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vho following adiinistrative history of Black Canyon of
the Gumison Hational lonumont is based upon a variety of
gources. iost important, perhaps, have beon the documeniary
naterialg on EBlack Canyon at National Archives in E'Iash:i_ﬁgton
ond the various monthly rcports at Black C;n,;lyoﬂf’.*cself end in

the Superinbondentts OL{fice at Colorado Ilational lionument (now

Curccenti, Colorado and Black Canyon in liontrose)s Tie monthly
reports include reports by the rangers (both Horth and South Kinm
'in some ceses), rcports by the supervisory rangers, reports by '

the superintendents, and speeial voports.e Also a valuable

source of information have becn the regional neuspapers,

espeeially the old Monbroase Imterprige and tho contenporary

ontroso Doily Presse A variety of portinent mepgaszine articles

and books have boen referred to, and personal corrmnlcabions,
both written and 'vAer'bal , With sorze of %the hisbtoric figlu*es
assoclabed tlr:':_‘th Black Conyon have afforded an enrichient of
source naberial, | |

Nlo hiétory can be conpleto, and' this one is no e xeccptions
However, the brood canva's has been pain'tecl‘for Black Canyon,
uith many of the najor and minor details aslretched in., Years
ago Assistant Superintaindent Poul R. Franke must have looked
forwrard to that deoy when this history would be compilodeees

"Renaaber, " he wrote the two Monument rangers who in 1938 were

writing the aroa's monthly reports, "the narrative rcport is

also the history of the monument and years later it will be

neecessary to rofor to it.*
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i THE I.DIAY PERIODY

Indiang had never oxorted rmuch dircct irpact on the
country which oventually vas to become Black Canyon National

ilonunont and indeed worc long gone by the time the Honument was

created in 1933. This, howcver, had becn thoir realm for

generat ions before the penetration of tho first white men; and
at lowgt the Utes! cloim to the land was to have an indirect

ificanecs which bas lingered yoars ofter the last Indiemns

4]
§.

disappearede

Obvioudly there were aborigines in the area, if not atOthe
canyon itsolf, prior to the advent of the Utes. Folgom spenx
points have beocn found in the reszion, aend there are rmony ancient
pictographs and 1$etroglyphs. Certainly a TFrauont cui‘aura'
existod rogionally, waile mumierous (30-40) rock shelters are
Imown whose origin is obscure but which abt any rate are not
Puoblo.? Unfortunately for the history of the ifomumient, few of
the above finds wero made within its boundaries.aa '

The University of Colorado's A..luhl"OpOlO Ay Dopartmont has
carried out an archaeological rcconnaissance in the Uncor:pohgre,

Valley, os woll as east of the llonument in the va.." ey. of the

Cuzmicon River which will be inundated by rescrvolr wator; end

'these findings should be available in late 1965. Dut regardless

of nour finds, no earlier Indien group will supplant the.Utes in
terns of rogional importances -

Linguis‘ically, tho Ubes, like the Paiutes, wore Shoshoneon
and fartheor back uvereo related to the Uto-Azbecan stock wvhich also

/

gave rise to the Aztoc, Pim'a; Papago, liopi, and Corianche. The
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Utes hod always Locn a locly ouvnisaineGreat Dngin teibe, unliie

the Greot Plains Cuoyernco aad Arapahocs, dendly cncimics of tha
[ ]

os, who cxie couthwroud Inte Coicrade fron central Cenadn ond

the northsrn Grent Inlms staias pricr to 1800,

S

“he Ubog wers shorb, sbtocky, rrascular, hocordng rorély in

-an

miadlo nge. They wero raputedly good lositing for Indians b
woro goaerally dirty ond £ilty, according to scmo observers, and
bl L83

so dorlk-sttimmed thot $ho Choyennes roferred to them as "Bleck

e

Facoa® or "Dlack Indiang." Tho Utes colled themeelves Yintiz,"
riear:ing Mg, Poople, ¥ and the mountain country ubdch dhey cecupiod
thc:{ nerod "Phe Siining Founbains.®  The word "Yubsh, i peforring

to therm, o:v-e.nturli:f beeoanc comﬁptod Lo "Utol" ‘ |

of Ute Indi:ns

s

Hicboricnlly there woere tluwoc seographic bonds
in the Rock‘j wounsnin=Grest Dasin couniwy, tho group most closzly
associataé wish the Blgck Canyon arca belng the Uncompahgre or
mabeguache (proncunced Tahewatek) bende3 fThese Indions spent

their wintors slong the Uaccmpabgre (origirnlly urcopagadin,

moening "diere the red light shines on the waber; lh the valley

Caa

of the Unco;apahgv.’d was knox-:n,'o'.s the "Valley of Fountairs") and
Gurnigon (=Tomichl) Rivers be’aﬁreen presont-day lontrose and
Grond Junchion, especially in Shavano Valley south of rontrose,
traveling into the highor mountcin country in pursuit of door

wring suzmers.  This wes tholr mein conbact

vith Bloel Canyon, which was lmown as the "hlace of high rocks

and rmach water."s They wers wore or less wandarors in historic

tinos, end heaco it is difricult Lo assoss the gboriginal

popuiation of the groupe Ib has been ectinated at from 1000 to

3000 individuals ot the time of first consact with vhites; in



- undoubtedly too

ELS it was est incted ab 1500, 5000 in 1650.

) Prior to contact with white man, tho Ubtoa croe presuied To
have boon village-dwelling sedentaxy Indians, although not
agriculturally inclincd lilo tho Pueblo Indicns to the souths
ey Wero & moxm‘co.in hnting tribe, well lmoun for their
provegss with bovs and arrows, and later gunSe Their bowrs, of
juniper, pine, or othor native woods, uerse six-footers, the
arrous two to four feet long,' nede of shrub branches such as
serviceberry tipped with flﬁit or obsidian, lator with 10601,

A good Tto hunter could shoot arrous ebout es fast as & vhite -

- nan could shoot bullets from a rovolver, with dce.dlsr accurécy,

-

up to 200 focb. .
vrir .arlly and

The Ties hunted for decry '@ abbits Sy uocoad‘.ri 1y

}for ¢llz, antclope, and bighorn shecp; and these forays

L then to the vieinity of 3lucl: Canyone They
wero supcrstitious, howover, and bblieved that no ons could
follow the river through itg derk chasi and coxe out alivos
Henco, their cctivity premmably'was restricted to ‘ché rims,
wherc thoir scabicred artifacts have been found, and this
gebivity was only on & periodic basise Thore yeg en Indian
tpail into Red Roclk Canyon, and the modn crossing of the river
was done at that points. when nNscessarye

Pre suming thmt tho l'onument ared was prmumly used as a
cacuel Luntim_, ground during swrier and f£oll by tho Utes, it is

intorcsiing to, conjecture on ‘the hu.nuinf; tochni ques uged herss
Door, the corwion big gonio, nay have been ki '.L1 od in a drivo,
1ike that used with bicon on tho Grout Plainse Tho aniiwls

vore driven into decep pits within sagebrush or: other brush

bk

Indions - 3

/3
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‘poned and driod for winter usés - ' -

Indions = ip -

cnclosurcs mnd then “hu(,lltored. Reriins of whab rmay havo leon
(= "gane tra g . and elsewhere ==z : =
decor encloguras hinve ocn found in the Serpent Point area, on the -

caiyonts lorth Rine Undoubtedly docr woreo ...1.,0 hunbod inchvn.au{ﬁ T.g

by st2lking. Rabbits were genorally hunted corm wnally. Thoy -

were driveon :Lnto noLs, bumcd out of brushland cover (as r*igllt,;‘;;ﬁ_
ave ha n*:ened in tho Blaclt Canyon bra°}&~-.d), or chased with - . 2.1

dogse dack robbits were occas.lonﬂly bunted on horsobucke

The meat of cnimals kill ed would bo cool’od ovor coals,

broiled, or jerlked. RoDLDiL moat, to be boilecd, was pubt into s

watcr»proof baskzets in vhich tho uater was hoated by hot rockse i=-

T™ho broiled end ra,ls of %he larger r*m'xn*;s.lﬂ wors congidored =
doliccciese Some hidoes and aioked neat were talken to Denver the} ’
latier half of the l1aat century for barters

“‘10 Utes, unlike the Puchblo Indions to the south, made

soro uso of fish for food, though appaerently doing limitod or

no fishing within the confinss of the Dloclf Canyon out of \
daforcnce to suporstition and inacces ﬂzbllit In the valloys .

to north and south, however, fish oy have beon coucht in . =
willow woirs or. shot with arrowé, oaten Lresh o‘r boiled, or s
‘The Utesv wero not agricultural Indians and niade relatively .-
1ittlo use of plant material as food. They aid partake of fruit -:
in season, e.,oecie.lly the serviceborry and chokochorry waich . T
abound in the canyon arold, proboebly uscd the Garbel's oak '
acorns, yucca fruib, comas ond obhor roots, the large soeds of
rico gras 58, unc’oubtcdly othor plant matorial as welle For

oxaniple, they used licotiana attenuata for tobaccoe Spocial

baskets wero rﬂado for collect ing and processing plant naterialse

70 snd mntan Prarh. fraif would be grn.od and then stored in
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baglobs in wnderground nlts. Cl:iokocherrics vero often rashed

with the pits and Jried into balls for latoer use. rOnEileon,

a U:Lntn:e stople of the India:x a, wasg made fron aried scrvico=

borries or chiokochorri os, fat, and veaison, formed into bloclfs.
b N 3

- - =

Pinyon mtbs wore undcubtedly usod by local Tndians, being

apched in hot ashes and thon shelleds AW grinding of nuts

p
ctatos or morhers and rullors,

end acorns wasg done by rioens of n

a Great Basin techniques

j:h tho aveilability of snenish horses by at least 161‘;;0,'

tho Utos woro able to make hunting fora;s into the bison
country of ‘c‘::e Great Plains, and their ma‘oérial, L’«ou'*h not
gocial and rolig;:’».ou", culture ber.ran to agsume the nature of

As a case in point, the lance, & sevon-foot

the plainsg Lribes.
ame inbo nge both for hunting and in

stock tippod with £lint, ¢
uare. The quest afver bison brought the Utes in*f:o contlich with’
the Ar nahoes and Cheyonmes, and frequent alrirpiches tcok places -
ho Ubecs Wero considered brave and exzcellent 13&1’1‘”.101"8,‘&161‘"6

and angressive, and yarred not only with the tribes cbove U b

al*o with the Havaho, Kiowa, Apache, Comienche and Soghonie

Lecally, there devel opod occasi om.l anbagonis botwoen Utes

mcroaclung whiteos, ocspecially in the cocond heif of.' the

and

last centurye
criginally, the Utes lived in tepeos
ncl'lups , the latbter espociclly during

-,raits in

covered uith elk hide

or in brush-covoros frm.d ¢
As ul‘O‘J began to assume Groot Plains

surricy ronths.
g for btepeoss Tho VUtes

1ntor years, bthey began using bison hide
yere notoriously poor tapee tuildsrs, thoir niclmanoe ariong
Thoir topccs WOre

-

neishboring bribos being "Bad Lodges."

am At e e
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cmoller than most Creat Plains bepecs, with fower md shortor

polos, & larzer oolce hiole, and a higher door. 'Tho foundation

T

- -y == -~ - ‘- - e e am e - -

rfor the tepoo wog four poles, ugually of arpca which would

wave baen avoilable in the Momunent arse, with o Lotol of

b

b~

clsven poles Zer supaort of tho covoring and two poles to

rerlate the smoko ole, Sinco the Black Conyon »eglicn vas

imdouptodly used for tronsiont hunting, it seens unlikely

that any extensive topes rillages WEYrc evar nipchod here, Hut

: ¢ e ' Sa. . .
brush wickiups mey have been wsodes Corbeinly in the valleys

to north and south both Uepeos and wicldups wore aiployed,

end tepee rings have bsen ranorted net too fer £fron the

—_—

Tor clothing in the eoxly days the Utos dopended upon

deor, cll, antelope, and nountain shoecp hides and rabhit peltse

atpips of »abbit fur wero sowm bogother to moko wraps cad also
for blankets. mlankets ond robos wore & so made from olk and

i e pelts were droased b the wonien cad
&

rade into clothing. me flpesh was reroved with »ough
fleshors, then tho haip scraped off with a deor-shin beoozing

¥oxt the hidesg wWors votsed, strobched, dried, rubbed
sofbened by powd ing

with wot deor brains, and £ineglly seoled or

with a stonce

The rien wore ghlris or robes, deorskin Logs

L ] l" -
clouta and olkhido nocooasens unlessg on var roid

wyoro only the brcoch-clou{;s‘aml noccasins.

worny only 2b corcmonialse The hair, nover cub, hwag in two
braids on thoir chesise Phio womten woro beliod lcather ¢ovd

oxbonding beclow tho Imesg, occasing and logrings, end
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bLoolobt canse Thoy wore their holy uvnbraided, With the

avoilability of bulfalo, that hido cmae into cormor. use Loy nany

Lo 0f clothing, such o8 rioccosing made fron the hide turasd

hair-cide in.
tockebs of e variety

For houcolkeeping, the Utes weve cood

of sizes and shopeos from willcwr, Theso us ed Lor wakber woro

water~proofed with pinyon pitch, soms of which wicht have been -

obseinsd fronm the Blaclk Canyon pinyon grovos. Wocden bLowls

Lo
were occasionelly ugaed, probably mado of cobtommood, Iinited

quznbities of poor grade pottery were also ubilized. The Ubes

uere acconplishod et maldng a varieby of bucks n pouches 1'11;x.ch

Utonsils sar‘h ag awls, bide

were often nicely decorated,

scpaper bandles and laifo handles were made of tono or. horns

fmong the Utes, the women made. the clothing, proviced ubenslls

fo» the lodge and hou chold, cooked the meals, looked after the
ov:.nz;. Heonwhile,

children, ond Wero nyimrily concerned in camp -l

the mon hunted, made ral ids in%o o'rmwr perritory, viroughth

woapons, and conductod rost of the e corsmonialse
}

T 1061 the Guemison tend of Tiea wag glven

Conejof by tho terriborial fovernor of Colorado, ox

Fond was appointed the first cgente The Treaty of 10863,

patifioed the next year, seob thoe Uncorpahgre Utes on & reservation
which included the preseat arsca of tha romwaent as well as other
Colorado country west of the continental aivide. This treaty, |
sipned LY ten of the Tabouache leader includlng Oyxeys

guaranteed thal tho Ubes, in exchonge for 1ond piven up, would
recoivo frem the folerzl covernmsnt 150 cattle amunally for

£ ve yoars, lOOO‘sﬁeel annuclly for tuo :,rozv:s, then 500 shecep

S
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a yoox Tor hlreo more years if during this poriod tlic Indimns
showod an inborcst in ranching and agriculbure, Thors was
prorifas to furnich a bleockanith and bo givo the band 10,000

a year in goods and $10,000 in provisions for ton yoars. 0On

all of these promises tho gove mont dofaultods

Tho Treaby of 1868 united the Use bonds, and Chicf Ouray

was naned by the government to hoad tho nation at $l000 a year

A2

sc]nry.é In all, tho Utes enterod into cight troctles with
during this periode
sho Unitcd States Govormmenty By 16882, shortly aftor tho . local

rozion had boen throim open 0 whiso sobtlement, noat of tho

tions in Ubah, thus

Cclorada Utoer had beoon moved to reserva
cuzbailing direct Indian influence in the Black Canyon XcgGions

In »obrospech, 3% would goom 1ilply that the main use

rhe Utes mode of the Black Canyon ared Wad for hunsing ond

perhaps some collection of plont natorinlse They did ugo

Siczial Hi1l, souith of the lomwient near the Wost Portal of

the Cunnigon Diversion Turnel, for exzchongoe of signal fires

in years gone by; and there has been an unlikely yumor thob

' . ‘ . -
minte Pruiblond Hesa dates o o

the firc scar on hhe orth

Tive sot by Thea bo drive out the whitoe nian,

oo

stpangely cnough; the Ubes! rost significmnt impact on

tho Mommment caome long after the maiens? departure. The Ute

Tndian Troaky of Juno 15, 1808, guarcnteod the Utes o

reruneration of $1,325 an cecro for any ndou disnosition of the
csbablishnent

thon the originel lonument,,

1and undor Sha Public Lend Lowade

wag being coasidered in tho early 1930 '3,7 and vhen later

! beundery chonzes wero contemplotod, tho gpschey of this

- end uhwir

% l mrovigion was to kosp tho momory of the Utes® former "oappy
. A

i - P PR 3 | B, ORI,
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REIERENUCES

) = Unleges otheriizso neted, tho folleuring ncemunt of the Ube
Indians og a cultural group is based upon a synnhesis
of informeition frcem the referencea Deloe. :

Feolg, Ralrh L, 1935, EBthnolory of Loelzyy liowbain otional
Pariz. 27 ppe liational Porl: Sorvice,. Bcrhcley.

Dricsham, Lillian Re 1931, liistorlal puido to Colorados.
Colorade Socieby <f the D.AWR., Denver,

can of Awericon ¥t 3301053. 1919, ¥andbock of Anericon
Incdians north of lexico. PBur. smer. Etlmo. Bulle 30
Cropley, Geowge T, 1950, Coloradnly mountain Utea. Colo.

tlonderland 1(6) 20=23, . ' :

Daniecls, delen Sloan. 19bl, Tho Ute Indians of outh-
wastern Colorado. D'“dnro, Duyeanzo Public Lib»ary,

Dawson, Thores P, 1919, The Ute Indians belfore the
appearance of the White ilan. The Trall 1 (2): 5=10,

Douzlasg, Eric H, and J. Ao Jecncone 1945, The Ute Indianse
Danver Art Tussum Lesafleb lae 10,

Emitt, Roberte 105h. The last wrar freils 333 pd. TUnive
klahoria Press, lomian,

Rorbcé-Lindsey, G, Hoa 1907, Exploring the Culquon Canons
vopld s Work 1h{5): 9376-9373.

iofen, InRay Re 1052,  The Indicns of Colorados 52 ppe
State HIistorical Soclety of Colorado, Doavors

‘rl

Joclmick, Sidney. 1913. Early dcys on the wostern slope
of Cclorado. 38 ppe Cawrson-Earper Company, Denver,

Lowie,Pcbart He 195k, Indions of the pleing. 222 1p.
IlcGroy-1iill Book Co., How Yorlke .

Opler, lMarvin K. 1Sl10. The Southern Ute of Colorado. Int
feculiurebion in seven fmeorican Indicon bribes, Rsldh

VL w.w

~Linton, editor. A. Apploton-Century, liew Yorke

State Historicdl Society of Colorndo, Ute Indian Huseun
exhitibs and bre ckm?o,~hort=osc.

“tewart, O-ecr Co 1942, Culture oloment dly‘“l“uElOﬁﬁt
XVIII, Ute~Southern Palute. Anthropolozical Records
&lh), University of Celiforniz Press, Borlzcle.
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noclaroll, Wilson. 1956. Tho ULos: & forgotten pcoplce
.307 Poe Sog0 Boolss, Denvcere

The Ube Indions in historical -
ColOe 180

L

Zinrpy, Robert e 1938,
pelobion to proto~Axbeco-Tonoan culburc.

15(h) s 1341524

2 « Porconal cormunication from
of Anthropolozy, University ol Colo

[}

Dr. Robort Lister, Dopartment
I’ado’ Al)I’il 19, 1965'.

24 Tio Folsom points ond "sarious rock inscriptions” woro
found on the lcrth Rim noar tho l'onumentts west boundary
in Scptember of 1939, - Honthly Reporte

3 - Later incoxporated into tho 1iiadle or Ccchetopa AGONCYe

", , by the Yubasg called Ancepagard

{wiich according Lo the interprecter, means Lasuna

Colorado) becomigse noar its courcse therc is & spring of

red wvater, hot and bad testing. " - Bolbton, Eerbert E.

1950, Pogeant in the wildernesse Ubah Histe 2T 13:

150,

5 - llational Park Service Report,
ational Archives,

S RN

L, - According to Bscanlante,

Hovembor, 1937. HCR-RB,

ne A wiclup site was found at ths west end of the Liorth Rim in ,
, Septerbor of 1939, ond tenbt poles were found in sugust of

' 1ch0 in the sano genercl arvea, A130, just vader the

pivrock overlool:ing the wost end of Bostuick Perk 2

possible burial site voas élscovered in Septenber, 195632, =~

Lonthly Reports.

os thoir land "as long as the

6 - This troaty guarmateed the Ut
vight growe" . .

pivers misht mn and grasses
7 - Sso Chaptor V, Ths Monument Establighment. ®

. s
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CHAPTER II | /1L
TIE BARLY RoGTONAL EXPLORERS
Rivera, BEscalanto, cumison and Frazont

1£ history could be rouritton, it would be ruch niore exciting
1ad the firat white oxplorcrs of the

sieipt tho uplift.

v in 1765, over

for Plack Canyon's to havo I

roach the chami rin pother than microly

rosion
o tho Uncompahgre Vello

fut from Riveratls onbry int

s before history could ruthfull

a ccnbury was bto plso y record such

on oevcente
. 7/ . .
Juan leria de Riveratls ¢

ty of Black Canyon.l

spodition of 1765 was probably the

rirst in tho vicini on ordecrs Lrom Tomﬁs
fTew Mexico, the parly had left Santa

/7
vélez Cachupin, Governor of
he wostern San Juins,

mineral riches, prospocted ©

Fe scarching for
slope of the Unconipehpre

and evenbually cormo down tho north

Platoou into the river valley I

oy today!s ontrosce

Following the Tncompehgro River northwest, the expedition
skirted the wesbern e of tho Black Cenyon uplift Lo the
junction of the CGunnicon and Uncompahgre Rivers near tho presenﬁ-
day bowm of Doltd, where On thc>south bank an encarprient vas
rade in a mcadode Hore,'reportcély, Rivera cubt a cross oh a
mgocond-growth” cottomiood bogether with bis initials end the year
of the tripe. Aftor sending two rien 2CTOS83S tho river (nmistalzoned
for the Golorado) Lo 100k for Yuta (=Ute) Indimns, Rivora turnod

ound and proceedod back ©

Tranciscans I'ray Francisco AY

he way ho had COR®s .

his group ar
onagio

In late gurmorl of 1776

o Vélez do Egeolante and thoipr suall

end Fray Silvestr
# 4y honor of tho loader

do narcd "Atanaslo

S
Doningues

party, with a yota gul
porifngues, o nortiheast off tho Unconpehgro ploveau and struclk
cisco) about five ridles

ahsro River (=Rfo de San Frun

the Unconid
This was nov enti

south of prosent-day liontrosee rely strange
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 tho west benk of the Unconpahire Rwer,

_od{;od rieadow aoou'b the

country, inastuch as tho expodition wag femil sar with Rivorats

journal ond includcd ono man vho had o.lready bcen in the awen,

al]y noted that whore the exp

cadoyr aboub tbroo leo;;ucs long

»

mgcalante prophotic ecdition first
saw the river "..eethore is am

.‘

with excellent lond for CTOPS, opportunitios for jrrigetion ond
n3

ocvery thing ncoded for the establistmént of a gdod sobtlencnte.
The next dey, Augush 27, the party novod dowmstreom along
with the Black Co..xyoh

uplift in view to thoe right, crossed.uho river soveral miles

below todayls I-iontvoso, and campod for

co riles nopth of Olathe, On the 20th

tho e:a:peditlon 16ft the river end cub cro gs~country o Jomd the-
ond of tho uplift, striling the CGunnison River (=Rio do San
Prancisco Javier=Rio del Tomichi) several milos west of its

orth Fork, near the gito of Austine

night in e bend of he river where thero was

USa nto. Iom.cm it then on uthe

junction with the I

group caxped that
sone pasburage, 7 nenming the spob

ssed the Gumnison ivor "in which tho

arternoon of Iugust 30 ero
os of the horses" and

above the sbouldo" blad

water ronchod
Torth Fork of the Curnison (—-Rlo de

prococdod northeast to the
about the 1oéaﬁzion' of Hobtchlzlss.

here the expedition crossed northeast over CGrand l16s?, leaving

santa Fosa de Lima), ab From

the Black Canyon arclle

Thus Es calanto ond his men circled ruch of the Plack Canyon

gouth by west to north, fording wabor which hed enanated

roalized wi

{ron

from the porges Lut nover

circuniscribede

sround 1837 Fort Uncompahgre was constructed just bolow

-

fat rugged seenery they had |

o e bine
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the nicht in a cob tonwood= -
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the junciion of tho Gumiison and Uncorpe hesre by fntoino Robidoux,

rrenchy trador fronm Ste Louis; and(fcr the short time beforo it
was burned by Uted, the Tort served a@s & CONG epcpating point.L
tpobod to the Black Canyon COTEes

Mt if enyono {ron-horo neENc’T

the event was unpublicizede
in 1353 Johmn ¥illiens Gunuison and his p"rt" 1llko thoso

pefore, skirted the Black Canyon uplifh but falled to rcoch the

inagch as Cunnison's naAe ig closcly ascociated |

it is wortb delinsating in grcater

dotail this man ond his expedition.s

Johm Williams Cunnison wasd born on Novanmber l,, 1812,

£OTICe tlewover,

with the prosent’ﬁonuncnt,

Goshen, liow Lonpshdve, & erall village in ths Sunapoo liountainse
cdet at west Pol int,

1833 he was appointed as & C

In the spring of
then he graduated in

studics on July 1, 1833.

cormencing hiis s
To. 692, he ranlted seccond in his ¢

Juno of 1837 as Cadet

logs of

£ifGTe

FPecl

ing that "the jnterests of indiviaualsg should yiold
theip Country," Gunn,son aceceprtod & corrilssion

J 1, 1837-

to tho interest of
as second lﬂcutcnﬁnt on Jul Fe was shorily ordered, &as
gn ordnonce officer, to Plorida where ot the tir;e thero was

tmouble with tho Seminole Indions. During the courseo of this
tour of duty ho explored many of the unlknown lakes and rivers in
omi-tropicel VllGDPﬁOSu. Tho next year he was transforred

£ Topographical Engineor

tbls S0
a for whon he carriecd oub

to the Corps O
survoys both in Florida end Coorgine

1611, he marriod He 1 ho had

tha A. Delony wior

to Groen BaJ, Wisconsin, to

on April 15,
u.xOl‘t"y 1’8 a3 3011\1

net in Georgiae
in«llchlran boundary e

wrvey of the Yiccons

Iio wes

carry out o 8

bt e
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c::;agcd in a gsurvey of Lale lichigan in 1842 end continued
:m“vcys of tho Great Lakes into 1848,

I’l April of 1819 hso received o myrige ordors to Iﬁiﬂcceod to
St. Touis and tharz join an erpedition bowmd .f.‘or Thoh Territory.
13 job was to cormenco a survey along a now snd ’L"ll-’.;-’lO’.ﬁ‘). rouncs
fron Fort Iiol n tho Ororon Teail to tho "ormon sobtlement at
Groat Salt Lale, obioining all information pos siblo about the

Jdt Lalio Velley and raliing charts of the couniyy.

b d ?.

Thig expedition was under tho cormaend of‘ Captain Howard

Ssensbury. Yaen the ccmp ny left S84, Iouis, Gunnicon was gick

exnd had to be trmﬁpcr’scd on a bod in the l'arga coring wegon
vsed for cerrying insitruments, He rcachod -Salt Lalis en }niu?qst y
23, 18[,“ ang, -hav— ng recovered fron his illz-gss, went up Lo
Fort Eall and later supai*intended the narty w‘r;ibh exrlored Utch
Take and i1ts vicinily over a thrcee-month perliods

During the vinter of 1849-50, which Gumﬁson apent ab
Salt Lake City, he made a thorough study he Mormen religion
and began preparations for his book "The lorrions or L..we”-Da\,
Saiﬁta in the Valioy of tho Great Salt Lei:c." On occasion he
elso acsisbtod the liornons in tifeir encounters agoinct the Indiens,

rith the grvival of spring, Gunnison cosmenced o survey

of the cactern shore of Great Salt Lake, By the ond of Auguch,

1050, the survey was completod and the expedition headed east

for horis, During the course of thig return trip, Curmicon was

throtm from his horso and gaversly brulsed, Ler his horso had

been cecideatzlly shot. Ctheruwise tho Journoy was withoug
| incidente.

.

i l By Jamuary of 1851 Gumnlson was back in Va "win\,uon, cng,qf'cd

< T g e,
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in naking raps of tho expeditionts travels. Subscequently, ho
and stanshury compiled the official roport for the Great Snls
Lako coxpoditions \

At tho clogc of tho 3lst Congress in 1852, an eppropriation
wuas nade for a survey of a railroad route fron the lississippl
River to tho Pacific Oceane. On.I«:arch 3, 1853; Jof{eraon Davis,
then Secrotory of War, ordered such en expedition {0 bo mode
throush tho Roclkies after a plan 'by' Senator Bontonas The senator

had odvocented e;,trmmcontinental railroad botueon the 38th end -

39%h parallols, | |
_

enton tried to enginecr John Chorles Frovwony, his son-in- |

+

L tald

lawu, into- cor: md of the expedition, bub Secrciary of War Davis
appointed Gurnison, who nc*.-f held the renk of »ca;ﬂ;a,in. He was |
ordored, by telegram froem J. J. Abert of thei‘-.mzy in‘ice of
Chief Ingincers, to mwke a survey throush the Hoé!{y ilountains
by w2y of the lmerfeno River, over Cochotopa Pass "or other
accéssih‘!.e pagses, ' inbo the region of th pr'csent-day Gunigon
River, the Green River, west té the Sevier River, roburning
north to Lake Utak, through the Wagateh Range to Soutr Pass
ancd TFort Lavomie, then cast to | weshinghone |

Thig orpedition outfitted juct bslow the mouth of the

Kanzas River, about five miles from Westpert. Gumison's

sk

0y

taff consisted of Ite. E. G. Beckwith, gecond in cormmnd; Re. H,
3

¥erm, bopograpnlier and arsist; J. A. Snyder, cscistant topographer;

Sreppend Hormans, astronouer; F. Croutzfeldd, botonlst; Dr. Jenmos
Schicl, surgcon and geolegist; and Charles Toplin, wagon-naster,.

In addition, thero wes a military escort of thirty non-cormissioned
' +
officors and nen under Lrevet Captzin R. J1. Horrlse

-

ST g g







