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The remainder of this volume addresses specific issues,
recommendations, and alternatives for site features on
all of the farms and is organized under the following
headings:

A. Spatial Organization, Topography, Response
to Natural Features and Systems

B. Land Use and Cultural Traditions: Crops,
Grazing, Former Pond, and Wildlife
Management

C. Vegetation and Views: Stream Corridors,
Vegetated Screens, and Ornamental Plantings

D. Circulation: Accessibility, Paved and Gravel
Surfaces

E. Buildings and Structures

F Small-Scale Features: Fences and Gates,

Benches and Waysides, Septic System at Farm
#2, Selected Historic Features

G. Archeology

H Summary of Recommendations

An overall treatment plan for the site and specific
plans for Farms #1, #2, #3, and the Clement Redding
Farm appear in Appendix B at the end of this report.
The section letters and numbers correspond to the
recommendations shown on the treatment plans.

A. SPATIAL ORGANIZATION, TOPOGRAPHY,
RESPONSE TO NATURAL FEATURES AND SYSTEMS

Since the eighteenth century and the Manor of Maske,
topography and natural boundaries influenced the spatial
organization of the farms that comprise Eisenhower
NHS. Roads typically followed low areas and wooded
stream corridors while farm buildings occupied the
higher ground, leaving the gently sloped land in between
open for pastures and crops. Within this mosaic was a
smaller but typical pattern: a domestic complex with a
farmhouse, cisterns, shade trees, and gardens adjacent
to a barn complex with paddocks, watering and feeding
troughs, and fencing. During the Eisenhower period,
these patterns held true and guided a variety of farm
improvements.' (fig. 2.1)

A-1. Diversity of Landscape Features

From a broad perspective, farm building clusters,
road alignments, overall field patterns, and property
boundaries remain intact from the Eisenhower era. Upon
closer observation, as experienced by walking through
the landscape, the properties are working farms with an
array of utilitarian features such as outbuildings, fences,
gates, and watering troughs. Farm #1, however, is unique
because in addition to the agricultural features, there are
many ornamental plantings, patios and walkways, and
furnishings in the domestic core. This contrast reflects
its role as the Eisenhower’s home and retreat.

Recommendations

The existing spatial patterns of fields, building clusters,
and boundaries shown in figure 2.1 should be preserved.
Doing so will perpetuate the diversity of utilitarian and
ornamental landscape features throughout the park,
particularly Farm #1. While preserving the diversity
of features will require a high level of maintenance, it
is essential to the design and feeling of the Eisenhower
NHS. There are numerous examples that illustrate the
utilitarian and ornamental landscape: the paved driveway
surfaces and extensive and carefully designed plantings
along the driveway for Farm #1 contrasts with the gravel
surfaces and relative absence of driveway plantings on
the other three farms; or the outdoor entertaining spaces
Each of
these features will be discussed in detail in subsequent
sections of the treatment plan. Another contrast is
visible in the fences: at Farms #1, #2, and #3, the fence
styles distinguish the properties owned by Eisenhower
Farms with the simpler utilitarian fences of the Clement

at Farm #1 versus none at the other farms.

Redding Farm, which was not owned by Eisenhower
Farms. Fences are discussed in more detail in the section
on small-scale features and in the park’s National Register
documentation.

A-2. Management of Natural Succession

Where not in conflict with wetlands or endangered
species protection, natural areas require careful
management and cutting to preserve the open landscape,
and important characteristic during the historic period.
This issue is discussed in greater detail in the Land Use
and Cultural Traditions section and the Vegetation and
Views section.
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B. LAND Use AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS:
Croprs, GRAZING, FORMER POND, AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT

The tradition of land use at Eisenhower NHS is one of
the most significant landscape characteristics, portraying
not only the primary historical function of farming since
the eighteenth century, but also the values, personal
tastes, and activities of the Eisenhowers during their
ownership.? Fortunately, this tradition continues today
because without active production, the property would
indeed be bleak and cumbersome to maintain. These
agricultural uses are complemented by the many historic
domestic and utilitarian features still extant on the farms
as well as more recent additions that accommodate
patk visitors and staff. These features are discussed in
more detail in subsequent sections of this chapter. The
historical base map from the Historic Resource Study
shows the agricultural areas as they existed in 1967 (see
fig. 2.1). Some of the changes that have occurred since
that time are discussed below.

The Eisenhowers were thoughtful stewards of the land
and adopted contour planting and crop rotation practices
to better conserve the soil. Such techniques are still
relevant, but several more recent environmental protection
policies need to be considered in the development of
historic preservation guidelines. The Clean Water
Act and associated guidelines for the protection of
floodplains and wetlands, enacted in the late 1960s and
carly 1970s, dictate the management of stream corridors
that dissect the site. These efforts are manifested in the
protection initiative called the Chesapeake Bay Program.
The Endangered Species Act, enacted in 1973, provides
guidelines for the protection of endangered, threatened,
and candidate species, which influences management
practices on the Clement Redding Farm. Like many land
conservationists, Eisenhower was also an avid hunter of
gamebirds, which guided his management of woodland
and stream edges. While recreational hunting is not
conducive to the NPS mission, controlled hunting of an
over abundant deer population is needed to protect crops
and ornamental vegetation. These issues are described
in more detail below.

B-1. Changes in use of fields

Through special use permits, farmers continue to plant
crops in contours much as they existed historically.

However, a comparison of aerial photographs from
the mid-1960s and an aerial from 1998 shows that
there have been some changes in land use at Farm #1.
The contour pattern of crops in the field directly west
of the Eisenhower Drive is different today than it was
historically. According to the historical base map, the
field directly west of the Eisenhower house was pasture
but some historic aerials show corn there.”* It is now
contour cropland. (figs. 2.2, 2.3)

Recommendations

Contour farming and soil conservation practices should
be preserved, as it is a lasting imprint of Eisenhower’s
influence on the landscape.”® The field west of the
Eisenhower home should remain as crops as there is no
record of cattle grazing in this field** The field west
of Eisenhower Drive should be returned to its historic
contour pattern if feasible.

B-2. Farm practices and machinery

Both the GMP and SFM raise questions about the type
of farm practices and machinery that are appropriate to
perpetuate agricultural use of the property, including the
equipment used, the cattle operation, and the types of
crops grown.* Such features are an important part of the
story at Hisenhower NHS, and most of the machinery
has been preserved with some of it on display.

Recommendations

The GMP states, “present management policies will
be continued in order to reduce the impact of modern
vehicles in the visitor concentration areas and within the
visitor’s immediate view. This may include restrictions on
the moving of non-historic permittee equipment through
these areas during peak visitation hours; reduction of the
visibility of modern maintenance equipment and staff
vehicles; and whenever possible, scheduling of farm
related tasks requiring modern equipment to times when
visitation is low.”” To date, the park has not found it
necessary to formalize or implement such restrictions.

B-3. Crop rotations

As stated in the 1987 GMP, many of the traditional
crops grown in southern Pennsylvania in the 1800s are
still grown on the Eisenhower farm land, including corn,
wheat, barley, hay, and oats. Eisenhower grew some of
these crops — namely corn, barley, and hay — as shown
on the 1967 historical base map in the Historic Resource
Study (see fig. 2.1). Tillage patterns and crop rotations
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Fignre 2.2. _Aerial
view of Farms #1,
#2, and #3 looking
north with contour
stripping evident

in the fields, 22
June 1964. (Lane
Studio, EISE
NHS files, #2973)

Figure 2.3.
Contemporary aerial
view looking sonth
at portions of Farms
H#H1, #2, and H#3.
(EISE NHS files,
#3815])
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followed recommendations provided after consultation
with the Pennsylvania State University Agricultural
Extension Service and the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service.

Today, there are approximately 293 acres of crop fields
on the three Hisenhower farms. Since acquiring the
farmland, the NPS has issued agricultural Special Use
Permits (SUPs) to local farmers. These permits have
minimized the maintenance requirements by the NPS,
kept the land in production, and contributed to the
economic base of Adams County. Farmers holding
SUPs are required to meet over thirty special conditions
necessary to preserve the historic scene and to protect
the soil. Farms #1 and #2 are leased through a SUP with
187 acres in crops. A portion of Farm #3 is cultivated
under a SUP with 106 acres in crops and a portion of
the Clement Redding Farm is leased through a SUP with
78 acres in crops.® The SUPs span a period of five years
and are renewed every year thereafter.

Recommendations

In CLR Volume 1, Chapter 3, historic photographs
and Tables 3.1 and 3.2 detail the crops planted by the
Eisenhowers on Farms #1 and #2 between 1959 and
1966, and the historic base map from 1967 shows the
layouts of crops on Farms #1, #2, and #3 (see fig. 2.2).
However, the park and farmers should continue to select
crop rotations in accordance with the recommendations
of the Adams County Natural Resource Conservation
Service. To preserve the character of the Eisenhower
period, crop fields should be planted in grains or grasses,
such as corn, wheat, barley, hay, alfalfa, and clover.
While soybeans were not grown in the fields during the
Eisenhower period, this crop is currently recognized as a
sustainable and marketable choice. In consultation with
the park, farmers may also use new techniques, such as
“no till” farming, which are in the spirit of Eisenhower’s
soil conservation philosophy and in accordance with the
Natural Resource Conservation Service.

B-4. Grazing fields

Eisenhower and his partners established pastures to
support livestock operations, following recommendations
of the Pennsylvania State University Agricultural
Extension Service and the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.”
Land used for grazing included low, wet bottomlands not
suitable for crops. Although Eisenhower sold the show
cattle in 1966 prior to gifting the property to NPS, the
herd was a significant component of his farm operations.

Between 1966 and 1969, Eisenhower switched to a
feeder cattle operation with a maximum of 250 head
on the farm at one time, including purebred Angus (on
Farms #1 and #2), and Angus Hereford and purebred
Hereford (on Farm #3). The SFM cites the benefit of
preserving cattle grazing to give the site an environment
of pastoral serenity.® To re-create the historic scene and
to perpetuate these historic pastures, the park issues SUPs
for the pasturing of Black Angus cattle. At present 149
acres are under a SUP: portions of Farms #1 and #2
are leased through a SUP, with 112 acres in pasture for
40 cows while on Farm #3 there are 37 acres in pasture
for 18 cattle” At Clement Redding, there are no active
pasture areas. There is currently less area in pasture than
at the end of the historic period in 1969.

Recommendations

The park should preserve pasture areas and livestock
grazing in the core of the farm areas to preserve the
character of the Eisenhower farms.

B-5. Grazing along the stream between Farms #1
and #2

For years, cattle were allowed to graze along the banks
of the stream between Farms #1 and #2, an area now
referred to as the “nine-acre pasture.” (fig. 2.4) Although
the cattle helped prevent the area from becoming wooded
and blocking the view between Farms #1 and #2, their
presence damaged and eroded the stream banks. For
these reasons, and for ecological reasons related to the
Chesapeake Bay Program, the park has removed cattle
from this field and now mows it. The mowing has also
helped prevent this area from becoming overgrown, and

Figure 2.4. Grazing on the "nine-acre pasture' on Farm #1, view toward
east, ca. 1955. (EISE NHS files, #2140)
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has controlled the preponderance of non-native invasive
plants. However, access to this area is at times difficult.
This issue is also addressed in the Vegetation and Views
section under native versus non-native vegetation.

Recommendations

To help protect the stream banks and minimize erosion,
the park should continue to keep the cows out of the
nine-acre pasture and stream corridors. The effectiveness
of controlling multiflora rose, Japanese honeysuckle
and other non-native invasives with mowing should be

monitored. It may be necessary to annually cut the area
or apply a herbicide spray to these individual plants until
invasives are eliminated from the area.

LY = i, S o= =8

Figure 2.5. Aerial view of Farm #1 with house, barn, and pond labeled, 27
October 1952. (Gettysburg Times, EISE NHS files, #1177)

Figure 2.6. John Moaney and David Eisenbhower fishing at the Farm #1
pond, view toward northeast, August 1954. (US Navy, EISE NHS files,
#2199)

B-6. Former pond, between Farms #1 and #2

In 1951 the Eisenhowers installed a pond southwest of
the house, near the boundary of Farms #1 and #2 for
fire protection and as fish and waterfowl habitat. (figs.
2.5,2.6) A weeping willow was planted to act as a duck
blind. Cattails, swamp iris, and several hundred daffodils
were planted, as was wild rice at the eastern end. In
1954 a water line was extended from the local municipal
facility to the farm and a hydrant installed. The pond
was stocked with fish and was a favorite fishing hole
for family and friends until a drought in 1962 and 1963
reduced the size of the pond or possibly a pesticide
runoff killed many of the fish. In 1964, the pond was
drained because of silt and maintenance problems, but
traces were still evident in the late 1960s, including the
annual reappearance of daffodils along the previous
shoreline.'” This area is now grass and scrub vegetation
and is barely visible. Just to the east of the former pond
is an immense sycamore tree that has been the subject
of many paintings and may be the same tree visible in
Figure 2.147 in the CLR, Volume 1.

Recommendation

Although the GMP recommended restoration of the
pond, this treatment plan does not recommend its
restoration.'” The Fisenhowers removed the pond in
1964 because it presented safety and maintenance issues.
Furthermore, the stream corridor is now protected as
part of the Chesapeake Bay Program and substantial
alteration would impact water quality and habitat. The
story of the former pond is nonetheless important
and should be interpreted with a wayside that includes
historic photographs and text describing the pond and
the current watershed protection program. (fig. 2.7)

B-7. Deer management

In the past, as described in the 1992 SFM, deer caused
extensive damage to domestic plantings, orchard trees,
and crops. Subsequent damage was reduced by a White
Tail Deer Management Plan begun in the mid-1990s."
Once at a population of 325 deer per forested square
mile in the vicinity, there are now 26 deer per forested
square mile.”’ The deer travel across the property on the
drives and by crawling under or through small gaps in the
fences and jumping over the fences. (fig. 2.8)

Recommendation
The deer reduction program helps to preserve the
vegetation in the historic landscape, with less browsing
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Figure 2.7. Former location of pond (beyond the sycamore) as viewed from the
path between Farms #1 and #2. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

and damage of plants. In the winter, when browsing
is more likely, vulnerable plants in the domestic core
that are commonly damaged by deer, such as young
replacement trees, should be wrapped with deer netting
if necessary. The netting is removed in the spring when
the deer are less likely to browse tree bark.

B-8. Rodent management

Like deer, rodents often damage young trees, especially
fruit trees, by gnawing on the bark at the base of the
tree, particularly during the winter. Certain plant species
are particularly vulnerable to damage including young
crabapple and fruit trees and yew bushes.

Recommendation

Tree guards should be installed around fruit and crabapple
trees that are susceptible to rodent damage, particularly
new trees. See Appendix C at the end of this report for
specifications. In garden areas, a variety of repellents
has also been used. The areas around the Secret Service
Range and the show barns have experienced the biggest
problems in the past and should be closely monitored
for future damage.

Figure 2.8. Gap under fence used by deer along entry drive to Farm #1.
(Photo by OCLP, 2001)

B-9. Bird coveys near creeks and woodlands

General Eisenhower incubated, raised, and released
pheasant and quail on his property to improve bird
hunting. Quail were released into five different coveys
around the farm, each with a feeding and watering area.
Brush piles and plantings of crown vetch (Coronilla varia)
were added to each area. The largest covey was located
between Farms #1 and #2.1

Recommendation

Reestablishment of the coveys is problematic because
hunting is not allowed in the park. In addition, the large
number of fox would likely prevent them from becoming
established (neither quail nor pheasants are native to
the area). An additional issue is that crown vetch is
considered an invasive plant, so nesting and cover areas
would have to make use of a more appropriate plant.

B-10. Protected species

On the Clement Redding property, the least shrew and
loggerhead shrike occupy the wetland meadow along
Willoughby Run. (fig. 2.9) To preserve these state-listed
endangered species, the meadow area is not mowed
during nesting season, which is late July into August. This
area is also believed to be archeologically sensitive. The
GMP states that pastures will be managed to encourage
nesting of state threatened species, including the upland
sandpiper, by not mowing until after the first of July.

Recommendation

Eisenhower NHS provides an important habitat for
birds. The annual mowing of hayfields and pastures
should continue to be adapted to nesting locations and
seasons, whenever possible. Particular care should be
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Figure 2.9. View northeast at the wetland meadow along Willoughby Run

at the Clement Redding Farm, an important habitat for protected species.
(Photo by OCLP, 2001)

taken when mowing in and around known sensitive
areas, such as the area between Willoughby Run and
Red Rock Road.

C. VEGETATION AND VIEWS: STREAM CORRIDORS,
VEGETATED SCREENS, AND ORNAMENTAL
PLANTINGS

Contrasting with the site’s open agricultural fields and
pastures are the trees and shrubs directly associated
with spatial, structural, and circulation elements. This
includes native plants in stream corridors, vegetation
along old fence lines, stands of native trees and shrubs,
and ornamental trees and shrubs around the farmhouses.
Existing plantings were supplemented with new and
transplanted vegetation, especially at Farm #1, along
driveways and paths and around buildings and other
outdoor features, both for functional and ornamental
purposes.

Of all the features that contribute to the historical
integrity of the Eisenhower property, vegetation is one
of the most susceptible to change. Some forty to fifty
years have passed since many of the plants were installed.
High winds across the exposed fields have damaged
and destroyed mature trees that either predated or were
installed during the Eisenhower era. Many missing
plants, or those in poor condition, are species that are
susceptible to pests and diseases or are not suitable for
the climate of the site. The recent prolonged drought
has placed additional stress on many plants.

Meanwhile in the some of the woodland edges and
along stream corridors, natural vegetation has grown

unchecked, resulting in wider and denser fencerows that
in some places obscure historic viewsheds. Removal
of vegetation may conflict with natural resource
management objectives, including wetlands protection
efforts, and protection of rare and endangered species.
In contrast, preservation of invasive species introduced
by General Eisenhower in woodland areas may conflict
with the site’s management objectives regarding native
and non-native species.

Given these challenges, the park has of late made great
strides in replacing historic plantings; for example, a
comparison of the 1969 vegetation maps for Farm #1
and 2005 existing conditions maps reveals that there are
only 87 missing historic plants out of an inventory of
341. Some of the general issues regarding vegetation
and views are discussed below.

C-1. Wind damage to white pine trees

The openness of the site is vulnerable to high winds,
heavy snow, and ice storms. White pines, a favorite of
the Eisenhowers, are particularly susceptible to wind
damage. Of the eighty-cight pines present on Farm #1
in 1969, only fifty-nine remain or are recent replacements.
Most of the pines are missing along the windy, exposed
entry drive.

Recommendations

Pines are an important feature in the Eisenhower
landscape. Missing and declining pines should be
replanted according to the original configuration of
the Eisenhower plantings, recognizing that the trees
will require a replacement cycle of about fifty years. In
this respect, it is acceptable to plant small pine trees,
particularly since the Eisenhower landscape consisted
of many young trees during their tenure. However,
some along the entry drive should not be replaced (see
subsequent sections).

C-2. Overgrown plantings, competition with large
trees, and loss of understory plantings

Densely planted areas, such as the entry drive planting,
orchard, and vegetated screens southwest of the
Eisenhower house and between the house and barn on
Farm #1 are overgrown. Understory shrubs and small
ornamental trees are crowded or lost. In many cases,
replacing individual plants is not feasible due to shade
and competition from mature specimens.
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Recommendations

In general, when more than fifty percent of the plantings
are gone, the entire planting should be replanted at the
same time. Specific areas that will require this approach
are discussed later in this section.

C-3. Plants requiring a high level of maintenance
and pruning

Many of the plants in the Eisenhower landscape require
a high level of maintenance to remain healthy, attractive,
and orderly. Examples include the roses, which have
been tended and replaced as necessary by NPS. Only
the roses by the gas pumps and on the west side of the
orchard on Farm #1 are missing. Another example
is the apple trees in the orchard. These had become
overgrown but have been rejuvenated through recent
NPS maintenance crew projects. Orchard trees benefit
from annual pruning,

Additional species that require regular pruning or
rejuvenative pruning include yews, boxwood, lilacs,
and privet. The recently planted wisteria vines on the
guesthouse require pruning two or three times a year to
prevent overgrowth and potential damage to structure
and protective netting to ward off rodents.

Recommendations

It is important to maintain the forms similar to those
present during the Eisenhower period as well as preserve
the health and vigor of the plants. Historic photographs
should be studied when making decisions regarding the
pruning of roses, apples, yews, boxwood, lilacs, privet,
and wisteria. While some recommendations are included
in this treatment plan, ideally the park will develop a
preservation maintenance plan that can incorporate
historic photographs with pruning guidelines.

C-4. Unchecked growth of fencerows

Fencerows, or trees and shrubs paralleling a fence,
historically marked field edges, acted as windbreaks, and
served as wildlife habitat. If left unchecked, however,
growth of vegetation can alter these historic features
and make them wider, taller, and denser, which can then
block historic views. Such growth can also encourage
the introduction of non-native invasive species (see
below).

Recommendations

Fencerows should be monitored so that they remain
within their historic boundaries. Non-native invasives
should be removed whenever possible. Fencerows
should be kept relatively thin and lower branches should
be selectively pruned or removed, especially on native
weed trees such as black walnut or mulberry. Managing
growth of woody vegetation in these areas can be
difficult due to the possibility of mowing equipment
getting snagged in fences and may require acquisition
of a specialized piece of equipment.

C-5. Effect of unchecked stream vegetation on
views

Vegetation along stream corridors prevents soil
erosion and widening of water channels, and serves
as windbreaks and wildlife habitat.
like fencerows, vegetation in stream corridors can
also spread and become too dense if not periodically
managed. Such has been the case along portions of the
stream corridor that passes between Farms #1 and #2.
General Fisenhower wanted to improve the condition of
the stream, and in 1954, requested information on how
to develop it “in accordance with the best practices for
such small brooks.”” In the mid-1960s, portions of this
streambed were characterized by wide and dense masses
of vegetation, while others areas were less so (see fig.
2.2). Two of the less vegetated areas along the stream
allowed views from the Eisenhower House to adjacent
fields and farmhouses. Today, these two stretches of
the stream corridor are much wider and denser than
they were historically and are now obscuring the historic
views. (figs. 2.10-2.12) This can be attributed in part to
the preponderance of non-native invasive plants, to be
discussed in more detail below, as well as native species
such as black walnut and mulberry.

However, much

Views of the landscape have long had a place in
the history of the site; the old name “Mount Airy”
for Farm #1 gestured to its elevated position in the
landscape, and Farm #2 was once named “Fairview,”
which suggested the beautiful views. These physical
qualities also attracted General Eisenhower to the area,
particularly the spectacular western views to the Blue
Ridge Mountains.'s (fig. 2.13) The NPS has purchased
or included in the boundary of the site additional
contiguous lands to preserve the historic views that
contributed to Eisenhower’s decision to settle and retire
at Gettysburg. The most significant of these acquisitions
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Figure 2.10. View from the Eisenhower home at the corridor of vegetation along the stream east of Nevins Lane. The plants are much taller than they were

historically. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Figure 2.12. View from the lawn at Farm #2 looking north to Farm #1.
(Photo by OCL.P, 2005)

was the Clement Redding Farm; the historic view into
this farm complex from the Eisenhower Farm was one
of the deciding factors that contributed to General
Eisenhower’s purchase of Farm #1.7

Recommendations

Today, the expansive views to and from each farm survive
and are relatively intact, as are most of the important
internal views from various points within the farms.
Much of this can be attributed to the dedicated use of
the land for agriculture, which keeps the land open and
free of encroaching vegetation that may block the view.
The exceptions are views that include the meandering
stream corridor between Farms #1 and #2, which
has become overgrown and has begun to block three
important views from: Farm # 1 east to distant pastures
and the edge of the Gettysburg Battlefield; Farm #1
south to Farm #2; and Farm #2 north to Farms #1 and
#3. To a lesser extent, such stream vegetation has also
begun to obscure the view from Farm #1 west to the
western ridge, particularly the farmhouse at the Clement
Redding Farm.
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Figure 2.13. View looking west at Farm #1 from West Confederate Avenue. In the middlegronnd are the mature spruce trees along Fisenbhower Drive, and in
the distance are the Blue Ridge Mountains, a view that was very important to the Eisenhowers. (Panorama photo by OCLP, 2005)

To improve the key viewsheds described above, lower
branches should be selectively pruned or removed
rather than removing trees entirely because the tree and
shrub roots aid in stabilizing soils. Best management
practices should be researched that are consistent with
the watershed protection goals of the Chesapeake Bay
Program. Development on the northwest corner of
Red Rock Road should be monitored, as should post-
EHisenhower development along Emmitsburg Road,
which is currently screened by successional growth in
portions of the fields at the George Smith Farm Site
that was purchased in the 1970s."

C-6. Native versus non-native species

Many of the plantings at the park, particularly ornamentals
at Farm #1, were gifted to the Eisenhowers during their
residence in Gettysburg. While some of these plants
are not native to the area, most are easily monitored and
managed and do not pose a serious threat of becoming
non-native invasives. Rather, it is in the larger natural
areas such as stream corridors and along fencerows
where there are occurrences of non-native invasive
plants taking over.

Recommendations

Controlling multiflora rose, Japanese honeysuckle,
barberry, crown vetch, and other non-native invasive
plants in stream corridors and fencerows will support the
larger watershed protection goals of the Chesapeake Bay
Program. Proactive management at the site will also help
prevent these areas from becoming overgrown and wider
than they were historically and thus maintain important
visual relationships to adjacent fields and especially
between Farms #1 and #2. Mowing, pruning, cutting,
or spraying are options for managing the invasives, but
ultimately the chosen methods should be consistent

with preferred best management practices favored by
the Chesapeake Bay Program.

C-7. Shortage of water for moisture-loving plants
and young replacement plants

Recent years have been very dry and with less than the
region’s average rainfall of 40 to 44 inches a year. Within
the ornamental landscape surrounding the home at Farm
#1, additional watering is required. Many of the plants
donated to or acquired by the Eisenhowers are woodland
species that prefer moist, well-drained soils, partial shade,
and protection from the wind. These are not the site
conditions in the domestic landscape areas at Farm #1
and as a result several species are suffering or are gone
due to insufficient moisture, namely flowering dogwood
trees, hemlocks, beeches, maples, and hollies."

Watering is a labor-intensive activity, and the park
employs less grounds maintenance staff than did the
Eisenhowers. At present, NPS waters with sprinklers and
hoses, concentrating on areas such as the putting green,
rose beds, annual flowers, and young replacement trees
and shrubs. In the years ahead, extensive replanting of
missing or declining trees and shrubs will be necessary.
These trees and shrubs will initially require one inch
of water a week by natural rainfall or, more likely, by
irrigation to thrive after planting. Similarly, plants that
are currently suffering from a shortage of moisture
would benefit from one inch of water a week by natural
rainfall or irrigation during the hot, dry months of June,
July, and August.

The NPS has adopted the U.S. Green Building Council’s
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) program designed to promote sustainability in
terms of environmental impact, energy efficiency, and
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water conservation. This program advocates for the
reduction of irrigation systems that apply excessive or
unnecessary water for aesthetics. At Eisenhower NHS, a
property-wide irrigation system is not needed; however,
irrigation of a few high-maintenance, historically
significant features is justified.

Recommendations

In areas where plants are dispersed, a water tank would
be extremely useful for new plants, stressed plants,
and other ornamentals such as dogwoods that require
more moisture. A tank placed on a truck, with multiple
lines, can be used to water several trees or shrubs that
are distant from water lines. “Gator bags,” slow-drip
irrigation bags, could be used in combination with a water
tank to protect young tree trunks and supply water.

In areas that require once a week watering, such as
the rose beds, tea garden plantings, vegetable garden,
and annual flower beds, install micro irrigation, drip
irrigation, seasonal tube feeder, or soaker hose systems.
These systems typically function with low water volume
and pressure, and efficiently focus the delivery of water
to the roots of the plants. Irrigation head systems
should not be used because of their inefficient use of
water and the potential for leaf burn. See Appendix C
for additional information.

In frequently watered areas, such as the putting green,
an underground irrigation system should be installed.
The system can be set to a particular schedule, reducing
personnel time spent watering, The lines need to be

drained at the end of the season to prevent freezing.
Because underground irrigation systems require
disruption of soil, tree roots, and can potentially
disturb archeological sites, archeological compliance is
needed. Chief Walter West, Eisenhower’s grounds crew
supervisor at the farm, recounts in his oral history that
a sprinkler system was installed in the lawn east of the
Eisenhower house. Other options include gray water
systems and cisterns that collect rainwater, possibly a
good alternative given the amount of roofing on some of
the farm buildings, such as the bank barn on Farm #1.

In addition, contracts for future planting projects should
include a minimum one year guarantee on the plants and,
if wherever possible, a provision that the plants will be
regularly watered by the contractor.

C1: VEGETATION — FARM #1

The remaining portion of this section discusses specific
planting areas at all four farms. Numbers listed next to
each of the areas discussed below correspond to the
number of each plant shown on the treatment plan maps
for each farm in Appendix B. Corresponding condition
assessments and recommendations for individual plants
can be found in Appendix A.

For Farm #1, the vegetation recommendations are
organized by subareas as defined in the CLR, Volume
1. (fig. 2.14) The recommendations for the other three
farms are organized as two areas: “House plantings” and
“Pastures and fields.”

e y

Figure 2.14. Divisions of the Farm #1 landscape used to describe the subareas of the cultural landscape.



Area 1: Entry gate and drive (Gate area, #s 1-32)

Until recently, the original 1950s and 1960s plantings
at the entry gate in front of the fence and gate were
overgrown, which blocked views of the white cross-
board fence and the National Historic Landmark
boulder and created a safety hazard.*® The park has since
rejuvenated or replaced these plants and has restored the
historic character of this area. Several plants behind the
fence have also been replaced but are competing with
the larger mature vegetation, especially the white pines.
(figs. 2.15-2.18)

Recommendation

When fifty percent of the original plants behind the fence
die, the entire area should be replaced in-kind so that a
uniformity of age will be achieved. Figure 2.15. Entry gate to Farm #1, wooden fencing along Waterworks

Road, now Millerstown Road, aerial view toward southwest, 18 Novenzber
1966. (Wayne O’Neil, US Army, EISE NHS files, #3037)

Fignre 2.16. Entry gate
1o Farm #1, view south, 8§
September 1967. (Lane
Studio, EISE NHS files,
#2827)

Figure 2.17. View of new yews and rejuvenated barberry at the entry gate. Figure 2.18. Mature planting bebind the fence at the entry gate have crowded

Note the size of original trees behind the fences. (Photo by OCLP, 2005) ot replacement plants such as the sassafras at far left. (Photo by OCLP,
2005)
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Figure 2.19.
Norway spruce

and crabapple allee
along the entry drive,
crabapples in bloom,
view to the north, 28
April 1960. (US
Navy, EISE NHS
files, #2144)

Figure 2.20. Mature crabapples and spruce trees along the entry drive,
looking north. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Area 1: Entry gate and drive (Gate to orchard, #s
33-150)

Between 1954 and the mid-1960s, the Eisenhowers
planted a spruce, crabapple, and pine allee along the
entry drive.?! Today, many of these plants are neatly
mature and some are beginning to decline. (figs. 2.19-
2.21) Of the fifty-eight crabapple trees inventoried in
1969, eight are gone and five have been removed and
replaced with substitute species. There are now four
cultivars of crabapples instead of one. Of the mature
original crabapples, nine are in poor or fair condition.
According to a crabapple specialist from Pennsylvania
State University, the variety of pink-flowering crabapple
given to the Eisenhowers, “Hopa,” is susceptible to apple
scab and intolerant of the dry and windy conditions that
characterize the driveway’s elevated and exposed location.
Their health is further compromised by the increasing
competition with the mature Norway spruce. Most of

Figure 2.21. Several crabapples along the entry drive are dying or are missing
as shown in this view looking north. (Photo by OCLLP, 2005)

the Norway spruce trees are in good condition; however,
the large trees have numerous exposed roots that are
difficult to mow around.

The historic allee pattern of Norway spruces planted
on each side of the drive roughly 100 feet apart and
separated by two pink-flowering crabapples generally
remains. White pines were also proposed between each
crabapple with the intent of creating a spruce-crabapple-
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pine-crabapple-spruce sequence, but according to the
1969 plan this planting was not fully implemented or
some of the trees died. Some of the pines remain today
but tend to detract from the spruce-crabapple pattern.

Recommendations

There are several alternatives for replacing plantings along
the drive. The current method is to replace individual
trees as they decline. Crabapples have been replaced with
several different varieties that are more hardy to the local
conditions. One alternative is to replace the planting in
blocks; however this method would never achieve the
uniformity of age that currently exists and is not true
to the original Eisenhower planting, A second option is
to replace the entire planting of spruce, crabapple, and
pine in the same sequence as it was planted — spruces
(1954), crabapples (1955), and pines (mid-1960s) — so that

disturbances to the historic scene are minimized.?

It is recommended that the park pursue the second
alternative and remove and replant all of the trees in the
same sequence they were planted.** However, as the
intended role of the pines was not achieved, and given
their documented poor performance at this site, their
replacement along the drive is not recommended.® Until
the Norway spruce are replaced, a new piece of mowing
equipment is needed that can support a raised deck to
ensure safety of the operator when mowing around the
raised roots of the spruce. Alternatively, the spruce
trees could be mulched. This however would be a very

Figure 2.22. Aerial of Farm #1 from south showing the plantings along the
entry drive, 9 August 1967. (A. ]. Parsonese, US Marine Corps, EISE
NHS files, #2988)

labor-intensive practice to maintain and not in keeping
with the historic appearance of the entry allee.

The original crabapples were a birthday gift from
General Eisenhower’s cabinet. At the time, the ‘Hopa’
was considered a hardy variety, featuring an upright
and spreading form, red-yellowish fruit, and pink
flowers, Mrs. Eisenhower’s favorite color. Regarding a
replacement crabapple, the ‘Indian Magic’ variety best
matches the characteristics of the ‘Hopa’ especially in
terms of flower color, but the park should contact the
county extension office for current lists of cultivars and
their resistances to disease.® In general, the cost of
removing the existing trees and planting new trees can be
estimated by multiplying the cost of each tree by three.

The Eisenhowers and their guests enjoyed the entry
planting when arriving by automobile, or when out
walking, Today, most visitors arrive by tour bus, which
has a higher profile and scrapes along the overarching
branches of the maturing trees and provides visitors
with an elevated and restricted peripheral view of the
drive. If possible, a smaller bus, or van would enhance
the visitor arrival experience, allowing visitors to view out
both sides of the vehicle as well as the front window. A
smaller vehicle would also pass under rather than scrape
against the overhanging branches.

Areal: Entry gate and drive (Orchard to windbreak,
#s 151-208)

Toward the end of the historic period, a mass of trees
dominated by Norway spruces and white pines shaded
the portion of the entry drive next to the orchard.?
Continuing south, white pines along with scattered

Figure 2.23. View looking north at the entry drive from west of the guest
house. Note the size of the white pines and the lean cansed by the prevailing
west winds. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)
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Figure 2.24. Winter view of the entry drive with windbreak southwest of the
honse, aerial view toward the south, ca. 1960s. (Robert Hartley Collection,
EISE NHS files, #3102)

Norway spruce and deciduous shade and ornamental
trees bordered the drive and filled some of the adjacent
lawn areas. Many of the plants were donations and were
installed for screening purposes and for their ornamental
value. Most of these plants survive today, and the white
pines in particular are quite large. (figs. 2.22, 2.23)
During winter storms several original pines have been
broken apart. A young copper beech in front of barn
is half dead; it is likely that the tree did not establish
well due to two dry summers. Other replacement trees
have been installed, although a few are not in the correct
location based on the 1969 maps.

Recommendation

It is likely that many of the other mature white pines
will succumb to winter storms as they reach maturity.
Figure 2.22 illustrates the planting configuration to follow
to replace individual trees as they decline. Where the
trees are tightly clustered, a tree may be removed and
not replaced until the adjacent trees also decline. As
discussed in the previous section, a watering program is
needed during the first year after planting to ensure that
the new trees receive adequate moisture.

Area 1: Entry gate and drive (Windbreak and
turnaround, #s 209-265)

In the mid-1950s a windbreak of white pines and privet
was installed southwest of the house to block drifting

Figure 2.25. View looking south at the windbreak southwest of the house.
The privet hedge is taller than it was historically. Like the pines along the

entry drive, many of the plants display a conspicnons leeward habit. (Photo by
OCLP, 2005)

snow on the driveway and provide relief from the dusty
summer winds. Many of the pines were replaced in the
early 1960s and in the years thereafter additional plants
were installed including a row of American elms, hollies,
and dogwoods.”® Just south of the windbreak were
plantings of forsythia and honeysuckle but most are no
longer present. Two original black locusts retained from
the Redding period were enclosed by a patch of lawn
defined by the driveway turnaround and have since been
replaced several times. (figs. 2.24, 2.25)

Recommendations

The windbreak is thinner due to the maturity of the
plants, which have grown taller and thinned at the base.
To reestablish a dense screen the entire windscreen
planting should be replanted at the same time. The
privet does not need to be replanted as it can be cut back
and rejuvenated and should be maintained at its historic
height of 4.5 feet.”” On the east of the windscreen are
several flowering dogwood trees that are in very poor
condition. These trees prefer a rich, moist soil and
partial shade and are suffering in the open, dry, windy
conditions. The trees would benefit from additional
moisture during dry periods.

Area 2: Main house (Front entry, north and south
sideyards, #s 1-28)

Several large trees were installed soon after construction
of the house: a sugar maple and a pin oak slightly south
and west of the home, just east of the driveway; a large
white pine south of the Dutch oven; and an American elm



CHAPTER 2: TREATMENT ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

* ok
* Kk

Fignre 2.27. Plantings along front facade, 13 September 2005. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

in the lawn north of the house. The four trees were a gift
from the Eisenhowers’ friend Nelson A. Rockefeller and
were quite large when transplanted, which provided an
immediate sense of age to the newly installed landscape.?®
In 1969, the white pine, sugar maple, and pin oak shaded
the south and western portions of this area, but General
Eisenhowet’s favorite tree, the elm, had succumbed to
Dutch elm disease and had been replaced by this time.”
The replacement elm was in turn replaced by a zelkova
tree by NPS. (figs. 2.26, 2.27) Excluding these trees and
two hollies, the front entry area and south sideyard were
mostly open lawn although several yews and boxwoods

were planted along the paths to the house and along
portions of the foundation. A planting of cherries,
forsythias, a dogwood, and a white pine was present in
an east-west line at the far south end of the lawn area on
a low slope just above the south rose garden.

Recommendations

Previously missing historic plants have been replaced
and are in good condition. The zelkova tree should
be replaced with a disease-resistant elm tree when the
zelkova declines. If possible, the new tree should be of
good size as the elm was when installed historically. The
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Figure 2.31. North elevation of barbecue/ teahouse with most original

Figure 2.28. Guests on barbecue/ teahouse patio at White House staff plantings no longer extant, 8 September 1967. (Lane Studis, EISE NHS
picnic, 1 July 1959. (Mary Jane McCaffree, EISE NHS files, #2335) Jiles, #2825)

Figure 2.32. North elevation of barbecue/ teahouse, 13 September 2005.

Note the open view beyond the barbecue compared to 1967. (Photo by
2001. (Photo by OCLP, 2001) OCLP, 2005)

Fignre 2.29. Reconstruction of the patio, prior to replanting project, Angnst

yew along the foundation to the right side of the front
door appears in historic photographs from 1966 butitis
not on the 1969 plan. It should be retained to provide a
visual balance with the yew along the foundation on the
left side, which is a replacement in its original location.

Area 2: Main house (Teahouse and barbecue, #s
29-50)

The teahouse and barbecue area was completed in
1956 and landscaped soon after. The teahouse and
barbecue were well-used by the Eisenhower family
and their guests. By 1969, only a small number of the
original trees remained and included three Norway
spruce, an American beech, and a red maple. These
Figure 2.30. View of recently installed plantings, 13 September 2005. trees remain today and provide a shady canopy over the
(Photo by OCLE, 2005) area. Surviving shrubs in 1969 included Japanese pietis,
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dwarf yew, rose-of-sharon, Japanese holly, and Japaanese
flowering cherry, with English ivy climbing the teahouse
walls and clematis growing on the brick serpentine wall.
These plants remain or have been replaced, except for
a rose-of-sharon and the flowering cherry. (figs. 2.28-
2.30)

Recommendations

Many missing historic plants have recently been replaced
and their health should continue to be closely monitored,
especially those around the patio due to the excessive
shade cast by the mature spruces and the beech tree.
It is because of the age of these historic trees that the
character of this area has changed. In particular, the
three spruces and two yews on the south side have
grown taller and have thinned at the base, meaning they
no longer have low branches that can provide the sense
of enclosure that is illustrated in historic photographs.
(figs. 2.31, 2.32) When the spruce trees decline, the
park should replace them, and at the same time the yews
and the missing cherry tree so that the plants mature
evenly.

Area 2: Main house (East lawn, #s 51-58)

By the end of the historic period, several white pines
and tuliptrees, a weeping crabapple, and a magnolia were
scattered in the east lawn area between the teahouse and
the flagpole.*® The lawn area between the flagpole and
the putting green was mainly open save for a sugar maple,
probably because Mrs. Eisenhower preferred pristine
lawns and enjoyed the views of the fields to the east.’!
Most of these trees remain today either as the originals
or as replacements. (figs. 2.33, 2.34)

Recommendations

There is a missing tuliptree between the teahouse and
flagpole that should be replaced. There is also a red
maple that was historically a tuliptree; when it declines
it should be replaced with a tuliptree.

Area 2: Main house (South lawn and drying yard,
#s 59-66)

This area just southeast of the house was anchored by
the windmill and the hand pump and well. A small area
of lawn next to the windmill was used as a laundry drying
yard, and soon after the house was built an L-shaped lilac
hedge was installed to screen it from the rear terrace.
Additional lilacs and white pine were planted nearby at
the end of the driveway turnaround, but by 1969 only a
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Fignre 2.33. White pines, crabapples, and tulip poplars in the eastern lawn,
view to northeast, 6 June 1961. (Lane Studio, EISE NHS files, #2689)

Figure 2.34. View looking southeast at the shade trees in the east lawn.
(Photo by OCLP, 2005)

few lilacs remained along with some replacement plants
—analmond and a magnolia. By this time, a semicircular-
shaped privet hedge centered about the hand pump
enclosed much of the south lawn and the drying yard.
The hedge was maintained at a height of about two and a
half to three feet. Within this enclosure, more extensive
gardens of roses and dogwoods had been planned and
some installed, but Mrs. Eisenhower had them removed
and replaced with grass after human bones were found,
likely from when the farm was used as a hospital during
the Civil War.? (figs. 2.35-2.38)

Recommendations

The lilacs in the drying yard and south lawn need
rejuvenative pruning: one-quarter to one-third of the
oldest trunks of each lilac cluster should be cut and
several of the young shoots coming from the ground
should be encouraged. The privet growing within the
lilac hedge should be removed and replaced with a
common lilac, possibly one of the two just to the south
that are supposed to be Chinese lilacs.
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Figure 2.35. Semicircular privet hedge defining the south lawn and drying
yard, 9 August 1967. (A.]. Parsonese, US Marine Corps, EISE NHS
files, #3014)

Figure 2.36. View looking east at the hand pump in the south lawn area
and the privet hedge, lilacs, and almond. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Area 2: Main house (Rear terrace, #s 67-111)

When the Eisenhowers purchased the farm from the
Reddings, the cast side of the house featured three
green ashes Mrs. Hisenhower wished to preserve.
To accomplish this, and to connect the house to the
surrounding farm landscape, the existing grade was raised
to the level of the back porch with several stone retaining
walls and by constructing tree wells around the three ash
trees.® By 1969, these trees, as well as original plantings
of boxwoods along the paths and English ivy on top of
the wall from the 1950s were extant and still are today.
Later plantings of lilac, periwinkle, and pink geraniums
(in pots) also remain. (figs. 2.39, 2.40)

The east rose garden was installed soon after construction
of the rear terrace. The four foot-wide bed was situated
three feet from the retaining wall and spanned the length
of the wall from step to step. It was surrounded on all

Figure 2.37. View southeast of lilacs and privet hedge in the drying yard/
south lawn area, May 1969. (W. E. Dutton, EISE NHS files)

Fignre 2.38. Contemporary view of the lilac and privet hedges. Note the
privet interspersed within the lilac hedge at far right. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

sides by grass and featured roses in two alternating rows
maintained at a height of two feet.”* (figs. 2.41, 2.42)
Over the years, a wide variety of roses were planted and
by the end of the historic period a new generation of
hybrid tea roses were in place.

Recommendations

The three green ash trees are in good-fair condition with
moderate die-back and should be carefully monitored as
they are the primary character-defining features in this
area. Several historic boxwoods are missing and should
be replaced, as should the bed of English ivy in the
foundation bed between the two porch steps. Conversely,
two boxwoods in this same bed, one in the grouping at
the northeast corner of the house, and two next to the
north set of steps leading to the east rose garden should
be removed as indicated by the 1969 plan. In the mid-
1950s, azaleas were grouped around the south porch
steps but were not extant by 1969; their replacements
should therefore be removed.* At the retaining wall,
the planting of English ivy should be allowed to grow



Fignre 2.39. View of the rear terrace and the boxwoods and vinca along the
porch foundation, 27 June 1966. (AP photo, Lane Studio, EISE NHS
Sfiles, #2405)

Figure 2.40. Detail of ivy on rear terrace retaining wall and lilacs and

boxwoods bordering the north steps and the ivy growing over the rear terrace
wall, 27 June 1966. (AP/Lane Studio, EISE NHS files, #2415)

over the wall (but not onto the brick path that fronts
it). To maintain a neat appearance, it should be clipped
at four or five inches.*® Wooden planters with annuals
were placed throughout the rear terrace, often on steps,
wing walls, or on tables. They should be painted white
or green as indicated on the 1969 plan and in historic
photographs.”’

Area 2: Main house (Putting green, # 112)

The putting green was installed in 1955 and sodded with
a Penncross bentgrass.® The primary approach tee was
approximately ninety yards from the green, located east
of the greenhouse across the swale and electric fence
and slightly out into the eastern field. There were also
temporary tees made out of coconut fiber mats but their
locations changed and were placed in the lawn wherever
Eisenhower wanted to tee off.*” The green is maintained
at a height slightly higher than golf green standards to

Figure 2.41. 1n the mid-1950s, shrubs in the east rose garden were
maintained at a height of two feet. (US Navy, EISE NHS files, #2931)

Figure 2.42. View looking south at the north terrace steps showing the potted
pink geraninms, boxwoods, and English ivy in the bed above the retaining
wall, and the east rose garden and brick path. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Figure 2.43. View northeast of the putting green and sand trap. (Photo by
OCLP, 2005)

maintain plant vigor and reduce weeds. (fig. 2.43) The
green requires a high level of maintenance, crabgrass
weed control, and irrigation to preserve its character.
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Recommendations

The putting green is a very popular and admired site
feature, and most visitors do not walk on it. The GMP
recommended to “restore the golf tee and mark site in
field” This feature should be restored.

Area 3: Barn (Visitor reception center area, #s 1-

60)

At the end of the historic period, a row of seven tall
catalpa trees likely planted in the 1930s was located along
the fenceline between the Quonset hut and the storage

Figure 2.44. View looking south at the remaining old catalpas. (Photo by
OCLP, 2005)

Fignre 2.45. Storage building, sonth and east facades, varions shrubs along
foundation and weeping cherry adjacent to east facade, 8 September 1967.
(Lane Studio, EISE NHS files, #2832)

building (now visitor reception center).* Only five
of the trees remain today and they constitute the only
landscaping in this area, as was the case historically. The
Eisenhowers likely retained this old fencerow to screen
the Quonset hut from view and to provide shade for the
dog kennels.*' (fig. 2.44)

The storage building was constructed in 1960, and
although it too was utilitarian in purpose, the south
entrance, east foundation, and the northwest corner
were landscaped to soften the edges and blend it with

Fignre 2.46. Storage building north and west facades, original garage door
on northwest corner, 8 September 1967. (Lane Studio, EISE NHS files,
#2828)

Figure 2.47. View looking south at plantings aronnd the visitor reception
center and missing Canadian yews next to the fence. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Figure 2.48. _Adenaner rose garden and plantings sonth and west of the
reception center, view north. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)
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Figure 2.49. Mature trees in barn screen underplanted with shrubs, view across lawn to west, May 1969. (W. E. Dutton, two images combined into panorama,
EISE NHS files)

the surroundings.* By the late 1960s original plantings
of common boxwood, Japanese holly, Canadian yew, and
English yew were still present as were later additions such
as a star magnolia near the south entrance (not on 1969
plan but visible in 1967 photograph), a weeping cherry
on the east side, and two pin cherries in the lawn east of
the building, (figs. 2.45, 2.46) Most of these plants are
gone today except for a few of the common boxwood
and the magnolia at the south entrance and a recently
replanted weeping cherry on the east side that is in poor
health. (figs. 2.47, 2.48)

In the lawn south of the building, lilac, Norway spruce,
and redwoods were planted in the 1950s.* The redwoods
died but the lilac and spruce were present in 1969. The
lilac remains today but the spruce was replaced in 1997-
98 when the original tree fell down because it had grown
so large.

The Adenauer rose garden between the storage building
and barn was a gift to the Eisenhowers in 1955 from
Konrad Adenauer, Chancellor of the Federal Republic
of Germany, and was installed soon after construction
of the storage building.** In 1994 only thirteen of the
original red flowering General Eisenhower hybrid tea
roses remained.” In about 1994, cuttings from the
original roses were grafted to new root stock by Jackson
& Perkins. The new plants were then installed by the
Friends of the National Parks at Gettysburg, Recently,
the bed consisted of about fifty red General Eisenhower
hybrid tea roses in good condition, but in June 2006 many
were lost in a heavy rain storm.* Between the roses and
the walkway is a row of boxwoods that historically was
not individually pruned as balls as they are now but as a
continuous hedge as diagrammed on the 1969 plan.

Recommendations

The missing catalpa trees should be replaced but only
when a majority of the remaining trees begin to decline.
Around the storage building, many of the plantings are
missing and should be replaced including the pin cherties
in the east lawn; English yew, common boxwood, and
Canadian yew along the east foundation; a Japanese
holly at the southwest corner; and Canadian yews at
the fence at the northwest corner. The dying weeping
cherry on the east side will need to be replaced soon.
The boxwoods between the Adenauer rose garden
and walkway should be encouraged to grow into a
continuous hedge rather than pruned as individual plants.
New General Eisenhower hybrid tea roses should be
developed to replace those lost in June 2000.

Area 3: Barn (Screen between barn and house, #s
61-86)

Mrs. Eisenhower directed the installation of “a row of
good-sized evergreen trees. . .to screen the barn from the
new house.”” The screen was installed in 1954 and was
comprised of Norway spruce and Canadian hemlock.
Soon after, the area was underplanted with shrubs and
flowers and included rhododendrons from the mountains
near Camp David and periwinkle that ultimately became
so prolific that much of it was removed. Low-growing
varieties of azaleas were introduced at an unknown
date along with many King Alfred daffodils. The bed
soon became a catch-all for various flower and shrub
donations. By the late 1960s the spruces and hemlocks
were mature and had effectively grown into a dense
screen. Historic photographs show the bed beneath
the trees’ canopy was fully planted with shrubs and had
a slightly overgrown appearance, perhaps due to lack of
adequate maintenance.*® (fig. 2.49) The 1969 plan did
not identify individual shrubs or flowers in the bed save
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Figure 2.50. Existing conditions of plants in barn screen as documented by Thomas C. Dall, May 1969. (Memorandum to Chief, PSC, from Thomas C.
Dall. Trip Report, Gettysburg NMP, Gettysburg, PA, May 26-29, 1969. EISE NHS files)

for two bridalwreath spiraea at western edge. However,
a NPS survey initiated by landscape architect Thomas
Dall in 1969 did identify some additional plantings. (fig.
2.50)

Today, the spruce trees are now mature and thin at their
bases and no longer visually screen the barn from the
house. The hemlocks are in very poor condition, mostly
likely due to recent drought conditions. (figs. 2.51, 2.52)
One of the trees was struck by lightning and removed as
a safety precaution.*® Despite the shade, the understory
appears to be performing relatively well. Some of these
plants have been heavily pruned and collectively no
longer convey the somewhat overgrown appearance that
was present near the end of the historic period. (fig.
2.53) Additionally, according to the Dall drawing, some
of the plants are not historic.

Recommendations

Three alternatives for replacing the trees include:
replacing individual trees, particularly hemlocks, as they
decline; waiting for the spruce trees to pass maturity and
decline and removing dead trees until more than fifty
percent are gone; or replacing all spruce and hemlock

trees at the same time. It is recommended that the third
option be pursued so that new trees can mature evenly.
Until then, for trees that are stressed, or when trees
are replaced, a weekly watering program of one inch a
week by rainfall or watering with a water truck or gator
bags during summer months will improve the vigor of
the trees.

Much of the current palette of shrubs and flowers is not
historic and should be removed in favor of those shown
on the Dall drawing, which currently provides the only
known detailed documentation of this area (see fig. 2.50).
However, this work should be implemented only after the
eventual replacement of the spruce and hemlock trees.
As with the trees, a weekly watering program will be
essential for the shrubs to survive in what will initially be
a very sunny and exposed area. Once the correct plants
are installed, pruning should be less rigid so that the area
looks more natural. As suggested in both the 1969 plan
and the Dall drawing, the two historic bridalwreath spirea
at the west end should not be part of the mulched bed
and should be pruned less to achieve their “bridal” or
cascading branch habit.



Figure 2.51. View looking north at the barn screen approximately one year
after installation, no shrubs have been installed, fall 1955. (EISE NHS
files, #1176)

Figure 2.52. The mature evergreens in the barn screen no longer block the
view between the honse and barn, view southeast. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Area 3: Barn (Guesthouse, #s 87-1006)

Chief West and his crew designed and installed plantings
around the guesthouse in the summer of 1956.* Major
plants included a lilac at the northwest corner and a
group of five white pines on the south side. According
to the 1969 plan, only two of the original five white pines
were extant and the lilac was not shown, although it does
appear on another Dall drawing and in photographs from
1967 and 1969. (figs. 2.54-2.57) Planting beds were
situated along the south and east sides and were filled
with a variety of flowers and shrubs including peonies,
azaleas, roses, daffodils, and other bulbs that were often
transplanted to other areas of the farm. Given the
repeated planting of bulbs and flowers, and removal of
roses over the years, these beds saw continual change in
their mix of plant materials and it is unlikely that few of
the original plants lasted very long. By 1969, in addition
to the original mix of peonies, azaleas, and bulbs used in
the beds, several new species had been introduced since
the mid-1950s including wisteria, bridalwreath spirea, and
violets, General Eisenhower’s favorite flower. Today, the
character of the guesthouse plantings has changed due

Figure 2.53. VView looking northeast at the barn screen plantings. Many of
the understory shrubs are not historic and are too pruned. (Photo by OCLP,
2005)

Figure 2.54. Guesthouse east facade, after porch addition and with mature
wisteria along foundation, 8 September 1967. (Lane Studio, EISE NHS
Jiles, #2155)

Figure 2.55. View looking southwest at the guesthouse plantings and young
wisteria along the east foundation. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)
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Figure 2.56. Mature white pines dominate the south side of the gnesthonuse,
May 1966. (Eisenhower Family Collection, EISE NHS files, #3436)

Fignre 2.57. The planting bed on the south side of the gnest house, view
north. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

to the absence of the large white pines and the small size
of their replacements.

Recommendations

In time the new plantings around the guesthouse will
mature and the character will gesture to that at the end
of the historic petiod. In the meantime, several plantings,
such as the boxwoods, should be removed as they were
not present historically. Several historic plants are
missing, such as the wisteria southwest of the guesthouse
as indicated on the 1969 plan. Annuals should be limited
to daffodils and violets that were known to exist in these

Figure 2.58. View looking north at the fence and gas pumps north of the
barn. 1n 1969, six red rambling roses grew along this section of fence.
(Photo by OCLP, 2005)

beds during the historic period. The two historic spirea
plants need to be pruned less to achieve their naturally
cascading habit.

Area 3: Barn (West side, #s 107-115)

During the initial landscaping work at the farm, two large
specimen trees were placed near the barn: a sugar maple
at the southwest corner and a red maple just north of
the guesthouse entry. The sugar maple was a gift from
Rockefeller and was included with the donation of the
other large trees around the new home. It is unknown
whether he also funded the installation of the red maple.®
The original sugar maple died and was replaced in 1965,
but sometime after 1969 the replacement died and was
replaced by a red maple. A white birch was located on
the west side of the barn near the barn bridge and by
1969 it too was replaced. The area north of the barn was
considered a working barnyard even after the Eisenhower
renovations and consequently there was little ornamental
vegetation except for a row of climbing roses along the
western fence, on either side of the gas pumps.

Recommendations
When the red maple at the southwest corner of the barn
declines, it should be replaced with a sugar maple. North



Figure 2.59. Greenbonses and playhouse, view to the east across the vegetable
garden, with trees along the boundary with the eastern field in the background,
May 1969. (W. E. Dutton, EISE NHS files)

of the barn, red rambling roses should be planted along
the fence on either side of the gas pumps. (fig. 2.58)

Area 4: South gardens (#s 1-8)

The south gardens featured two greenhouses, the
playhouse, a vegetable garden, and a rose garden. Soon
after construction of the greenhouses in 1956, two pin
cherries were placed directly south of the structures. A
Norway spruce was located on the northwest corner
of the larger greenhouse, and a row of white pines
was placed along the fence line of the eastern field. A
sporadic fencerow with occasional gaps grew between
the eastern field and the field south of the house and
included catalpas. By the late 1960s, all of the trees were
still extant except for the Norway spruce, but a white
pine and both pin cherries have died since that time.!
(figs. 2.59, 2.60)

In the 1950s the vegetable garden extended from the
incinerator south to the creck, but by the mid-1960s, it
was scaled-back to include the area only adjacent to the
greenhouses. In 1969, the garden plot covered an area
of approximately thirty feet by one hundred and twenty
feet, primarily west and south of the greenhouses.” (fig.
2.61) The size of the garden has been reduced since
that time to approximately thirty feet by sixty feet. Itis
maintained by the Volunteer Senior Ranger Corps.

In the mid-1960s, the south rose garden was established
and measured approximately four feet by one hundred
feet.” The garden included a variety of floribunda roses
and was still extant in 1969. The park reestablished the
rose bed in about 1994 with pink and red floribunda
roses donated by Jackson & Perkins and planted by the
Friends of the National Parks at Gettysburg.** The roses
are presently in good condition.

Figure 2.60. View looking east at the south rose garden, vegetable garden,
and white pines and catalpa along the eastern field edge. The path is a recent
rehabilitation. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Figure 2.61. Vegetable gardens and greenhouses, view toward northeast, May
1969. (W. E. Dutton, EISE NHS files)

South of the garden, a donation in 1956 of several
walnuts and a few pecans were planted on the property
line between Farm #1 and Farm #2, approximately fifty
yards northeast of the stream crossing between the two
farms.> A few of the originals were still extant in 1969
and two pecans remain today. In addition to the walnuts
and pecans, raspberties were donated to the Eisenhowers
as gifts and planted between Farms #1 and #2.5%

Recommendations

When one of the two extant white pines declines, the
other should be removed so that all three trees, along with
the two missing pin cherries, can be replaced and mature
as a group. Historically, the Eisenhower’s vegetable
garden was larger than the current vegetable garden
and was well tended. With a rehabilitation treatment
approach, it is acceptable to alter the size of the garden
in order to reduce the amount of maintenance necessary
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Fignre 2.62. Aerial view in the winter from north of the orchard fenced off
[from surrounding pasture, ca. 1960s. Note the hemlock in the eastern balf
of the orchard. (Robert Hartley collection, EISE NHS files #3102)

Figure 2.63. Mature apple trees dominate the western balf of the orchard
today, view north. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

to tend the garden during the months of peak visitation.
Additional volunteers could be recruited to maintain
a larger and more historically accurate garden. The
south rose garden, depending on the level of care, may
need to be replanted every ten to fifteen years. The
raspberries can be reintroduced based on historical
documentation.

Area 5: Orchard (#s 1-41)

According to Ethel Wetzel, Eisenhower’s administrative
assistant during the early 1960s, “the General was very
interested in having some fruit around. He liked the
trees, he liked the blossoms, and he liked the fruit.””>
The orchard featured mostly apples, peaches, and
cherries, and although the chosen varieties were well
adapted to the local conditions, the orchard was never

particularly productive because of poor soil conditions,
birds constantly eating the fruits, and Japanese beetle
infestations. By 1969 the orchard contained twenty-
four fruit trees, including sixteen apples, six peaches,
and two nectarines (there were no remaining cherries).
Certain species such as peach and nectarine are relatively
short-lived trees while apple trees can survive for over
100 years. This proves true in the Eisenhower orchard
as most of the original apple trees still remain and now
dominate the space while the eight peach and nectarine
trees that were extant in 1969 have since been replaced.
(figs. 2.62, 2.63)

There were also several other non-fruiting trees in the
orchard; seven tuliptrees, three flowering dogwoods, and
one Canadian hemlock were growing in a small grove
on the eastern side of the orchard, close to the horse
pasture fence. Given their size, these trees had probably
been in this location since the early 1960s. Red rambling
rose was also shown on the 1969 plan as growing on the
west fence of the orchard.

Recommendations

Three new apple trees, a peach tree, and a dogwood
tree have been planted in locations where there were
historically no such trees and should therefore be
removed. There are also several tuliptrees and flowering
dogwoods that are missing and should be replaced.
As the young peaches and nectarines are in exposed
locations, and their health should be closely monitored.
Replanting missing red rambling roses along the west
fence will likely not survive because of the excessive
shade in this area and should therefore not be installed.
A replacement cycle for fruit trees can be projected
for certain species: peaches and nectarines require
replacement every five to ten years while apples can live
to be over 75 years old.

Area 6: Pastures and fields
C1-1. Fencerows on Farm #1

A variety of fencerows defined the edges of fields and
pastures on Farm #1 during the Eisenhower period.
Most shown on a 1964 aerial photograph and on the 1967
historical base map exist today except for the fencerow
defining the Flaharty property (see figs. 2.1, 2.2).

Recommendation
The fencerow along the Flaharty property line should be
replaced with native plant species that are consistent with
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the watershed protection goals of the Chesapeake Bay
Program and recommendations of the Adams County
Natural Resource Conservation Service.

C1-2. Vegetated screens on Farm #1

Intentionally planted screens of trees, like fencerows,
also served to ensure the Eisenhower’s privacy and block
possible views from curiosity seekers. One such screen
was comprised of four white pines planted along the
north side of the Farm #2 Lane near the Guard Hut to
block views to the house from the nearby Carlana Motel
and Restaurant.”” (fig. 2.64) Other vegetated screens
were also planted to block undesirable views from the
house, such as the mass of deciduous trees planted on
the west side of the equipment shed to address Mrs.
Eisenhower’s concern that the structure’s white-painted
walls and gleaming metal roof were too conspicuous.™
(fig. 2.65) These screens were extant in 1969 and are
present today.

Recommendations

The pine tree screen along Farm #2 Lane is mature
and should be replanted when fifty percent of the trees
decline. Additional deciduous trees should be planted
west of the equipment shed as some of the existing trees
are in decline. Management of this screening feature
should extend to include the trees just to the south of
the building on the other side of the skeet range lane.

C2. VEGETATION — FARM #2

House plantings (#s 1-306)

Farm #2 was acquired in 1954 and became the center
of cattle operations at Eisenhower Farms. A complex
of corrals and holding pens anchored by the show
barn and other outbuildings dominated the scene and

was itself surrounded by fields and pastures. This
utilitarian landscape was a stark contrast to the extensive
ornamental landscape on Farm #1.

As was typical for a rural farmstead of the period,
ornamental plantings were restricted to a few trees and
shrubs around the farmhouse and along the adjacent
drive. Several evergreen trees in front of the home in
the late 1950s were supplemented during the Eisenhower
period with Norway spruce, Norway maple, and white
pine. By the late 1960s, the vegetation had matured
considerably, creating a screen of trees and nearly
obscuring the view of the farmhouse from all sides. A
few shrubs were also extant around the farmhouse front
porch. (figs. 2.66-2.72)

Figure 2.64. Four pine trees were planted on the north side of the Farm #2
Lane to block the view between the Eisenhower home and the former Carlana
Motel and Restaunrant. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Figure 2.65. Decidnous trees were planted on the west side of the Equipment Shed to visually block the building from the house. (Photo by OCIL.P, 2005)
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Figure 2.66. Aerial view of Farm #2 from the south showing trees around the farmhouse and catalpa rows in the eastern field and along Farm #2 lane, 22
June 1964. (Lane Studio, EISE NHS files, #2973)

Figure 2.69. Mature pines and spruces screen the farmhbouse on Farm #2,
north facade, May 1969. Compare the density of the trees with Figure 2.69.
(W. E. Dutton, EISE NHS files)

Figure 2.67. Another aerial view of vegetation at Farm #2, looking
northeast, March 1966. (John Donmoyer, Robert Hartley collection, EISE
NHS files #3103)

Figure 2.70. Farm #2 farnhouse, south facade, where Norway maples
dominate the scene. A rose-of-sharon is next to the shed. May 1969. (W.
E. Dutton, EISE NHS files)

Figure 2.68. Winter view of Farm #2 farmbonse, May 1962. (Robert
Hartley collection, EISEE NHS files, #3113)
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Figure 2.71. Detail of vegetation around porch at Farm #2 farmbonse, 19
May 1967. (Emless Nett, EISE NHS files, #3393).

Few changes occurred to this landscape after the historic
period, as the NPS management focus was on buildings,
visitor services, and site infrastructure, especially at Farm
#1. Mature shade trees, both deciduous and evergreen,
remain around the farmhouse today, although some of
the trees present in the late 1960s have died and have
been removed. As a result, the eastern side of the
farmhouse is not as heavily screened from view as it once
had been. Along the front porch, there is no longer a
planting of lilacs, and plantings of lilacs next to the farm
lane along the stream corridor have been crowded out
by black walnuts and mulberries.

Recommendations

Vegetation other than major trees at Farm #2 is difficult
to identify in historic photographs.
discussed above, shade trees historically dominated the
house area with a few shrubs proximate to the house.
To preserve this character, existing trees should be
preserved, maintained, and replaced when they decline,
and missing trees should be replaced. The use of shrubs
should be focused to areas where they are known to have
existed and are the most visible, such as the lilacs along
the front porch. The lilacs near the stream corridor were

However, as

likely part of the domestic landscape; however, the weedy
mulberry and black walnut trees here should be removed.
The vegetable garden southwest of the house could be
re-established as a Volunteer Senior Ranger Corps if
historical documentation is located in the future.

Pastures and fields
C2-1. Fencerows on Farm #2

Three notable fencerows existed on Farm #2 during
the historic period. The oldest featured catalpa trees in

Figure 2.72. View of south and east sides of Farm #2 farmhbonse. Note
missing shrubs along the porch that were present in 1967. (Photo by OCLP,
2005)

Figure 2.73. Detail of catalpa row, Show Barn in background, view fo
southwest, May 1969. (W. E. Dutton, EISE NHS files)

the eastern pasture. When Eisenhower purchased Farm
#2, they were already mature and provided considerable
shade for the pasture, suggesting they were planted
sometime in the 1930s. There were thirty to forty trees
planted along the southern side of the fence in a solid
row. Many of the trees died in the 1960s after the cattle
began chewing their bark, and only about half of the
original trees were remaining in the late 1960s. Around
1970, the remaining trees blew down in a severe storm,
and none have since been replaced.” (fig. 2.73)

The same storm in 1970 also damaged portions of a
fencerow of catalpas on the south side of the Farm #2
Lane stretching from the Guard House at Nevins Lane
to the Guard Hut at the east end of Farm #2 Lane. The
trees were likely planted in the early 1950s amongst an
older fencerow. By the late 1960s, the trees provided
limited shade because they were not a continuous row
along the road. Itis not clear if the gaps were intentional
or if some of the original trees had died and were not
replaced.®® This fencerow still features large catalpas
along with a few red maples and sycamore trees. (figs.
2.74,2.75) A third fencerow stretched from the Farm
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Figure 2.75. Scattered catalpas and maples define the fencerow along Farm
#2 entry lane, looking west. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Figure 2.76. Aerial view of Farm #2 from east, and the fencerow along the
Carlana Motel property line (lower middle), spring 1955. (EISE NHS
files, #3135)

#2 Lane southward and defined the Carlana Motel and
Restaurant property line. It was mainly scrub vegetation
and was removed by the NPS in 1980." (fig. 2.76)

Recommendations

Fencerows are a defining feature of the Eisenhower NHS
landscape. As was the case historically, they marked
edges of fields, acted as windbreaks, provided shade, and
prevented soil erosion, functions still relevant today in
what continues to be a productive agricultural landscape.®
Fencerows also addressed the Eisenhower’s concerns of
privacy. The park should replant the catalpa fencerow
in the east pasture and consult with the Adams County
Natural Resource Conservation Service in replanting
the fencerow along the former Carlana Motel boundary.
The fencerow along the Farm #2 Lane should also be
rehabilitated with new plantings of catalpas amongst
the existing trees.

C3. VEGETATION — FARM #3
House plantings (#s 1-22)

When Farm #3 was purchased in 1955, the property
contained the original farmhouse, bank barn, silo, and a
few outbuildings. The farm historically served as support
for the other two farms, primarily for crop production
and to a lesser degree pasturage.®® Like Farm #2,
Farm #3 featured a utilitarian landscape with trees and
shrubs planted around the farmhouse. By the late 1960s,
mature trees, most likely maples, shaded the south, west,
and north sides of the house. (figs. 2.77-2.80) Today,
there are far fewer trees, especially on the south side of
the house. Several shrubs and flower beds are located
in the front and along the walkway, and also around
the smokehouse and garage. (fig. 2.81) A lilac at the
smokehouse likely dates to the Eisenhower period.

Recommendations

Farm #3 is not open to visitors and is managed primarily
to be part of the historic scene at Fisenhower NHS.
The appearance of the farmhouse area from a distance,
and especially from Millerstown Road to the south, is
more important than up close. The cluster arrangement
of buildings and structures surrounded by corrals and
fields is still intact, but the shady canopy that surrounded
the farmhouse — one of the most important historic
landscape features — has been greatly diminished. To
restore this scene, new maple trees should be planted at
former stumps and in historic locations in the lawn.®®
Existing shrubs and flowers can be retained.
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Figure 2.77. View of Farm #3 from the west, entry drive lower right, mature trees screening house, two trees along drainage swale at right, May 1969. (W. E.
Dutton, EISE NHS files)

L LI

Figure 2.78. Farm #3 trees shown in this late 1960s photo are no longer
extant, including trees adjacent to the farmhouse and trees in the field, view
toward the west, May 1969. (W. E. Dutton, EISE NHS files)

Figure 2.79. View of Farm #3 farmbouse, east facade, and mass of trees
on north and south sides, May 1969. (W. E. Dutton, EISE NHS files)

Pastures and fields
C3-1. Vegetated screen on Farm #3

At the end of the historic petiod, two large deciduous
trees were located in the pastures southeast of the
farmhouse along a drainage swale (see figs. 2.77, 2.78).%
Interestingly, it is possible that the trees were planted
or possibly retained from an earlier time to screen the
view of the bank barn from the entrance to Farm #1.

Figure 2.80. Farm #3 garage, west facade, May 1969. (W. E. Dutton,
EISE NHS files)

i .

-

Figure 2.81. View of flowers along the front facade of Farm #3 farmbouse.
1n the late 1960s, the view to the south from here would have been mostly
blocked by large shade trees. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

However, there is no known documentation regarding
this theory, nor are the species of trees known.

Recommendations

Four or five new trees should be planted along the
drainage swale. The trees should be native species and
should be consistent with the watershed protection goals
of the Chesapeake Bay Program.
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CR. VEGETATION — CLEMENT REDDING FARM

House plantings (#s 1-17)

The Clement Redding Farm came under full NPS
management upon the death of Irene Redding in 1993.
The farm, which officially became a part of the Eisenhower
NHS earlier, in 1978, was acquired to provide a buffer
for the Eisenhower site, prevent adjacent development

a i = ‘e

Figure 2.82. Aerial view of Farm #1, #2, and a portion of Clement Redding Farm at lower right, from west,

1955. (EISE NHS files, #1180)

Figure 2.83. Foundation plantings are maintained along front facade of the
Sfarmhouse at the Clement Redding Farm. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

that might intrude on the historic farm scene, and
preserve the western view from the main farm. As with
Farms #2 and #3, the Clement Redding Farm featured
a residential cluster and agricultural cluster surrounded
by fields and pastures. Vegetation consisted primarily of
a few shade trees and ornamental plantings around the
farmhouse, and the large trees and shrubs probably date
to the Clement Redding period. Some shrubs, such as
a formal yew hedge at the front of the farmhouse, were
removed by NPS. Other existing
vegetation includes flowerbeds
along the home’s south and east
foundations and south edge of
the lawn, and various shrubs
along the fences on the northern
and western edges of the lawn.*®
(figs. 2.82-2.84)

Recommendations

Like Farm #3, the Clement
Redding Farm is not open to
visitors and is managed primarily
to be part of the historic scene.
The presence of ornamental
vegetation around the farmhouse
is the most important vegetation
characteristic to maintain,
especially the shade trees, as
they are the most noticeable
when viewed from Red Rock
Road and from the farmhouse at
Farm #2, and more importantly,
from the Eisenhower House at
Farm #1. The existence of other
vegetation along the fencelines
and the foundation of the house also contribute to this
character. Therefore, all existing vegetation in the house
area should be maintained and preserved except for the
following which should be removed: a cherry next to
the smokehouse that it is too close to that structure,
and mulberries and other weedy plants that have grown
up from seeds near the lilac and mock orange west of
the house.

Pastures and fields
CR-1. Weeds and invasives at barn
The barn paddock is overgrown with weeds, and in

particular, the southwest corner of the bank barn is
engulfed with multiflora roses.
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Figure 2.84. The large shade trees aronnd the house at the Clement Redding Farm are an important landscape feature, view west. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Recommendation
Weeds in the barn paddock and multiflora roses growing
on the barn should be removed.

CR-2. Remnant vegetation

Along with scattered trees, a remnant hawthorn hedge is
situated along Willoughby’s Run at the eastern boundary
of the farm, but it is not known when it was planted.
In the pasture east of the barn is a large hickory that
likely dates to the middle of the twentieth century, if not
earlier. A few random fruit trees are located in the fields
west of the house, suggesting the earlier presence of an
orchard. Other vegetation along Willoughby’s Run and
Red Rock Road includes wetland species and a grove of
mature hickory trees.

Recommendations

The remnant hawthorn hedge and stream vegetation,
pasture hickory tree, and fruit trees west of the house
should be maintained and preserved, as they are part of
the historic scene. As noted in the Land Use and Cultural
Traditions section, mowing around the wetland meadow

should be limited to non-nesting periods.

D. CiRCULATION: ACCESSIBILITY, PAVED &
GRAVEL SURFACES

Circulation systems at the Eisenhower NHS consist of
historic farm drives and lanes, pedestrian walkways to
buildings and structures, and associated features such
as cattle guards, culverts, and drainage swales. These
corridors — their width, surface treatment, and drainage
characteristics — contribute to the historic character of
the site. Most visitors arrive via Eisenhower Drive on
the shuttle bus from the Gettysburg Visitor Center and
spend about an hour or two walking around the site. The
visit typically includes a guided tour of the Eisenhower
home and a self-guided tour of the surrounding
domestic landscape. A new brochure guides visitors on
a walking route that includes the bank barn, guest house,
guardhouse site, barbecue, drying yard, rear terrace,
east rose garden, Frisco bell, putting green, garage, and
reception center. A smaller number of visitors venture
to the skeet range and to the cattle barns at Farm #2.

The NPS has become aleader in demonstrating effective
ways of making historic sites accessible to all visitors. In
compliance with the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968,
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the park secks
to provide the highest level of access with the lowest
level of impact on the site’s historic integrity. The shuttle
bus is equipped with a wheelchair lift. However, those
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Figure 2.85. Designated accessible parking space at Farm #1 is located Figure 2.86. The large grass/ gravel area next to the Show Barn on Farm

northwest of the barn. (Photo by OCLP, 2005) #2 offers space for accessible parking. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)
TABLE 2.1
ADA ACCESSIBLE SPECIFICATIONS
Accessible Route Specifications that Apply to Walkways around Buildings
Accessible Route * Width = 36 inches.
Minimum Specifica- | ¢ Gradient = 5 percent (1:20).
tions * A gradient greater than 5 percent shall be called a ramp.
* Cross pitches (cross slopes) = 2 percent (1:50) or less.
* Abrupt level changes are no greater than 0.5 inch in height.
Accessible Ramps * Gradient greater than 5 percent (1:20) and a maximum of 8 percent (1:12).
* Maximum rise on any run = 30 inches in height.
* In space limitations, a ramp gradient no greater than 16.6 percent (1:6) may be used for a horizontal run of 2
feet.
* In space limitations, a ramp gradient between 8 percent (1:12) and 10 percent (1:10) may be used for a maxi-
mum vertical rise of 6 inches.
* An 8 percent (1:12) gradient and a rise greater than 6 inches, or a horizontal run greater than 72 inches, must
have handrails on both sides of the ramp.
* Surface must be stable, firm, and nonslip.
Handrails * Required on either side of 8 percent (1:12) gradient ramps with a 6-inch rise or greater, or a 72-inch horizontal
run, and on either side of stairs.
* Must continue at least 12 inches beyond the top and bottom of a ramp and be parallel to the ground plane.
* Top of gripping surface = 34 —38 inches in height above the ramp or stair tread surface.
Landings * Must be located at every 30-inch vertical rise in a ramp.
* Dimensions of alanding = 36 inches wide x 60 inches deep at the top and bottom of a ramp run.
Accessible Parking * Space = 96 inches wide.
e Access aisle is considered part of an accessible route.
* Spaces and aisles have a 2 percent (1:50) maximum gradient in any direction.
¢ Passenger loading zone (access aisle) = 60 inches wide x 20 feet long, adjacent and parallel to the vehicle pull
up space.
Accessible Guidelines for Trails
(to be considered for path between Farms #1 and #2)
Accessible Trail * Width = 36 inches
Proposed Minimum | ¢ Gradient = 5 percent (1:20) for any distance, 8.33 percent with resting intervals provided every 200 feet, 10
Specifications percent with resting intervals provided every 30 feet, 14 percent with resting intervals every 5 feet.
* Cross pitches (cross slopes) = 5 percent (1:20) or less.
* Tread obstacles up to 2 inches.
* Surface = firm and stable.
Landings * Dimensions of a rest interval = 36 inches wide x 60 inches deep at the top and bottom sloped sections as
specified for the running slope grades above.
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users cannot access the cattle barns because there is no
accessible path between Farms #1 and #2. Visitors in
wheelchairs requiring additional assistance can drive
directly to Farm #1 and patk in a designated ADA
parking space northwest of the bank barn or in the
asphalt-surfaced area next to the visitor reception center,
and then drive to the cattle barns on Farm #2 and park
on the level gravel/grass area at the show barn entrance.
(figs. 2.85, 2.86) To date, there have been no requests to
add a formal designated space at Farm #2 that is similar
to the space at Farm #1.¢

A key component to accessibility is providing information
to the public on trail characteristics. People tend to select
trails based on their personal interests and abilities. Trail
signs and maps can be improved to provide specific
information about the trail conditions and difficulty
levels with information about the cross slope, duration
of steep grades, average and minimum trail width, surface
hardness, and the presence of obstacles, hazards, and
facilities. Such media can also include drawing of the
trail profile to show changes in grade and length.®®

To move around the site, visitors use a combination of
historic paths plus green macadam paths that were added
by the park in the 1970s and 1980s. However, some
path sections are too steep to meet ADA guidelines for
accessible routes with a maximum five percent slope.
(Table 2.1) Many sections have slopes of eight percent,
which are considered ramps, and thus require landings
and handrails. Areas where ADA compliant accessibility
should be addressed are discussed below.

D1-1. Access around the domestic core

From the designated accessible parking space northwest
of the barn to the front of the Eisenhower home, the
historic paths on either side of the barn and the green
macadam path along the south side of the bank barn
screen are accessible routes with grades of two to
five percent. (fig. 2.87) Other paths at Farm #1 pose
problems, however. The pathway from the south side
of the Eisenhower home to the greenhouses becomes
quite steep with a maximum grade of thirteen percent.
Looping back to the house from the teahouse, the
historic brick path — which was originally set in sand but
was reset in mortar by the NPS — gradually slopes up until
it meets the east rose garden at a series of irregular steps
and a landing, also constructed by the NPS. To bypass
the steps, the park built a green macadam bypass ramp
inside the privet hedge, which required the removal of

some of the privets. The slope of this macadam ramp
ranges from eleven to twelve percent. (figs. 2.88-2.90a)
The NPS also installed brick walkways around the
perimeter of the east rose garden, but in the 1990s the
segment on the east side of the rose bed was removed
but the area was not properly regraded.”” The segment
on the west side remains and connects to a historic walk
and steps heading west to the garage and barn and to the
green macadam path alongside the barn screen.

Recommendations

The non-historic path connecting the south side of the
Eisenhower home to the playhouse and greenhouses
is quite steep. Except for a level segment between
the teahouse and the playhouse, this path should be
eliminated. An alternate route should be developed
from this level section to the beginning of the path
between Farms #1 and #2, paralleling the south rose
bed and using the path reconstructed in the 1990s
as recommended in the GMP. This new route will
feature slopes around five percent, and will require minor
regrading near the playhouse (see fig. 2.60).

The curving historic mortared brick path between the
teahouse and the east rose garden poses accessibility
challenges because of the nine-foot change in elevation.
One solution in achieving accessibility requirements
would be to regrade the path at a constant 5% slope,
but this would require numerous switchbacks and adding
fill to the historic landscape. A second option would
have numerous twelve-foot long, eight percent ramps
separated by landings. This solution would have fewer
switchbacks and less fill but would require the presence
of handprails, which would negatively affect the character
of this feature and the surrounding historic scene. The
best option appears to be to remove the brick stairs and
return the walkway to brick at the historic grade. Railroad
or landscape ties can be used for a step at the end of the
walkway as shown in a historic photograph.” (fig. 2.90b)
Although the non-historic bypass ramp is certainly not
a desireable feature in the landscape, it appears to be
the best solution at this time (treatment of this ramp is
addressed in section D1-6). Due to the steep slope on
the bypass ramp, the park could install wooden handrails
on either side that are inconspicuous in the landscape.

The non-historic brick path along the west side of the
rose garden provides an accessible connection to the
green macadam path next to the barn screen. It should
remain; however, the path surface should be changed
and will be discussed later in this section. The GMP
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Figure 2.87. Map showing grades and slopes of major pedestrian areas around the domestic core of Farm #1.  (Map by OCLP, 2005)
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Figure 2.88. Map showing grades and slopes of major pedestrian areas aronnd the domestic core of Farm #1.  (Map by OCLP, 2005)
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Figure 2.89. Detail of asphalt path south of house leading to greenhouses
and playhouse. (Photo by OCLP, 2002)

Figure 2.90a. The green macadam path, and the steps and landing on the
historic brick path were added by NPS. The brick walk was originally set in
a bed of sand. (Photo by OCL.P, 2005)

Figure 2.90b. Historic view looking south at the wood-bound grass landing
between the terrace steps and the brick path to the teahouse, no date. (EISE
NHS files, ENHS3601#10])

Figure 2.91. Grass/ gravel ramp on the west side of the bank barn. (Photo
by OCLP, 2005)

recommended removing the green barn screen path and
replacing the concrete walk and steps to the garage and
barn with a concrete ramp, but this report recommends
retaining the macadam path as well as the steps, which
were replaced in kind in 2000, because wheelchair users
can use the macadam path to access the back yard.™
The area immediately east of the rose garden should be
regraded to reflect historic conditions.

D1-2. Access to upper level of the bank barn

The ramp to the upper level of the bank barn
was historically surfaced in gravel and/or grass. A
conspicuous rectangular area of crushed blue gravel was
installed in 1990s. There is now a pea gravel surface that
is less noticeable because grass has begun to overtake the
area. The ramp has a grade of about eleven percentand is
susceptible to erosion, but due to limited use of the barn,
is not heavily traveled. (fig. 2.91, see also fig. 2.87) Access
to this area is important, as it is used by interpreters for
orientation talks when weather is inclement and is also
an exhibit space for farm machinery.

Recommendations

Ideally, an accessible entrance to the barn will be
created to the lower level closer to the reception center.
Modifying the ramp into a durable, non-slip surface atan
acceptable grade, and most likely with handrails, would
dramatically alter the historic character of the bank barn.
The GMP recommended replacing the grassy ramp with
a “gravel appearance” surface.” However, this also would
alter the character and would give the area a more pristine
appearance than was historically present. It would also
increase the likelihood of tracking gravel into the barn
and future exhibit area. Therefore, this ramp should be
allowed to continue to revert to grass.



D1-3. Access at the skeet range

Access from the visitor reception center to the skeet
range is via paved Nevins Road and the Skeet Range
Lane, a relatively flat earthen and gravel road that passes
alongside the Equipment Shed and then becomes mostly
grass. (fig. 2.92) A grass embankment with a maximum
slope of about five percent rises up to the skeet range
outbuildings that are connected by narrow concrete
sidewalks. The walks are in good to fair condition.

Recommendations
The skeet range features a wayside sign, and disabled
visitors can park in the grass-covered area right next to

it if needed. The condition of the sidewalks should be
monitored for further deterioration.

D1-4. Access from Farm #1 to Farm #2 and show
barn

A portion of the path between Farms #1 and #2 was
originally a farm lane when the Eisenhowers purchased
the property. During renovations to the house it was
used as construction access, and then the lane was
removed in favor of an unpaved and informal path
between the two farms.”* (fig, 2.93) Farm #2 continues
to be an important component of the Eisenhower NHS
and provides visitors with a greater understanding of
General Eisenhower’s cattle and farming operations.
Unfortunately, the path may be difficult for some visitors
to walk on. The route and distance are identified with
a wayside.

The path serves as the primary pedestrian route between
the two farms for visitors and park staff, and in an effort
to provide a comfortable walking surface, the park has
applied woodchips that unfortunately tend to wash away
in heavy rains. A French drain was recently installed at
the north end of the path to catch stormwater runoff
from the drive and seems to be helping the problem, but
is nonetheless a modern intrusion. Drainage continues to
be a problem, however, at the lower end of the trail from
water flowing diagonally from northeast to southwest.”*
The slope of the path is uneven with slopes ranging from
two to eight percent; the steepest section is near the
former guardhouse foundation. (figs. 2.94, 2.95)

The slope of the lane in front of house at Farm #2
averages around five percent, although there is a short
run of seven percent near the bank barn foundation
(see fig. 2.95). The lane approaching the show barn has

Figure 2.92. View looking southeast at the high house, control tower, and the
wayside (at right) at the skeet range. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Farms #1 and #2 at lower center, 9 August 1967. (A. ]. Parsonese, US
Marine Corps, EISE NHS files, #2988)

similar slopes to that of the lane, with a run of six to
seven percent prior to the building. There are no paved
sidewalks that lead to the show barn, but visitors needing
assistance can park at the building’s main entrance.

Recommendations

In accordance with the Guidelines for the Treatment of
Cultural Landscapes, the access between Farm #1 and #2
should meet accessibility requirements but minimize
the impact on the cultural landscape. Rather than meet
the ADA guidelines for “Accessible Routes,” the park
could consider the proposed guidelines for “Outdoor
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Figure 2.94. View south of the wood chip path that leads to Farm #2.
(Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Developed Areas” as outlined in Table 2.1. These
criteria are used for trails that extend a quarter mile or
more. The route to the show barn is almost a quarter
mile, about 1200 feet, and could be defined as a ““trail.”
In this case, a landing would need to be created between
the guardhouse foundation and the creek at the point
where the slope increases to between six to eight percent.
Using the existing alignment, the surface could remain
unpaved but be made firm and even, with a crown at
the upper end and a cross-slope at the lower end, and
waterbars and/or dips would possibly be needed. An
alternative to the French drain would be to install swales
parallel to the trail, but this would require excavation and
a hardened crown to prevent scouring.

The woodchip surface should be removed and replaced
with a gravel aggregate/clay/sand mix. The clay serves
as a binder to stabilize the aggregate, and the sand
helps interlock the aggregates creating a tight water-
resistant surface. The addition of a clay stabilizer can
aid in forming a compacted tread with a crown, much
like a road. Commercially available soil stabilizers may
also be added, such as EMC2™ or Road Oyl™ (a pine
resin binder), both by Soil Stabilization Products.” See
Appendix C for other examples of trail specifications.
The color of the stone should be gray to match other
historically earthen/gravel paths at the site.

Figure 2.95. Map showing grades and slopes of major pedestrian rontes from
the south end of Farm #1 through Farm #2. (Map by OCLP, 2005)
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Disabled visitors that have come to the site by vehicle
should be given the option to take the “trail to Farm
#2” or drive to designated spaces at Farm #2. Another
option may be to convey disabled visitors via a golf cart,
much like Eisenhower did. Creating a new path is not
recommended, as it will alter the historic scene.

D1-5. Road and parking surfaces, Farm #1

As described in the Statement for Management, Eisenhower
Drive and Nevins Lane were widened and have been
resurfaced several times. The barnyard on Farm #1
was changed from rough gravel to pavement by the
Secret Service in the 1970s, after the historic period, and
now serves as a pedestrian area for visitors arriving and
departing by shuttle bus. The other roads and lanes have
not changed since federal acquisition of the property. A
road from Farm #1 to the John Eisenhower Farm (Pitzer
Schoolhouse), not maintained since 1964, is no longer
in use and has returned to crops.

Recommendations

The historic roads that have been widened should not be
restored to their original widths as they now function to
serve the requirements of the shuttle bus. However, the
color of the paving can be addressed. Mrs. Eisenhower
was known to prefer light colored pavement and paved
roads were surfaced with white chip and seal.” When
the barnyard was converted to a parking area, the surface
was tarred and chip coated to create a lighter appearance,
but recently has been repaved with a dark surface. The
site now consists of three macadam surface types: dark
black, chip coated, and green-painted. A hierarchy of
surface types that is clear to visitors and at the same time
serves the park’s functions is needed.

Ideally all surfaces should have a lighter appearance.
The use of light-colored/high albedo surfaces supports
LEED program criteria to reduce the heat island effect
by using heat reflectant surfaces.”™ Depending on
color and composition, different paving surfaces have
different albedo reflectance ratings and thus, different
thermal temperatures. Areas paved in dark asphalt can
be much hotter on a summer day than areas paved in
lighter colored materials, meaning a large area such as the
paved barnyard is likely to be uncomfortable on a typical
summer day for visitors waiting for the shuttle bus.

A series of test sections is recommended in order
to develop a surface mix that can withstand local
environmental conditions and use, and provide a

compatible color and texture with native materials,
since ultimately some of the material will wash from the
surface. When choosing the gravel, the color will change
over time; it always becomes lighter once applied. As
different stone sizes give different surface textures and
are use for different traffic situations, the park should
consult with the state Department of Transportation
regarding chip seal applications.’®

The GMP, recognizing the need for stable vehicular
surfaces, distinguished surface treatment recommendations
by whether the features were historically paved or not.””
The following recommendations rely on these distinctions
as well as the LEED criteria discussed above:

-- All original paved roads (Eisenhower Drive
from front gate to the south driveway, and
Nevins Lane from Eisenhower Drive to Farm
#2 Lane) should be of a light appearance and
use a chip seal that employs a white-colored
stone, which will gesture to the historic
appearance and help reduce heat reflectance.

-- All original non-paved roads and parking areas
(barnyard ) should have a gravel appearance and
use a chip seal with a dark gray-colored stone,
which will distinguish them from historically
paved features and still reduce heat reflectance.

These recommendations should be implemented when
the current surface treatments need to be replaced.

D1-6. Pedestrian path surfaces, Farm #1

Types of pedestrian path surfaces also vary at the park.
Around the domestic core, most paths are asphalt, with
some concrete and some brick. In the winter of 1979-
1980, green-painted macadam walkways were added here
for accessibility and interpretive purposes. They still
exist today because they are very functional and require
minimal maintenance. The paths intersect with historic
brick and concrete paths, and a brick walk along the east
rose garden that is not historic.

Recommendations

Unlike roads and parking areas, the GMP did not
separate out historic versus non-historic in its path
recommendations other than suggesting that all macadam
pedestrian surfaces should be changed to “a gravel
appearance.””™ However, some paths from the historic
period also featured gravel surfaces. The following

recommendations aim to clarify this difference:
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Figure 2.96. Granite step in front of farmbouse at Farm #2. (Photo by
OCLP, 2005)

Figure 2.97. This historic concrete path at Farm #2 connects the farmhbonse
10 the bank barn. 1t is not wide enough for a wheelchair user. (Photo by
OCLP, 2005)

-- Historically graveled paths (path from bottom
of bank barn ramp to guesthouse, path along
south rose garden) should use a chip seal with a
gray stone.

-- Non-historic green macadam walkways should
be replaced with walks treated with a chip seal
surface with light brown colored stones. The
non-historic brick walk should be replaced
with this type of walk, and the proposed new
construction of an accessible route along the
south rose garden (except the portion along the

south rose garden) should use this type of walk.

These recommendations should be implemented when
current surface treatments are in need of replacement.

D2-1. Access around headquarters area, Farm #2

The Farm #2 TLane in front of the farmhouse is wide
enough to provide adequate space for parking. Although
a 0”-high granite step at the head of the main walk
leading to the house would likely prevent unaccompanied
disabled visitors from parking here, they could instead
park farther up the lane and use the long sidewalk that
leads from near the bank barn to the house. (figs. 2.90,
2.97) However, this walkway is only about sixteen inches
wide and is beginning to lift near a spruce tree. There is
currently no accessible entrance into the house.

Recommendations

The sidewalk that connects the house to the bank barn
area is uneven and is a tripping hazard. This walkway is
also too narrow for wheelchair use. Efforts to modify
this walkway should be in conjunction with work to
provide universal access to the farmhouse.

D2-2. Road surfaces and parking surfaces, Farm

#2

Like Eisenhower Drive and Nevins Lane, the eastern
portion of the Farm #2 Lane was also widened and has
been resurfaced several times. The other roads at Farm
#2 have never been paved and are surfaced in dark grey
gravel. The informal parking areas are also gravel.

Recommendations
The same hierarchy for original paved roads and non-
paved roads at Farm #1 applies at Farm #2:

-- All original paved roads (Farm #2 Lane from
Nevins Lane east to the Guard Hut) should be
of a light appearance and use a chip seal that
employs a white-colored stone, which will
gesture to the conditions as they existed
historically and reduce heat reflectance.

-- All other roads at Farm #2 were historically
loose gravel and should remain as such. The
dark grey stone color should be used.

-- Parking areas should also remain as gravel.

These recommendations should be implemented when
the current surface treatments need to be replaced.
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D2-3. Culvert bridge along path from Farm #1 to
Farm #2 and show barn

The culvert bridge over the stream between Farm #1
and #2 is in poor condition and needs to be replaced.
(fig. 2.98) The culvert bridge is historic as it was extant
during the Eisenhower period and provided an important
linkage between Farms #1 and #2.” This is still the case
today, but the three circular pipes channel the water,
which has resulted in greater erosion.

Recommendation

A box culvert, similar to the one installed upstream
on Nevins Lane or along the Skeet Range Lane would
be more effective as it will manage water flow more
effectively and improve visitor safety. (fig. 2.99) An
engineer should prepare specifications and oversee
replacement, and consider a structure that is either wider
or has higher sidewalls that can safely and effectively
accommodate peak stormwater flows. 1If the walking
area on the top of the culvert is greater than thirty-six
inches from the ground, a railing should be incorporated
into the design. If the culvert can be designed to keep
the walking surface less than thirty-six inches from
the ground below, this would be preferable so as to
not introduce a highly visible and non-historic feature
(railing) to the historic landscape.

D3-1. Road surfaces, Farm #3

The farm roads at Farm #3 have always been loose gravel
and currently feature a dark grey colored stone.

Recommendation
Whenever necessary, gravel roads should be replaced-in-
kind with loose, dark grey colored stones.

DR-1. Road sutfaces, Clement Redding Farm

Farm roads at Clement Redding Farm have always been
loose gravel and are presently dark grey in color.

Recommendation
Whenever necessary, gravel roads should be replaced-in-

kind with loose, dark grey colored stones.

T

Figure 2.98. The pipe culvert bridge between Farms #1 and #2 is bistoric
but has exacerbated erosion by channeling water. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

Fignre 2.99. The box culvert along Nevins Lane would be an appropriate
solution along the path between Farms #1 and #2. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

E. BUILDINGS & STRUCTURES

Buildings and structures are a defining characteristic of
the Eisenhower NHS but their treatment is generally
addressed separately from the landscape for the purposes
of this CLR. The park’s List of Classified Structures
contains 38 buildings, 3 sites, 89 other structures, and
6.37 miles of livestock fencing (with one building,
the bank barn at Farm #2 lost to fire). One livestock
support building — the small brooder house — at the
Clement Redding Farm deteriorated through benign
neglect. In general, and where practical, all non-historic
and non-contributing structures in the park should not

be replaced.
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E2-1. Reconstruct bank barn, Farm #2

A fire in 1993 destroyed the upper level of the bank barn,
but spared the foundation. After the fire a temporary
roof was constructed over the structure to protect the
ground floor.

Recommendation

Reconstruction of the bank barn at Farm #2 is currently
in the NPS Project Management Information System
(PMIS) database. The structure will be rebuilt using
Historic American Buildings Survey drawings. The
exterior of the barn will be returned to its historic
appearance as a typical Pennsylvania bank barn while
the interior will be used for museum storage and
interpretation.

ER-1. Boundary stone wall, Clement Redding
Farm

The boundary stone wall is along the west side of Red
Rock Road and dates from the eighteenth century. It
is constructed with random sized loose-laid stacked
stone and is mostly covered by unmanaged vegetation.
It originally ran the length of the property boundary
between the Redding farm and Farm #1, but only a small
portion has survived. The wall is in poor condition.”

Recommendation

The entire boundary stone wall should be stabilized and
preserved not only because it is a historic feature but to
help prevent deterioration of the shoulder along Red
Rock Road.

F. SMALL-ScALE FEATURES
F-1. Fences and Gates

Fencing and gates helped mark boundaries, divide fields,
and contain livestock at Hisenhower Farms. Perhaps
more than any other element, the vast variety and number
of fences punctuated and characterized the agricultural
landscape. Types of fences were determined by the
requirements of use and on the aesthetic tastes of the
General and Mrs. Eisenhower.*!

There are approximately seven miles of historic fencing
within the Eisenhower property, and most contribute
to the significance of the park.®> There are four major

types — post and wire, four board, cross board, and picket
— within which are variations in wire types, footings,
board types, and treatment of posts including unpainted,
creosote-painted, and white-painted.

All fences were documented in 1970, and the 1967
historical base map in the Historic Resource Study shows
the different fence styles (see fig. 2.1). In addition, fence
details and specifications were prepared in 1983 by John
S. Heiser (see CLR Volume 1, Appendix I). A detailed
summary of fence types and locations is included in the
National Register documentation (July 2005) and the
linear distances of each fence type are specified in the
park’s FMSS maintenance management system. The
1992 SFM stated that most historic livestock fencing was
extant except for a few sections, which were removed or
relocated to facilitate the shuttle bus operation.®

Routine and ongoing maintenance of pasture fencing
is accomplished by the agricultural permittee with
fence materials provided by the park.¥ Fence and gate
sections that are not associated with livestock pastures
are maintained by the park.*® Most fencing from the
Eisenhower period has been replaced in-kind. Some
sections no longer retain their historic integrity: a run of
Australian wire fence at the edge of the property east of
the Eisenhower home and fences installed to support the
changed cattle guard location at the north end of Nevins
Lane. In the past, fences along Eisenhower Drive have
been damaged by mowing equipment that catches in the
fencing. (fig. 2.100)

Recommendations

Currently, fences are replaced on a cyclic basis every ten
to fifteen years, and fence types are replaced in kind with
similar materials using the documentation listed above.

Figure 2.100. Fence section along Eisenhower Drive damaged by a mower.
(Photo by OCLP, 2001)
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National Environmental Policy Act NEPA) compliance
for fence repairs and replacements is detailed in a blanket
Categorical Exclusion for fences contained in the park’s
compliance files. However, each contract for replacement
fencing still requires Section 106 assessment.

Whenever possible, historic materials should be used
and obtained from local sources. The park should also
consider replacing the Australian wire fence along the east
boundary with the War Department concrete and post
fence that was present from 1950 to 1967. To minimize
safety hazards for persons operating the mowers around
the fences as well as preventing damage to both the
mowing equipment and fence, options include hand
mowing the area proximate to the fence and posts, using
weed whackers in a manner that does not damage the
posts, or allowing grazing in these areas.

F1-1/F2-1. Benches and waysides, Farms #1 and
H2

There are two visitor facilities associated with the
Eisenhower NHS. The first is within the Gettysburg

NMP Visitor Center where the visitor can purchase
tickets for the three-mile, seven-minute shuttle bus ride
to the farm. The second is the Eisenhower Reception
Center, located in the Fisenhower’s storage building,
formerly used for several vehicles and personal items.
The reception center contains interpretive information,
exhibits, a bookstore, restrooms, a sitting area, and a
video on the Eisenhowers.

No food service or telephone service is provided at
the farm, but drinking water is available at the visitor
reception center year around and at the show barn
from April to October. Wrought iron seating benches
with wood slats are located in several areas: next to the
reception center for visitors waiting for the shuttle bus;
north of the helipad in the lawn on the west side of
Eisenhower Drive; southwest of the house at the head
of the path to Farm #2; and on the front porch of the
farmhouse at Farm #2. In the past, visitors, particulatly
older visitors, often requested the interpretive staff to
supply more benches. There are also six box frame
benches between posts one and seven associated with
the skeet range. Picnic tables are available for use at

Figure 2.101. Park benches at the Reception Center. (Photo by OCLP,
2005)

Figure 2.102. Park benches at the head of the path to Farm #2. (Photo by
OCLP, 2005)

Figure 2.103. Picnic tables and park bench at Farm #2. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

61



62

%5
*

{ CurTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT FOR EISENHOWER NATIONAL HistoRIC STTE, VOLUME 2

Figure 2.104. View looking south at the septic system structure on Farm
H#2 in clear view from the main path that leads to the farmhouse. (Photo by
OCLP, 2002)

Farm #2, south of the house, although the half-dozen
ot so of them are viewed by some park staff as visually
intrusive in this location.®® (figs. 2.101-2.103) Waysides
are located at the skeet range, the trailhead to Farm#2,
and in several areas throughout Farm #2. Additional
waysides for Farm #1 are in development.

Recommendations

The current Victorian-style bench used at the site is
out of place and should be replaced with a style that
is compatible with the 1960s domestic setting and
distinguishable as a non-historic feature. As discussed in
the CLR Volume 1, Chapter 2, the landscape around the
Eisenhower home contained elements more commonly
used in suburban neighborhoods and new home
construction than in a rural setting.* Like many suburban
backyards at the time, the back of the Eisenhower home
featured “outdoor rooms” that were an extension of the
home’s living space and provided areas for entertaining
and relaxation. Versatile and durable outdoor furniture
such as redwood picnic tables, wood Adirondack chairs,
and Art deco metal chairs became commonplace.” In
this spirit, simple redwood benches with seat backs
would be an appropriate replacement for the wrought
iron benches and likely could be locally obtained. Trash
receptacles with a redwood covering could also be used
but should only be placed in unobtrusive locations. See
Appendix C at the end of this report for examples.

In addition to the existing waysides, several additional
waysides could be added at the entry drive and orchard
area, the helipad, and the former pond. A second self-
guiding brochure could be offered to visitors interested
in a longer, more in-depth tour of the landscapes. The
picnic tables could be relocated to the west side of the
house, but only if there is adequate shade.

F1-2. Tree plaques, laundry pole, and rocking
chairs, Farm #1

Brass plaques with state names historically marked the
spruce trees along Hisenhower Drive. By 1969, after
some had been stolen, the remaining plaques were
inventoried and then removed, although no record was
kept of which plaque went with which tree.¥ Thirty-five
of the forty-eight original tree plaques are in the museum
collection. The original laundry pole from the drying yard
and original maple rocking chairs from the guesthouse
porch are also in the museum collection.*

Recommendations

As the original set of tree plaques is not complete and
some of the existing plaques are in poor condition, all
forty-eight plaques should be reproduced and installed
along the drive. Several other plant plaques from Farm
#1 are in the museum collection and could be reinstalled
if their historical locations can be determined.”® The
laundry pole and the rocking chairs should also be
reproduced and installed. In the winter months, however,
the chairs should be stored indoors.

Figure 2.105. View looking west at the toppled Ritchie fountain in the south
paddock on Farm #2. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)
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Figure 2.106. View looking north at a missing Nelson water bowl in the
southwest paddock on Farm #2. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

F2-2. Septic system caps, Farm #2

In 1999, a new septic system was installed to accommodate
the needs of both Farm #1 and Farm #2. The concrete
tanks for this system were placed on Farm #2, just east
of the employee parking lot, directly across from the
stream crossing between the farms.”’ The tanks are
below ground with three concrete pads exposed above
grade. Ventilation pipes and mechanical access panels
are located on these pads. The pads, panel doors, and
pipes are very visible and unattractive, especially when
seen from the culvert bridge looking south up to the
farmhouse at Farm #2. (fig. 2.104)

Recommendations

The tops and sides of the concrete pads, panel doors,
and pipes should be painted a flat dark brown color so
that they are less noticeable from the culvert bridge,
which is where visitors catch their first glimpse of
the farmhouse on Farm #2. To further obscure the
structures, approximately ten yards of loam should
be added around the concrete pads and seeded with
grass. The new fill should be feathered into the existing
grade. However, the park should consult experts on the
septic system first so that the fill does not block some
of the small vents on the sides of the tanks and inhibit

Figure 2.107. View looking east at the well and pump on Farm #2, in the
pasture east of the show barn. (Photo by OCLP, 2005)

its operation. No shrubs or other vegetation should
be planted in this area as that will tend to draw more
attention to the structures.

F2-3. Ritchie fountains, Nelson water bowls, well
and pump, and concrete trough, Farm #2

Wiater dispensers located in the pastures and paddocks
were an important feature in the agricultural landscape
at Farm #2 during the Eisenhower period. Four of the
original dispensers, Nelson water bowls, remained at the
end of the historic period. Many of these were eventually
replaced by Ritchie water fountains, of which seven were
extant in the late 1960s. Most of the fountains are in
good condition but a few are in poor condition or are
missing. (figs. 2.105, 2.106) The well and pump dates
from the late 1950s and provided water to the Ritchie
and Nelson fountains, the farmhouse, the show barn, and
the semen shed. The structure was originally identified
by a four-board post fence and covered by a galvanized
metal roof. The NPS replaced the original pump with a
submersible pump as well as the roof. The structure is
currently in poor condition. (fig. 2.107) The concrete
trough dates to ¢.1959 and was used to water cattle when
they were not in the paddocks at the show barn. This
feature is located in the “alley” fencing west of the show
barn but is obscured by vegetation.”
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Recommendations

The fountain in the south paddock is tipped over and
should be stabilized. Two of the Nelson water bowls
are missing and should be replaced: one in the southwest
paddock and the west fountain in the corral north of
the nurse barn wing of the show barn. The fencing
around the well and pump is missing and the roof has
collapsed. This feature should be stabilized and restored.
Tall grasses should be removed from around the concrete
trough feature so that it is visible.

F2-4. Utility poles, Farm #2

A extant utility polle south of the house at Farm #2 is
missing a its "arms" and insulators, while a rotting utility
pole in the paddock east of the house fell within the
past two years.”

Recommendations

The arms and insulators on the pole south of the house
and the missing pole in the paddock should be replaced
in kind.

FR-1. Gas pump, Clement Redding Farm
A gas pump was historically located next to the garage

at the Clement Redding Farm and is currently stored in
the barn

Recommendation
The gas pump should be reinstalled at the garage.

G. ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
G-1. Archeological monitoring

To date, six archaeological component sites have been
identified at Eisenhower NHS; all of which contribute
to the park’s significance under Criteria A and B. These
identified component sites are: Eisenhower Farm (Farm
#1), Farm #2, Farm #3, Flaharty Farm (Pitzer Tenant
Farm), Pitzer Schoolhouse Site, and James Ewing Farm
Site.”” Specific features are listed in the National Register
of Historic Places Nomination Form.

The Fisenhower property reflects several periods of
historic significance, most notably the Eisenhower period
and the Civil War period. Farms #1, #2, and #3 were
behind the Confederate lines during the July 1863 Battle
of Gettysburg, The properties were subject to trampling

of field crops, killing of livestock, removal or burning
of fencing, loss of household articles, and damages
sustained due to artillery fire from the Union lines. The
buildings were probably used as aid stations and to care
for casualties. The closest engagement likely occurred
on the third day of the battle in the fields adjoining
the southern border of Farm #2, with Confederate
Blakely guns fired from the knoll of the present Smith
Farm adjoining the nurse cow pasture, and breastworks
from Emmitsburg Road to Willoughby Run across
much of Farm #2.° During the Eisenhower period of
ownership, the area around the base of the Eisenhower
home and roads leading to it were extensively disturbed
by construction.”

As discussed in Chapter 1, the Farm #1 was designated
a National Historic Landmark in 1966 for its association
with General Eisenhower. Eisenhower NHS was
established in 1967 primarily for its association with
Eisenhower and secondarily for its relationship to the
Battle of Gettysburg. Farms #2 and #3 were originally
part of Gettysburg NMP but were transferred into
Eisenhower NHS in 1969. Later, the Clement Redding
farm was acquired to preserve the historic setting of the
Eisenhower properties.

Recommendations

While the Civil War period is significant, field patterns,
fencerows, structures, and other characteristics from later
periods until the end of the Eisenhower period should
be preserved. There is a high probability of significant
archeological resources through the site.

No overview or assessment within the Service wide
Archeological Inventory Program has been initiated
under Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation
Act for any of the six identified or potential archeological
sites that are associated with the Eisenhower NHS.%®
Therefore, archeological monitoring during any site
disturbance is very important. Any regrading needed to
improve accessibility on Farms #1 or #2 should include
archeological monitoring,

H. SumMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

The mission of the NPS has been to ensure that historic,
scenic, rural, and agricultural characteristics of Farms #1,
#2,#3,and the Clement Redding Farm ate retained, while
allowing for visitor access and educational opportunities.
Recommended treatment guidelines and actions seek
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to preserve the integrity — that is the location, setting,
association, design, materials, workmanship, and feeling
—during the period of the Eisenhowers’ occupancy, 1951
to 1969 (the park visually interprets the year 1967, when
Eisenhower gave the property to the NPS).

The preferred treatment at Eisenhower NHS,
rehabilitation, focuses on the continued maintenance
and repair of landscape features remaining from the
period of significance, which ends in 1969. Wherever
feasible, vegetation, fences, circulation surfaces, and
small-scale features are replaced in kind. Much of this
work has already been completed by the park. The
rehabilitation treatment approach also acknowledges
the need to meet continuing or changing uses through
alterations or new additions while retaining the historic
character of the property. Specifically, this refers to
ensuring visitor safety and comfort through features such
as accessible circulation routes and walkways; allowing for
sustainable maintenance practices, like replacement of
certain historic plant material with more disease-resistant
varieties; and managing natural features such as stream
corridors in concert with the goals of the Chesapeake
Bay Program.

A. Spatial Organization, Topography, and Response
to Natural Systems and Features

The organization of fields, farm building clusters, road
alignments, property boundaries, and fence lines should
be preserved and maintained, as they are essential to the
design and feeling of the Eisenhower NHS. The diversity
of features in the park is great, and the contrast between
the more developed and ornamental landscape at Farm
#1 versus the utilitarian setting of the other three farms
should also be preserved.

B. Land Use and Cultural Traditions: Crops,
Grazing, Former Pond, and Wildlife Management

Some of the park’s land uses have necessarily changed
to accommodate the transformation of the site from
a private farm to a public park, from the addition of
accessible paths and benches, to the rehabilitation of
the storage building into a visitor reception center, to the
prohibition of hunting. However, the site’s primary land
use type —agricultural fields of contoured croplands and
grazing pastures — continues to illustrate the legacy of the
Eisenhower’s stewardship of this land. Although there
have been changes in how some of the individual fields
are farmed, and in what types of crops are planted, the

basic use of the land has endured. Local farmers with
Special Use Permits work with the park to maintain this
setting, and like Eisenhower and his staff, continue to
rely on recommendations from county extension and
state conservation services. They must also adhere to a
variety of other directives such as the Chesapeake Bay
Program that regulates the health of stream corridors in
the park, and the Endangered Species Act that influences
management of wetland areas on the Clement Redding
Farm. While such policies prevent the restoration of
the old pond between Farms #1 and #2, they encourage
the park to manage increasingly overgrown and invasive
vegetation along the stream corridors.

C. Vegetation and Views: Stream Corridors,
Vegetated Screens, and Ornamental Plantings

Vegetation is the most changeable landscape characteristic
and one the most challenging to manage. The openness
of the site and its exposure to sustained winds has
stressed many of the plants since the end of the historic
period. To further complicate matters, many of the
plants were donations and were not particularly suited
to the site conditions. Despite these constraints, the
park’ vegetation has faired reasonably well. Future
challenges include maintaining the historic conditions of
hedgerows, fencerows, and vegetated stream corridors,
which serve to both frame desirable views and screen
unwanted views, planning for the replacement of entire
features that have become overgrown or are in decline,
and caring for replacement plantings in sustainable and
cost-cffective ways.

As was typical for rural farmsteads of the period,
landscaping around farmhouses consisted of shade
trees, shrubs, and gardens. However, the complexity
and design of the ornamental landscape at Farm #1
set it apart from the other farms and clearly illustrated
its role as the Eisenhower’s primary place of residence.
The landscape was typical of many suburban landscapes
of the 1950s, with terraces, gardens, patios, and the
like designed for entertaining and relaxation. The
Eisenhowers did just that, hosting countless foreign
dignitaries, Republican Party events, and White House
staff picnics, as well as family gatherings. These spaces
were defined and adorned with a large variety of trees,
shrubs, and flowers, many of which were donated by
admirers. Many of these plants are extant today, although
a fair number have died due to age, disease, or storm
damage. Fortunately, the park has replaced-in-kind many
of these plants. The treatment recommendations offer
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detailed assessments and recommendations for all of the
ornamental plantings at Farm #1.

The more challenging vegetation issues concern some
of the more prominent planting areas: the evergreen and
flowering trees along Eisenhower Drive; the vegetated
screens between the house and barn and southwest
of the house; the plantings around the teahouse and
barbecue; and the orchard trees. In each of these areas,
the existing trees have become either quite large and are
crowding out other plants, or are beginning to decline
because of age or poor soil conditions. In most cases,
the best course of action will be to remove the existing
vegetation and plant replacements in the sequence they
were originally planted.

Many of the treatment actions focus on historic character.
At Farm #1, for example, the Hopa crabapples along the
entry drive are in decline because of disease and age, so
a substitute variety that has the same form, habit, and
most importantly, same pink flower as the original trees,
is recommended. At the other farms, because there is
less historic documentation, recommendations aim to
preserve or reestablish the presence of shade trees and
shrubs around the houses, as was the case historically.

D. Circulation: Accessibility, Paved and Gravel
Surfaces

The circulation system at Eisenhower NHS historically
consisted of a vehicular network of driveways and farm
lanes associated with the farm complex and a pedestrian
system of paths and walks associated with each
farmhouse. These systems also included such features
as cattleguards, culverts, and drainage swales. As with
vegetation features, the circulation features at Farm #1
are more complex than the other farms and feature paved
driveways, brick walkways, and flagstone terraces.

The historic circulation system is essentially intact. In
the 1970s, to achieve universal accessibility for visitors,
the NPS modified some areas by constructing new
walkways and ramps, hardening previously unpaved
features, and altering pavement widths. However,
accessibility rules have changed since that time and some
additional modifications or new construction will be
needed, especially between the Eisenhower home and
the teahouse/barbecue area. The route between Farms
#1 and #2 also needs to be upgraded, as does the culvert
at the stream crossing;

The changes and additions, and potential new projects,
described above make the distinctions between historic
and non-historic features even more important to
convey. The treatment recommendations aim to clarify
this distinction so that the historic character of the site’s
circulation features can be preserved and interpreted
— especially those of Farm #1.

E. Buildings and Structures

Buildings and structures at Eisenhower NHS, including
those dating from the eighteenth century to those
introduced during the Eisenhower period, make up the
clusters that are typical of Pennsylvania farmsteads. They
also illustrate how such farmsteads evolved over time in
response to new farm technologies, economic realities,
and the preferences and needs of the landowners.

The Eisenhower influence is most evident on Farm #1,
where a new house was constructed and other existing
buildings were modified to meet contemporary needs,
and at Farm #2 where the farm cluster was completely
modified to accommodate the cattle operation. Other
features reflect Eisenhower’s presidential status and
personal interests and needs, including a helicopter
landing area, several guardhouses, a barbecue and
teahouse, and a skeet and trap range.

Overall, buildings and structures from Farms #1, #2,
#3, and the Clement Redding Farm still represent the
Eisenhower period, the only major exception being the
loss of the nineteenth-century bank barn on Farm #2.
The park hopes to reconstruct this structure in the near
future. Another important feature, recommended for
preservation and stabilization, is the eighteenth-century
stone boundary wall along Red Rock Road at the Clement
Redding Farm.

F. Small-Scale Features

Small-scale features at Eisenhower NHS illustrate the
operations at Eisenhower Farms and the public and
private faces of the Eisenhower family. Most of those
features associated with the business side of the farms
are still present such as water faucets, troughs, utility lines,
poles, and windmills, or have been replaced in kind such
as fences and gates. However, some features are missing
or are in poor condition - such as several water fountains,
the well and pump, and utility poles on Farm #2, or need
to be replaced with historic materials - such as a section
of non-historic Australian wire fence on Farm #1.
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Features associated with the domestic aspects of the
farm are also mostly intact and are primarily situated in
the lawns and gardens around the Eisenhower home.
Other historic features such as electric eye sensors and
security lights were also present and most are still extant.
Some historic features are in the musuem collection and
should be reproduced and reintroduced in the landscape:
tree plaques along Eisenhower Drive, rocking chairs at
the guesthouse, and the laundry pole.

Visitor-related small-scale features like benches, picnic
tables, trash receptacles, and waysides dot the site. The
Victorian-style park benches should be replaced with
redwood benches that were commonly used in the
1950s and 1960s, and trash receptacles should match the
benches. Additional waysides are being developed to help
visitors interpret the landscape. Contemporary features
required to operate the site are mostly unobtrusive save
for the septic system structures on Farm #2, which
should be concealed.

G. Archeology

There is a high probability of significant archeological
resources through Eisenhower NHS, especially from the
Civil War period. The Battle of Gettysburg is identified
in the park’s enabling legislation; however, the park was
designated primarily for its association with General
Eisenhower. Therefore, characteristics and features
from the Eisenhower period of significance should be
preserved. Some of the recommendations discussed
in this report — mainly those associated with accessible
paths — will require site disturbances and will require
archeological monitoring, especially in known sensitive
areas.
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