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PREFACE

There are many people to whom | owe thanks for their aid and
assistance in the preparation of this report: to the superintendent and
his staff at Charlestown Navy Yard for their helpfulness and cooperation;
to Edwin Bearss and Peter Snell for their informative National Register
Nomination Form and the background information it provided on the yard;
to historical architects G. Rodger Evans and Peter Snell for their prior
investigatory work at Building 136; to Audrey Marie for her excelient
archeological research and investigation; and to my colleagues also
working at the Charlestown Navy Yard, Clyde L. Schroeder and Merrill

Ann Wilson, for their aid and coliaboration on this project.
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INTRODUCTION

The following historic structure report has been produced for
Building 136, Charlestown Navy Yard, to record the building before its
scheduled demolition after April 1, 1979. The purpose of the demolition
is to provide access within the yard to the new Chelsea-Water Street
connector through Gate 4 on the north side of the yard. Building 136 ‘is

presently directly in the path of this new road and, therefore, will be
demolished.

An administrative data section has not been prepared for this
report.

Historical data collection for Building 136 was a difficult task in that
very little information has been found to date concerning the structure.
The Edwin Bearss historical resource study for the entire Charlestown
Navy Yard has not been completed to the date this building was
constructed. The little information that was available was taken from the
National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form for the Charlestown
Navy Yard, written by Edwin Bearss, historian, and Peter Snell,
historical architect. Information concerning the related adjacent
structure, the Marine Barracks Building i, was taken from G. Rodger

Evans' historic structure report for the barracks.

Due to limited funding and time, the following data was not incliuded
in this historic structure report: dimensions were not drawn on the floor
plans or elevations to locate those additions to the structure built after
the measured drawings of 1937; paint samples were taken and cross
referenced to floor plans, but were not analyzed; a Class "C" cost
estimate for demolition was produced although a Class "B" estimate would

have been more accurate and useful.
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A. Historical Background
Charlestown Navy Yard is one of the oldest naval shipyards in
the United States. The vyard includes many buildings of national
architectural and historical significance, and 1is a National Historical

Landmark listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The yard was economically important to the Boston area while
open, awér‘ding numerous government contracts to local businesses and
providing countless jobs to blue collar workers in the area. The yard
was also the site of some Works Project Administration (WPA) projects

during the depression, again providing much needed jobs for local
" workers.

The navy yard officially opened in 1803 and was phased out and
acquired by the National Park Service and other agencies in 1974. Of the
129.5 acres included in the navy yard, the Park Service currently holds
and administers 27 acres. A large portion of the remaining 102.5 acres is
held at present by the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA).

Marines at the Navy Yard

In March of 1801 the U. S. frigate Constitution ("Old
Ironsides") was berthed at Hartt's yard in Boston, now known as the
Charlestown Navy Yard. Marines were assigned to the ship to provide
military guard. In 1802 they took up residence at the navy yard in a
lime shed. The first Marine barracks was built from 1810 to 1811 on the
site of the existing barracks. When these quarters became too small and
too dilapidated for the Marines, the center section of the "U'"shaped
barracks was torn down and replaced with a three-story structure. The
barracks had been added to from that time until the yard closed in 1974.1

1. For details of this structure, see G. Rodger Evans' Marine Barracks
Building | HSR, 1978.



B. Building 136, Built 1909
The years 1908 to 19089 saw the removal of a small structure,
Building 30, which was located at the southwest corner of Building | (see
tHlustration 1). This building was demolished to create space for the

proposed Marine Barracks Administration Building, Building 136.2

1. Exterior

In 1909 construction began on the original Building 136, a
threestory brick structure measuring 28' 0" wide by 57' 0" long, nearly
onehalf the length of the existing building today (see lllustration 2).
The building had a full basement which was partially exposed on the west
and south facades and completely exposed on the north and east facades.
The double door main entrance was in the center of the west wall, facing
the Marine parade ground. The east and west walls were three bays long
with windows grouped in equally spaced pairs. The north and south
walls were two bays long with the same paired sets of windows as on the
east and west. The first and second floor six-over-six light windows and
the doubledoor entrance all had elliptical arches with granite keystones.
There was a dominating belt course running between the second and third
floors, giving the third floor an attic-like appearance. The windows on
the third floor were three-over-three lights with no arches or exterior
lintels. There were raised rectangular panels along the third floor level
between the pairs of windows. The cornice was carried visually by
heavy, carved modillion brackets. The hipped roof was covered with
sheet metal, interrupted by two ventilators at the ridge, one brick
chimney on the northeast corner, and one small elevator tower at the

extreme southeast corner of the building.

2. Structural System
Building 136 was a load-bearing masonry wall structural
system when built in 1909. The brick walls ran down to a concrete

foundation and conrete floor slab in the basement. The first, second,

2. Annual Base Maps, 1898-1919, U. S. Navy Yard, Boston,
Massachusetts.



and third floors, roof, and interior walls were all framed in wood. The
wood floor joists were all approximately 18' fong, running north-south into

two steel !-beams which ran east-west, bearing on the brick walls.

3. interior
a. Basement

The basement of Building 136 was comprised of two
large rooms and three smaller rooms. The large rooms were the
carpenters' shop on the north end, and the cell room in the middle.
There was one group of ten cells with a U-shaped passageway around it
on the cell room. Adjoining this room were the men's washroom and
toilet, and space for an elevator which opened.only to the east exterior
wall. Access to the shop was from the areaway door on the west wall,
and access to the cell room was through a door next to the elevator door

on the east facade. There was no direct passageway from the shop to
the cell room.

There were seven exterior windows in the shop and
seven barred windows in the cell room. Five of the windows in the
basement opened to the west areaway, and the two windows in the men's

washroom and toilet opened to the south areaway.

The floors throughout the basement were unfinished
concrete. The interior walls were all solid 8" masonry with the exception

of the wall between the washroom and toilet, which was a hollow plumbing

wall.

It is unknown what material was used on the ceiling

in the basement, however, it appears from the drawings the ceiling was
plastered.

b. First Floor
The first floor was basically four large rooms, one
hallway with stairs, a cléset and space for the elevator. The four large
rooms were offices for: the Officer of the Day; the Quartermaster; the

Quartermaster's clerks; and the Board room. The hallway included a



small vestibule and adjoined the officers' toilet at the end of the hall.
The quartermaster's clerks' office had an adjoining closet and storage
space. The elevator shaft which ran down the southeast corner was not

accessible from the first floor.

Access to the first floor was solely through the
double doors on the west facade facing the parade ground. Interior
access from the hallway to the four offices was through wood doors with
glass windows and transoms. There were two pairs of windows in each
office, with the exception of the southeast office which only had one pair.
All of these windows were six-over-six light doublehung wood sash

windows with wood architraves and sills.

The floors on the first floor were wood tongue and
groove boards over 3" by 14" wood joists. However, it has not been
determined whether this tongue and groove fioor system was used as
finished floor or if it were used as a subfloor and an additional material

was used to finish.

All interior walls on the first floor were wood frame.
Again, there is very little information concerning the ceiling, but it does

appear from the drawings that the ceiling was plastered.

c. Second Floor
The second floor consisted of the staiir‘ access from
the first floor, one large storage room, the small elevator space, and a
small toilet. The second floor did have access to the elevator through
double doors on the west side of the shaft. Access to the second floor
was through these elevator doors or through the door to the stairwell.
The toilet, located in the southwest corner of the second floor, was

accessible from the storage area.

There were eighteen windows on the second floor and
one in the stairwell. All windows were six-over-six light doublehung wood
sash, identical to those on the first floor, with the exception of the

stairwell window, which was of smaller dimension.



The floor material is again unknown beyond being
tongue and groove flooring over wood joists. The interior walls around
the stairwell, elevator shaft, and toilet were all wood frame. The ceiling

is again assumed to be covered with plaster.

d. Attic
The attic was identical in plan to that of the second

floor, except for the lack of a toilet in the southwest corner.

There were twenty three-over-three light doublehung

wood sash windows at the attic level, including two in the stairwell.

The floor material is again unknown, as on the first
and second floors. The interior walls were wood frame. The ceiling in
the attic was formed by the roof rafters and collar beams, creating a
lower ceiling sloping down to the exterior walls. The rafters were left

exposed except in the stairwell where they were plastered.



4. Building 136 - Historic Photographs
Pre-1909 Site, Post-1909 Structure

11
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5. Building 136 Historic Drawings 1909
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C. Building 136 =1937 Addition
The vyear 1937 saw the completion of a 28 by 60' southern
addition to Building 136 by the Works Projects Administration.

1. Exterior

Externally, the 1937 addition to Building 136 was virtually
a carbon copy of the original structure. The new basement was partially
exposed on the west facade and completely exposed on the east and south
facades. The north wall abutted the original building's south wall. The
first floor entrance to the addition was through doubie doors on the west
wall. The east and west walls were again three bays long with three
pairs of doublehung six-over-six light windows. The south wall had
three equally spaced windows, instead of the original south wall's two
pairs of windows. All windows on the first and second floors had
elliptical arches with granite keystones matching those on the original
structure. The belt course between the second and third floors, the
three-over-three light windows at the third floor level, the raised
rectangular panels, and the carved modillion brackets were all duplicated
in the 1936 addition. The roof was covered with sheet metal with
standing seams at the same spacing as the original roof. The new roof

had two ventilators identical to those on the original roof.

There were, however, some differences between the
original structure and its addition. The main entrance to the addition
and the access to its new elevator were sheltered by a rectangular
overhang supported by three chains bolted to the brick wall. The
basement level was nearly completely exposed on three sides and included
seven windows, four large overhead garage doors, and one three-piece
sliding garage door on the south wall. The exposed basement walls were
all composed of concrete. On the roof a tower was built of brick over the
new elevator shaft and roofed with standing seam sheet metal. There

were four windows in the tower (see Illustration 38).
2. Structural System

Perhaps the most important difference between the original

Building 136 and its addition was the change in structural systems.

a1



Although the original building relied upon loadbearing walls, the addition
changed to a concrete and steel frame for support. The brick exterior
walls tied into this frame system rather than carryithe entire load alone.
. The floors and core stairwell walls were poured concrete, as well as the
landing floors and stairs. The wood roof rafters and collar beams were

left exposed.

3. iInterior
| a. Basement
The basement of the addition consisted of two large
garages, the officers' garage on the north end and the truck garage on
the south, one small toilet and the elevator shaft and machine room.
- Four large garage doors led to the officers' garage and one threepiece
sliding door opened to the truck garage. The toilet access was from the
truck garage and access to the elevator machine room was through the
officers' garage. There was no elevator access from the basement level.
There was also no direct access to the basement addition from the original

basement.

There were two three-over-three light windows in the
west wall of the officers' garage, one in the toilet, and two in the truck
garage. There were also two six-over-six light windows in the east wall

of the truck garage.

The floor of the addition basement was a 6" concrete
slab. The wall between the two garages was a 12" reinforced concrete
wall up 3' from the floor, changing into an 8" brick wall. The wall
around the toilet was 8" of concrete up to 6' 8" above the floor, then 4"
of terra cotta and plaster. The walli surrounding the elevator shaft and
machine room was a 12" concrete wall up 2' from the floor, then 8" of
brick.

The ceiling in the basement showed the concrete

encased steel I-beams and the poured concrete floor above.

42



b. First Fioor

The first floor had a similar, simple layout as did the
basement: it consisted of one large storage area which surrounded a
central stairwell, one toilet on the northeast corner, and the elevator
shaft on the northwest corner. Access to the first floor was through
double woodglazed doors on the west wall or through the double kalamein
doors which led to the elevator. Further access to the storage area was
through two sets of kalamein doors from the entrance vestibule. Access
to the elevator and toilet was from this storage area. The stairs to the
second floor could only be reached from the entrance vestibule. There
was no direct access to the first floor addition from the original 1909

structure.

There were twelve six-over-six light windows in the
storage area and one in the toilet. The original structure's south wall,
the wall which became the addition's north wall, had four windows which
were bricked in when the addition was constructed. There was one
interior wire glass window with a fixed steel sash above the landing in

the stairwell on its south wall.

The floor system was a poured concrete slab with
steel |I-beam framing forming a grid. These beams were encased in

concrete and tied into the concrete walls of the basement.

The interior walls around the stairwell and toilet were
concrete bases approximately 7' high with 4" of terra cotta and plaster

above. The interior walls enclosing the elevator shaft were 8" brick

walls.

The ceiling was the same poured concrete and steel |-
beam system as the floor, showing the exposed beams running the length
and width of the ceiling.

c. Second Floor

The second floor was the exact duplicate of the first

floor with these exceptions: there was no toilet in the northeast corner;
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there was no exterior access to the second floor; there was an access
door on the north wall to the original building; there were fifteen
six-over-six light windows including one in the elevator shaft; there were
three wire glass fixed steel sash interior windows on three sides of the
stairwell. Other than these changes, the second fioor repeated the first

floor in structure, materials, and layout.

d. Attic
The attic in structure, materials, and layout was
exactly the same as the second floor with the following exceptions: the
wall surrounding the elevator shaft was 12" rather than 8" of brick; the
stairwell had five wire glass fixed steel sash windows, rather than three;
the ceiling was wood rafters and collar beams covered with metal lath and

cement plaster.

e. Penthouse
The new addition to Building 136 also included an 1%
8" by 8' 7" penthouse located over the elevator shaft. This brick
structure was roofed with a standing seam tin roof matching that of the
original structure. - The penthouse had four fixed steel sash windows,
one on each wall. Three windows had six lights and the west-facing

window had nine lights.
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5. Building 136 - Historic Drawings
1937
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6. Building 136 - Historic Photographs
1937
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7. Completed 1937 addition - south

and east facades.
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D. Building 136- Subsequent Changes
1. 1943 Women's Toilet Room

On April 15, 1943, a plan was approved to construct a
women's toilet room on the second floor of the addition. It was to include
two tank-type toilets and two sinks in two separate stalls. The stalls
were to be separated by 1/4" plywood partitions open at the top and
bottom. There was a new window to be cut into the exterior wall to
provide ventilation and light to the toilet. The window had a concrete

sill and an "L" shaped steel lintel.

2. 1952 Asphalt Floor Tile

The floor plans for 1952 show the location of new asphalt
floor tile. The new tile was laid on the first and second floors only. On
the first fioor the tile was placed in the vestibule, hallway, toilet, and all
four offices in the original building. None was laid in the addition. On
the second floor the tile was laid in the entire original side of the
structure. Again, none was {aid in the addition.

in comparing the original and addition drawings, some
changes were discovered. The dates of these changes, however, can only
be assumed to have occurred between the original dates of construction,

1909 for the original structure or 1936 for the addition, and the date of
this floor plan, 1952.

a. Basement

In the basement on the original side, the carpenters
shop had become the special services room. A partition and counter were
constructed separating the west exterior door and this room. A door was
cut through the wall that separated the shop from the cell room. The
cell room itself had been converted to a gym room. The original space in
the elevator was converted to a washtub room accessible to the gym. The
men's washroom and toilet were changed to accommodate two toilets.

There were no major changes in the basement addition.

b, First Floor

Aside from the newly-laid asphalt floor tile, there

were only two structural changes on the first floor level in the 1952
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drawings: the space originally used for the first elevator shaft was
converted to shop storage space and a window was added to provide
light; and the closet in the quartermaster's clerks' office was changed
into a toilet and shower room. The uses of the four offices in the
original building had changed to the personnel office, the first sergeant's
office, the executive office, and the colonel's office. The large storage
area in the addition was used as the maintenance shop, and an office was

made out of the storage area under the stairs.

c. Second Floor

On the original side of Building 136, the main storage
area was divided into two rooms by a counter running eastwest from the
stairwell. On the north side of the counter was the Disbursing Office,
and the south was the Post Supply Office. A small closet was added on
the east side of the southwest toilet. This toilet received a new window
cut into the exterior west wall. In the addition the main storage area
was separated from the rest of the floor by a counter on the east side of
the stairwell and a wall with a door on the west. This storage area

became the clothing storeroom.

d. Attic

The original structure showed no changes at the attic
level with the exception of the removal of the original elevator shaft.
The penthouse over this space was changed into a skylight. In the
addition, a small room was created on the northeast corner and included a
door and a counter. The main storage area was separated from the rest
of the floor by a wall running next to this room connecting with the
stairwell, and a wall running between the stairwell and the elevator shaft.
Both of these walls had wood doors. The west wall led to a room divided
from the storage and by a heavy concrete block wall. This room as used

as the armory.

3. 1963 Garbage Storage Facility
On February 13, 1963, plans were approved for the
construction of a storage facility on the west side of the addition to
Building 136. The structure was to be a 10' 0" by 7' 6" by 7' 9" high
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concrete cube constructed adjacent to the concrete stairs leading up lo
the double door entrance to the addition. The double doors for the
facility were to be hollow metal doors with two sets of vents. The floor
was quarry tile over a b" base with a drain in the center of the floor.

The roof was a 4" reinforced concrete slab designed to drain to the

south.
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4. East Extension

Among the existing drawings for Building 136 is a
two-drawing set for an east extension to the structure. All that is
known about the date of these drawings is that they were completed after
the 1936 addition. The drawings proposed a 50' wide east extension
running the entire length of Building 136 and its addition. The extension
was to be built up on concrete piers, possibly to allow for foot and
vehicular traffic at the ground level. For reasons unknown, this

extension was never constructed.
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E. Existing Conditions
1. Exterior

The exterior remains basically as it was constructed with
the changes described above and the following exceptions: on the west
facade, the areaway at the basement level is walled in at the stairway to
the first floor. A planter has been built above the remainder of the
former areaway space. Bars were added over the second floor window
directly below the penthouse. There were five vertical bars and two
horiztontal. The double wood or kalamein doors to the original building,
the elevator, and the addition were all replaced with metal frame double
glass doors. The wood door from the areaway to the basement was

replaced with a solid aluminum door.

The south facade's major change from when it was
constructed in 1936 involves the sliding garage doors ‘in the basement.
These doors were replaced with two larger roll up four piece overhead
doors. Each piece has six panels and each door has a narrower fixed

piece with matching panels above it.

Also on the south facade, the first floor center window
was blocked in with plywood in the top half and vents were inserted.

The center attic window was completely blocked and was also vented.

On the east facade, the original four panel, four piece
roll-up garage doors were replaced with five panel four piece roll-up
doors. Unlike the original, the new doors have no glass panes. The
original metal roll-up door to the first elevator was replaced with a small
three-light window with a vent exiting through one of the panes. The
original wood panel door to the basement was replaced with a solid
aluminum door. All basement windows have been blocked in with plywood
and some have vents exiting the upper half. The single window in the
center of the original building at the first fioor level is a two-over-two

light frosted glass window instead of the original six-over-six lights.

The only change which has occurred on the north facade
is the closing of all four basement windows and the venting of the

westernmost window.
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2. Interior
The changes referred to in this section only involve
changes in partitions, walls, closets, and other alterations to the basic
floor plans. The room numbers used refer to the existing conditions
drawings and the room schedules. Changes in room finishes and other

minor aiterations can be found in these schedules.

At this time the National Park Service is using Building
136 for park headquarters for Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston National

Historical Park. Specific uses of the individual spaces will follow.

a. Basement

There have been very few changes made in the
basement since 1952. The space created by closing the areaway outside
the original basement has been used as an extension to the ladies' room,
Room 005, and a storage room. In the original section of Building 136,
the partition between Rooms 001 and 002 was slightly altered. An
L-shaped partition was constructed to connect the entrance on the west
wall to Room 002 and separate it from Room 001. Another partition was
built dividing the . officers' garage in the addition into two separate
garages, Rooms 007, and 008. Room 010, the toilet, has had all fixtures

removed.

The current uses of the basement are: Rooms
001-mechanical room; 002-park Ilunch room; 003-washroom; 004-men's
toilet; 005-ladies' toilet; 007, 008, 009-garage/storage; 010-storage;

011-elevator machine room.

b. First Floor
There have been very few partition changes made on
the first floor. Room 101 has a small closet in the southwest corner. A 7'
partition with a window and door was built to divide the room into two
office spaces. Room 102 has a closet in the northwest corner and two
furred-out pipe chases. Room 104 has a closet in the northeast corner

with accordion doors. Room 107 has a closet in the southwest corner.
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In the addition, a supply room was created, Room
113, by closing the double doors from the vestibule at one end of the
stairwell, and building a wall at lhe other end with a door opening to the

maintenance shop, Room 111.

The current uses of the first floor are: 101~two
offices; 102-meeting room; 103-toilet; 104-office; 105-maintenance storage;
106-ladies' toilet; 107-office; 108, 109-entrance hall; 110~-toilet;

111-maintenance shop; 112, 113-storage; 114-entrance hall; 115-elevator.

c. Second Floor

Many changes were made in the second floor to create
new office spaces. Rooms 201 and 202 were created out of the north
room. Two small closets were built in the southwest corner of this area.
The Post Supply Office was converted into two offices, one closet, and a
workroom. In the addition the counter separating the clothing storeroom,
Room 207, and Room 206 was removed, a partition was built perpendicular
to that counter on the east side of the stairwell, and a second partition
was constructed on the west side of the stairwell. This second bartition
created a small storage space, Room 208. The east-west partition in the
women's toilet, Room 205, was removed. An office was created in Room

207 in the southwest corner using a 7' high L-shaped partition.

The current uses of the second floor are: 201, 202,
203, 204-offices; 204A-closet; 205-toilet; 206-hali, 207-office/storage;
208-storage; 209-workspace.

d. Attic

The large one-room storage area on the third floor
original building was divided into two connecting areas, Rooms 301 and
302. In the addition, the small room with the counter has been removed.
The armory was divided into two rooms, 305 and 306. The walls around
Room 305 were constructed of concrete block. The one-and-one-half
windows in this room are barred on the inside, as are the
one-and-one-half windows in Room 306. Presumably the bars were

instalied for security reasons for the armory.
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The current uses of the attic are: 301-office,
302-supply storage; 304-office; 305-storage; 306-transmitter room for

citizens band security system.

F. Paint Samples
in November 1979, Clyde L. Schroeder took representative paint
samples from the exterior and interior surfaces of Building 136. These
paint samples were never ahalyzed. They have been numbered and
cross~-referenced to floor plans to illustrate from where they were taken.
The samples and keyed-floor plans shall be shipped to the park for

storége and possible future analysis.

G. Demolition
1. Outline Specification for Demolition
Since Building 136 was built as administrative offices in
1909 and was added to by the WPA in 1937, documentation in detail was
available and has been verified before demolition. All  available
documentation - archival history, working drawings, and specifications -
have been updated to reflect existing conditions. The following steps have

been taken or shall take place before demolition:

a. Measurements
On-site measurements of the building have been made

and recorded on the existing prints.

b. Plans - Measured Drawings
The measurements of the building were drawn on the

original plans to indicate all existing conditions.

c. Photography
The entire building has been photographed showing

existing conditions.

d. Salvage
All historically or aesthetically valuable architectural
elements and/or artifacts shall be salvaged for re-use or preservation by

park personnel.
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e. Archeological Monitoring
The demolition of Building 136 shall be closely
monitored by an archeologist for the purpose of recognizing and
preserving any vital archeological evidence uncovered during the
demolition. If budget prevents monitoring of the complete demolition, an
archeologist should at least be present for any subsurface excavation
undertaken during the demolition.

2. Advisory Council Compliance _
Because the Marine Barracks Administration Building,
Building 136,v Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston National Historical Park, is
listed on te National Register of Historic Places as a historic structure,
all planning and work affecting this site is subject to the requirements of
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, "“Procedures for the
Protection of the Historic and Cultural Environment" (36 CFR, Part 800).

Therefore, at the appropriate stage of planning, the Regional
Director shall, in consultation with the State Historic
Presevation Officer, apply the Advisory Council "Criteria of
Effect" (Sec. 800.8) and '"Criteria of Adverse Effect" (Sec.
800.9), and afford the Advisory Council the opportunity to
review and/or comment on the proposals.

This historic structure report was prepared to support
general development actions at Building 136, Charlestown Navy Yard,
Boston National Historical Park. It is a working document and represents
all presently known facts relevant to the action proposed. Future
architectural, archeological, or historical findings may affect these
recommendations. Research is not anticipated at this time which would

generate significant addenda or subsequent volumes of this report.

3. Cost Estimate for Demolition

As this project was under funded, a very rough cost
estimate for demolition was produced:

Building 136 - 12,760 square feet
149,930 cubic feet at approx. $.16/ cu ft = $25,000.
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4. Building 136 - Existing Conditions Photographs
1979
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11. Existing 1978 - east facade, entrance to Room 002.
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12. Existing 1978 - north facade and cornice.
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15. Full west facade from Marine parade ground.

16. West facade, entrance to southern addition on right,
entrance to original structure on left. New planter
build over former areaway. Original window sash.
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17. West facade, entrance to addition, right
double doors, access to new elevator,
left double doors

18. 1963 garbage storage area.
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19. Cornice showing heavy carved modillim brackets.

TR T R

20. South-west corner of addition - note the configuration
of bricks at the first floor and attic floor lines.
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21. South facade - note the added vents at first and third
floors. Also new garage doors.

22. East facade - garage doors and end of splinter protective wall
at right. Wood frame structure at left is Building 198.
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23. Gas entrance at north-east corner-.

24. North facade - note vent under stairs on right is location
of original window. Remaining three windows at basement
level blocked-in. ‘
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26. Areaway at west facade.
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27. Room 001 - looking east.

28. Room 001 - electrical panel,
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29. Room 008 - door in center of photograph
leads to Room 011 - elevator machine room.

30. Room 009 - note sliding garage door over-
head. Also concrete and steel framing
system on ceiling.
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31. Room 101 looking north - note the 7' high partition
dividing the room into two offices. Also note the
dropped acoustical ceiling.

32. Room 104 looking south-east - door on far right leads
to Room 106. '
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34. Room 109 - transom above double doors to Room 108.
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35. Room 109 - asphalt tile
added in 1952 - also stair-
case to second floor.

36. Room 109 looking east - stair-
case to second floor, door to
Room 102 at left, door to Room
103 at center.
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37. Room 111 looking toward elevator, Room 115, and entrance
vestibule, Room 114. Note the enclosed ceiling joist at
upper right.

i
[

38. Room 111 looking toward the south-west corner. Note the
center south window is partially blocked in with a vent.
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39. Room 111 looking toward Room 113 (north-west corner).

40. Stairwell looking down to the door to Room 206.
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41. Room 202 looking toward Room 201.

42. Room 209 from stairwell, Room 109.
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Room 203 from Room 204

north-west corner.

Room 204 looking toward the

44
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45, Room 206 looking south at doorway to Room 207.

46. Room 207 looking south-west, including added office.
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47. Room 207, south-east corner. Note acoustical tile applied
to ceiling between encased steel joists.

48. Room 207 looking toward Room 208 in north-west corner.

134



49, Three/three light windows on east facade in Room 109
at third (attic) floor level.

50. Stair landing at third floor from Room 109.
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51. Room 301 looking north-east. Note the configuration
of the ceiling, forming to the rafters and collar

beams.

52. Room 302, south-east corner looking at skylight area.
Door to right is fire door between the original and

added structures.
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53. Room 302, typical sash at attic level, original structure.

54. Room 304 Jooking north at elevator and fire door, to original structure.
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55. Room 304 looking north next to Room 112. Note the ceiling configuration
conforming to the rafters and collar beams.

56. Room 304 looking north-east.
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58.

Room 304 looking south. Note center blocked-in window.

Third floor stair access in addition from Room 304.
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5. Building 136 - Existing Conditions Drawings
1979
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6. Room Schedules
The information in the following room schedules was taken
from both visual survey of Building 136 and historic drawings of the
structure. The schedules provide information concerning floor, wall, and
ceiling materials, as well as existing finishes. In addition, the schedules
cover door and window types, numbers of radiators, sprinkler heads,
types of lighting, mechanical fixtures, plumbing fixtures, plus any

additional information which might be important concerning the room.

An overall key to the location of all rooms by number can

be found on the existing conditions drawings.
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ROOM _zo| _ SCHEDULE

_ o |

WaLLA .
ML s @' &' wrvo PaneLLNg

N W was paso 2y
B.S, WS wepD PARAMONS

oA T A

FLOORE:
9"y 9" aopEeTES> TILES.  (ALPETED OVER-

e2a 51 C

PooRS :

CEWLANGSD:
1/ x4’ Acousnetie SEILNG w] INTEBIROIZD  FLovRB ST L HIS

‘J.u_o.,o CoRE w/ WINDOW.

BUI LD ING ELEAMENTS

WINDO W

3 EXTBRIoe WINDowWS: T LKIE @i (0l PRNTED WWITE,
| INTBRIOE wiNDow BetweeN 2ol | 2oz 4'x2'.

i M

ROPIATORS - NuMBeR __| SKETTH: ~—NoRTH
é\_ Ol CONDITION IN @ WINDOW UNLIT™
§ /| SPRINKLER desDs - NumeeR 2 izl
3 NMecHaNicaL-
) PLUMBING HYXTURES: No. § TYPES:
g @oM 201
S [T uauring:  FlLovrescenr ;
- INCONTPESCENT !
r
{ l.
N} AW
i
2

183
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CHARLESTOWN NAYY YARD  UILDING 1%(

WALLS:
N, B: BRICK PeEaaiNg

q | MeouND uz: conceem PAINTED gesen]
| | owee mentons: wooo .
| g FLOORD:
9"x Q" AsBESTOS TILE- GREEN
i J

O |ceiaNgS:

g CONCEEIE. = BXTPOSEO STRUCTURAL. S(STRM - PAINTED WHTE.

PooRs : ONE DOOR TO 205 - WeoD PANBUBD LRAY. [
Heavy SUDING FIRE DooR To 204 GESY METAL. 0
ONE Dool To STAIRWELL = ALUMINUM wy WINDOW. |

ONE TOVL TO BLEVATOA. - HORITONTAL SPUT . GrAY MPTAL: J
ONE DooR. To 107 - WooD Howew CoRe.
WVINDOWS:

2 EXTERIORWINDOWS - bf LigHrS. QA TRIM.

BUILDING ELEMENTS

ROPIATORS - NuMBER __L__ SKETLH: <—NorTH
D CONDITIONIN G

SPRINKLER (eaDs - NUMBER 4
NMectlanical -

PLUMBING HXTURES: No. § TYPES :
WATEE. FOUNTAIN

v Uadring :  AlovrescedT
INCONPESCENT

ROOM. ELEMENTS
A AN

AL SC,

189



ocATA

Pa S C

—_

ROOM _2073F  SCHEDULE

CHARLESTOWN  NAYY YARD BUILDING (%(,

BUILDING ELEMENTS

WALLS
25 W: BRids, LAD WNQ PAINTED ToP ' ®eowN

N - PARTITIONS WooD TRE-FAD PANBLLING AL SEOND
Daso oFfiLE Hee \obD AUD BRNTIONS.

FLooes:
C\ P CoNcegre

9'vq" pspesToS TIWE - QRerA

GCEWLINGS:
AP coNcrEen:

122" AoVSTICAL CBILING TILE- . BEAMS BenveeN PAINTED Bzan

VooRS :
ONE Door - wWooh 172 PANEL Duol- 1© Room 200

No Too iN Door FRAME. To 208

WINDO WS
12 EXTERIOR WINDOWS  6f, PaunNTEBO TAN.  VENITIAN BUNDS,

ROOM ELEMENTS

A vopiators - Nomper 4 SKETTH: ~—NoRTH

0 | A CONDITION ING

Neclanica

V' | SPRINKLER (esDs - Numee 12
o
o

PLUMPING AXTURES: Mo. § TYPES

VI LgHNNG :  FLovgBsceNT”

|N CONTPESCENT

Usep 16 MABINTENANCE SHof
oNE coLuMN (N MONLE Of gooM - BNEUED

L 1

190



F

ROOM _z0o&  SCHEDULE

CHARLESTOWN NAYY YARD  ®BUILDING 150

oA TA

A SIC

BUILDING ELEMENTS

wALLS
ORIGINAL - PANTED PRICK. TNEUED OVBE. W 448’ PRE-Fd PBNELS.

P | FROM cEILING - Brick PANTED ProWN Asove PanNewNé.

AOORS:
CI P CONCRETE..

3% 0" LEPESDS TILE - GRELN

CEULINGS:
Z\P CoNueTe..

(2" x12° Acousical. k. APPUED DIRELTLY o condiestte.

PooRsS : .
Ne poorp-.

WIND2 WS

| ":, EXTERQIoR- VINDOV-  TANTED Tan.

e ———————— ]

ROOM ELEMENTS

0 | ROpIATORS - NUMBER SKETLH: <—NorTH
) Dl CONDITION ING
v | SPRINKGER deaps-NumeeR | |mense
o | MecHaNicaL o 0 ne
[]
0 | ALUMPING HXTURES: No. § TYPES -?_fﬁ

[N CONDEACENT

AMISC.

v | LUghTiINg :  ELOVRBSCENT s IEM zo£| %&»&

CURRENTLY UED b ALE 1Room —==

—_—

191



ROOM _ 209 SCHEDULE
CHARLESTOVN  NAYY YARD PUILODING 150
WALLS -
NiE, S ween SO PARNTIoNS. 4'c8' PRE-FAB PANBLLING ovER DU
| | w: mesourY Betey wAl
I v
4 FLOORS:
Dl fspomen Tose 99" Amesms e Ay Pee EsT oF (36
| | &eee®RD oee.
| O |cewaNGgS:
| 4| 2'xd4' KousncaL DeoPPED CaiLing PONELS INTEGEAED W FLouREScENT
| © UGHN Ng.
v [Pooms : o
ONE pecHED OFBN TookiA| T ST 5 (lo‘))
oNE WINDow Dot 0 Room 204 (SEE DrAWING )
{ WINDO W%
§ VO EXTER0E - TANTED WHTE.
>
Q
jmwn"oae- Nomeek __| SKETLH: <—NorTH
N o T A conpimionin 109 s sy
i - 4 -L c—/
v | SPRINKLER UdeaDs- numeer L |
o | MechanicaL F?\
D | o | ruMBING ExTURES: fo. § TYPES wl !
3 fpoom 209 204
3 v [ UaiTING : o FLOVRESCENT
_INCONTEACENT
o (lolulp
CORRENTY USBD 06 CoP( Poom. —F

192



_

DA T A

PASIC

PBUILDING ELEMENTS

ROOM %0 | SCHEDULE

CHARLESTOWN NAYY YARD  BUILDING 150

WALLA

qreeeN
Beick N, E,W. PANTED i ¢ ywoon sHestHNg BvarED or qreenl
woopR gUD Sou™.

ALoos:
12" v 12" AopenTos TiE- T BlowN

CRALING®:
4'x®' RYwood W BATENS - PANTED WHIE

NEL oot BRWMS.

PooRS : “ v "
“To: oNE T to??akem Pane L Door- WH A 26 238" WINDOW:

ONE To %01 Teex GeeeN 5 PaeL Tooe.

WINDO WS

TEN EXTERIOZ WINDOWS ML Py Ligurs | qreed Tum

ROOM ELEMENTS

RODIATORS - NumeeR B SKETTH: <—NoRTH

D CONDITION IN g

MeclanlicaL

0
< | SPAINKLER desDs- dumeeR T
o
0

ALUMBING HXTURES: Ko, § TY PP :

| KI&WT HLOVRESCENT

INCONPPSCENT |

193



ROOM 207 SCUHEDULE. ]

CHARLESTOWN NAVYY YARD BUILDING 1%(,

WALLS
Mmooty BeoiNg E,5 W - PANTED hM‘f

N-WooDd PeNNuN uNENISHED -~ PMNTRRO qeaY

DATA

fLooes:
959" dBESTDS TES - BrowM

CELINGS:

oper Beom, , EOETERS -
PANTED geay

BPA S| C

PYooRs :
SNE SUDING HeavY memL fLE Door-

oNe PNELBD Took- 10 %o | PANTED P qreeN.

WINDOWS:

4 %y ugnT> BUTBRIOR- WINDOWS- TumM

BUILDING ELEMENTS

O | RADIATORS - NUMBER SKETZH: <*—NoRTH
\“.\. o | D CONDITIONING

V' | SPRINKLER (eaDs - NumeeR &

. — =t Bt
% O | MecHaMicaL- ] w’; " dare i
W | O | AUMBING FHXTURES: lo. § TYPES: oA uguT
i -
3 S Ugurng . SFrLovrescent — | Boom ﬁeq |
ncouvescent | |\ |
3ol ‘ :

194



CATA

A SIC

BUILDING ELEMENTS

Pﬁ

ROOM _204 SCHEDULE

CHARLESTOWN NAYY YARD  BUILDING %0,

wALLA
N,E'é‘ W BRILK LoaDBEsRING - PANNTED é,tAT

BETWEEN 304 1 305 : CONGEENE Tock-. PAUNTED Gea.

FLOORS:
CLP CONCEETE - PNNTED RBD.

CEWANGS:
2" CEMENT STULLO - TNTED WHITE.

— . ,
INE GLUDING  HEAVY METDL FIRE Dool- - PNTED ooy T foom %oz
ore ALUMINUML DooR WITH WINDOW To stuewsll.

AE To BLEVATOR- pogi3onTALY SPUT SUIDING Dooks— PAINTED GRAY.
oNE Tb ROOM 506, Houow colE wooD TDooR . MODEEN.

WINDO WS
AL WINDOWS %8 UGHTS = PAINTED GeaY.

WINDOW 1N (ENTRE- OF Soo™H WAL BoseDep ovee.

ROOM ELEMENTS

v | vopiaToRS - NuMBER L SKETLH: <—NorTH
o [ At coNDITIONING '

V| SPRINKLER deaDs - NumeeR LS
0 | Mecranica- '

0 | PLUMBING HXTURES: lo. § TYPES : l :

2

2
™

V L UqitING . FLovRBSCENT

INCONTPESCENT |

195




— — —
ROOM _ 205 SCHEDULE

CHARLESTOWN  NAVYY YARD BUILDING 150

wALLS -
ALl WALLS CoNCRETE BLOLL - PAINTED GeeeN

| <
| +
. 4 -
fLooes:
D (24
CL P CONCRETE -~ PANTED RED

} J

O |cBwaNGgS:

4 L G <UL - WITE-
| © CBMENT

Yoo RS :
ole Foom %06~ thuow Mepy - Greay

WINDO WD
J, WiNoow BARZED - WiNDoW INGIDE PooM AGSUMED TO BE BOELED.

BUILDING ELEMENTS

0 | oplaToRS - NUMBER SKETZH: <—No=TH
& 0 | Dl CONDITION IN G 2 o4
o | Sprinker deaps-wumeer | | " | mzzer 77777
o) Mectanlical - 7 ”
W | 0 | AUMBING HXTURES: to. § TYPES : 30, |
< A
§ v LqitiNg . FLOURESCENT b
INCONDEECENT g
o AuESS TO THE Room. INP GANELED ’\
V[P woen HeouGh ceack aT B or TS HALE BARRED.
g Tooe MDD PesiosL| GHERED INFD. oEL Y1 AND RILL WNOGW INSIDE.

) BALR
UED ceeeNTLY D% AvMunition /Aems &mﬁ ED B PR ® I

106



P\OOM 300 SCHEDULF/

CHARLESTOWN NAYY YARD PUILDING 120,

DA T A

PAHSIC

BUILDING ELEMENTS

WAL
N W: BRILK WaLLS AL WAL WaNE  RYwooD SHESTWNG
£: WooD SD PARNTION 4 coNweere CAP} odse ~ PANTED qeeen (PAaLe)
S CONCESTR Prock.

Loots.
L\P WONGLeTE - PANNTED RED

GRALINGD:

1" UEMENT SO - wHIE.

Pooks :
o louow METAL TRoR- o Room 65 ANNTED GEaY.

tbilow coce moDEsN weD Dook. Tb Room Jod,

WINDOWD:
WINDoWS M Bitepn ol THE INGIDE — %, Ligurs. oY 4 VINDOVS i a)

/| voviarors - nomeea. _L_ SKETTH: ~—NowTH
\,“.\. 0 | A& CONDITIONIN ¢ f
% v | SPRiNGER deaos - pumeeR 2 \ - J
0 | Meclanical - oy
W | 0 | AUMBING FXTURES: No. § TYPDS: \}
§ 5 5

V] UGN VFLOURESCENT

Ziconppscent | | U

197



LIST OF WORKS CONSULTED

Boston Naval Shipyard, Architectural and Environmental inventory, David
Wright, May 1974.

Field Notes, Building 136, Peter Snell and G. Rodger Evans, 1978.

Historic Drawings: 1909 - eleven sheets; 1936 - eleven sheets;

~ post-1936 - seven sheets.

Historic Photographs Nos. 275-37, 276-37, 524-37, 590-37, 704-37, and
705-37, Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston National Historical Park.

Historic Structure Report, Marine Barracks Building |, Architectural Data
Section, Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston National Historical Park, G.
Rodger Evans, 1978.

National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form,

- Charlestown Navy Yard, Edwin C. Bearss and Peter Snell, May 1978.

_ Tas’k Directive, Development Concept Plan, Charlestown Navy Yard Unit,
Boston National Historical Park, Package 102, DSC Account
2001-2395-399.

198



tt. ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA SECTION

by
Audrey Marie

199



ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA SECTION
Building 136

Building 136 will be demolished after April 1, 1979, to provide access
into the Charlestown Navy Yard through Gate 4. Subsurface
archeological investigations will not be conducted at the site prior to
demolition and new construction. This brief archeological data section
discusses the potential for recovery of archeological resources at the site
of Building 136.

Determination of archeologically sensitive locations at the site of
Building 136 was based on the series of historical base maps produced by
Historian Edwin Bearss, covering the physical development of the yard
from 1800 to 1961. This author inventoried the data from Historian
Bearss' base maps, cross-referencing it to sections of land by a grid

system.

The documents do not indicate the existence of any major buildings
on this site prior to the construction of Building 136. Figure 1 shows
the expected original location of a "wood shed" (c. 1823-58) and a
“"wooden shed" (c. 1870-1901). Since these sheds stood for at least 30
years, they were probably built with permanent foundations. Structural
evidence for these two buildings may be uncovered during demolition and

construction activities at the site.

Figure 1 also shows the features and structures recorded in the
vicinity of Gate 4 and below the existing paving. Most of this area
endured as pasture, marsh, and nonspecific open space around the Marine
Barracks yard until the 1830s. It then became a yard entrance between
the Marine Barracks and the ropewalk, and has continued in this capacity
to the present day. A "ditch or drain wall® (c. 1800) and a “causeway"
(c. 1812) were the major developments in this area prior to its use as a

yard entrance.
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Other features and activities that utilized this space were several
types of wooden fence,” the parade ground, a lane to the brick yard, the
Marine Barracks yard, concrete roadways, and driveways. The original
- "Salem Turnpike" which became "Chelsea Street" may have extended into
the present boundaries of the yard beyond the present limit of Chelsea
Street. Construction of Building 136 in 1909 and an addition to it in 1936
probably destroyed evidence of these features whose original impact on
the land was relatively shallow. In addition, numerous utility lines exit
or enter the yard below Gate 4. These utilities will also have destroyed
shallow evidences of original grade and fabric of the above mentioned
features. Since this area represents part of the northermost section of
the okiginal yard, it is doubtful that grade was affected by artifical land-
filling to an extent that features became buried and possibly preserved
beneath the disturbance created by the construction of Building 136 and

various utilities.

Due to the shallow nature of the original features located at this site
at various times and the probable disturbance caused by numerous
utilities and construction of Building 136, it is doubtful that undisturbed
archeological resources will be exposed. However, since this survey is
based strictly on historical records, undocumented resources may exist at
this site. Should undocumented cultural resources be exposed during
demolition and construction at the time of Building 136 and the new road,
procedures for compliance with Section 106 of the 1966 Historical

Preservation Act must be implemented.



Fig. 1: Potential archeological resources
at the site of Building 136 and
Gate 4, Charlestown Navy Yard,

Boston National Historical Park.
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As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the
interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and
water, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The
department also has major responsibility for American Indian reservation
communities and for people who live in island territories under U.S.
administration.

Publication services were provided by the graphics staff of the Denver
Service Center. NPS 1933
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