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DISCUSSION OF RESEARCH SOURCES 
 
 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE 
General Services Administration 

Washington, D.C. 20408 
 
 
 Record Group 26 (Records of the United States Coast Guard) provided the prime source of 
historical data on the Fire Island lighthouse and keeper’s dwelling in the National Archives.  This 
record group is managed by the Civil Archives Division–Legislative, Judicial, and Fiscal Branch.  A 
“Reference Report” (Appendix A1) was prepared by this branch, which provides information on 
records relating directly to the Fire Island lighthouse.  The report consisted of two parts: Part I 
(Records Suitable for Reproduction), and Part II (Large Series of Records).  The material cited in 
Part I was thoroughly researched for this report.  The documents noted in Part II were reviewed with 
varying degrees of intensity as follows: 
 
Correspondence of the Lighthouse Establishment, 1789-1850. 
 Not researched, since the focus of this report is the Second Fire Island Lighthouse. 
 
Journals of the Lighthouse Board, 1850-1908, with index. 
 Comprised 1argely of the Light-House Board minutes, these records were reviewed 
randomly.  Several volumes were researched with diminishing returns. 
 
Correspondence of the Lighthouse Service, 1900-1939, with index. 
 Thoroughly researched for material on the lighthouse. 
 
Application of Lighthouse Keepers. 
 Not researched, since the topic is not relevant to the intent of this historic structure report. 
 
 
 A large series of records not included in the “Reference Report” was also researched.  This 
series is entitled Field Records of the Lighthouse Service, Field Records of the Third Light-House 
Board and Bureau, Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939 (Appendix A-
2).  These records are in disarray; their bindings are severely worn and deteriorated in some 
instances.  The archivists have not had the opportunity to organize and review the collection in total; 
so the research conducted on these materials was rather disjointed and sketchy.  The data retrieved 
was primarily in the form of annual and monthly reports of the engineers and inspectors.  Citing the 
information extracted from the volumes was difficult because of the poor condition of the collection.  
Further research should be performed on these records when they become better organized and more 
completely understood by the archivists. 
 
 The Still Picture and Cartographic Division of the National Archives provided both 
photographs and drawings beneficial to the objective of this report. 
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD FACILITIES 
 
 
United States Coast Guard Headquarters 
2100--2nd St., SW 
Washington, D.C. 20593 
Office of the Historian 
 
 A small library serves this office.  The library features general literature related to Coast 
Guard history.  The stacks include bound annual reports and light lists (not complete).  The office has 
a file of relatively recent photographs (c. 1960’s and later) of the Fire Island Light Station. 
 
 
3rd Coast Guard District 
Governors Island, New York 
Engineering Division 
 
 The most complete set of drawings found to date are located at the Governors Island facility.  
The large majority of the drawings are in the form of photographic negatives (Appendix A-3), 
although more recent drawings are full-size blueprints and black lines. 
 
 
United States Coast Guard Academy 
New London, Connecticut 
Library 
 
 The library includes bound annual reports (not complete), and a file of 20th-century 
photographs (ca. 1950’s and later).  Several drawings and land surveys are on microfilm, but these 
are also represented in the Governors Island collection. 
 
 

MUSEUMS AND LIBRARIES 
 
 
Suffolk Marine Museum 
Box 144 
West Sayville, NY 11796 
 
 A good photographic collection that includes the Fire Island Lighthouse Tract and Long 
Island maritime history. 
 
 
The Mariner’s Museum 
Newport News, Virginia 23606 
 
 Research with this facility was conducted by correspondence.  Several 20th-century 
photographs were obtained from this museum. 
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The Franklin Institute Science Museum 
20th and The Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 
 Research was conducted by correspondence.  A paragraph describing the Fresnel lens was 
provided.  The Fresnel lens removed from the Fire Island Lighthouse is exhibited in the museum. 
 
 
The Peabody Museum of Salem 
East India Square 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970 
Prints and Photographs Division 
 
 One photograph of the Fire Island Lighthouse and Keeper’s Dwelling was located. 
 
 
Mystic Seaport Museum 
Mystic, CT 06355 
Curatorial Division and G.W. Blunt Library 
 
 The library has a collection of secondary-source material on lighthouses, primarily books 
dating from the turn of the century to the present.  The Curatorial Division’s print and photograph 
collection offered one print.  (This print was from the Peabody Museum of Salem.) 
 
 

SPECIFIC SECONDARY SOURCE MATERIAL 
 
 
Published Books 
 
 Two books played an important role in providing data, both general and specific, for this 
report.  These were: 
 
 Henry R. Bang, The Story of the Fire Island Light (1981). 
 
 Francis Ross Holland, Jr., America’s Lighthouses: Their Illustrated History Since 1716 
(Brattleboro, VT: The Stephen Greene Press, 1972). 
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National Park Service Reports 
 
 Several studies undertaken for park planning purposes have been prepared both by and for 
the Fire Island National Seashore.  The most relevant to the theme of this report are listed 
subsequently in chronological order. 
 

Elizabeth C. Righter (Jack McCormick & Associates, Inc.), Final Report and Document 
Review and an Archeological Reconnaissance of the William Floyd Estate and the Fire 
Island Lighthouse Tract, Fire Island National Seashore, Suffolk County, New York (Berwyn, 
PA: May 1977). 
 
General Management Plan for Fire Island National Seashore, approved 1978. 

 
Interpretive Prospectus for Fire Island National Seashore, Division of Interpretive Planning, 
Harper’s Ferry Center, NPS, approved July 21, 1978. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH 

 
 
The Library of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 
 
 Only a cursory search of the collection of this library was conducted.  In the process, 
specifications for an 1861 lighthouse similar to the Fire Island lighthouse were found.  A large 
quantity of secondary sources are available. 
 
 
New York Libraries and Historical Societies 
 
 Time constraints and logistics limited the amount of historical research that could be 
conducted in state and local libraries and historical societies.  It is recommended that libraries such as 
the Queensborough Public Library be researched, especially its photographic collection. 
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Drawings Located at Coast Guard Station, Governors Island, New York 

(Currently Located at Fire Island NS/NPS) 
 
 
 
DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
3-IF-I Fire Island Sta. November 1908 
 Plot Plan 
 
3-FI-3 Fire Island Sta. 1891 
 Location Map 
 
3-IF-6 Fire Island Sta. 2 June 1857 
 Plan-Sections - Elevations 
 
3-IF-7 Fire Island Sta. January 1894 
 Vertical Section 
 
3-IF-8 Fire Island Sta. January 1894 
 Plan of Watch Room & Gallery 
 
3-IF-9 Fire Island Sta. January 1894 
 Plan of Lantern Floor 
 
3-IF-15 Fire Island Sta. 7 April 1868 
 Plan of Fire Is. Light Station 
 
3-IF-16 Fire Island Sta. 7 March 1891 
 Elevation Lt. House & Dwelling 
 
3-lF-16A Fire Island Sta. 20 Oct. 1894 
 Plan 
 
3-IF-17 Fire Island Sta. 6 Sept. 1889 
 Plot Plan 
 
3-lF-18 Fire Island Sta. 20 Feb. 1888 
 Plot Plan 
 
3-IF-20 Fire Island Sta. 1873 
 Geodetic Survey 
 
3-IF-21 Fire Island Sta. 14 Nov. 1884 
 Plot Plan 
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DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
3-IF-32 Fire Island Station 24 Feb. 1939 
 Location of Boathouse 
 
1370 Fire Island Sta. 3 June 1904 
 Light Sta. Reservation 
 
1372 Fire Island Sta. 9 August 1902 
 Plot Plan 
 
1374 Fire Island Sta. Jan. 1894 
 Lantern Watch Rm. 
 
1375 Fire Island Sta. Jan. 1894 
 Watch Rm. Floor & Col. Plan 
 
1379 Fire Island Sta. No date 
 Elevation of Tower 
 
1548 Fire Island Sta. 24 July 1894 
 Tower Electrical Plan 
 
1555 Fire Island Sta. 13 Sept. 1894 
 Settings of Engines & Dynamos 
 
2199 Fire Island Sta. 7 April 1868 
Sh. 1 of 2 Plot Plan 
 
2199 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 2 of 2 South Elevation Light House Dwell 
 
2415 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 1 of 3 Plan of Cellar Dwelling 
 
2415 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 3 of 3 East Elevation Dwelling & Lt. House 
 
5155 Fire Island Sta. 17 April 1912 
Sh. 1 of 1 Protective Covering for Tower 
 
7394 Fire Island Sta. 22 March 1929 
Sh. 1 of 1 Heating System Dwelling 
 
7442 Fire Island Sta. 28 June 1929 
Sh. 1 of 1 Buoy Pier 
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7481 Fire Island Sta. 26 March 1970 
 
 
DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
7481 Fire Island Sta. 26 March 1970 
Sh. 1 of 2 Boat Cranes Detail 
 
7481 Fire Island Sta. 26 March 1970 
Sh. 2 of 2 Boat Crane Details 
 
7529 Fire Island Sta. 3 April 1931 
Sh. 1 of 3 House - Elevation & Details 
 
7529 Fire Island Sta. 3 April 1931 
Sh. 2 of 3 House - Cellar & 1st Floor Details 
 
7529 Fire Island Sta. 3 April 1931 
Sh. 3 of 3 Elevation & Details Station Dwelling 
 
7825 Fire Island Sta. 14 Sept. 1932 
Sh. 1 of 1 Beach Protection 
 
7833 Fire Island Sta. 20 Sept. 1932 
Sh. 1 of 3 1st Order Lens, Revolving Apparatus & 
 Pedestal 
 
7833 Fire Island Sta. 31 Aug. 1932 
Sh. 2 of 3 Sections 
 
7833 Fire Island Sta. 20 Sept. 1932 
Sh. 3 of 3 Pedestal Doors & Revolving Apparatus 
 
7840 Fire Island Sta. 20 Sept. 1932 
Sh. 1 of 1 Temporary Lens Installation 
 
7963 Fire Island Sta. 10 Oct. 1933 
Sh. 1 of 1 Plot Plan 
 
8221 Fire Island Sta. 9 Sept. 1937 
Sh. 1 of 1 Installation of Electric Light Dwelling 
 
8332 Fire Island Sta. 1 Aug. 1938 
Sh. 1 of 3 Sections & Details 
 
8332 Fire Island Sta. 1 Aug. 1938 
Sh. 2 of 3 Motor Drive for Lens 
 
8332 Fire Island Sta. 1 Aug. 1938 
Sh. 3 of 3 Motor Drive for Lens Details 
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DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
8336 Fire Island Sta. 10 Aug. 1938 
Sh. 1 of 1 Lamp Stand 
 
8383 Fire Island Sta. 18 Jan. 1939 
Sh. 1 of 2 Boathouse & Track Details 
 
8393 Fire Island Sta. 18 Jan. 1939 
Sh. 2 of 2 Boathouse & Track Elevation 
 Proposed 1937 
 
8485 Fire Island Sta. 12 Jan. 1940 
Sh. 1 of 1 Topographical Survey 
 
100231 Fire Isl. Sta. June 1920 
 Plot Plan 
 
100446 Fire Island Sta. July 1925 
Sh. 1 of 2 Dwelling Plan 
 
100446 Fire Island Sta. July 1925 
Sh. 2 of 2 Dwelling Elevations 
 
100669 Fire Island Sta. 9 June 1920 
 Plot Plan 
 
100871 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 3 of 14 Dwelling 2nd Floor Plan- 
 Front Elevation 
 
100871 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 5 of 14 Dwelling Elevations 
 
100871 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 6 of 14 Dwelling Sections-Elevation 
 
100871 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 8 of 14 Boathouse-Foundation Plan-Section 
 
100871 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 9 of 14 Boathouse - Floor Plan-Elevation 
 
100871 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. l0 of 14 Boathouse-Elevations 
 
100871 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 11 of 14 Launchway Section 
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DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
100871 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 12 of 14 Launchway Sections 
 
100873 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 1 of 4 Plot Plan 
 
100873 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 2 of 4 Barracks-Foundation & First Floor Plan 
 
100873 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 3 of 4 Barracks Sections-Elevations 
 
101723 Fire Island Sta. 27 April 1940 
Sh. 1 of 1 Plot Plan 
 
102413 Fire Island Sta. 29 June 1945 
 Antenna Tower 
 
102631 Fire Island Sta. 22 Sept. 1950 
Sh. 1 of 4 Floor Plan Tel. Repeater Bldg. 
 
102631 Fire Island Sta. 22 Sept. 1950 
Sh. 2 of 4 Tel. Repeater Bldg. 
 Elevation (South, North, East, West) 
 
102631 Fire Island Sta. 22 Sept. 1950 
Sh. 3 of 4 Details & Plans Tel. Repeater Bldg. 
 
102631 Fire Island Sta. 22 Sept. 1950 
Sh. 4 of 4 Typical Details - Tel. Repeater Bldg. 
 
F925-S16 Fire Island Annex April 1914 
Sh. 2 of 2 Details of Tee 
 
F925-S17 Fire Island Annex April 1914 
Sh. 1 of 2 Pier & Walk Details 
 
F925-Sl8 Fire Island Annex 10 Aug. 1914 
 Telefunken Compass Building 
 
F925-S-20 Fire Island Annex July 1914 
 Compass Aerial Foundation 
 
F925-S-22 Fire Island Annex 4 June 1915 
 Compass House Foundation 
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DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
F925-S24 Fire Island Annex June 1915 
 Telefunken Aerial Foundation 
 
F-925-S-25 Fire Island Annex 16 May 1916 
 Plan-Elevations-Sections 
 
F925-S27 Fire Island Annex Aug. 1916 
 Sewage Disposal System 
 
F925-S29 Fire Island Annex March 1918 
 Landing Wharf-Plan-Sect-Details 
 
F925-S30 Fire Island Annex February 1919 
 Foundation Plan 
 
F925-S31 Fire Island Annex February 1919 
 2nd Floor Plan-East Elevation 
 
F-925-S-32 Fire Island Annex February 1919 
 North-South Elevations 
 
F-925-S-33 Fire Island Annex February 1919 
 Sections & Details 
 
F-925-S34 Fire Island Annex February 1919 
 1st Floor Heating & Plumbing Plan 
 
F925-S35 Fire Island Annex February 1919 
 2nd Floor Heating & Lighting Plan 
 
F925-S36 Fire Island Annex February 1919 
 1st Floor Electrical Plan 
 
F925-S38 Fire Island Annex December 1918 
 Misc Details 
 
F925-S-39 Fire Island Annex November 1918 
 Heating System Extension 
 
F925-S40 Fire Island Annex March 1919 
 Canteen & Storeroom Shelving 
 
F925-S41 Fire Island Annex July 1919 
 Water Supply System 
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DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
F925-S42 Fire Island Annex September 1919 
 Plumbing Plan 
 
F925-S55 Fire Island Annex April 1928 
 Tank Tower Bracing 
 
F925-S78 Fire Island Annex 30 July 1935 
 Engine House Foundation Repairs 
 
F925-S79 Fire Island Annex 7 April 1936 
Sh. 1 of 1 Water Supply System Repairs 
 
F925-S80 Fire Island Annex 1936 
 Proposed Fresh Water Lines 
 
F925-S81 Fire Island Annex 9 July 1936 
 New Water Supply System 
 
F925-S-85 Fire Island Annex 30 June 1936 
 Showing Conditions 
 
F925-S93 Fire Island Annex 21 February 1939 
Sh. 1 of 1 Pier-Boardwalk Grading 
 
F925-S94 Fire Island Annex 23 March 1939 
Sh. 1 of 2 Storm Damage Repairs 
 
F925-S95 Fire Island Annex 23 March 1939 
Sh. 2 of 2 Storehouse-Plan-Elevation-Sections 
 
F925-S98 Fire Island Annex 13 Oct. 1939 
Sh. 1 of 3 Barrack Repairs 
 
F925-S99 Fire Island Annex 13 Oct. 1939 
Sh. 2 of 3 C.R.M. Quarters Repairs 
 
F925-SlOO Fire Island Annex 13 Oct. 1939 
 Barracks Repairs 
 
F925-S-318 Fire Island Annex 10 Oct. 1934 
 Sewage Disposal System 
 
NY1264 Fire Island Annex 28 Aug. 1947 
Sh. 1 of 1 Diesel Generator Foundation 
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DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
NY1282 Fire Island Annex 29 March 1948 
Sh. 1 of 2 Underground Electric Service 
 
NY1373 Fire Island Sta. 7 Feb. 1950 
Sh. 1 of 1 Plot Plan 
 
NY83354 Fire Island Sta. 7 Dec. 1939 
 Log of Deep Well 
 
83-391 Fire Island Sta. 2 Aug. 1941 
 Dwelling & Barracks, Alterations 
 Details 
 
NY83457 Fire Island Sta. 
Sh. 1 of 1 Inscription Board 17 Oct. 1940 
 
NY83513 Fire Island Sta. 
Sh. 1 of 1 Fuel Oil Tank & Connections 16 Dec. 1941 
 
NY83708 Fire Island Station 
Sh. 1 of 1 Recreation & Toilet Facilities 3 Nov. 1942 
 
NY83755 Fire Island Sta. 18 May 1931 
Sh. 1 of 1 Plan & Details Sewage Disposal 
 
03-1270 Fire Isl. Rad Annex 20 Oct. 1947 
 Diesel Generators 
 
03-1398 Fire Isl. Rad Annex 22 May 1950 
Sh. 1 of 2 Air Conditioning 
 
03-1398 Fire Isl. Rad Annex 22 May 1950 
Sh. 2 of 2 Air Condition Unit 
 
03-1565 Fire Island Sta. 17 Feb. 1953 
 7 Pile Dolphin 
 
03-1565 Fire Island Sta. 17 Feb. 1953 
 7 Pile Dolphin 
 
03-1565 Fire Island Sta. 17 Feb. 1953 
 7 Pile Dolphin 
 
03-1787 Fire Island Rad. Annex 22 Jan. 1958 
 Arrangement of Electric Power Schematic 
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DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
03-1866 Fire Isl. Radio Annex 12 March 1958 
Sh. 1 of 2 Architectural Improvements to Bldg. 
 
03-1867 Fire Island Rad. Annex 12 March 1958 
Sh. 2 of 2 Architectural Improvements to Bldgs. 
 
03-1951 Fire Island Sta. 12 Sept. 1958 
 Reflector Antenna Bracket 
 
03-2235 Fire Island Sta. 21 Oct. 1960 
 Resurfacing Tower Exterior 
 
03-2242 Fire Island Sta. 2 Nov. 1960 
 Repairs to Free Standing Steel Bulkhead 
 
03-2339 Fire Island Radio Annex 6 April 1961 
 Revision of Existing Evap. Condenser 
 
03-2424 Fire Island Sta. 6 Sept. 1961 
 440 Volt Shore Tie Installation 
 
03-2460 Fire Island Sta. 19 Feb. 1964 
 Electrical Schematic 
 
03-2513 Fire Island Sta. 2 April 1962 
 Repairs to Existing Freestanding 
 St’l B’lkhd 
 
03-2610 Fire Island Rad. Annex 21 Sept. 1962 
 Const. on Septic Tank & Drainage 
 
03-2612 Fire Isl. Rad. Annex 5 Oct. 1962 
 Plumbing & Water Treating Equip. 
 
03-2618 Fire Isl. Rad. Annex 19 Feb. 1963 
Sh. 1 of 2 Fire Detection & Alarm System 
 
03-2618 Fire Island Rad. Annex 19 Feb. 1963 
Sh. 2 of 2 Fire Detectors & Alarm System 
 
03-2619 Fire Island Sta. 19 Feb. 1963 
Sh. 1 of 3 Fire Dwelling Detection & Alarm System 
 
03-2619 Fire Island Sta. 19 Feb. 1963 
Sh. 2 of 3 Fire Detection Alarm System 
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DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
03-2619 Fire Island Sta. 19 Feb. 1963 
Sh. 3 of 3 Fire Detection & Alarm System 
 
03-2701 Replacement of Standby Generator 18 April 1963 
 
03-2702 Fire Island Sta. 1 May 1963 
 Modification to Fuel System 
 
03-2768 Fire Island Radio Annex 14 Feb. 1964 
Sh. 1 of 2 Waterproofing Plan & Elevations 
 
03-2768 Fire Island Rad. Annex 14 Feb. 1964 
Sh. 2 of 2 Windows & Doors 
 
03-2707 Fire Island Annex 17 April 1963 
 C02 System for Transmitter Room 
 
03-2715 Fire Island Rad. Station 30 April 1963 
 Heating Repairs 
 
03-2745 Fire Island Rad. Annex 1I August 1963 
 Roofing Plan & Sections 
 
03-2805 Fire Island Sta. 12 Nov. 1963 
 Installation of New Generator 
 
03-2814 Fire Island Sta. 9 Jan. 1964 
 Paved Roadways - Plot Plan & Section 
 
03-2878 Fire Island Sta. 12 Feb. 1964 
 Galley Modernization 
 
03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940 
Sh. 1 of 7 Dwelling & Barracks Additions 
 
03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940 
Sh. 2 of 7 Dwelling & Barracks Additions 
 
03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940 
Sh. 3 of 7 Dwelling & Barracks Additions 
 
03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940 
Sh. 4 of 7 Dwelling & Barracks East & West Elevat. 
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DRAWING NO. TITLE DATE 
 
03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940 
Sh. 5 of 7 Dwelling & Barracks Alternations 
 
03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940 
Sh. 6 of 7 Dwelling & Barracks Alterations 
 
03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940 
Sh. 7 of 7 Storehouse Plan & Elevation 
 
03-3050 Fire Island Sta. 11 Feb. 1936 
Sh. 1 of 3 Combination Store House 
 
03-3050 Fire Island Sta. 11 Feb. 1936 
Sh. 2 of 3 Combination Store House 
 
03-3050 Fire Island Sta. 11 Feb. 1936 
Sh. 3 of 4 Combination Store House 
 
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. 29 April 1940 
Sh. 1 of 8 Launchway 
 
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 2 of 8 Outer Steel Bulkheads 
 
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 3 of 8 Plan of Framing for Wharfs 
 
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 4 of 8 Wharf Sections 
 
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 5 of 8 Wood Bulkhead Sections 
 
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 6 of 8 Wharf Sections 
 
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date 
Sh. 7 of 8 Wood Bulkhead Elevations 
 
03-3051 Fire Island Station No date 
Sh. 8 of 8 Launchway 
 
03-3052 Fire Island Sta. 12 June 1941 
 Store House 30' x 40' 
 Elevations 
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List of Historical Documents Relating to the 
First Fire Island Lighthouse and Keeper's Dwelling. 

 
 
 
B1. April 20; 1825.  Act passed vesting in the United States exclusive jurisdiction over land in 

Suffolk County for lighthouse purposes.  4 pages. 
 
B2. May, 1825.  Title to and description of the Fire Island Lighthouse reservation.  7 pages. 
 
B3. May, 1825 Title.  Typed, with additional certification dated November 1854 and December 

1920.  9 pages. 
 
B4. June 15, 1825.  Letter from Light House Superintendent (New York) to Auditors Office 

(Washington, D.C.) concerning First Lighthouse's Title, Site Location, Cost and Request for 
Proposal for Construction, including a detailed description of the project.  10 pages. 

 
B5. July 12, 1825.  Advertisement for Proposals for Light House on Fire Island Inlet.  1 page. 
 
B6. August 22, 1825.  Contract with Haviland Wicks for the erection of the Fire Island 

Lighthouse.  5 pages. 
 
B7. September 30, 1825.  Contract with George W. Thompson for furnishing and outfitting the 

Fire Island Lighthouse.  2 pages. 
 
B8. July 5, 1853.  Keeper Fire Island Light to Inspector of Lights, 3rd Dist., New York.  

Problems with clock of Fire Island Light.  1 page. 
 
B9. September 5, 1853.  Keeper Fire Island Light to Inspector of Lights, 3rd Dist., New York.  

Problems with clock of Fire Island Light.  1 page. 
 
B10. September 22, 1853.  Light-House Board Journal. Resolved to order a new illuminating 

apparatus for Fire Island Light. 1 page. 
 
B11. November 25, 1853.  Keeper Fire Island Light to Inspector of Lights, 3rd Dist., New York. 

Problems with clock of Fire Island Light.  1 page. 
 
B12. January 30, 1854.  Light-House Board Journal.  Relative to repairs of clock-work for Fire 

Island Light.  1 page. 
 
B13. December 5, 1854.  Light-House Board Journal.  Work authorized and executed for 

illuminating apparatus at Fire Island.  1 page. 
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List of Historical Documents Relating to the 
Second Fire Island Lighthouse and Keeper’s Dwelling 

 
 
 
C1. 1857-1909.  Data relating to the Fire Island Lighthouse published in the annual reports of 

the Light-House Board.  4 pages. 
 
 
1850’s 
 
C2. March 4, 1857.  Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer.  Requesting specifications for 

stone for building the house.  1 page. 
 
C3. March 24, 1857.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Appropriation for 

rebuilding the Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C4. April 6, 1857.  Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer.  Cost of delivering granite 

ashlar for lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C5. April 8, 1857.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Recommending stone 

be employed in rebuilding the lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C6. May 26, 1857.  Letter from Engineer to a Brick Manufacturer.  Request for proposal to 

deliver bricks at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C7. May 29, 1857.  Letter from a Brick Manufacturer to Engineer.  Cost of delivering bricks to 

Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C8. May 29, 1857.  Letter from a Stone Manufacturer to Engineer.  Cost of furnishing and 

delivering granite for foundation of lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C9. June 1, 1857.  Letter from Engineer to a Brick Manufacturer.  Requesting proposal for 

furnishing bricks.  1 page. 
 
C10. June 1, 1857.  Prepared by Engineer.  Estimate of Cost of Light House at Fire Island.  1 

page. 
 
C11. June 3, 1857.  Letter from Secretary of LH Board to Engineer.  Approval of design and 

estimate for the rebuilding of the lighthouse, with exception of system of iron ties.  1 page. 
 
C12. June 5, 1857.  Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer.  Proposed cost for delivering 

stone to Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C13. June 5, 1857.  Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer.  Cost for furnishing stone.  1 

page. 
 
C14. June 16, 1857- Letter from a Brick Manufacturer to Engineer.  Cost of furnishing brick.  1 

page. 
 



 616

C15. June 17, 1857.  Letter from Keeper Fire Island (?) to Engineer.  Extending wharf so that 
materials could be delivered to site more expeditiously.  1 page. 

 
C16. June 21, 1857.  Letter from Overseer of Works Great West Bay to Engineer.  Driving piles 

at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C17. June 22, 1857.  Letter from a Brick Manufacturer to Engineer.  Sending regrets, proposal 

not accepted.   1 page. 
 
C18. June 24, 1857.  Letter from Engineer to a Stone Contractor.  Acceptance of proposal for 

supplying stone for lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C19. June 25, 1857.  Letter from Engineer’s Asst. to a Brick Manufacturer.  Notifying brick 

contract awarded to another manufacturer.  1 page. 
 
C20. June 25, 1857.  Letter from Overseer of Works Great West Bay to Engineer.  Cost of taking 

Pile Driver and Screw to Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C21. June 29, 1857.  Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer.  Delivery of stone. 1 page. 
 
C22. July 3, 1857.  Letter from Engineer to a Stone Contractor.  Delivery of stone.  I page. 
 
C23. July 9, 1857.  Letter from a Stone Contractor.  Delivery of stone.  1 page. 
 
C24. July 11, 1857.  Letter from Overseer of Works Great West Bay to Engineer.  List of 

additional Tools and Implements to be sent to Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C25. July 18, 1857.  Letter from Overseer of Works Great West Bay to Engineer.  List of Tools 

transferred to Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C26. July 23, 1857.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Lantern boxed and 

ready for transport.  1 page. 
 
C27. July 23, 1857.  Letter from a Lumber Manufacturer to Engineer.  Notification Timber 

forwarded.  1 page. 
 
C28. July 28, 1857.  Letter from Overseer of Works Fire Island to Engineer.  Request for 

supplies needed at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C29. August 15, 1857.  Letter from Overseer of Works Fire Island to Engineer.  Delivery of 

stone, bricks, cement and timber.  1 page. 
 
C30. August 28, 1857.  Letter from Engineer’s Asst. to a Stone Contractor.  Additional stone 

required at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C31. August 31, 1857.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Estimate for 

rebuilding Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C32. September 21, 1857.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Estimate for 

rebuilding Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 
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C33. October 21, 1857.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Estimate for 
rebuilding Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 

 
C34. January 20, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to a Transport Contractor.  Transport of machinery 

and tools to Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C35. January 21, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Comments on First 

Order illuminating apparatus.  1 page. 
 
C36. March 20, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to a Transport Contractor.  Transport of machinery 

and tools to Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C37. March 20, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Light Keeper at Great West Bay.  Delivery to 

Transport Contractor of equipment for Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C38. March 20, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Storage of the Fire 

Island illuminating apparatus.  1 page. 
 
C39. April 9, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Requesting permission 

to purchase bricks for facing the Fire Island Lighthouse Tower.  1 page. 
 
C40. April 9, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Requesting permission 

to remove courses of foundation that appear deficient.  2 pages. 
 
C41. April 10, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Board does not 

approve recommendation to take down part of the foundation and approval to purchase 
additional brick.  1 page. 

 
C42. April 12, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Proposal to put a 

double number of iron bands in the lower ten feet of the tower.  1 page. 
 
C43. April 12, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to a Lantern Manufacturer.  Request to deliver 

lantern.  1 page. 
 
C44. April 14, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Approval of installing 

iron bands per letter of April 12, 1858.  1 page. 
 
C45. April 15, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Bill for illuminating 

apparatus.  1 page. 
 
C46. April 19, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Notice that the Light 

apparatus sent to Fire Island and the concrete samples are firmer.  2 pages. 
 
C47. April 20, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Drawings of a lantern 

very nearly like that of Fire Island will be sent when the Engineer requires them.  1 page. 
 
C48. April 23, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Request for balance of 

appropriation.  1 page. 
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C49. May 1, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Balance of 
appropriation.  1 page. 

 
C50. May 11, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Request to obtain 

clock for Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C51. May 27, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Project nearing 

completion, request for description of tower and notification that the tower is to be yellow. 
1 page. 

 
C52. May 27, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Data on tests 

undertaken on French Moderator Lamps destined for Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C53. July 3, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Enclosing description of 

the Fire Island Lighthouse per request of LH Board (description not included here).  1 page. 
 
C54. July 3, 1858.  Notice to Mariners.  Notification that on November 1, 1858, a 1st Order 

revolving light will be exhibited for the first time at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C55. July 12, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary to the LH Board.  Two moderator lamps 

to be transported to Portland and report of inspection of experimental washes on Fire Island 
Lighthouse.  2 pages. 

 
C56. July 14, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Pistons of 1st Order 

lamp for Fire Island need improvement and the coating for the tower exterior is approved.  
1 page. 

 
C57. August 14, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Proposal to use the 

stone in the First Lighthouse Tower and Keeper’s Dwelling in the new dwelling.  1 page. 
 
C58. August 16, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Order by Board to 

notify keeper to vacate house when required by Engineer.  1 page. 
 
C59. August 23, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Approval for 

building dwelling at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C60. August 27, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Supt. Fire Island.  Desire to construct three 

round windows in tower.  1 page. 
 
C61. September 30, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to LH Board.  Description of new lighthouse 

tower and keeper’s dwelling at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C62. November 4, 1858.  Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board.  Report that the 

Fire Island Light was exhibited on November 1, and burned excellently.  1 page. 
 
C63. December 8, 1858.  Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer.  Notice that item 

for slating at Fire Island is additional.  1 page. 
 
C64. January 1, 1859.  Return of tools, machinery and other public property in charge of 

Engineer.  List of items at Fire Island Light House.  2 pages. 
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C65. April 26, 1859.  Estimate for Montauk Pt. Tower.  Estimate includes several references to 
Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 

 
 
1860’s 
 
C66. 1860’s.  Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and 

Engineer to the Light-House Board.  1 page. 
 
C67. May 5, 1865.  Letter from Acting Engineer to LH Board.  Report of conditions at the Fire 

Island Lighthouse site.  2 pages. 
 
C68. May 13, 1865.  Light-House Board Journal.  Reported repairs authorized.  1 page. 
 
C69. May 20, 1865.  Letter from LH Board to Engineer.  Authorization to repair Fire Island 

Light House per letter of May 5, 1865.  1 page. 
 
C70. March 22, 1866.  Letter from LH Board to Engineer.  Receipt of letters regarding necessary 

repairs at Fire Island, work not authorized until appropriations are available.  1 page. 
 
C71. January 23, 1868.  Letter from Acting Engineer to LH Board.  Notice that enclosed (not 

included here) is a tracing showing plan of tower and keeper’s dwelling.  1 page. 
 
C72. January 27, 1868.  Letter from LH Board to Engineer.  Notice that purpose of tracing is for 

a Coast Survey Chart, and photographs of the Station in Washington, D.C. office are not 
sufficient.  1 page. 

 
C73. April 7, 1868.  Letter from Engineer to LH Board.  Tracing of outlines of tower and 

dwelling enclosed (not included here) and sent to Supt. of Coast Survey.  1 page. 
 
 
1870’s 
 
74. 1870’s.  Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and 

Engineer to the Light-House Board.  5 pages. 
 
75. September 21, 1871.  Letter from Engineer to Keeper Fire Island Light.  Man will be sent 

to repair tower and dwelling.  1 page. 
 
C76. October 16, 1871.  Letter from Engineer to Keeper Great West Bay Light.  Request to 

forward to Fire Island Lighthouse cradle and cement washer tools.  1 page. 
 
C77. 1825-1874.  Abstract history of the Fire Island Light Station.  2 pages. 
 
C78. December 31, 1875.  Letter from Keeper Fire Island Light to Inspector.  Report in relation 

to new wick in light.  1 page. 
 
C79. January 5, 1876.  Letter from Inspector to LH Board.  Submitting report (pot included here) 

regarding English wick.  1 page. 
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C80. July 17, 1877.  Letter from President Western Union to LH Board.  Request to install 
telegraphic apparatus on lighthouse tower.  1 page. 

C81. August 27, 1877.  Letter from Engineer to LH Board.  Report on damage to lens apparatus 
of light at Fire Island.  1 page. 

 
C82. August 31, 1877.  Letter from Engineer to LH Board.  Notice of repair to lens of Fire Island 

light.  1 page. 
 
C83. December 28, 1877.  Letter from Keeper Fire Island Light to Inspector.  Regarding 

placement of telegraph wire on tower.  1 page. 
 
C84. January 2, 1878.  Letter from Inspector to LH Board.  Description of proposed placement 

of West.  Un. Tel. Co. telegraph wire on tower.  1 page. 
 
 
1880’s 
 
C85. 1880’s.  Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and 

Engineer to the Light-House Board.  6 pages. 
 
C86. March 1880.  Form No. 36.  Description of Light-House Tower, Buildings, and Premises at 

Fire Island.  16 pages. 
 
C87. December 8, 1883.  Letter from Inspector to LH Board.  Report on increased consumption 

of lard oil at Fire Island Light.  2 pages. 
 
C88. July 11, 1884.  Letter from Inspector to LH Board.  Notice that on July 8, 1884, the mineral 

oil lamp at Fire Island Lighthouse was put into use.  1 page. 
 
C89. October 31, 1885.  Letter from Keeper Fire Island Light to Inspector.  Cost of maintaining 

Fire Island Light Station from November 1, 1884 to October 31, 1885.  1 page. 
 
C90. 1886 and 1887 Field Records.  Notice of materials purchased for repairs to dwelling at Fire 

Island.  1 page. 
 
C91. September 21, 1887.  Letter to Engineer from LH Board Secretary.  Approval to make 

repairs requested by Inspector.  1 page. 
 
C92. July 25, 1888.  Letter from Engineer to LH Board.  Necessity of forming a masons crew 

that could travel from station to station, including Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C93. November 7, 1888.  Light-House Board Journals.  Authority given to build a set of boat-

ways, a boat house and a cradle for Fire Island Light Station.  1 page. 
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1890’s 
 
C94. 1890’s.  Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and 

Keeper to the Light-House Board.  6 pages. 
 
C95. August 9, 1890.  Scientific American article on Fire Island Lighthouse.  1 page. 
 
C96. February 16, 1891.  Letter from Engineer to LH Board.  Proposal to apply a coat of black 

asphalt paint to remedy crumbling brick and changing color of lighthouse from yellow to 
black and white stripes.  1 page. 

 
C97. March 2, 1891.  Light-House Board journals.  Approval to apply asphalt paint and change 

color of lighthouse at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C98. March 7, 1891.  Letter from LH Board to Engineer.  Official approval to the Engineer to 

undertake work specified in February 16, 1891 letter.  1 page. 
 
C99. August 6, 1891.  Notice to Mariners.  Notice of Change in Color of the Tower at Fire Island 

Light Station to occur during the month of August.  1 page. 
 
C100. August 29, 1891.  Authorization for 300 Galls. Asphaltic Slag paint for painting tower.  1 

page. 
 
C101. May 7, 1894.  Light-House Board journals.  Report on a proposal to install a bivalve 

lightning light at Fire Island Light Station.  1 page. 
 
C102. May 17, 1894.  Letter from LH Board to The Secretary of the Treasury.  Recommendation 

to install an electric light at Fire Island.  2 pages. 
 
C103. May 3, 1897.  Light-House Board journals.  Seeking appropriate location to place electric 

light, not to be installed at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C104. September 9, 1899.  Correspondence of the Light-House Establishment.  Notice of cost for 

material and labor for repairs to dwelling.  1 page. 
 
 
1900’s 
 
C105. 1900’s.  Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and 

Engineer to the Light-House Board.  4 pages. 
 
C106. March 5, 1901.  Letter from Engineer to LH Board.  Reference to an article in Engineering 

Record for a new coating for the Lighthouse at Grande Pointe au Sable, 9th/District.  
Engineer requests copy of plans and specifications as Fire Island is plagued with similar 
problems.  1 page. 

 
C107. March 2, 1901.  Copy of the article as noted above which appeared in the Engineering 

Record.  1 page. 
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C108. December 27, 1901.  Letter from Engineer to LH Board.  Enclosing Bids for furnishing 
cast iron railing posts, railing &c. for Fire Island Light Station.  3 pages. 

 
C109. September 1903.  Cost of supplies furnished to Engineer.  Blacksmith making ironwork for 

Fire Island Station.  1 page. 
 
C110. April 23, 1906 to August 28, 1906.  Miscellaneous correspondence in reference to 

establishing a wireless telegraph station at Fire Island.  5 pages. 
 
C111. June 1906.  Cost of supplies furnished to Engineer - glass and putty for Fire Island Light 

Station.  1 page. 
 
C112. November 19, 1907.  Letter from Asst. Engineer to LH Board.  Cost of the installation of a 

vapor lamp at Fire Island.  2 pages. 
 
C113. February 11, 1908.  Letter from Asst.  Engineer to LH Board.  Candle power of the old and 

new lights at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C114. June 1908.  Miscellaneous letters regarding increasing the intensity of Fire Island light.  13 

pages. 
 
C115. October 8, 1909.  Letter from Captain to Major, 3rd/Dist.  Coal shed needs repairs and-

kitchen pumps and sinks furnished to assistant keeper’s.  1 page. 
 
C116. September 23, 1909.  Letter from Inspector to Keeper Fire Island.  Annual Property Return 

Comments.  1 page. 
 
C117. February 15, 1909.  Requisition for extra supplies.  1 page. 
 
 
1910’s 
 
C118. January 15, 1910.  Requisition for extra supplies.  1 page. 
 
C119. May 8, 1911.  Letter from Inspector to Commissioner of Lighthouses.  Recommendation of 

annual allowance for heating the Watch Room at Fire Island Light Station.  1 page. 
 
C120. May 29, 1911.  Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station.  Repairs to 

dwelling, including reshingling the roof.  2 pages. 
 
C121. April 9, 1912.  Letter from Asst. Superintendent to Inspector.  Report on the exterior 

condition of the Fire Island Lighthouse tower.  1 page. 
 
C122. April 25, 1912, May 8, 1912, and May 29, 1912.  Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire 

Island Light Station.  Installation of reinforcing bands and protective coating on tower.  3 
pages. 

 
C123. July 12, 1912.  Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Inspector.  Request for additional mason 

and two laborers.  1 page. 
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C124. August 7, 1912.  Letter from Inspector to Keeper Fire Island.  Necessity of expediting 
work. 1 page. 

 
C125. September 11, 1912.  Progress Report of protective coating work from Keeper Fire Island 

to Inspector.  2 pages. 
 
C126. September 29, 1912.  Progress Report of protective coating work from Keeper Fire Island 

to Inspector.  1 page. 
 
C127. October 14, 1912.  Letter from Inspector to Keeper Fire Island.  Related to costs of repair 

work.  1 page. 
 
C128. October 31, 1912.  Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Inspector.  Installing bird guard.  1 

page. 
 
C129. November 9, 1912.  Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Inspector.  Removal of staging.  1 

page. 
 
C130. November 15, 1912.  Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Inspector.  Removal of 16 iron 

stanchions from tower gallery.  1 page. 
 
C131. December 12, 1912.  Statement that cost of repairs to Fire Island Light Station exceeded 

authorized amount due to greater difficulty associated with the protective coating work on 
the tower.  1 page. 

 
C132. November 29, 1913-to May 11, 1914.  Miscellaneous letters relating to the protective 

coating applied to the lighthouse tower at Fire Island Light Station.  16 pages. 
 
C133. June 12, 1915.  Article sent to Mrs. R. J. Tracy of Patchogue from the Light-House Board.  

Historical summary of the Fire Island Lighthouse.  2 pages. 
 
C134. February 25, 1916.  Letter from The Secretary of the Navy to The Secretary of Commerce.  

Placing underground all overhead wires.  1 page. 
 
C135. August 30, 1918.  Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Supt. of Lighthouses.  Report of 

damage and repairs made to tower as a result of lightning striking pinnacle.  1 page. 
 
 
1920’s 
 
C136. August 1927.  Newspaper article.  “Lighthouse Baby is Born on Beach.”  2 pages. 
 
C137. March 23, 1929.  Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station.  Provide 

hot water heating systems for quarters of three keepers.  Specifications included.  8 pages. 
 
C138. April 30, 1929.  Fire at Fire Island State Park.  Oil House demolished.  1 page. 
 
C139. June 20, 1929 and July 1, 1929.  Miscellaneous correspondence for increased candle power 

of the Fire Island Lightship and Lighthouse.  3 pages. 
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C140. November 27, 1929.  Letter from The Surgeon General to Commissioner of Lighthouses.  
Reporting on unsanitary water conditions at Fire Island.  1 page. 

 
C141. December 19, 1929.  In-house report on water conditions at Fire Island Light Station.  1 

page. 
 
 
1930’s 
 
C142. January 2, 1930.  Letter from Commissioner of Lighthouses to The Surgeon General.  

Advising that the unsanitary water conditions will be corrected.  1 page. 
C143. April 3, 1931.  Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station.  Make 

alterations to dwelling; install running water supply system; install sanitary sewage 
disposal system.  Specifications included.  11 pages. 

 
C144. July 18, 1932.  Letter from Chief Constructing Engineer to Supt. of Light-Houses.  Length 

of flash of the modified Shinnecock lens to be installed at Fire Island.  1 page. 
 
C145. July 22, 1932.  Proposed work for Fire Island Light Station.  Replace the present lens and 

apparatus with a more efficient lens.  1 page. 
 
C146. October 27, 1933.  Letter from The Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, to the Deputy 

Commissioner of Lighthouses.  Seeking data on the Fire Island Fresnel lens that was 
transferred to the Institute.  1 page. 

 
C147. May 26, 1937.  Letter from The Secretary of The Navy to The Secretary of Commerce.  

Regarding wireless station.  3 pages. 
 
C148. January 13, 1938.  Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station.  Renew 

roof covering and replaster halls and two rooms.  Specifications included.  11 pages. 
 
C149. June 7, 1938.  Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station.  Change light 

from 10V to electric incandescent.  Miscellaneous correspondence related to the change 
included.  13 pages. 

 
C150. January 18, 1939.  Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station.  Drive 

well 200' and install electric pump.  Specifications included.  6 pages. 
 
C151. 1939.  Historical Summary of Fire Island Lighthouse, which appeared in Guide to 

Historically Famous Lighthouses in the United States, prepared by the U.S. Coast Guard.  1 
page. 

 
 
1940’s 
 
No Data 
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1950’s 
 
No Data 
 
 
1960’s 
 
C152. January 1969.  Request to modernize equipment, relocate and automate Fire Island Light.  

2 pages. 
 
 
1970’s 
 
C153. December 12, 1973.  Notice to Mariners that Fire Island Light will be relocated to the 

water tower at Robert Moses State Park.  1 page. 
 
C154. February 11, 1974.  Correspondence relating to relocating the Fire Island Light.  1 page. 
 
C155. August 4, 1975.  Survey of the Coast Guard Annex Fire Island Light Station.  7 pages. 
 
C156. October 21, 1975.  Report of conditions and corrective actions required at the Fire Island 

Lighthouse.  2 pages. 
 
C157. October 24, 1975.  Operations order for Fire Island Light Station.  2 pages. 
 
C158. News release defining agreement between the U.S. Coast Guard and the National Park 

Service.  1 page. 
 
 
1980’s 
 
C159. 1981 Transfer of 37.2 acres of land by the General Services Administration to the 

Department of the Interior.  12 pages. 
 
C160. 1981. National Register of Historic Places Inventory - Nomination Form.  4 pages. 
 
C161. 1981. National Park Service’s Classified Structure Field Inventory Report.  2 pages. 
 
C162. 1983. Recommended Treatments, Fire Island Light Station.  9 pages. 
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Data relating to the Fire Island Lighthouse 
From the annual reports of the Light-House Board, 1857-1909 

 
Note: Each annual report covers the fiscal year July 1 - June 30 for the respective year. 

 
 
 
1857 First-class lighthouse at Fire Island.  A wharf, store-house, and temporary barracks for the 

accommodation of the workmen have been constructed, and the greater part of the material 
required for the construction of the tower has been procured and landed at the site, and it is 
expected that the tower will be completed and ready for exhibiting the first order lens from 
it by the middle of the next summer. 

 
 Upon completion of the first class tower at Fire Island, now under construction, and which 

it is expected will be finished early next season, there will be three first class light-houses 
fitted with first-order lens apparatus, properly distinguished, on the seacoast of Long Island 
from Montauk Point to the entrance to New York, a distance of about 120 miles, which will 
render the navigation along that coast, with ordinary care and precaution, entirely “easy and 
safe”. 

 
 
1858 Fire Island light-house, the rebuilding of which was commenced in the summer of 1857, is 

nearly completed, and the new light will be shown for the first time on the 1st of November 
next. 

 
1866 During the season now closing, repairs, more or less extensive, have been completed on 

eighteen stations.  (Fire Island was included in the list.) 
 
1867 Fire Island, Long Island Sound. - The roof of keeper’s dwelling has been repaired, and new 

doors and steps made for the cellar. 
 
1868 145. Fire Island. - Nothing required except some small articles of supply, which will be 

furnished. 
 
1869 144. Fire Island, sea-coast of Long Island. - The tower at this station is in good condition.  

The keeper’s dwelling and fences need some small repairs.  The illuminating apparatus has 
been overhauled and adjusted.  A Funck lamp has been fitted in place of the mechanical 
lamp hitherto in use.  Boat has been newly rigged and mooring supplied.  Lanterns, curtains 
and fixtures, new pump, tool-chest and necessary tools, have been furnished. 

 
1871 170. Fire Island, Long Island. - The outside painting on the tower is very defective, and 

does not appear in the color represented in the Light-house list.  Many bricks are crumbled, 
and require to be replaced by sound ones, and the tower covered with Portland cement-
wash.  Speaking-tubes and an alarm-bell are also needed to communicate from the watch-
room with the keeper’s dwelling.  An estimate of $500 is submitted herewith. 
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1872 169. Sand’s Point, Long Island, New York. 
 173. Great West Bay, Long Island, New York. 
 174. Fire Island, Long Island. New York.  A special appropriation having been made for 

the repair of these stations measures will be speedily taken to place them in a good 
condition, and to repair the enclosures before the winter sets in. 

 
1873 Repairs to Fire Island. 
 
1874 183. Fire Island, New York. - The repairs at this station authorized under the act of June 

10, 1872, have been completed and the station placed in good condition. 
 
1875 Repairs to Fire Island. 
 
1876 190. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. – Repairs have been made to the 

illuminating apparatus at this Station.  The lantern has been sheathed anew and the tower 
cement-washed and recolored. 

 
1878 Repairs to Fire Island. 
 
1879 Repairs to Fire Island. 
 
1885 196. Fire Island, Fire Island Inlet, south side of Long Island, New York.  Mineral-oil 

lamps were set up during the year, and certain minor repairs were made. 
 
1886 At the following-named stations, repairs more or less extensive were made during the year: 
 197. Fire Island, N.Y. (included). 
 
1887 At the following-named stations, repairs more or less extensive were made during the year: 
 203. Fire Island, N.Y. (included). 
 
1889 214.  Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. - Repairs were made to the 

keeper’s dwelling and tower, a boatway 120 feet long was built, the boat-house was fitted 
with winch, and a coal bin was built. 

 
1890 239.  Fire Island, south side of Long Island.  New York. - An oil-house was built and the 

boat-ways were length 
 
1891 243.  Fire Island, south side of Long Island.  New York. - The oil-house was completed, 

and various repairs were made. 
 
1894 276.  Fire Island, New York. - This is the most important light for transatlantic steamers 

bound for New York.  It is generally the first one they make and from which they lay their 
course.  It is a first-order light, flashing white at intervals of one minute.  The illuminant is 
an oil lamp of 500-candlepower, and the intensity of the flash equals 63,830 candles. 
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Mr. Henry Lepaute, of Paris, France, a manufacturer of lens apparatus for light-houses, 
exhibited at the World’s Columbian Exhibition, held in Chicago in 1893, what is known as 
a bivalve lightning light, with electricity as an illuminant.  It is called bivalve because it 
consists of two powerful range lenses, 9 feet in diameter, back to back, and is named a 
lightning light on account of the brilliancy and short duration of the flash.  The arc light 
used is of very high candle power, and the makers claim that the intensity of the flash will 
be proportionately greater.  The apparatus is so arranged as to give a flash every five 
seconds.  The duration of the flash is about one-tenth of a second.  The Light-House Board 
concluded to purchase this apparatus and install it in Fire Island light tower in place of the 
present lens.  This necessitated in addition a steam and electric-light plant and a boiler and 
engine house to contain them.  The steam and electric-light plant has been delivered by the 
makers at the Staten Island general depot.  The boiler and engine house is now being built.  
During the change the light will be shown temporarily from a fourth-order lens. 
 

1895 284. Fire Island, seacoast of New York. - The ceiling and walls of the dwelling were 
repaired and patched.  The watch-room deck was pointed and grouted.  The following 
named work, preparatory to establishing the new electric light, was completed: A power 
house and coal shed were built.  Two boilers, one engine, one dynamo, and one exciter 
were put in place.  A narrow-gauge railroad was built from the beach to the coal shed.  All 
the ironwork necessary to adapt the lantern to the new apparatus was fitted, and is now 
stored at the general light-house depot ready for shipment.  A fourth-order lantern was 
placed temporarily on a bracket on the south side of the tower to be used while the new 
light is being installed. 

 
1897 317. Fire Island, New York. - The steam and electric plant established at this station was 

returned to the General Light-House Depot on December 21, 1896. 
 
1898 325. Fire Island, New York. - Telephone connection with the light-house engineer’s office 

was established on May 5, 1898, under the appropriation for national defense.  On May 18 
the station was furnished with a signaling out fit [sic].  The station was connected by 
telephone with the Life-Saving Service line, so that messages can be sent to Quoque Life-
Saving station and connection made there with the central station at Quogue, so that 
messages can be repeated at the Life-Saving station direct with the general light-house 
depot. 

 
1900 348. Fire Island, New York. - A series of experiments in wireless telegraphy were made at 

this station by signal officers of the War Department, the use of the building and grounds 
being granted by the Light-House Board for the purpose.  Various repairs were made. 

 
1901 358. Fire Island, New York. - Fifty-four running feet of damaged foundation wall, on 

south side, was replaced, the east wall was repaired and partly replaced, the flagging of the 
pier was relaid, the pier fence was repaired and portions were rebuilt.  Minor repairs were 
made. 

 
1905 372.  Fire Island, New York. - The survey of the light-house reservation was extended and 

completed.  Various repairs were made. 
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1908 Fire Island, New York. - Fire Island light is the objective point of all vessels approaching 

New York Harbor from the eastward after making Nantucket Shoals light-vessel, and it is 
of the greatest importance to navigation that this light should be of a character equal to that 
of the best lights in existence elsewhere.  It is estimated that this station can be equipped 
with modern high power illuminating apparatus at a cost of $30,000, and the Board 
recommends that an appropriation of that amount be made therefore. 

 
1909 Fire Island light is the objective point of all vessels approaching New York Harbor from 

the eastward after making Nantucket Shoals light-vessel, and it is of the greatest 
importance to navigation that this light should be of a character equal to that of the best 
lights in existence elsewhere.  It is estimated that this station can be equipped with modern 
high power illuminating apparatus at a cost of $30,000 and the Board recommends that an 
appropriation of that amount be made therefor. 
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ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS 

TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD 
FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR 

THIRD DISTRICT 
 

1860’s 
 
 
1862 Fire Island.  The tower needs painting with 3 coats of oil paint; the pump needs 

repairing; and a closet is required in the oil room.  The lantern needs curtains.  The 
outside woodwork of dwelling needs painting.  Estimated cost..... $450.00. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1862, P. 31.  Work recommended to 
be done.) 

 
1863 Fire Island.  Repainting tower and dwelling with oil paint, repairing pump, and putting 

up closet in Storeroom. $475.00. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1863.  Estimates for next season, p. 

135.) 
 
1865 Fire Island.  The outside of the tower at this Station was thoroughly scraped of the 

yellow wash; imperfect brick were replaced by sound ones, the joints were scraped and 
repoint6d with cement mortar and the whole outside was painted with three coats of oil 
paint.  The iron stairs [sic] also were repainted, and a sett [sic] of heavy springs was 
placed inside the newell to guard against further accidents by the falling of the 
clockweight. 

 
 The stonework on the keeper’s dwelling was repainted, the woodwork repainted and the 

stone flagging around the buildings were relaid in cement mortar. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1865, P. 572.) 
 
1866 7. Fire Island.  The slate roof of the keeper’s dwelling having been injured by a gale, 

had the damage repaired. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1866, pp. 140-141.) 
 
1867 Fire Island.  The roof of the keeper’s dwelling was repaired and new cellar doors and 

steps provided.  (Monthly Report for August 1867, p. 71.) 
 
1868 145. Fire Island, New York.  This Station is in good condition. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1868, p. 36.) 
 
1869 144. Fire Island Light House.  The tower is in good condition. 
 The keeper’s dwelling requires light repairing which will be attended to.  A new well 

pump has been furnished. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1869, p. 212.) 
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ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS 

TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD 
FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR 

THIRD DISTRICT 
 

1870’s 
 
 
1870 150. Fire Island.  Seacoast of Long Island.  Slight repairs to the dwelling and a new 

pump are required at this Station.  The repairs will be made before the end of the season 
and a pump will be furnished.  (Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1870, 
p. 212.) 

 
 Fire Island.  A new pump was provided for the well at this Station. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1870, p. 265.) 
 
1871 170. Fire Island, Long Island.  The outside painting on the tower is very defective and 

does not appear any more in the color as represented in the Light-house List.  Many 
bricks are decayed and require to be replaced with sound hard brick and this done the 
tower is to be repainted.  Speaking tubes and an alarm bell are also needed to 
communicate from the watchroom with the Keeper’s dwelling.  Other slight repairs are 
also needed at this Station.  (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1871, p. 330.) 

 
 Fire Island.  Repointing and cement washing the exterior of the tower at this Station, 

and repainting of the stonework of the Keeper’s dwelling. 
 (Monthly Report for September 1871, p. 425.) 
 
 Fire Island L.I.  This Station has been repaired, the tower repainted and crumbled brick 

replaced.  A cement wash of Portland Cement two coats, has been applied.  Speaking 
tubes and alarm bell have been attached to the tower. 

 (Monthly Report for October 1871, p. 431.) 
 
1872 174. Fire Island L Isld N.Y.  New pump has been placed at the Station and the tower 

cement washed in yellow color.  (Monthly Report for October 1872, p. 299.) 
 
1873 180. Fire Island Lt. Sta.  The pier or foundation of the light house has been repaired and 

a fence surmounting the pier is in progress of erection. 
 (Monthly Report for May 1873, p. 119.) 
 
 180. Fire Island Lt. Sta.  The fencing at this Station has been completed. 
 (Monthly Report for June 1873, p. 214.) 
 
 180. Fire Island, Long Island, New York.  A 1st/order flashing white light, Funck lamp, 

exhibited from a brick tower with keeper’s dwelling attached. 
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 Wash on tower to be renewed; a storeroom should be put up, and the closet in the oil 

room enlarged by being carried up to the ceiling; cisterns need cleaning out, and pumps 
to be put in proper order.  (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1873, pp. 32-33.) 

 
 180. Fire Island Lt. Station.  No work has been done at the above station during-the 

month.  The balance of appropriation for the repair will be needed for work to be done 
as soon as the mechanics can be spared elsewhere.  (Work Scheduled for Sauds Point 
and Great West Bay, as well.)  (Monthly Report for November 1873, p. 153.) 

 
 180. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. Small repairs have been made to the pump platform and 

new pump furnished.  The balance of special appropriation is required for coloring and 
recementing tower next spring.  (Monthly Report for December 1873, p. 298.) 

 
1874 180. Fire Island Lt. Sta.  The small balance of special appropriation is needed for 

repairs to be made as soon as weather permits and for part payment of contingent 
expenses of this office.  A new pump and platform have been erected at Fire Island Lt. 
Sta. 

 (Monthly Report for January 1874, p. 443.) 
 
 180. Fire Island Lt. Station (and Great West Bay).  The balance of the special 

appropriations is needed for recoloring the towers of these stations and for proportional 
part of contingent expenses of this office.  (Monthly Report for February 1874, p. 53.) 

 
 180. Fire Island Lt. St. Cement and coloring matter have also been sent to this station 

for cement washing the tower re the work to be attended to during the month of May. 
 (Monthly Report for April 1874, p. 202.) 
 
 183. Fire Island.  At Fire Island orders have been given for cement washing the tower 

and attending to certain carpentry work in fitting additional closets, etc. 
 (Monthly Report for May 1874, p. 247.) 
 
 183. Fire Island.  Some repairs have been made to the roof of the dwelling - closets 

have been made in the oil room, and lantern room, for tools, stoves, towels, cleaning 
materials etc. 

 Locks etc. of the building repaired and three coats of paint to the buildings throughout, 
besides the pointing and cement washing of tower and building. 

 (Monthly Report for June 1874, p. 355.) 
 
 183. Fire Island.  New York.  A 1st/order flashing white light, Funck lamp, exhibited 

from brick tower with the keeper’s dwelling attached. 
 The lightning conductor is not properly led.  The tower needs yellow wash and leaks 

badly.  The walls in the assistant keeper’s dwelling require repairs.  Fairly Kept. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1874, pp. 139-140.) 
 
 183. Fire Island, New York.  The repairs at this station authorized under the act of June 

10, 1872, have been completed, and the station placed in good condition. 
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1875 187. Fire Island, New York.  A 1st/order lens; Funck lamp.  Repairs made.  New rudder 

to boat; solar lamps repaired. 
 Required. 
 Kept in good condition. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1875, p. 309.) 
 
 187. Fire Island Light Station.  New chimney cap has been set up and stove pipes 

adjusted and overhauled.  Measurements made for repairs &c, of revolving machinery 
of lens, and roof of lantern patched.  (Monthly Report for October 1875, submitted 
November 9, 1875, p. 341.) 

 
1876 190. Fire Island Lt. Sta.  Some painting of inside work has been attended to by the 

Keepers.  (Monthly Report for April 1876, submitted May 12, 1876, p. 407.) 
 
 190. Fire Island Lt. Sta.  The materials have been ordered for resheathing the 

watchroom floor and repairing the lantern roof and the chariot rollers are being prepared 
for the repairs of the lens apparatus; - the work will be done during the month of June. 

 (Monthly Report for May 1876, submitted June 15, 1876, p. 424.) 
 
 190. Fire Island Light Station.  The watchroom floor has been resheathed, the flashing 

machinery of lens has had new rollers fitted to it and the apparatus has been repaired 
and put in good running order – the tower has been cement washed anew as well as the 
hallways, too.  (Monthly Report for June 1876, submitted July 10, 1876, p. 436.) 

 
 190. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A 1st/order flashing white light; 

Funck lamp.  Supplies furnished. - Rope, blocks, boat-anchor, boat, sails, repairing 
dock, coal &c, costing $416.22. 

 Repairs made - tower painted. 
 Required. - The roof of the keeper’s dwelling requires repairs, and some plastering. 
 In the matter of keeping the Station, since the date of last report, has much improved. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1876, pp. 45-46.) 
 
 190. Fire Island Lt. Sta.  The flagging of the top of the pier upon which the house 

stands has been repaired - and pointing attended to.  The slating of the roof and 
plastering of some rooms has also been repaired. 

 (Monthly Report for July 1876, submitted August 1876, p. 450.) 
 
 190. Fire Island.  The flagging of the top of pier which has been in very bad condition 

has been repaired and some other masonry work attended to. 
 (Monthly Report for September 1876, submitted October 13, 1876, p. 462.) 
 
1877 189. Fire Island Lt. Ho.  The roof of dwelling, brick and flagging of pier,  
 pointing around windows - walls of dwelling, &c, have undergone repairs. 
 (Monthly Report for April 1877, submitted May 9, 1877, pp. 36-37.) 
 
 189. Fire Island - The planking for a walk from the light house to the beach has been 

delivered and will be laid in a few days. 
 (Monthly Report for May 1877, submitted June 11, 1877, pp. 54-55.) 
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 189. Fire Island - The plank walk from the beach to the light house 675 feet long has 

been properly laid.  The tower has been thoroughly cement washed – chimneys 
pointed &c - 

 (Monthly Report for June 1877, submitted July 9, 1877, p.70.) 
 
 189. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A 1st/order flashing white 

light.  Funck lamp.  Supplies furnished - curtains, paint, lime &c.  $97.09. 
 Repairs made. 
 Required.  One pump needs repairs, and slight repairs on roof.  The Station is well 

kept. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1877, p. 191.) 
 
 189. Fire Island, N.Y.  The lens apparatus at this station was seriously damaged 

during the month - for the repairs of which instant measures were taken. 
 (Monthly Report for August 1877, submitted September 12, 1877, p. 155.) 
 
 189. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. Made and fitted new rail posts for gallery around 

watchroom on outside of tower and repaired the railing - Repaired and refitted 
“Pickering” pump &c. (Monthly Report for September 1877, submitted October 8, 
1877, p. 176) 

 
 189. Fire Island. - The bell springs have been repaired and lamp reservoirs and 

dampers; and rubber coated cords fitted to the lantern curtain rollers. 
 (Monthly Report for December 1877, submitted January 9, 1878, p. 206.) 
 
1878 188. Fire Island - The tower has been pointed and cement washed - and the pier 

flagging pointed and repaired.  (Monthly Report for May 1878, submitted June 8, 
1878, p. 241.) 

 
 188. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A 1st/order flashing white 

light; Funck lamp.  Supplies furnished. - Telescope, boat, stove-pipe, lime, paint, oars, 
coal &c..... $543.80. 

 Repairs made. - 
 Required. - 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1878, pp. 343-344.) 
 
 188. Fire Island.  The Keeper has been furnished with boards &c for covering for his 

boat. 
 (Monthly Report for November 1878, submitted December 14, 1878, p. 366.) 
 
1879 188.  Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A 1st/order flashing white 

light; Funck lamp.  Supplies furnished.  Rope, blocks, thermometer, fuel &c.....$38.24. 
 Repairs made. 
 Required - The tower needs to be repainted. 
 The Station, as to keeping, is in excellent order. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1879, pp. 45-46.) 
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ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS 
 

TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD 
FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR 

THIRD DISTRICT 
 

1880’s 
 
 
1880 192. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A 1st/order lens; Funck lamp.  

Supplies furnished – Rope, oars, fuel &c .... $69.38. 
 Repairs made – Sundry small repairs have been made. 
 Required - The dwelling-house leaks and should have attention in that respect. 
 The Station otherwise, and as to keeping is in good condition. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1880, pp. 201-202.) 
 
1881 191. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A 1st/order lens; Funck lamp.  

Cash expenditures. - Salaries, stove, rope, blocks, and freight .... $841.79.  The tower needs 
rewashing, and it leaks in the roof.  The dwelling-house needs repairs, one of the walls of 
the assistants room having been thrown down during a recent storm, and the flagging 
having settled in places.  The pumps are entirely worn out. The steps leading to the deck 
need renewal. 

 In all other respects, the Station is in good condition, and is well kept. 
 The dwelling-house erected during the year, on the light-house property, without 

permission, by the keeper of the Life Saving Station, was removed under instructions from 
the Superintendent. 

 The other liberties taken by the crew of the Life Saving Station have all been corrected by 
the proper authorities, and the Light-Keeper will be required to encourage friendly rations 
(sic) with his neighbors. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1881, pp. 411-412.) 
 
1882 194. Fire Island, east side of Fire Island Inlet, New York.  A 1st/ order lens Funck lamp.  

Cash expenditures. 
 Repairs made. - There were furnished during the year two new pumps, materials for new 

flooring the entries, and a new boat-sail. - 
 Required. - The circular windows of the Station need new sashes. - 
 The Station is in good condition and the light is well kept. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1882, pp. 43-44.) 
 
 194. Fire Island N.Y.  A new set of Lamp burners have been furnished his Station. 
 (Monthly Report for November 1882, submitted December 12, 1882, p. 84.) 
 
1883 194. Fire Island N.Y.  New burners for this Station have been supplied. 
 (Monthly Report for January 1883, submitted February 8, 1883, p. 93.) 
 
 194. Fire Island N.Y.  The illuminating apparatus at this Station has received a lampists 

attention during the month. 
 (Monthly Report for February 1883, submitted March 6, 1883, p. 99.) 
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 193. Fire Island N.Y.  The necessary painting of this Station has been provided for during 

this month.  (Monthly Report for April 1883, submitted May 8, 1883, p. 113.) 
 
 193. Fire Island N.Y.  Some necessary lampist work has been attended to. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1883, p. 155.) 
 
 193. Fire Island N.Y.  Some necessary work upon the lamps has been done during the 

month.  (Monthly Report for July 1883, submitted August 8, 1883, p. 202.) 
 
 193. Fire Island N.Y.  The lamps and lens apparatus have been overhauled and repaired. 
 (Monthly Report for August 1883, submitted September 10, 1883, p. 207.) 
 
 193. Fire Island N.Y.  The Station has been visited by a lampist to attend to some needs of 

the illuminating apparatus. 
 (Monthly Report for December 1883, submitted January 9, 1884, pp. 228-229.) 
 
1884 196. Fire Island N.Y.  The work of laying plank walk at this Station has been finished. 
 (Monthly Report for March 1884, submitted April 8, 1884, p. 252.) 
 
 196. Fire Island N.Y  The plank walk at this Station has been renewed and extended. 
 (Monthly Report for April 1884, submitted May 9, 1884, p. 259.) 
 
 196. Fire Island on east side of Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A 

1st/order lens; Funck Lamp, June –30th. 
 A 1st/order mineral oil lamp was put in place, and lighted for first time, on the 8th instant. 
 Supplies furnished.  Rope, stove and fixtures, boat lime and uniforms... $267.02. 
 Salaries....  $1,535.32. 
 Some repairs were made and others were required. 
 The Station is in good order. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1884, pp. 258-259.) 
 
 196. Fire Island.  On east side of Fire Island Inlet, south side of Long Island N.Y.  The 

plank walk from the Station to the boat landing has been rebuilt during the year and some 
general repairs of locks &c of doors attended to.  First order mineral oil lamps to replace 
those burning Lard oil - have been made and sent to the Station. 

 The Station is in good order. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1884, p. 309.) 
 
 196. Fire Island N.Y.  Some necessary work for the strengthening and better securing the 

lantern at this Station is being attended to. 
 (Monthly Report for July 1884, submitted August 7, 1884, p. 372.) 
 
1885 196. Fire Island.  On east side of Fire Island inlet, south side of Long Island, New York.  

1st/order flashing white light; mineral oil lamp. - 
 Supplies furnished.  Fuel, fire-brick, Stove-pipe, boat sails &c $56.23.  Salary.... $1499.24. 
 The dwelling needs painting; repairs to window casings; plastering inside and pointing 

outside, and leaks to be stopped on the southeast side. 
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 The tower is slightly cracked in places, and the bricks on the outside are considerably 

chipped. 
 The flagging and the brickwork on the pier have sunk in places.  The pumps of the cistern 

are worn out. 
 As to keeping, the Station is in good order. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1885, pp. 51-52.) 
 
 196. Fire Island.  On east side of Fire Island inlet, south side of Long Island, N.Y.  At this 

station mineral oil lamps have been set up during the year.  Repairs have been made to 
doors, windows, locks &c 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1885, p. 33.) 
 
 196. Fire Island N.Y.  A new pump has been furnished this Station. 
 (Monthly Report for November 1885, submitted December 8, 1885, p. 115.) 
 
1886 197. Fire Island N.Y.  Some repairs of the Keepers boat have been made. 
 (Monthly Report for April 1886, submitted May 8, 1886, p. 146.) 
 
 197. Fire Island.  On east side of Fire Island Inlet, s. side of Long Island, N.Y.  A new 

pump has been furnished this Station. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1886, p. 185.) 
 
 197. Fire Island on the east side of Fire Island inlet, south side of Fire Island, New York.  

A 1st/order flashing white light.  Funck lamp. - 
 Supplies furnished - Lime; rope, glass and glycerine, - $172.69. 
 Salaries .... $1496.41. 
 The roof, window frames, gutters and plastering of the dwelling need repairs. - 
 The Station generally is in good order. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1886, pp. 231-232.) 
 
 197. Fire Island N.Y.  The light house lantern at this Station has been thoroughly 

overhauled and refitted with new screws.  The lamps and burners have been overhauled and 
repaired.  The dwelling will undergo some necessary repairs during the coming month. 

 (Monthly Report for August 1886, submitted September 7, 1886, p. 250.) 
 
 197. Fire Island N.Y.  At this Station some general overhauling and much needed repairs 

have been commenced and well advanced during the month. 
 (Monthly Report for September 1886, submitted October 5, 1886, p. 255.) 
 
 197. Fire Island N.Y.  The very thorough repairs of this Station begun in September have 

been finished during the month. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1886, submitted November 9, 1886, p. 260.) 
 
1887 203. Fire Island N.Y.  The plate glass for the lantern repairs at this Station has been 

procured and will be forwarded at an early day. 
 (Monthly Report for May 1887, submitted June 10, 1887, p. 317.) 
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 203. Fire Island.  On E. side of Fire Island inlet, s. side of Long Island, N.Y.  Some repairs 

and other improvements have been made at this Station during the year.  The slates of the 
dwelling roof which gave much trouble were removed and shingles, substituted.  The 
plastering of several rooms was repaired - the walls were pointed.  The flagging of the pier 
were relaid and the sides of the pier pointed.  The lantern which leaked badly was reglazed 
and new screws substituted for those worn out by rust.  The illuminating apparatus will 
receive attention and refitting in the next month. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1887, pp. 363-364.) 
 
 203. Fire Island, on the east side of Fire Island inlet, South side of Long Island, New York.  

A first order flashing white light; Funck mineral oil lamp. 
 Supplies furnished. - Lime - marker rope, medicines, stoves and fixtures & paint $147.13 

(or $177.13?)  Salaries .... $1558-39. 
 Four rooms in the dwelling were painted and whitewashing was done by the keepers. 
 The window frames on the east side of the dwelling need repairs as they are in poor 

condition.  Two storm doors are needed and also pumps for the cistern on the east side of 
the dwelling.  Some of the lower beams on the east side of the house appear to be decayed.  
The Station is in good order. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1887, pp. 399-400.) 
 
1888 206. Fire Island N.Y.  A supply of glass, valve leather, pump, nails, bolts, screws, window 

frames, storm doors, hinges, locks, knobs, lumber, cement, & lens protector has been 
delivered at this Station for general repairs. 

 (Monthly Report for April 1888, submitted May 2, 1888, p. 106.) 
 
 206. Fire Island.  On east side of Fire Island Inlet, S side of Long Island, N.Y.  Glazing of 

lantern repaired and roof put in good order.  Storm door to the entrance of the watch room 
has been repaired and refitted and material for repairs to dwelling and pier delivered at the 
Station.  (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1888, p. 172.) 

 
 206. Fire Island, on east side of Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A first 

order flashing white light; mineral oil Funck float lamp. - 
 Supplies furnished.  Blocks, stove fixtures, lime - marker, Spirit level.... $74.89. 
 Salaries .... $1634.90. 
 Repairs made. 
 Required.  The doors and windows need repairs; the tower leaks. 
 The Station is in fair condition. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1888, pp. 67-68.) 
 
 206. Fire Island N.Y.  The floor timber of the oil room have been repaired and carrying 

timbers properly shored placed next to partition; made outside door frame and set 
trimmings, put in new sill and fitted double door.  Locks, knobs, &c. overhauled and 
rehung two storm doors and made one new one.  The brick paving of pier relaid where 
necessary.  Cemented around base of tower and joints of the foundation of the dwelling. 

 (Monthly Report for July 1888, submitted August 15, 1888, pp. 197-198.) 
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 206. Fire Island, N.Y.  Set three boundary posts; made and fitted 2. window frames, one 

new sill outside; repaired 2. window frames; made and fitted 96 feet of ¼" round moulding, 
laid in white lead around the windows of the tower and dwelling; got out and fitted 10 feet 
of moulding taking off old and renailing same.  Repaired and rehung outside cellar door; 
fitted 200 feet of weather strips.  Built one new set of steps and railing and repaired others.  
Repaired fence; flashed each side of windows.  Pointed tower deck and around windows of 
the tower and dwelling. 

 (Monthly Report for August 1888, submitted September 11, 1888, p. 206.) 
 
 206. Fire Island, N.Y.  Material has been collected and prepared for shipment, for boat 

house and boatways at this Station. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1888, submitted November 13, 1888, p. 240.) 
 
 206. Fire Island, N.Y.  Material has been delivered and 90 feet of boatways and a boat 

house 14' x 30' with shingle roof and batten sides built. 
 (Monthly Report for November 1888, submitted December 10, 1888, pp. 251-252.) 
 
 211. Fire Island, N.Y.  A boat cradle sixteen feet long and five wide has been built and is 

ready to ship to the Station. 
 (Monthly Report for December 1888, submitted January 10, 1889, p. 269.) 
 
1889 206. Fire Island, N.Y.  Lumber and other material for extending the boatways have been 

delivered - also a winch to be used in connection with the ways. 
 (Monthly Report for March 1889, submitted April 10, 1889, p. 306.) 
 
 214. Fire Island, N.Y.  A coal bin has been built, one boat winch and material for 

extending boatways delivered and work completed. 
 (Monthly Report for April 1889, submitted May 11, 1889, pp. 323-324.) 
 
 214. Fire Island.  Repairs have been made to the keeper’s dwelling and tower.  A boatway 

120 feet long, boat house fitted with winch, and coal bin have been built. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1889, p. 396.) 
 
 214. Fire Island, on east side of Fire Island Inlet, on the South side of_Long Island, New 

York.  A 1st/order flashing white light, Funck float lamp. 
 Supplies furnished.  Medicines, range, boat, rope, blocks, fuel &c .... $707.45. 
 Salaries .... $1608.52. 
 Repairs made.  The dwelling was ___?___ - house and ways were repaired.  New coal-

house was built and the lantern received new lining. 
 Required - The outside of the tower needs to be cement-washed.  The station - the boat-

ways lengthened 3? feet. 
 As to keeping the Station is in fair condition. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1889, pp. 305-306.) 
 
 214. Fire Island, N.Y.  Oil house has been completed and repairs made to boatways. 
 (Monthly Report for November 1889, submitted December 12, 1889, p. 15.) 
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ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
 

TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD 
FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR 

THIRD DISTRICT 
 

1890’s 
 
 
1890 239. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A first order flashing white light, 

Funck float lamp. 
 Supplies furnished.  Fire-brick, paint, oars, stove-brick, fuel &c .... $143.04. 
 Salary.... $1812.52. 
 Repairs made. 
 Required.  The outside of the tower, in which the bricks are weatherworn, and the pumps 

need repairs. 
 The Station is in efficient order. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1890, p. 99.) 
 

239. Fire Island, N.Y.  An oil house has been built; boatways lengthened; lantern glass and 
1st/order burner delivered at Station. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1890, p. 94.) 
 
239. Fire Island, N.Y.  The kitchen pumps have been fitted with new parts, overhauled and 
repaired. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1890, submitted November 10, 1890, p. 163.) 
 

1891 239. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y.  This Sta. has been supplied with six new rim locks for doors 
of dwelling. 

 (Monthly Report for January 1891, submitted February 14, 1891.) 
 
 243. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A first order flashing white light.  

Funck float lamp. 
 Supplies furnished.  Paint, lime, oils, rope, medicines &c .... $63.17.  Salaries .... $1690.00. 
 Repairs made.  The wells [?] of the Station were repaired. 

 Required.  The outside of the tower needs paint or wash to protect it from deterioration.  
The pointing is falling out and the bricks are chipping off.  The interior of the tower needs a 
hand railing to staircase, and there should be a new plank way to boat-house. 

 The Station is kept in good order. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1891, pp. 319-320.) 
 
 243. Fire Island, N.Y.  The material for changing the tower to horizontal stripes white and 

black has been delivered and workmen are engaged putting it on. 
 (Monthly Report for August 1891, submitted September 10, 1891, p. 277.) 
 
 243. Fire Island, N.Y.  Painted tower alternate bands of black and white. 
 (Monthly Report for September 1891, submitted October 1, 1891, p. 288.) 
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 243. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y.  Repaired the plank walk. 
 (Monthly Report for September 1891, submitted October 1, 1891, p. 288.) 
 
1892 266. Fire Island.  N.Y.  A new collar has been fitted on the lantern dome to hold the pipes. 
 (Monthly Report for July 1892, submitted August 5, 1892, p. 386.) 
 
1893 266. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. - The work of repairing and lengthening the boatways is now 

at hand. 
 (Monthly Report for May 1893, submitted June 10, 1893, p. 443.) 
 
 274. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y.  Completed lengthening & repairs on boatways. 
 (Monthly Report for June 1893, submitted July 10, 1893, p. 451.) 
 
 Fire Island, N.Y. - A new collar has been put on the lantern dome to hold the pipe. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1893, p. 475.) 
 
1894 276. Fire Island, N.Y. - The work for the proposed change of the characteristic of the light 

is well advanced.  The material for the electric building has been mostly collected at this 
Depot.  The plant contracted for and the 4th order Lantern to be used while the change is 
being made is nearly finished. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1894, p. 50.) 
 
 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y. - All the material for the railroad; platform for 4th order 

lantern; cement for foundations and floors; frame of building, except sills and plates; 
corrugated iron for covering same, together with necessary rigging, has been landed and 
750 feet of narrow gauge track from the shore to site of plant building, built. 

 (Monthly Report for August 1894, p. 79.) 
 
 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. - A platform on the level of the main lantern deck has been 

built, and a 4th order lantern set up with the exception of the roof.  Foundation for the 
power house completed, frame set up and boarded to the eaves, the concrete floor in the 
portion to be occupied as a coal bin completed.  750 ft. of track built from near boat-house 
on the Bay side to power house.  1st/Ass’t Keeper Quarters has been partly replastered & 
repaired. 

 (Monthly Report for September 1894, submitted October 9, 1894, p. 85.) 
 
 No. 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y.  The repairs on the walls and ceilings in the Keeper’s 

dwelling have been completed; electric power house is almost finished, - walls filled with 
sawdust mortar; two boilers, one engine and one dynamo set in place and the pipe 
connection now being made.  The temporary 4th order lantern is now ready to receive the 
lantern glass.  The electric lamps to be used, - or proposed to be used, are now being tested 
at this Depot. 

 (Monthly Report for October 1894, submitted November 10, 1894, p. 89.) 
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 No. 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y.  The engine and boilers have been connected and 

tested.  A retaining wall has been built north of the power house.  Keeper’s coal shed 
moved near the railroad track.  Railroad completed to the power house.  Power house 
finished and painted.  Cisterns of 10,500 gal. capacity built.  Walls and ceilings of Keeper’s 
dwelling patched.  Deck of the tower grouted.  Lantern glass and roof of the temporary 4th 
order lantern fitted. 

 (Monthly Report for November 1894, submitted December 14, 1894, p. 93.) 
 
1895 No. 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y. - Patterns have been completed and castings made for 

the necessary changes in the electric apparatus to adapt it to the present lantern at Fire 
Island.  The work of fitting the castings is now at hand. 

 (Monthly Report for January 1895, submitted February 6, 1895, p. 100.) 
 
 No. 274. Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y. - The new deck & other castings necessary for the 

Electric plant & appa. are being prepared. 
 (Monthly Report for February 1895, submitted March 7, 1895, p. 102.) 
 
 No. 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y. - The new parts of the pedestal & deck for the 

Electrical apparatus have been completed. 
 (Monthly Report for March 1895, submitted April 8, 1895, p. 106.) 
 
 284. Fire Island, N.Y. - The ceiling and walls of the dwelling have been repaired and 

patched.  The watch room deck pointed and grouted.  The following work preparatory to 
establishing the new electric light proposed for this Station, has been completed. 

 A powerhouse and coal shed was built. 
 Two boilers, one engine, one dynamo and one exciter were put in place A narrow gauge 

railroad built from the beach to the coal shed.  All the iron work necessary to adapt the 
lantern to the new apparatus has been fitted and is now stored at the Depot ready for 
shipment.  A 4th order lantern has been temporarily placed on a bracket on the south side of 
the tower to serve until the new light is established. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1895, p. 140.) 
 
 No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y.  The work of repainting the tower and other repairs is 

now in hand. 
 (Monthly Report for August 1895, submitted September 6, 1895, p. 165.) 
 
 No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y.  The tower has been pointed and the electric power-

house painted; portable boatways built and ready to be delivered. 
 (Monthly Report for September 1895, submitted October 9, 1895, p. 170.) 
 
 No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y.  Tools, rigging &c, left at the Station when work on the 

electric plant, &c. was suspended, have been brought to this depot. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1895, submitted November 9, 1895, p. 177.) 
 
 No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y.  Three lengths of portable boatways have been 

delivered at the Station. 
 (Monthly Report for December 1895, submitted January 7, 1896, p. 189.) 
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1896 No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y.  The pump braces and valves have been repaired; steps 

leading to the pier rebuilt and leaks in the east side of the dwelling stopped. 
 (Monthly Report for May 1896, submitted June 9, 1896, p. 221.) 
 
 No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y.  Tower pointed and electric plant house painted; pump, pump 

braces and steps leading to pier, or platform repaired and leak in E. side of dwelling 
stopped.  Decision has yet to be made as to what shall be the disposition of the electric 
plant whether to be used at Station as may seem unnecessary in view of the establishment 
of a light-vessel 9 miles seaward, or to be transferred for use at some other station. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1896, p. 257.) 
 
 No. ___ - Fire Island Light-Vessel.  To be established July 10, 1896. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1896, p. 257.) 
 
 No. 305. - Fire Island Lt. Station, N.Y.  An inspection of this Station was made on Aug. 7 

and Report of same with recommendations &c are forwarded to the Board on Aug. 17. 
 (Monthly Report for August 1896, submitted September 8, 1896, p. 342.) 
 
 No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y.  Furnished new governor, brass bushings for clockwork of 

lens, one drill and one tap.  Clock repaired; lens leveled; 16 new bolts put in lantern braces, 
and lining and iron door of lantern repaired; two damper pipes overhauled. 

 (Monthly Report for September 1896, submitted October 13, 1896, p. 351.) 
 
 No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - New bell pull for tower furnished. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1896, submitted November 11, 1896, p. 361.) 
 
 No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - The entire steam and electric plant and one 4th order iron 

lantern removed and brought to this Depot on Dec. 31.  Overhauled lamps and fitted 
packing rings on pistons. 

 (Monthly Report for December 1896, submitted January 11, 1897, p. 377.) 
 
1897 No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Furnished 9 plates lantern glass. 
 (Monthly Report for January 1897, submitted February 1897, p. 383.) 
 
 No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Furnished with one barrel cement for pointing pier, and 50 

shingles for roof of water closet. 
 (Monthly Report for April 1897, submitted May 8, 1897, p. 400.) 
 
 No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Pointed sides of pier; repaired roof of water closet. 
 (Monthly Report for May 1897, submitted June 9, 1897, p. 406.) 
 
 No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Leveled lens; repaired 2 lamp dampers. 
 (Monthly Report for June 1897, submitted July 8, 1897, p. 414.) 
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No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - The steam and electric plant established at this Station was 
returned to this Depot on Dec. 31, 1896.  Braced and secured lantern and repaired door.  
Furnished 9 plates glass for lanterns, new governor for lens; leveled and repaired lens 
apparatus and lamps; pointed sides of pier, repaired roof of water closet and furnished new 
bell pull for tower call bell. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1897, p. 438.) 
 

 No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Overhauled revolving machinery of lens and made necessary 
measurements for supplying new parts. 

 (Monthly Report for August 1897, submitted September 9, 1897, p. 489.) 
 
1898 No. 317. - Fire Island, N.Y. - New chariot for lens furnished and fitted. 
 (Monthly Report for January 1898, submitted February 9, 1898, p. 22.) 
 
 No. 317. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Telephone connection established with this office May 5th, 

Station supplied with the following signaling outfit &c: 
 1 binocular marine glass, 
 1 set (19) International Code Signal Flags, 
 1 copy of the International Code of Signals, 
 1 copy of the Instructions for Signaling, 
 1 set of signal halyards and blocks, 
 (Monthly Report for May 1898, submitted June 9, 1898, p. 47.) 
 
 No. 317. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Rebuilt chimney and repaired 4 window frames of dwelling. 
 (Monthly Report for June 1898, submitted July 8, 1898, p. 54.) 
 
 No. 317. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Made and fitted new chariot for lens.  Rebuilt chimney and 

repaired 4 window frames in dwelling.  Telephone connection with this office established 
May 5, ’98.  May 18, Station furnished with signaling outfit as follows: 1 Marine glass, 1 
set code signal flags, 1 set halyards, 1 copy International Code of Signals, 1 copy 
Instructions for Signaling. 

 Telephone connection established May 5, ’98.  Station connected by telephone with Life 
Saving Service line so that messages can be sent to Quoque Life Saving Station and 
connection made there with Central Station at Quoque so that messages can be repeated at 
the Life Savings [sic] Station direct with this office. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1898, p. 92.) 
 
 No. 317. - Fire Island, N.Y. - 6 plates lantern glass and 4 steel set screws for lens furnished. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1898, submitted November 8, 1898, p. 159.) 
 
 No. 325. - Fire Island, N.Y. - 2, 1st/order damper rods for lamps furnished. 
 (Monthly Report for December 1898, submitted January 11, 1899, p. 174.) 
 
1899 No. 325. Fire Island, N.Y. - 10 plates lantern glass and 4 storm pane clamps furnished. 
 (Monthly Report for January 1899, submitted February 9, 1899, p. 183.) 
 
 No. 325. Fire Island, N.Y. - 1 steel bolt for lens pedestal furnished. 
 (Monthly Report for February 1899, submitted March 9, 1899, p. 190.) 
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No. 325. Fire Island, N.Y. - New clock for lens completed and shipped to Sta., 29th. 
 (Monthly Report for April 1899, submitted May 9, 1899, p. 204.) 
 

 No. 325. Fire Island, N.Y.  Made and fitted new clock for revolving lens. 
 (Monthly Report for May 1899, submitted June 8, 1899, p. 211.) 
 
 No. 325. Fire Island, N.Y.  New revolving clock for lens, made and fitted; 16 plates, 

lantern glass, 4 storm pane clamps and two 1st/ damper rods delivered. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1899, p. 280.) 
 
 No. 341. Fire Island, N.Y.  12 balls for bearing of lens chariot wheels furnished.  

Authority to use a building and to erect a pole for experiments in wireless telegraphy 
granted to War Dept. Signal Office. 

 (Monthly Report for September 1899, submitted October 9, 1899, p. 346.) 
 
 No. 341. Fire Island, N.Y.  Furnished, fitted and painted 13 board shutters for windows; 

pointed two sides and end of dwelling; furnished and fitted new joint for, and reset old 
smoke-jack - $89.00. 

 (Monthly Report for November 1899, submitted December 9, 1899, p. 361.) 
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ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS 
TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD 

FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR 
THIRD DISTRICT 

 
1900's 

 
 
1900 No. 341. Fire Island, N.Y.  8 plates lantern glass (4) 27 11/16" x 38 5/8", (4) 27 11/16 x 39 

1/8" and 5 pairs knobs and 3 catches for doors furnished. 
 (Monthly Report for March 1900, submitted April 9, 1900, p. 386.) 
 
 No. 341. Fire Island, N.Y.  Overhauled revolving machinery of lens. 
 (Monthly Report for May l900, submitted June 8, 1900, p. 401.) 
 
 No. 341. Fire Island, N.Y.  Furnished, fitted and painted 13 board shutters for windows; 

pointed 2 sides and end of dwelling; repaired and reset smoke-stack; 5 pairs of knobs, 3 
catches for doors, 6 plates lantern glass and 12 balls for lens chariot bearing furnished, lens 
machinery overhauled. 

 A series of experiments in wireless telegraphy were made at this station by the signal 
officers of the War Department, - Use of building and grounds for the purpose being 
granted by the Board under date of 15 September ’99. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1900, p. 32.) 
 
 No. 348. Fire Island, N.Y.  Plunger valve of lamp repaired. 
 (Monthly Report for November 1900, submitted December 8, 1900, p. 437.) 
 
1901 No. 348. Fire Island, N.Y.  Repaired one burner, 1st/order lamp. 
 (Monthly Report for March 1901, submitted April 8, 1901, p. 468.) 
 
 No. 348. Fire Island, N.Y.  The work of removing damaged brick wall, on south side of 

foundation, and replacing it with a new 12" brick wall 54" in length, and portion of same 
on east side, the relaying of flagging on pier, and building a new fence on repaired parts of 
wall - authorized Nov. 13, 1900 at cost of $540 - has been completed. 

 Float chamber for lamp repaired and returned to station. 
 (Monthly Report for June 1901, submitted July 8, 1901, p. 493.) 
 
 No 348. Fire Island, N.Y.  1 burner and plunger valve and float chambers of lamp 

repaired and returned to Station; 54 lineal ft. of damaged foundation wall, on south side, 
replaced by new 12" brick wall; east wall repaired and partly replaced by new brick wall; 
flagging of pier relaid and pier fence repaired and portions rebuilt.  Work authorized by 
Board Nov. 13, 1900, at cost of $540.00. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1901, p. 127.) 
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 No. 348. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York.  A first order flashing white 

light; first order 5 wick burner.  Salaries .... $1690.00.  The supplies furnished were paint, 
brushes, putty, medicine, fire brick, stove castings and lime.  The pier was rebuilt on two 
sides.  The repairs needed are a new door, storm panes and clamps for lantern, new railing 
for tower deck, new window frames for dwelling, and repairs of pumps and frames of 
wells. 

 The Station is in very good condition. 
 (Annual Inspector’s Report for the year ending June 30, 1901, p. 44.) 
 
 No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y.  Repaired brick wall damaged by lightning $14.00; 3 cells of 

Victor dry battery furnished for telephone. 
 (Monthly Report for August 1901, submitted September 9, 1901, p. 210.) 
 
 No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y.  Made new rachet pawl. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1901, submitted November 9, 1901, p. 231.) 
 
 No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y.  Sent a machinist to Station to measure the new iron rail on 

lantern. 
 (Monthly Report for November 1901, submitted December 9, 1901, p. 242.) 
 
 No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y. Made and furnished two new ratchet pawls for 1st/order clock. 
 (Monthly Report for December 1901, submitted January 9, 1902, p. 250.) 
 
1902 No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y.  Made one new, and repaired old hammer of Keeper’s call 

bell in tower.  The iron railing authorized Dec. 30, 1901 is nearly complete. 
 (Monthly Report for January 1902, submitted February 8, 1902, p. 260.) 
 
 No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y.  Two new No. 2 well pumps with platforms and covers 

furnished and fitted. 
 (Monthly Report for April 1902, submitted May 1902, p. 286.) 
 
 No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y.  Two oil carriers and one 1st/order burner repaired and 

returned to Station. 
 (Monthly Report for June 1902, submitted July 8, 1902, p. 306.) 
 
 No. 358. Fire Island, New York.  Furnished and fitted 2 new #2 well pumps with 

platforms and covers and repaired brick wall damaged by lightning, July 3, 1901.  
Furnished 3 cells of Victor dry battery for telephone and made two new ratchet pawls for 
first order clock, and repaired and returned 2 oil carriers and I first order burner; also 
measured for new iron rail on lantern and repaired keeper’s call bell in tower.  New iron 
railing finished and waiting to be sent. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1902, p. 360.) 
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 No. 358. Fire Island, New York.  A first-order flashing white light; 1st/order lamp. 
 Salaries .... $1690.00. 
 A range and fixtures, medicines, rope, oil and paints were supplied. 
 A new wall was put up in place of the one destroyed by lightning, July 3, 1901. 
 The needs are a new railing on deck of tower, (awaiting transportation), the gutters and oil 

house to be patched and the Station boat to be repaired. 
 The Station is in good order. 
 (Annual Inspector’s Report for the year ending June 30, 1902, p. 73.) 
 
 No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y.  Fitted new iron railing on lantern deck and repaired plaster in 

dwelling. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1902, submitted November 8, 1902, p. 460.) 
 
1903 No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y.  Furnished two ratched pawls for lens clock. 
 (Monthly Report for January 1903, submitted February 7, 1903, p. 485.) 
 
 No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y.  Fitted new iron railing on lantern deck and repaired plaster in 

dwelling.  Furnished two ratchet pawls for lens clock. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1903, p. 83.) 
 
 No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y.  Fitted new iron door to lantern and two new rollers on 

outside storm door of lantern, repaired curtain rollers of lantern. 
 (Monthly Report for September 1903, p. 171.) 
 
 No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y.  Repaired one 1st/order lamp. 
 (Monthly Report for October 1903, p. 178.) 
 
 No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y.  Furnished 6 plates of lantern glass. 
 (Monthly Report for November 1903, p. 184.) 
 
1904 No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y.  Two brass speaking tubes from tower to watch room 

furnished. 
 (Monthly Report for May 1904, p. 234.) 
 
 No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y.  Fitted new iron door to lantern and two new rollers on 

outside storm door to lantern.  Repaired curtain rollers of lantern.  Repaired 1 first order 
lamp.  Furnished six plates of lantern glass.  Two brass speaking tubes from tower to watch 
room furnished. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1904, p. 299.) 
 
1905 No. 372. Fire Island, N.Y.  Fitted three sections of new lining in dome of lantern, also 

new smoke stack, and repaired copper roof of lantern. Extended and completed survey of 
the Light-house reservation. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1905.) 
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1906 No. 372. Fire Island, N.Y.  The work of repairing retaining wall of light-house pier, 

cellar window embrasure, surface flagging of pier and pier railing, under agreement with 
Joseph Hein, in the sum of $235.00, as per Board’s authority of Sept. 8th, 1905, was 
completed on October 30, 1905.  Furnished new kitchen sink and fittings.  Furnished 10 
plates lantern glass. 

 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1906, p. 260.) 
 
 No. 372. Fire Island, N.Y.  Two (2) new dampers and rods for 1st Order lamps furnished. 
 (Monthly Report for December 1906, p. 370.) 
 
1907 No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y.  Furnished 3 pairs sash with train &c., and materials for 

repairs to plaster in dwelling. 
 (Monthly Report for June 1907, p. 411.) 
 
 No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y.  Furnished two new dampers and rods for 1st Order lamps, 

and 3 pairs sash with trains, &c., and material for repairs to plaster in dwelling. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1907, p. 70.) 
 
 No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y.  Fitted new window frames and sash; new steps at kitchen 

entrance of dwelling; repaired and reglazed old sash. 
 (Monthly Report for July 1907, p. 418.) 
 
 No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y.  Installed new vapor lamp. 
 (Monthly Report for November 1907, submitted December 9, 1907, p. 167.) 
 
 No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y.  The new vapor lamp installed in the month of November 

went into operation December 3rd.  The duration of flash was reduced to 4 seconds and the 
dark interval increased to 56 seconds. 

 (Monthly Report for December 1907, submitted January 9, 1908, p. 175.) 
 
1908 No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y.  Installed new vapor lamp; fitted new window frames and 

sash; repaired and reglazed old sash.  $540.00. 
 (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1908, p. 257.) 
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List of Miscellaneous Historical Documents 
 
 
D1. 1861.  Specifications for a First-Order Light House, (Brick Tower).  Prepared at the Office 

of the Light-House Board.  October 1861.  Published by the Government Printing Office, 
Washington.  11 pages. 

 
D2. March 1874.  “The Light-Houses of the United States,” by Charles Nordhoff.  Published in 

Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, No. CCLXXXVI, March 1874, Vol. XLVIII.  13 pages. 
 
D3. December 28, 1886.  Letter from Major of Engineers to 3rd/District Engineer.  Describing 

system of lightning conductors to be adopted in lighthouses.  1 page. 
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FINISHES STUDY 
 
 

Objective 
 
 

The prime objective of this historic structure report was data collection as an aid to decision 
making.  Paint research of architectural elements can provide a large quantity of data rather quickly, 
with little physic al effort, and the process is relatively non-destructive to the architectural fabric.  
For these reasons, the finishes were studied to offer direction to the decision-makers.  The analysis at 
this stage was designed to provide an overview, and thus, is not refined. 
 

Numerous paint samples were extracted, over three hundred in total, from the Lighthouse and 
Keeper's Dwelling.  They were extracted prior to any work on the structure so that historic elements 
could be identified and taken into account in any proposed restoration and/or adaptive use program. 
 

Color schemes for specific periods have not been worked out at this point as the time 
constraints and the parameters of this paint research exercise negated a thorough comparative 
analysis of all the finishes of the structures.  The data collected, however, will provide the data base 
for future, more refined research after a restoration period has been selected. 
 

Included in this report are lists of paint samples taken and a representative sampling of 
photomicrographs of paint samples taken from architectural elements in the lighthouse and a select 
group from each room in the keeper's dwelling, along with the exterior features of both structures. 
 
 

Methodology 
 
 
Sample Extraction 
 

The sample specimens were collected by Carole L. Perrault from November 1982 through 
April 1983.  The samples were extracted with an X-acto type knife and placed in coin envelopes, one 
per sample.  The envelopes were labeled as to exact location of removal.  Numerous samples were 
taken so that architectural elements might be relatively dated by their chromochronologies.  (The 
recording of the history of layers in terms of its color designation is known as the 
chromochronology.) 
 
 
Sample Preparation 
 

The sample envelopes were returned to the laboratory.  Each sample was given an 
identification number based upon the Integrated Research Organizational System employed in the 
Preservation Center.  Each sample was mounted in a wax-filled petri dish.  (The wax only secures the 
specimen for analysis and does not completely embed the sample.)  The petri dish was labeled with 
the sample number. 
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Identification of Layers 
 

Following mounting, the samples were studied under a binocular zoom microscope, with 
capability of 105X magnification.  The paint layer sequence was recorded chronologically, starting 
with the substrate (whether it be wood or plaster, etc.).  Varnish, dirt, wallpaper type layers were 
noted, as well. 
 
 
Chemical Analysis of Finishes 
 

Minimal chemical analysis occurred at this stage.  Periodically samples were tested for the 
presence of lead.  Upon determination of the period of restoration, further chemical analysis of 
pigments and mediums may be required. 
 
 
Photomicroscopy 
 
 Each sample was photographed under the microscope and a visual record of its stratigraphy 
recorded on a color transparency.  Only a select group of slides-were made into print to illustrate this 
report. 
 
Comparative Analvsis 
 

For the purpose of applying a relative date to architectural elements, a comparative analysis 
of the chromochronologies was conducted rather quickly.  A more detailed comparative study will be 
required when a determination of a period of restoration has been made. 
 
 
Color Matching 
 

Color matching was performed only to provide a match to the early colors employed on the 
lighthouse–the yellow cream shades.  The color comparison was conducted microscopically in the 
laboratory employing fiber optic lights and a blue filter.  The controlled environment eliminates a 
large percentage of the color distortion inevitable with other, lighting systems.  The layers were 
compared to the Munsell Color Notation System.  (The Munsell system enables color to be recorded 
by a numerical notation, rather than color name.) 
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Lists of Finish Samples 
 
 
Lighthouse Paint Samples 
 

The following is a list of the paint samples extracted from the lighthouse surfaces in 
numerical order.  Lists of the samples taken from each individual architectural element can be found 
in the description sections for those elements.  The term “tower” is used to refer to the area below the 
individual, upper rooms. 
 
FIIS 13 P001 Watch Room exterior, brick 
FIIS 13 P002 Lantern interior, sill at bottom of sash 
FIIS 13 P003 Tower, central stairway column 
FIIS 13 P004 Tower, interior wall 
FIIS 13 P005 Watch Room exterior, upper several courses of brick 
FIIS 13 P006 Entry wall interior, west jamb of arch 
FIIS 13 P007 Watch Room doorway, exterior iron door trim 
FIIS 13 P008 Tower, exterior brick 
FIIS 13 P009 Watch Room, exterior balcony floor 
FIIS 13 P010 Tower, stairway 
FIIS 13 P011 Tower, stairway 
FIIS 13 P012 Tower, central stairway column 
FIIS 13 P013 Tower, narrower conduit following central column 
FIIS 13 P014 Tower, wider conduit following central column 
FIIS 13 P015 6th Landing Room, column 
FIIS 13 P016 Tower, central stairway column, top section, before rooms 
FIIS 13 P017 Tower, interior wall 
FIIS 13 P018 Tower, interior north/south wall at 6th Landing, stairway side 
FIIS 13 P019 Window #2, wide storm window jamb 
FIIS 13 P020 Window #2, storm window sash 
FIIS 13 P021 Window #2, interior window jamb 
FIIS 13 P022 Window #5, interior window sash 
FIIS 13 P023 Window #5, interior window trim 
FIIS 13 P024 6th Landing, iron T-bar supporting brick interior 
FIIS 13 P025 Window #6, interior window sash 
FIIS 13 P026 Window #6, interior window sill 
FIIS 13 P027 Window #6, interior window trim 
FIIS 13 P028 6th Landing Room, north/south interior wall 
FIIS 13 P029 6th Landing Room, doorway, side of door facing stairway 
FIIS 13 P030 6th Landing Room, doorway, interior side of door 
FIIS 13 P031 6th Landing Room, doorway trim 
FIIS 13 P032 6th Landing Room, against the wall at top riser of stairway 
FIIS 13 P034 6th Landing Room, wall area where brick is cut away to accommodate the stairway 
FIIS 13 P035 6th Landing Room, doorway jamb, south side 
FIIS 13 P036 Service Room, copper floor covering 
FIIS 13 P037 Service Room, trapdoor, underside 
FII S 13 P038 Service Room, column 
FIIS 13 P039 Service Room, metal framing for stairway 
FIIS 13 P040 Service Room, wooden floor, joists below from underside 
FIIS 13 P041 Service Room, wooden floor 
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FIIS 13 P042 Watch Room, wood at top of stairway from Service Room 
FIIS 13 P043 Watch Room, wall, baseboards, three courses of brick 
FIIS 13 P044 Watch Room, jamb to west of doorway, black 
FIIS 13 P045 Watch Room, stairway to lantern 
FIIS 13 P046 Watch Room, wood above doorway 
FIIS 13 P047 Watch Room, cast-iron grate 
FIIS 13 P048 Watch Room, doorway trim 
FIIS 13 P049 Watch Room, wall 
FIIS 13 P050 Watch Room, 1930’s pedestal 
FIIS 13 P051 Watch Room, floor 
FIIS 13 P052 Watch Room, floor, wood plate 
FIIS 13 P053 Lantern, interior sill at bottom of sash 
FIIS 13 P054 Lantern, lower end of vertical post at floor level 
FIIS 13 P055 Lantern sash, plus upper horizontal sash bar 
FIIS 13 P056 Lantern, original floor 
FIIS 13 P057 Lantern, 1930’s floor 
FIIS 13 P058 Lantern, 1930’s floor, from Watch Room 
FIIS 13 P059 Lantern, original floor, from Watch Room 
FIIS 13 P060 Entry door, interior side 
FIIS 13 P061 Tower exterior, base 
FIIS 13 P062 Entry doorway, fanlight 
FIIS 13 P063 Entry doorway, jamb side where pintles are located 
FIIS 13 P064 Entry doorway, exterior jamb 
FIIS 13 P065 Entry doorway, exterior jamb 
FIIS 13 P066 Entry doorway, exterior of door 
FIIS 13 P067 Watch Room exterior, wall adjacent to ladder 
FIIS 13 P068 Watch Room exterior, wall, from lower balcony 
FIIS 13 P069 Lantern, pedestal floor, from lantern side 
FIIS 13 P070 Lantern, floor, from Watch Room 
FIIS 13 P071 Lower balcony, railing 
FIIS 13 P072 Lantern, ceiling, black plate iron 
FIIS 13 P073 Lantern, copper ceiling 
FIIS 13 P074 Roof structure, tie rod 
 
 
Keeper's Dwelling Paint Samples 
 

A numerical listing has not been included here due to the large number of samples. Lists of 
the samples taken can be found in the description sections for the dwelling’s exterior and interior 
elements. 
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MORTAR/PLASTER/STUCCO ANALYSIS 
 
 

Objective 
 
 

Analysis of mortar and plaster samples removed from the Fire Island lighthouse and keeper’s 
dwelling was performed to help date the architectural fabric, and to derive a compatible mix for 
restoration purposes.  Only a small sampling was undertaken, primarily of mortar, since the dwelling 
is still occupied and only a minimal amount of destructive investigation was permitted.  Additional 
sampling will be required when the structure is vacated and more extensive probing is possible. 
 
 

Methodology 
 
 

The mortar/plaster test merely breaks down the sample into its constituent parts so that the 
original mix for that sample can be reconstructed.  As is often the case in most structures, the mortar 
mix varies from period to period, even to the extent that different sands or coloring agents may have 
been employed.  By breaking down the sample into its component parts, the differences between 
samples and thus periods of work can be made more apparent, providing more conclusive evidence 
than reliance solely on the dried samples in situ. 
 
 
Sample Extraction 
 

Eighteen samples of mortar and plaster were removed by Carole L. Perrault from November 
1982 through April 1983.  The samples were extracted by employing a small cold chisel and hammer 
and placed in plastic bags.  The samples were identified by artifact type (mortar or plaster), structure, 
location and date of removal. 
 
 
Sample Preparation 
 

Each sample was first recorded as to relative hardness and distinguishing characteristics - e.g. 
type, uniformity and size of aggregates, color, and texture. 
 

The sample was then ground up using a mortar and pestle, into a fine, granulated consistency 
without lumps.  Caution was exerted not to grind the sample into dust, which would damage or 
destroy the aggregate. 
 

A 500-ml. beaker was weighed and recorded.  Twenty grams of mortar were then added to 
the beaker.  The beaker was marked with the sample number so that the beaker would be used 
consistently throughout the analysis. 
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Sample Testing 
 

The sample after weighing was poured into a 1,000-ml. Erlemeyer flask.  A magnetic stirring 
bar was added and the flask was connected to the Mortar Analysis Apparatus (MAA) and placed onto 
the automatic magnetic stirrer.  A 5:1 solution of water and hydrochloric acid was added to the MAA 
in the amount of 150 mil.  The proper stop cocks were closed and then activated, releasing the HCl 
solution into the flask containing the sample.  A closed system was created between the sample flask 
and a 4,000-ml. flask full of distilled water that was connected by glass tubing to an empty graduated 
cylinder.  The magnetic stirrer was turned to “high” to agitate the solution. 
 

As the solution reacted with the lime in the sample, carbon dioxide (CO2) was released.  This 
action forced water from the 4,000-ml. flask into a graduated cylinder.  When the water stopped 
running into the cylinder, the measurements of liters of water displaced was recorded.  This 
measurement constitutes the amount of C02 created by the chemical reaction.  The temperature and 
barometric pressure was recorded. 
 
 
Filtering Process 
 

The solution was then filtered to permit the collection, weighing, and examination of the 
solid particles suspended in the HCl solution.  The filtering process entailed the following steps. 
 

- Filter paper was placed into a funnel. 
- 20 ml. of the solution was poured into the funnel and drained into a test tube. 
- The filtrate color was examined and recorded as being either amber or greenish-yellow. 
- The solution from the flask was poured into the 500-ml. beaker.  The flask was rinsed with 

water to ensure that all the particles would be transferred to the beaker. 
- The solution was then poured into the funnel, with care taken to retain the solid particles at 

the bottom of the beaker.  The particles were not to be poured into the funnel. 
- When only the solid particles remained, the beaker was placed under the heat lamp to dry. 
- The filter paper containing the fines (particles that were suspended in the solution) was 

removed and placed under a heat lamp to dry. 
 
 
Recording 
 

After drying, the following actions were performed. 
 

- The beaker and its contents of sand were weighed. 
- The sand was then poured into a 20-ml. graduated cylinder, and the amount of sand (in 

cubic centimeters) was recorded. 
- The graduated cylinder was weighed with sand. 
- The graduated cylinder was weighed without sand. 
- The dried filter paper with fines was color-matched to the Munsell Soil Chart. 
- The dried filter paper was weighed with fines. 
- The fines were scraped off the filter paper, which was then weighed again. 
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Computation 
 

The computation of the analysis data was accomplished by a computer program. 
 
 
Comparative Analysis 
 

Following the computation stage, the population of samples was compared.  The comparative 
data included the ratios of the sample constituents analyzed in terms of parts/volume, the aggregates, 
and the fines. 
 
 

Lists of Mortar Samples 
 
 

The following are numerical lists of the mortar/plaster/stucco samples extracted from both 
the lighthouse and the keeper's dwelling. 
 
 
Lighthouse Mortar Samples 
 
FIIS 13 M001 Tower exterior, 1912 protective coating (concrete) 
FIIS 13 M002 Top of stairway at entrance to 6th Landing Room, juncture of iron beam and central 

column 
FIIS 13 M003 Tower exterior, brick mortar that has fallen off structure 
FIIS 13 M004 Interior at base level 
 
 
Keeper's Dwelling Mortar Samples 
 
FIIS 14 M001 South elevation, east window well, pointing mortar for brick 
FIIS 14 M002 North elevation, west end, early mortar (second mortar?) 
FIIS 14 M003 West elevation, repainting mortar 
FIIS 14 M004 South elevation, east window well, original pointing mortar (?), bedding mortar 
FIIS 14 M005 South elevation, west center window, original mortar (?) from light well 
FIIS 14 M006 Attic, south gable mortar 
FIIS 14 M007 Attic, brick wall (interior) two walls 
FIIS 14 M008 Attic, original mortar, chimneys (from debris around west chimney) 
FIIS 14 M009 South elevation, pointing mortar 
FIIS 14 M010 Cellar, rear north wall, center section 
FIIS 14 M011 Cellar, south wall, center section 
FIIS 14 M012 Attic, stone ledge, west-side mortar 
FIIS 14 M013 Northwest bedroom, ceiling on north slope, area of deterioration 
FIIS 14 M014 Attic over north room, ceiling plaster for the north room 
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