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Foruard
Fart of the feascinntion of the Caoco Canyen is its is&latiea and
zolitude, Yei, an svazing number of poople have S?@&ﬁ considerable tirn

im tho Chaeo, and each hos an almost incxhanstible supply of stories &"

wheiy peried thore, unr aﬁﬁemaﬁa here are limitod to recerding, sum

x

un, and in seme cases &xﬁlyviﬁy the more sigmificant events that took pl:

ia the histery of the canyon. Moch of the research history is etill in

B

xﬂript form, and a great deal of the edministrative history ia puw

in the files of the aren, A Brief start was made by D, D, Srand,} &mﬁ‘ékig

tien should alse be pade of the dobit to N, Gardan Vivien and the i S

Br. Paul Deiter, both of whom, through canvcraa»zaab Ve the past 20 o

o 50, heve given the auther an 1?51{&% xﬁto Chago Canyon'a past, bﬁih r;w“

:d sneieat, that causczaa41y or unconsciously flavers the repors,

#f the field reports regﬁse in v, Vivian's files cnd he kindly alio

2 extract much naterial from them, More recently L. T. HeFinney hoa
tizo heen of help in interpreting pust events in the Chaen,
“he scoticn on the estoblishment of the monument ia unuuly short amﬁ 

ta ihe facth that wost of the documents concerning this period P@at in ih

g

tenel Archives, relatively inacecssible to this author. Vhat material

vy gnznered {rom this ro rpository comes through the kindness of Ay H,

weders  The histery of research sectien may, on the other hand, seem

tee long, but it is fell that 14 is a most definite and important payt of

JLR gives due eredit to thia beginning as the foundation for this ?§4¢»;v@

na&u

3




o

stery of Chaeg Camyon Natiemal Monuwent inssmaosh os the aves had
vl such 8 vital role in southwesteyn amtpwapazafxmal research,

¥,

The euthor's assooiatio on with Chaco Canyen becan in 1040 48y o8 » 8z

o of the University of Hew Mexico's Yiold soosicnm in ﬁﬁuwfﬁﬂ@l“WY i

84 A field a@ﬁiﬂtmmﬁ 2t ansther field achsol in I“A? in %he Denos o

e e S

med agsin s an ex ulnyae ef the National Park Hervica in the years 1000
s Like many sther Chagueinies, I have come to have & warm spotb in oy ooy
o tae ploce,  Having covered most of the monument on foot; talke od to &

v of the "old timsrs® from the Cha Acy; and dug up some of the archasele

F &

i fool privileged to be eble to write thig histeory,

Moob, Utah. 1958
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N ~ . CHAPTER I
TE SETPING

Yetradnatien

Every gﬁaﬁie hmve hal great periods in their past; the great ruin@&
»bha;ﬂa@ in Chago cuay@n Hatieaal Honument are the physical remains af t&w
graatest peried in Pnabig Indfan hisdory, Nodwhare else in tha prawﬂﬁlhmw‘
tizn Anericas vas tha Irﬁiaﬁ boused in such splendor. Hadwhara eiaﬁ nay*
‘vt Mexico were such trememious feats of arehitecture attempted. . Ckn@g»w&ﬁi
ned 43 8 moncwment to man's an&eavara {0 eonﬁuer and control hie envirﬂmgﬁ;ﬁm
Hwre he suceeeded but for a short while. The ghasts of his struggle remﬁﬁg

%o awa each succeeding generstion,

The atory of the Pueblo peoples in Chaco Canyen is still in th$ pr'awm&

o b ing excavated by the archaeolagiaﬁ, -and as eaeh nev report is publé.
ore will be added to 1t, The history of these peoples shall be lxmi%ed

o %u a brief auﬂma%xea. Our main quaatxva is to racaunt the hxatary ah

' 5-.,3

ustiona,
oiled down to one word, the white history Qf Chaco Caaynn ean.ka ﬁv#mﬁﬁ

wp dn &ha word “sesrch.® The first whites wvere searchxng for nmew lands axﬁ

Boma aaarab&rs looking first for *things® in the early days and then for ;

o
furpation en the whys and vherefores of man's development es archaealagy

s m b

reashed maturity, With the advent ef the Natiemal Park Bervice the 3ear§h

Tl R e s

bhe white may in Chaec Canyon, his successes and failurea, trials and tr& am>\f :

new riches, After the ruins were brought te ths attention of the warlﬁ ﬁhﬁr@ |

#
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waa»f@r"a.way to maintain, preserve and protaect the area in a amnnﬁr;ﬁhiﬁh S
w28 befitting its status of venerabien&éa;‘ ﬁﬂw!w&ll each haa’sge§§§§@¢ j{?;.,ﬂi”'
s fay will Le 1eft«for athera to gadge.

‘P"wwlg

[eE———-l

The darivation of the nome Chace has pique& the interest of zev%rai i
writors on the Chaco. Tﬁe corliest map of the ares, that of Miwra ?ae%@ga,

resulting frem infarmatian gathered on the Fsealanta expedition. nf 17?5%1"*7

shews on the Plpus Geaaxawhicc edition a wurd lonking like either Chae&;'<

Lhanat er Ch&cai, about where Chace C?ﬂy@n is located, Cn the sgmg mﬁ@ ¢ai*f

4.:4

2169 Chusca, abanﬁ where the Chusca Msuntains ave laaated, but elnﬁe eaﬁu*b--' S

to be confused by someoue with the Chaeo area.L Bleam3 raporta tha& Gﬁuswa i

4w srobably Navajo, Chacat is af unltnewn derivaﬁieng and thatAChaerat ﬁ&%

Eus

£ﬁ“& of & prominent mesa in the Chaco, fa spanish for "a house of tha fx@i“ o

' The @p&uiah word ‘Chaco® is nsed in South America as 'Graa Chaco ¥ and ﬁaﬁ5@ e

ek

in Spanish "a cirele f@rmad in hua&inw the vxﬁuna. The Navajn wnré *tauﬁhu

TGRS }iterailyj“ruck opening” or sanyan, 4 'Chaaa* as used by latter d@v

explorers may well be a corruption of this, At any rate, we feal certa$n,;£.f f¥:' 

the name has nothing to do with vicunas,

: é‘ cagranhd ‘%1 atting

?ha Chaco Canyon National Mﬁnument liea in the southern portion ¢f}:f'>
Sau Juzn Gounty; New Mexico at about latitude 36° 1" north and Iongitﬁdé §
*1&* west, The canyon of the Chaco ie usually considered as heing that : v

:fingﬁien of the river shove its junction with Escavada and within tha mnnumanﬁ‘}lf‘i“

= &agad&rie&. The Chaco River is a mgmber of the San Juan River drainaga ® =




;yaﬁ@m ond the Checo driins maét‘éf n@rtﬁwaséﬁrﬁ Rﬂu~xﬁ ica mamth @f iha

. fuan, The river £lovwa threuﬁ the canyen fxam s@ntn$aat~ta nerbuwzﬁJ

gﬁﬁ %% on intermittent atre&m. The bﬁﬁ at the river in the vzciﬁxiy @?

SRR

Pauble lonite is an ar*eyﬁ some 25 fe@t aaap awd Eﬂ feet wide, and, ammff

,gv:wan Gﬁﬁwrﬁi work was, dana, eroded rapi&iy after every hoovy fu.a?fg,

FEOTNE. S S Y e
Urplopieal Setbing

e

ceslogleally, the ﬁiaa is en the suu&hérm»edaa of the San Jusn ﬁ#« n

Vs -

ons expossd by the euttinw action af tha Chaco River are @f

8 :
relacenud age, viz., the Chacraﬁ sandstone and ﬁlli&cn merhers of tﬂﬂ

i Verde forostion,

e LChacra eoandstone is a fairly cumnact light buff, wemt&$riaw

L)

“E buff, with sccasional sections of a deep‘reddxshmbrwwa, cliff«fqvxma

CRoruosticon.  The Allison m@mﬁer is a stratified bed of clay, ahai@, nna;
 &&% amndstone, with iﬂclusians of selenite apd gilﬁonite.T Gn the na“*ﬁ
‘awwa s the canyon tho Qn&&ra farms zhoer cliff& up to 100 feed hlgﬂt o
ff:u the ﬁmﬁli@? ﬁ&ﬁﬂ?pﬁﬂnts back fram the edge of the top of t&@ eaﬁy&m"
"%} the toial dxffareaﬁa in elevatzea frem the top 0f the mesa te tha

S ryen floop ia 350 feel or more,

The aeuta wall ef tha canyon is in reality'a sarias ef i&elated
FIOARE hﬁra of the Allison member is exposed on the south side due to '
?ﬁg wrward dip of the strata from north to seuth, Weathering, teo, is"

wre propeunced on the scuth side of the c&nybn, Consequently, the Alli.

son merdo fﬁ?&ﬁ geutly inclined talus slopes, The Chaera sandstons hera,""'

38 quite evoded so that sheer eliffs oceur only occasionally.,

"B




“ﬁ?éﬁvﬁﬂme tims, intarpamei_with p@raaéa ef filllﬂ Deen sz@naliy ﬁh& pww

’ng@a reu s vots, miﬁe, prairie dcga, ground squirrels and pack xats in*akgu

Tha valiey floor consints of ﬁiluvxai fxik ﬂi wasanﬁ ﬁ”igiﬂ.i ’Léf"
fynaant aryoyo is the mpst reaenﬁ eﬁ a aerias a? £rrayna ex&aaaang~ha““'

L Wy

SUPOYR OXPOEES aneient ra&aa at.dey%ﬂ& ramging,ﬁ@ ig feet belww th% B

E .
P

Ak

o¥ an englend arraye. {niﬁ pr@hiﬁuar o array» ﬁxu@@ frﬂm ?u&h&e uwW“‘ ,f¥f

ihe present awrﬁyu was farmeﬂ,ﬂaw@ﬁﬁmﬁ in the nﬁd&le of tha 3..*""w

"Ay«-

2 Q}‘w i) »”f» !

e The soils in the Ch&c@ Canyon are, at gfég@ﬁﬁ, he&?ily i%ﬂ

'y

3

<1th seluable calts called vhite andvhlaek‘aikaiiﬁm;v he sedl is rva“w'é%’

pipiog after hoeavy rains, altﬁsuﬁa the initial yadwtraﬁian is nil, ,&“*ew

il waber has ateed for a timo #,e a@lt& éiﬁaaiva and the euluti@n fﬁ%?*

B

C & vertiesl fissure until it hits anpthor imperviau& }ayar. fhan, fIaT

&@:?“&%ﬁ&}iV, it ﬁV@ﬁtdﬂ!ly reaeh@a the arrey%.~ !ven&u%l y, thia &I§d£?&

2B

2 Bl *'Mr and bigger chonnel until o heoad cut is f@rmﬁﬁ and & new axyayﬁ

phorhed,

glerieal Sobbing
Tha fier& of the region 13 sparse, partially a8 the reault of a?aww .
crezing by shwep within the pust eeutnxy. Chace L&uyen faiis witﬁan % :

ey 3@@@3@@‘&?‘%&& bgpar sonoran life~zone with the diaﬁnoatie pl

bedng miﬁymn znd jnaipar on tha wesns and aaltbuﬁhs and chico? on the ﬁ&ﬁPz&v 1f

Tiner.

»X@% uyyer Mﬁﬂvxan founn ars pyaatiaally non-existant aiace tLﬁ ﬂff

af 15-80 pﬁi%un. An ﬁeﬁaaional babcat or eoyote that managed %o e&n a e

A

i surfage; &aﬁ in tha bﬁnks of the reaaﬁt e2TOYD apye“r syaﬁ& i'1 ppang

sper ie about all, fThe amaller rﬂdﬂnt.popnlatxon is heavy'wiﬁh xﬂv é%}%“Q

;
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