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CHAPTER OHNE
INTRODUCTION.

The protrusion of the Southern Appalachien Mountains predeter-
mined that there would be two theatres of action, nesrly a thousand
miles apart, in the War Between the States., The district east of
these mountains and south of Horthern Virglnia was lknown as the eust-
ern theatre, while the distriet west of these mountaing and south
of lLouisville, EKentucky, was known as the western theatre. Other
movements and engagements in the great confliet were only secondary
to the events of these two regions. Therefore, the two definite od-
Jectives of the northern amies during the early part of the war were
to capture .Ricm and to open the Misaisaippi Rzrerf hense sn of=- - 1
fensive campaign. The Confederacy, with the exception of threats on
%‘inshj.gg_hfan. Gettysburg, and ralds into Kemtucky and Tennessee, wes on
fhaéotamin fm the beginning of h@sﬁlitias? In the eastern
theatre, the Cumberland Mountains, the Shenandoah Valley, and the east
and west course of the rivers, offered a strong line of defense; bdut
in the weatern theatre the rivera, (Missiseippi, Ohio, Tennessee, and
Cumberland), due to their length, navigability, and generel course,
proved to be better suited for offemsive them defensive werfars. These
two river aysta;s determined largely the movements and ~ops§at§.ona of
the two armies, It can readily be seen that the power having control

of these streams, especially the navigable ones, would be .master of the

1. Franeis Trevelyan Miller, The Photographic History of the Civil War,
i, 178.
=

2. Ibid., 17B.
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situation, henee the effort of both amies to secure control of
these waterways.

The logical line of defense in the western theatre, amd the
one first selegted by the Confederscy, was the Chie Riwi, If this
river could bs commended it would give the Confederacy an extraoy~
dinary strong line of defense, since 1t flows scuthwesi, and afier
having reached iis two grest tribuleries, the Tonnesses and Cumberw
land, empties into the ifississippi ot the commanding position at
Cairo, Illinoia; thus converging with the center of a water naviga~
tion of pearly two thousend miles, Being situated st the conflu-
enee of two of the most important water courses in the oountry, the
strategic importance of Caire osn not be overestimted. It is also
the termipus of the Illinois Central Hailirced, hence in commusication
ﬁﬁh the railroad systen of the North. Without doubt it is the key
to the Missisaippi Valley. By fortifylsg Cairc the Mississippl Bl-
ver and its basin southward to the Culf of Mexico would be securely
in the Confederate fold; and by fortifying Peducah, vhere the Ten-
nesses empties into the Ohio, only & few mliles south of where the Cm-
borland also empties into the Ohio, the territory leading into the
heart of the Confedsracy would be protected. Anothsr advantuge of
the Ohio River as the first line of defense was the fact that practi~
cally all the state of Kemtucky would have been within the boundary
of the Confedersey, he@ the likelihood of her secesssion, which

3. John Fisks, The Civil War in the Mississippi Valley, 35.




would have been of insstimable value to the Confederaoy.

From Cairo military operation could be direected against the
border states of Missouri, Kentucky, ani Tennesses. Roth parties
aaw these advantages end mede offorts to securs control of the
Ohlo. :

Covernor Yates, of Illinois, hed the foresight to see the strat-
egic sdvantagea of Cairo and bhad 1%t garrisoned es early as April 23,
286?,. Hence, the Union was fortunate in securing control of the
copmanding position in the Mississippi Valley, The converging cur-
rents of so many rivers, uniting at Cafro into one great stream, en~
abled the Pederal Covermment to collect a flotille of asm-boats,
whieh sesrched out sll the navigable am? The gun«boats prepar-
ed by the Federal Govermment to do this work comsisted of twelve, |
geven of whieh were iron~clad., This flotilla carried 143 guns, some
G4~pounders, scme B2-pounders, and soms 7-inch rified-guns usizg 80
pound ahﬂlh?

Incidentally, the strugele for contyol of the Temnessee, Cunber
land, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers in the western theatre of the war
was comparable to the struggls in the emstern theatre for control of
the Kanawha, Potomamc, James, and Happahannock rivers. The neppehan~
nock, situsted sbout half way between the iwo Capitaels, Richmond and
Weshington, lonrg remained the line of defense of both Federals and

4. Williem Conent Church, Ulysses S. Grant, 80.

5. William Preston Johuston, The Life of General albert Siduey John-
 ston, 313,

6. Jefferson Davis, The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Govermment,25.




Gt‘mreﬁamtsaz but as hes previously besn intimsted there was o decide
ed contraet in the funetions theso two river systems were destined to
play in this grest drama of wer. The short rivers of the sast, with
an east and west course end proctically no mavigability, served enly
a8 barriers to an inwvading amy, while the western rivers, by reason
of theiy size, course, and navigability, played en ismportent rmle se
highways for cosmunication into the heart of the aoafaaemc:

‘Another impordant fsctor that confronted both the Federals and
Confederates during the ssbryonic sitage of the war was saguring the
aid of the border states of Missouri, Xemtucky, Virginie, and Maryland
At first there vas & strong sentiment in sach of these states towerd
the Confedermey, bul geogrsphic and political factors, mingled with the
foroe of arms, eventually forced three of theose states and & part of
the fourth to ally with the Union. However, in order to prevent these
states from seceding, i% took s struggle commingled with boith diplomacy
and force, It was diplomecy that played the greater part in Kerylamd
snd Kemtucky, geographioal influences in Virginle, end forece in kilase
curli. The diplomatic move of Governor ilcks of Maryland in convening
the State legislature st Frederick City, a towa where Unlon sentiment
dominated, insteosd of Baltimore, where Southern sentipent was asizong,
perhaps, prevented that body from eslling a convention to adopt an

7. Ellen Churchill Semple, Amarican Hiasory end its Geogrephic Condi-
tions, 201.

8. Ibide, 300.
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ordinance of sscession. Secondary to the diplomatic maneuvers of

Governor Hicks was the geographiz location of the state. Deing 16-
cated so near the Potomace River it offered a thoroughfere for the
FPederal troops to defend the mationmal capitol, thus causing the state
to be occupied by Federal forces securing the possession of Chesspeake
Bni? The geographical loeation of Virginis presented conflfeting
interests between the eastern lowlands and western highlanda of that
state. These different interests prompted the scheme of separation
that culminated in the creatiom of the nsw state of West Virginia in
3.36}. from the loyal portion of ?nglnii%
Migsouri end Kentucky held the same atrategie value to the weste
ern theatre as did Maryland and Virginia in the eastern theatre. The
Missouri Compromise in 1820 permitted slavery in the State of Missouri.
During these two ascore years the southern and central part of the state
had become thoroughly satursted with the inatitutions and ideas of Sou~
thern aristocracy. This, together with her Mhiaal lines of ine-
tercourse with the Gull States, camused her to be in swpathy with the
Confederacy. In the struggle for control of this state the Union lead-
exs proved to be the better dlplomets, and after a drief olvil confliet,
lasting only e few months Missouri was sesured to the Unioen side. Kenm~
tucky, like Missouri, by reason of her soil, elimate, and industrial

asystem, was toleyant toward the South. Her geograephieal location plac-~

8., James Ford Bhodea, History of the United States, 1850-1888, IIX,
206G a

10. m:ﬂ, 929. mu, 280 .

11. Ibig., 289.



ed her between the Confederacy and the Union. The Tennessee and the
Cumberland rivera traversed 1ts territory and offered avenues for an
offensive campaign into the heart of the Confederacy. Therefore, it
preosented a strategic area that was of vital importance Yo both sides,
Due to her location and even dalance of northern and southern sympa~
thizers in the State, ber attitude of declared neutrality was logisal,
but both sides soom disregarded her neutrality and masde efforts
gain possession of the mtate., Here again diplomaey played an import-
ant role., FPresidént lincoln guided the Unlon movement in the state,
and the result was that the Pro-Union hgiala%m placed the staie ou
the Union ai&%?

Having failed in their efforts to sscure the border states of
Hisgsourl and XKentueky, and also falling to gain the Ohioc River as m
first line of defense, the Confederscy now located thelr defensive line
in the western theatre from Columbus, Kentucky, on the Mississippi Ri-
vor southeastward tn Dover ‘am‘i Clarkaville, anéd morthesstwerd to Bowle
ing Green, Kentusky, and a bit southeastward from Bowling Creen to Cum-
berland Cap. This presented sn irregular line of over thres hundred
miles in length. However, as will be seen later, the grester part of
the Confederais forces were concentraied on the western part of this
line from Columbus to Bowling Green. This entire line possessed four
strategie pointa, Columbus, Far%# Henry and Donslson, Bowling,Green,eand
Cumberland Gep, that would protect the heart of the caafaﬁm from an

124 ms' %‘O ait" 2?9.



inwsion of the Feﬁex;al forces, provided each of these stromghelds
could be held. If one of the four should fall, the others would
be in gresl danger of a Federal flanking stiack, and precbably would
have to be &%@ﬂ&%ﬂl?

Columbua was omne of the few positions vapable of effective doe
fense on the Miasslssippi River, havirg the adventages of being enly
elghteen wmiles from Cairo, ths stromghold of the Union forcesy and
of rall connsetion with Nowling CGreens Genersl Polk refevrred 4o
1% ss the "Glbrslter of ths 'z‘%asté& Coing fron west b0 east the next
strategic point in thisg line wee at Foris Henry und Donelson on the
Tennessee and Cuwberlani rivers, about twelve miles apert. These
forts were of great imporianee tc the fonfedersoy, for chould they
fall the Federals could emsily penstrate deep intc the interior of
the South by the wey of the tws rivers. Their fall would also give
the Federsl amnies & chanoe for a flanking movement on aitw Coluume |
bus or Bowling Creen and foree thelr evacuation or mn&ar.

Eighty miles northsast of these forts wes the commanding paﬁ.ti#a
of Bowling Green, Kentucky. This strateglc polnt is near the junce
ticn of two important railroeds comnecting with Nashville and MNemphla.
It 1s the out-~post to Nashville., It wes the "Manssces of the w&st“fﬁ
If 1t wers to fall Nashville would bs in great danger, and Coluubus

aud Forts Henry and Donelson would be open to a flenking sttsck. Cene

13. 24 glance at & mep showing this line of defense will bear out this
atatensnt.

14+ Church, Op. eit., 90.

15. Rhodes, Op. oit.,468.
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eral Johnston saw the importance of this place and concentrated
mogt of his forees there under his personal command. 4is had al-
ready been steted the grseter part of ihe Federsl and Confederate
forces were coantentrated on the 170 miles of this line from Colum-
bus to Bowliag Green, however, there was one other important point
that was of strategic value to both forees. This point was Cume
berland Gap, Tennsssee. This position gave access to the valley
of Fast Tennsssee and protected the cent$ral part of the defense line
from flanking ettacks. Hencs, it can readily be seen that the se-
curity of the sbove naned four strong points was closely ralated.

then Cemsrsl Aldbert Sidney Johuston took commaend of the Confed-
erate forces in the West, (September 10, 1861) and began forming his
defensive 1ine, he had to consider the geography of the diatrict,the
politieal camplexity of its population, and the disposition and strength
of the opposing fmif The first and third of these considerations
were logical, since Columbus commended the lower Mississippi and Forta
Henry and Donelson prevented an advance wup the Tennessee and Cumber-
land, and Bowiing Green protected the raillway system leading into the
Conlfaderacy, and Curberlsnd Gap prevesied a Unlon advance into Eastern
Tennessee; and zince the greater part of the Federal forses was conAaE~ |
trated pesr the strong points of Columbus and Bowling Grsen. The 1
secoad consideration was of a very complex naturs and rogquired diploe

matic menwuvers which, apparently, the Confedsrates did not use., Fhen

16. Johnston, Op. sis., 312,
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General Buckner scouplied Bowling Creen he sipeeisd the Secession sen-
timent of Kentueky to rally to his support, but instead of securing
the support of the populsee in this vieinity (Bowling Green, Kentucky,
is about 28 miles from the Tennessee State Line) it oaused the Uniom
sentiment %o grow stronger and was a potent tactor in ceusing Kentueky
$5 ebandon her neutrality, September 28, ;Bﬁif A few days prior %o
the occupation of Bowling Green (September 19, 1881} Ceneral Zollicof-
for advaneed to Cumberland Ford in southesastern Xenbucky with aboud
4,000 men. The Union eontiment in this part of the State, and in lsat-
ern Tennesase, was strong snd Zollicoffer's presence only agagx'a?ated
this sentiment. Instead of winning Kentuoky for the Confederacy,these
movements were probably responsible for her going over %o the Union side.
Similer considerations played sn important role in the dis;sml
of the Federal forees in the Weat, The protection of Unionisis in
Missouri and East Temnessee, the helding of Kemtucky, snd securing the
strategie p@inta that commanded the rivers and railroad centers, were
81l of vital interest %o the success of sn imﬁing army. LDus to
these conajiderations one army under General MI, with myamrtau
at louisville, Kentucky, had for its object the sxclusion of the Con-
federates from central Tennessee and the occupation of Zast Tommessee.
another army under Censral Grant, with headquarters at Caire, Illi-
nols, esasaysd the opening of the Missisaippi, the Cumberland =md Tennes-
see rivers from the north. St1ll another aray under General Hslleek,

17. Johuston, %& eit., 310, 38, 351.
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with headquarters at Saint louis, wes to occupy the lower Mississippl
and to try %0 Join hands with the upper fnreoslf Thus was the situg-
tion of affairs in the western theatre in the late fall of 1861.

- The firast occasion on which the two forces measured arms with
real purpose in the West was onm the 10th of aAugust, 1881, at the bail-
tle of Wilson Creek near Springfield, Missouri. Here a forece of
about 6,000 Federal trcops under Gemeral Lyon met a similer force of
Confederates under General McCulloeh. During this affray Ceneral Ly-
on was killed and the Federals forced to retreat, hence a declisive Como-
federate victory. Soon after #his victory Genersl Price, with a

" force of abdbout 5,000 men, moved upon Lexington, Missouri, his old
homs. Before he arrived at Lexingion his foree had incressed to
12,000 m:f Colonel Mulligan, with 3,500 men, prepared to defend
lexington., Price attacked the fortifieations, and after a few days
Mulligan surrendered the pgserrison on September 20, 1861. However,
Price soon retreated back fo Springfisld.

The next and last battle fought in the western theatre in the
year 1861 was the battle of Belmont, Missouri, November 7th. Here
General Grant, with a force of about 3,000 men and two gun~boats, at-
tacked the Confederate forces, who were reinforced from the strong
fort at Columbus just on the opposite side of the river. This battle
ended with a complete rout of the Federal troopa; OCrant barely escap-
ing espture. However, Grant is given credit for accomplishing the

18. Edward Channing, A History of the United States, 6, 450-453.
18. This great support given Prics is quite a contrast 1o the support
given Buckner and Zollicoffer when they marched inte Kentucky.
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purpose of his atiack, sinse it is sald that the purpose was to pre-
vent the reinforeement of Pries's army in Missouri from Columbus. It

ia interesting to mote that the three engagementis in the western

theatre in the year 1861 took place in the state of Missouri,

In order to protect the friendly element in Zastern Tennessee
and Esstern Eentucky, to curtail the Unionist sentiment, and to pro-
tect the great salt works and lead mines of southwestern Virginia, a
foree of about 3,000 men under the ecommand of General Marshall merche-
ed to Prestonburg, Kentucky, in November m&lfc On January 10, 1862,
Colonel Garfield attacked Gensral Marshall'a forces,snd. after a brief
engagesent both forees withdrew a distance of several miles; Marshall
gradually withdrawing to Cumberland CGap.

The mext, and the first battle in the Hest that gave the Federal
armies a decisive victory, was the battle of iMill Springs, Kentucky,
Japuary 19, 1862. Here Genersl Thomas won 2 complete victory over the
Confederate forces commanded by General Zollicoffer; Zollicoffer being
killed in the battle. It is assumed that General Zollicoffer, in make
ing prepsrations for an attack, made a mistake in crossing to the right
bank of the Cumberland and not retiring to the left bank when ordered
to do sc by his superior officer, Gemeral Grittenﬁanfl whsreas if ho
had occupied the right dbank his force and supplies would have been save

ed in case of defest. 48 it was, the rise in the river prevented the

20. Battles snd Leaders of the f§ivil War, 395.
2l. mﬁﬁ’ pﬂa elit. 1B-23.



removal of supplies. This battle bad for its prize the strategic
point of Cumberland Cep, opening the way for Union advence into East
Tennesses and flanking Johm*s poesition at Bowling Green. How-
ever, Thomas did not pursus the Confederates. He was recalled by
General Buell, who was concentrating his forces sgainst Bowling Green,
Cenaral Crittenden's forces retreated to Chestnut Mound, Temesses,
about sixty miles sast of Nashville, This was a great blow to the
Confederacy, since the idol of Temmessee, General Zollicoffer, was
Killed; and now the Union forces could concentrate their efforts on
Bowling Creen, Forts Henry amd Donelson, and Columbus.

As has been seen very little was ascomplished in the way of of-
fensive warfare in the western theatre during the year of 1861. I%
was in the East where the United States bad messed its armies and
thither had flocked Southern menhood, who had spruang to arms at the
first bugle call in the confliet. The situstion in the West had been
left largely to such protection as Kemtucky's neutrality could give,
but when her neutrality was broken the situation demanded two large
forces to protect the vital interests in this theatre. At the begin-
ning of 1862 the Union army had sufficient forces to begin an offen-
sive csmpaign in the West, and sinoe Keniucky had cast her lot with
the Union, the time was rips for a forward movement uper some point
of the Confederate lime. Just where this movement should begin was
a question that, spparemtly, was hard for the Federal commanders to
agree upon. President Lincoln suggested a simultaneous atteck at
different points, while Gemerel MeClellan wished General Buell %o



W. H. FITZGERALD
712 NORTH TWELFTH STREET
NASHVILLE, TENN.

{ Mornson,( /Willlam}rR.,(IB24)
“An Amerlcan Congressman and politician, borm in Monroe County,Ill,
Private in an Illinois volunteer regiment in the Mexican War,and
participated in most of the baltles of Tayhor's campaign. At the
outbreak of the Civil War he organized and became colonel of the:
Forty~ninth Illinois Infantry, serving in that capacity until De-
cember, I863, when he resigned to take his seat in the Thirtye
eights Congress. In I885 Morrison was defeated for election to
the United States Senate by John A. Logan by one vote, and in the
following year was defeated for re-~election to the House. He was
appointed by President Cleveland a member of the Interstate Come -
merce Commission in 1887, and served until 1897, fir the last
8ix years as chairman,
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Strike in East Tennsssee, Genorsl Buell suggested that his forces
should move on Bowling Green end Nashville and that at the same time
General Halleck,with 20,000 men and the iron-elad flest move up the
Cumberland and Temnessee rivers. GUemeral Halleck d4id not favor
eith;tr plen but wanted the greater part of Busll's ermy placed under
hiz commend so that he would have a force of about 60,000 men for a
movement up the Cumberland Biwzfz Bnmver, without orders from Gene
eral MeClellan, without any arrangements with Genersl Buell for re-
inforeements, and without any plans for a simmlsaneous movement of
Buell's army, on the 30th of January, 1862, he ordered General Grant,

23
with 15,000 men and a fleet of gun~boats, to ecapture Fort Henry.

22+ Matthew Forney Steels, American Campaigns, _;,Q?i,/ S
23. John Codmnn Ropes, The Story of the Clvil War, Part 2, 4.
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CHAPTER TwWO
FORT Hamw, (TBiEsSEK).
On May 10, 1861, Mr. Adma MhymnfﬁWamg Tsham
Gs Harris, of the Stats of Tennessee, bogan siyveys nsay lLover, Ten=
neasee, and under his directlon the water batleries at Fork Donecleon
were locat#d. Shortly afterwerd, anderson and his perty went over
+o the Tennesses Hiver and there loosted the site for the proposed
MW#MMM@W&MMM&M#%M% the
mouth of Sandy M

wus appointed Chief
ingineer of the Airmy of Tembessee ol iay 28 and sssumed chavge of the
construetion of the fortifientions on the Tenmwsses and Cunberland lii=
vers. lnder his direetion Fort lieary wus built five miles further
domn the river than the site wvhich inderson had selected and tesr

3
drimants old landing. dork was begum hy the Tenth Tennessee Reginen

on Friday, June 14, 1881. The ﬁmﬁ g,m was mounted and fired with
blank eartridee on Friday, .m?m

1. DBromfieid i. Ridley, Hatiles Jketches of the irmy of %amam,
65, “Hr. ianderson, at Shat t&m Tecsiver of the mﬁ@ﬂ&lﬁ and
Heutucky railroad, running from Hashville %o Cuthrie, Fy., and uas
one of the ablest and moat widely lmown onglmeers in the South. 4is
chief suginser, ho had located and built under thuwe sepurate cor«
povatisns the eatire line of railroed from Cathixie, Xy., southwardly
to the state line of Alshems, which now forms an important pert of
the Loutaville and Hashville reilvesd Egm’»’;lﬂwaq

2. Ibid., 65. The present name of Standing Stone Creek is Standing
m,mmhimammmmhﬂmﬁammmaxm&
stands naay the bank a fow nilss from the moulh.

3. Ibld., 65.

4. igiﬁ*. gﬁl
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Johnaton seys that, sometime defare Ceneral Dushrod Johnson

locsted the site of Fort Heary, Covernor Harris of Tenuessee sant
General Laniel L. Donelpon %o selest locations for Forts lenry end
Donuzlson. “Ceoneral Lonslscn wished o bulld a fort in  Hentucky, on
better ground; but, under the Governcr's orders, sdopted the site
at Fort Heary s the best in Temnesses near the Sentueky line, and
booguee of the convealence Tor mutunl suppord between it and Fort
lonulison. These looations ave sald %o have besn approved by Cenw
eral Bushrod B, Jobnson, ulsc.”

4t this point it is fitting %o note thal both Forts fenry and
Lonzleon were lafd out and work sterded onu the latier pricr to the
segeding of ihe State of Tewessee Itvom the Unlon. Tenuossee ao~
ceded on June O, 16881, being the lnszt state to sever eonnection with
the Union. This amucemly meeds oxplanation.

The Censral issenbly of Temwessee on January 10, 1Bal, passed s
bill eallisg for an elsciion, %0 be held on Februsry Hth, %o elsct do-
lsgates 0 & Jtate Conwention. The delegutes to the Conwention were
o dedermine whel shwuld be the relation of Tesnessee % the Unlon.
he ssow session of the essemdly, sciing on the recommendstion of Gove
ernor Harris, paseed & L1l to form “all shite male inhabitanis betwean
the sges of efghtesn and forty-fiw into compenies, regiments, Lrig-

8
ades, and divisions,” ete. The ganarel election defented, by =a

Se #illisn Preston Johnaton, The Iife of General ilbert Sidney Johnston,
407.
8 Coodapeed Fudlishing Co., History of Tenmnesses, 515.



® é 1

majority of perhaps 00,000, the attenpt to bold the ccuvention.
“his was considered s great Union vietory.
Imediately after the fall of ot

*s e Seoretary of Har at
vgshington called on Governor Harris for two vegisents of militia
for
g
lowing reply:

smediate soxvies. In reaponss, Covernor MHeyris sent the ful-

Exsputive Departmsnt, Hashville, Tenn.
April 17, l88l.

iashington, De Cs

Your dlepateh of the 15th inst. informing me thet Tenves
xswmmmmmuwmintnwm;amw
is received. Tennossee will not furnish s single man for purs
poses of coersion, but 50,000, if secessary, for the defense of
mﬁmmmezmmmm

Ishem G. Uarris,
Governoy of Tennesses.

Tennoseee for & long tlme duluded herself with the wain bope
that & noutrel position might be poasibls, but that this was aa ime
possibility is shosn by e ister events in Dsutucky. OCovermr iare
ris mas one of the fev who knew that vur was a cerisinty and theve-
fore celled & special seasion of the Geperal Assembly for spril 25,
1881, & secrel segnion wes Mold, and on May 685, ¢ bill wes pesaed
ealling for = referendum to be held June 8th to ratify "4 Deslaration

jenee”, which would dissolve "The Federal mzmzm between |

msuwwwmmmmmmﬁMm“

7« Ibid., s17.
8, Ibid., 620-21. %ext of the irticle Wﬁw the Declarntion.
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e socret seasnion alew emmoted a blll, which made it the duty
of tho GCowo

wor 40 ralse, orgnnlse and equip e provisiomsl foree
of volunbesrs for the dofenss of the Stuve, to oomsist of 55,000 vole
mm*’? The b11l insluded sil the provislons mecoosary for put-
ting an amyy in the field.

3y virtue of the guthority given hiam by s Jolut resolution of
WWMgmmm, iBsl, Cowernor lierris appoiated e
aomsinaion of thres fto trvat with the representaiives of The Confede
orate Glntos of Awricn. 48 a4 result a *"lonvention between the State
of Tennesseo snd the Confedarate ilebss of imerica™ was convmumted.
4 "8litary leagw, offensiwe and defensive” was foroed oz the 7th
&?WWW%&MW&M&W&W%W
m&;ﬁ The vote in the Semate on the adopitlon of ihe lesgue
was: ayes 14, nays §, abasnt and pot woting 5; while in the house
the wto waa: m&,miﬁ,mmmhwwmiﬁ?

iz

othor acta of the Jevorsl isssmbly by 8 wyote of 60,000 ¢ &?,ﬁﬁﬂ.

ibout thrves seoks deflure, MHay 17, the Confedsvesy had spproved

to admit Topmesase ae soon o5 possible, bBut 4% waz the Jlst of July

Pasaed ¥ay 5, 18681. Toxt of srtdcle on thess pugls.
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From the faregoing it will be ssen that the leeders in Tennossee

i thet State to secede and to form ome of the Tirst battle

grounds of the wny and that they tuok steps to protect the State from
invesion. Omeof their steps was the bogimning of Forts lienry and
Uonolson by the provisionsl irmy of Temesses.

The location of Fort lHemry was subject %o puch oritlicism. Some
of the eriticisms are given hore and attention glven to their valide
ity.

BrigndierwCenoral Lloyd Tilghewsn, compmnder ©
it survendered, au;iﬁ in an offielal report, duted Fehruary 18, mﬁﬁ:.

To understand properly the dirficulties of my position 1t is
right thet I should explsin fully the wnfortunmnte lovatlon of Fort
Henry in reference %o resistancs by a small foree against an attesk
by land cowoporating with the guneboats, as well as 1%ts dlsadvant-
agos in oven an ongagement with boats alone. The entire fort, o=
gother with the entrenched camp spoken of, is enfiladed from three
arfaﬂrpexutnmﬁm W&M shore, while three points on the
esntern bank complstely com-and them both, all at easy connon range.
At the sacae time the entrenched cemp, arranged as 1t was in the beet
poasible manner to meet the onee, was two-thirds of 1t complstely
under the contrul of the fire of tie gun~bosts. The history of
military engineering records no perallel to this cass. Folats withe
in & fow miles of 1%, possessing great sdvanteges and fow dlisedvante
eges, were totslly neglected, ané s location fixed upon wilhout cne
redeaning foaturs or filling one of the meny requiresments of & site
for a werk such as Fort lemry. m«m: itsalf was well built; i
was comploted long before I took caswmnd, dut strengthened greatly
by mgeelfl in bullding esbrasures am! epunloments of sand bags. ain
mwm%mtmmmﬁmm in obtalining the o~
vantage of high wnter, as sae tho csap, %o have complete and entire
sontrol of the position.

I aa guilty of no act of injustiee in this frank avowsl of the
opinion entertained by mysel?, as well as by sll other officers who

13. of Con ;.‘;,:
&Vm % 1% %%ﬁ:ﬁ
Hegards.




have become femiliar with the location of Fort Henry; nor do

I deaire the dofeats of loscatlion to have an uniue influence in
direeting public opintén in relation to the battle of the 6th

inatant. The fort was bullt when I took gharge, snd I had no
$imp to bulld anew,

Hilton Ae Heynes, lLisutenant-Colonsl of Artillery, in su 6ffietal
' 14

Tepors, dsted Herch 28, 1882, spid:

Fort Henyy was of nevosalily cospelled $o surrender; if not
to $he gun-boates, certalnly b0 Cenorsl Grant's investing army.
‘The fault was in its looatlion, not in its defendars.

Captain Jease Taylor, C. ii; 4ey who arrived at Fort lienry early
18 o
in Septeamber, 1881, sald:

Arriving at the fort, I wes convinced by a glance et its sur-
roundings that sxtrsordinary bad judgment, or worse, had selested
the site for its ervection. I found it placed on the esst benk of
the rivor, In & bottom commended by high hills srising on either
amatmmm,wﬁﬁhua@ﬁﬁmms This ¢ireum-

srted to the proper militery suthorities of
the ;state at z»mtmm, who replied that the seleviion had been
made by competent engizcers and with referente $o mutual suppord
with Fort Domeleson on the Cumberiand, twelve miles avayi.cese

& recent visit by the suthor to the site of Fort Henmry confirms

the eriticians glven Just above, and the best resson for plasing Fort
s
Henry whore it wes is giwven by Jolmston:

The governing considerations were evidently politiesl rether
than strategie, ond depended more on gsogruphy than topogprsphy.

Reports of defeated officers should be viewsd oritically, but the
facts bear them out that Yort Henry wee untensble both from the waber

and maa‘e. The deslire to mﬂitrawutmm Tenneases Hiver
m&ﬁ 1‘ 147,

4. : Hon ',;._.
15, Datiies sns eedscs of the WL far, 1. 30-360.
18. Johnston, Op. gik., &0n,

S



as meer the Kentusky Line as posaible directed the ehoosing of the
aitafar?m%w;

Though, as mentioned abovs, wor: had been done st Fort Henry
prior to 3%13.3'12, m&,mﬁmw, 1’§'me$&§ into fight-

ing ahape until slmnet the time when the major engagesent took place.

mmammm@mmmmmoxw
lioe 2, vhich included Tennessee, on September 10, m,
Lajor-General Folk. It was under Johnston's orders that Fort tenry
wes completed. On September 15, Uolomel 5. He Johnson, Colomel of
At Port Senry, on Tennesace River, m is & good inelosed
work with bastion !m%s mnnsmg 8 S8~pounders and 2 1lepounde
ers, requiring 1,000 men to men it. |
Sarly 1n Covober, 1861 Ganeral Johnston sent Lisutenant Dizon |

» Peported that:

to examine Forts Henry snd Domelson. e peported that Fort Henry was
20 , ,
almost complete: that it

me bullt, not at the most famle w;t&w, but that 1t wan

s stropg work, ond instead of shendoning it end building at sxother
place, ho advised that %Whﬁmia% snd other works
sopatructed on the high lands just ebove the fort on the opposite

Brigedier-Oemeral Ce F, Smith, Us Ss 4., 18 @ Toport dated Ootober

21
10, 1881, %ells of = trip nede by thw gsun-bost Comes

17. Offislel Resords, Series Series }., & 405,
‘ ;E.’ #33:

£ tho Unica wmam series 1
tm%a gmmimig:

T



neases Hiver to Fort Henmry to iavestisnte the situation there. The
commander of the gm-hout deseribed Ford Henry,

a8 u respentable serthwork, mounting heavy guns, with outmrka,
and a garrison of prodmbly 1,700 to 1,800 men.

dmith, from other information, ostimeted the numbdber of puns as 0
and the muber of the garvison as 2,000, Uolonel 4. Helman, in come
mand at Yort Homyy at the tioe, mentionsd the visit in & report of the

The appesranve of the aun~boat threw a seare over
the garrison, which prepaved to defend i%self. Ihe wessel, however,
aid not oore within renge of the fort's puns and shortly retired.

The following report from Colonel Helmpn $ells of the situation
5
a% Fort Henry in the niddle of Oetober:
FORT HERY, TESES0UF RIVE,
Dotober 18, 1561.

o jor-Conaral Polk:

8IR: I beg leawe o submit the following repory, %o whioh I
wost respectfully eall the pensral's sttention:

Fort Senry iz situated on the east bank of Tennessse Riwr,
amzm&mafwaﬁmmmwmwz&»a@m
on its wostorn oxtension. It is 0 ailas below Denville, where
the tiemphis, loulavills and Nashville Heilroad srosses the Temnesces,
and 80 miles sbove Poduceh. The river st this point is 1,260 feet
wido., It is = bastion fort, incloaing an orea of o little ower O
soros. The ditch surrounding 1t iz 20 feet in width, with an sver~
ape depth of 10 feet, mnking the height of & paysped from the Hot=
ton of the 41%eh atout 18 fest., The line of purapet iz 2,270 fest,

Its sroement oonefets at present of six Sf-pounders, tws 13«
poundera, and one &M«r field pisce.

28, %EE % W. ; by ¥ w lg m‘
23, Ibid., 400-88. == &

S
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mmmmwmuamsmsmmlwmm
island and the bank, shieh Is a &istunee of aboud 1 miles. hould
amwmammmmmmmmmw, this gun
would bave & very uncerdsin ronge.

 The beed of the island is 1; miles from the fort. The island
iz 1 eile in length and sbout 380 feet in width, and is lwevily
tizberet. The charndl fe WO fewt in width. The cshute between
the islaod sud the Hentuaky ahore is ot availsble except the river
is very bigh.

The wailey in which the fort is situsted is parsilsl with the
river, sbout ¥ miles in length and fyem § %o 1; miles in breadth,
&WMW@&%MM%M&%W,MWV&M?

The hills cn the east outlying this wvalley heve a steop aoe
olivity W 2 helghé of 80 to 150 feet in R horisontsl distance of
A0C Teat. These hills are mpume from a dividing »idge distant from
the bdank of the river from 33 to 8 miles., “Thie rides is ebout 350
fest shove Jov weter, and divides the webers of the Tenoessce Irom
thea Curberland River.

The hills of the grestest elewation fronting upon tis river are
south of the fort sbout J miles snd dlstant from the rFiver about 1
mile. Too hills within 1; miles from the fort attsfn the height of
220 foet above the orest of the perupet, hut owimg to the heaviness
of the timbor betwean them sl the fort, they asm be of lidttle ade
vantage o an enemy.

There ia also & ridge sortheest of the fort, sbout 3,000 feet
disten%, with an clevetion of 60 feot sbowe the paympet, which
furnishes s effective banis of opeyantions if the fort should be
astacked by land forees. Frog low-wator smark to hiph-water smark
is about 56 feet; the riss of wnter from an average stape to bigh-
water oork 15 44 feet.

A% bigh steges of the river the water backs wp into Pantier
Creek on the morth and loat Opeek on the south B miles, eud at
this atage the loway part of the fort is not free from over-flow,
belng 7 feet 4 ifnches lower then the highest part. The lesding
mmmummﬁmmmnaaammms&m,
; nily Joosted on the swamits of the ridges, are grave
: erally very good.




Tais 18 the topogruphy srownd the for: on $ho oast bonk
{Yemesses pide) of the river.

On the west benk of the river {Hentusky aide) he valley
mmmwmwmmm,mma@m
from the fort, and to the southwerd enly sbout 12 miles.

The hilis cublying mswmammmﬁwr
at the south only 80 ynwis, just opposite Uw fort only V0
yards, and thenge yveoede w& goreral dstante of 7 %o 1 mile.

The kill abutting on the river on the mouth side of the
fort and on the west bank is distant fyrem the fort 1,500 yards
and &% 170 feet mbove the grest of the pavepel. icroces the sum-
s of this hill rums the dividing line belween Toancsses and
Kontuoky. asbout £ of s »ile north of this hill and bbout )
mile fyom snd impediately opposite the fort, is a hill 250 feet
sbove $ho ovest of the parmpet, from shich a mpur projects to a
distance of 3,000 fest from the fort, wiih su clevation of 8O
foet, mnioch from iis flanking posltion and the pature of the
ground, may be easily fortified.

Theae hilly I consider the really dasngerous points, and
proper batterios pleced on them will certainly covsand the fort.

Shonld the smmmy sttenpt an invasion of the State by aseenddng
simaltancously the Cuxborlend and Tennessee Hivers with & lsres
foree, these points, being within 20 miles of the railrced lead-
mmwmnsmammwm,mmmmﬁ
by our tvoops in opder 0 maintein our position heve.

I have st preczent for the defenme of this foxd ny ocwn regiment
sith an agcregate of 6520, Captaln Taylor*s compeny of artlillery,
with an agevesmte of 50 men. I bhave »epestedly veguosted thnt
mwarwnmmmmwsmmw In
its present condition there are not men enougk $o work all the
gams ot the same iime and o properly am the fort. Four 18-
pounders are neecsery in sddition to guns noy bere, particularly
4F ve hawe to defond 1t agninst the lend fovus.

ihethey & gun-~bont San pass Fort Hsnry depends gresilly upon the
sicill and sfficistey of our guuners. 4 boad ooming within the
range of aur guns 1 miles below the fors will get out of thelr
range as S0On 55 it passes the ford, a5 nono of our guns have &
rangs up the river; their range, too, is wnreasomably short for
S2epounders, vhich sust be caused by infsriority of ponder, and




pertisps by the bealls having ‘oo maxch wialage.

If the enemy's gun~boats should sustecd in pessing Fort Hemry,
mm*mmnmmwmm, end theye is nothing
to provent ¢ destruetion of the r=ildoed bridpe.

mxmmmwmmm&mwmmwm
wiispensable necoasity of heviag a company of eavalry st thia
post *w%ym&fami& ting with the yuilvosd end telo-
@reph ab Danvills, $6 oot s pickeds end scoute in every direstion
Iron Ford Henwy, Shat we say be sppzaised Ly (e enemy's epprosch
eitiwr by land or weter, and %o communlante between this post and
Port Doneisolie

& o * H » * .

Yary respectfully, your Mn& W,

Bow mt M
%mit Lrrgaarting

TR oI

iﬁ&m%%mm'm’&mﬁmw
ovdered Conursl Folk as follows:2¢

impton directs e Yo say be wishes you to kesp
-3 W m m m “u gim‘ if mbiﬁ’ Mf?
oppostite Fort Henay, %Wﬁtmhamﬁmmwm
W.» It oxn be beld with part of the garrison of Houry,
Ilevtenant Dixon, o is fesiliar with thoe countyy, will be
@mwmmmmmim o tise should be loat.

- * % s % % ®

a8 8o0a B8 you are able incresse the forcs at Ford Hemry sad
the point opposite.

The position opposite Fort Heary wes christensd Ford Helmen in
maztmmmmi%wmmwmw. although
the importante of maintaininsg fortifienticn opposile Fort Henry was
voealizad, the sork progressed slowly. The worls there were otapela-.
$ively M@siﬁm‘k and played no part in the defense of Foard er™y.

24, Ww 1,@,%1,




Ge 4o Henry, on Hovember l, 1861, visited the fort nsmed in

his honor end reported to Canernl Johnaton

*Fort Henry is in o fine condition for o defense, the m
admirably done, o8 Hajor Gilmer thinke and the firet regiment
under Colonsl Helman, the Tenth Temnnessee, mmzxmwm
in servicel

On Hovepher B8%h, 1861, Cenoral C. F, Salth, in an official

ropors, deseribed Fort Henry, saylng that of the wrks on the Tone
20
passee snd Cumberlasnd Bivers:

The more impordant is Fort Henry, 71 miles up the Tenneasso
Juast ot the State Line, It is o strong earth work, on the weter
front, but not mearly so strong on the lend side. It has three
24 or 32 pounders, one or twd S«<inch columbilads, and ¥ remsinder
of the field pguns, in sll from 14 o 18; Lts gerrison waa two
weoks sinoe 1,200, They have been under apprehension of attack
from here Paducah for the pest two weeka.

Some 8 miles above Fort Hemyy the enemy had been for the past
mmwswmﬁwrmummmm
gansboats. This fort ie an ohatacle to owr gun-boats provesding
t0 ook after such worlk,

I sont an intelligent porson to ace vhat progress bad been
made on these gun-bomts, bul he was ceptured. It is my only
weak point {this river), made s0 by the ume of gun-boats.

The iUnton gererals wers serly swere of the ifmportence of taking
both forts Henry and Donelson asnd wore resmthably well informed of
the situation at ench.
at olusbus and Hopkinaville, Kemtueky, was on Hovember 17, 1861, told

R, Who had been placed in comumnd
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secasBpair to the Cusberland, snd sscume comuand of Forts
Donelson end Henry and thelr defenses snd the defenses of the
intermedinte country. You will push forsard the completion
of the works and thelr ermement with the utmost aotivity ceoes

Just after Tilghmen scsuwd command of Forts lienry ani [onelw
- 28
son, Gemeral Jolmaton on November 2lst ordered:
lieutenant Dizon to jay out a fleld-work on the comand
ground opposite Forts Henrys mﬁm%%h&wmmg
that, "these sorks should mot be stopped.”
He urged that the work be pushed to completion.
tiorthern slabama, snd ississippl. This faot was not sppreciated

by the inhabit:nts of these regions, for to them the war was something

resnte and unfelt. In apite of apeals from the suthorities of Tenw
nessee snd ilabams for slave labor to complete the fortifications,
whilch would protect theae states from en invesion by & gun-boat fleek,
the »esponse was moager. Five thousand labovers were meeded, and
only 200 were sotured. It wes early ia Jemuary, 1868, when an ine

The spathy of this seetion wae also 1llustreted by the falluwre
to construet & fleot to contest the control of the Tennessee River. i
feeble attempt was made, as above atated, %o comsirust gun-boats, but
they wers started too late and never complated.

The intereat of the FPederals in Fort lenry was egnin demonstrated
on January 7¢h, 1662, when the Concatogn went up the Temesseo to the
roported the river

Tennessee State Idne. At thed time the comaandex

g8, Johnston, Ope ﬁ&a « 2416,
E‘bﬁ‘ Ibéél'
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tc be at such a low stage as to be berely sufficient to float

his bose$, which drew five foet and four fnehes, le also atated,

@mmxm:eamaimammmmmm.?
mmmWWmemwmafwmm

at Yort lenry, at a distance of 2 miles, ol thout mﬁl
nsmuwgm*smmmmmﬁmumwa

enamy, the construotion of Fort Heiman lam fion. James L. Saunde

ars wrote to Uclomel éﬁmﬁr&, aide %o Gencral Eahaaﬁan. on Januery

17, 1862, as follows:

iwille, Januavry 17, 1848.
Dear Sif:

1 mn just starting for FPort Helfman, opposite Fort lenry,
where I have besn for some $ime. I sas sent for memmition and
aquipments {shich I heve obtained), se none of the officers esuld
%Wn

We oarried a large negro fovee down. They have literally

done mothing, for want of the entrenchments being laid off reedy to

cormence WOIR 8 %00n es the sheliers were made. then the engi-
near, Captain Uayden, was urged to his work, the answer was that
General Tilghman on the 34 or 4% of Jammry, advising him that
laborers were then in trensitu from North ilabemm. The genersl
m%?m%y@mnaﬁMﬁm,mzhn.
mamm;nmnﬂwsammm@mmmmm
ontemplated by Cspiain Dixon and every Zeneral sho knows
wmmarmmuiwatmm 413 414 conpwur in the
@M@ thata r@mwwwmmmummqﬁmt

m. Officlsl &( Huvies) & ml, 485l ,
31, %&. 507,

32, Ibid., 425-4.




1000 & moment. tovk all night.

4 few days later he wired Fope telling him to “urge upon Cener-
al Tilghman the necessity of Lmwediste attentdon to the disoiplime
and instrustion of hls ecmend®. 4 similar wire went to Tilgimen
on Jamuary m? This was alftor the defpat nt M1l %‘awim.%ma

Johnaton was spyrehensive of & center attack on his main frent,

Johnston was corzect in his ssswption that sn aitack would be
mede. Crent had, as sarly as Jomsry 0th, saked permissicn of Halleek,

wio was the commanding Wml of the ivmy of the Sest and Urant's sup-

@ﬁw,mm%ﬂm mmm@mmmmm
50,000 men to asccamplish the mrMaﬁ_ Op Junuary 28, Grent wimﬁ

Helleck that, "uith pewmission, I will take Ford flenry, on the Tennessee
as

snd establish and bold a camp theve”. ‘The ssme dey, Flag- Ufficer

Footo, in eoms

¥ of the Zestern flset, ssnt & similar dispsteh support~
50
ing Grant in hie desive to take Sort lHenry. Un Jasusry 30th, Halleok
40
4 from Calro againet Foyt Henry. Tor

two weeks prior to this time Tiighwen fenred san atteck on Fort liemyy

33, Jbhid., 426.
34. Ibid.

S04 :
36.
37.
6.
X

40,




beaause of repirta which informed him that s part of Cenernl amith's
forces wore in the nelghtorhood. imith's soouts ssoured valumble
information about the defenses of Henry and cawsed T{lghman to hasten
his preparations for sn attaeck. The fears of Johnston were thus
realized snd the loostlon of Fort ienry, the tardy preperation for doe
fonse, the rising of the river due %o the heavy rains, ae well as the
dotloieonoy in avane
results. Fort Henry was doooed.

mt and muwber of the defenders, predetermined the

Grant hed 17,000 troops at Ceiro and on February 2nd samt half of |
then up the Temmeases River under Cencrsl HeClornand, sccompanied by
saven gun~boats under Fleg-Officer Foote. Two days later YeClernand
dtsenbarked four miles below Fort Henry snd nemed his encarpment

fnlleek,. OCrant srrived the same day with a portion of his cosand,
having left C. F. Smith with a division at Peduosh. Camp iiplleck wan

ebout efight land miles fras For: lenry, so Crent atiempted to move his
tm&ammr@Mﬁmm@m&mmmaaMw that they
mugt mavreh. 4 shod from & long yange guan sent the {ransports back %o
their original position. Crent then went to Padugsh to bring up Smithis

wag nasigned to the left {west] bank with orders to take Fort Holman.

nen,

Grant, with the resginder of his amay, was o atteck Fort Henry &t 11:00
: : 41
A» Ue 0B the 8%, 1o conjuneiicon with e mun-bonta.

41, Grent, gp. git., 288-91.
Johnaton, ﬁn mn; AEPwE,
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The Unlon aysy wee optimistic in reserd %o vietory, snd it hed a
right %o be. (rmat's foree of 17,000 offective mep was slone sufe
ficlent to tale the fort, either by assenlt or sisge. In addition,
Foota's fleet, oscasisting of four nev iron-plsted gon~bosts and three
ol woden gun-bonts, mounting in all 61 gnos, could be gownted on to
bo of great ssuitance in the reduwiion of the fort.

To meet the Federal fores, Generel Tllghmen hed a much smaller
muber of twoops, mmwmmmmtug,mﬁmm

45
anothor as 2,7054.

at of the Fort the Confederates had yet
other meena of dofense of which 1ittle i» known, snd wmhich were more
fnteresting from their uniquenses than for their effectivensas.  Ome
of thess wers torpedoves, {(more sorreetly cslled mines) which were plac-
ed im the Fiver. sood desorides this danger ns tollomss

amm&tb, W&&rﬁm, ﬁmmwa—m&a ssens
*WMWW&M%W!MWW
the flotilla, whioch hed ell it could 4o to keep station, oven
with double suchors down snd full stoss . up. Next morning & new
danger sppeaved in the sheps of what looksd lllke o school of dead
pozpolises. These wore Confederate torpesdoes, wsshed fyom their
moorings. 48 it wes pow bLroed daylishs they were sll sucesesfully
avoided; and the ovems felt ae if they had woR the first roumd.

The Union 6fficers mere amard of the existence of the torpedoes

bofore the sattack, for Lieulesant Phelps of the Cones
‘ 485
in a roport of Jonuaxry 2lst and thought thet they were wmorked by

“mm mmv from the shove.
i Regords, Series 1, 7, ld0-and 145,

oge refers to them




THE PRONGED TORPEDU

Consisted of a stout sheet iron cylinder, pointed at both ends,
about five snd a half feel long and one foot in diameter. The iron
lever was three and a half feet long, and armed with prongs to catch
in the bottom of the boat. This lever was constructed to move ihe
iron-rod on inside of cylinder, thus acting upon the trigger of the
loek %o explode the cap and fire the powder. The machine was anchored,
presenting the pronge in such a way that boats going down sitream should
slide over them, but those coming up should catech.

A «~ ironerod armed with prongs to fasten upon bottom of boats
going up stream and act upon. B = A lever connected with trigger to
explode a cap and ignite powder. C - canvass fillled with seventy
pounds of powder. D - anchors to hold torpedoes in place.

The torpedo shown above was of the type probably used at Fort
Henry. Confederate torpedoes destroyed or seriously injured forty
Federal vessels Quring the war,but none of the torpedoes placed in
the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers were effective. Twelve torpedoes
were sunk in the chute, at the foot of Panther Island.

1. Illustration end explanatory matter tskenr from The Confederate
Soldier in the Civil War, sdited by Ben LaBree, 439.
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he rising water not only washed tho torpsdoss umay and reliev-
s flotillas of thatl dapgor bt ectually threadened the fors. The

waber atood two foot deap in the lower =m
45

attaoked and was stoedlly rising. Io vepard to the water Tilghman
47

snid oftor the fort swrrendersd:

gneing vhen the ford mus

The elaments wveon vere agslrst us, and Lnd the eneny delsyed
his attack a fow days, with the river plaing, one third of the
sntire fortifications {already affeoted by i%) would heve been
woaied oway, while the remmining portion of the vorks would have
boen untenable by reason of the depth of vater over the whole
interior portion.

A desp moat completely mrrounded Fort Feory on the lend side

ngthened ito defonnos agsiost an atéack in that gquarter, The

only means of ingress and sgress was by using s drow-bridge. In

this respeet Fort Henry was defended simlilarly to & medisewnl castle.
scoounts of the mmber snd disposition of the guns in Ford Hemyy

vary s pugh as the sooounts glving the muher of the garrison. It

scams ssfe to conelude, howewsr, that soventeen gms were

wmm&aemaf%mmmmmf& 0f these sloven,

one 10-inch colubind and & twenty-four-pounder rifled gun were the only
boats. Two fortye
teo-pounders, poorly suwplied with ssmmition, snd sev¥en ssooth bore |

twe wiich wore sffsctive against e ivon-olad g

Gepounders completed the armmment on the river side. |
On the moradng of the 4%h, General Tilghaan, wsho wee et Fort Done
elson, heard the exehang

e of ihot senticned sbowe sl returoed o Fort

47. Inid., 551.
43, Tee Mppendix,IV, TABIE TWO.
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sied by Glloer, The Otk and the morming of the 6th

were spent in preparation for the attesk.

4% 11 o'eloek on the morning of the Gth the fleet started to-
wards Yort Ueary. The four iron-clads were sbresst, Tollowed by
tiwee wooden veasels at »n short dlstunce.

Flag-Oftiser ¥oole says that tho attuck bogen at L‘Es&? and Gene
ersl Tllgheen says that 1t began at precissly usﬁ? Tilghuan says
the sonflict lested tvo hours and ten minutes, a@sﬁizﬁg at lz%?x while
Foota puts the time ot one howr sud fifteon W:a
mede more than 60 fim Rits on.the flset. The Bd~pounder vifled
o burst et wasﬁf&m the oolunbiad was silenced shortly sfterward
bocsuse a priming wire bocams ,}mﬂinwmét i fow minutes la-
tar another gun oxploded, snd three guns were out of ocmisslon from
that cause. The dB8~pounders wers sileat from lack of mwunition, the
So-pounders were ineffective, and only four guns were manned at the
glose of the battle. Ceneral Tilghman hed beld only sufficient men
in the Yort to rman bis guna, huving dselded that his smell fores could
oot succeasfully defend the Fort sgalnst s lsnd attack, and had saused
the majority of his ocmmend to retreat %o Fort onslsOn.

th only four puns really serviceable end with his men eo badly

roduced that he could not well have sorked a greater mxber, Cemefal

4. ﬁw% fesords (Nevies), Series 1, 28, S07.
mb gkiélj : * '

51l Ibid., 550.

S2e 1bid., 538.

$3. 1Ibid,, 558, 568, bLwvery man &t tho plece was disabled,
5¢. Ibid., 5ig, 568.




Tilggman ralscd the white flag just before two o'clock. e surrende

ered twolve officers, siztye-six noncommi

and aixteen meu ofi the bospital bout Patton.

56
The total casunlties es reported by Tilghman werae:

¥illed by the enemy, 2; wounded by the enemy {ope since
dead}, 3; wounded slightly by the epemy, 2; Ekilled by premsture
explosion, 2; wounded aseriously by premature explosion, 1; sliight-
1y wourded, l; tesporarily disabled by exploalon of rifled gun, 5.
Unking a total killed, §; seriously wounded, 3; slighily wounded,
3; dilsabled, ©; missing, 5. Total cssualties, 21.

Total cssualties of the enemy were staled in ny presance the
following movning 0 D8 73 cseee

The enemy reported the nuxher of shols that struok their vege
sels to have Heon 74 eevse

The Federal cnsualtles were sboul mﬁsoeight, asooPding 1o roe
ports of the commmnders of the Federal haa%ﬁ? Liost of their casual-
ties resulted whon a shot fram the Fort plerced a boller on the Lssex,
scaldiug a large mumber of men.

After the fall of Fort Uenry, Grant srrived on the scene, too
lats to sasist the fleet in the reduction of the fort. Sone of o~
vlernand’s eavalyy pursued the retrostling troops and seoured six pleces
of artillery, thirty-eight prisoners, and killed ome m? the remuine
dey of the troops reached Fort Donelson safely. ledman and Cllmer also
saeaped to Jonelsdn.

‘The three sooden gun-bouts, after Fort Honry surrendered, proceed-
od up the Tennessee River, reaching the railroad bridge at Danville
Juet after durk. 4% Denville the Confederste pickets destroyed three

85, Ibid., 581. 4 totsl of 94.

66. mg« vy D60,

5%7. ee Appendix,ITII, TABLE ORE.

8., Cffloiel Records, series 1, 7, 120.
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steaners to prevent their capture and destroyed part of the retlirosd.
The bridge at Danville was burned by the Carondelst on the "t‘th. At
Cerro Cordo (Hardin County, Tennessee) the fleet captured the iast
Boxt, s half cagpletod Confederate gun~bost, end at Chickssew {(U{ssipe
sippl) took the iusele and the sallle iood. The flset proceeded as

more steaners wore burned by the Confederatss to prevent capture. The
floet retwned to Paducah with the Zastport aml sell e :ood in tow,
the Juscls baving been abandoned owing to Loaks.

The commander of the expedition reported a strong .mion sentiment
in the territory traversed, six boals burned by the Confederates to PP
vent copture, snd two boats and s quentity of stores tskem. The fleot
then prepared to go up the Cumberland to attack Fort Donelaon.

sfter the Federal vietory st Fort lsnry, Fort isimsn {Zentucky)

Was renamed Fort Foote in homor of the Fleg~Officer in commend of the

‘ 80
ihilon flotillsa. This position was not fortified by the Federal troops

|
|
|
|
far as ?m. aAlabana, arriving there on February Sth, where three
and vas several times In possession of amall bodies of Confederste
foroes, |

The Unlon victary greatly ennourag

od the Horth. Ilieutenant ise
' 41
of the United .tates Hamy, in a congratulstory letter to Foote said:

%@ all went w114 over your suscsss, not ummixed with envy, when
the news enms of thw reduction of Fort Hemry. Usols ibe was Jjoy-
ful, and sald everything of the navy boys end spoke of you seene

The vietory at Fort lenry had seaned B0 casy thet Crant proposed

to move oa Fort lonclson snd tale it on the 8th. Bad ronds and mm&
5. Offielal Records, (lavies), Series i, Do B7i~d.

30. Ibid., Dad.
61, vy D40,

Ibi
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for the gun-boats t0 go around to the new objective dslayed kinm, =nd
it was the 12th before his columns moved toward ﬁmxm?a

General lew Wellace, who had been left st Forts Henry with 8,500
men, was on the 13th ordered to bring his man over to Ford Donsluon.
e arrived at Fort Donelson about noon on the lﬁhfa

MW@W%MW&%&W?MMMqu~
manently. To that end he ordersd sleves to be lupreused to work on
the foritfications end seat shovels down on the 3&1:‘

From this dste, until ¢the closes of the war, the msierial relst-
ing to Forts lHenry and Holman is fragmentary. But they scem $o bave
been held by the Federal troops

for the majority of ithe tioe, sz?ﬂ}.‘
the vlotory st Donelson a large portiosn of the Unlon troops returned
%o Henry, for seversl reports fram officers in regerd %o the battle
wore written frog ﬁmryi& and otheys from Fort z%m::é ‘These Yoports
indisate that Fort Henry wes Headquarters of the 34 Division, Depart~
meny of Yest Temessce, with Captaln Fred Inefler as assistant idjut-
ant~General. |

Until January 25, 1863, Forts ienry and Donelson belonged to Gen-
#ral Grant's command, perhaps o honor hism, for b was too buay at
other points t0 notice thess saall mf? (n tbat date Halleck Srans-
ferred Henry wnd Uonelson to the Jepartoent of the Cuberland, Majore

82, z ,@. ©ik., 1, 96,
i} Hecords, Serles 1, 7, 134.

83 m Bp. git., };, 98.
foiﬁal Hawgords, Series 1,

£% w, 4088,
34, "u 1o %maa, Series 1, 7, 505-8.
85, 1Ibid., 243, 246, 24D, B49, E5E.
5’5’ %Et’ mg m‘ %Q
67. Offisiel Reeords, Series 1, 23, Purt 2, 9

806
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Ceneral Roseerans in command, with hesdquarters at liurfreesborough.

Fort linimmn was considered an appendage of Furt Hemry, and V. Ve

iowe, Colonel-Comwmnding of the United States forces at Farts tonry,
Domsélson, and lsiman, asked that Fort feimen be teunsferred also, so
as to wify his oonmand and W&MM&::Q Pexrt Helmmn

weR, G-

sumsbly, lowe's hesdvusrscrs, and on February 4th his reguest waas
% .
granted.  Doth the tronafer of ieimen end 2,000 troops from the Dow

partnent of the Tenneasee med with protest from Genersl asboth, of
1
the Jistriet of C lunbus, but without awail. Ths return of the De-

partaent of the ‘unberiand, for %hnmrr i858, showed Ww

5,000 men at Forts Helwen, Heary, sad Donelson under Colonel im.
%e Po Lyon, cummander at Fors Henry, on Hareh 3, reported that

the fort waz cofered with walsr and untenabdle for his 900 or 800

ng Fort Henry and aleo Fort Helman must have besn evacuated

at this time, for {he next report mentioning either seys thet Genere |

al ishoth re-~cecupled Fort Halman on Havch l4th; Laving to throw a

fow shells at the place to dlalodpe s smmll bhody of Confedsrste troups.

s800th ieft tewo pivces of artillery, two companies of cawalry, the 34

iinnesota end the 111ih Iliincles Volunteers as & gerrison upder Colonel

(figge; ahd proceeded wp the ﬁmf‘ ‘
fort Helmmn woa held for only a short time, for on Mareh 31, Gene |

mmamxtwemmwmmmm Grant's de-

M‘;; aup 11»

1 ot &7.

m' I}? ‘ﬁQ’ 43

?1& ‘MO; &; ﬁﬁ.
72. JIbld., 93.

?3' iﬁ», 193;

Fhe I Ibig., 180, 18l.

o
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75
periment. 4% the same time Fort Helmep was evideutly placed in

the Distrist of Colwmbua, for the next Setuxn from that distriet
{Hue 30, 1883) shows 235 cavalrymen there, with Lisutsnant-Colonel

75
Henry commanding. Bebel forces threstened Tort Helmen soversl

times during the month but pede no stisck, and Moseerans 814 not
consider “ite ceoupation an very
Un July 14, Cenerel Pillow was reported o be tigeatening +<aris

and Fort leimen with 6,000 men, sand Liesutenunt-Colonel Blsck, command-

ing at Helman, muz ordered to withdraw to Veduosh i1f the report were
%
YU, ﬁmmm@amrmm%m%mwmwmm

&t Helmmu to Pedugah, and dofenaive prparationa wexs made for s Donfede
e

erate attack on the latter Pines. {n the 17th the forces from Uelmen
a0 ,
reached Paduosh. Iater iaformation sihowed that Pilllow had never besn

in Yest Tenneassee, but that Forrest npd Biffle with sbout 600 sen wvore
81
in the Pegion. To meet this thrent a force was send slong the Tennes-
3;5

see River from 7aduoal %o provent rebel foroes oucupying lelamn.

On august 6th "2 domen rebel gmauga“ captured the telegreph
oparator and line repalrer at Ford ﬁmﬁs

o other information iz awailahle in regard to this meglon uniil
the full of 1854, when Forvest made his fasous or infamous raid {depende
ing on the polnt of view at the time) into Sest Tenmnesses. Forrest

appeared at Fort lelman on Cotober 28 and captured the stessbosd Liszepps
5. “‘gﬁﬁ,, 108, -

%Q g ] W&
W; ' T N 3 431' 43"
m' J * o ‘532’ m‘ 553’

79, Ibid., 557, 538,
80. Ibid., D4l, 4.
81, ibid., 546

82, Ibld., 549, L00, 558, 550.

83, 1bld., 995.



and a barge lomded with quartermaster’s snd subsistence stores.
“ho cargo was remowed and the boat and barge bumﬁ?g Batteries
wore then placed at felman and et Parls landing four niles above,
“n uctober 30th the gun~boet 55 (also known as the Undine) and
and Venus ot betwean the two butteries

the steamboats
cad ware taken by Forrest, The crews of the latter ten were cape
tured, and the Undime and Venus were used by the Confederutes neer
Johnsonville but wers retaken within a woeok by the E‘wiemlf% The
property destroysd and csptured by Forrest on the Tennesses was ogbie
mated hy the Federals at %,m,m.&

Buford, iLyon, sad Chalmers co-cporsied with Forveed in this reid,
and the oombined foroe constituted a groat nensce to the scatiored
Yoderanl foress., Forrsst, in his report, maid that he lost 2 killed,
and 9 wounded and thousht thet the cpemy losses would mudber 00 kilil-
ed, wunded and prischoys. e alsv steted that be bad in s period of
two wooks captured end ém‘;m:@éf? ‘

4 gunebonta, 14 $ransporis, EO barges, 26 plecea of sriillery,
6,700,000, worth of property apd 1li0 prisonsrs. Irigedier-len-

eral Buford after supplying his own comusnd, Surned over to ny ‘
chief guartermneter, aboat 9,000 pairs of shoes and 1,000 blanikets.

After this raid Forrest withdrew 30 Mississiopl end in a8 fow more
8
moinbhe leild down his sres in cest Alabspm. sfter his withdrossl no

Sonfederate foroe ovey occupiad or threatsned either Holman or Henry.

84. Offieinl Hiecords, serles 1, 39, Part 1, 880, B63.

g&}ﬂ I%&t’ 8&, 8&1’ 8@4.

86, XBM., 8668,

8%, 1bid., 571.
Thomes Jordas and J. Pe iryor, Ihe Campaigne of ideut. Gen. s Be
Forress, 560 - G60U. '



Of Ueiman searccely a trace romeins, but Henry is to this doy
remariably preserved, despite the ravnges of time sand the overflows
of the Tennessec. here onve Geneyel Tilgiwen made his gallsnt
stand for two bours sgalnst the guns of the Federal fleet, now guiet
reigns. 4 sell farmmhouse sbands inside the boundaries of the
foart, pige find delight in the water of the moat, and ¢ows graze
along the rifle-pits. The Teasnsssee flows pescefully by, and secw
tionnl strife and hutred scam far removed
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CHAPTER TURE
FORT kaoslatl, (T wz,},

Comand of the Cumberlend Hiver meoent eontrol of the Cwderlund Valley
and all of north ¥iddls Tenmwsscee. The sutiorities of lennsssee eorly resl-
ized the necsssity of defending this region throush whieh the Teunssses and
Curborland rivers floved. Like Hentucky, Termesses desired 10 rus:in pou-
tral in the oivil confliet, ths:figh there werc strong indlestions that the

Stase mould Join the ?&ﬁmﬁﬁsﬁ?" srioy o the seosssion of tis Utate from

the Union, constrmwtion on the MLréresses on the m Tivers vas bOopun. the
deaire to pluce the forts as ceur the Esntusky Lin; s possible, and st the
sre ti0e elose %o esch other, outweighed strustegionl consider:tions in the
locations of Foris jenry u«nd onelson. This was later tho cnuse of nuch
eritician of the sites chosen. It wue bellieved that tiese norks could uuéw
cesafully repel :ny stierpts by the Unlon gun~bosts o penetrcts this terri-
tory. ‘The fort on the Cwdberlond fiver would slso susure the protection of
tue reilrosd bridges ut Clarksville and Noatville. |

The site f Fort Dopsison vas selsgted by . sdne ::;zﬁarmi on Bay 10,
1881, sad she water-botilerles nere loeated. This site vun spproved by Cene

&
gr:l Donlel . Logelson, for vhos the fort wus no

51

Genersl) Dushrod fe. Johnson.

sed, ond by Uajor {aftersards

Fort onelson was iocsted on the southwest bunk of the Curberland River,
aprroxirutely ten miles south of the Fentusky iLine and ots mile northwest of

the v dnagze of Dover. It sus twelve miles ecet of Fort | Heary ond sas connest-
1. Vme % 14«%.

2. 4ilimm rFreston Johaston, The Lifo of Cemersl albert Sidmey Johnston, 407.
4, dJohnston, Upe Sit., 407.

S Ibid,..
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ad with that Pfort by two rosds. Uwing to thsiy locations the forts
were able to render mutusl assistanco.

4 more advanbageous Joeation for the two forts might bhave boen sele
edted at & placo where the Tonesses asd Guberland rivers flowed within
three niles of eanch &ﬁmﬁ This s1te was about 35 miles north of where
the two river defenscs wers establim It mas moar the mouthe of the
rivers and not far from Peduceh and imithland on the Tennessee and Cumbers
land, respectively. & garriscn stationed at this place might have beld
the Unlon forces in check Indefinitely. "his site, however, wss in len~
tucky, and politiesl considerstions were the degiding fuctors in not nake
nding position. 2 pollioy of respect for Zentucky's
neulrality mas adppted Ly Tennesses in the hope that this border State

ing uee of this comm

would ally berself wiih the ouuse of the Confederaoy. Hentueky's neutralie
ty wss disregarded early in September wbon Genmeral Polk, Confedercie Come
mander in Cest Tennesses, ooeupled ﬁn}.m on Septesber 7. ibout the sune
tiwe, Seplerber 6, Gemeral Crant asized maam with his Union troops. Shorte
1y after this, Septexber 18, Geperal Duckner mowed his Confederate troops
federaey in ectublish~

into Dowling Creen. This wes the strutegy of the Con
7

ing ite first lines of defense. .t that time these lines extended from

sonmmm;mmmmmw%mwmwmm

to Cumberiand Cep.

~ﬁc Ehmw, mc
7. Yide supra, 8. ies map, preceding page 2.
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Fort Doneleon covered about 15 aoves, It was Bulld on the orosd of

a ridge, shout 2 hundved feet above the Rewsl of the river. It encireled
a Tavine on thres sides, end there was & differescs of seventy-five fest
between the head of the ravins and the lowest polnt in the fort, where the
ravioe opened out into Indlan Cresk Valley. 7The garrison was gusrtered
iz 65 log cabine bullt on the nowth slope of the ravine. They wers well
protescted from the slew of the snexy as well as his five. Colorsl ilage
Cavoek, of Colomel leiman's Tenth Tennesses Regiment, wes in charge of the
work of hrowing wp the sarthworks of the fort.

The Fister snd Spring reine douse the Cumberland Liver to overflow
and push its waters up the wlleys of ite tributarisas. This condition
preveiled during the siege of Fort Donslson. (@ the wost, Hickmn Creek
W%%ﬂ%ma&m&ti&mtmﬁwm;mm,m
and lick oresks served the same purposs. Indian Crack, however, separated
the Fort from Dover and limited the mowoments of YWwoops in thet region.

To prowids grester sscurity to the furt on the lexde-slide and o protect
the village of Dower, the supply depols, and the lines of commmication,
repulnr ridges. These Intronolments or rifle-pits sxtended in the form of

oubeay works were bullit. These ssve a serivs of

en are for three milss and were approximatoly a mile:from the river at the

farthest point,

Be 09f. Jafforson m‘; ﬁ
catas sboat 100 acres, mﬁ%
mmmemmWﬁWMmem@w@mmﬁu,
insmuch s the fort, ineluding the water-batteries, contelns only 18.9
aorea; aoccording to the dceds in the Stowart County RBeglster's office at
Dover, TORNSS5G8.




he growsd inside and outside this intromched line was very lroken
sndl heavily wooded, éamgis wes mede all along thiz outer lins. avound
the fort was a alope, W&ma@%&gm%wi&m%%m The ex-
tenaion of the outlying works made this abatia & serious cbsiscle, for it
hindered the operations of the Confsderates within their omn lines. Deyond
the outer 1ines wore meny ravines, with & general direotion perpsndiculsy
to the river. This rugped Serraln made the southwerd area sulfiveprnble
I% offered great dlfficulties to

the free movensnt and mensuver of trcops.

nrtillery anf cavalry. But field battories, once established, found & natuw
rel cumouflage, snd redans on the high ridges owerlocking the wvalleys could be
ussd for effective enfilading. It provided exoollent oover for sharpshoot-
ers, |

Two water-batiszios were esiablished Just below the ot so o8 to command
the river spprosch three miles downstreanm. Had any other ﬂiii possessod ad-
vanteges over Fort Sopslsen in the way of lend defemse, it s doubtful

ohwsthor it would haws been es ztrong on the water-aide, Selection on thia
latter baeis i» justifisble, as subsequent events proved.  Ihe batbteries
ware stromgly protected, for earthuorkes imd besn thrown up for thep on the
sido of the blufl, sbout thirty foet sabove the river. vith thelr commanding
position and range of Tire on the grest bend, it was bolieved that thoy were
much batisr eble to resist o nawel aifack than Fort Hemry.

On July 1, 1881, Fort Donelson sas very poorly fortified, and only a
mm:mmmm. soveral vegiments were statloned at oy

O mwaummmwmummmmmaa:mrwwam
piasing then in mach & way that thelir tops lay cutwsrd. The ssaller byenches
were cobt off, and the llsbs were interlaced and polnted. A charge over these
apd onto the trenches would involve great danger frum the snamy Tire.




saar Clarksville, sboul forty wnilass sway by river, where they could be
red o Fortd Donelson on shoyt sotice.

ihoud sugust 1, Colonel Helmen ssmmwd comsamsd of Forts Henwy end
Denelson. Very 1ittle sonsiruct

ive work was sccomplishied us the duty
of the few troops thowe mas to seime sll contwebend property being trans-
powted down the Tiver.

{m the 17%h of saptember, Cewerel Jolmston direoted Lisuterant Dizon
“¢0 report at Fort Domsloon for enginesy Guly eesse FProm this $#ios these

sea never seased 0 be tho subject of extreme soliektule to Gemersl
Johnaton.®

On the 8th of Uetcber, Colomel Mackall, issiastent sdjutanteCenersl,

v 10
wmnte o Cenoral Polls

Censral Jolmston divects you 1o sand Lisutenant Dizon o Ford Donsle
son, Cumbsrisnd River, iastently, ILicutenant Dixon was engaged cloe-
shere st this timw with orders to mowunt the guns at tat pisce for the
éefense »f the river.

ss Colonel LacGevook's szmwmm«mwmzh
self in resdiness 1o move, you will detuch him Irom the regiaey
order him to remain in vigllant command of Fort Domelson.
iz
Ge 4o Henry sdvised Gemoral Jolmston on Cotobar 16:

Covernor Harris has sent, oy ruther ordered, to-day, one eompany of
artillary to Fort Domelson. Cannod ome regiment be ordered there from
Hopkinsville ifmwdiately? The Matange is only 30 miles, over & turn-
plios moet of the wvay and a good dirt rosd the balsnes. It seoma %o 2@
there {8 0o pert of the whole west so exposed as the valley of the Cune-
berient.enes

pizon has not yet had time to mount his 32-pounder guns, noy bas the
sriillery cospany oxdered from here loft Hashville. I suppose 1% ney
roach Foxt Donelacn Gomorrod nlghlesess

1. E% Begords, Series 1, 4, 44°.
11. ZIbigd., 453.
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On Getober 17, Colonel Hecleveck, et Fort Donelson, advized Cenernl
ie
Polk:

The sun-boats vesched Zddyviile, Fentueky, at noon yesterdsy and
landed 200 cnwnlry. They have taken possession of the town. e are
in & defensveless condition deys, havige only thres companies of rew
rogruits, poorly armed and not one artillerist ta manege what heavy
guns we bnve. Uus reglment of infantyy, one comp :
auld two copanies of vavalryy mre mmmatm. Fleuse Ture
nish o2 with guns, 1€ possible, for the companies now m.uuw
Folk on Cotoder 18, stutel:

To hold dhis plusoe againet even s suall foree would require a grest
deal of sdditionmal work on the orest of & ridge wvhich immedialely overe
looks this work, cxllad a fart.

This post was ontirely ebendonad uniil within the lest few weelbs,
vhan it was ocoupled by thves oompanies orgenised by lLieutenant-Cole
omal HacGavook, of my regimsnt, shom I detailed for thet pwrpose. Inis
foree has not yet been aymed, except with such guns as they could fup-
aish thesselvwss ~~ postly shotgsns. 48 I have lesarned within the last
few days, other copmpanies will be added to this comrmnd, to ralse 1it,
if possidle; to s full regiment.

Fio srtillery foroe whutacever is there; bud I have deteched Lieote
enant Yatts, of Captain Yaylor'®s company, to imstruet such men of the
ompanies Shere to serve the oune as ey be best fitted for that purpose.
IMﬁml&m&MthS&Wmm%hy}Ma&m&
point.

bonant-tolonsl HacCaveek {5 in coowmnd there ot presond, and re-
qﬁ&ﬂ%%u@a%mt&mimnm&pm%ﬂeﬁam,
shioh 8 1mpossibdlecer.« I w28 aise Informed by Ceptaln Haypdon, Corps of
inginsars, that Captein Harrison, of Heehville, is % Yort Jonelson with
teo stesosrs and #ix berges, loeded withuwood and etons, to be mmk ob
xm*sm,%mmmammwetmmzmm
savigetion of the river -- by whoes suthority I 'mov noti but, 1f I may
expross my opinion on the subject, 1 beg leave to stube that this will
e & fruitless operstion in a river shieh rises from low-wnter mark at
leant 57 foet, and vhioh I myself have often imown to rise ub least 10
foot in 24 hours. The Ceneral will perselve that theas cbatruotions sare
oo lopediment to mavigntion is high water, and it may ccat an izmoense sum
to remove thom.

mﬁ b :Q.Q Wn
3. ;____‘5 2‘%., 4081.
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Un Ootober 25, Colonel Heimen divected Lisutenant Uixom,of the
Corps of Enginsers, "to cbetrust the mvigasion of the Uusberland et
Ingremts hwals®. lMajor Zelly somsanfod a sgusdron of cavalry, vhieh
wont to the Shoals %o recomnoitor apd protest the operstions. DUizon's

expedition was scocmpanied by a detachment from Captain Haney'e light
arsillery company of 40 mes amd ipwm,xfﬂﬁmniuwmm
{190 men), w¥isr ccmsend of Usptein Young.

G ie lnmry reported to Cemsrul Jolhnston on Novembe:

£ % & &« & % % % ¥ & % F &£ K 2 F & ¥ F F &

Fort Uonslson $a ia o very bad comdition. lHe work has teen done
of any scoount, Shough lLisutemant Dixon, a young offiser of grest en-
ergy, #ill soon, I hope, have it pus in a fioe siate of defeuse, unless
Yajor Ciluer shall determine to fortify Line Fost instesd. He end Dix-
on were %0 2o Ww-day to inspest $lmt point and dstermine whioh position
should be fortiffed. Dixon returmed yesterdsy [Ootober 31| from an
sxpadition down the river, wheve ho had gone to blockads it by sinking
ol barges in the ohemnsl. Two were gunk at lLine Island, and six at
Ingram®s Shoale, soms 10 miles beloW....e Shey think ﬁﬁ.nwzm-
sible for mmeboats %o puss Ingrem®s Shosls sven when the weter is 10
foot higher than 4% 18 NOWeeees

Thess obstruotions gove protection %o the men ing on the fortifioations

againet Uniom pun-boats as long ns the river was st normel stege. 18
In & dlapateh $o Gewsrel Johnetonlon November 28] Oemeral Polk stated:

In conformity with your order $¢ repurt ® you on the defesses of the
Tonnsssee md Cudbeorland rivers st the time of my taking eanmnd in the
Veatessen

ljeutenant Dixon alsc nede n sisilar recconolissance on the Cumberland,
and gave as his opinion that, although a better position sight have been
chosen forr the fortifiestions on tust river, under the oircunstences then
surrounding our cammand it wonld be betier to retein snd strengthen the
position chossa. o secordingly nede surveys for additional outworks, snd
the sarvice of a counsideruble slave force wes obtained to construct them.
Mamﬂmmimw&gts:u&wﬁwaw&marmm DLx0%e = .0

i4. Ibid,., 460.
15, 1bid.
18, 1Ibid., 7, 710.




You are guare that elforte wore madce to obtaln besvy ordnence %t
erm theas forts, but as we had to rely on supplies fram the itlentic
sen-gonst, they came slowly, @;ad 1t bovane nevessary to dtvert a number
of pleces intended for Columbum to the ascwvige of these forts.

The principal 4iffisulty in the way of a suoeessful dsfense of the
rivers In question wes the =t of en sdequabe fores -~ a Torse of ine
fantry and s forve of exparisnced artillerists., They sore applied o> by
vou end also by mo, but the appeal vas sade sarnesily to every guarter
fram vhepoe felief afght be hoped for, Shy it wes not Darnlished others
must says I bolieve tha ohlel remsom, 50 far az the infentry was ande
cerned, was the want of smas. 418 to experienced artilisrists, thsy wers
ot in the coumtry.

¥ & &% & & & ® ¥ & % XK # R & B HF ® B B H % #»

Diesatiafrotion with Foyt Lonelson proepted Gemeral Uilglessn, vitile he
L1ie, t0 write to Comernl Johuston the latier pert

of Gotobar that the ifneffleient statc of things mede him fear that teir
intervets thurs wers slmost beyond their em#;mif?

Subsequent %o Lisutencnt ﬁim‘t spprovel of Fors Deneleon, Hsjor Jere-
my Fs Cilmer, on » 3, made a awvey of Line Port, fifteen niles below
Dover, to determine the possibilities of sbandoning louselecn and fortifying

this mew looation. Hs believsd that Line For® hed meny adventages for de~

fending the river but desided thet the position alrsady estsblished should
bs retalned in preferencve to attapiing the conatructios of a new fort olse~
m;'&..‘m Iznediately after this Colonel HaoGavoch
troops day ond aizght wtil the gans at Fort Ueuclson were protestsd by para~
pats,.

%m»mmmpw the oxdnance atrength at Fort Doselson on Hovems

sas ordered to wourk bie

bexr 4:

At Tort Donslson there sre now only four 32-pounders end 2 m m*
_an sivement imsufficieant, 1 fear, to mis o zeizam defanse again
1?& : -y 4”0
18* i it ] m‘
2. lbid., Si<.
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fleet of gun~-bosts. The numbor of mus should be doubled: 2ay & oéd-
ditiomnl 3 ~pounders and 2 of heavier caliber, S-imeh columbiads, or
long range Purrott gume, all sith garrison earriacos eeees In sddition
to the four I2-pounders and 2 nawel puns ot Fort Doneleon {that five
ovor the river}, Mammmximw%t vore mennfactured
at Clarksville and = bettery of bronse field pleces, shich will he
¥ffective in the land defonse of the place.

Ge Ae ienry reported to General Johnston on Howuwder 7, that thare
were at Fort Domeleon "about ma.mlry and 300 infantry, asd great went

of organization and drill.". There woers not enough troops to even foms

a rogiment. lio further said that the guns were wholly umprotected and would
probably remain so until a regiment was organived and some one put in cosmand
who would push the work to m!atmmm

sbout the Sth of November, Colonel {afterwards Censrsl)} Hatham Forrest
reported at Fort Doneleon with his "Forrest Rangers”. Colonsl Maolevook po-
ported that the strength at the fort as of that date was composed of Torrest's
command of oavalry, one gompsny of light artillery, with a battery of seven
guns and a suffiocient esmount of hesvy guns; aleso, five coopanies of infan-

21
try tolernbly arred. Forreat reported that the troops gavrisoned thems
ware omployed in throwing udp fortifiontions,

Coneral Forveet opomnted with hia anil of eight conpuenies neay Forts

o 15y

Henry sund Donelson. He requested Cemeral Polk to unite hiz comman? and that
‘ 2

he be allowed to work with Cemeyal Tilghman.
Ceneral Ce Fo imith, Us Ss ey i@ & commploation to the idjutont-Cene

23
aral at “ashisgton, reported on loveuber 83

&ﬁ 5%’, mm

2. ss 510,

22. 1bid., UBl.

23« Ibide; S4i. Colouel NeoCavock wos in commend st thet time and 1% may be
for this reuson thet 1% was referzed %o by this nema,



Un @y renort of the Oth instant, in rslstion to the foross of the
ensny, I sccidently overlooked in my note the works on the Tomnesses
and Guberland PivelSecsss

The Commstops auu~bonty «Cnirpbly ocoepmnded by lLieutenant Phelps,
of the Navy, seses in constantly moving his wessel up and down the
Tenoeasoe and Cwberland. From the latter river he cuame this mowning,
hoving pone into the State o Tenmesses uwe fur as ower, shere the
ensny have a work ealled Fort Govosk, or Fort MscGavook, or something
elso, ususily anlled Ford Gavook Port mm Hs oould ant give
® 6h {don of 1ts sRewmEsnt.cese

On the 17t of lNowvenber, Geners=l Tilghmen wes transferred from dopkine-
&4
ville to cormand Forts Jonry und Dounelson. His arders were :

seessiou B 1l repalr to the Cusberland, and casume oocemand of Forts
Henry end lonelson and thelr defenses and the defenses of the interw
mediate country. You will push forwerd the coppletion of the works
and thelr srmosent with the utwost setivity, and %0 this ond willd
apply %o the oitizens of the surrounding country for assistsnoe in
isbor, for which you =will giwe tham certificustes for «mounts of such
1aBOP s nesn

The utmost vigilence is enjoined. The genersl Oensral Johnston
regrats to bear that there has boen heretofore gross negligence ia this
respest ~- tho cormandeyr at Fort Donslson asmsy froo his post nightly
&nd the offlicer in charge of the fleld batteries frequently wbasent. This
cannot be tolerated.

I w1} sek Coverpor Horris tomorrow for four sdditionml srued come
punies, vhieh he will sond to Fort Donelson. These, sith the six come
pacies mow there, will meke up o reginment, uhen orgenized by the cleet-
ion of field officers. The Colonel wiil comuand the furdt. Colonel Je e
Bood.

You will then order Lisutenont-Colonel izoCuavoek 3o return to hia regi-
ment at Yort Henry. Your comsend 1s embraced in the division of Mpjorw
Ganeral FOlkesess

Lisutenant Uixon completed s new bstiery on the river by the third week
in Sovember. Two Sepounders wers mounted on a iittle wmurk on the ridge

abant :m mme baok of the encampment. e made & resuest that lsbor be

for it ecould not be e&taim in any other may. i@ aleo wrote

B4 wa, %ﬁ%




"there ere not more than 200 troops hers fit for duty; all the rest are
sloek or on leave of um.;w

Coomenting on Lieutenant Dizon®s regquest for labor, lMajor Cilmer
wrote e Colonel W?’

In regard to lhbor, I would suggest thot the duttories at Fort Dopw
a%mmmmmmmmwm,wumm
mmmwﬂmm@a@nﬁrmmmmmm

‘ try. UAth re-enforcements proposed for the garrison the requisite

| amount of sork cen well be dome fatigue partiss. In imminent danger,
| the bdrigadierwgener:l ¢ og Forts Donelecn and Hemry might be suthe
| orized to press all nefghborhood negro lcbor inte servies, dut under the
| eirametances I do not think thut the Rabor of troope and slaves cen be
| combined t0 any advanteg®.escs

Yowards the end of llovember s controversy srose betwoon dajJor Gilmer
and Ceneral Tilgwwn consersing obstrustions in the Cumberland Hyer. iaw

27
Jor Cilmerts letter to Colonel Mecksll explained:

' last svening I recoived the following telegram from Mp, T. Jo Clenn,
| civil engineer, soployed by me in cbstrusting the Cusberland Eivwyr, undsx
the guns of Fort Donelson, with t¥wcs and timber, visz:
Cuiboriand City, Hovesber 27, 1B61.
Hajor J. F. Cilmer, 5t. Cloud Hotel: b '
Coreral Tilghmen hes ordersd me to suspend, Instruct me fmmsdiately,y:

Te J« Glonn.

g k."»r:,’."’,e'é 1

To which I replied at 8888 as follows:

' You will contimue the work for chstructing the Cumberland River.
‘ 3‘ FO aimt

- The obstructing works on which ir. Glenn ie enguged ore fer sdvanced,
and to be effeetive must be completsd. It will be impossibls for me to
‘ rely upon sny work being done properly 1f sach subonidinate brigmdiere
| gensral be allowed to suspend operations ordered by me. I must therefore
| sarnpetly requsat that the genersl otemanding the leatern Department hold
| Brigadier-General Tilghoan responsible for the set, now reported, and
| forbid the repetition of lilke interference for the fubuPeecees

Upon %}ntm~ of sn exsmination of Forts Henry snd Domelson, iilohmen .
25. 1Ibid,, 7, 60U,

26, Ibid., 998.
27. Ibid., 710,
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saild that he 414 pot admire the as et of thincs. ile uwrpently asied for
more heavy puns, oot less than four Tor ench fort: He bad 1000 umrmed men

and requested srms for them. "I fesl fopr the first tice discouraged, but
2]
will nok give up,” he wrote. griting to the sssisgant Adju .ant-Gemersl 6n
20
Doecambey B, Tilchoen sdvised:

in cbedisnce o special orderg from leadguarters of the western Depart-
ment I beve assured command of the defcnses of the Casderland snd Tennos-
see rivers on the 1lino of Forts Donelson and Henry and of the ecuntry
imwdiately sdjncent therette.ess I w1l stats hers, houever, that 1t is
but too plain thet inotant and powerful steps must be taken to sirengthen
not only the two forts iz the way of work, bt the armement :uest e increas-
ed madsrially ia meber of pleuss of artillery as well as in walght of
mBtelesses I will communicate in detail a8 soofi as I rotwrn t0 my head=
cuartera, whkich for the present I shall smke at Fort Loneleoh.eses

Mnjor Gilmsr informed Lisutenant Uixon that Genersl Tilgimen lad been
instructed not fo interfere further with theiyr opuretious. He then ordered
ire Glonn %o placs the cbstructiohs in the river st a distance of about 1,000

$o 1,800 yavda from the guns at Ford Doneleson. "I do not wish them farther
30
mend of them mey pot be perfect,” he wrote. Continuings

It has boen decided to send the guas - the 32-pounders - at Clarisvills
w onolson and Uefivy, two to ench work. 70 hope o pet otheyr guns for
each placs at an early day. Flessc urge thoe sounting of the gus for come-
manding the river and have ¢ om In place as scon as possibis,.

I think the f:tronchoents for defense speinst & land attack importent.
1% may be well fo put o ssall redoubt for infantry fires on the hich point
Just below Donslsomaerons the eroeck, to prevent the epeny from scoupying it

Chnrge ire. Gloan to get larpe anmd heavy anchors for the trees he is plage
ing in the river; 1 mean heavy stones or odher sonvsnient weightBeeees

Canersl Tilglman wrote to Colonel Yacknll oo the 16th of Jecember, asying,

21 doem 1% only just %o myself to say tim$ I sm not secure at eighew Heary o

2B ;{hﬁ - g 71%.

20. 1Ibid., 731.
. ﬁ.. 735. The troes referred to vere ohained st ihe roots und the tops
poisted down s$reas. They were stretohed from one bemnk to the other.
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Sonslison. Have 1,000 uparoed men®. d ting sgmin fron Fozd Donelson
on Jamuary 2, 1862, he reported:

In tranamitting weskly report {ending 3lat} of the troops under my
povanl I am heppy ¢0 be able to report a favorable progress in sll nate
ters conneetad with the ocommend. Ths %k rge difference in the neshly
report belvesnt "Present for duky” and "fotal presemt ond sbeent, will,
I bope, bo aured in o Tov doyse

™he mgmnm a&‘ Colonels Boiley and Jteoher buve only Just orgealzed,
sBd Proed somewhat from Peeling themselves bound o cosrt *he good
w1l of menz- gwa Sn aprder %o secure thelir cslection, slided by « positiwe
opder cgplnot gronting sny furlougha, I hops to be =ble 1o restore mtiers
to o more vholesome stotus. X have still nesrly 5,000 uneored men in oy
sorpand  Fort$s Heary -uwd Donelson » I Bave not men shough srowd ot this
vost to mmn one-half the lipes within the Tortificstion, much lsss to effect
anything =t points which coomanlay whole work. I beg you 1o onll the attone
sjon of the general corrmnding division to this unvarnished state of things.

i most sgtisf-otory progress haas been nmede in the nein foréification, n
inclosed work. & very few wmore dnys will cloge up the g=p and give us a
vary m work, )

The bouvy butteriss sre progresaing ruplidly smd will be vory afficlent.
I shiell be rendy to place 21l the guns in poaition, o Fust as ey arPivoeess.
iy entire cowpmnd is now confortubly housed for %a winter. The houses are
afkairsbly bullt, woll situated, =bli present an sppearance of reel sonfort
that will compare fovorshly with oy commnd in tiw ﬁ‘wm.

nas 0 o telegren seat by Oolopel lislwmen to Senoral Folk, advising

bim ihat o Federsl movement up the two rivers vos imminent, sesietant djutante
Goperal Hackall suid:

easoethe informstion is moet Luporient. 7The gooersl desives e 0 say that

we bow yegqulre vigilanoe and enevgy, and he is satiafied thet in these you wiil
ot foil. He bopas B ostop the sovesent for some bime on this line, =ng thas
Ceparalsfolk and Tilghmon will delday them on the otherB.esss

Golonel Je e Yead, comam
34
Ceneral Tilghoen, stated:

nding post at Fort Donelson, in o dlepaieh to

Bl
G2
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. wenesdll thinge are rvesdy. im&mmmmﬁs velow; have hed
tm:ﬁmmmwgﬁmm%%mmnmwsﬂ&azmﬁ% I
have had the whols commend turmed oot and put to outting tisher and pre-
Wmfmw,mwwmmma@mm&. ;Wx&ingwiuba
done that oan be svtonplished by onergy end industry. The wen are oool
and doteminsd. Joet of the slek were sent off yesterday.

An sxtrael from weekly roport of troops st Fort Donelson, as of Janusry

2, 1802, revcalsd 83 officers, 1,100 men; ezgrogate present and absent,

38
2,170. At the time thia report was mede cul, Genersl Tilghses
Fort Hoary, and Cemeral Dushrod I Johnson was in cosond, teporsrily, ot

Fort Doneloon. 1% was Cenaral Jobnooa's belinf thet "Yort Doseleon is now our

- weakost point.” 4in abstract fvom the weekly report for January 31, 1862, g=ve

the returnp for Fozrt Domelson:®® offigers, 181; mea, 1,705; aoggregate
prasant and shsent, 3,500.
Genoral Tilghmn, in his supplementel report, dated august 9, 1868, and

his release from prison on Augunt 2, rovealad the aondition of Fort Donelson in
. A |
Decenber and alao work soccmplishad up to the last week in Jenuary:

C8 resching Fort Donglaon the middles of Decanber I found ot my dlapossl
six undizolipiined companies of infantry, wiih an orpanimed light bettery,
while a amll water battery of two light guns constituted the avalleble viver
dafense. Four JZ-poundors hal hesn yightly placed, bub wore not availlable.
Jy Janusry 285, I had prepered the entire balteries {exoont coe plece, whish
arrived too late) for the river Ssfenses: bullt the entire field work with
& traste of 2,000 feot, and in the most substantial menner construsted a large
wwmmmmmmwmm&m
mmk&wmwmxamnmwmam.mmwmm_
clemeney of ihe soason, sod yet find mot only tho originsl $roops thers, but
nearly cll my re-anforoscents boused (3 sometbing libe 400 good cabins, I
DONGE 'ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%kﬁ%ﬁl&m‘“" Im&mmwmﬂki




beriand City, o total length of lime sbout s&m&u, e plecing me in
cloat velations with Bowling Oreen amd Coliumbus.

The third snd fourth days of Februery vere daya of intense sotivity et
Tort Doneloon. General Tilghmen had left Vort lenry at this tue, in company
with Major Cilmer, to male & finel inspoction of the fortification and to are
range for the dlaposition of the Woops.

38
HaJor Cllmer sald of their laspeotion:

] i & & & #® * ¥* & %

Fetruary Srd we went over 90 Ford Donslaonheeess The works there require
8d additions, to prevent the suemy from oecupying mmmmsw the
river badtsrios and the £ield work whileh m baun constraste )
tote defenvo landward. It wus also juportent thet mﬁm gmmaa should
be made for the heavy sune £mmmmfﬁmeﬁm} by raising
the parspet with sand bage betwesn the e to glve gresisr protection to

$he SURers.

The third and fourth daye of February wers mmwmgmmtm
for this work and loeating linmes of infantry asover on e oormaz
srow the fort.

# & % & £ *» % % % &

The whole garrison wns thrown into e state of sxeitemsnt when heavy firing

wes heard from the direction of Fort Haary sbout nood of the fourth. & courier,
dispatehbed by Colonel isimen, sdviazed Tilphmean that at 4170 thet morning rocket

ped with the plsiet at Bndlay*s Ferry, indfcstsd the epprosch of
sta towards Foxt Henry. 4 #sscond ssd then o third messenger row

vopled the sericusness of the situation. Tilshman delegatod the comvend at Done
elson %o Colonel iiead and with as 1ittle dsley as necessary, left shortly after
4:00 o'elock that afterncon to direct tho troaps st Fort Hsnry. He was esoorted
by & reciment of Tennesses Cavalry, undsy
Cecasicnal guns were hesrd tho following day, and the garrison gave itself

send of Jolomnl GCentb.

un %a &miﬁemaz and wngeﬂm About noon on the sizth e sontinuous SOHBROD-
&‘ &t; 153.




ading wns heerd, but little 4ld ¢he men realize ihe grest significunce of

i%; that Fort fenry would fell and they themaslves would be in o state

of siegs within n week,
sboat 11:00 ofelsek that swwe nidht, (Februsry 6) Colonel lslmen
brought about 5,000 troops o the sefely of Fort Tonelson snd sunouncsd
the fall of Fort ﬁam?@
Heimnn, upon whwn thoe commend of fort lonelson devolved with the gap~
ture of Ceperal Tilghmen, well koew thet be would soon be @

fased %0 easume the comempd. Coneral Johanston lmsediantely eocwamiesntsd with
Genoral Sushrod He Johnson ot Nushwllle and direcled his %0 provesd as quloke

1y as possible to tske comwund at Yort Donsleon. o arrived the foliowiag
night and relieved Colonal leed.

Cenoral Johnston, wpon belng aspprizéd of the capitulation of Yort Henry,
expressed his apprehension that Donelzon would be foreed to surrender in the
semn manner. e belleved that the guneboats would be stron: encugh o taks ;
the fort without the negessity of support from the lsad force in Wmi
The effective truops at this time, including the tmo aﬁ@% fras Tort Heary

and three regieents of ¥loyd's eomsand, numbered sbout 7,000, ith the exvep-

ticon of Heiman®s regiment snd those attoched to Floyd's division, all the cthers

were poorly arved ond drilled.

aton fesred that an imwediste situck on Foxrt Dosslson by the
Jnion forees would be dismstrous, howewer, he mnde the best posaible dlsposul
of his resourses to prevest the capitulationm of the fort. At this time, be

3. 1Ibid., 138.

. Ipig., 850,
4l. Ibid., 131



was observing Gemsrel Duell at loulsvilles and notlng with great fenr, 00
doubt, the ever inoroasing troops under Crant st Coiro. aa scon as Fort

Henry fell into t&w honds of tbs dnlon tyoup: %m detormined %o fight fop
4%
Beshivills st ?-rm% imlm, daspite the ::m %t ha 414 not believe it
43 _
tunable. The Confoede

wmiss had unlimited means of tramsportution for troops,

and concentration mwes cork of but o few hours. ¥illiam Preston Jobmston
44 L
says;

Gegarsl Johnston®s plan wee general in ite svope, snd porfectly simple,
iie wished Fort lonelson defended if possible, but he did pot wish the army
to be saerifiosd in tie @tmt‘ Something st be dered for the mein-
sepance of s position a0 Luportant, doubtful though he felt the issue muat
be; but there did not ssem any imminent perdil to & vigilent apd shils come-
mander of not being able %o sxtricate his ursy from Demslson.

Should the omeny be routed at Fors Uouslson, this sould serve %o raise the
morale and spirit of the Confederaoy. and should ﬁw troops ut the fort be
endungered, tien they were to ba moved out %o leshville,

Following the Union success ot Fort Henry, lenersl Orsud, in his somswu
sication %o imllsck, adviging the lutter of Shis ﬁ*;?t, also stated that he
would mwmmymgwmwmm@m?} There was something
more than apectscula® during that Lapelled Crant %0 consider sueh o mowe. It
was his belief then an Lmediate aﬁtaai: on Fort Uonelson was imm:iw to udw

sure ﬁm success of the Gestern Cnepalgn. He realized that, at m iine,

his w.@ea troops mere of grester selus than 50,000 & month mwr. He uns
asars Of the xmtma of Fort Donelson to the osuse ol the Wx&sy ol

42, Johmston, Ops cit., 439.
43. fcial Regorda, Series 1, 7, B31.
44 u?mg ﬂ gggi’ 453,
45. Officlal Fecords, Series 1, 7, 124.
45, Dersomsl Hemoirs of i, 5 Orant, 1. 200. |
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ms iopstiont to take it. The espture of Fort Donelao wouid have been s
comparstively ensy task imrediately after the fx1l of fors Henry, for the
Confelferate stronghold was cutnurbered sbout two to one.

The &y following the victory Grant and his staff, including lieutensnd-
Colonel Uelherson, Chiel ssgipeer sitached to Ceneval illlsok's stafl, os-
corted by part of a regiment of Federal Cawelry, mede s recounsiseance of the
gurpownding country. ithout & contest of any kind, swospt the useessily of
driviag in the pickets, the party went up to within 2 mile of the ouder line
af wovis at Yort Dopelsom. Ursnt determined from these Tield trips the boast

- way %o pove his treops W the Cueberlend Pivey defense, Flog-filcer foote

s Pequasted o return W Calre with hle flotille % ropaiyr domeeps o the

fleot and to prepars for co-operstion with the lond forees in the Ipgalsont bute

tle st Fort Copelaon. Froe this point he wes to proseed wiih the pun-boots
up the Omberland Biver and sweid orders.

Gepprsl Halleok, ns ook as he learped of Grapt'e plen to sdwence on Farg
Dopelson, sont re-coforements fron whatewer guarter thuy could be s%mﬁf? He
wrote o Cenerel Cullus theat 7! am straining svery nerve %o send troops to
take Dover ong Clarkeville. Troops erfe on thelr way. 11l se want is e
bouts to precedes the trensporis.” Troups from Geoeral Sunter's Division were
& large division under Cemeral Nelson, from Lusll's mﬁ

sas sent o re-enforge Cyant but was veonlled by Cemernl Dusll before they

renched their dostimation. , The Var Depmricent ordered ithet all comenies bée
ing veoruited in the Sestern States be copwsolidated lalo regloents snd sent o




the fiftesnth, (o0 late to pariicipete in the fighting. OGenaral Hulleck
wns cautious and uncertain =8 to the outsom of & desonstiration on the Cun
barisnd %t this tims, though he 4id not approve or disspprove of (rent's
going to Fort m!.m‘% Gepsral Buell wes potificd that Crant would oel
out for Fort Denslson on the elghthand thet 1t night de uecess:ry 0 @ull
on hiz {Ceneral Dusdl) for ndditiocusl Mfmm; But on the teuth
Halleck crdeyed CGrant to foptify Fort Henry strongily in the event any ute
toot be smde o regeln i1%. It wes Delieved that the auomy wea concentrat-
ing trcops by seilvond elther ad Dover, Peris, or Clarkevilie; o recover
his lost sdventege and restore so “equilibriun” o his line of anfm?ﬁ

The inclemsnoy of the weatber prevented Urant from coptushmiting his
plans. Tie ronids boerne lmpassablé for the mowsent of troops aud supplies.
The Tongpuses had resued 1%s flood stege snd o1l effoxts m dirscted to-
wards saving the wg&wﬁl iAnother factor thet Jdeterred hinm wes the necose
sity of atbaokling without the gun-boats, upon shich a0 suth rellence waas
piam?g Upon investigaiive, 1% wus foumd thet several days sors would be
necsssnry o meke repuirs fo thoe flotills and properly equip it 0d so the
remminder of tue tize from the sixth to the twelfth was cpent in getting his
troops iR good condition to tmroh agninet the Confederato stronghold.

sfter the fall of Fors Hemry, Confederute troops began arriviog delly
ed by the labor of the soldiers.
5 follow.

snd Fort Donelson wes continually strangihen

It was reslised that g formidable atisek by land end waber would soo

48 Lrant, &t oit., 1, 296.

50, z;fﬁaﬁl Becords, Sexies 1, 7, 80.
ﬁlv. ﬁt, 06

5%, Ibid., 800.
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Generzl Johiston hoped io maintain the line of defense fyom Sort Donelson
to Howling Crees for o few weoks and hoped that, meanzhile, an puskensd spirit
of the coundry might supply him with the long scught for re-snforcemsntis.

The wisention of Oeneral Dushrod R. Yolmson was directsd to the re-snforee-~
wenbs vhich wors send o the fort. Jubsistencs stores apd monitions of wear

were lanled duily from the {rsuaport These il vejudred storags. Work for

the lzproversent of the original pl@ of defezses was ppoedsd up. Iroops wers
assioed and movoed o their positions without ﬁnﬁmw ronuladen of the

strength of the re-safor

weronts destined for the plads. Jssidesiibe troopa

whilch Colonel Hefman had @r&g@t o Voxd Jonelisun, Uonerald Johuson reporied
other effective troopsg !&af% “hirtlieth heglamnt, Colonel J. ¥, Head; Forty-
pinth Peglment, Colonel Dailey; Fiftieth Deglosent, Colomel Suge; Fifty~third
Reglwent, Colonsl sbsrmathy; oll of Tenncsste Infantry. Thevre were alsc Tiw
sompenics of Tenncasee Infantry, Colopmel Colls; ard one company of light arte
fllery, Ceptalan demey. The batieriss of beavy avtillery were manoed by two

compunies of infsubry, one cormmnded by Cesptain Bldwell, detsched frem Colomel

Lesd®s Reclment, ané the other ocompsnded by Captaln Jeswwont, from Colonel
Suggts Beplvent of Taapaszses Volunteers.
O she sinth of Febausry, howevor, Gemernl Fillow srvived snd asoumed
54

sommnd. Spodisl (rders, Noe 1. swabed:

Irigadler-tonernl Fillow asousds cosmend of he forces at his place
Jort sopelson . s relies with confidenos upon the coursgs and fidelity
»P the breve offigsers and men uwder his omwand % maiataln the poet. Drive
beok the ruthlass fnvsder from ovur ooll and sgain reise the Confederste
fing ower Forté Hemry. o expscls ewery mwen to do his duly. #1th Cod*s
. help we will sccomplish our purpose. Our battie ery, "Liberty or Usatiif.
53 Jhid., S08.
4. 1bid., BO7.
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He aasigned the recent corvmndant of the Fort, Cessysl Johvson, %o the coge
cend of the left wing. Gemrsl Fillow ied bese im commend of the troops
stalionsd ot Ulnrisville sinoe sie last week in Jemuery. He moved Lis ape
proximately 4,000 troops to Fort Doselson when bhe was ordersd o tale command,

Censyal Pillow considered the fortificstions inocomplete zpd imperiect imt!
55
asld the plage would 2ot be surrenderad and 4idn?t thisk it would bo takehi.
of

In & letler o Geneynl Floyd, and dated Jebruary 1Uth, Pillow said:

seseel @iy pusliing the work on my river batteriss duy und night, sad on =y
field works and defensive lines on the river slso duy end night. In one
wpekts tioms {u* I am sliowed thal mueh tioe) I will try hard o mie my
butteries bombproof. I am sov rulsing the parupets and streagthening them.
i ngﬁa&w ﬁmﬁw—gmmmm J0«ineh colisdind in position toe-day,
and tried them and my whols butiery. The tvisl sas most wﬁimﬁm...“
Jposn oue thing you mey reed sssured, viz, thet I will sever su

position, and with Cod*s help I mean %0 meintain ftocass

Emeerpts fron ?.h& roport of Osnersl Plllow, writtes sfter the fsll of
&7
Fort Jomslson:

essnsibon I errived.esssfoup gloon sse hanging over the comand, and the
troops mere gruatly depressed snd demoralized by the circwsstaoncos atﬁ%ﬁa
iag the surrender of Fort lenry snd the manner of retivzing frog thet placel

The ormanent of the butteries ocomalsted of sight Sfpounders, three Ul
pounder gurranaldes, one l0-ineh colunblad, sud ope 2ifled gun of Blepounder
calliber.

The selection of the site for the work s=e en unfortunate oas. nile its
cowand of the river wes favorsble, ihe site use espwndsd by the helgits
above and below on the river by & contimwus rsage of hills w1l arcund the
gorks o ita moer. o fisld sork™ of wery sootescted dimsnsions hed been con-
strueted by the gaxrrison %o protoet the butiexy; ut the fleld sorks were
cormoanded by the hills slrosdy reforred So, and lay open to & fire of srtile
Jory from evory dlwection exvept from the Rlils beloT.cese

i extraet from the Hew Vork Times stated that the first thing that isprease

ed one upon enterisg Fort uamlwﬁ waa 1%s jnmense ﬁm% * Fort lunsy was

Sbe  lleus o8 asa,m 630, 647, | ‘

0. amaza;. ?mée, ‘591‘103;1, 7, 292,

5%« Ibid., 278. 8. *The field work of very contragted dimensions mentlonsd are BOW ume=
:garsmﬁ ridaas Lyins botweon the fort and the watler-butiorisa. Thvree Si-pounders |
wore mountod im this sork bul mewe moved into the lower buttery before the battle.

58. Jenry snd Donslson Cumpelgus, 057. Lleutenont Hel.Dedford.in charge of the 10
i urnbind,eteted: .t the time of the arrival of re-cnfércenents,ths weterwbab-
wﬁummi in thet mmaxmzamm and disorder whiech Snmseta
genoral officer charges,x was there w gim Wanging over the garrison.
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thought to be alncat a Glibralter, bBut its strength is weakness compared to
5
tht of Domslson™. Ihe sceount comtinued:

coswaiilzht o this bend on the lof% benk of the riwer, mnd couspndiog It
on the norih, %m wnter-botieries, side by side, uud nearly domm %0
the mters edpo.

«usesThe only zuns in the Ford ayvs four sight siese puns, o twelve-pound
howi tzer, 2 twenty~four pound guns, shid ors sixty-four pound hositzeloeass
Far several hunfraed yords seound the fort the tisber Bes ull been cut domm
80 us to afford s falr sweep for the Confederate [uss. Surrounding the
whole FPart and tie town, snd distant from the former sboud & ndle, is &
trench for riflemen, vhich runs completely around from the river bank
above Dover sloost to a poiat neur the river some distance below the wuter-
butteries. Directly west of the Fort, snd within the rifle-pit, sye
forzldable sbatie, whield would render s®iadwvance fronm thut direction ole
st un fapossibility.

In view of the threstening zovements from Cultw oni louisville, Ceneral
{lsrk evacuated Hopkinsville on the sixth. OCemerul Forrest protected the
resr of the reireuting troope s fur as Clerksvills, where he reportsd $o
General Plilow. &a@e}m}. Farrest wss ordered to Fort losvelson snd reached
the vicinity on the evening of the temth, but his comzend wus not ferried
over to the furt side uniil the next &aﬁl 48 the senior covelry of ficer
be wos nesigned to the command of =1l eavalry preseant; thet 1s, his own

ten compaules, Colomel (antt's batislion of Tenneseeuns, zad Captains fueyts,

#ileoxts, and ¥illiam's Hentucky compseales -~ in ell shout 80 trocpers. The

same efternoon & osmp woo seledted bebind the intrenched line. Doon after,
orders eu®e from Cenersl Pillow to move oub ot onge io observe the roud to
Fort Henry. sbout three miles out he encountered a squadron of Federal Cave
slry. Theaso wore ovidently 8%:ff officers snd thelr sseort making a Treoon

e dstackment, Wiich wsus dimmounted chion the Confederates appeny-

S8. : , Gepsipn
g0, For a more miete Wi;;tioza of the woter-batteries, see poge 99,
61. Uffieisl Fecords, series 1, 7, 980.
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ed, guiockly mountad snd flad 3o Port Henmry. Torrest pursued them %o the
vicinity of that placs. Sevoral Fodsral:soldiars wers killed and wounded
in the ranning cus Dight, while one was taken prisooers 48 he wus retwrne
ing Forrest cbeerved amother csvalry detacimen

t, AB ambush wes lald to
trap it, but as some of the soldlers were %00 esger % aboot, the ehemy wms
warned and sede 1%e escape. Trom all his obsowvetions Forrest was satlipe
fied that Orept was on the point of moving towawds Fort Donelson.

68
writing to Ceperal Johastou on the tenth, Gllmer sald:

The attack expected here is g combined oume; gun~bosts by water and
a land foree in the roer. The m&%at dauper is, In 2y opinien, from
the gun-boates, shich appesr %o be well proteotsd from cur shot. The of-
fect of owr shot ot Ford Honvy wes pot suffictent %o dissbie them, & any~
one of then, 80 f5r as ! -ean sscertsin. This was due, I think, ina
great moemige, to the went of okiil im the min sho served the guns, and
ot to the invulnerebility of the Doats thenmelveS..... #ith the wepara-
tions that ere now belng mode here, I fesl mush sonfidence that ve omn
mke o sucesssful resistence ageinat ¢ lend sttsck. The atisek by water
will Bo more 4iffioult $o mest., 5till, I hope for cuocess here 8lst.sves
#e are making Herculesn efforts %o strengthen owr parspets, nsking narrow
cethrasures with anndborSeeene

&3

Pillow wrote 5t the some $long

wssesThis position cen be rmde stropger then Colwsdas now by weler it we
hnd move hesyy srtillery; ke grest sdvantage 1t hes is in the narromness
of the stroom and the necesalty of the bouls approeching our works by a
straight and narrow shannel for 13 miles. 1o more than three boats could
possibly tring thelr suns to sct wpon our position at onse. This smikes the
field of fire rey:ived for the guns s0 Yory narrow, that it sdmite of the
construotion of very Wrrov anbraBuYes.

Bt Plllow, shortly after, sew d1fflculties walshing snd g™ casubunos

of the improving conditiom of affsirs, for on the slevsath he telegraphed
Coverpor Havels: "Oan defend my position by lsni, heve confidence of doing

50 on wnier 1f I eon have z fow move days 1o meke oy battery proocf." mw

&2. Ibid., 889,
63 ids., 870.
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following he wrote to Gemeral Floyd, "Feel sanguine of victory, though I

am not fully ready. I have dome all that wes possible to do, and think
ﬁg ;
I will drive back the enemy ". Colonsl Bailey, of the Fortyeaninth Tene

nessee Regiment, stated thet the restorstion of confidence among the mem
in the garrison to resist the paseaga of the Wcata was chiefly due to
iieutenent Dixon, in charge of the water-batieries.

v In the interim, General Buclkner was &xﬁeﬁa@ to detach that portion of
the second Diviston of the Centrsl Arwy of Kemtucky, stationed at Bowling
Green and Russellville, Xsmtucky; snd shich he brought to aid in the de-
fense of Fort Donelson. e arrived with his 'mﬁs on the night of Pabe
roary 3.1,65 and was immedistely assigned to the right wing -- to cover the
land approach %0 the waterebatteries. .

General Floyd received s dfspetch from General Johnston on the almni::
I give you full suthority to melke sll the dispositicns of your troops

for the defense of Fort Donelson, Clarkeville, =zand the Cumberland you may

think PYODATsussre ‘
' 67
That ssme dsy snother dlspsteh:

Twice to~d3ay I have telegraphed to youw to command all the ¥roops and
uase your judgment. Your report of the effeet of our shot at Henyry sbould
eposourage the troops and imsure our sutcess. I tat] the long range we
sould do so much damage with the necessary shourt range on the Cumberlisnd,
we should destroy their bosts. .

& @ifference of opinion arose beiween Gemsral Plllow and General Floyd
s to the proper dimposition of the troops. OCenersl Buckuner conwurred with
General Floyd. Pillow believed that the defenmse of the river should be made
et Donslson; the other two ssem to have given up the 1dea of a successful

enred. Floyd purposed to withirvew

defense of the river before the enemy ap;
64. fenry snd Domelson Cempeigms, 645,

65, Officiel Mar__‘iu_zn&ﬁw 1, 7, 328,
66, Henry and Doselson Cempalgns, 638.
67. Ibid.



® ¢

kis division and Buockner®s troops from Fort Donelsom to Cumberland City.
4%t this point the railrosd diverged frog the river, sad from which plase
a retreat might be sasily made to Nashville. He intended to leave Pillow
to defend the fort. This dld not sppeal to Pillow, who believed that
sironger foroes were messaxy and that such & sourse would isvolve his
cspture. Gensral Buckmer arrived on the nigiht of the eleventh with orders
from Gensyral Floyd, direciting Genersl Pi/l.law to send back to Cumberlsnd City
the designated troops, but Fillow refused to allow the troops to be with-
drawn. He appealed to Johnsiou by telegraph. He alasc went by stesuer to
Floyd at Cumberlsnd City the moraing of the twelfth, leaving Buckner in tem-
porary command. He finelly persudled Floyd to re-enforcs the garrisen with
the Temsining troops from Cumberland City ami Clarksville. General Pillow
returned to Fort Donelson sbout noon of the same day and relieved Ceneral
Bmmr.ﬁ& ’

Pillow, being still iu command, telegraphed on the twelfth to Genmeral
&hnsmn?

If I esn redaln my present foree, I can hold my position -- let me ree
tain Buckner for the present. II now withdrawn, will Invite an attack.
Enemy cannot pasa this plece without exposing himself to flank ettack, If
I gm sirong epough to teke field, he gannot ever reach here; nor is it
possible for his to subsist on saything in the country to pass cwer, nor
¢anl he popsibly bring his subsistence with him, With Buckner's fores I
ean hold my position., Without 1%, cemuot long.

A% 3:00 o'clock that afternoon, Johnston relayed the above dlspatch
from Plllow to Floyd, aud adéadze

I do not know the wants of General Pillow, nor yours, nor pesition of
GCenerel m:h ) Tou do. m’ ARBWEY .

68, 0ffisisl Reeowds, Series 1, 7, 329.
m &mﬁ‘ ﬂ‘ t".’ w’i
7¢. Ibkid.
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¥loyd repiied:
I am woving o1l my troops except two Ten essee Regirents as fast as
possible with the means at command. The force, except what is absol~

utely necessary for the fort (I thimk Buckner comeurs) ought to be at
Curberland City, whither we go from all direetions.

Johaston wired to Floyd at Cumberland ity at 10:30 o'clock that
R &4 : .
aight;:

My informaiion from Domslson is that a battle will be fought in
tbe morniwms Leave a smmall foree at Clarksville sud teke the remaipe
der, if possible, to lonelson tonight., Tale all sumsunition thet can
be spared from Clarksville. The foree at Elkford and Whippoorwill
Bridge has been ordered to Clarksville.

Three hours later, 1:30 A. M. February 13, Floyd repliod from Cumber

73
land City: v ‘

I enticipated your order, which owertook me here. Shipping the bal-
ance of the troops from this point to Donelson. I will reach there
before day. Ileaving a small guard hexe.

Cenerzl Floyd bad been given the autherity to determine hils movements
pe he might think judielous, at the same time it wes indieated %o him that
his forees should be held in readiness a% Clarkeville to move %o the support
of Donelson. ) But in eny esse, he was dirscted %o encamp on the lsft bank
of the Cumberland, so as to Keep open the route to Nashvills in the event
it should beooms pecessary o relreat.

Floyd arrived early the morning of the thirteenth and took command of

4
Fort Douslson by virtus of his senlority. 4t 9130 Ae ¥e he telogrephed
75
Johngton:

The epnemy's gun-boubs ure advaueing. They Union forses are in foree
around our satire works. Our field defenses are good. 1 thiunk we gan
sustain ourselves agsinst the lend foreces. I reached here this momming
at_daylight.

7i. JXbid.

72, Henry snd Domelson Campaigns, 645.

73. 1bid., 640, ‘

74, Offiecial Records, Series 1, 7, 267.

75. m& Donslson Cempsigms, 648.




General Floyd wrote to Johnston on the twelfih, bhefore he reselived
76
ordars to go %o Fort Dounslson, the following letter indicatiag his plans:

The best disposition %o make of the troops on this line was $o concen~
trate the main ferce st Cumberlend City -- lsaving at Donelson enough to
make all possible resistanes o say attack which may be made upon the
but no more. The charseter of the country in the resd and to the le: hﬂaf
the fort is such as to make it dangercus to conemmtrsie our whole fores
there; for 1f their gun~boats should pass the fort and command ths river,
our troops would bw in danger of being cut off by a forse fyrom the Tounss-
aee, In this event their road would be open to Nashville without any ob-
siruction vhabever.

He proposed o comeentrate at Cunberland Cisy snd threasten the flsnk of

any force sttacking the fort. “This vasillation impeded, instead of fully
Wing eut Johnston's congeption of defeniiag Hashville at Dozelson. It
ssems that the duty of the hour was o concenirate rapldly at D onslson, dis-
pute vigorouely ithe roads from Henry, fortify as speedily and strongly as pose
8ibls, to securs transii serosez the Owsberland, end a line of retrest aloag

its south bank; in 2 word, to defend Hashville at Donelson.™ -

Geveral Floyd, in his offieial report of Bebruary 27, commented:

The position of the furt, which was established by the Temnesses suthori-
ties, was by no mesns comending, nor was the least military significance
attached to the position, The iatruenchments, alterward hastily mude, ia
meny places injudiciogmly construeted, bhecause of the diatance they wers
plaged from the brow of the hill, subjecting the men to a beavy fire frem
the epemy's sharpahooters opposite ez they sdvanced o or retired m the
intrenchments.scee vs

2n excerpt from Floyd's supplemental report of Mexch 20 stated:

I consider the placw illy chosen, out of position, and eutively indefens~
ible, by eny re-enforcements wshich would be brought % 1ta supportecess I
thought the force slready there sufficient for saerifice, as well as enough
t0 hold the plaos uniil Bowling Green could be evacuated, with its supplies
and mmitious of war.
. z}mml TRecords, Series -1, 7, 272.

77. Ihid., 267.
78, Ibid., 271.
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The great munber of chapnges of comuand that csourred ﬁfking aperations
agninst the fort show the lack ol thorough preparstion for its defense, fqrr
no one commandey had en opportunity Yo brm and earry out a consistent plen
of defense, |

On the 10th of February, Gensral Fleld Ordera, Mo. 7, were issued, ine
atruoting the troops at Foris Henry snd Heiman 2o bold themselves in resdi-
resz to move on VYedresday, the 12th iastant, at as early an bour as praeti-
cable. Nelther tents nor bsgsuge were %o be teken, except such as the troops
eould cerry. 411l the men were %0 be supplisd with 40 rounds of snpunition and
two days® rations. Three days® adiitiomal rations wers %o fouam; ' Two regle
ments of Infentry wers ordersd ic remain ad Fort Heamry, %o be desigunted fvem
the Firet Division, and one brigeds at Fort Helman, io be designsted by Gener-
al Smith, amm&iz. Gsnerel lew ¥allecs was directed to remein in commend
of Ford Hemry during the oxpedition sgninst 3@1"& Donelaon.

it is doubilzl that Grant eélleé; 2 couneil of war. The near=st approach
to it wes a meeting held on the uew Uncle Sem, lster tremsformed into the gun-
boat Elackhewk. On the morning of the elevenih a staff officer visited esch
comreniant of division aund brigade aud gave the following memag:ﬁ

Cewsrel Grant sends his ccupiiments snd requests $o see you this aftere
noon on his boab,

The meeting was very informal snd officers left == soon as they learned the
plans fmg the attack.

The most difficult part of ihe whols route to Fort Dpnelson was from the
Tenmmsases River et Fort Henry to the high ground about two miles back. To ex~
pedite the movement of troops, m» First Brigsde, Colonel Oglesby, end the

79. Ibid., 601,
80. Battles snd leaders of the Civil ¥ar, 1, 404.




Third Brigade, Colonel Morrison, of MoClernand's Division, moved out about
four glles at 4100 otclock thet afternoon on the Ridge Road, where the troops
bivouaced for the night. The Sccond Brigade, Colomel %. H. L. Wallace, en=
camped about four miles out on the Telegraph Roed. The Second Diviasion, un-
dex General Smith, was composed of the First Brigade, Colonel Meirthur; Third
Brigade, Colomel Cook; Fourth Brigade, Colonel Lawssn; Fifth Brigade, Colomel
My Lo Smith. This Division took position for the line of march on the Ridge
Rosd in year of the @w‘mmim.

81

Mallerand*s disision was composed of eleven regimentis of infantry, one

or two ﬁ@m‘hsr of Bavelry, and et least fouwr field batteries. Thess batter-
188 were Maer*é, Teylorts, Sehawertste, and Meillister’s. General Smith's
aivia.zoa.%m made up of ﬁftaén reglments of infsatry {including Birge's
sharpshooters), and three fisld batteries. These batteries were D, H, and
X; eorzmafied by Cspiains Richardson, Weller, and Stope, respsectively; come
posing the Seoond Bettalion of the First Missowri Light irtillery and command~
ed by Msjor Cavender. This made sbout 18,000 sffective tmﬁ% | As the
btrocps were moving out to the high lands the first re-enforcemenis arrived

at Fort Hemry on trangports. These were six regiments, undor the command of
Colonel Thayer, of Nebraska, and coasisted of sbout six thousand £roops —=
infantry, eavalry, and art&ll&ry?& It was $00 laste $v dlaembark the troops,
and they were ordersd to g at onee under convoy of the transports o Fort

Donelson. GCenersl Iew Wallace was directed to remnin zat Yorts Henry and

8l. Offisial Records, Sexries 1, 7, 188.
82, 1Ibid.

83. 1bid., 159.

84, Henry and Donelson Campaigns, 540.
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Helmen with 2,500 men.  This constituted the Third Uivision.

The dolumos of the First and Second Divistons were ordered forward
at 8:00 on the moraing of the 128h. Tie country-side betwean the two

forts was very rolling, thiokly covered with tizber and sparsely settied.

The ros@s-were not obatrueted by any Confederate soouting partiea for the
Federsl Cavalry under Colonsl Diciey, bad patrolled the rosds continmuelly
am effectively end maintained com-uniestion between the two columws. The
telasgreph Rosd vos teelve ailes long, the Hidpe Boed sbout foulteen; and
tmmwxzmmmmmsmma&xmmmaaeomm—
tresclments of Yord Donelson sbout nool.

General Duckner stated thati Cenerel Pillow, when o went to Cusberland
City to conmult with Cenaral ¥loyd on the Swelfth, hnd left hinm under the
impression that he Cencral Pillow 414 mot expect an immediete adwance of the
enmny, and regarded their approssh fyom Fort Hemry ss lnpractiocsble. Fillow
slso informed Cemarel Buckuer that he had directed that & recomnoissance be
made by Forreat’s Cavalry, “with inetructione in no event % briug on sn en-

86

scagement ahould the enemy epproach in forpe.®

al scouting party, in commard of Imjor John idd, was sncountere
o4 by Forrest about tws milos fvom the cemter intrenchments. Cemsral (icClern-
and®s of fiedial report stotad that his cavalrymen mere met by a “detschment of
the epeny's eavalry strongly suppordted, indicsting the determination to resist
fug parly wes given support by the advanced guard, under imjor Iaeon, of the

Ihirtioth Regimont Illinols Volumteoys., The Lighteanth aogimk vas forzed

&s. m&, Op. oit.. 1, 264.

B&, Off% Bﬁm, Series 1, 7, 329.
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"y The Confedernte plekets were driven in, and the soout-




panies et the foot of the hill, on the top of dhich,
Forrost and his mon were elatiomed. The remaindor of the Federal oolumn
beld its positios av in the line of mmroh,

Gereral Forvest diamounted his msn and formed a lime of battle along
the crest of the ridpe and obliiguely sovoss the road. The moat luportant
position ms cesigned o Uay®s @nd Facbrick®s comppnies, sho were armed with
poverful laynard riflec.  In front of his centor wes & sarrow wolley of

pe  Fhen thiz ws atienh -
ed, they ware mod witk s tervifis fusilade. Thisz deterred the adveuce and

sed & rotrest to ¢ meighboring ridge. Llong this o dslouwr and an advance
by snother rosd wes attenptsd for the puvpoms of turning Forfoet's left flank.
Eis foree was re-disposed sc as to check this movement. Hay's snd Nsmbriek's
Cavslry, driving them baek to the limes of infandry. coom after, Jajor Helly,
with three sgundrons of Confederste Ceavalry, msde s vigorous advwsade from the x
mgnpod & large iafontry fovree i.n that guarter.
4 part of Porrest's troops stiompted %o gala the resr of the grand guexd,
80 zz to eut tham off fyun thelr support. This attenpt was frustrsted by the

mmsumm@msﬁwn%xwémmml

timply erTival of the :ighth Reglnent end Lisutennnt Cudbert®s battery, shich
fives a shell into the adwaneing cawalry smd cmused 1% %o Petire. Detachments \
of the Confederate Cavelry contizued o guard the hills in front, over whieh

the Federal trcops had to pass to their desiguated posidlons. ‘The first
brigads of MoClermand's Division formed to the right in the upon fields, and the

. .‘ ;



et e pew sdveuce, dowe of Forrest®s skirsisbers were endungered by
supericr mpbere and were rslieved by a second detuchment of aliraishers.
Lresesy wus ordered to fire his battery imto these skirmishers. ihis fore-
ad the Confedareles w retlrs.

For seweral hours skimishing Yeé lees sainitmined with the offeot of
koeriang e vhole Felergl colum in eheek. Duckuer, teaporarily in comaand,
&t 3:00 o*elock opdsyed Forrest to retwrs bhehind the intrecohments, for it
zae found thet FPorrest wes opposed W superior mpdbers and Dwre wos o ine
fantry to sepport Lim, porssent to Pillow's imstrustions mot @& bydag on sny

sngnpenmit. ncestion of this attept by Ganeral Forresi to resist
the advspes (0, and the wltimete invwssteut of Ford Donelson, the Confederate

ng offioers meds no effort to dheok the moweresnt snd calmly let the

Federal forcea encirels their positions
88

fune-bost 2ad besn ordared up e Caderland River in advanoce of the other gule
bonts Lo prevant the landing of azoy yo-enforvesentes. She wee in tow of the
steansr slpe and ¢asl off when the fopyt sppesred in sighte.. The gmeboat pro=
cseded 1o wilhin long reape of the Confedersis balteries. From this positioa
nart of the fortifiontions were streensd by the woods ond hills ou the left ‘
Wank. It hed beon agreed belween Orent emd Ualke et the lailer signal his

arrival by firing the bowguns at the Dord and slac W drew Uw enmy's flre,

a3 thus to loonte the gun plececsals, sboul ten sbiots eere fived by the Care
ondslet. Caplsin R. R. Hoss, of ihs Meury Avdlllery, steted in his offieisi

port thet he took cherge of the Gd-pounder rifled ;un spd that it and the
88. Offieial Resords, (lavies) Series 1, 22, %7.
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I-inch solunbiaod replied fo the fire of the gun-boat. 7The Casondelet

thea dropped down stresm end anchored about thres miles asay. The Federsl
land forees were repdrSed %o have choewed heartily sben the sound of the
shot voverberaied ilwowh the glr. There wes o mreat dsal of riwelry, for
the froops were delernlned thet this battle st Fors Doselson would reflect
eradit upon themsalves, Inssmuch az they had mot =
Yord zmﬁ

Cemsral 'eClernand fourd no further resistance to his mowswmpia after

ared in the vietory st

Forrest®s cevalry had been roczlled widhin the Tort end ordered the Fivst Dive
ision to push forward. His inatrustions were to continue his sdvence 80 as
30 cover the left of the ememy”s works, shich wss in the direction of Dover.
Sefore starting this movenont, howewssy, he ovdersd s reconmnissonoe o be
sede of the Indian Cresk roed, on his right. The roport of the reconmoitere
ing party showsd that this road wes open to sn sfvance by the Conledsrete

i by the Decond, were moved over & range
of steep hills, whichk overlooked the cemter smd right of the ememy®s worke.
The Firet Brigede mas forred on thely right in ¢ lue of buttle. The field
places ware moved into position on the erest of the hill. Cgleshy moved
hiz brigede toward the enemy's center, from shiek peint could be aseen the epe
of the Confederates on & hill opposite. Cenfederele troops were

socn In the valley end on the hills in lerpge nmurbers. Colomel Ggleshy order-
& Sehwuriz's bottery to open fire upon them, but the renge of five was too
geeat 0 4o much Jupege.

&4 Jerwes Tifled pleees, Trom Japteln Dresserta bat%ry, wns bmzmt ia%n

§. Offielal fecords, .
% {ég% 8ng leadere m&az%&'%@} ﬁ-’z L s 1, 1.




sorvice and clonred ihe way for & Nerther adwmnoe of the First Division,
shich was lod hy the grand muwrd, undsy Major Bacon, snd mmm by the
Firat Srigsde. The Second 2rignde wac formed into lins on e left of

the Pimt; mmm&wlmammmﬁwmwma@u

9
wemssr,

m}'m '&h& Ot ernrnats
This movemsnt of the First Division placed it opposite the Uonfeds

rate
left wing, coormpded by Genoral Busivod R, Johnsonh. 48 s00% &2 1% was
resiized Bnt the Unlon Styoops had effsoled & partisl inwestewni of the fort,
Canoyal Pillow opdered the troops out Yo coxplate ss rwapidly as posd ble the
1ine of yifls-nits smezed out by njor Cilmer. Oapbains & yey’s, French's,
Groen®s {fived &mm;, Suy's, and fheea's {socond divisinn, under Lisude
epant Parkios] botteries were plased iz salient positions; from »ight %o
£t, respectively.
Fosd, to protest s working »ariy, amployed in extending an nbatis at thet

nfederate plokaets wore thromn out on the Uyma's Ferry

point. phmsat vas Sviven iz shoud dusk, snd the Tirst caoualiies

ccousrsd on the left »ing, viz: Xkilled, 23 woumded, 1; the la%ler was nowvesr

found zpd must havs been osplured, During the sitimishing iu the aftexnoon,
ufederate soldisrs wore takeu prisoners, o inforsed the Federal

cfftoers that the Confederate stronghnld consisted of bdaltween 20,000 end

25,000 men.

Cormral Duith, uwonm his srrival gt Yort Doneloon, Lwwiistely iz reaw
of the First Division, moved his colwm in the direstion of the Confederste
right, held hy Gensyal Duoimer®s troopn. The inwestoent was begun by placw
tne the Fourth Beignde on the extvere 1oft of the Second Division's position.
On its wichd, the Third Rrigeds took up ite position. This jJoined the laft

gade of Jnith's divielon was held




e
in POSETVO.

The resainder of the day and part of the night wes dewoted tw moving
the Federal troops into positionm to ilmwent the fort. That night some of
the Federsl trocps, atanding under ammas, onvewped withia sight of the en-

trencimonte and veceived shot from the plokets and shaypahootors. Hatiere
jes wore esteblished, without opposition, 1n the alght won comending
eminenses along the Federal lines -~ st polnts highly favorcbie 2 ahpoye

avallsble men. The sarthworks wers styenpthesad, Tield batteries were
placed in position, and swery possible disposition wus made for the most of-
ficient deferseo.

Defore daybrask on ihe morning of the thirteenth, Bivpe's sharpshooter

moved out to sdvenoed positions, fram whers they began to fire into the fatigue
parties working on the Confedsrute defenses. Thelr five, however, mas reiurte-
ﬁ;& b&? m Conlafoers

kamen, who found vantaze spots behind the breastworis,
agh the eracks of shich Lwy were sble to shwot with greater safely to

thempalysa. This continued for sbout an hour aud inflicled such losses on

98. Hemry Donsison Gs ‘

3. 4B m%ﬁsm is of iumst regsmﬂ;zg Birents aharps X
g%qﬁhmwmmgw&&ﬁmﬁ%@ydmm
troope. Fach woe o pevfect markesan and carried a long-vange Heary rifle,
with sights dellicately adjusted as for tarpet practice. They had se
trsediata saperior while ia the line of Aty and scted individually in
mmar thelr work. They wouid report to their oflicer at dows -

vho would nek “canteans Tull, biseiite for all day.” Following ihis forme
alityat*‘mm boys, bunt your holes.® They would disperse el seek
the moa% ndvantegecus plages behind trees or rocks in hollows cad senmctimes
in holes they dug. They usunlly remained in thmt position the entire day.
sfter nightfall they sould return to carp to report the day's setivities.




the inion sharpshooters that they were foreed to withdraw from sction.

Ceneral Crant's headguarters was a log house asbout $wo miles from
iover, owned by Yrs. Crisp. LHarly this seme movning Grant, at boade
gusrters, corpmmicated with Commmnder Jalke costerning his arriwsl the
dny before and that be had succeeded in petiing his division ia smsiﬁm
snd had partially lnvested the enomy®s works. Ile reguosted dmlke to
bombard the fort at 10:00 oclock that he might take advantage of any eohe
fusion within thes gerrison.

The strangest thing of all ses the faot that the Confoderates, bhe=
nind fleld works erected in = cheeen positlon mletly wsited, without the
sligitost show of opposition, while another mony its equsl procended n%
leisure to place it in a state of aia@?é

By B:00 o'clock the Federal troops started thelr movemcat to coplste
the imvestment. On the Federal left, the Seventh Iows, lLieutemant-Colomel
James U. Parrott, wac detached fyom Colonel lLeouman®s lrigade to suppors
Ceptain “elker's Hastery . This battery of two Z0-pounder Parrott guns
sas of the Firat !issouri Lisht sprtillery, wnder iajor Cavender. then the
infantry suwpport was manouvered into position it caneneed firing opposite
edorate butiories res-

the eenter of the Confedernte field works. ‘The Cos
ponded with sach s well directed fire timt tho Federaul batteriss wore foroe
83 %o echunge position from time S0 time. Jatteries D and & were slso

whieh continued to push on to the extreme left.

to covar the movenent of the infantry columns,

‘This procedurs was of necessity very mlow and cautious, for the ter-

e X

94. Jattles uad leaders of the Civil lar, 1, 407.



rain was heavily wooded and broken. The heed of the oolunn was flenked
richt aad left wi ta: as many akirmishers as possible, supported by strong
reporves. Cemeral Jmith stated in his official report thet, “"Reports

of differcnt commundd

rs, partislly confirmed 