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“SantaQRosa Island has a rich h1stor1cal legacy,ione wh1ch has not been

adequately chron1cled by any one author. Several books 1nclud1ng Adelaide

2

Doran s P1eces of c\oht Channel Islands¢(1980) and Charles F. Holder s The

¥

LN s u_,,,,

Channel Islands o.» Cal1.orn1a (1910), conta1n chapters on Santa Rosa.',t

However ~the most complete overview of the islan "hxstory is Franc1s R**

Holland s art1cle "Santa Rosa lsland An Archeoloolcal and Hmstor1cal Study

I3

publlshed in the Journal of the West in. 1952. Gregg K1ngs “The Potent1al for

Hlstoric Archeolog1cal S1tes“ in M1chael A Glassow s The Status of

Archeologwcal Research on Santa Rosa Island (1983) is espec1ally useful 1n

-

1dent1fy1ng the var1ous build1ngs and’structures noted 1n the h1scor1cal o

" record i

v Rosa in December 1982°and: March 1983 *nhaeeef compl1ments K1ng s work,lh

the f\ndlngs of f1eld observations made during two f1eld survey tr1ps to Santa

—‘C—J

;/, add-ng to our knowledge of- the island's h1stor1cal structureS/t;Fhms-nepo¢t

v

also seeks to place the s1on1f1cance of the lsland S h1stor1c resources 1n

their broader historical .context.

This report haes its l1mitations.heufnﬂu;¢ It cannotrpossibly discuss the rich'

history of the Sante Rosa‘Island in any great deteil. It is not a H\Stortc

'

iructures Report, tnough some information may prove useful to archltechural

historians who hopefully will study the island’s bulldlngs infgreater depth in.

the not ‘too distant future. Neither is this study a Historic Furnishlng'

Peport, though I. have ettempted to document the condition of the furnishings

of historic significance associated with the More ranch house complex. This

report is merely en overview, a survey of the island's entire historical

legacy. A much more thorouch and systemetic approach to the primary 2nd

secondery resources including a thorough review of manuscripts and papers:
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contained 1n the co lections of several research lnStltutlonS"ﬁ e., the

) R
. Huntington L\brary (San Marino, California) and the Smithsonian Institution

~t

( ashing.on:vDC )), will someday need to be made.,‘ g e "w

Sources of: lnformation ;, ‘t 3,‘ - S e S

T o : ) L oe 9 aor T

The historical literature pertaining to Santa Rosa ]sland was surveyedn

Robert Garber librarian at Channel lslands National Park was of great

" aSSistance in locating some of: the more - obscure periodicals. The Bibliography

atﬁthelend of this report lists'the sources consulted .as well as the research

'institutions Visited . Mosc of ‘the publications rev1ewed contained only

fragments of useful 1nformation some were of dubious aCCUracy Seldom were

Santa Rose s buildings or., structures discussed in any great detail The one

notable excepcion was Greg King s report. ,His'“Inventory of Structures was~4

[N

W

c‘co Santa Posa.v On 51te f eld v1swts enabled ne to document‘the pre

W - .

condition of all .he structures identified by King and in addition document“f

.

’end assess other sites and structures prev10usly recorded Severall
archeological sites of historic signi.icance as well es-a few more recent
structures aSSOcieted with the military's-oresencefon the island were nbted;
photographed and mepped; "Though- King alludes to these structuressasJ .

v essentially modern and are of lictle or ho histor\cal value" in-hws-deoﬁbw S ;
- negeet, at least SOme of chese structures indeed appear to be of historicalh .

significance ~-- particularly 2s. to how they relate to the important role the:; -

offshore islands’ played in cozstal defense in the World War II and 'cold war'.

eras. Some of these structures mey also be significant in the nistory of

mititery techology.2

0f the research institutions visited, the Channel Islands Archives at the

Senta Barbare Museum of Natural History proved to contain the most useful




Ce \/ ranch house complex at Beg'chers Bay, enabledwme to document, mth relatwe

— BF . , o e . L
/h1stor1ca1);¢ notewor.t.hy o e : o ,'

4

I also vis’ited the Santa‘ Barbarahist’\orical Society, This mstitution has 3

swngle slim fﬂe entitled "Santa™ Rosa Island" and a coup]e of . scrapbooks mth

Aan erticle or two relatmg to the island. The books and perlod’acals in this

[ .
o 7

-u ure researcher. . Because ng v1s1ted the County Recorders o..1ce. County

< wty

'r_!Assessor s orfxce and .he Clerk of the County 80ard of Supervisors‘

" brothers Santa Rosa Island ranch most 11ke1y cou1d produce lnterestmg and
relevant data relatlne to the dechne of More s sheep operat1on in the late

.~ 19th century, (s

The U.C.S. B Map and Imaoery laboratory is known to have aerial photographs of
the island taken in 1929 but due to time constraints, th1s coHection was not

consul ted e1ther.

\

Ristorians recognize the value of oral testimony to sharpen one's know]edg‘e‘of

for over 20 years, he was familiar with 211 the structures still standing,
and was able te describe some of those which are no longer intact. 1 owe him

my sincere appreciation,

V‘Moroan s photos ofusland structures and the furnlshmgs contained in the -

ease, the present cond1t1on of these structures and the furmshings which are

e P

"re1at1ng to the assessed va‘lue of real and personal property of the. More

én area's nistory. Santa Rosa's ranch foreman, Bill Wallace, our host on -

Santa Rosa, was a valuable-source of information. Having Yived on the is‘l\a'ndif

3
L

>

71nst1tut1on s Hbrary probab]y cou]d be more exhaustlvely perused by some St
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cultures However the historic record of the island begins with Juan
o
,Rodriquez &nown'as "Cabrillo“, 2 brilliant navigator believed to:be of

Pontuguese birth” Sent out from New Spain (Mexico) by Viceroy Mendoza.“'

Cabrillo was’ to search for the long rumored, though mythical Strait of Anian
‘or "Northwest Passage as it was called by English explorers. Cabrillo set
sailbfrom the _port of. Navidad June 27, 1542 ~with two, (possibly three) tiny
- caravels---"La Victoria" and "El San Salvador .‘ On September 28 he sailed
; into the fine harbor of San Diego which he called “San- Miguel“ He then
"voyaged northward on an#bdyssey of . discovery but was unable to make any
mainland landings north of Point Conception because o- powerful northwest

Y

;ﬁ winds Lo \f ff< ‘ .

. N

'~,Cabrillo wintered on.an island he ca

{fthe month of January 1543 Juan Rodriquez Cabillo departed from this lifee

a result of having suffered a seriOus .all a few months earlier ;on the island
iCabrillo 3 chief pilot Captain Bartolome Ferrelo continued the northbound
expedition. On March l 1543 Ferrelo reached a point . of f the coast of

southern Oregon, and then turned back and returned to Mexico

L\\,WJ -

Historians have generally agreed that Cabrillo spent the winter of 1543 at San
Miguel's Cuyler Harbor 5 Kroeber: in 1925 through an- analy515 of ‘the few

\‘identifiable Chumash Indian names Oiven in Cabrilloe's- "loo",,sugoests that

was inhabited by the Chumash indians, if not by one or more earlierf

Cabrillo may have actuelly wintered and died on Santa Rosa lsland 6 Since :

chen other historians have joined in this assessment including Robert Heizer

In California's Oldest Hisforical Relic? Heizer writes "Krober may - have been

right, ia my opinion, when he concluded that the Isle de Posesion may have
been Santa Rosa rather than San Miguel“.7 Heizer's contention is based in

pert on the findings of his-study of the so-czlled “Cabrilio gravestone" ‘ound

on Santa Rosa by archeologist Phillip Mills Jones in 1901. To some historians

IR




: 'the existence of this stone lends some credence to the View that the great

: explorer was buried on Santa Rosa lsland rather than on San Miguel 8 s

The Cabrillo grave stone" which was found "on the surface of an. eroded
campsite near Rancho Viego“,‘may haveiheen a grave marker for ; mission indian
7buried on the island during the historic era.gc Analysis of the artifact
'7itself will probably not reveal additional information which would help
clarify the Cabrillo controversy, however research by Nationai Park Service

historians in the Spanish Archives may help determine where Cabrillo was

e U

actyally: buried. ,“ L,
’After the Cabrillo expedition more ‘than g generation elapsed before the next,

European, Sir Francis Drake, landed on California s shore, but it is doubtfulv

that he ViSited the Channel Islands;

vl

southern California islands 10 Viscaino,‘christened the “Santa Barbara"

:channel and perhaps landed on Santa Rosa.ll\ Another 167 =years elapsed
between Viscaino 3 voyaoe and Portola, which illustrates the lack -of interest
Spein had for her remote northern frontier12 :

By the end of the 18th century,vthe‘Spanish 50ught to colonize'upper
California and consolidate and develop Spanish territory in the northwest.
Though the Spanish were suspicious of: the RUSSian and British expeditionsllt
into Yower California the Spanish established several fortified preSidios \
An equally important element in the Spanish colonial pien was to see that “the
indian was made Spanish"; establishment of California 3 chain of . mi55ions soon
followed. 13

In 1805. 3anta Rosa Island had perhaps as many as seven Indian villages or

rancherias"ld Due to a nigh mortality rate brought on by introduced

European disezses {pneumoniz and/or diptheria in 180: and a mezsles epidemic
. 0




era villages were 'hichimin Y located at the mouth of Ranch House Canyon at

. gy
\/ Bé:hers Bay, and qshiquhiw the largest and most important Santa Rosa lsland

»

”‘missions. Mission Santa Ines received the indians from the east shore:y
Villages and the rest were - brought ‘to La Purisima Although some authorities
:suggest that the indians left the ‘island. shortly after the earthquake of 1812
- ¥n \nhlch a large crack, 1000 yards long, more -than-100" feet wide and 50 60
’ feet deep" was opened in Canada Lobo recent studies i}ndicate that the mass
‘exodus occurred two years later in 1814 1813 By 1835 all the Chumash from
;‘Santa Rosa’ Island were gone.16 /J o E
'\Even before the indians had ‘be removed from Santa Rosa~ Russian, British

’f*'American ships ;ere plyinuglfthe’waters of the Santa Barbara Channel competing 3
for the profitable fur trade and ignoring Spain s traoitional right to the

".PaCific Ocean 17 R T AR . .

It was the publication of ‘Capt. tJames Cook's “Voyage in 1784 that. first
touched off an international race to exploit the vest fur wealth in the
northwest. The Russmns began their quest in 1806 when Count Nikolai

- Petrovich Rezanov an offiCial of the RuSSian American Fur Company, assessed
the posswilities of” extending the Russian fur trade In 1812 che PuSSlan
American Fur Co. built a fortified Village called Poss, Just 18. miles north of
Bodega Bay. This settlement seryed as that company s headquarters for'sea
“otter 'n_unti"ng in nort‘nern California‘wa'ters In addition, two British firms,
thé Northwest and llud,s,on}’gay Companés 2lso sent 'trapping brigades' into
the S'panish' territory; one went as far south as the Gulf of California.l8

Americens also took great interest in the fur trade. Beginning on October 29,

1796, when the \"Otter‘" out of Boston first dropped anchor in northern.




Ca1ifornia waters and continuing through 1812 American fur-trading vessels

[

f]ocked to the Pacif!c northwest. Eventual]y the American company s- gained

the gré%test share of. the otter trade
From 1801 1810 111egal trade boats. such as the Lelia Byrd Alexander the
Hazard _nterpruze. OCain combed the waters of Spanlsh Ca11fornia and
searched for otter even though such hunting activity was forb1dden by the
Spanish .government, Because the Spanish had no force strong enough to drive
out the British, Russian and Amermcan traders. the i11ega1 fur trade continued

throughout the Spanish/colonIal ‘period.. 19

Santa Rosa lsland served as a. base of operatton for some sea. otter hunters.

Thougn no h1stor1cal accounts establish that the 1sland was ‘a base of
operat1on 1n the 1784 1812 time period the 1sland in the 1830 s d1d serve

‘ - 5 SRR PR
B as the headquarters camp for otter hunter George Nvdever 20

S

U51no Santa Rosa as h)s base of operation Nldever, beg1nning in 1835 hunted

% BN

otter for two years under the license of Captain N1lliam Dana 21’ Sea otter in
1834 were va1uable, worth $30 each as compared to land otter (worth SZ) and
beaver (worth-$4) and’ Nidever continued to hunt the valued otter period\cally
untiy the mid 1800's.22 . ' B ' ' - o
Typically, Nidever remaxned "all wxnter“ on Santa Rosa, even though he did’
L,{" most of h1s hunting ea-hun&aag on. San M1guel and Santa Cruz, "as there were
very few otters on Santa, Rosa"23 In his autobwography The L1fe and .

Adventures of Georae h1dever Ridever relates how in January 1836, he and hts

men were zttacked by Northwest Indians, poss1bly from the "Llama“éﬂa sh1p
taking otter in violation of Mexican law. Nidever ment10ns a "large cave" on
‘the northeast side of the island “close to the present wharf," wh1ch
apparently served as his camp and in this cese his refuge 21s0.2%

In 1841, zbout the time Nidever made Santa Rosa Island his hunting base'of




’ operationl Santa Rosa Island was granted to Jose Castro the Governor of : Alta-
California, Juan Alvarado On October 4 184 Governor Manuel Micheltorena
fe= granted the island cf Santa Rosa to Carlos and Jose Antonio Carrillo.?s

Vo

r»'Hhen Mexico gained political independence from Spain the 'h&uzﬂ Mexicani

;constitution makers developed new: policies which included increasing the"

‘number .of ‘rancho Yand grants Grants could be made’ to foreigners willing to
- be naturalized and acceot ‘the Roman Catholic- religion 26 On ‘November 2, 1843 )
Santa Rosa Island- passed into the hands ‘of Carlos Carillos daughters, each Of'

" whom had married an American 27 Each daughter held an."undivided halff'

/ interest" in the island 8. g 1843 the two Americans, John -Coffin Jones and,‘,},’ .

‘Alpheus B. Thompson,‘ who married into the Carillo family. quickly formed '

busmess partnership and’ began stocking the island 28 Accordingg;to Ross Gast 5

[

- i»“:in Contentious Consul Biography of John Coffin Jones. "Jones purchased the

Tl

:"'livestocx with his own funds and Thompson assumed control of the operations
""The proceeds were to be. shared equally by the partners" 30 - The two brothers-_
- in-law eventually became enbrmled in a bitter legal dispute ‘when Thompson

tried to sell some cattle and disavowed that Jones had any: financial stake in

ownership of the island. Jones received an injunction from the 2nd District

Court in Santa Barbara to stop the'sale of cattle and also a change in venue
to the 3rd District Court in“Monterey because. Thompson.wes "entrenched in
political fabric of Santa Barbara" and Jones c0uld not aet E] fair hearing
Eventuzlly in 1857, after years of litigation, the suit was resolved in Jones'
favor.3!

Wnen the Case was Tinelly settled, Jones was in i1} health. He instructed
hi's‘lawyers to open negotiations with T. Wallace More, a Santa Barbara
cattleman, who had expressed an interest in purchasing the island. More
offered to buy Santa Rosa for $35,000,---512,000 in cesh, the balence due in

two years. Eventually, the More brothers-acquired the entire island.32




A]pheus Thompson bu\lt the f\rst structure on the 1sland 33, The cond1t1ons of

'.fthe Mex1can lend grant st1pu1ated that a, house mus; be built :and ca;tle be mj

| raised. Hhen ‘he first came to. the 1sland in 1844 Thompson brought with him o
1270 head of cattle andrlate. that same’year 51 ewes, 2 rams and 9 horses. ‘Af?’l“z
.carpenter was also brought to bude the first house as wel] as. two corraTs.
fAccord\ng ‘to Holland, “The’ flrst house was small ‘24 feet 10ng, 15 feet wide
and 9 feet high. It was a ‘good plank house' with one door, one g]ass w1ndow,‘
oéé corridor ‘&nd..a sh1ngle roof " ln 1855 it was st111 standing but by then.
Thompson had built a "large ranch house in .a cypress grove" which reported]y
‘Was still stand1ng in 1939.34 )

‘ {gUnder |hompson S managemen; the 1sland ranoh apparently prospered ;achyéaé”’

vaqueros were br0ught to the isTand to brand catt]e By 1852 the rancho - “ %
reportedly had an 1ncome of’S38 000. 1t was a1$o in 1852 that D\xie Thompson, P f

.

Alpheus nephew brouoht 3, 000 more sheep to the 1sTand By 1857 the ranch

consisted of 8,000 head ‘of cattle, 2 300 sheep and 235 horses. Reportedly

Thompson also brought "a lot of hogs, rabbits (s1c) etq33°i

The years- Thompson mznaged the island. ranch were also years of great pblitfca],

turmoil in Californja history. Ffrom 1822 to 1848 the number of American

residen;s*in Ktz California had been increasing. The expansionist mood in

‘the United;Statesrfired by‘the‘Texas revolt in 1836, helped step up America's

push to the’Pa;ifio,

"8y the 1840's Americe's “manifest destiny” was to

extend its borders across the continent. In 1846 the U.S. and Greathriiain'

signed e treaty esteblishing the 49th parzllel as the boundary bé;ween British-

and American North America. In 1842 war broke out between the United:States

and Mexico. “Californios" had a féw victories such as the “"Battle of the 0ld

Womens Gun"

where Sante Rose's former owner, Jose Antonio Carrillo, .enabled

the Californios to acquit themselves with honor. However, the surrender at\o‘;




. Cahuenga began 2, new era in Cahfornia as organized resistance to Amer1can’~

' occupactlon ceased: 35 i 7
J;'Because catt1e raising Was the mainstay of ‘economi¢ act1v1ty during most of
the MexIcan per1od and.. since the cattleoranch on Santa Rosa ‘was prospering.?:
the future . 1ooked promising for the owners ‘of .the is]and. The remoteness of
'therisland v1rtua11y eHm\nated cattle rustling wh1ch p1agued many ranchers 1,,,,;,
the Santa Barbarua aree, Santa Rosa was also an open range which ehm\nated
the need to construct a costly fence: 3 S

A spectacular cattle boom in 1849 was the ‘natural outgrowth of the Cal‘ifornia

gold rush Prior to 1848 E typica] steer was worth about’$4 a head and was

_va\ued for 1ts h‘ide and tallow. But the Cahfornia go]d rush created an”, e

expandlng market. The rise in cattle pnces contmued for seven years. some\

ranchers receiv‘ing as much as $75 a head. \ Beginmng in 1855 though demand".‘i

for Cahforma range stock dechned,‘owino partly to the 1ntroduct1on of )

.

cattle from ‘the Mississwppi ‘and Missourl valleys as weH as r1smg numbe'

imported sheep. In 1855 a severe drqught forced ranchers to sell stock at"
sacrifice prices. By 1860 the price per head fell to $10 and even at that
price there was little demand. Reportedly, 'there were over 3 milh‘on horned ’
cattle awaiting sale in Celifornia. Pedro Carﬂ\o wrote "Everyone in this
town (Santa Barbara) is broke.. .cattle can be bought at any price; real estate

is not worth a thing®.38

The Santa Rosa ranch 2lso suffered. In 1858, the steamer Goliah 'of'hﬂs‘an

Francisco transported 8,000 head of cattle 2nd 2,300 sheep to the mainland.
This was the last such shipment until at least 1860. ~8But in 1858, co1nc1d1ng

with Aipheus with Thompson's death, a new era in ranching began 2s the More

family acquired an interest in the 'nsla,nd.3g

in 1860 7. W. Mores one quarter 1nterest in Santa Rosa was valued at $3,125;

there were 1,000 head of cattle valued at $3,000 (a mere $3 a head!), 2,000 )



- sheep -were valued at Sl 500.. and 100 horses were assessed at.. SSOO 40

‘Falling cattle prices flood drought and “debt along with the fear on the part

,)'J?~itof southern rarchers that they would be taxed out.of existence by northern~

o ranchers, led to 2 separatist movement in February 1859 ‘San Luis Obispo.

'
v

jSanta Barbara Los Angeles San Bernardino. and San Diego counties moved to
";xf;rm a new political entity called the "Territory of Colorado"' The preamble

‘of the biNl introduced into the’ State legislature called for- the new territory
’Vto be composed of these counties, including all the. islands lying opposite to

itsr adjacent coast”. Thelbill was, ratified by popular vote but the onslaught
~of American C1Vil war caused the bill ‘to die in the Federal Congress41

'The ‘value of cattle continued to- plummet in the 1860 s . An unprecedented

..

L :

'rainstorm inlDecember 1862 in which 1t rained*for one month drowned

& =

BN

:thousands of cattle,idestroying possibly as much as one-quarter of the state s”“,7~

taxable wealth: The following year lushtg;

sses added to. the fatness of the

herds and once again the market could ‘not absorb the supply Santa Barbara
. County s ranchers were in debt and Santa Rosa S owners disposed of .2, 000 head
of cattle The price of - cattle was soon determined solely by the value of
their hide~--75 cents a head By 1864 the price of cattle had dropped to 37
cents, while there had been l ,234, 000 head of cattle in California in 1860
by 1870 there were only 670 000---a drop of 46 percent 42
The decline of the price of “cattlie was partly the result of thengrowthhof the
sheep 1ndustry In 1850. there was 18,000 sheep in California."By 1860 there
‘were over @ million of which 50 percent” were raised in southern California
‘65 000 .in Santz Barbara County alone. The More brothers generally prospered
because their investments were diversified into cattle, horses andksheep. ’As
time passed, the Santa Rosa Island stock of cattle was reduced and the isiand

became .principaily & sheep ranch.43




\’;and consequent1y sheep roamed unmolested

wrote “These 1slands are a near parad1se for sheepman.‘ w1th abundant and'i
;)"'""‘/ ;_4,"4

nourish1ng forage,raami1d cl\mate. 1solat1on from a\l possible infectﬁon fromt ‘”"

‘ mainland anima]s, no chance of straying -or belng ki]led by’predatory mammals,

‘the on]y rema1n1ng haza'd is drought, and even, th1s has a]ways been’ 1ess

x

, frequent and less severe than on the mainland"45 LT 1:7,; -
z - Lty s

The greatest prosper1ty for’ Santa Barbara county sheep -ranchers came during

ithe Amer1can Civil. war. Cotton_ was in short supply and wool for un1forms was -
“ . s ' »‘ . .
in: hxgh demand San Franc1sco became the chief woo] market Even’after the S |

-

.y

fC\vll War the sheep 1ndustry continued to prosper. The;drought ofw1811€72 e
) e S

,*/

',, caused some»concern on the part of ranchers‘but1

~ \,;At_

;confronted the catt]emen 1n the 1860'5.46 r,‘ 4< "“7 .

Dur1ng the 1870'5, Santa Rosa had approxxmately 60, 000 grazing sheep. ‘Greatt )
'.stor1ng barns, shearing rooms," stables,’ pens and sheds ‘were bu11t.by the More
brothers. But the 1876 drought. also was devastat1ng to the Santa Rosa: Is1and
: ) ranch. - A great "matanza was. held and many sheep were killed for merely the1rvui
tallow and wool About 1 206 sheep per day were slaughtered but the pr1ces S
- obt axned for . the tallow and skxns were high enough to make the matanza 7
prohtable.47 ‘ ; l, R h>:'
Even though the price of sheep declined after(1876, sheep ranchino remained
the central activity of the island as long as the Mores owned it. If~Thomas"
tork is correct, perhaps at one time there may have been 125,000 sheep.on the-
isl_and.48
Life on the Santa Rosa Island sheep ranch was unlike that of any other sheep

ranch. No herders were required as the island was divided into quarters by




populanon swe]led tmce 2 _year for 3: 6 7 week,perfod when the sheep were

¥, " A e R LG RS

sheared 49 RN e R ,\;? S

- - el te
N : b B

Accordung to wi‘IHam Thayer in Marve\s of the New West "ln June \887 More

’ffﬂled X, 014 sacks, averagmg 410 pounds a: sack mak1ng F tota] of 415 740
pounds. At twenth seven and one half cents a pound the woo] brought
$212, 349.80 netting h\m 2 profft of more than 580 000. Shearers were paid

five cents a fleece. ] At the mfmmum output 90 sheep a-. day, a- man could earn

N

S4 50 a day or $200 for the ent1re Job. " Many turned out 110 a day, and one

o

: _' < “sw1ft“ averaged 125. Twice a year;the Htt1e schooner ‘Santa Ros

“:[round trips /o‘San Francisco forxsupphes, dehvemng the woo1 clip o ) the “ f

I .
5 R B [
o8 - ; R . i . N

‘out bound voyage"50 T g “5 A S

"Much of the sheep shear'mg was performed by" Chmese and- Mex1can Iaborers -
recru1ted in Santa Barbara and brought to the lsland for the lmportant weeks

of shearmg “When the strenuous season was-over there was @ granda-flnal,e...a'
k\nd of -1esta, mostly dancxng in the shearmg barns". There also v)as a'
‘period for huntmg wﬂd boar . the "little gray foxes, -and tender httle deer \

pecuhar to the Channel ls’lands L5k L

B
@

h.Sport huntlng of Santa Rosa's u’n’]‘d boar as_well &s the other i_ntroduc"ed_"‘
species probably began in t'ne‘1850‘s. The* magi‘n ranch house was visited. by-
notables including the western oil painter Frederick Remington who in"l,é'gfg‘
spent several days on the island "horseback rfding‘and huntinp',wild bdar".‘sz

Some island visitors re.cognized Santa Rosa's recreational potential. In. .

1874, just two years after Yellowstone was established as this nation's first

national park, J. Ross Brown in the Overland Monthly first suggested the




B

ddea with A. P. More and pictured in his mind a magn1f1cent Lpark

,for the w1ld game of the continent“ Brown envlsioned dlviding the isla

. tourist attraction Brown discusse

bil1ty of~making Santa Rosag

o

=

-,portions of 10 000 or 15 000 acres and then stocking the subdivis1ons withﬁf

remote and thinly settled parts of our conttnent" 53

'*‘-buffalo, elk deer, antelope and other "gramnlvorous anlmals common to the; 2

e

Brown also recognlzed tha. the lsland also possessed great commercial
potential. He descrtbed the island as.an: area that could be relied upon for:'

heavy crops during the next twenty years®. He noted that “Barley had alreadyj‘

been successfully cultlvated w1th F y1eld of - 60 or 70 bushels to the acre and

speculated that “1n the sheltered valleys, most of the fruits known to

'temperate cllmes would flourish' He 1nv1sioned that theltsland could bel~,_.

t

‘;divided 1nto farms of 200 to 300 acres as fSanta Rosa would be an excellentgfq{7

’ fleld for 2 grand colonization enterprtze“ 54

B} ~ T

"Unl1ke ne\ghbor1ng Santa Cruz Islandr where a colony of. French and ltalian S

immigrants was establtshed Santa Rosa remalned a sheep ‘ranch throughout the -,

. acd ,
19th century. The haad -packed adobe s0i1 combined with the absence of timber

‘gave " 2 rather bleak appearance to the island"” which was perfect‘for Sheep

raising. Each valley was filled with an "1mpenetrable growth of alfileria,,.A

wild oets, bur clover, natlve grasses, weeds and various nutrltous herbs

‘sultable for pasturage“ Roads .or wagons and carr1ages had been constructed

by 1871 perm1t1ne travel to the most 1mportant d1v1510ns of the island, 55

Even in 1945, neariy 50 years after tne commerc1al sheep raising had ceased
Charles Town. in wrote of Senta Rosa Island "the .uture may see the rev1val of
] busuness which once constituted a most picturesque phase of California's
wool growing, as well as the chief mutton supply for the youthful settiements

of Los Angeles and San Frencisco. And passengers and crews of coastal craf‘

may aga\n be’ cheered by ‘the sight of green island uplands dot+ ed Wlth white
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In 1901 Santa Rosa changed hands once again Halter L Vail ‘Edward N Vai'l

Hah1on Vaﬂ N R Vai] A]exander Vai‘l and J. \' Vickers purchased the is'land o ;
A from the various heirs of A, P More. In 1904 the island was stocked with

cattle and from then -on. the island was devoted to the. raising and finishing of

hereford beef stock 57 The Vails 1ntroduce more Roosevelt Elk in 1914 and
o Canadian Elk in the 1930'5, mu]e deer from Kanob Utah was also introduced at
\/that time. :’6 - S . I

‘Although Santa Rosa s’ primary commerc1a1 activity continued to be- the raising

of cattle oi1 deve]opment and the impact of the mi‘litary s presence on the :

\/ isiand are important aspects of Santa Rosa s: history*ﬁ '.

. . (Oil is one of the primary natura] resources present 1n‘fthe Santa ,Barbara

1949 at 1east five such wel'ls had’ been dri‘lled but aH were eventual]y .

abandoned andard 011 Company possib]y was responswle for pavmg severa’l
roads on ‘Santa Rosa Island.59 - '

Although it is difficult to see any eui'dence of the oil company's historic
:presence»on ‘the isltand, the presence of - the'military' is sti1‘1 very evident. -
The abandoned bese at -Johnson's Lee, where the Air Force's 669th Ai rcraft
Control and Warning Squadron ‘was stationed, is noteworthy At one time ‘_}th\s'
base was staffed with 200 Air Force personne] and 30 civilians. lt'-i::as/'the '
western most station of the. western Air Defense Systems -in California h"e
base maintained 2 24 hour radar sky watch of the southern Celifornia coast
with the mission to identify and track every inbound and outbound plane

whether it be private, military or commercial. Observetory towers on remote

peaks approximately five miles inland from Johnsons Lee, scanned the skys to -




\identified fighter planes were scrambled from mainland Navy or Air Force

. "bases. 60

‘_;AUntil 1953 the “operation of the 669th Squadron Base was "highly classified: ‘

‘In. 1953 however, Los . Angeles Times correspondent Charles Hillinger and 2

photographer became the first newspaper crew’ to visit the base in its five

-

' 4-‘year history A revealing story appeared m the Los Angeles T\mes on December

o

13 1953 ~Later Hillinger s expanded article appeared in his book The L
Chane), Islands.s? ' | '

The history of the 229th Squadron, and the island S importance as an early ’

.;warning station during the cold war ‘ and its mission to forstall a surpmze
: R e . 4

) aerial attack by an enem . may constitute a 51gnificant chapter in .

;military history.": Thefrecords of various military archives plobably contain: T

‘;‘use.ul nnformation descriptwe of stations importance and- 1ts unique role

during the cold war era. The observation structures and radar housmgs

assoc1ated with the Johnsons Lee base WTth their elaborate water cooling
systems, clearly are 1llustrative of a earlier far less, sophisticated era of
military technology. 62 . . - R R
‘The military presence is ev1dent in other locations besxdes Johnsons Lee Qné
of the.more mteresting 51tes is the u. 'S. Army base nestled in the h1lls in
an area where the army. hoped it would be sheltered from the constant w1nds. )
Constructed in 1942-1943" ) this base also served 2s ‘an aircraft early warmng
system base during World War j1.63 .

Sante Rose Isiand, though one. of the largest of the Channel Islands, isv one ‘of
the least studied. Although cartographic surveys and early biological"studies
were made in the 1870's, the earliest documented scientific collection from
Sante Rosa was made by botanist G. W. Hartford who accompanied the Coast 4

Survey Team in 1873. Hartford's work stimulated more interest in the island .




) ntificjcommunity 64 ‘ ) ]

"fOﬂ.particular interest to anthropologists and histoqfans is the islandsbl

Jtassociation w1th early man’ sites Several archeologists including Step en

J‘;Bowers and Lorenzo Yates (1876), Gustav Eisen (1897), Phillip Millkxvones .

’:‘(1901), David Burks Rogers (1927), H Arden Edwards (1929 1930). Arthur f
=Hoodward (1939 1941) John Shrader (1941) and Phil 0rr.r(who beginning in n

) »1946 and intermittently for the .next 21 years). made significant contributions

. fto the study of the archeological resources’ of Santa Rosa 1sland. Phil OrQS'

; camp, near Skull Gulch is 2 reminder of ‘the work performed by ‘this pioneer of

VSanta Barbaral region archeolog_y 13 ‘ . N N ’

"Biologists have also collected and studied island specimens In 1874 Dr.;r

) Ke“°99 and Mr. Hartford were. the first botanical collectors to come to Santa e*f'

'Llff'Rosa Other researche st ude»Hazard (1855), Green (1886), Brandegee and Le

l1‘Conte (1887) and Eastwood (1941) One party of scientists from the Los
iAngeles County Museum of Natural History was " briefly stranded on the island
shortly after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Décember 7,.1941. 1in more recent
years researchers from the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, the Santa :
Barbare Botanic Garden, as well as individual researchers from local
universities have studied the island's florz and fauna. 66
SUMMARY L

ESanta Rosa Island 3 history is unique among the Channel lslands itl{p
archeologiceal rUins suggest e presencelo. early men, as well es Chumash
~indians. The island is associated with the.earliest European explorers,{and~?
possibly ‘is the.restinglplace of Californié's:discoverer Juan’ RodriQuez
‘Cabrillo. The islend was 2n importent base of operation for fur hunters

including George Nidever in the Jate 18th and early 19th cénturies. Though

originally a Mexican land grant, entangling legal disputes over. Jand titles,‘




“~.the rise and eventual collapse of the sheep herding industry can also be

u';;traced through the history of the Santa Rosa Island ranch .. The island is :"
,associated with notable early California politicos. as well as merchants, and
personages of regional importance As a hunting retreat the Santa Rosa ranch
“ has been visited by notable figures including Frederick Remington Senator
Thomas Stork, and U. S.. Supreme.Court Chief Justice Earl Harren.

Though little is known about the significance of the structures assoc1ated*

ith early oil exploration efforts and the military bases that d

‘5island s landscape. %uring worldfwar lI;hnd the cold war era the island

;:apparently did play an important>role in the Hestern Air Defense System

‘loday, the character of Santa Rosa.is that of a cattle ranch ‘Isolation from —~“Q

e

the mainland the charm of the old ranch as well as the vast rangelands

traversed by hereford cattle and hunters seeking Roosevelt elk, deer and wild

5

boar, convey to the visitor the feeling that Santa Rosa is unique It isa

- very special national park area.
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RANCHO VIEJO -~ NO LONGER STANDING

The site of Qancho VieJo lS of hlstorical significance as it 1s where the"

N

oldest known structure on Santa Rosa Island rested N "‘,: .

D - - e

*'l Tne first structure constructed on Santa Rosa Island was 3 good plank housef,: .
built by 2 carpenter in the employ of Captain Alpheus Thompson Lumber was;—
brought over ‘to. the' island by ship and®a, shingle roof one room house,kii'c:J
measuring 24 _feet long, 15 feet wide and 9 feet high was constructed The o
structure had ‘one: door, one glass window and one corridor ‘In addition, twox

corrals were built and p0551bly a short pier. It was standing in 1855 but 1ts
history after thls point is uncertain.l," ‘ o
The location ‘of. the 51te of this structure his ‘not been located CJMrsE;

Margaret Hoolley and Mr Edward Smith wer

{interviewed by K\ng, both remember ?‘s"

-

a shacx located in the v1c1nity of an1

ld road\at the end of the island

referred to on old maps as. "Rancho VleJO"z The: map, erroneously attributed to
OMJ R4 ap::a.uwrl

C D Voy (ca 1890) indicates 2 structure at “Rancho Viejo*, Amis-locates théd

structure. (See map in appendix 2. rTwo aerial surveys and. one ground search &

also .ailed to find any‘evidence of a structure in the area). Most likely the

shack referred to by Woolley and Smith lS the weather beaten East ‘tnd Shack""

cT\E
v/ located in the “old-ranch” area near east point? asd East End Shack is not_

Y Thompson s first house. ,If is too, recent a structure(/fﬁd also the dimensions

of the structure depicted 1n Morgan s sketch differs greatly with the measures

ments indicated in the early period court records.

Tne Rancho Yiejo structure probably was not constructed near the present ranch

complex.  Although ranch foreman Bill Wallace remembers that an oid flagstone

"e

foundation” was discovered when the bunkhouse burned down in the late 1960's,

it was probably the remains of Thompson's second house.3 Dixie Thompson in a

Yetter to A. 8. Thompson mentions the "olde house" resting on the mesa. Most

likely however, the first house rested somewhere in the vicinity of the



< D

'presentxday\”old'ranch“ area in the v1c1n1ty of southeast anchorage: ear where« .

- FooTy

the first wharfs were constructed

Bt critical review of Thompson S. correspondence and period court records may

¢ '

. enable future researchers to pinpointathe site of Santa Rosa S first :

structure. o R f o '? : S

nssoc1ated s.ructures in the South P01nt area’ that were documented includes an
old "Ducx 3l1nd" and the "old ranch round-up (see photo sheet 51)4

2; Thompson s Second House "Old Ranch - No longer standing

Alpheus Thompson built:a second house between 1845 and 18:3. According to o
Holland it was«built near a’ "cypress grove" at Ranch House Canyon. The house

. stood as late as 1930 Archenlogist Arthur Hoodward 19,19§9v3“d 1941;dre1

\

sketch of this structure which was labeled "old Ra_ hY,.

Ron Morgan documents this structure in his photographic overview and in his
notes as ”Bun<h0use on Santa Rosa Islandoas Remembered “by John Hoolley .
According to Bill Wallace, the structure ‘burned down in November 1969; the

" cook, Howard Anderson, was killed 8i11 Wallace also rememhers.that‘when the

structure burned a "flagstone” foundation of an earlier structure-was

VO Nsiscovered.

\7

4 Apparently Thompson 3 second h0use was used by More and the Vails as a
boarding house for hired help. As King noted, sthough the building no longer
stands the site "is. potentially sigaificant because of the archeological
depOSlts and historic artifacts l\kely to be encountered"6

3. More Rench House - Still Standing, Becher s Bay

P

A. 2. More's dwelling h0use 1s “located on the plateau overlookind Bechers Bay
The house is a New fngland salt-box type, painted white w1th green trim and
has ¢ green composition roof. It is believed to have been built by the MOres
in the 1870's and it has been added to 2 number o. times. 1In the late 19th

century an extension on the western side of the house was made. An'outdoor

[




U

Today a white fence enclose5°the house complex.} A garden w:th introduced

“ <itchen was also added During the late 1940‘5 or ear ly 1950'5 another wing

to the house was constructed includlng a bedroom and a bath Duringjthe;ii

‘ . A
~ “ -

19705 the old kitchen was enlarged ‘and modernized 7 B

o~ -

.
R

ornamental plants 1ncluding Jade tree, geraniam, anis, memosa. monterey pine

‘and a ground cover are. Just inside the. fence (see photo sheets §2 3) There

~ N

is a separate tool shed and a few old ranch Implements as well as a stack of
antlers lying w1thin the gerden area. The»exterior of the house appears well
naintained (see. slide sheets 4- 6). . ! : u ) c:“ o
The interior of the house lS also in good snape. 0n the lst floor of the two

story dwelling are two bedrooms, a dining area/liv1ng room and a kitchen«and a

- bathroom, upstairs there fsia smal} bedroom 2 large room: where bunk beds line(:7

© L ..«a«%t
the walls and a second bathroomr(see slide sheets 7-8) = : ~ﬁ’ ST

ZVA]] of the floors are covered with linoleum. The outline of the original wood* L

floor. Many of tne interior door locks appear original to the structure,

plans floor boards are noticeable in the entry hallway Original walls are

A

constructed of lathe and plaster while the more recent additions ‘are of

plywood and/or beaver board. The rooms ‘have been repainted many times

“throughout the structures 100 year history, there was at least an eighth inch-

of paint on one window 51ll The oldest tayer appears to-be pale blue. - The

main entrance door today is white, though the original color probably was a
cream color. Turned banister posts run along the- 13 steps to the second
though modern toilet bowl fixtures (1975) and bath tubs are evwdent.‘t ]
Ranch Foreman Bill Nallace remarked thet once the structure had awbricb
chimney and a fireplace in the 1iving room. I was unable to find evidencejof

the chimney.

emarkably, many of the household furnishings are original to the structure




- and date back to the More perlod ) A complete bedroom set”consisting 0 ; bed,;~5
o
dresser/mirror washstand two night cables are in use in the several
‘fﬁ‘bedrooms.? In some instances tney ev1dence neglect and heavy use. According

[

'ato 8111 Naiiace th1s set was. brought around the Horn to San Francisco and then
. . . e, EEDR e T
“wWere brought to the island ,~, U ; Fon )
‘-Other furniture p0551bly associated with the More period include a “Grand

i

Action" upright piano (Patent dated 1873), a set of ~four <itchen cnairs,.three
Queen Anne styie chairs, several oid prints, a large oak xltchen tab]e
clock a brass bed .8 marble dreSSIng table a Secretary desk, and a wicker

rocker ‘a” French provinc1a1 style bedroom set is in the second floor bedroom.

%

3

: (See siide pages 7= 8)

»/‘

The house has been occupied by the Mores.

U:\t

tthe MoreAand Vail and Vicne perlod

_of the first Vail and Vickers foremah. a woman‘named'"Mrs. Pepper, killed
herseif in the upstairs bedroom. Senator Stork; Fredrick Remington Governor =
Eari Warren and other notabies have resxded in this. house while on hunting
trips. It continues to be used periodically as a hunting Todge.
According to King the More . ranch house “reflects the changing, natiure of
American soc1ety and its attempts to modernizn"8 Although the house has - been

‘:greatly altered, the structure indeed "does retain much of dts origlnaP
’character and fabric; It also has historic value in its assocnation'with,anrw
important California merchant faﬁily, ranch “superintendents” and\hunting:’

party guests who have stayed there: It is the single most. significant

historic structure on the island.

4. - New Bunkhouse - Still Standing
Two bunkhouses have stood on a site near Ranch House Canyon at the Bechers’ Bay

compiex. According to King, the first bunkhouse was "built by the Mores" for'

the men who sheared’sneep. I believe the Mores simply modifiedvThompson's




v

Ty

upsta1rs.,Apparent1y the or1ginal structures contalned no xltchen but one

was later attached This structure 1s the one>that was engu1 ed in a flre An.

3

- B b
R . ' ' - -,
)

Yovember 1969

Morgan 5 sketches 1nc1ude one; of the bunkhouse as remembered by Hoolley

“

A one stor/ bunanuse was. rebu11t on tne same site shortly tnere after.

Morgan s notes g1ve a detalled sketch of thls structure. (Seelsllde sheet*#Q);

" An old latr1ne stands nearby

7 T

Barns fVMCP‘ ;lf' :

_\

build]ngs are the oldest in the complex. Morgan 1dent1f1es various‘uses'for‘
several dlfferent work areas within these two barns. They 1nc1ude a carpenter
area, hide ‘tanning, feed storage fence repa1r hay loft 8lacksmith shop,
slaughter roon garage,and otnervworkshops. These uses continue torthe .
‘present day : ” | ) ‘ |
‘According to, 8111 Wallace, at one time there were other structures datxng back
to the More perlod tnat have subsequently burned ‘down ~-= poss1bly in 1069 or
1970. One of these most likely was the structure descr1bed by Xing as “Red
House". according-to Mrs.‘Margaret Woolley it was used as a cowboy residence;
Tater dynamite was stored in }:. Wallace suggests itvwas “near the gum treés"’
end originally\;:?; milk barns”. o

These barns and the possible archeological associations deserve more study.

‘Their historical significance is not compietely Xnown though they undoubtedly

are associated with the early sheep ranch activity. (See siide.sheetselo and




N

5. Cam and Prue’s House - Stlll/Standmg s

xRanch foreman Blll wallace and his wlfe Prue bu1lt a, track l\ke house west of

tne pier in the late 1960‘5., The house xtself appears to have no histor1ca1 )

'vs19n1f1cance though varlous artlfacts 1nc1uding old horseshoes. ranch equxp-»

ment and indian artifacts surround the house. The house. rests on or' near-a
known- archeo]oglca1 site assoc1ated wltn the Cnumasn per1od Morgdn has

docunented this structure (see slxde sheet - 312)11

7. H1stor1c Trash Dump Site located

On. the blu f overlooxing the ocean southeast of the old- ranch house is a trash

dump. in the dump are nany obJects of hlstor1cal lnterest and posswble s1gni-

-lcance 1nc1ud1ng a breakIng cart, the remains of two hay wagons a ut\]lty

5; 5 - wagon bucx racxs, rubber tire wagons generators di lock chaln raxlroad

' track steel girders, brxcns, spools of«wxre, toxlets, hub .caps, buoys, a dog

house 40-50. 011 drums heavy cable, water valves, refr1oerators, propane
bottlies; lawn mowers, batter1es and the remains of a wind mlll, just to
mentton.a few. » . ‘ . ¢

The dump- has been used for ‘over f\fty years. Morn out ranch equipment, as
~Ei1 as a great deal of refuse nas been tossed-over the cl1iff where it has

been washed out to sea. This.site contalns vast. h1stor1ca1 potent1a1 and

“ould prove to reveal mucn informatlon useful to archeologlsts and historiansg

alike. . : o

As ranch foreman 3711 Wallace said, “When something comes ‘over to the island
it dies here.“ This dump illustrates the véracity of wallace s statement.
_Near’the‘dump site are some stacks of cinder block, telephone poles and wood
planks. There are aiso some steel storage sheds. None appear to have any
nistorical significance (see slide sheets 13-15),

8. U.S. Army Buildings ~ Still Standing




PR A
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in the vicinity north of Nater Canyonh

’The remains of -a small complex built one half mile off Pecho Peak east of~the’”'

(
roundations.‘a water tank

road running f om. the main ranch area are 1ntact.

3

and piles of wood are still vi51ble. The barracks bu1lding and two other

structures whicn today are used for storage were moved closer to che main

Iy B3

ranch complex. Bill Nallace noted that. at one time there were."barns« in thlS

~area. Morgan documented these "old Army barracxs" 1n his sketches.

The Army base and relocated structures are o. historic interest.z Their Slgﬂl-’?

3 [

ficance however, has yet to be determined According to Hallace, thlS

,16)

Hallace>also noted that«the power station*(nearjthe;red;barnsﬁfand“the <
slaughfer house ‘were also built by the Army.lg‘u,”f‘ e R L

N

9. Forner School House - Stlll Standing

little white school house once stood at Becners Bay and, nES used by Mores
children and thos° of the sheephearders. PGM Austin. writes “In a little
"white school house at Bechers- Bay, my mother and. her’ brothers, w1th cnildren
- of. the sheepherders, went to school. The Mores lmported a school teacher from
their ancestral home in Ohio to be quide, phllosopher and a fr\end for the
cnildren on the island.. [ well remember her as an old lady, this kindly s001,
Mrs. Isbel, reported to be the first white teacher inan American school in
Santa Barbara County.!3 : . s -
The building most 1ikely dates back to.the 1870's or 1880's (1p 96). 1t was:

converted to the ranch foreman's residence and durlng the 1930's was enlarged

to include a x\tcnen Today it is used as a residence for one of the c0wboys.=

;
t
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. Throughout the ‘hIstory ,of the Santa Rosa lsland Ranchmg Operation, piers have

‘. played a. critlcal role. Thompson apparently constructed a pler to land hls

P‘sheep and cattle. For. example. in 1858 the steamer Gohah loaded stoc to

constructmn of a wharf

.'Durmg the More era,. on

v"f; for st{eamsmps. It was a pr!mary 0utlet for shipplng cattle, sheep, grains,
. ;’and Goletas Halnut Crop Accordmg t0' P.G.M. Austm "There wasda’lw'ays“a close
"‘connectwn between the, More Ranch on the mainland and the 1sland ranch of
Santa Rosa: It was to More 's Landlng in Goleta that the sheep and’ cattle were ;Q*
‘shipped from' the 1sland in the trim schooner "Santa Rosa 015
Ho doubt there have been several piers and docks cOnstructe‘d on the is.lan‘d

Stephen Bowers (circa 1876) mentions “There are sevaral places where vessels

can land, and the present propertles, the Messrs. Moore brothers have built, as

wharf on the eastern-end of the island, where vessels can load a‘,nd_unload’ at

any time, except when gales prevail from the northeast.

C.0. Yoy in the Bancroft Library “Yates Pa‘persv“ manuscript in the Chan‘nel‘ :
Islands Archives, mentions a 1,000 foot wharf, "shod with steel” drilied 4

feet down which is "often carried away. 16 (it was- used by the ship “Cantina“

to load and unload livestéck.)lz

3111 Walliace vaguely remembers a wharf in the arez between Southeast Anchorage

i to fast Point, but nothing remains of it today.
H
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loa"din@-'aréa* fdr:7:the 'Vai“l"'& Vickérs*FAneh' L
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A:.
appears to extend about half way out a more recent extenSion of the pier is

ev1dent as the; boards are of azdiffernt size and finish ': ’ o { e

Pilings of.. the\older section of the pier are well worn while the morevrecent

o [ .
P ¢ '

addition appear strong o coeTe f Lo ;‘~(

iThe docx is a structure of historical interest because of its association with

r_the ranch.complex. (see slide sheets 18- 20) Also associated with the wharf
are-a number of *small- shacks, (see slide sheet’ 1 20). In 1901 one~fourth mile

‘up the canyon to the north of the house there was a boat house.18 A picture f,,
- . g
" . of this structure appears as plate 87#d in Jones 1901Lreport. Although the
"‘(

’& boat house is no longer standing,ethere is as lighthouse (documented by Morgan)’

o

';,

overlooking the doc‘, a line shed and platform and pieces of ranch equipment qr Y

”

lassoCiated With’ the ranch operation that. are on® the bluff overl

o

oklng the

wharf. These are all in- deteriorating conditson. These structures are

\\ﬁ

presumed to be associated with other hlSLOrTC resources of .he/More and early

a

Vail & Vicker period and are also of historic interest (see slidersheets'ZQ-~

21). - -

11. Associated‘Ranch7S‘ructures'

'Associated with the Vail & Vicker cattie ranch are a number of structures - :

assoCiated with. the ranching activities of More and early Vail ‘& Vicker

periods. There are the remains of several old’'cattle cables’ (one east ‘of

China Cemp and another between Skunk Point and Abalone Rocxs) where cattle{

were once landed. In the main ranch area a* scale and docking chute ‘is

possibly about a century old: a brick furnace (constructed 1897) for the

manufacture of sheep dip, a line shed platform, a pig sty and ranch relited




injlz. Nidever Cave

station. S s e : S "‘

1 As King shows

»

structﬂses ma/ qual1fy as, sxgnlflcant cultural resources as a representatlonp‘f,"

cattle.- (See sl1de sheets 21 22)19

)

[n the- v1cin1ty behind the present cowboy bunkhouse outhouse in’ Ranch House
Canyon stream is the S0~ called "Nldever CaveJ‘ It 15 here that George Nldever

toox refuge from the Aleut hunters fn l836 most l]xely it served as, his base

4

During the f1eld survey, Ranch Foreman BilT Hallace took Archeologist Don

o ¥ .o

Morrls and I to this” cave. Althougn N1dever descrlbes the caves entrance as

&

) nardly larger than an ordinarv doorway, but (the cave lS) s0 large 1n51de”,

filled wlth sand silt and debrls the wood door is also rotting awavzq

o (,.'

’ Th!s cave served as an old sheepherders shelter \n the late 1800's (sheep

shear\ng on Santa Rosa Island)»and,In 1951552 was used to store explosives.
In 1893 it was described as "Across the little stream is a large.naturalﬂcave

the sandstone and is dry‘and water tight where many of the men .are

‘comfortable-housed:at night." (Ibid), Bill Wallace said that the children on

the island uséd'it¥asfa "hideout" buf has not been 'used in recent years.‘

This. site has. extraordlnary potentlal .or archeological study Due to ltS‘ »"

¢

close proximity to ‘known 1nd1an sites in the Béchers Bay area, the cave also,,

i

no doubt has pre-hxstorlc archeological sxgn1f1cance. lts.s1gn1f1cance:to

“the historic area is notable; however, the cave is filling up with-debris; a’

heavy T1oad on the road above it could result in a cave-in. (see slide sheet

23). Occasionelly, the ranch foreman fills in the two noles in the roed’ which
T

1§ beder v

apparently open up per.od1cally.ect result :;Lsedinert“ln the cave.

13. Air Force.Base: .Johnsons Lee - Standing




In 1950‘51

durlng the so called "cold war era”Aan Air rorce base«was

s i

,constructed at Johnsons Lee 4‘Archeologlst Phil Orr reported that a number of

archeological sites were destroyed as a resuit of dumping*and construction of

.

structures. A dozen or so buildings were constructed and for the most part

-~

Care still standing. They,have been gutted and heavily vandalized. e

‘lt das here. that. the 669th. Aircraft Controtl and warn1ng Squadron was stationeds

u,

-or approximatel/ ten years. Journalist Chucx Hiltinger -in: ‘953 wrote anf:
art\cle documenting daily llfe at' the: station.» The remains of hobby shops,

E recreational .acilities as weli as | barracks, offices,, generator .and

'maintenance equipment rooms are all sti11 standing A:briCkiincineratorxaisoﬁ

3stands on a hil] overlooking the rest of the base. Thezlanding-dock is.washedf'

e ' Ta

jOUL (see slide sheets 24—27)

“Although this base is of historical significance fn terms of America S coastalV
defenses during the ‘950'5 the structures 1ndiv1dua11y ace probably not of

unique hlstorica1’519n1f1cancev Col]ective]y though ‘they may be significant;

a substantiai'body of information%ab%ut theﬁbase undoubtedly exists in

military archives and wi]l'need to be reviewed.22 |

14. 0Orr's Camp

Just west of Skull Gulch on the northwest coast of the island, Ar;heoiogisf'

Phil Orr and his collegues constructed several “sheds”, whith<serVed aS“head—

quarters for Orr's studies.

s

These structures were constructed:nearly flush with the ground level.in a

surrounding gully this offerring protection from preuailing winds.

These structures: are rapidly deteriorating. The bunkhouse/kitchén shack, the

storeroom, outhouses, cleaning shacks and generator house are falling into the

sea. The entire site is in such poor condition that Ranch Foreman Bill

Wallace is contemplating burning them down because they present a "hazard to




: lnside Lhe main shacx are thr ee refrigerators, a stove, a large three spiggot

coffee urn bottles of pickles, soy sauce and Readers Digests and other

Nl
),

o items used by ..he archeologists. o ‘ T S ety

~ ~

Orr s camp is significant not Just because of its assoc1at10n with 2. noted
archeologist but the buildings themselves are perhaps the most ingeniously
constructed ones on the 1sland They exempli.y mans attemp to adapt’ s:ruc- .
- tures to Santa Rosa's sometimes hostile enVironment. (see slide sheets 28 29)

Nearby the camp are the remains of excavation: trenches dug by orr (see slide

sheet 29) It is known in this area, various oV companies drilled test

‘wells: the remains of these: wells could not be located 23, i

~15 Johnsons Lee Shack . (}:- ce

Between the southpoint light and the military base -a Johnsons Lee is the, o

"Johnsons Lee Shacx “ Host Tikely ;_onstructed in’ 1925 (as was: the tlight),,,

,wi o =

was maintained by the lighthouse service until the Afr. roA ce Base was built in
1955. The shack has collapsed and 1s ne longer standing Underneath the

boards many abalone- shells were found The structure is of little ‘h'ist‘or:ifcal'
sicnificance. (see slide sheet £30). 24 ; \

16.. Mreck Canyon Shack: - ~ Standing

During World Har I1 the U.S. Army: had an- 1nstallation in the v1c1nity north of
Water Canyon (see US. Army . Buxldings & Army Base (Interior) of this report)

According to Bill Nallace the structure at the "Wreck Canyon Round<up was
built by the U. S. Army during Worid War I1I and: moved down. from the 1nterior'
island Army base in 1950-1951. The structure 1s in & deteriorating condition

and the roof is caving in. It is apparently stil) used occasionally. A sign’
on the structure reads "MKD for U.S. Army (?) 058 SIG AIRCRAFT WARNING SANTA
ROSA ISLAND (see slide sheet” 31).

This structure's significance is unknown but is associated with the Army's

Y




Presence itnt World’ War, ‘LI 25'

17, Chma Camp Cabin - Standing, S

o ’ N ) : e .
* -The China Camp round up shack is a structure that dates back to at least the'- : o
'\1920' ‘ In the 1930 s, poss1bly 1936 accordlnq to Bill Nallace, 1t was “
enlarged and the present corrals nere buil‘ - Tne shacx appears ‘to be in goodfv‘."‘

cond1t10n and is qulte frequently used by cowboys. e

A wri-.er in the Overland Honthly (1874) called thls site the "Abalonev‘

risherman 3 Camp However that camp was, located on the east 51de of Canada
Acapulca, while ‘the present day shac‘s, for as long 2s Bill Wallace can

i remember have, been located on the west side Thls suggests that the ChinaA

k Canp Shacks are not the same structures associated vnth the abalone -camp.’ An

aer1al survey also revealed a depresswn about ..he size of ‘the presentxcorrals”‘ -

E Wl AL,

on the east side of the canyon. This could be the site of the old abalone_. )

‘.'»

B camp (see shde sheet 32) though a .1eld~survey in Spring falled to. locate.' &

‘V/jl‘\any hlst'oriceer;r' remains. - » ) sl
The China Camp s‘tru'ctureshave.b'een documehted by Morgan. He sketched‘the
structures and noted the various dimensions of\‘the interior rooms,
Archeologist Phil Orr encounte‘rned five or six reburials in the vicinity of
China Camp. In the hﬁl'ls above the-camp, Bill »wallace noted that the 1ast of
the Santa Rosa ‘Isl'and sheep were kAilled in the 1960's (see slide sheet 323.< ’
The' China Camp sha‘cl'(.,"because of its early association with thye.‘ Mo.r_e sheep
'operation; and the "old abazbone camp® is of noteable historical interest.25

18. East-Point Shack - No Longer Standing

Xing notes an "East point shack" remembered by Mrs. Woolley as a structure

'falling apart..built by Vail & Vickers in: the early vears.”

?anch Foreman Bill Wallace.referred to this shack as an old unpainted “sheep

camp." He remembers an "old stove” being in the building which he believes

hes been there since "2 1ittle before thé Vails took over.” He also remembers

T
PR AN




,a-\ old wharf" in the area where cattle were brought up on the 1sland at one

time. Morgan drew a sketch .of this structure and called it "RanchOwViejo " S‘}““

(%) ‘ n . o e
buﬂding in the: “old ranch" area - S 5’1 L PR

I3

Y - B

L Hxs notes show "he location of a galvan.zed stove,:znd a well -"hand dug by

Hoore’ (sxc] “ne. locates fence posts around the structure (Nallace notes the
area once was. fenced in). -The structure ~referred to by Morgan as "Rancho-
Viejo" no doubt is the same structure as referred to ‘by: »(ing as the “East
. . i

Point Shack." (see photo sheet - 1).27 oo .

19.  Mest End Shack =~ Not Standing

A sneepherders ‘shack stands on the flats at the west end of the island
‘ °ossib1y it dates to the More period-~-pr° 1900. Austm Hright in his

. article “An Islandnn on the Is]ands“"m 1920 mentioned "the"o 1y other: h0use )

on the 1sland l m to]d is one hear the. west end--a shack." It is collapsed

_«'and deteriorattng see photo sheet ! 939) 28 . - ; ', ' ‘ L i

20. Army Base (Interior Island) - -

In 1903, the U.S. Army e‘stabhshed 2 small base with men stationed at two.
Iocations on Santa Rosa Island. One 'co"mplex, was in_a sheltered area‘ nestled
in the mountins north of Water Canyon. Most likely the base served as .an .

early warning post. -

v K

Here, as many as 1'00-men worked three shifts. There used tobe a tei'ebhon'e

line down to the main ranch, but the poles have been cut down’ and used for
ranch operation. '
Several of the buildings were used by the oil ’cvompanies,af'ter" the Army ”left
after their short two-and-one-half yeer stay. According to A’l Vail ‘the ‘mesjs
nall was painted but from the resulting fumes, the structure blew-up ‘jd,st

after the paint job was completed.

Today none of the structures stand; foundations are clearly evident i'nc’lu’ding‘




o
grease p!t

a water “tank: 0N the hill overlook1ng the base. Al Va\l said that /
water splggots were . located 1n front .of “the; barracks onfthree sides.,

7' ¢ - -

’shaped flagpole concrete slab is also ev1dent

ThV Mdreck Canyon Shacx“ was removed .rom thls\SIte 1n»1950-1931 'i §.><*>

(Tne remalns of a red weld1ng truck datxng bacx to the. A1r rorce days is: alsoy

»

evident. Thls camp was occup1ed by the A1r Force brref\y when the Johsons Lee i

stat1on Wwas be\ng ou1lt The flre>trucn supposedly ran off the road and was
dragged back to wheré,it fs presently stands; ‘it is in 8 deteriorated :

condition. -

More information about th1s base IS needed -in order to assess its hxstor\cal

51gn1ficance. It apparenlty served ‘as:an aircraft warning base-—an ear11er)

,version of the Johnsons Lee Base of the 1950 s. No doubt \t played an ear]y'

s - 4 g

role 1n the story of Callfornia Coastal defense (see sl\de sheets 33 34 also“‘:'

7 . -

U S. Army 8u11d1ngs 8 Hrecx Canyon Shack in th1s report) T AT ‘:ﬂ;"

21. Lookout/Radar Stations

: ' About five miles behind the‘Johnsons Lee abandoned Air Force Base are‘the

-abandoned remains of two radar stations which are associated with the Johnsons

Lee Air Force Base. Selieved to be part of the E.A.T.S. (Fxtended Air
Tracking Stations)'hetwork these structures played 2 role in detectlng B

- 1

possible enemy a1rcraft in the cold war era. ; -\
The remains of three stations are evident on three d1fferent mountaln tops.f
Zach are constructed of concrete and have been gutted. There are remalns‘of,an
early -parabolic dish "open wire mesh" radar tracking system, an underground’

bunker and an anti-aircraft gqun.

These structues are of historical interest and may be significant to the

nistory of milirary technology (see siide sheets 35-33).

22. 0il Company Well and Roads



) Bil Hallace notes that the oil companies were:- resposnible for‘dril]ing

_several test drills since the 1920‘ Some of the roads that criss cross the fli

s

o island were constructed and/or paved by these companies in the 1946—1949 time s

"g tperiod ’ andard Oil reportedlx,built an asphalt road to their well in 1932~ .

&

>33 (see slide sheets 3:-38) By 1949 tnere had been five wells drilled but
" abandoned. = ‘ }7'@‘ “ j = .?’[' L ”‘;' i ;‘?ﬂ‘~,‘yj”cn"f'
l‘23, Shigwreck ' ' | l 7 S
i‘ns King points out, many ships have gone aground off Santa Rosa s shores The 7
-Chickasaw is still the most Visable wreck and lt is rapidly deteriorating

|he island is also the graveyard for other wrecks. as. well 8etween~thev»”

o~

lighthouse and Chic<asaw~wreck at East Point is part of _The Crown of

¥, R

.ngland" wreck the wrec‘ whicn gave wreck Canyon 1ts name in 1894 It servesx o

1

7jxas @ reminder of the many boats that have go

» ; - -

) .sland s 50uthwest and nor‘hwest sides are. particularly littered with debris ‘ REE

ﬂ»‘e

"(see slide sheet 39)30

24, Other Historic Sites - ) -

Several other’possible historic sites -are notedzin the historic record. 'The
Coast Survey~Party of QeverandlStephen Bownrs camped in the-Canada Verde for
six’ months in 1875-1876 on the "east side of the mouth of Canada Verde on the o
first terrace“- The canp confused Archeologist Philip Mills Jones in 1901 whor
thought it a pre- hlStOrlC site until he learned about the Coast Survey
,/’ -encampaew? 31 The Coast Survey trip’ is significant as it was the first
systematic attempt to study the island's cultural/natural resources also the
island was mapped. Their cam051t° was called Camp #9 by Jones, but has been
identified by the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History as SRI{AO. The site

wes located end documented (seé slide sheets 39).

Jones also mentons “the old Jack Camp" supposedly where a "fence builder once




‘ had his camﬁ"‘ Jones notes its location ‘3s. "southeast of Camp #8 on a slight "3

(l"

, - rise; from two creeks that here come. together. Thnground 1s covered with -

‘Lprofuse growth of Malva (Malva pariflora) and (the site) can be seen with

©

difflculty lt is full of shells, however, and has evidently been an Indian ;jf

cemp at sone time or other" 32 The 31te was cailed Camp ’9 by Jones but the “;,
‘Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History does not have a site number recorded

for 1t The site 'was located and documented (see slide sheets 40)
. By far the most 1mportant site of historical significance is the site where

“Cabrillo s grave stone" was found ‘at the turn of the ZOth century by Phillip k: ‘
‘Mills Jones. ' He places the location at Camp 46 (or SBMNH site SRI-~ 147) where

on wednesday, March 20 ne found stones many flat and showing evidence of

-naving been used as‘mealino stones, other oP irregular forms and merely

'bearlng on one Slde an- incised deSign“ 34 The rock was probably found at

5

“Jolla VlEJa" rather than “Rancho VlEJO" (see slide sheets 40-43).

Historical ObJects

As noted ear lier, the old’ ranch house has many- obJects and furnishings

associated with the More-and Vail & Vickers eras. Other objects ‘are also,
known to exist. For'example,»dones noted in 1601 "that obJects of glass,»‘g

o

metal, ete. of extraneous orlgin and obvrously derived. WIthln the historic

period from Caiucasians, were found only in the camp sites on the northern

coast; camp sites in the‘interior or on the southern, coast yielded only:

objects of aboriginal manufacture,“35 Ranch Foreman B8il1 Wallace possesses a s

branding iron dating to the 1840-1850 time period.

According to 3i11 Wallace, he has also found Spanish glass trade beads. A

small silver cross that was found between East Point and Abolone Rocks wa's

civen to Archeologist Phil Orr; and mey be associated with the Cabrillo'grave




r

RN
¥

A 8. Thonpson as well 2s the "Great brass snlps bear\ng the name, the "Crown of

'7tmay have been was found are’ associated with the«earlies:/ruropean presence on

{
i

»chontroversy ., E K. Smith ¥n 1912 1916 found a. brass shoe buckle, a- dagger, and

glass trade ‘beads in the Ranch House Canyon area,‘

P.G.M.. Austin noted Yone- of my prize possessions is a: large painting of this e

')once familiar ship (the schooner ”Santa Rosa“) done by its well known Captain,

" " ' o e ’
England" 36 /%l

‘No - doubt other obJects of historical 1nterest will be discovered in, the

future.
g

" Conclusion ) S S ‘ g . I

s .
Most all of the sites and structures ‘which remain on Santa Rosa: Island are of

#historical 1nterest though not all are of equal historical significance

Historic archeological 51tes such as SRI 5147 where the “Cabrillo gravestone"

7“any of the Channel Islands Other historic archeologiral remains reflect use

/’ /) 1 i ’va.»‘
by specific ethnic groups such as the Chinese at CHina camp. cre o

i

A majority of the. standing structures lncluding the old ranch house and

- romplex are associated with the early and continuing economic act\v1ty on the

)

island. Some “shaccs“ including the "old sheep camp" (West tnd Shacx), and

Eest End Shack are Significant in context to the islands.historic ranching
‘activities.

- Soie of the more recent 20th Century structures including the: Army §amp in the

islands interior and Afr force base at Johnsons Lee, are evidence of the-
military's historic presence on the island: With the possible‘exception of
radar stations above Johnsons Lee, which ‘may be significant to the history of~
military technoldy, the-military buildings individually have little historic
importance. Collectively however, they are part of the story of military

technological progress. Although the military's presence is on all of the
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Channel Islands, on : Santa Rosa, the story can-be ‘traced. through 1ntact

structures.

‘

o Although there are structures of h1storical 1nterest that dot the: landscape of

Santa Rosa, the Ranch House complex (\ncluding the 1943 Army base at Bechers
Say and Nxde;er Cave) are illustratlve of the xslend s significant hlstorj
ConSIderat1on should be made to establish a SpeCIal h\storic zone here and
possibly -at Rancho V1eJo.

Based;on!the National Park Service list of Classified Structures (LCS), some

of the structures warrant’Category A and B designations, a few'would be

Category C andfpracticallp’none deserve a Categpry,0.37,

; 3ased on NPS Management Pollties there are apparently 120 Catégdry ia

: structures on the 1sland. The Ranch House complex and possibly some, of the’

m1lltary related structures deserve consxderation as Category Ib- structuresu

(See NPS Management °ol1c1es, Chapter V) 38 o .

' _The Ranch House complex, the so-called "old ranch® area (from Bechers Bay to

£ast P01nt) “along with the China Camp area as areas of special historical
significance as the structures along with the introduced animal species (elk,
boar, -cattle, deer) and the range=like appearance of the landscape establlsh
an historic scene. It is this historic scene that give Santa Rosa Island its
unique charactem :
‘ SUMMARY

The ranch house complex, the so called “old ranch" area (from aeéchers Bay to
East Point) along with the China Camp are areas of special historical
significance. As Congressman Robert Lagomarsino said when he testified.téfore
the Sub-committee on Parks, Recreation and Renewable Resources on July 19,
1279, "The ranching operations on these properties are considered compatible
uses and the National .Park Service has advised me that they support allowing

these activities to continue within reasonadble timits. The ranching

3
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‘operations - are in-themselvesAhistoricaliy Eignificant“( The 1ssue now 1% tof_,“

what extent doeszthe National Park Servxce wish to: continue the "historic”a

~

ranching activities7 how . does one interpret Congressman Largomarsino S. words;“\'

reasonable limits“’

“I believe thet' a special historic zone “ought’to be establlsneo, inclu51ve of»l

the ranch- houseé complex and possrbly extending into the "Rancho Viejo® area.

provided that there are no especxally sen51tive natural resources in this

area; China camp also deserves some consxderacion as 1; ‘is in these areas that

the range 1ike appearance of the.lanoscape would best establish a2 "historic

scene”. 7 o ‘ Vu ‘4 '

Nhether orcnot introduced spécies (elk, boar, cattle, deer) should be allowed’
to roam free within the confines of these zones 1s another issue management;
needs to-. address.’ These animals certainl;‘oo have a historic presence Ross
8rown's 1874 suggestion that what 2 magn1.1c1ent park this would make asa

preserve for the wild game of“the continent” comes immediately to mind, 1

believe that cattle, and possibly sheep; elkvand dder could be allowed to roam

#ithin designated: historic zones; the boar could be isolated to'one very small

restricted area or eliminated entirely and an alternative approach’ to

interpreting this aspect of the “#ild game" story of Santd Rosa Island could

.

be considéred. it is the historic scene that gives Santa Rosa Island its

unique character when compared with -the othér Channel Islands.
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“

F:éncis Hblland, "Santa Rosa Island: An Archeological and H}storical o
Study," in Journal of the West (July 1962) 18 PP. ) - .

Michael A. Glassow'et al., The Status of Archaeol8gical Research o
‘Santa Rosa Island, 2 vols. NPS P. 0.'PX 8000-0-0007,Z0ffice of Public’
Archeology{ Social Process Research Ins;itute.,ﬂnive};i;y of California at, -~
Santa Barbara (Aug. 1982, draft) and (Feb. 1983, figiLXrepor:). Kings..

chapter appears in vol. I, pp. 962128, [z,
Graszewd cv oly, cRaprer, 5 T : v R
2. .Bd= "The Potential for Historic A;éhaeo}ogigalgSites.? p. 96.s -

3. Walton Bean, Califdrﬁia:zjfgl‘IntérpfetivgzHlstory‘(NeG‘Yor

- 1973), pp. 17-18. 7

L
“ . - «
(TN . t, - -

6L‘~¥§iter Tompkins, "Channél Tslands Soﬁépgiqture{" in-Notidias (Santa: -
Barbara Historic51,56éfg;y,3Q§t. 1958), vol. 1Iv, 93.. SR v

“For a useful compilation of ‘the several accounts relating to4thq'Caﬁfillo\
voyage, see John Richard Johnson, Ethnic Historic Study of the Island Chumash
gpnivetsity of California at- Santa Barbara, Dec. 1982), pp. 235, . i ’

MAsTE2S THENS ‘ . ‘
" See also Bean, p. 18. . ‘ .

5. Robert Heizer, "California's Oldest Historical Relic" (Berkeley: ‘Robert H.
Lowie Museum of Anthtépbloﬁy, L97g(€>see ?. 3 for complete list of reférences.

" . . .

6. Ivid., p. 4. - .

7. Ibid., p. 5I. The debate centering on where Cabrillo vintered and died '
"is due primarily because the details of Cabrillo's voyage of discovery‘arg"
sketchy. The original’ day-bv-dav record of the voyage has been lost ‘for over
400 years. The best documentaction that exists is an abstract of the voyage
made by Juan Paez de Castro sometime between 1555 and 1560. Heizer demon- ©
strates that even key points of this account are questionable.” (See Heizer,

2. IV, 1-6, 51.) . [

8. In 1956 Robert F. Heizer and Dr. Albert 3. Elsasser of the Lowie Museum
of Anthropology published the manuscript repcrt and photographs of Phillip
Mills Jones' 1901 Sanca Rosa Island archeological excavations. A photograph
of one speciman, catalogue No. 1-5086, aroused Hefzer's interest several-vears
later when he noticed the initials "JR" (Juan Rodriquez?) were etched on a
stone. Heizer subsequently published a short book entitled, California's .
‘Oldest Yistorical Relic?, in which Heizer suggested that the stone may have
been Cabrillo's gravestone. ‘ .




- .(1841), and the Coast’Survey (1850). The Chumash calied Santa Rosa “Nicalque:!. .

Yl v -
ARV ¥

Heizér concluded, however, that "nothing in this paper. is aimed at redching

.8 posiltive or final decision on the authenticity of conneétion with Cabrillo"
- (see Helzer, p. V). . ‘ , \ - LT

9. ‘Philip xilis Jones, Afchédlogical Investigﬁ;iohs on Sanca'Rbsa Island
in 1901, ed. R. F. Heizer and A. B: Elsasser yehro.Records, vol. 17, no. 2
(Los Angeles: " University of CA press, 1955), 5. 223 footnote. 13, pp. 209-210.

The library of Channel Islands National Park contains é photocopy‘ofvPhiilip::
Mills Jones' report. Plate #120 shows a-view. of' a "sandstone slab .that has e
been used for mealing or grinding stone, bearing on one side (an) incised design.

‘The stone was found on the surface of an eroded campsite near the "Rancho Viejo"

(ibid., p. 223, footnote 13). The .stone may:not have .been found by Jones himself,.

but rather by one of his assistants, “Billy" or "John,"- on one of their surface

collecting expeditions. Jones does not .specify what day the stone was found

but it probably was on March 4, 17, or April 2-5S. (Ibid., pp. 209-210).
The ewplnere . R .

-10.  Bean, p. 18.4 Cermeno, in December’ 1595,anchored off Santa Rosa.  Mis

account states, “anchor was cast at the outside igland (Santa, Rosa Island) -

on the SE side.” They traded for-fish and se@l.‘?ée Johnson, pt'l8;,43-ﬁ%’.

11, Hoiland!-pl 51-52. The Chaﬁﬂel Islands have been éhrﬁs;ehedﬁno less than .
eight times: . the native population (prehistoric time), Cabrillo (1542),. . .
Viscaino- (1602), Costanso.(1770), Perez' (1774), Vancouver (1792-1794), "Wilkes

de 12 Posesion.” Cabrille's friar called it “Palma." Ferrelo renamed Santa
Rosa' (or possibly San Miguel) the "Isla de Juan Rodriguez.” Santa Rosa appears
ds "San Ambrosia" on Viscainos charts. In 1770, Santa Rosa is calied "Santa
Cruz” in Costomso's journal, but "Is S. Miguel on- Costanso's charts. Present
day San Miguel Island is designated "Isla de San Bernardo." Juan Perez inm 1774
called Santa Rosa "Santa Margarita." '"Carta Esfeerica de los Territorios de

la Alta Y Baja Californias” by Jose Narvas, also identifies Santa Rosa as ‘
"Is S. Miguel." Although most historians contend that George Vancouver ‘'fixed"
the name Santa Rosa to the island in 1793, on U. S. nautical charts the name

was not fixed until 1841 when the Navy's. Charles Wilkes adopted this name® . .
first given the island by Vancouver. However, until the late '1840s qut;lkqsa‘
was known dy a varietv of names, depending upon whose charts are consulced:.

See Holland, p. 51-52 and Johnson, p. 42, and Noticias (Santa Barbara Historical
Society) vol. V #3, "Channel Islands issue,' Fall 1959, p. 12.

Cabrillo supposedly ‘called the island he wintered on as “'San Lucas” and Isla

12. Holland, p. 52. Bean, pp. 18-26.

According to Johnson, after Viscai vovage documentary evidence of
Suropeans visiting the Channel Isligézgs slim until 1769. No doubt Spanish
2alleons on.the return voyage from the Philippines to Acapulco did encounter
the islands, however, few records are extant. See Johnson, p. 29-30. '

13. 3ean, pp. 27-34.




hJﬁ See; Glassow, vol. I, p. 73- 93 and {ohnéon.vpp; 146-157. - According. to’ ~
Johnson:. I LT

v/ ;rhe;ﬁ:ash ty (probably a village on Santa Cruz) e :
v }shiu;shiw location: Rancho Viejo (east end at mough of longest valley,
SRI-85 or SRI-77
hichimin: wmouth ranch canhon at Beechets Bay, SRI 60
silimihi - Canda Verde SRI 60
~ Mgyakla - Skill Gulch SRI-2
- nimkilkil - SRI-15.,° - : .
navani - SRI 97 and 98 ’ '
nilahgyu - Johnsons Lee SRI-62:
‘Eorsteche - (probably not on Santa Rosa)

i

.

15. Glassow (draft report), pp. 59-62.

16. Johason, pp. 58-74 and Orr, The Prehistory of Santa Rosa Island (Santa
3arbara. Museum of VaCural Histoty, 1968). pP. 180 j

17. Irving: Berdine Richman, vCalifor1ia Under §g§in 13 %exico 1533-1547
(Boston: Houghton %iffcin Co » 1911), p. 160. B}

'

“in 1778, Eng‘ish Captain James Cook- visited Nootka Sound a harbor on Vancouver.
1sland (British Columbia) and..claimed the rights of discovery despite the.clainms

of Juan Perez who four years earlier had claimed the area. fo Spain. Spain s.

original claim to .the Pacific Region’ was ‘based on the papal 11 of 1493, _vhich\

- divided the New World between Spain and’ Portugal.’ In 1790, however. the Nootka
Sound Convention granted England sovereignty over areas of the Pacific coast
north of San Francisco BaxAJ -

7

v (See Bean, p. 52 and Dr. Herbet; Plasterer, Fort Victoria (Canada: Colonist

Printers, L:d ) p. 6)

o

18. Bean, p.. 52-55 and A. Saeg
Handbook 113 (Washington: U.

erfield and D. Lavendér, Fert Varcouver, NPS
S. \ tional Park Service, 1981).

From 1779, when the Nérthwest Fur Company was founded,,:his company and the . -

Hudson Bay Co. waged a war of cocpetition which lasted .for 40 years. Ia 1821
‘the companies merged .and the British govérnment gave the nev concern a 21° year
license as the sole legal fur trading company in British Notfth America.

\/(_;bid,pp 3637)

19. Bean, pp. 74, 55. Richman, pp. 160-161. .Johnson, p. 67.

20. George Nidever was a reknown hunter ‘along the Pacific coast and on the -
Channel Islands. He resided on San Miguel Tsiand briefly and served as the
pilor for the U. S. surveyors who made the first surveys in the Channel ‘Islands
region. He also is 'eputed to have rescied the "lone woman of San Nicolas.":

e (See Life and Adventures of George Nidever, ed. William Heanry Zllison

(serkeley. CA: Univ. of California Press, 1937).

¢

4




Ny

21, Ellison, P 36.. - ° S

3 P
A '

y// P -”illiam cooduin Dana of Boston came -to Californla 1n 1826, His schooner
- "Sanza Barbara was used in trade and otter hunting. One source of his -
revenue was letting out his otter hunting license to foreigners who paid
"xim a pe‘centage of their cazch. (&See Ellison, p. 107, footnote 09@)r . :

22. Ibid., p.- 34.
23. ‘Ibid. p. 39.

L/’/( 24, 1bid., p. 109, 401\ o
25. Glassow, pp. 101-102. Robert Glass Cleland, The Cattle on.a Thousand Hills:.
Scuthern California 1850-1870 (San Marino, CA: Huntington Libtary. 19&1) ‘
Zllison, p. 113, footnote §113.

25. Bean p. 61. .o "

s gKf The Ranche. System began during ‘the gubernatorial administration’ ofoedro
FTages in: 1782: A total of -20 “rancho’ grants vere given in.thé Spanish period
but over 500 ranchos wére parceled out after secularization primarily by

- Mexican governors Alvarado, Pico-and Micheltorena. ee Cleland p. 8 -and
‘Bean p. 70) . . '“ ST e

27. Dur'ng the Spanish and Mexican periods real polifical authority vested .
1n the hands of a small group of fanchero families! Two factions ‘dominated--
he Southern California politicos including Jose Antonio Carrillo and Pio Pico.
N ::hern California interests were represented by Juan 3autista Alvarado, who
had first granted Santa Rosa to Jose Castro. As Castro had not yet conformed
to the colonization provisions that the grantee occupy the land, build a
house and put 100 head of cattle on it, Governor Micheltorena regraated the
Z5land to Carrillo, who was & powerful southern California politico. Mexfcan-
governors had an increasingly difficult time with those conflicting political
intereszs. TFrom 1831 to 1836 there were 1l distinct admcinistrations compared
1 { £ T
s to 10 in the previous-half century of Spanlsh ru1e4:5

@e Bean, pp. 61, 70, Cleland, p. 32) ’ .

28. Manuela Carillo married John Coffin Jones and Francisca Carillo married
Alpneus 3. Thompson. John C. Jones was the U. S. consul to the Hawaiian
(Sandwich) Islands. A native of Boston, he was for some years a merchant in
Honolulu and master of at least eight vessels. Wnen he married in 1841, he
Secape a resident of Santa Barbara. In 1846 Jones sailed for Boston and died
there a few years laff:,)>

3e¢e Ross Gast, Contentions Consul: 3Bio of John Coffin Jones (L. A.: Dawson Books,

- 1875, in Santa Barbara Yistorical Society), p. 190§gr
7

fgee also Glassow, pp. 101-102; tllison, p. 1:i3, footnote ﬂlJZ)




Alpheus<§ Thompson was a schooner captain. A‘native of Brunsuick %ain. ..
Thompson arrived in Califotnie perhaps .as early. as 182> Mexican authorities )
believed Thodpson to be a’ smugglet Like Jones, he was.a Sandwich (Hawaitan) =
Island merchanc. In 1834 ne settled in Santa Barbata and matried 1=‘1:ancesca

Carillo.g\ - o ST

0.
0 .

(See Classow, pp. 101- 102 E‘lison p. 109, footnote £109, p. 105, footnote. 088‘)
29. Ellison, p. 113, footnete 9132, / ' '

30. See Gast, p. 189

31. See Gast, p. 188.

For a detailed account of the Legal Dispute, see Gast, especially 189-190.
Additional materials on the dispute are in "Fernald, and Stearns Collections at.
the Huntington Library case #205, "Jones v. Thompson," (Fernald) and Case 205,
) Report of the Receiver (Stearns). See‘also "SRI™ file, Office of the Monterey
g County Clerk, Salinas, .California, and Santa Rosa Island, File in the Bancroft
Library. See Ogden Hoffman, Reports of Land Cases Detetuined in the United
-States District Court for. thé Northérn: -District of Califotnia. June term, 1853
‘to June term, 1858 inclusive (Sanfrancisco. 1862),‘17 Unlted States’ Disttict
Court, Southern District of California No. 56. Doc‘et. ‘the United States vs.
Manuela Carillo de Jones et ‘al. "Isla Santa Rosa." Transcript of the Record~
from the, Board of Land Commissionevs in Case No. 117, filed August’ 30 1856
W, H. Carter. Cler. as cited ia Gast. p. 113, footnote 2132,

32. Gast, p. 190.

The transfer of the land title of Santa Rosa to the More brothers is complex
In 1858-1859, Chase E. Huse, Attorney for T. Wallace More, purchaseé at public
auction Thompson's one-quarter island interest for $3,000.. Manuela Jones and
children sold their nalf incerest in the island to Alex P. More in 1865 for
$18,000. From 1865-1870, the six Thompson children separately sold their
interests in the island for various amounts to T. Wallace, Alex P. and
Henry More. One of’ Thompson's children, Albert, stated the attitude of ali
Thompson's children when he wrote in 1869:

"The island has never yielded us anything.
Could not sell to nobody but More. Could
not sustain an action, and if More did not
want to purchase it he could enjoy the
possession of the same for a lifetime wvith-
out interruption.’

o (§ee Santa Barbara Historical Society, file "SRI." c.wélh

facen 0'Neill, History of Santa 3arbara Countv (Union Print Co., 1939), p. 366)

Several years later T. Wallace exchanged with A. P. More his interest in the
island for a oneé-third interest in the well known Rancho Sespe. A. P. More in
1870 sold nis now one-half interest in the island to ¥. H. More, Mrs. H. H. More




sold the- land back co A. P, in 1881. Frop thenqon the island was leased to =

various' members of che Mote.family‘beforQ'being s0ld in the early 1900's, o

v /’Z;;e Doraﬁ, Pp. 197-198 and Holland, p. 575) ’
33. "see Part 11: STRUCTURE, "Rancho Viejo" of this report.

34, Cleland,_p; 32. Holland, p. 56.

' S e 19€3 Fielo Sevvey team o

Thompson/:~first house, which was built in the "Rancho Viejo" area was not

located. Thowp : d on the site.of the present

covboy bunkhouse. Bill g foundation of

an earlier Structure when [ .
(personal.convetsation:‘ 8111 Wallace, 1982). 3 .
Barbara Museunm of Natural History Suggests that f_Thompson's firse .
house marked on the so-called "Yoy map" 1s incorrect. ‘ ote Cettins nefesy, +he
iocatton of the fresh water marsh. and Suggests that Thompson's first house. . -

(Rancho Viejo) probably ¥as near the. site of the delapida:ed East Point Shact?.

ee Section Iy of~this‘repo:tl,42—

35. Holland, p. sg, 0'Netll, p. 366; Gast, p. 190. SRR
Santa Rosa 1s host 'to 2. number of_;ntroduced'spgcies. A recent study by
. John T, Mayer of the University of Connecticu; concludes that tbe‘presen:_day
vild boar are the descendants of domestic pigs. Utilizing comparativékmbtpho-
zetric analysis, Mayer demonscrates that the Pigs of Santa Rosa are not Zuropean
boar rather they are of a domestic stock. unication Paul Collins,
Santa Barbdara Museum of Natural History). Island boar have been
described as "formidable ¢reatures, fast, powerful and savage.”" Most likely,
they were introduced by Thompson Sometime between 1§44 and 1857. in ap
unpudlished T2nuseripe, Rev Stephen Bowers writes that "Cactle were introduced
on this island ig 1842, hogs in 1853." (see Paul Collins, "The Origin and
Present Status of Feral Pigs on the California Channel Islands," paper in Santa
Rosa Island history files, Channel Islands N . introduceq
Species including Snow qéegz)rule (or Roosev. to the island
2s early as 1383, (See Thompson and
» P. 256,
In the 1930's,
; the nule deer is fr

°

Li
36. nggerfield: et al., po. 82, 114. Bean, PP. 103-105.

37. Bean, p. 7QE)

SR Ia 1860 barbed wire had not been invented and the Prohidizive cogg of
lumber ip southern Califotnia’vircually Precluded the use of board fencing on
ranchos. The cost of fencing in New York was $9¢ per mile; in California
the same fence would cost $700. - Most fences in 1859 were 7-foot redwood posts,
12 inches deep, § feer apare, 4 voards, 2 feet fron the .ground with a ditch
and bank on either side.(VCIeland, P- 87, fuotnoce 2297

Jdeeg
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38. Cleland, pp. 137-148; Pedro Carillo to Abel Stearn, June 6,"‘1851.‘”@., 176‘,8‘
=39, Gasc, p. 1901 ‘

The More brothers, who bought the 1$1ahd1§r§h5anes and Thqmpsoﬁs'?heiréﬁ'”

were vigorous entrepreneurs. The Gold Rush brought: thousands “of people’ to
Californfa. Some, fncluding :he-four“ﬂpre\b:oihers--Andfeq. T. Wallace,

A. ?. and Henry--were shrewd enough: to recognize that all the prospectors. -
needed to eat. When the Mores: heard that a pound of beef fetched one ounce
of 'gold in Sierra Nevada boon camps, the four Ohioans vounded up a trail
herd, a crew of California vaqueros, and headed north. In the Mother. lode
-towns they obtained fabuloeus prices and reinvested their profics - in catcle
and land. 1In 1854, T. Wallace More bought six square leagues of VYenrura »
bottom land from the Carrille family--"a place called sespe.” " The other -
-brothers bought ranchos in Santa Paula; Saticoy and several had interests in
Santa Rosa Island. At the peak of their power, the Mores had a piece of -
Céliforniq the size of the state. of Delaware. ¢ ~

v | See Thomas,stgike~in'éolléSoration’ﬁitS'walté:,romﬁkins, California Editor
(News Press Publishing Co., 1966); 3td ed..‘pp.*23f26:)’*, § R,
; A "8 2 e cr PP.723=20.) .

60.  Cleland, p. 162,

41.. Cleland, pp. 166-167. -~ . R RN SR

42. Cleland, pp. 169, 173, 179, 180. ~ R
43. Cleland, p. 186.

44. 1t is not known what type of sheep were raised. on Santa Rosa. Native
Californis sheep were considered infetior to importéc "Iine sheep” as the

comparative prices attest: v
merino .25-.28 $/1b
half merino .21-.25 $/1b
American, .19-.21 $/1b
half Ameriéan .17-.19 §/1b )
Mexican - L12-.17 §/1b - LT

(see Cieland, p. 1882)

N
L//'AS. Cleland, p. 139. The quote is from Charles W. Towne, Sheperds Empgre )
(Norman: University of Okalahoma Press, 1945), "Sheep Against the Sea," p. 212,

46. Cleland, pp. 188-189, 191. See-also "Shearing Time oa Santa Rosa
Island,” Overland Monthly, May 1893, p. 494,

47. 0'Neill, p 366. Holland, p. 58.
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. ,4“\:
1. See classow p. 112- 113 and Holland, p.- 56

‘2. Glassow, ibid.., T S T i»Q .

-

3. Personal Communication, Bill Wallace. o . g .
4, 1Ibid., see pﬁeto sheet f#1.

3 ' ; ) . oibmilo EN
5. Holland, p. 56. gl

o 6. ?ersonal Commuricatlon Bill Wallace. ® Oh the death of the cook, see

"Channel Islands Archives,' Item no. 017:2 Santa Barbara Museum of -
Natural History. See'Glassow, p 114- 115./ ; ] a : . .

David 3anks Rogers.'in Preh‘stor*c Man! EE.EEE Santa’ Baroara Coast sheas;*
someé light on. the "flagstone" foundation. He notes. that "about” the: mouth
of Ranch ‘House Creekare numerous temains of a very inportant settlement.
Near the center ‘of this small flat, beneath a series of flagstones wete‘

- found: several s‘eletons P (See Rogers. P: 326.)° Ic’is entirely ‘o
/possible that Thomoson esed such’ "?lagstone grave markers as a’ foundation
for his structure, or perhaps there is an Indian cemetery underneath the:

structure.

7. Glassow, p. 115-116.
8. Glassow, p. 116.
9. Glassow, p. 116-117.
10. Classow, p. 117-118.
11. Glassow, e. li92

12. Glassow, p. 118.

13. Glassow, p. 119, and Austi

.5 commen:s in Noticias (Santa Barbara
Zistorical Society, vol. V, #3, Fal

1 1959).

'
£

- 14, ‘5ee Gast, p. 190-193,

15. Noticias, Channel Islands Issue, Fall 1959 p. 9.

16. ‘"Channel Islands Archives," Sanra Barbara Museum of Natural History,
accession 71788, p. 39.



17: The Overland Monthly, "Shearing Time on Santa Rosa Island," in 1893~
’,reported "'The pier has been washed away." P-T493, :

18. See Jones. . 202
9. Glassow, p. 119-120.

.See Part.I of this report and Ellison, p. 40.

1. See Hillingor's article, "Santa Rosa Island Main Job:oifened, " in
L. A. Tiges, Dec. 13, 1953. :

22, Glassow, p. 120.
23. CGlassow, p. 120-121!
24. Glassow, p. 121.

25. Glassow, p. 121-122.

26. Glassow, p. 122. S :

- ‘Bi11 Uallace also roted that the China Camp area-was once used as .an .
_abalone. camp. He also remetbers that he found a tea pot there, (Ebtsonal
communication: 'Bill "allace)4ﬁ<_- A ,

According to the Santa-Sarbara Morning Press of May 17, 1892, a "gang
of Chinamen" were brought to the island to collect abalone shélls. They
used "long flat botzom boats." The present shack has some oars hanging’ on
a wall that according to wallace some from an old whaling boat; they could
sEr=y be the oars of the Chxneseabelone {ishermen.

During the More era, the Chinese were also broughr to the island to
help shear sheep. Some 10 percent of Santa Barbarz's population in the
12705-1890s were Chinese. Whether they were segregated from the rest of the
shearers at China Cazp is unknown. -

. 27. Glassow, p. 123.
28. Glassow, p. 123. &—4¥em&

29. See Robert Anderson, ''Geology of v Santa Rosa,' in American Association
of Petroleun Geologists Bulletins, vol. 33, part 2, £12, p. 2062

IS »
30. Glassow, p. 124-128.

31. See Jones, entuny Tuesday, March 5, camp #4.
32. See Jjones, p. 218.

33. 1ibid., p. 207.




4. SIbid., p. 269.

35. 'n,m."’;.p. z‘za.' R T O A

2

36, See Noticias. p 9 10

by ,37; é&he National Park Service guidelines for the list of - Classified Structures
‘ ;;aybe found’ mws 29 ; Chap.s 38 - - . :
27 Category A - Struccures tnat must be preserved
Category .B - Structures that should be preserved and maintained.
Category C. - St*uctufes that may be - preserved and: maiutained o
Category D - Structures that should ‘be. disposed of, demolished.'or.altered: /:{%
: - for some: other management purpose. - R : oY

38. "Chapter V of NPS Management Policies categorize cultural ‘resources as follows

la: Resources that indivieually possess ‘national significance )
JIIb: ResouZrces that, while. not individually possessing national o -
. significarce,: contribute’ to the established significance’. - . .-
Ila: Resources that meet the basic¢ criteria for listing in the Nacional
- Register of distoric ?laces and. one of State or, regional significance. .
1Ib: Resources: ‘that meet the basic- criteria for listing in’ the National ™, ' N
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Answe:s o thﬂsa>¢xestionsv°ntailéd the,develonnent’of
a thenatxc c\assxfxcatxon &nto w\'ch each’ strurture or stte

roun could be categotized. Many of the known hxs;ortca‘ :
C] 2 ) : Y %

resources £all under. mnre than one category. the classifi-
cations were:

1. Z=conomic

2. Architectucral

3. FEthno-Tultural - e

4, Militarv

. 5., Tndustrial anl ?echniq§1

Research ootentidl .is one of the orimacy Pederal cci-

teria of siqnifiéancé (35/2§§»6016)ﬁ In deélinq”hith‘the'
tesea:ch vzluns of hxststxc sttes and structures on Santa
psa Usland, 3 odroblem was faced in that araionxcxans noc-.
mally have not bdeen in:erested in questions of a subregional
nature. While general histories of Califocrnia abound, Yroad
research questions on the historical develooment of mor e
localized units such as :hé Channel Tslanis have not vet

.

energed.

with the exception of certain urban histories and com-
qunity studies, local nistorv is frequently written Sv jour-
nalists or long-time residents of an acea, trather rhaa v
trainad reseatch scholars. The histAry accounts thezefore
most often take the form of '3 genzral chronolojgical nacrra-
tive, »r they utilize a tooizal framewock instead of orovid-

ing a retrospective analvsis of comparativa data oc attennt-
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‘ing -0 develoo a systematic a:ﬁroa;h to analyzing the

processes involved in the cultural development of a smaller
tetion. e T . o
This pattern often tnlds, even when local history is

written Sy those with graduate training in history, 25 evi-

densed in such works as Adelaide L. Doran”s The Ranch That

Was Robbins”: Santa CTatalina Island (1963) or the nnce

recently oublished book, Anacapa Island (1983) bv Lois .

Roherts. This is - oerhans heginning to chanqe, albeit

slowly, as o2ublic historians are joining acchaeolojists and

.geoqrashacs in lodking at subregions.

3acause the cultural cesource’ value of a site oc struc-
ture can only be adequately assessed when it has been com-

sareéd to others in the rezion of which it is a oart, the
dearth of past Aata about the Channel Islands in fgeneral,

and Santa Rnsa Island, soecifically, makes the task 9f

assigning significance difficult. The 1iscussion'section
whiph follows, thecefore, is not meant to exhaust the full
ranqge nggossible cesearch values so much as to nrovide ‘
examples of Yow the historic resources on Santa Resa Usland

might olucidate cuccent or ootential research interests and

oroblens.
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_Introduction

)

Ganta>Rosa Island, lxke thD othnr Phannﬂl’tslands, has~

a rxch hxstorxcal leqacy. h° ‘eatliést hxstorxcal contact

o

was- made bv thn Gnanxsh navtqator Juan Rodrxauoz ”abtlllo 1n

1542f1543. In fact, som° have soeculated that haﬁmav have

¢

been Sered on thxs xshand in 1543 1nstead f nniqhbor\nq

P

San,%xquel Islani (Hﬂxznz 1972). E

dovelooed thn‘ sla1d to meet their nepﬁs.“ Poanxzanr of the

importance .of rocoqﬁxz'ng and 1den»1€v1nq this hnr\taoe,van,

agtempt was made to collect 1nformatxon on the 1sland s
‘man-made,enyxronment durznq,the Mexican and ‘Anglo-American.

deriods of California Histdryﬁ This era nf occuoztion an4d
lanH'use on the isl%nd hb=gan in the 1840s, roughly £w9nt0r

"ve years after the last Chumash left Santa Rosa Islawd ‘Ot»

the na'nland to bn banptized by Tranciscan mxssxonarxes. -

The objective of the historical research reoorted here
was to identify the nature and locations of historical
archacological resources. These resources miqht\intludeA‘
renains of buildings no iondér standing or extensivelv modi-

fied, remains of facilities associated with tanching and




P

St

el

facxlxties oE hxstorxcal 1moortanﬁe,'aﬁd trash dumos adfa-

cent to or sone distance f}om thn locations at whxch the

: fore o » ,

trashvwas“ganérat°%;? thowteﬁ<s around thﬂ coas*llnﬂ of the

f

island are aﬁoth class of ootenttal hxstor:cal archa°o1oq-

xcaL tesounqesﬂ 'hr"kf ;f“ ) ' s ' ‘ =

ST g sl o . S . :
The significance of historical archaeological resources .

;s‘ve{v‘ﬂifﬁicult'ﬁo define in 1iJht Of the present status. '~
of knoﬁledqe.m Much 6E’the$siqnificance ﬁébénds*ubod the B

amount of wrlttnn [2) 4 o:al 1nformatxon regatdan th°

- ‘» y o~ e _r..

resource . IF lmttle or no iocumﬂntatxon °xxstsufor a qxven

:°source, 35 wasu~he case thh thﬂ"

~ n

actxvxty on ;he ‘sland 1ts sanxfxcanco as .an a:chaooloqi-'

A B T B

cél tesourcn ‘is anhancei bacause on’v thtouqh a'chaeoloqxca1»

ﬂxnvestxgakxons may- 1n‘o:ma»xon be qenntated. qunx‘xcance

is also defxned 1n terms of the 'esourcn s association w\th

important.- hxstorxcal events or e:as.,'On Santa Rnsa Island,

‘even relatively :ecent~events such as the military use oE

the xslanﬂ Aduring and 1ust after the Sﬂcond World- War a:e
reletively: 1maor~ant.’ Fxnally, sanxfxrawce is dnfani'xn
terns of the inEOFma*‘on ootent 131 oE the resource Some
historical a:chaéological tenains on the island may vield

only verv ambiguous information that cannot he effectively

out into 2 historic context, whereas others may vield a

wealth nf data oertaining to past activities.




’ value.' Th°y a'e 1nclud°d sxnre‘thnir documﬂntation halos to N

- N

‘Jeﬁly‘sighiiicng;

kVurthﬂrmore, ‘hofe are some area

;oE this stpdy. AAﬂd;txonal arch;val‘research may result in’

resourc#s*tha may have som° sanxfxcance to thn island s ;5,‘~ﬁ,‘
Py . DU M

history.f ‘Some oE thﬂvxdentifxed bu*ldans and facxlitxes,:vﬂ/

K

o
seoarate thon from thoso that do have hxstorxﬂal valua, ;‘\\\
%
Othec resourcas in tha inventory may or'may not be o€ his:’
torical imQOttéﬁte:‘the_avaitablé:data arevnoh'sufficientiia

make such an assessment. Still othnrvrefources ate undoubt—VV

< A & ~ RN s \

however thnxt nature ani loca*lon are . o
v/c e R 4':7 [N

curten;ly u1known. tn th» absencn of -an- Hxstotlc sxtes

)

of atchxval,resnatchr.hat:

Fould vxeli addxttonal‘xnformatxon 5u‘ we—e boyond »hn Sﬁooe

expansion of tHe‘inVentozy and a zlearer identification bf;
thP nature and Yocations -of the historic 'esourcas SO Eat

- . s

1dent1erd

o . ’

Sources on! f rmat‘on

Publisnhed Literature
The investigation bejan with a thorough survey of the ‘
relevant literature on Santa Rosa Tsland. This inrcludend

teading standard County histories, portions of books, 2nd a
3 3 .

fes select articles concerning the Channel Uslands. fCounty



AR

‘
3

of Santa\Satbara, San Luls Obxsoo and Ventura, ”aleornxa

E ‘

~<£"( 891), Charles M. Gxdney, Hxstory of Santa sarbara, San

&1 Pay

‘,uxs Obxsoo, and Ventura Countxes, Caleornxa (1917)

%1cha°1 J. Phxlltos, Hxstorv of Santa Rarbara County (1977)

;and Owen H.. 07 Nexll H1storv of Santa Sarbata Countv (1939)

i B

- PR

Chaaters on 3anta Rosa Island contaxnnd‘thh'n Cha:les

_An \rchaeoloqxcal and 1xstor1-~'

cal Study‘»oub‘xshnd xn Journal of the West (1952 ).

Most of tﬁeSe works were obStained from the Soecial Cols:

3

lections Library of the UCS3 Library, the 3anta Barbaca Pub- -
lic.Librarv, and thé Santa Barbara Historical Society. Each

of thes‘-inégitutions also had a small €ile nf information’

‘on 3anta Ro;sa Island, he bulk of thHe material was not

pecrtinent to this oreliminary 'stndv.

In genzral, these oublished sources orovided only a’
broad orofile of the i:
reoresent a later interpretation rather thai a nontemon

ecord of events. Perhads eveén more important, ta




S SR

bﬁﬁmhx

(_,J‘f"'\'\l)" Zs
»\ f-@‘r’;

accounts wate orxmartlv qenetal “in’ nature anﬂ 5°Idom dis?‘

B ,

cussnd thn buxldings or othﬂr stzuctures.l>Vhen atchitec--: o

< : b
< o -

tural Features werermﬂntxoneﬂ llttlefﬂetaxl was crovxdn

}; W'shotians and wrxtﬂrs have not traditxonallv:_“

¢‘1nt°t°sted in structures that wﬂre not occuored bv erxte

» P N e ne \\ . - ‘,’; L.
=y gv'aersona‘ltxes ot Eamxlxes. Indeed,,xt xs onlv in recent - ;

O <

xncludﬂ all oE the Hxstorxc reqouzcns tha* contt\bu*ﬂﬂ to a;,

R given acea s,lip- g»envxtonment = In othhr:wopds, rqééérchv?

R

ture was gene'ated by local governmnnb, vxsxts wore'

E i made to va:xous Zounty of Ganta Barbara oublxc agenrxes.'

. Thnsa 1nr1ud°d th° Countv Qeﬁo:de' s offxce, County
,\SS°SSO! S. offxca Zlerk of the County Boari oF Suoorvxsors,

, )

: : ;y 11 of Rorords,.=nd thﬂ gountv Survevor '5- offxce._:,:,"

" L

: T Very lit:lé'infotm;;ion was qa:nxs?ed LromAthese og-;g955

Museum of Vatural Histery S .

The Channal Islands Archives at the Mussum of *Natural.
Histnry were also ¢onsulted.. . This cnllection, so far as
3anta- Rosa Island is concerned, consists oredominantly of

xeroxed nublic records: wills, proverty transfers, mort-




Santa ‘Barbara’ Neus4Press. served as a v,
tegent of’ the University of - Ca‘ifornia
> few months managing)his great uncle s, A P
- ‘ranch. r X ) houever. the’ Santa.,<
S Rosgoginch had’ aumaximum o£780, 000 sheep grazing at anx_one time (fee Towne,
P: N B e e TR A

5

,",’49». Towne, p: 207, 7 ‘ '~_ e
- v . L L S

50 Thayet as quoted in Tovne, p 207 ~L“

Sl :or ‘an excellent discussion of sheep¢shearing, See "S\eating Iime on
Santa Rosa, Island" in, Ovetland %onthly, May 1893

52. Stotx. p ‘80 and 366

“Other notables to visit the isla d include Governot Earl Harren.
Channel: Islands atchiv 1 useum oE Naturalv!‘ustoryr
,_001353) :

),“

‘53
file
contains the lull text of Brown s ptoposal

rl
. - - v

Sé. Tbid.e A . - . s

550 Ibid. . R Y
36. . Towne, p. 212, o A R 7
: . . o . - ~. ‘f - ‘7 i 5 I "o )
$7.. Doran,. p. 198. O',x\‘e'ill'. p. 366 - - : 5"'6'; -

While' cattle in the 1930 § "'came- lean from Mexico and unen taken off in
spring are teaoy for the slaughtet nousz," Vail ‘and Vickers' islan xranch i, LI
today is rio, longer devoted €0 finishing beef stock Today the ca t‘e are . - -
‘merely fattened up on. the island "for two wet seasons' _beFote being - taken. to
the mainland’ uhere they. graze on a’feed: ~lot ‘before- being sold ( "an Islandian
on the Islands," SoutHetn Calitornia Quarte—ly, Match ‘1963, vol XIV 01 i T

e .
SS Dersonal Communication ‘Paul,Collius, Santa'Barbata ‘Museun oi Natural;
History. . . . f . e L - ] R

< . -

. 59. Personal Communication 3ill ”allace . The history and’ signi‘icance ‘0f
? the oil. company's, presence on the island is a refearch topic which! desetves‘

— luttnet e-pzaas;';;: _€saengTien

60. Santa Barbara Histotical Society Collection #37, Channel Tslands.fhips

" B

Story, dated Dec. 13, 1953, "Santa Rosa Island Main Job: D<—e«cu ,
Chuch Hillinger, Los Angeles Times.
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”1783) DT : ‘ m T D

6ﬁ . ~'A* ‘“'f;‘ SR '“HQ ' Set”

'62' In Fe uaty 19467, the v.’s. Navy - requested that;they be alloved L d ,*

construct “two- observation sites for. "?ilotless aitcraft ‘units;"- elec ronic. .

tests were- alloved and entry permits were issued by the 1andowners ( Channel
Islands: Atcnives Santa . Barbara Yuseum of Vatural »istorv. Folder 0887 andt

63. The Army negoriated with Vail and Vickers in 1941 to lease six acres-
atop Soladad Peak d&s a "site for' a listening post;" the lease was. for $100
a year and the Army was to construct a by- pass road,: tebuild chutes and )
corrals at tne ranch ‘and ‘add to and repair the uhat‘ at 3 hers Bay.-« Tbe v
cattle boat, Vayuero, was. requisitioned by the War. Production Board to )
transport cattle which was. raised on Santa Rosa Ysland fot the war effort. o

PR

Ibid. , E L . ‘
64. Giassou.“ép. S, 132." c . o S s
65. Ibid., pp 131-194 ' ‘: R j;‘,’ :ﬂ_‘“]"5~ -”—;[f f%r‘

parc 2, p.

QOrr inttoduced certain. modern analytical approaches including radio carbon »

.dating to establish chtonology orr was also- the- firse. archeologist in: the‘

region concerned with’ the analysis of tegional distribution of - sites «which'

‘;according to Glassow- today "comnrises a major .'segment -of -all’ atcheological
.endeavor." (See Glassow, pp 5=6. :

66. Doran, p. 200. g .o : : . .

Survey" (3(lkten: Southern California Academy of Sciences, 1946) vol 45,

John C&jstock "Contribution from zhe Li Museum--Channel Islancs 3io ’,~
07.

\‘5;“&%‘9\ . -




géé?s;rand court dOCUﬂ“ﬁtS.\ whmle some oE th° 1nstrdﬁgng§$
X e
wote usnful, most were not‘ mhe collections 1nclud_1‘i

. .

R

'reoort\”nt\tleﬂ an Vl;uel Is and andg Qanta Rosa Island Ubyﬁ :

c. D Voy, Fxrca 1893, aw unoublxsh manuscrxot xnro<~d

ftom tho orqunal at the Sancroft L;brarv. Althouqh thﬂ‘

reoo't is otxentei to qﬂoloq{, thﬂ’author does, make sonu

erence to‘structuros on tha 1sland L

ALSO‘thhxn tha Holdans of thn Chan1°1’tsland5a

£

e e —»"-.‘/t o g ST -
,Lgé;ion oh';he,Chagnelttglands<fon~ghﬂ Xrgh}vqs .

oF “he %usﬂum.« Thekdrawans idnntlfy thp footnrxnt of vazm-

ous buxld'nqs -on Santa. Rosa Island awd q've,SLZn i\ﬂﬂns‘ons.-
Q .

Th°S° ﬂraw;nqs are eacn an_ .a snoatage 3 1/2' x' tl?‘sheét:gnd

xnclude:

‘China Camd

Bulldxngs on Old Ranch
Bun% houses on Santa Rosa Island (old and new)
Large barn

‘Small barn

3i1l1 and Prue”s. hous°

8is Youse I
Red- House and outhousn
- Schnol House

Lighthouse v

Line shed and olatform
Large outhnuse <

Ol3 2zamy barracks

14. Secale anAd dehorning chukes
15. Staircs
16. Garden shed to main house

11 D D W T W O~
WO e o e :

Future reseatch,would he greatly benefited by the




these olans, cataloded'bﬁdef'ééceséion'%????i ~Effo{tsfto

L ob~a'n ootmxssxon to'ma<e cooxe" of the d:aaans Fot thxs

v:eoort was n thet con;xrmei nor denxei by the Musnum

AR

bocauso‘thn Vaxl family, whxch reserves the rtht to teQ-5

urlct access to materlals{:ﬂ'd not re%oond to earlxer staff

I

requests for clarification as to whxch materials should be

restricted. .

Map and Imaqefy:nébofatories
The J”SB ﬂao and Imaqery Laboraforv (hous=d in tho Waxn

Library ) conraxns blaﬁk 314 whxte aerlal ohotoq'aohs of tho‘

[t

xsland taken iv 19’9 (sﬁale 1: 19 000). The‘maln:ranch

- g

'buxldxngs aze vxsxble xn °rames ”-ll, 3412 F-‘l anﬁ

Othnr s;ructures nay be,vtsxble in ?rames 3 10, and A- Sp but
the Rancho:V;e)o;seems‘tp havg already‘disaoogared froi,the,
landscace. The man and imaqery :oliectién also iné}édéé g,
S. Coast and 5Gendetic Survev Mans dating Zrom the 1873s (U.

S. Coast Survey 1872-73, U."S. Coast and Geodetic'Su;vey:

1334-33).

Pérsonal Zonmunication

Yistorians have increasinglv realized tﬁé valne of oral
:estimohy to reconstruct the oast. Not onlv ace many deéi-
sions and actions suéh as constructing a workmen’s bdnkhsuse
nnt recé:ded in writtén form, bSut responses to spvecific

guestions may sharoen nur %nowledge of an area’s history.




Unfortunatelv, Al Vatl of Vatl and chkers -omoaﬂv,‘

v “

1sland S structu:os. Jﬂr.» iward Smxth, hﬂ‘son oE C.
i . e

Smxth, an: natly day Lorenan of tha Santa: Rosa Island \as
been Eamxlxa‘ thh ;he xsland sxncﬂ his: bxrth in 1916

:oq;;offetedhvaluable:assxstange, . Mrs. Woollev was intec-

4

view ed in D°t$0n on Marcﬁ 17, 1982, and %:,‘ém;th by gefe—’

phbh'e on April "28'_a’nd,'2‘9’ 1932

- Histdric

xn 1841 by ;ha Juan A‘vabado, Gove'nor of A‘ta Paleornxa

z

'In‘184-, Hanunl Hmrhﬂlto:ena 5°cam° Governor, and the xsland'

@as re-3ranted by the Mexican Governament to r'at'l.os ang JDS°
Carfillo in 1843, Soon the:eafter, thn‘xsland Dassed intn
the Hanﬂs of the two ‘auqhters of Carlos,-each of whom haé
~ma::ied an ﬁmp;xcaﬁir John C. Jones, the IJ. S.-Consul, to tﬁo
Hawaiian tsl;hdsy(;hen known as the Sandwich Islznds), and’
Alpheus 3. “Thombson, 2 schoonear cabtain,‘gebame ;;tt awnets’

of Santa Rosa Uslani in the 1840s. Jnones and Thomoson

formed a paztnershiv and stocked the isiané with sheeo

(Mason 1883:250; Letter £zom A. B. Thompson to T. Wolgott,

’
el

June 12, 1857).




xsla1d After vears of littqatxon, Jonos emﬂrg°d vxctotlous}

but Thonoson Had since died’ (rernald 1954 103 104).»

BN [ - ’
S . . B D 4

Thomoson s sons solﬂ thnxr half Lntetest Ln tho \sland in

1859 to two of tho Morae’ bto.\ors--alﬁx °., and dnn'y Ht

S
o, o

—Albert Thomoson wrote .to John Dana tha* hﬂ'was luckv to

1939 366)

‘WA(;P.'%o:g,”

The Motes were vignrous entreorensurs, ahd they made
extensive: imdrOVﬂménfs’on the iéIanﬂ They increased.the.

stock of shoﬂo ani xntroduced race‘hotsns for a lurratxve San'

ncisco market. -amlly-oznci stnamshxos r=1u1atly ooe'at 4
etween - thﬂ 3ay area, More”s Landing at. Galeta, 2ad thn

island,. especially a;:e' ”owsu:uchon of diers at bofh o“th

atter locatinns in 1873, t that same time, it was teoorted

that "roads for wagons and cacriages now traverse the most

important 2ivisions of the {sland” (anon. 1874:210).

By 1374 there were 50,090 shean on the island, and wool

sales amounted tn ovar $100,00) (Mason 1833:257)., Dominance

of the sheep raising activity on the island had two




ortaxnan :6‘thé-busfnéss oe

P : o - -

shearxng and ra san,,haen had to be: c0ﬂsttucte4, xnrludan

ba:ns,.shﬂis, and bun«housns.: Un‘ortunately, tHo wool

7% T market. beq51 ro declmna stnadxlv after 1876. Voverthnlesg,

- - <

2 I ii'@as *Hp.'on ral econonxc aftxvxtv of thP xsla1d as 1ong

s o

AU a3, the Wores ocnﬂd 1* (seeLSaan'aﬂcxsco ”all Vovenber 19, .

1883).: Tndxan, Mnxx"aﬁ,'and 1atet, "Hxnese mon were btouq\t

K

4~“ oven to the xsland From Gan ~as Barba'a untxl tho tutn of tho“

- . ) N o

‘.OHS

"'fsﬁée§.' vetanzas and ca‘o:fu1'colb5

But 2

( anua'v 29, 1999, Aus*xn 1953 10).

e

dent of June 15, 1895, on the rundow1 ronﬂxtxon of A f?;
‘Mor-2”s ranch 5n Santa Rosa Tsland testifies to the iecltnan

~pt0€§tabi1ity.‘ “nanwhxl-, othe: economic:actxvxttes, lgke

T

the gat her\nq of aba‘onos ani fhelr shells, hail brouqﬁt the

FCHinése to‘thn shores of Santa Rosa Usland: duran the 1as*

gquarter of the nineéeenth centuty.
N ‘While cattle had been introduced to Santa Rosd Tsland

as early.a2s 1842 by Captain'\. 3. Thomoson, andrhgﬂ'alsg

o “been included among the vMor.es” "inventory; it was not-until’

~
[

the islan? was sold in 1901-1902 to Walter L. vail and John

o. Vickers of Los ingeles that raising and £eeding beef cat-

tle replaced sheep as the princioal commercial enterorise.

s 1ett=r by ».'E,ISh rman xn thn %anta Barba'a eek‘v Tndeoen-7 

o




1)  what impo:tant historical,tréhds‘and events Sccurred on

‘thg* thﬂ Va11 and chker

s 8

’(Wn\qht 1963 5),,%

,;,k

,nv‘ <

been unﬂﬂr cultlva*xon.

bullt and thn Ja'l ani chknzs Comoany "onf\nues to use tho

‘e

\sland orlmartlv for- lxvestork 1zazan.

o

‘Thémésfgg'RistoriééI¢Si3hfficSnée'ﬂ

o \,'

¢

resources assocxated thh Santa Rosa Island °s ye:a1 g§p%'

fa,

eral r°s=afch cu°s~xons wnre as<ed in order to helo identify

.

these eultural resourcns-' ' ’ L

. ,

“

the island?‘

.

What important individuals dr grouos weré associated-
with the island? - -

‘island,‘n°ar the maxn\ranch comolex has at4vati0us'timés U

what specific structures or facilities were ¢onsfructséd

on the is‘ nd 2nd are no longer $tanding?

What known shiowrecks occurred in the neiarshoce waters

of the island?




nature.

Economic

q'(

Rosa tsland;

Reqﬂarc‘\ Doten( al

.2. hcchitectural o ©
3. ﬁtbhofﬁéitﬁréi' ;
4, Mxlxtatv ; 71
‘ Induatrtal ani Technxcal

¢

a o'ob1en was fared 1n that araiﬂnxcxans nor—

m?‘lv have not beﬂn 1nunreqted xn ouostxons of a "ubtnqxona1

tesezazch quest ions on the H~stor1ca‘

localized‘un;ts such. as

éne;ﬁgﬂ.

;he

Hannel

Islanﬁslhave not-

Wbl le qnneral histories of Caleo:nxa ?bound broad

5

development 513 mo:gv

vet

with’ the excaotxon of cnrtaln urban \xs orxes awd ron-v

munity studies;

‘nalists or long-time residents of an,area,

most often hake

local

Zzained research scholars.

the

history i

tive, or they utilize a tooic

ing a ret

rospective analvsis of

is E:DQJaﬁtlv wr|tten bv )our—

a2l framework

tather than;?v;

inst

€ozm nf -a qeneral chronnlojical

The history aceounts therefore

narra—f

2ad o‘ orOV\d-

comparative Jata nr attemot-




B ’a

B . ot . N LT

Thxs pattern‘often Holﬁs,leven ann 1oral historv xs

wrxtten by t‘ms° thh qraduate t:axnan in hxslory, a" °v1-v

e

innﬂed in such wotks 28, A4elalde L. Dotan S. The Ran"n That

Was aobbxns Santa ”atallna Island (19 3) or the 10:}

ecentlv\oubltshod book,-Anacaoa Island (1983) bv Loxs .

I

Robﬂrhs. Thxs lS oorhans beqlnnlnq to rhanq albﬂxt

slowly, as 3ublxc h\stottans are 101n1nq archanoloqxsts

,u

gooqraohots 1n loo&lnq ar subreqxons.,‘ T a

R Sncaus= thp cultural tesoutcntval)e‘bfigzsif

a v R

ture raﬁ :only- be aiﬂquately assessed wheﬂ iﬁnh§s>§éeh‘bqﬁtﬁ

‘ :aredgto others in. the teqxon of ‘which -it, xs ‘a, oart, the

'

dearth- of pas* data about the, ”hannol Islaﬂis in qnnctél-,‘

and Santa Rnsa Island, soec‘f\callv, ma<°s the task o‘

) assiqninq‘signxflcance d;fflcult. The ixsruss'on sactxon

which follovs, the:e‘ofe, is, not. meant to exhaust thé'full

ta1q° oE oossible tesearch v>lu°s sn mnch as to orovxdo

- N

exanoles of how thevhlstorxc resnurces .on 3anta Rnsa tsland

might  elucidate cucrcent or opotential :esea:ch interests 2nd

oroblems.




axnland anisthose on. the ”hannel Islands.‘ Vere rondltxonqv

- - von bhﬂ tsland of san;a Rosa surh tha* only one neans 05 
lxvellhood— shoen oz cattle tawchan-—seemod‘Eavorable’; ]

. da case of m»tely transorting maxnlaﬂd nconomxc artxvxtxes'

Cto thP xsland’

-

wha* 1s the :elatxonshxo of economxc

N &

jnte txons on Ganta Rosa Islani to Santa Sagbara, ot to

“Sén.~ranrxsco’ .Whau were the Affects of ih

S, |

Iz - - -

dxﬂ those 1moac‘ xsland ac.xvxtxes’ WHa* aﬁcouﬂts,;or tho'

£act that Catalina island devnloond a S'nal1 town centérg

{while'Sgnta ®asa Tsland has no more than a ranch cénter?‘f

' Other research might investiqate.Ehe'island‘s‘hisfo:i;

smuggling activi-

Widden economy: tracing the evslution of
ties. From thé diys of orivateers during the SPanish Period’

_to rum-tunn2rs in the davs of Prohibition (perhavs to

today”s drug :traffic), the Channe Uslands have been 2 con-

venient location to engane in oderations’

favored. - Answering suc¢h nuestions will help us »etter ° =

undecrstand the develooment of California’s

is likely that Santa Rasa 1slan<”s historic archaeologv can

early economv; it

hWelo addreéss such research interests.

‘Was.

island;s”trdhé;‘

the government 4is- -




Tha study oE th# Amorlcan famxly nxt 1s‘becom1n1 an Q

. -2 ' ) -

B y ¥ N

'ncteasanly 1moortant focuq on local hxstory It 1s lxkelv‘

;tha* tﬁo's*ructures and siteq of tha %ore fam'lv -on santa

Rosa Island can 1nform 38 1n im:ortantwways as. ‘to how thP

family chanqod‘ovet tiMe, esoecxally in the con;ext*of its -

e Cé

_«as*ensxon and: eve1tua1 declxnn in’ orosaetlty. Such aues‘ﬁ

txons as how dxd membezs "of the Eamxlv 1nteract thh nach

othar, and how 4id thﬂ‘needs of thn €an11y chawﬂa over txme,

s

‘can’ be oattxally exnlornd bv analvzznq suﬂh thans as tho

ovef the yﬂars.' Interestlnq“cbmo zlsons mxg\t be madn xn

i \ - /

senan how: the nﬂeds oF la;e: orcuoants of tho st:urtute

were ixEFeront From those of the orqunal o4ne: bv conduct-

inq,qtchae@quical research at the site. "Old Ranch," which

‘was Huilt for Ca9tain ilpheus Thomnson, was later inhabited

s
s

by the Mores .and nossibly the Jail's after them.

<

The houses on the'ranchos, 2s wei} as those in the .
pdebloé, were generaliy made of adobe. ‘Lumbeg ;as ﬁgt(
widely-uséd as 2 »uilding material in-Southern Californié
the mid-ninsteenth century, but the record indicates that
‘the facrliést houses on Santa Rosa 1sland we:e.ofvwood.z $§y?
Was tha bufide: marely influenced %v construction métﬂodsl

from another locale, of was he attemnting to anticioate

oroblens unique to the island setting? 1t would alsn be




. 7‘,{\ N - -

)

- ! . . N ’ L - ool ) - N :
‘Ther e at'e a number of structures:on. Santa Rnsa T'sland

ﬁﬁat/dgte back well over.a céntury.. Are architectural

ietails‘on”thﬂ“oldesiwstructuteé reia:e”‘ﬁoré to;tﬁe.

buxldxng K- Eunctxons, the exttene °nv1ronmenta‘ ondftiohs

PN
or°sen“ thore, o: a sparcxty of bu1ldlnq matenals’C

.

-4istofiaﬁs thhxn thﬂ Iast decaie and a half have qxvnn

N < - - vy

mor e attentxon to thﬂ 'inart\culare, .tha“ixs, to,those oeo—

ale or q'ouas who have bean latqﬂlv xgﬁoreﬂ xn the hxstorx-» o

cal records. kwﬁxle the "New Socxal~H15to:v freauentlv
'elvs on comu:ehﬁnq' é' sus data to focus on wagious-
grouns Of ocople hg:gtofore excluded from traditional his-
torical sfudiés, certainly fruitful data must also be ga}-’
vﬁished Eron materials orpserved in atchaool 1cal smtﬂs.~

. Santa Rosa Tsland caniorqv;de such lawcatnries. For éiaﬁ{;
ole, little is currently «nown abbpt the Chinese and the L

develonment .of the abalone industry-on the Chanwé; tsiands=

in the late nineteenth centuryv. %“ho weré these penole? How

aumerous were they? What was their sncial organiza t1 ﬁ_

Under what circumstances 3i2 they come to the islani

economic opoortunitv, escad2 from anti-Chinese laws




n rulture, but also thn %ex1c51s and

T e \ w*'.; . -

. ﬁ‘Thn secluded na*ure oE thn islands may also havo con-j;

tro1led comoatxsons of relevant data concnrnan *hn ”h1n°S°

AL

4) Military s L IR
Wﬁe hilitat?ﬂuSes oEfthe'Channel,iSlandsghéve‘ﬁotlﬁeenJ

systamatxcallv exaﬁin 4” Thete ‘is st ronq °vxdenco ;hat :

P N »

5

: saﬁta Rosa Islani a1d tho othpr Channol Islands woro usﬂi 1n

war-.game exer Cl§°S iur\nq “He m'ddlo ‘9305."The Nayy s, y
. S 4

s,

Pacific rlee» sxmula-ei warwthh an slaﬂd anemy, not unlike

Lz

Japan (personal. communication, Hr.. John Talbott, Janunary’ 28,

Ll9$3). in what’sgch wayéAQas S§hia Rosa Isiaaiiu;iliiéifby'

- - s
-
) v

the militarv?, Is there any correlatxon between these

aztivities and later struétu;es and facilities that wvere »

olaced on the island? Future historians interested in mili-




Inausgfialvand‘?eéhﬁb}oqical;

Thxs a?ooct has ﬂot been devﬂloo°d

. . ooy

3 St
qowever, soﬂé‘

. #

st'ucturee on}%anta Rosa Island quht clarx‘v quost\ons‘

- 'elated to 1ndustr1a1 ani te’h o’oqxﬂal xnnova 1ons. Two*“

- PR

nxfxcaﬁ. resoutces desc:xbﬂd xn thxs chaatp: telated

N e

ﬁxre‘tly to th‘s c\ass1fxca’xon.-*

ures and Sites .and their Siqnificance
" -The identifica% ron nf structures and sxtns oE;Hxstor\C'
t, “

significance on sanra Rosa Islaﬂd has been ﬁade dxfftcult

S

205 ‘néfsit nsooctlon 428, nade. ﬂmvover, oersonp

n

zviess with xndxvuduals Eamiria: with the ¢ anq'bler o

2ins of the i3land, 2s wsll as wr1~ten soutcos, has oto-
s . ’,/
mation udon @which this 9(elxm1nary*éssessmeﬁt Oﬁ

resources has been made. -




Ranche Yiejo - No Lphqe:gS:andiqg

y aotaxn 41pheus Thonoson ronq cted

»Santa Rosa Is‘and A shxo brouqﬁ“ lumbo- xn aq well aq a

icaroenter, aﬂi xn tﬁe fall of 1844,‘3 qood olan< housa"was-
- °7

' built on a mesa. Accordan to ‘eourt documnnts, th° dxmnn-~_

§ions’w§{e;‘24 foet long, ‘15 Feet w;de, and’ 9 ‘ent hxgh

The structure had one door, one qlass‘winaow; one‘;oiridor,

and a shinqle':oofa TWO cortals wcre buxlt in thn eatly ‘;*
years, and there may. have also benn a shott oxer nnarby. -

Rancho lxe)o was standing as ‘of. 1855 but 1;5 hxst0fy ter

»

k h's ﬁa e 15 uncertaxn. Thnmoson had. buxlt another housn by

' | - - .
- = . '

H‘s txme. Rancho Vxe)o mav’ 5ave s*xll boen stani'nq 1n ;hn

8 '

aarlv 1890s. whan 2. D. Vov madn hxs skntr'h of the :.sland,

- N o
i . @,

;=1thouqh e vorv possxbly mxs loca*ed 1t on Nxs man;~

Both w:s.'Marqapet Yonllevy and Me. Sﬂwarérsmitﬁ
‘r.enember a shack Lbca;ed soneshere in the yicinity of an old.
road 2% the end Qflthg‘island referred to on . 0ld mans as (
”Rancho~7ieio.ﬁ Yhether this shack, which apoa:ent}v was
very, ‘weather- -be 1:én ahi,'olé" by the 1920s was "Rancho
Viejo," canhot yet be conclusively deiécmined.’*oixie fhbﬁbr,
son mantioned the "olde house™ on the mesa ih a lette:‘:bra.
3. fhompson, November 25, 18353 (Bgown 1857:63). The 187245}
U. S. Coast’ané Geodetic Survév’Maé alceady calis this afeé'
1Ra$cho 7iejo," verhaps to dfsﬁinquish~it from Thomason”'s

second house.




tt ‘is alsd not- nno"n whnt:n: th° sketch oE “Rawcho‘

uViéjp vcontainod in t\o Mus eum oE Vatu'al H‘stozy ‘s ”nannﬂl

N [a] L

ts1awds Archxves: s’ correct, sxnce xt is 1ot known iF tha ”

; worqans, who maaoeﬂ‘thﬂ ixmenSLOns, knaw whﬂte Rancho Vxejo

f was ‘ocate.r Fu'thErmo:e, th° recentlv—drawn s<°tch,

¢ v e

'Suil nqs on old :anrh Qancho viejo," xndxcates fhat thﬂ

two s*ructures wer.e an. o‘i bu1< house ani a ga:de1 shnd.

Y

*hoso were loca*ed ‘at anechers 3av, not the qnoq'aohxcal

a:oa oF the xslani known as "Ranfho V'e]o. hnze is. also a

nota*‘on on the s<et~h 'wo‘l hand dug Sy %oore (slc). The.

%oros uern navet known to occuoy.Ranrho VL“WQ. Also the»_

. . . % =

‘,dzn nsmons of t\e structure ieox*tei in the'

jin’ the ”our; :ecords of’ *he oe bd., 1 bnlxeve thn evxdnnc=“

“supnorts tho thnsxs bha~ ;hﬂ s<ntch reoresents the secééﬁ'
homo bu\lt by Thonpson, d'scussei bolvw, which 5pa;ently)
has heen ~alled "0Ol4d Ranch” by the Vail‘familv (Hollaﬁd‘

A. 3. T;om9son tn T. Wolcott, June 12, 1857; Dixie

Thompson to A. 3. Thom?son, Noveaber 25, 1853).

é «

)

The site of Rapchﬁ Jiejo is of historiéél'siqaificancé
the nldest Xnown structure on the island. Informationvow
nazure ans locztion of Zanchn Viejo would helo °luri ate
cultural context in which Thompson”s house was buxl; and

changes in land use in which ownecs of thé island were

inuolved.




‘Fqid§§5nth

?ﬁbmpson?stgcoqd qbusef

2

oE thovtslani,'o’acnd a 1arq° nmeer oE Btood %ares th}reon

QS toqether thh a ?1n° Amn:xcaﬁ sta‘lxon, a'lot of qoqs, Rab—

o ";xtsg and Et .'QBut.?ﬁQmpsonad}d»npg 1n4;catgfthe Iocatiqn
" of this howse. . . R

'Acéotding to the historfan whb'has'doﬁe:;h' mnst.

‘?,"~,” thorouﬂh h*s*orxca‘

flf‘;'aa 1939 Aiixtlongllv, Arthur Woodwatd
who, wisited Santa Qosa Island in Y439 an3 1981, d:é&‘i" )
S(ﬂtch in his Ele‘d ant es oE the naxn ranfh conolex at -
Beechers 3ay (cm;ed elsawﬁore in th*s reoor:) Ona nf the

structures he dlotted was labeleﬁ "014 Ranch."

The drawing dona by the Morgans shows the dimznsions to
be 15 Eeei by lz‘feét with a doort openinqgab?:oximately‘]
feet by 7, {eet. ff 4plland is gor:éct-in‘his,?lacinq the
second Thomoson .structure at 3eérchers 3av, it is aossible

that tHe “Mofes moved into this same house i'n 1359 ani lived

¢

in it while theit own larger ranch house was Heing <on-

structed.

According tn Rmnald Morgan, this structure may have

burnad down. Whether it is still standiag or not, the site




) an Awq1o~ utoooan'

%*Monthlv ;;txcle ?1993!100 a* about the sqme:tmme xn;1893,:

veas®y o e

1s ooten*xally szqnxflcant becauS° oE archano‘oqxcal‘dnoo- -

18405 aﬂ§n1860$;,’ L ‘,J “' o {‘*",' P

Moré®s "Upper® Ranch Youse - 9“111 St anixn1, 8ee¢hg;$;§éy~l K

Yoy refezcs to-Aﬁ“P.'“ore s dwelllng ’muso lora pd on Y

‘

31a~eau a1i boan surzounﬂod bv o\no t:ees. An Ovnrland e

v

'gﬁtidﬁs‘fthe hé:ienda;o: :aﬁch"houAe$oE,theVﬁdresgétbnds

-910:235;\" exll 1939 356). J,'“' SRR "'“p ST

chofding‘to Mts.'ﬂa:qa:eésv.jwﬁblley, the gougb:is‘a~
New Zngland salt-b%ox tvoe, §aiﬁtéd white, tft ts'beliééeﬁ to -
ha?e\;gen originally built bv the Mo:es=§n the 1879s. .1t
c?ntains-two bed:oons,'aylivinq foom and a kitchsn. It Has
bean glfeted often. An extensién.was firs+ added to the.
westé:n'siﬁg nf the house, z2oparently in the late nige:égnth~
centurv. &1 ou;ﬁoﬁ: kitched was also added before-the‘

turn-of-the-century, s2 it is told. During the lare 19405

oz early 19505, 2nother wing of the house was added with a
Sedroom and hath. A modern Xitchen was enlarged from the

014 kitchen during the 1973s. The huilding has a fence




5 “This house :eileq s the rhawqinq nature of Amntlcan‘

. .
societv-and its ,attnmnts to mode:nizo. whxle the: House has
) Q

bena qreatlv altnred, the buxlﬂan may-'still embodv signift-

canf Hxstorzc valuoq relat\ng to an: earlxe' leeﬂ"vl° ‘on’ thn

1slan‘ ; Also, the Wores were an imoortant Eamtly in south- f
.ern Pal\EOtnxa ‘or ma1{ voats, and thxs otructure xs onlv

< -

one ‘of. :wo uqoi by tham whxch is known to s'\ll exist (the
ohher is Ln :oleta).. Deoosxtq of hxstorxc archanaloqxcal

,valua assoéia ed wx.h the occuonrion ot the &ousn are

e -

.unioubtedlv 1n ;h ﬁéﬁia;e 'éi’ityt e - :
,':\’ - . " . - . ’ o ‘< . ‘! :

Buhkhopsgcé‘.'A

The 'bunkhouse, hHuilt by .the Mnres For the men who ca'n° ’

¢ over to the«islahaﬂto shear sheep, was e 1 shaaed and two—*‘

©

storied. A dining room and a living room we:eiloca;ed-GOWA-

stairs 2nd bedrooms were located uostairs. Aonarentlv thére

w2s 10 Xitchen in the original bunkhouse,-Sut ons was later

attached. Approximately fifteen vears agn 2 fire broke out

o

n the kitchén and soon engulfed the entire structure. Tha
ccook died in the mishap. A wash shed next to it also - . %
burned. A smaller on=-storv bunkhouss was redbuil: on tha  * 7

-same site within a counle of years. bos

It is dossible that hi'storic archaeological remiins ”

ts use as a <

[» ]
[

a2ssociated with the original buiiding z2nd

residence 2n3d buikhouse exist in the vicinitv of the anidern

building. This site mav have significance in its associa-".




'the pas

‘Barns - 'ééiu S,téhdiriq»,'?a'rtiaiiy h'gkuiiit

Aaorowxmately 300 Feﬂt northwes*»of tho main ranch

\ouse are two la:qo‘oarns whxch are’ bﬂltevei to hav= b°en~}

~bui1t dutlnq *hn wote nﬂrxod of the 1in=te9nth cnnrurv. -One

contaxns a mntal workshoo and ﬁ#rqo 014 shooo{va s. Tha‘
S

P e~ B 2.

;v\n a“tnr 1932), and anothﬂr wo Vshno. Thxs stzuctu:e

i

SRS - ) . o IR I - o ) i o. A
Tﬁess ba:ns ate examolles of structures assnciated with
Pt « o b . ¥ o - S N s ¥ j

Lol ' B ‘. & """u. ,‘ N y § . T »
‘the, early day ranch activity and thus serve 2s important

- . QL - ‘ - A
links to the-dast. Thev are undoudtedly associated with
a:chaealoqical.tesou:qesfinii;;ting'théit original form and .

use,

"Red Youse" - Nno Lonqg:iétahdinq

it was described as a rei house ot
an eucalyotus grove. N» information is

its builder, its age, or its function.

tained three small rooms where Mrs. Margare
recalled cowboys or their families staved. dynanite

was stored in it, and the building was set afire to avoid an

ancident in about 1979,

3
<
.
R
“
A
g
s

Y

B T T Yy (OGP DAY




&

, ings,

i

7"3 11 and D:uncs Houso' - SiilifS:anéinq T : c

> a foreman, @ili,,and “his wife, ?'ue, suilt a nev

tract- like house west of tho oier-in thﬁ late 19505. ‘This
bqild_ihq'_has ho historical significanze.- p

The U.' S. A:m§ 3qildinqs"ﬂ~ ) - c : ?_' -

auwgte: tank, and'a*fﬂaqzoole. ,It was loca*ed on»thn

eas; o‘ the road

flat lands one-half mile of € Pecho ’ea<,

running frod the main ranch area. Most of it has been~rev#“'

the. ‘oundatlons stxll are vxsxble.

eled, a2lthough somé »f

The tank is still there, and nxl°s o€ wood lav clnse o tne
flat zn3 nrotected area where the Small base stood. The -~
warrarks huilding was moved heﬂr the tanch :omdlek.

Given the dfate of construction, the condition of the
site, the existence of intact militari{establishnehts els;—
where in the nation dating from this period, ohe,must;cgn—
clude that this is not 2 site; however, it woul?
certainly be of histnoric interest. «“

F 7 et




1

Althouqh 1ts date oE consttucttonﬁ L unknOWn"thﬂ buxldan

most likely: ia‘ef Fton thn 18705 or 18805. tt was convotted

5 . - % N N -

e :orthe res'dﬂnc° oF thﬂ ranﬂh Eotemaw du:an *ho Vall and -
ngsec,germod. DutL11 tho l9305vth= structu'e waq °xrend°ﬂ
 €d:iné1udg a'kitc;en; It i's now. used as a. houeD for
cwbors . ' . ‘

xsladillorimany years
ke

and would at th° vetv least be ‘a ootnt oE hxstotxca"

intepéste Tt is ocesumﬂd not b° to assocxatA4 w\th n‘s-orxc’

archaeological resources.

- Associated Ranch 3tructures

. -Thece atre a ﬁumbéczof smaller, buildinqs.’ssocxated thh

the tanching activities o E~~h° %o:es and/or vail and V~ck-f

ers. A scale house with deho:ninq chute 1s‘presently

locared néar the two barns at the main ranch and'is 2robably
about a ceatury oldv A {ucrnacz made of brick was con-.

© structed ind 1997 for the manufactuce of a sheed Adio {santa

Jarbara Morning 2ress, March 9, 1897). A liae shed and

olazform ar= alsn evidence of an earlier econonic activity-




—shne

PR . B ’\'\ .

stalls)1and a w‘nﬂmlll Have benn removed

- , .\ ) B

taxsan-—on

’ s 'rhes° sttu’tur°s nav qualxty as sanxflcant cul*utal - ’
B R G- A Sety
N wc‘resourcos ae a reor°snnt=t\on ‘of. t hnoloqxcal 1, ovat\onn
B . A . ‘a

A‘ N

o \rolateﬁ to th° :alsan oE(sheeo. Somo ace. otobaSly 3sso ;—5‘

© —’atnd w'th 5&5;0[1” archaﬂo‘oq'cal d°0051ts refl°ct'nq Phnxr
B N . R . . t . 9’7

.€ormec .uses. o - S e

Aic ?orceiaase

O

‘~§a‘xzed. Tho baso v:s occuotod for te1 voa:s bﬂfore abaﬁ-t
“donment ‘(Oce 1953: 277). ) - T o
Althouqh this base is of interest in. terms of tHe his-

- ‘tocy of ‘land use on the island, the buildings: afe nnt of

unique histori¢al ‘significance. Theze is undoubtedly a suh-
R C o G e R S S S
stantial’ body o€ informationn ahout this base in ailitary
) L ) " ) - . L - . . i i
” acchives. . .

A

Qrz’s Zamo

Just west of Skull Gulch at the head of a shoct coistal
41lly on tha nncthwest coast of the istand Phil Ofr 2ad his

H colleanques zconstructed three soacious sheds. Their conf

[a}
o

lines acre ne2acrly flush with the ground lLevel surzoundiag zhe




qully Eot ototectxon Ftom rhta orevaxllnq wxnd, and choxr

- © , N )

Eloo's are suooorted bycoosts deqreniinq .o thp smdoq oEJthn

M‘qullv.\ T\nxr construrtxon xs oF boards covnred wmth tar

‘oader.

‘tion.

) Aithogéhtfécent in aqge, th 5u11i1nqs hWalo 4ocun=nr 2

) usiqniﬁicaﬁt oetiéﬁ bf,;réhaeolog;gal :eseamch‘qq thg,rslqnd,

B '

The bu;ldinqswaﬁe»éé;hégsf;he moSt’inqsniquél§ éonsttdc:eﬂrf

”oh'the'iSLand.

N ‘.1

leani-'othﬂrs mav Have nxxst-‘ at one txﬂn bu* are ‘no.

10nq=t sPanian. aselow is a lxst of knoaﬂ structurps."

- o

a) thhsonsTbée‘Shaék - locégei'belod‘the-tiqhthoﬁsé éhich
was huilt in 1925. 1Tt was maintain by thn lxq\thouse

s=rv1c= Fot 1a1dan oartleq untxl the Air ?orce 3ase

built.at Johnsons ‘Lee on the south side of the i

" 1955. fﬂfg. Métééfet'v Woollev bﬂlleved it seill ‘$_‘;

but Mz, Siward Smithifelt the shack was no longes
ing. Reqatdless,,ﬁhe shgék,wés.p:obablv’built'at'

time of the lighthouse.

zeck Canvon Shack - .located in a flat ahove.the canvon. '

t is still standing »ut is aoparently in a mich
dereriocated condition. Both Mrs. Joolley and ¥r. Smith

stated that the shack was norobadly militacry-relatedy,

e




-

R

'}"f‘ ‘ﬁthe 1

K

e L

least thn 19205.

rals wep

19505.

bullt.

' c) Chxna.Cano Cabin - A-st ructute w\xch datos “hack to ggQ'

téfﬁtartéﬂléut,as a shack,

’

tt was once again exaandeﬁ

in th°

(2]

and thpn xn:

afe 19305 it w23 enla:qnd sliqh ly ani nnarbv cor—”r

K

Wrs. WOollev s*ated tha~ fhﬂ hou5° is stxll orca—~

sxonally usnd,;and tha; lS orlqlns nav qo back to th° -

WOr° oer\od of:

xslani ownorshxo.

A writec

in 0vetland~

‘onthlv (Aﬂon{mousv1874) hai called the site "Abalone'

?is1°rman s ”amo

"aﬁada»\.aoulca.

‘s

(see Santa Satbara %ornan Dtoss,’Wav 17, 1891).

.

A

o

‘{whxch,

o

gxngxto a contempdraty acentnt,. t

ermen used "long, flat=bodttom o

the noctheast enast,

A qanq oF Cn'nanﬂn

wote btouqﬁ

13

Ls,located on the east:stie of“

'Accor4

: O‘l"f~

the Cﬂxnoso aba‘one,fxsh-‘

»

ats, lxkn the shatoxe of -

[ ., .
orieﬁtaleldokinq sweep tied to the stern instead of the:

ordlnarv oar ‘or. tudiec”

10, 1:8,95) .

helo shear sheep under the ownarshio of

°

(santa Bazba*a‘MorninQ'?réss, vay

Chxna1°1 a‘so were brouq\t to thp istand to -

the Mores. *Ho )

sale of Santa Rn0sa Tsland to Jail and ¥ickers in 1901

eventually ~urtailed the

ers,

203

there 428 most '1ik

ety -ines

easingly less

Chinase contact with the istandi (Santa 3acrbara Morninma

?ress,

July

23,

1909 and M2y 15,

1903).

to t\- xsland to collect abalonn sholls aP varxous txmes ;

sava that it was steered hy a clumsy_‘

¢

shaeep hisiness and the need for ..




anvthan about tho structuie. S\e thouth(xc was otob4l
. S o

ablv bullt bv Vaxl and chkets ln th@ eatlv vears. M:.

va\th cou‘d not’ tecall a shaﬁk near ‘the
B v -7
thp leand. o ‘

‘e)'Weét =‘nL'l—Sl’xac:"( 7 LY sheeohezﬂﬂt s sha~< stands on tho

flats ‘at the west. nni of the. xsland Mt Smxth bol\evee

- f

Lt dakes to th° %ore :ﬂ:xoﬂ-—ﬁro-l900 Thxs ma{ be thn 2‘

} shaﬁ< whxch \usrxn Vrtqht mentlonod to th 9rother in.

~ . L

B u?33, a \ouse nﬂat thﬂ west »nd" whxch hﬂ Had h‘atd ;‘?

s

,not. moanon Lt.,

qunxfxﬂance' h°5° sxtes and structuces. ace meOttant
to the history »f the island. They 1nc1ude structures/asso=
ciated with eaclv.and continiiing e;onomiq'écgiQity'on the
island ani ea:lé‘seétleneht by Certain peoples Many ;:g’
‘uniouﬁtgdiy associﬁtéﬂ w;th historie érchasblbqicai deposits
:eElectfné Activities which took nlace at the shactks or

which -inciuded using the shacks as. a hase of .ooerations.

.Some of the archacological qemains.undéubtedlv reflect use.
N ®

“

by specifie °thn1c q'ouos such as ‘*he Chinese.

< £




ref<s adjaronc to. the
PR : 3 s : .3 % nv'
‘Tshorﬂs oE Santa Rosa tsland ovec tHe yeats. thooan ﬁas

¥ a -
beﬂn a vxtal comoonent oE econon'c‘daveloomon 'Ln Pnleornxa

3

stnce the. beqxnnlnq, and salvaq° oE shxowrec<s have th°

- - o

Aaotentxa‘ ta\yxeli va‘uah‘e nFotmatxon to those st u‘/an

. "

igha evolutvon o trade oatterns. ”

° )
v
o

Knowﬁ shxaw'°c<s near; Santa Qosa Island ‘(as, woll 2s

- . ‘, _z,

Llfted,xn: \rcha°oloq'ca1 Litera ture c')tve'/ an% spnsxtxvxtv

s

VIII 3 573).’ Accordiwg *o DrL

ducted undetwatﬂr archaeoloq‘cal research in.the Ganta Bat-

bara ¢aann31, this ﬂoqumeatrxs the moet'comglete'source”of
information on shiowrecks. This comoilation was sumnle-
mented with othec ‘data sources.

E

Vawsoaoars osroved a. valuable suoplement, a‘thouqﬁ 9r10;

.he 18739 *\e:; wﬂr fes nowsoaders zovering the local

scene. Ne;éoaae:s for the dates of Shiowreéks mentioned ‘in

..

4 . .
sec onda'y sources were chacked, 1In instances uhere xAown

shipwreéks occurced in eacrlier veats, shinning P‘axms
re:otds’of‘insurance'gom?adies:havs heen uééfdl,to those
condurting reseacch, although none w2s consulted in this

oceliminary survey.




‘\;:alqn

VDLRQw% -at examole, a Junn 12 1902 xten in tha Ganta»sa

on tne tsland-rthov 1us* haaonne% to b° in- th° vxcxnxtv whﬂn

. K K

mLsEortune,surH s-thxck foq 9:=stormv<weather occutreﬂ.

Thdse¢local ttaFEtc boats enqaqnﬂ in thn eatllor economxc,

aft\vxt\es o@ th= 1slani, such ae steaners cartvan ﬂattle,

's1an flas- ootton bozts, ac junks transoortan I

~ Wb
n-n

Cainase shearers ot sheeog'often,recexved mentipd in thé

tocal hewsb;ae}s, but thev do-not show.un in the‘records of.

Lnsu’ancok ompanies,-which é:é_biaéed téward‘insu:able éhi9—7

'
A

Ltn

bara %o:nxng Dress Lnﬂica»ed that a qa'olxne—aowornd

5,

srhoonar, Pzancidé ’—valued at 53500 sank batueen :anta o

Rosa a1d -Santa Cruz tslands. The same ngwspa?er—;eported on,:

»May 15, 1903, that a 28-foot boat owned hvy Chinese had sunk’

sn the lee side of the island. No other information was
given; oral histories would he necessary to leirn more abdut

these shaller schonnars that sank. As far as <an he dater-—

mMined, & list/of these smaller crafts has never been com- * -

K : -

kY

N The oreviously-mentionad 3LM study assessed the cul-
tural :gsoqrce valué of. each shiowreck »ased on a) r@tity'of'-
the vessel, ) age of the vessel according to the date it\'A
was constructed, and ¢) tha orobable status of its dreserva-

tion (Yolume T, Techaical Reonrt, o, 1V-113). 1t then

assigned a naumecic value to each resource 2s follows: a)




classxflcafion of san'fxcance. hote an 3%:eras< aaoears;{

. («), thp 8L studysd;d'qo; 1nc1udg information on :hxsf
shxpureck. The listkisfinfch:onoloqgcal Q;dé:;‘

o r‘ . . < - B 7 N >
. . Ses

. Thn Golden %ocb-f' (Hodarate sanvacance) Julv 25 taai.

3r\t\sh, Four mastnﬂ xron.; ’at:yan

carco oE coal.‘ Loca*ed 1/4 mxle oFf

~;S;V, sho:e.of xslani °artxally sal-

W

‘°ress, July 23, 1993 Santa aarbara

Vews-Dtcss} July 25, 1963, Watch'w’

1970. )

‘=ngtand-- - (moderate significance) Novembecr 7,

1894. .British. Gave Wreck Canvon its

name. Off South sife nf islandL

Sourcdes: Santa BSarbara Morning. 2ress,

Novedber 13 aad 14, 1893,
Magic-- ; (*) Augus: 21, '1899. Probablv an Ameri-

can schomner or fishing Soat. 3elonged

to Catalina Zonserving Tomnany.. Source:

Santa 3arbara Morning Press, Seotember
5, 13899.
Aqdie Norge—- (¥) 1915, Norwegian Registev. 1573

+ons. Sank off West ead of island on




R R

b

Talbott Shoal. Source

Santaféaf$éra«

Auqust‘22 1971.:

,l“

a

to San °°dro.; San< oFE W t shore.\

H’ e Jels e st - Sources: San a rbara Wornan ?znss,'

2 5

éy'zi} 910 %tuce 3 %A:man Vnﬂvclo—

-
e

R K - - ‘- . . {
TSl oedxa f \m°r1can thowteﬂks (°u11 c1ta-

(aan‘fxcank) 1910. Sou'ca

Lrte:at te Survav Voluna tt,

v - ce

S “,';;,(li-' dxces,,p. VIIP B 5131; Lo

[

‘(insiqqificant):seotembetlz; 1944, 94

S tons; Built in 1939, 'Ran-on nil, secres
et - propeller. Local newsoaser did-not: .

-cover it (defense teasons?) Sources:

Sruce N. -3erman, Sncvciooedia of Ameri< s .

N

K can Shinwrecks, ». 210.

en

A:istoctéiisie (modnr telv significant) Oaﬂen 1@4?.‘

Salvaged. Source: Science ‘Annlica-

tions, Ine,, Archagological Litsratire

Sutvev ‘Volume 11, Aopendices, o.

Vo 3 VITT.3-502. o




“ (insignifica

Sourc9"~ Sci'nc° Anolx-

(-.A
N z

ca ions tnc., ch\aeola11cal therature

Survev, Volumn It, Anonﬂdxcas, Dg '  s
vtre, s-sos. L Ll

(an'qnzfxra1t) June 2, 1954.0 ey

°anamanxan :eqxstﬂtei Frethter. “carcy-

xng 10 000 tons oE coal, was en:out° to

Iaoaw. "V'°c<°d nna ‘teet oEF“the xsland
naa:tS<uﬂ< °oxnt. SaUICOS' Santa Baré

O ' “ AN t

bara*“nus-’rnss, Iune 2\, 1951,vJu1° 21,,

q)*February 7,-¥96

tyoe ‘reid Eer, eq's t ed in \lahama.

30

was °ntoute Erom Jaoa1 to V\lman*on. . B
Stegl vessel; 5,131-tons,' Ran on steam,
scres progeller. - Built in 1914, »
Wrecked between‘i}us:ei ?Qint}ané South .
?ogqt, southwestléért oEVis}and, ‘  ;

Sources: Santi 3arbarca News-Press,.

fehruary 7, 1962; Sruce D. 3acdan, Engv =

clooedxa of American Shtowreﬂks, n. 235;

Adrian L. Jonsiale and 4. R. Xaolan, A

Guide to Sunken Shios iA American

waters,




suesitol M, K, >
smbitinus reams for this 2i-
ciive stootlacre bndy of
!und
*Camain Chase pramicrd us
that we wauld reach Saniz
Ros2 in four hours —. i! ihe
breeze held.out. -
“He had crossed the chaa-

nel’in three and a hall. Tac

Siar of Freedom wes capadle
6! duing iU in three and a
guzhier, hut she was 2 biie
pecuiias; and required picny
of wind 1o develop her hest
*.sailing qualitics. . . .

“The nrocze
lonz befors we rcached the
norikern noint of Santa Cruz]
and we ..ad the pleasure ‘of
* partzking of his wod chees

. and slesping that night oa
board his wayward lit ile cralt,
1ulied by the sang of the gx.lls
ang¢ ihe drowsy swell of he

Cosea. T L o
T o) was not until the aext

_"¢ay at nnon that we were enz-
bled 10 make a Janding ai the
“whar! of More's ha'::.o‘. ...

A largs proportien of the
snil is adobe, packred haré by

rains of hygone centuries.
gn ing, -in the absence of
.:mb-r rather a hleak appear-
ance'to the island. . -

Al it reguires, however, is
cultivation to- make it procuc-

| tive, .

.'. “THE VALLEYS consist of
alluvium and sedimeniary de-
posits, xashed down from the
adjacent hills, intermixes with
shells and debris, originally
éesosited by the ocean, form-
ing<a succession of siraia ex-
1endmg [ depl.h ol 15 or 20
{eet.” -

! The natural fenility of this,

soil is remarkable."Each val-
ley is lilled with aa almost
. mpene:.-a‘ale arowth of alfi-
leria, wild oais. bir clover.
native ~ prasses, weeds and
- varinus nutritious hesbs, suu-
able for pasturage. .
“The hills are gemlv round-
ed, with spacious visias on'the
- tops, destitute of trees, and

I 1cndmg broad easy slopes.
7.2 with slight declivity, toward

deserted’ us.

. “THE SOIL is adapicd 1o

the .orowth of wheat, hariey,

oats and other cercals.

“n is casily wrrked alier
ins, ané o lar as.

.;a\'_v
vears.
) o o!
wnuié pe in.

¢ '075

kas sheadvy heen

seessiully culiivated. with a
vicld of 68 or 70 hushels 10 the
acre. . -

- “In the shehered valleys”
© most of the fruits known to

temperate chmes would
fluerish.

“Apples, * peaches, pears,

plums, apricots, cherries;

quinres, eic., would seem to

e wel agapied 10 this sesion.
Thcre are many §7

nanaks where figs. olives, al-
“monds and walnuts would
pranably atiain perfection.

*Grapevines might also
vield sond crops where they
are ot o0 much exposed to
the cdol sca-breezes: ol sum-
mer.

- Divided irtn farms of 200
or 300 acres each, Santa Rosa
would be an excellent_field for
a grand colonization en-
1crprxse.

(The wr ites had lintle thoughe
of the marxeling or iranspor-
tation probdlems of such a ven-
ture.)

“There is no place in Cali-
{ornia where a more eguabie
and healihiul climate is com-
Yined with so large an area of
available land, subjec: to indi-
vidual control."”

“IN MY RAMBLES about
the island. | was impressed
with its capabilities {or many
novel and interesiing expeni-
racats in céditien to the home-
iy though profitable pursuit of
sheep raising." B

Mr. -More suggested io him

the poss:bnlny ‘of establishing
& ‘tourisi-atiraction there, and

. "he-let his imazination wander:.

with' 7

anelops  z2nl other
sramaivarous  animals come .
m0n 1o the remnie 2n€ thialy
sesled paris ol oir coaatiaent,

anis, the Aus a

the Engiish lopcareé rabbn..
the liama of Chile“2né Peru,’
and various other rare -and

curidus amna‘s from !omzn

enuntrics might- 2iso he in-
troéuéed, so that in the course
of .a few vears an .area of
15.000 or 20.000 acres-wnould he
stocked with an ahuniance of
same. ...

“Gace carsied lmie ellect.
ihere is no reason v dnunt
a2t swh 2n enterprise would
not only pay in the shipment
of game 10 San Francisco. but
wouid render Santa Ross 3
place of popular resort Inr
travelers from al} pans of ine
world.

“When the English, Russiag
or German tourist can, ‘in 2
few fhours. be landed on-a’
neautifel island. where he caa
chese the huffalo. the elk and
the deer, and alwayvs be sure
! some trophy of his .skilt,
fe= would pass over this coas?
without spenr‘.mg 2 day or two
at Sania Rosa.” .

HE POINTED OUT that the

« climaie was svitadle, the graz-

ing abundant, and the range
ample. Sheep and catle had
adapted themselves 10 the is.
lané environment, aad,_ cther
animals would, too. e
It _is_100 commen an error
in_California t0 ¢ic ;Zu!"' aﬂ
novel cascgntions, thm
ciscredit upnn new .en- *
terprises. . i e
“Californiz .ailess the ‘heg hest
lield for -ths jatroduction nt_.;
novelties in_agriculiure, stoch .
ralsng and nmdrercﬁlects. 7~ .
is:zthe vlimit, Ja
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