

















Launch of Mowitor, Septesnber, 1862. (U5, Naval Historical Center)
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Horace Abbott’s iromworks in Baltimore were one of only two large mills whose machinery could roll the thick iron plates
needed to build Monitor. (The Peale Museum, Baltimore)

Peter Cooper was one of those investors. Cooper had designed “Tom Thumb,” the first American-
il | ive for the Balti & Ohio Railroad.™ He bought out the other “*Canton” speculators
and began to develop the property. He started an ironworks, the Canton Ironworks, to repair and
construct railroad equipment. In 1836 the works were leased to Horace Abbott.™

Abbott, a native of Massachusetts, had been apprenticed to a blacksmith as a young boy. After
serving his term of apprenticeship and a brief period as an employee, he established his own
blacksmith shop. In 1836 he and his brother moved to Baltimore and rented the Canton Ironworks.
He was successful in shifting from manufacturing horsehoes, tools, and small farm implements to
producing large wrought-iron shafts, cranks, axles, and other railroad and ship parts.

ironworks received public attention in the 1840s by forging the first large steamship shaft made in
this country, a shaft designed for the Russian frigate Kamtschatka, built in New York for Czar
Nicholas I. The six and one-half ton shaft and connecting rods weighing about two-thirds that
amount xhibited at the New York Exchange as the first heavy engine forgings made in the
United States.” By 1850 Abbott had gained a national reputation as an ironmaster.

In 1850 he added a rolling mill capable of turning out the largest rolled plate in the country at that
time. The mill was enlarged in 1854 and two years later produced 2,000 tons of plate.” Abbott
continued expanding, adding in 1857 a second rolling mill of the same size and capacity as the first,
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Delamate rine b 55 Was Prosg thoughout the year. Large numbers of Ericsson’s
caloric engine, as well as a hot-air pumping engine designed by one of the firm's enginee
sold. In the 1870s the company did considerable ironwork for the elevated railroad under
construction in New York City. In 1571 a steam-powered drill for use in mines was produced, and
later air compressors were manufactured. In the carly 1880s the company began to build and sell
refrigerated ice machinery. Despite the company’s success, when Comelius Delamater died in 1889,
his son sold the business the following year. '™

were

Continental lronworks, which had acquired a reputation as a builder of iron steamers and armored
vessels, rebuilt one monitor, Monadnock, after the war. The company also constructed two iron
ferries, Fulton and Farragut, for the Union Ferry Company; the steamer Nanking for the China trade;
several steamboats for Cuban waters, and 50 surfboats for the U.S. Lifesaving Service. Continental’s
marine work virtually ended by the mid-1870s. Nevertheless, a story in the Nautical Ga
mentioned that ““these works [were]. . .capable in every respect for the construction of iron
composite vessels of every description, revolving turrets, armor plate, [and] gun carriages.’
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Thomas Rowland, the firm’s owner, also began to design and manufacture steam engines and
boilers especially adapted for use in the oil industry and gas works. Continental constructed the gas
works for Brooklyn in 1867, followed by similar plants throughout the country. Rowland
experimented in iron and steel welding, and in the late 1880s designed the process and the
equipment used by his company in the manufacture of corrugated furnaces and ‘“Morison
suspension furnaces,”’ widely used for many years in the internal furnace type of boiler.'"™ Rowland
died in 1907, but the company continued in business for several years, specializing in the
manufacture of welded steel works







York product. Most of the vessel was fabricated and constructed in center for irom shipbuilding and
marine stemm engineering during the 18505 and 1860s. (National wgraph by Jasmes P, Delgado)
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