guard Air Station, 1936.

Navy built a barracks and National Guard hangar, 1941.

~Navy constructed an On-Shore Patrol Base, June 1941..

Erection of Bachelor Officer's quarters and. enhsted men's
barracks, and office buildings, mid-1940.

A second seaplane hangar was constructed, early 1941.
Construction of barracks and mess hall building, 1941.

Navy built a marginal wharf, a seaplane parking area, and
seaplane ramp, 1941-1944. :

Navy erected recreational buildings, additional offices and
enlisted men's married housing, and various other str‘uctures,
1941-1944.

Navy installed a new lighting system, mid-1930.

Alterations to Administration Building by the Navy, 1943.

Single story wooden frame extension added to Administration
Building, 1943.

Other major alterations to original structures, 1943.
Installatibn of new instrument approach system, 1946.

New Radio Compass Location Station, ground control approach
equipment, and a taxiway, 1946.

Contract awarded to Albert A. Lutz Company for expansion
of the Naval Air Station, July 1951.

New beacon tower, 1957.

Constructed a new hangar, 1964.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

Because Floyd Bennett Field was owned by both the City of New York
and the United States Government, the documentary sources dealing with
it are found in numerous places throughout the count'ry. The records
are quite extensive. Nevertheless, the extant documentary material has
been located and reviewed. They provide the basis for this report. At
the same time, a review of secondary literature has p'rovided'important
and useful information about private, commercial, and military aviation in
" the United States from the 1920s to the 1940s. Consequently, the

following repoﬁt was drawn from both primary data on Floyd Bennett Field

and secondary data on the general subject of aviation.

In New York City, the author reviewed the records now in the possession
gf Gateway National Recreation Area. They contain useful newspaper
clippings and photographs detailing various events or developments that
occurred at Floyd Bennett Field. Also surveyed were the Floyd Bennett
Field records now in the possession of the Municipal Archives of the City
of New York. The James J. Waiker and Fiorello H. LaGuardia Collections
contain vital data on the decision to build Floyd Bennett Field, the
construction period, the dedication, the airmail controversy with Newark,
New Jersey, and the sale of the field to .the Navy in 1942. Though these
records did contain -a few blueprints, little that was found was useful.

Also in New York City, the author explored the r‘ecor'ds of the Marine _

and Aviation section of the Department of Transportatlon, formerly the
Departmenf of Docks. They contain few significant written documents.
However, most of the original construction drawings for the airport were
uncovered there and they are of interest to the historian and espe'cially
valuable to the architects on this project. Finally, the holdings in the
local history sections of the New York Public Library, the Brooklyn
Public Library, the Long lIsland Historical Society, and the Kingsborough
Historical Society, were surveyed for any important data on the history of
Floyd Bennett Fieid.
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A search was conducted for United States government records dealing
with the Navy's presence at Floyd Bennett Field, the Newark airmail
controversy, and the Works Progress Administration (WPA) constructjoh
program. The National‘ Archives in Washington, D.C., provided important

. records on the Navy's purchase of the field and military operations there,

plus some useful aerial photographs depicting the development of the field
through the years. The Smithsonian Institution's Air and Space Museum
also supplied wvaluable historic photographs of the field. A search
through' the National Archives and Records Service Branch in Bayonne,’
New Jersey, turned up records dealing with not only the Navy's
involvement at Floyd Bennett Field, but also the WPA construction
program. Finally, valuable records documenting the Navy construction at
the field from the 1940s to the 1960s were located at the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, Port Hueneme, California. A search at the former
Headquarters Third Naval District, Brooklyn Navy Yard, the Fourth
Naval District Headquarters in Philadelphia, and the Philadelphia Branch
of the National Archives and Records Service failed to turn up any

important or useful material.

The author reviewed numerous secondary sources dealing with Floyd
Bennett, Floyd Bennett Field, aviation in the New York City area, and
aviation in general. Clearly, the best account of Floyd Bennett's life is
found in Floyd Bennett, a biography written by his wife Cora Bennett.

- Two useful works on aviation in general and one specific aspect of the

indu_stry are C.R. Roseberry's The Challenging Skies: The Colorful
Story of Aviation's Most Exciting Years, 1919-1939 and R.E.G. Davies' A
History of the World's Airlines. Chelsea Fraser's Famous American
Flyers, Lt. Col. Gene Gurney's A Chronology of World Aviation; Preston
R. Bassett's Long Island: Cradle of Aviation, Douglas Cori‘igan's That's
My Story, and Clarence D. Chamberlin's Record Flights and Give 'Em Hell
provide specific data on the famous flights that occurred at Floyd. Bennett
Field in the 1930s. Finally, various New York newspapers and periodicals"
supplied further information on events that took place at the airport

during the years. -
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PRIMARY SOURCES

Manuscript Materials

Bayonne, New Jersey. The National Archives and Records Service. Third
Naval District Records. Record Group No. 181. Boxes 187-202.

This collection of documents provided information on the Navy's
presence at Floyd Bennett Field in the 1930s and 1940s.

Brooklyn, New York. Gateway National Recreation Area. Records of the
Jamaica Bay Unit and the General Park Files.

These records contain useful newspaper information plus photographs
documenting the history of Floyd Bennett Fieid.

Kingsborough Community College Libr'ary; Kingsborough

~ Historical Society.
Contains a valuable photograph collection.
The Long Island Historical Society.
Brooklyn Public Library. The Local History Collection.

These records provided background material on the Flatbush and
Barren lIsland regions of Brooklyn.

New York City. City of New York Department of Transportation.
Records of the Branch of Marine and Aviation. Construction
Drawings for the Municipal Airport, Floyd Bennett Field.

After an extensive search of the various archives of the City of New
York, the original construction drawings for Floyd Bennett Field
were located here. They are vital to this report because of the data
they provide about the construction during the late 1920s and 1930s.

. City of New York Municipal Archives. The James J. Walker
Collection. Boxes No. 566, 567, and 568.

These papers contain important documents dealing with the decision
to build Floyd Bennett Field, the selection of the Barren lIsland site,
the actual construction, and the dedication ceremonies.

The Fiorello H. LaGuardia Collection. Boxes No.

721 and 722,

This material documents the controversy with Newark, New Jersey
over the airmail traffic during the early 1930s, and also covers the
preliminary negotiations for and the sale of Floyd Bennett Field to
the Navy in 1942.
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City of New York Municipal Reference Library.

This collection contains vast newspaper files that were useful for
background information on Floyd Bennett Field's history while owned
by the city and the Navy.

Port Hueneme, California. Records of the Naval Facilities Engiheering
‘Command.

These records contain important material documenting the various
Navy construction programs carried out at Floyd Bennett Field from
the 1930s to the 1960s. ' ’

Washington, D.C. National Archives and Records Service. United States

Coast Guard Correspondance, 1936-1941, and Third Naval District,
World War || Narrative Histories. Record Group No. 26.

A solid source of information about the Coast Guard operations at
Floyd Bennett Field during the 1930s and 1940s.

Works Progress Administration State Files. New York City.

Airports. Record Group No. 69.

These records contain a little information about the WPA
construction at Floyd Bennett Field in the 1930s.

Records of the Navy Bureau of Aeronautics. General and

Confidential Correspondance, 1941-1942. Record Group No. 72.

These recdrds hold wvaluable material about not only the Navy
presence at Floyd Bennett Field during the 1930s and 1940s, but also
the WPA construction during the mid-1930s.

General Records of the Department of the Navy. Office of the
Secretary. General Correspondance, 1926-1940. Record Group No.
80. '

These records provide data about the Naval Reserve Aviation Base at
Floyd Bennett Field during the 1930s, the Navy's purchase of the
airport from New York City, and the WPA program.

Memoirs

Chamberlin, Clarence D. Record Flights. Philadélphia: Dorrance and

Company, 1928.

This provides background information on the man who was most
responsible for the selection of the Barren Island site for Floyd
Bennett Field. :

Chamberlain, Clarénce D. Give 'Em Hell. New York: Beechwood Press,

1942.
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Corrigan, Douglas. That's My Story. New York: New York: E.P.
Dutton and Co., Inc., 1938.

-—

"Wrong Way's" own story.

Hoover, Herbert. The Memoirs of Herbert Hoover. 3 Vols. New York:
Macmillan Co., 1951.

SECONDARY SOURCES

. Books

Bassett, Preston R. Long lIsland: Cradle of Aviation. Amityville, N.Y.:
Long Island Forum, 1950.

 Material on the historic flights out of Floyd Bennett Field in the
1930s. . ‘

Bénnett, Cora L. Floyd Bennett. New York: William Farquhar Payson,
1932.

The only work on the life of Floyd Bennett.

Davies, R.E.G. A History of the World's Airlines. London: Oxford
University Press, 1964.

Valuable for information on the early history of commercial aviation
in the United States.

~ vl

Federal Writers Project. New York City Guide, 1939. New York: Random
House, 1939. '

Fraser, Chelsea. Famous American Flyers. New York: Thomas Y.
Crowell Company, 1942. '

Contains interesting background information about Lindbergh, Amelia
Earhardt, Frank M. Hawks, Wiley Post, Howard Hughes, James H.
Doolittle, and Douglas Corrigan, all of whom made famous flights out
. of Floyd Bennett Field.

Gurney, Lt. Col. Gene. A Chronology of World Aviation. New York:
Franklin watts, Inc., 1965.

Contains information about many record flights in or out of Floyd
Bennett Field.

Kaufman, Herbert. Gotham in the Air Age. New York: Harcourt, Brace

— — —

and Company, Inc., 1952.

An interesting study of the early history of aviation in the New _

York City area, Floyd Bennett Field, and particularly the airmail
controversy with Newark, New Jersey. '
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Lewis-Dale, H. Angley. Aviation and the Aerodrome. Philadelphia: J.B.
Lippencott Company, 1932. . i

Rosebérry, C.R. The Challenging Skies: The Colorful Story of
Aviation's Most Exciting Years, 1919-1939. Garden City, New York:
Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1966.

‘A good source of background information on many asaects of aviation
|n its early years,

Newspapers and Periodicals

Aero Digest.

The Aerotrade Néws.

Airports.
The Brooklyn Eagle.

A good source about local history.

The National Aeronautic Magazine.

The New York Daily News.

The New York Times.

An important source for information on what was happening in the
New York area during the period Floyd Bennett Field was a
commercial airfield.

National Park Service Reports.

U.S., Department of the Interior. General History of the Jamaica Bay,
Breezy Point, and Staten Island Units, Gateway National Recreation
Area. A report prepared for the National Park Service by Tony P.
Wrenn. Denver: National Park Service, 1975.
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PREFACE

Most of what follows develops a plan of action based upon the high degree
of stability in- landform and structures defined within the proposed
historic district of Floyd Bennett Field. Recommendations proposed herein
stem from a nearly total lack of data concerning specific sites of an early
vintage. Subsurface testing was not conducted, since no development
was immediately antici.pated which would warrant site-specific eXamination.
Further historical research should be conducted to collect valuable
information about the area's developmental history in the eighteenth and

nineteenth centuries.

THE HISTORIC STRUCTURES

In the Historical Data Section of this report, two major construction
phases are defined for structures which are extant and included in the
nomination for the National Register. During the first of these periods,
between 1928 and 1932, the eight hangars and lean-tos, the
Administration Building (No. 1), a sewage pump house (No. 30), an
electrical vault (No. 57), and two floodlight towers were erected (Fig. 2).
To date, only the two floodlight towers have been demolished (Fig. 1).
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The second construction phase occurred between 1934 and 1938 when the
Works Progress Administration (WPA) added many new structures and
expanded the runway and taxiway system. Among other buildings that
went up during these years were the transformer building (No. 120), a
field house, a sprinkler system pump house (No. 29), a. gas pump station
(No. 176), the hangar infill structures (connecting pairs of hangars to
create four two-bay hangars out of the original eight), a garage, and a
dope house (No. 26). The Air National Guard Hangar, constructed in
1964, sits over the location of the former field house. The only other
bUilding from the WPA phase of construction which is now missing is the
garage, formerly located just south of Hangar 3 where the Navy
constructed a barracks in 1941 (Fig. 2).

Evidence of the foundations of both floodlight towers may still be intact,
though the results of an earlier survey (Roberts 1978:108-136) do not
'support this. Most likely ‘there is little or nothing left of the field house
where the Air National Guard Hangar now is, but more evidence of the
WPA period garage, which now is under a frame barracks, probably
remains. Due to the structures above the two historic buildings,
archeological fieldwork cannot be undertaken without affecting the
structural integrity of the more recent buildings. A brief field survey
employing contemporary maps could establish whether or not anything
remains of the floo_dlight towers.

The remainihg historic buildings have had no major renovations nor wings
removed which would bring them into serious archeological consideration.
An exception to this is an annex on the west end of Building No. 1,
which was removed after the area was acquired by the National Park
Service (NPS). Constructed in 1943, it is of no historical significance
and is also of no archeological interest. Architectural investigations of the
standing structures would be more effective than archeological' excavation
in recovering data regarding structural history. Similarly, study of the
associated non-structural features at the field, such as stages of repair
and extensions to the runway, taxiway, and apron‘ systems, could be
conducted in consultation with a civil engineer, without archeological
disturbance of the fabric. Apparently much of the original surfacing is
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still evident, without extensive covering. Determining former hedge and
fence locations, if not under more recent runway extensions, should be a
relatively simple procedure, for these are clearly depicted on some
drawings and photographs (see Historical Data Section, Photographs Neos.
3, 13, 19, 23, and 31 National Archives 1936)

Rehabilitation and restoration of the historic buildings at Floyd Bennett
Field apparently will not involve extensive foundation work or similar
'projects requiring excavation. The only recommended repair work that
will require any earth moving concerns the foundation of Building No. 29,
the firé pump house. It has one sunken corner which has resulted in

brick separation above. Correction of the problem would require

re-excavation, shoring-up, and repouring of the foundation (see
Architectural Data Section, Volume Il of this report.) In order to obtain
a record of the soil strata as well as potential archeological resources, an
archeologist must be present when this work is conducted. Other
recommendations include such actions as repointing and clearing of
vegetation from about the building foundations, none of which poses a -

threat to archeological interests.

FIELD DEVELOPMENT

The past or future extent of damages to cultural rfesou'rces which may
have been presént in the area of the field prior to 'itsv development, is
largely dependent upon how deep the landfill in the area is. Contract
records from the late 1920s and early 1930s (City' of New York 1928,
1929, and 1930) reveal that the average depth of landfill dredged
specifically for the airport was, following thin layers of added subsoil and
topsoil, over 9 feet thick. Two facts enter to confuse the issue. One is
that earlier dredging activities in Jamaica Bay have resulted in a
presently undetermined amount of fill being dumped on and near Barren
fsland. The other problems is that much of the filled area for Floyd:
Bennett Field was originally low marshland or shaliow bays, the former
depths and elevations and specific locations of which are still uncertain.
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One map of the area prior to the conception of Floyd Bennett Field (U.
S. Congress 1915) shows some of the dredged channels, bays, and
marshlands as well as the general location of the early dredging spoils.
By juxtaposing data from a later map -which shows the early layout of
Floyd Bennett Field (U. S. Coastal and Geodetic Survey n.d.) some
important facts are revealed. Only the extreme eastern end of the

original field appéars to have any fill by 1915. .Porter Blakemore,

however, feels that continued filling of the area occurred between 1915
and the dredging projects in 1928. This is supported by photographs
(see photographs Nos. 3, 23, and 24, Historical Data Section, this

report) which depict a single body of land where Floyd Bennett Field was »

placed, rather than a number of separate hassocks and marshes.
Apparently almost the entirety of Barren Island ‘and vicinity had
previously been filled to a level of five or more feet above the low tide
mark. In the Floyd Bennett Field Historic District the elevation averages
about 15:feet above mean low tide (Lockwood, Barlett and Kessler, Inc.
1974), the same elevation stated for the field in 1933 (Airport Dir'ector'y
Company 1933:162). By extrapolating from maps (U. S. Coastal and
Geodetic Survey n.d.) and based on consultation with David Avrin, Park
Ranger at the Jamaica Bay Unit (1979), the former hassocks are estimated
to be within 6 to 10 feet of the present ground surface.

BUILDING AND UTILITY EXCAVATION

Foundations for the Administration Building and the hangars involved a
continuous perimeter‘: footing which reached a depth of 4 feet below grade.
At regular intervals concrete piles were driven another 35 feet deeper.
Building No. 30 contains a concrete pit about 20 feet deep which is
. supported on wood piles driven about 15 feet. The remaining historic
buildings on the field had foundations which would not have penetrated

beyond a depth of 4 feet and which lacked the pilings (Architectural Data

Section, Vol. [l of this report). Given the depth of fill upon which the
buildings rest it is unlikely that construction of the historic building
foundations would have reached the original ground surface. Support
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pilings driven below the hangars, Administration Building, Building No.
30, and the pit within Building No. 30 would have gone through any
previous ground surface. Previous utility lines may also have been
placed at a depth sufficient to reach the original ground surface. Due to
the needs for gravity flow, the sewer lines would have attained the
greatest depth. These lines were shatllower away from the hangars, ’since'
they drained toward the hangars where a lift station pumped ,the effluent
out again, away from the historic district. The sewer lines were deepest
(ca. 10 feet) near Hangars 3 and 4, although at manhole locations a ‘de.pth
of almost 14.5 feet was reached. Other utility lines were either in
shallow trenches or followed the same trench as the sewer line and,

therefore, are not expected to have had any further impacts. It must be

noted that this information is incomplete, since 25 sheets of secret data,
withheld by Naval authority (U. S. Department of the Navy 1935) were.

not available for examination.

POTENTIAL SITES

Within the Floyd Bennett Field Historic District no precise locations are
known for any hiStoric/archeoIogical sites of a vintage earlier than that of
the field itself. Colonial sites are all apparently situated beyond the
boundary of the Jamaica Bay Unit. Equendito, the only' known Colonial
Period Indian site, is thought to be located somewhere near the park”
headquarters (Building No. 69) and is thereby outside the proposed
historic district (Roberts 1978:111). ' | ‘

While no specific sites are known, many are likely to exist under the

~ field's landfill. These would be from activities that leave few traces, .

such as harvest activities and associated temporary camps. ‘»Repea_ted use

of a locality during hunting, fishing, and shellfish collecting excursions

would tend to produce more visible traces over time. Many such
activities taken alone, for example, harvesting of thé salt hay (Fletcher
and Kintz n.d.:35), which may have been practiced in the Colonial
Period, may not have left sufficient evidence for recognition. ’
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IMPACTS TO CULTURAL RESOURCES

Earlier sites stand a greater chance of having been disturbed by later
activities. The growth and erosion sequence of the hassocks and bars
place ,sg:r'ict limitations upon when and where sites can have been
produced and still be in existence. Attention to local geology and sea
leve] changes should help to clarlfy these limits and possibilitieé

Subsequent cultural activities can also have obllterated evidence of earlier

occupatlons or may have affected erosion rates in specnflc Iocalltles

Another factor to consider is how modern society has produced changes in
envnronmental conditions that may have serious effects upon the quality of
an existing site. Acid rains (McCaffrey 1979) have probably resulted in
significantly increased rates of artifact corrosion and decay of organic
remains. OQils, acids, and other direct pollutants have also contaminated
organic remains, so that dating by means of Carbon |4 is unreliable
(Linck n.d.).

Those sites of a vintage earlier than Floyd Bennett Field were possibly
disturbed by the dredging apparatus used to fill in the marshes and bays
around Barren lIsland. Soil lenses containing traces of earlier occupations
have prabably been compacted, which would have resulted in physical
destruction of fragile artifacts, made traces of the site more difficult to
r‘ecoghize, and altered soil moisture and acidity which could increse the
rate of artifact decay.

On the other hand, landfill has also probably acted as a protective
blanket from twentieth century industrial activities. Most foundation and
utility trenches for the field are not likely to have penetrated to the
former ground surface. The deep pilings, pump well, and sewer trench
are the only features which would have extended deep enough to affect
remains deposited prior to construction of the field.

It is important to note that much of the Hangar Row area where these
impacts may have occurred is apparently built over one of the former
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marsh channels (Photographs Nos. 3, 33, and 34, Historical Data
Section;U. S. Coastal and Geodetic Survey 1933 and 1934; U. S.
Geological Survey 1900). Hence, most of the deeper excavations were
within recent landfill and/or channel deposits where the only possible
impacts would be to sunken vessels (Fletcher and Kintz, h'.d.i16‘; Vetter
and Salwen 1974:17), orf to deep sites established pri_e'r‘v to sea level
stabilization about 6,000 years ago" (Fairbridge ‘!977:90-91). “ '

THE ROLE OF ARCHEOLOGY

As most of the historically significant buildings within the Historic.
District of Floyd Bennett Field are still standing, little of ‘structur‘a'l"
import is likely to be revealed through archeology. This. is possible’ in
the search for demolished buildings previously discussed. The type of
information which méy usually be gained through archeology would be
revealed through an analysis of thin artifact scatter and other evidence of
activity areas about the field. This, while still a possibility, is largely
obviated at Floyd Bennett Field by a number of factors. ' '

Much of the prime historical significance of the field is developed about

. the buildings, yet these are generally encircled by cement. Where soiljs-

present to act as a catch for artifacts, the probability'of enough artifact

scatter to have collected to be sufficient for interpretation is severely

iessened by’ the twentieth century pracﬁce of dumping trash elsewhere‘.
This would be especially applicable in the case of é municipalv airbort
striving to gain and maintain an "A1A" rating (City of New York 1928).
Inspection of the unvegetated areas around the various buildihgs t_en'ds. to
support this: Little if anything is evident in most areas and these tracés
most likely came after the field was operated by the municipality. '

Certain areas of the field may have served secondary -and/or illegal
functions which were not recorded for posterity.  Traces of such
activities (for éxample, prohibition era drinking, tempdrar‘y quarters for
pilots) may be revealed through close attention to the entire field's

artifact record. -



RECOMMENDATIONS

The history of landfilling, the stability of the historic buildings and
landing strips, and the present lack of plans for extensive excavation in
Floyd Bennett Field combine to suggest little need for extensive
archeological fieldwork at this time. For the single case of foundation
stabilization at Building No. '29, it is recommended that an archeologist be

present when the trench is opened. If any further plans involving -

excavation are developed anywhere within the historic district, testing, or
'monitoring should be performed. Careful monitoring of any excavation will
help establish the .sequence and depths of landfill across the field. This
information may be valuable in later years as new projects are designed
and potential impacts to cultural resources must be defined.

A documentary search into the early history of the area and the
development and use of Floyd Bennett Field should be continued. While
most or all of the historically significant events at the field have been
recognized (Historical Data Section) they may not have been fully
deveioped. WMore attention given to less "significant" data may add a new
dimension of historic significance to Floyd Bennett Field. '

Associated with the above recommendations is the need to conduct a
search for'individuals who were involved with the airport's early
developments. This author has been in contact with Timothy Finn, who
has an intimate knowledge of the Barren Island com'munity and - its
environs during the 1930s. He has provided valuable information
concerning landform, vegetation, and various' other aspects of the
community and the airport. He has also provided the names and
addresses of other persons who may be valuable informants. One is a
former stunt flyer and pilot who had a packed earth airstrip on Barren
Island prior the the development of Floyd Bennett Field, and who also
used the field after it was completed. The other is a woman born on
Barren Island and possibly from one of the first families to have lived in
the community (Finn 1979). |

236

l



3= ===

My final recommendation is that concerted effects be made to initiate a
study beyond the particulars of the Historic District of Floyd Bennett
Field, to which this report is limited. The field was not an isolated

entity but existed with other communities, some of which were at its

doorstep. Of particular interest is the Barren lIsland community now
beneath the late extensions of the airport facilities and, thereforé, within
the responsnblllty of the NPS to study and protect as necessary. An "
h|stor|can should conduct further research in oral and wrltten sources to ’
record the physncal and social history of Barren Island. '
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As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the
Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and
water, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and ' recreation
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The
department also has major responsibility for American Indian reservation
communities and for people who live in island territories under U.S.
administration. ' S '

Publication services were provided by the graphncs staff of the Denver
Service Center. NPS 1767
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