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CHAPTER IV 

LAND AND LAND OWNERSHIP IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA 

OF WHAT IS NOW CASTOLON 

THE GEOLOGY OF THE REGION 

Castolon is almost in the middle of an intermontane area 

between the Mesa de Anguila and the Chisos Mountains and the 

immediate Chisos foothills. It is a plain of low elevation which 

is broken by many mesa-like hills and cut by many stream channels. 

These channels carry water only during and immediately after heavy 

rains in the surrounding hills, Castolon is near the middle of 

the great sunken block between the Terlingua Fault on the west 

and Cow Heaven Fault to the east. The Castolon Complex is located 

on an old Gravel fill of the post-early Miocene period. The fill 

is extensively cut by stream erosion, and along the walls of 

these eroded gullies may be seen the characteristic forms of sand, 

sandstone, conglomerates, and cobblestones of various types and 

sizes which have been deposited in the fault block by the flood 

waters from the higher lands surrounding the area. This Old Grave: 

mesa-like plain stands forty or so feet above the alluvial flood- 

plain of the Rio Grande. The floodplain varies from a few feet 

to a mile or more in width in the area. This indicates that at 

various times during the life of the Rio Grande it has wandered 



about i n  i t s  course ,  thus  c u t t i n g  back t h e  Old Gravel fill t o  i t s  

p re sen t  l o c a t i o n  and g iv ing  t o  it t h e  appearance o,f being low-lying 

h i l l s  ad jo in ing  t h e  v a l l e y  of t h e  Rio Grande, 1 

TOPOGRAPHY OF THE AREA 

A s  mentioned above, Castolon i s  s i t u a t e d  on a  mesa-l ike b luf f  

of t h e  Old Gravel format ion overlooking a  broad f lood-p la in  of t h e  

Rio Grande. This  mesa-l ike Old Gravel f i l l  i s  cons iderab ly  c u t  

by t h e  smal l  drainage channels which empty on to  t h e  f l oodp la in  

and i n t o  t he  Rio Crande. These many channels ,  o r  d ry  a r royos ,  

tend t o  g ive  t he  a r e a  t h e  appearance of  r o l l i n g  h i l l s ,  whereas, 

i n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  a  low p l a i n  which has  been l e f t  h i l l - l i k e  by cen- 

t u r i e s  o f  erosion.  J u s t  t o  t h e  no r th  and west o f  Castolon i s  

t h e  on ly  major drainage system o f  t h e  region--Blue Creek--which 

d r a i n s  t h e  southwestern p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Chisos Mountains and t h e  

in te rven ing  l ands  on i t s  way t o  t he  Rio Grande, Blue Creek i s  

a  dry channel except  f o r  s h o r t  per iods  dur ing and fol lowing heavy 

r a i n s  i n  t h e  mountains t o  t h e  nor th  and e a s t .  Blue Creek, l i k e  

t h e  Rio Grande, has  c u t  through t h e  Old Gravel f i l l  a s  i t  empties 

onto t h e  f loodpla in .  The a l l u v i a l  f l oodp la in  of  t h e  Rio Grande 

1. Robert J. Yates and George A. Thompson, "Geology and 
au i cks i l ve r  o f  t he  Ter l ingua D i s t r i c t ,  Texas, I T  Geological  Survey 
Profess iona l  Papers 312, 4;  John A. Wilson, "Cenozoic His tory  o f  
the  Big Bend Area," West Texas Geoloqical  Soc ie ty ,  Pub l i ca t i on  
Vo. 65-51 (October 1965),  36 .  



p r e s e n t s  a  g r e a t  c o n t r a s t  wi th  t h e  Old Gravel fill above. The 

f l oodp la in  i s  somewhat l i k e  a  g r e a t  green snake winding i t s  way 

along t h e  drab grays  and browns o f  t h e  dwarf shrubs  o f  t h e  ad jo in-  

ing  h i l l s .  I t  i s  along t h i s  f l oodp la in  t h a t  man f o r  centuries 

has  l i v e d  and t i l l e d  t h e  s u b - i r r i g a t e d  and overflow l ands  a s  a  

means of l i ve l i hood .  It was h e r e  a long t h i s  f l oodp la in  between 

Castolon and t h e  mouth o f  Ter l ingua Creek i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 

Santa  Helena Canyon t h a t  the e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  of t h e  lower Big 

Bend e s t a b l i s h e d  themselves and made t h e i r  homes. 

The General  Land O f f i c e  of  t h e  S t a t e  of Texas r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

t he  narrow v a l l e y  of t h e  Rio Grande was t h e  most va luab le  l and  o f  

t h e  a r e a ,  and thus  t h e  des igna ted  s e c t i o n s  a s  they  w e r e  surveyed 

f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  va r ious  agenc ies  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

development o f  t h e  s t a t e  were not l a i d  ou t  i n  t h e  usua l  one- 

mile-square b locks ,  bu t  r a t h e r  i n  long narrow blocks  so  a s  t o  

g ive  more p o t e n t i a l  landowners access  t o  t h e  r i v e r  and t h e  

advantages of  t h e  f e r t i l e  f loodpla in .  The l and  from t h e  mouth 

o f  Santa  Helena Canyon down t h e  r i v e r  t o  Johnson's  ranch was 

c r e a t e d  i n t o  t h i r t y - s i x  surveys,  numbered one t o  t h i r t y - s i x  and 

l a b e l e d  Block 16, and ass igned  t o  t h e  Galveston, Harrisburg,  and 

San Antonio Rai l road  Company. While t h i s  assignment was made 

under a  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  o f  January 30, 1854, controversy a rose  

with  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  s t a t e  claiming t h a t  due t o  excess ive  and 

unnecessary mileage t h e  r a i l r o a d  had acqui red  too  much l and  from 

t h e  s t a t e .  Thus by D i s t r i c t  Court a c t i o n  o f  Apr i l  6 ,  1892, a l l  



o f  Block 16 was recovered by t h e  S t a t e  of Texas, and then  p laced  

on t h e  market f o r  s a l e  a s  s e c t i o n a l i z e d  school lands.  2 

For ea se  of handling,  t h e  a r e a  has  come t o  be  known a s  Block 

16,  G. H, a n d S .  A. Ry. Co. land. A s  t h e  l a n d w a s  t a k e n u p ,  how- 

eve r ,  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  t h i r t y - s i x  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  

survey were not equa l ly  b l e s sed  with wide and fe r t i l e  f l oodp la in  

lands .  Some had l i t t l e  o r  no f l oodp la in ,  a s  t he  Rio Grande c u t  

high,  overhanging c l i f f s  r i g h t  up t o  var ious  types  of more r e -  

s i s t a n t  format ions ,  t hus  leav ing  nothing b u t  high,  semi-ar id  h i l l s  

o r  mesas, whi le  o t h e r s  were badly c u t  by t h e  drainage channe ls  

from t h e  mountains t o  t h e  no r th  and e a s t .  In  time it was found 

t h a t  s e c t i o n s  4, 5, 6 ,  7, 12,  13,  14,  15,  and 35 were t h e  more 

d e s i r a b l e  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n s  of Block 16. And i t  i s  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  

t h a t  we s h a l l  fol low up i n  t r a c i n g  t h e  e a r l y  owners and s e t t l e r s  

of t h e  Castolon area .  3  

EARLY OCCUPANTS AND OWNERS OF THE LAND 

With t h e  beginning of qu i cks i l ve r  mining i n  t h e  Ter l ingua 

d i s t r i c t  i n  1899, Mexican-American f a m i l i e s  began t o  move i n t o  

the  lower Big Bend area.  Most o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  near  t h e  

mines; however many o f  them s e t t l e d  a t  var ious  smal l  f l o o d p l a i n  

2. J. H. Walker, Acting Land Commissioner, t o  Wayne R e  
Car t ledge  ( l e t t e r ) ,  October 23, 1928. 

3 .  Wayne R,  Car t ledge ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  Apr i l  12, 1967, 



v a l l e y s  a long  T e r l i n g u a  Creek and t h e  Rio Grande. The Mol inar  

s e t t l e m e n t  w a s  abou t  halfway between T e r l i n g u a  A r r i b a  and Ter-  

l i n g u a  Abajo n o t  t o o  f a r  from R a t t l e s n a k e  Mountain. T e r l i n g u a  

Abajo,  as t h e  name i n d i c a t e s ,  was below, o r  n e a r ,  t h e  r i v e r .  Then 

some t h r e e  o r  s o  m i l e s  below t h e  mouth o f  San ta  Helena Canyon was 

Coyote,  and  below t h a t  w a s  t h e  Hernandez ranch s e t t l e m e n t - - t h e  

p r e s e n t  Cas to lon.  During t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  o f  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  

a r e a ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  none o f  t h e s e  Mexican-American families made 

any e f f o r t  t o  a c q u i r e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  l a n d  on which t h e y  l i v e d .  I t  

was n o t  l o n g ,  however, u n t i l  t h e y  began e i t h e r  t o  l e a s e  t h e  sec -  

t i o n s  on which t h e y  had s e t t l e d  o r  t o  f i l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  s u r -  

vey t h a t  t h e y  might p u r c h a s e O 4  An examination o f  t h e  e a r l y  Lease 

and Deed Records o f  Rrewster  County i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  

e a r l y  h o l d e r s  o r  owners o f  l a n d  i n  Block 16,  G. H. and S. A. Ry. 

Co., w e r e  Mexican-Americans. For example, C i p r i a n o  Hernandez 

l e a s c d  s e c t i o n s  1 7  and 18, Block 16,  i n  1901, f o r  a two-year 

pc.r-I(t<ii. Then in 3930 he f i1 t .d  on s e c t i o n s  13  and 14,  Block 16,  

w i t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  number 1895, a b s t r a c t  numbers 5338 a r d  6437, 

Durinq t h i s  p e r i o d  and up t o  1915 no Anglo-Americans had ~ i l e d  

on a n y  of thc s e c t i o n s ,  However, t h e  fo l lowing  Mexican-Americans 

had f i l e d  on t h e  fu l lowing  s e c t i o n s :  Miguel D e  La 0 f i l e d  on 

s e c t i o n  5 ,  Block 16 ,  i n  1910; Adolfo Arredondo f i l e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  

f o r  survey or1 s e c t i o n  6 i n  1906; Arredondo seemingly d i d  n o t  

4, Hrewster County Lease Records, Book No. 1, 95. 



fo l low up on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  and i n  1918 Cruz Rey f i l e d  a  

c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  occupancy on sec t i on  6. I n  t h e  meantime, i n  1913, 

Cruz Rey had f i l e d  on s ec t i on  7, Block 16;  s e c t i o n  8  had l i t t l e  

r i v e r  f l oodp la in  and thus  was passed up  by t h e  Mexican-Americans. 

Ruperto Chnvarria,  t h e  p a t r i a r c h  of t h e  Coyote s e t t l emen t ,  f i l e d  

on s e c t i o n  9 ,  Block 16,  i n  1908, which he he ld  u n t i l  he s o l d  i t  

t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas f o r  park purposes i n  1942; s e c t i o n s  10 and 

11 were passed up by t h e  Mexican-Americans because o f  t h e  char -  

a c t e r  o f  t h e  land ;  P a t r i c i o  Marquez, by c e r t i f i c a t e  number 1894, 

f i l e d  on s e c t i o n  12,  Block 16. Then Cipr iano Hernandez f i l e d  on 

s ec t i ons  1 3  and 14, Block 16 ;  and s e c t i o n  15,  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  

d e s i r a b l e  s ec t i ons  of Block 16,  was f i l e d  on by Agapito Carrasco 

Before 1920 a  few Anglo-Americans began t o  s ee  t h e  poss i -  

b i l i t i e s  o f  developing t h e  r i v e r  area .  I n  1914 Clyde B u t t r i l l  

acqui red  s ec t i on  12  from P a t r i c i o  Marquez, and s e c t i o n s  1 3  and 

14  from Cipr iano Hernandez. In  1915 C. E. Metcalf f i l e d  on 

s ec t i on  4 ,  Block 16. As e a r l y  a s  1906 one M. C. Cantu Ter razas  

had f i l e d  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  survey o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  bu t  

seemingly had no t  followed up on t h e  app l i ca t i on .  I n  t h e  mean- 
., 

time, wi th  t h e  border  r a i d s  which had r e s u l t e d  from t h e  Mexi- 

can Revolution of  1910, a company o f  Texas Rangers had been sen t  

5. Brewster County Deed Records, Vols. 6, 51, 65, 67, 68, 
73, and 99. 



i n t o  t h e  Santa  Helena a r e a  under Captain C a r r o l l  Bates,  The b o r d e ~  

r a i d s  proved d i s t a s t e f u l  t o  Clyde B u t t r i l l  even though, with t h e  

a i d  of  James L. S u b l e t t ,  he had c l e a r e d  and l eve l ed  t h e  f lood-  

p l a i n  of h i s  s e c t i o n s  and had produced a  few good c rops  on t h e  

land. He s o l d  o u t  i n  1918 t o  Captain  Bates  and l e f t  t h e  r i v e r  

farming t o  t h e  Captain  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s .  Two o the r  Rangers-- 

Sergeant W i l l  C, Jones and M. T. Junker --were a s s o c i a t e d  with 

Captain  Bates ,  and between them they acqui red  c o n t r o l  o f  s e c t i o n s  

10, 11, 12 ,  13,  and 14. Seemingly t h e  border  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  

Rangers was such t h a t  they were not  a b l e  t o  devote much a t t e n t i o n  

t o  t h e  farming a c t i v i t i e s .  In  1919 they s o l d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  

d e s i r a b l e  s e c t i o n s  12,  13, and 14, t o  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  Howard 

E. Pe r ry  and Wayne R ,  Car t ledge.  
6  

Howard E. Per ry  was t h e  p re s iden t  and owner of  t h e  Chisos 

Mining Company which opera ted  t h e  most famous of  t h e  qu i cks i l ve r  

mines i n  t h e  Ter l ingua mining d i s t r i c t .  M r .  Pe r ry  was a  business-  

man with ex t ens ive  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  s c a t t e r e d  from Maine t o  

Texas, inc lud ing  Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  On coming t o  Texas t o  look 

a f t e r  t h e  qu i cks i l ve r  mining a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  cen- 

t u ry ,  he  found need f o r  l e g a l  a i d  and employed an Austin,  Texas, 

law f i r m  t o  represen t  him. This  law f i r m  ass igned  t h e  t a s k  t o  a  

young lawyer by t h e  name o f  Eugene Cart ledge,  This  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

developed i n t o  a  c l o s e  persona l  f r i e n d s h i p  a s  w e l l  a s  a  l e g a l  t ie .  

6. Pbid., Wayne R, Car t ledge  ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  Apr i l  12,  1967. 



Consequently when t h e  son, Wayne R. Car t ledge ,  was o l d  enough t o  

t a k e  on r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  he came out  t o  assume t h e  d u t i e s  of 

c l e r k  and bookkeeper f o r  t h e  Chisos Mining Company a t  Terlingua.  

This  was i n  1910, and dur ing  t h e  next  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  years ,  t h e  

young Wayne Car t ledge  became a  c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  a s s o c i a t e ,  and co- 

worker with M r .  Perry.  Their  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  such t h a t  when 

M r .  Pe r ry  decided t o  venture  i n t o  t h e  farming and ranching bus- 

i n e s s  i n  t h e  Rio Grande v a l l e y  a r e a ,  h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  young 

Car t ledge  e n t e r  i n t o  an equal  p a r t n e r s h i p  with  him. 7  

THE PARTNERSHIP OF WAYNE R. CARTLEDGE 

AND HOWARD E. PERRY 

There i s  included i n  t h e  body of t h i s  paper a  complete t e x t  

of t h e  Perry-Cart ledge pa r tne r sh ip  c e r t i f i c a t e .  This  p a r t -  

nersh ip ,  however, had been en t e r ed  i n t o  almost t e n  years  b e f o r e  

t h e  l e g a l  document was f i l e d  with t h e  County C l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  
8  

The pa r tne r sh ip  was e n t e r e d  i n t o  l a t e  i n  1918 and formed t h e  

b a s i s  on which M r .  Car t ledge  began t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  l e a s i n g  graz ing  

lands  and t h e  purchasing of  farm land--sect ions  12,  13, and 1 4  

of Block 16,  G. H. and S. A. Ry. Co.--along t h e  Rio Grande. The 

pa r tne r sh ip  a l s o  provided t h a t  they  should engage i n  a  mercan t i l e  

7. Howard E. Per ry  and Wayne R. Car t ledge,  C e r t i f i c a t e  of 
Pa r tne r sh ip ,  B r e w s t e r  County Records, Vol. 52, 406. 

8. Howard E. Per ry  t o  Wayne R, Car t ledge  ( l e t t e r ) ,  November 1, 
1922; Wayne R. Car t ledge  ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  A p r i l  12,  1967. 



business .  Thus t h e r e  was begun i n  1918 a j o i n t  e n t e r p r i s e ,  which 

by 1921 was o f f i c i a l l y  r e g i s t e r e d  wi th  t he  County Clerk  o f  Brewster 

County a s  La Harmonia Company. This  bus iness  cont inued a s  a 

p a r t n e r s h i p  of  Pe r ry  and Car t ledge  u n t i l  t h e  dea th  of M r ,  Pe r ry  

and then a s  a f a t h e r  and son p a r t n e r s h i p  u n t i l  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  were 

taken over by t h e  Nat ional  Park Concessions, Inc. ,  i n  February 

of 1961. 

The Perry-Cart ledge e n t e r p r i s e s  a long t h e  lower Big Bend 

seems t o  have been the  major f a c t o r  i n  conso l ida t ing  t h e  peoples  

of t h e  a r e a  i n t o  some fou r  r e l a t ed ,  ye t ,  i n  many ways, independent 

s e t t l emen t s  o r  v i l l a g e s .  The immediate a r e a  o f  Camp Santa Helena 

which soon t h e r e a f t e r  came t o  be known a s  Castolon,  was made up 

of t h e  Car t ledge  family ,  t h e  La Harmonia S t o r e  manager, Richard W. 

Der r ick  and h i s  wife ,  and a dozen o r  more Mexican-American fam- 

i l i e s ,  a l l  o f  whom i n  some way were employed by t h e  La Harmonia 

e n t e r p r i s e s ,  farm, s t o r e ,  o r  ranch. 

I n  1924, soon a f t e r  becoming a s s o c i a t e d  with La Harmonia, 

M r .  Derr ick purchased sec t i on  15,  Block 16,  from Agapito Car- 

rasco  and b u i l t  h i s  own house some th ree -qua r t e r s  o f  a mi le  t o  

t h e  sou theas t  o f  t h e  Castolon s to re .  Car t ledge  and h i s  family  

l i v e d  i n  t h e  main house on t h e  h i l l ,  while most o f  t h e  Mexican- 

American f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  t h r e e  o r  more c l u s t e r s  o f  adobe 

bu i ld ings  which were l oca t ed  j u s t  below t h e  h i l l  along t h e  edge 

of t h e  f loodpla in .  Alvino Ybarra and h i s  family  along wi th  

Amaro Nunez and family,  Guadelupe Avila and family,  and George 



Valenzuela l i v e d  i n  t h e  so -ca l l ed  Alvino House, which w a s  

o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  by Cipr iano Hernandez. Then up t h e  r i v e r  about 

one-half m i l e ,  o r  a long t h e  upper p o r t i o n  o f  s e c t i o n  13,  was 

another  c l u s t e r  o f  houses which had prev ious ly  been t h e  S u b l e t t  

res idence ,  and t h e r e  r e s ided  Juan Liando and Chico S i l v a s  and 

t h e i r  fami l ies .  I n  add i t i on ,  t h e r e  were a number o f  o t h e r  small  

adobe houses used from time t o  time by seasonal  l abo re r s .  These 

Mexican-American f a m i l i e s  d id  not  not  need too  much room, a s  a 

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e i r  l i v i n g  was i n  t h e  out-of-doors.  Much o f  t h e  

year ,  cooking, s leep ing ,  and r e c r e a t i o n  w e r e  more en joyable  ou t -  

s i d e  than i n  t h e  house. The homes o f  t h e  a r e a  were always w e l l  

kept ,  and f lowers  could  be  found blooming i n  t h e  yards  a t  a l l  

seasons o f  t h e  year.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  above, Magdelena S i l v a s  l i v e d  i n  what 

is now c a l l e d  t h e  Magdelena House. This  house was cons t ruc t ed  

by Alvino Ybarra and h i s  b ro the r  a f t e r  Car t ledge  took over  t h e  

p r o p e r t i e s  f o r  a Ranger s t a t i o n  and customs house. J u s t  t o  t h e  

back of t h e  Magdelena House t h e r e  was, a t  t h e  t i m e  Camp Santa  

Helena was cons t ruc ted ,  a two-room adobe bu i ld ing  which t h e  

m i l i t a r y  used a s  a combination k i tchen ,  m e s s  h a l l ,  and barracks .  10 

9. Alvino Ybarxa ( i n t e rv i ew) ,  June 22, 1967; R. W. Der r ick  
t o  Totsey Baetson ( l e t t e r ) ,  March 3, 1966. 

10. Alvino Ybarra ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  June 22, 1967; L. He Palmer, 
Captain ,  Quartermaster  Corps, S p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  S a l e  f o r  Government 
Proper ty ,  March 15,  1925; A. B. Ames, Major, Quartermaster Corps, 
Camp Supply O f f i c e r ,  Camp Marfa, Texas, I t e m  l abe l ed  "Survey o f  
Premises," Howard E. Per ry  and Wayne R. Car t ledge  a t  Santa  Helena, 
Texas. 
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There were o t h e r  s c a t t e r e d  houses i n  which o t h e r  Mexican-American 

" f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  inc lud ing  such names as J o s e  V i l l aba ,  Martin Moreno, 

Mario Ramirez, and o the r s ,  The men l i v i n g  i n  t h e  immediate 

Castolon a r e a  a l l  worked f o r  M r .  Car t ledge ,  e i t h e r  on t h e  farm, 

on t h e  ranch,  o r  a t  t h e  s t o r e .  Likewise many o f  t he  women and 

ch i ld r en  worked i n  t h e  f i e l d s  dur ing t h e  season f o r  ga the r ing  

crops ,  e s p e c i a l l y  dur ing t h e  harves t ing  of  vege tab les  and co t ton .  
11 

Up t h e  r i v e r  some two o r  so  mi les  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  

Alamo Creek t h e r e  was another  se t t l ement  which was made up en- 

t i r e l y  of  Mexican-American f ami l i e s .  This  se t t l ement  was c a l l e d  

Coyote, and c o n s i s t e d  a t  va r ious  t imes of a  dozen o r  more houses, 

The l a r g e s t  and most p r e t e n t i o u s  of  t he se  houses was on a  h i l l  

o r  mesa overlooking t h e  r i v e r  and Alamo Creek, and was occupied 

by t h e  Garcia  f ami l i e s .  A t  t h e  foo t  of t h e  h i l l s  along Alamo 

Creek t h e r e  were s c a t t e r e d  many smal ler  houses which were occupied 

l a r g e l y  by va r ious  members o f  t h e  Chavarr ia  family,  some e i g h t  

o r  more i n  a l l ,  inc lud ing  t h e  f a t h e r ,  Severiano Chavarr ia ,  and 

h i s  many sons and t h e i r  f ami l i e s .  The names of some of t h e  sons 

were Ruperto, Rocindo, Pablo,  Juan, Cecel io ,  and C i s to ,  among 

o thers .  In add i t i on  t o  t h e  Chavarr ia  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e r e  l i v e d  a t  

Coyote t h e  f a m i l i e s  of Atelano Pando, T. M. Garcia ,  Tirbusion 

Ramirez, Tsrllas Do!rling:~ez, Jur2n S i l v a s ,  Sabino Estorc:~., Patr ic ic l  

Damii~quez, M;-rio Ramirez, and o thers .  These f a m i l i e s  engaged i n  the 

or  t h r e e  major a c t i v i t i e s .  They farmed small  p l o t s  along t h e  c r eek  

11. RZvino Ybarra ( i n t - rv i ew) ,  June 22, 1967, 
7 2  



f o r  themselves, worked on t h e  l a r g e r  S u b l e t t  farm nearby,  and 

a l s o  c u t  and hauled wood t o  t h e  Chisos mines. Today t h e r e  i s  

l i t t l e  l e f t  o f  t h e  many houses which once made up t h e  s e t t l emen t  

o f  Coyote. The ru in s ,  however, a r e  s t i l l  s u f f i c i e n t  evidence of 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a cons iderab le  number of  people had l i v e d  i n  t h e  

a r e a  , 12 

The t h i r d  aggregat ion of  peoples  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 

t h e  S u b l e t t  farm, which was a  mile  o r  so  up t h e  r i v e r  from Coyote. 

M r .  James L, S u b l e t t ,  fo l lowing t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  B u t t r i l l  farm t o  

Wayne R, Cart ledge and Howard E. Per ry ,  acqui red  possess ion o f  

s e c t i o n s  4, 5, 6, and 7  of  Block 16,  G. H. and S. A. Ry. Co., i n  

a pa r tne r sh ip  with Alber t  Dorgan, This was i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1918. 

A t  t h a t  t i m e  Char les  Metcalf had a  small two- o r  three-room house 

and t h e  S u b l e t t s  moved i n t o  t h i s  house and l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  awhi le  

u n t i l  they cons t ruc t ed  a  l a r g e r  house up on a  h i l l  nearby. This  

house became t h e  c e n t e r  of what may be c a l l e d  t h e  S u b l e t t  complex. 

A t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  south they  cons t ruc ted  an adobe 

house which served a s  t h e  S u b l e t t  s t o r e .  J u s t  a t  t h e  t o e  of 

t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  w e s t  was a  small adobe house occupied by C i s t o  

Avila and h i s  family, who worked on t h e  S u b l e t t  farm. Then t o  

t h e  southwest about  t h r ee -qua r t e r s  of a m i l e ,  and a c r o s s  an 

in te rven ing  v a l l e y ,  they cons t ruc ted  a  three-room rock and adobe 

12. Cecel io  Chavarr ia  ( i n t e rv i ew) ,  June 18, 1967; Mateo 
Ybarra ( i n t e rv i ew) ,  June 22, 1967; Mrs. Eunice S u b l e t t  Newrnan 
( i n t e rv i ew) ,  May 2, 1967. 



house which was occupied by M r .  and M r s .  A lber t  Dorgan, S u b l e t t '  s 

farming pa r tne r .  Some t e n  o r  more years  l a t e r  M r .  Dorgan super- 

v i s e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a very  e l a b o r a t e  house up on t h e  h i l l  about 

one-half mi le  and a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  no r theas t  o f  t h e  S u b l e t t  home. 

This  house had a l a r g e  l i v i n g  room wi th  a two-way f i r e p l a c e  i n  

t h e  middle o f  t h e  room. The f i r e p l a c e  was made of  n a t i v e  s tone  . 

and was very  a t t r a c t i v e  and unusual ly  wel l  designed. It i s  r e -  

po r t ed  t h a t  M r .  Dorgan was an a r c h i t e c t  o f  cons iderab le  a b i l i t y .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  houses t h e r e  w e r e  a number o f  smal l  adobe 

s t r u c t u r e s  i n  which va r ious  members o f  t h e  farm workers l i ved ,  l3 

13, M r s .  Eunice S u b l e t t  Newman ( in t e rv i ew) ,  May 2, 1967; 
Wallace R. S u b l e t t  ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  June 28, 1967; Mrs. Ray Newsom 
( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  June 25, 1967; Brewster County Deed Records, Vol. 33, 
254. 



CHAPTER V 

LA HARMONIA COMPANY AND ITS ACTIVITIES, 1919-1961 

A FRONTIER BORDER TRADING POST 

The f i r s t  b o r d e r  s t o r e  t o  b e  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  lower Big Bend 

o f  t h e  Rio Grande was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  s o - c a l l e d  

Alvino house, I n  1901 C i p r i a n o  Hernandez, a n a t i v e  of Camargo, 

Chihuahua, Mexico, moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  from S h a f t e r ,  Texas, where 

he had been working i n  t h e  S h a f t e r  s i l v e r  mines. Hundreds o f  

Mexican-American l a b o r e r s  had f l o c k e d  i n t o  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  qui-ck- 

s i l v e r  mining d i s t r i c t ,  and t h e r e  was a v e r y  d e f i n i t e  need f o r  

meat and f r e s h  v e g e t a b l e s  t o  supply  t h e  mining v i l l a g e ,  M r .  Her- 

nandez, w i t h  somewhat " i t c h i n g "  feet and having t i r e d  o f  working 

i n  t h e  s i l v e r  mines, came t o  t h e  Big Bend, took  up l and ,  r an  

some g o a t s  on t h e  open range ,  and began t o  farm t h e  f e r t i l e  f l o o d -  

p l a i n  o f  s e c t i o n s  13 and 1 4  o f  Block 16 ,  G. H, and S, A, Ry. Co, 

I n  o r d e r  t o  make h i s  farm and ranch produce a v a i l a b l e  he opened 

up a s t o r e  i n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  h i s  home. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  own 

p roduc t s  he soon found t h a t  t h e r e  was a demand f o r  such i t e m s  

a s  s u g a r ,  f l o u r ,  c o r n  meal,  s a l t ,  and a minimum o f  o t h e r  i t e m s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  s p i c e s  used by t h e  Mexican-Americans i n  

p r e p a r i n g  t h e i r  meals ,  The major p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  farm were beans ,  



squash,  pumpkins, and watermelons. I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  g i v e  

t h e  e x a c t  yea r  i n  which M r .  Hernandez opened up h i s  s t o r e ,  I t  

i s  b e l i e v e d ,  however, t h a t  i t  must have been soon a f t e r  h e  came 

i n t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  yea r  1901.' C i p r i a n o  Hernandez l i v e d  a t  

t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  h i l l  and farmed t h e  l a n d  u n t i l  1914 when he  s o l d  

t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  Clyde B u t t r i l l ,  who on ly  a  s h o r t  t ime b e f o r e  

had s o l d  h i s  ranching i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  Nine P o i n t s  r e g i o n  t o  

Jackson and Harmon. 

Clyde  R u t t r i l l  was a b a c h e l o r  and d i d  no t  spend a g r e a t  d e a l  

o f  h i s  t i m e  a t  t h e  r i v e r  farm. Rather  he  engaged t h e  s e r v i c e s  

o f  James L. S u b l e t t ,  a  d i r t  c o n t r a c t o r ,  t o  t a k e  over  t h e  management 

o f  t h e  farm. A p a r t  o f  t h e  agreement was t h a t  M r ,  S u b l e t t  would 

be p e r m i t t e d  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  s t o r e  and d e r i v e  t h e  p r o f i t s ,  if 

any, theref rom.  The S u b l e t t  f a m i l y  moved i n t o  t h e  C ip r i ano  

Hernandez house and c o n t i n u e d  t h e  s t o r e  i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ,  

For v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  dur ing  t h e  t h r e e  o r  so  y e a r s  t h a t  S u b l e t t  

oper , i ted  t h e  B u t t r i l l  farm, he  found i t  necessa ry  t o  move t h e  

s t o r e  twice .  The f i r s t  move was t o  what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  Juan S i l v a s  

house,  which i s  number 012 i n  t h e  Pa rk  l i s t i n g .  I n  t h e  mean- 

t i m e  t h t .  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  known a s  t h e  "old" s t o r e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  

and t h ~  s t o r e  was moved i n t o  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  new b u i l d i n g .  

This  b u i l d i n 9  i s  number 618 i n  t h e  P a r k  l i s t i n g .  During t h i s  pe r ioc  

thc s t o r e  was marlaged v a r i o u s l y  by Thomas V, Skaggs, Worth F r a z i c r  

! Guadalupe I-Icrn~ndez ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  A p r i l  13,  1967 ( son 
of C :  i j r i ' x ~ c )  I - Ie rnnnd~z)  . 



(who f o r  many y e a r s  was County and D i s t r i c t  C l e r k  f o r  Brewster  

C o m t y )  , and J i m  Spann, a  son- in- law o f  M r .  S u b l e t t l  s. The s t o r e  

was be ing  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1919 when 

Howard E. P e r r y  and Wayne R.  C a r t l e d g e  purchased t h e  l a n d .  

Thus, i n  1919, when Wayne R .  C a r t l e d g e  took over  t h e  manage- 

ment o f  t h e  Pe r ry -Car t l edge  p r o p e r t i e s ,  t h e  f r o n t i e r - b o r d e r  s t o r e  

had been i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a lmost  twenty y e a r s ,  I n  t h e  meantime, 

due t o  t h e  r a p i d  development o f  r anch ing ,  mining, and farming 

i n  t h e  a r e a  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  two decades  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  

t h e r e  had been a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

lower Big Bend. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  

i n  Mexico had r e s u l t e d  i n  an i n f l u x  o f  V i l l a i s t  f o r c e s  a long  t h e  

borde r  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Chihuahua, and t o  

o f f s e t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  t r o o p s  were s t a t i o n e d  i n  

t h e  Big Bend. Each o f  t h e  above menCioned f a c t o r s  was impor tan t  

i n  t h e  r a p i d  growth o f  t h e  S a n t a  Helena s t o r e ,  soon t o  become 

known a s  Cas to lon.  Another impor tant  f a c t o r  was t h a t  M r .  Ca r t -  

l edge ,  due t o  t h e  Pe r ry -Car t l edge  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  was i n  a  p o s i t i o n  

t o  c a r r y  a  w e l l  ba lanced  s t o c k  o f  merchandise,  i n c l u d i n g  a lmost  

any i t e m  needed by h i s  p a t r o n s ,  I n  f a c t ,  h i s  s t o r e  was soon t o  

t a k e  on t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  f r o n t i e r  g e n e r a l  s t o r e ,  The f a c t  

t h a t  i t  was a l o n g  t h e  Mexican borde r  and a d j a c e n t  t o  a  v a s t  r e g i o n  

o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  two s t a t e s  o f  Chihuahua and 

2. Wallace R. S u b l e t t  ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  June 28,  1967, 



Coahui l a ,  which was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e r v e  from t h e  i n t e r i o r  of 

Mexico, gave t o  him a l a r g e  c l i e n t e l e  from t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  

Mexico, I n  a d d i t i o n ,  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  w a s  o f t e n  a b l e  t o  g e t  f a v o r a b l e  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  from t h e  wholesa le  d e a l e r s  a s  he  c o u l d  make h i s  

o r d e r s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Ch i sos  Mining Company which a l s o  

ma in ta ined  a g e n e r a l  s t o r e  and was wholly owned by h i s  p a r t n e r ,  

M r .  Howard E, Pe r ry .  3 

J u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  a c q u i r e d  t h e  r i v e r  prop- 

e r t y  a  r a t h e r  s e r i o u s  problem had developed between t h e  c a v a l r y  

t r o o p s  and t h e  Texas Rangers. Th i s  problem concerned t h e  d i s p o s a l  

o f  manure, garbage ,  and o t h e r  r e f u s e  from t h e  c a v a l r y  camp, i n  

t h e  f i e l d s  below which w e r e  owned and c o n t r o l l e d  by Cap ta in  C a r r o l l  

Ba tes  o f  t h e  Texas Rangers, Thus i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  r e s t o r e  and 

main ta in  peace  and o r d e r  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t o  g i v e  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

f l a v o r  t o  t h e  Pe r ry -Car t l edge  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and t o  promote t h e  

i d e a  o f  harmony between t h e  Anglo-Americans and t h e  Mexican-Amer- 

i c a n s  of  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  t r a d e  name "La Harmonia" was s e l e c t e d  and 

r e g i s t e r e d  wi th  t h e  County C l e r k  o f  Brewster  The e n t e r -  

p r i s e s  con t inued  t o  o p e r a t e  under t h i s  t r a d e  name u n t i l  they  

3, Robert Lo C a r t l e d g e  ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  December 26, 1966, 

4. Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  Henry Lease,  County Cle rk ,  Brewster  
County, Texas ( l e t t e r ) ,  September 28, 1921; B r e w s t e r  County Deed 
Records, Vole 11, 404; Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  August 2 ,  
1967. 



w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Pa rk  S e r v i c e  i n  February  1961. 

Th i s  t r a d e  name had a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  Mexican c l i e n t e l e  

and d o u b t l e s s  was a  powerful  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h e  bus-  

i n e s s .  An examinat ion  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  La Harmonia shows t h a t  

t h e  s t o r e  ( l a  t i e n d a )  had a  dozen o r  s o  l a r g e  cus tomers  i n  Mexico 

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  many smal l  ( spending-wise)  cus tomers  from a c r o s s  

t h e  Rio Grande. Also ,  La Harmonia had i t s  s h a r e  of t h e  "peddler"  

type  (10s combidores)  cus tomers  who f r e q u e n t l y  v i s i t e d  La Harmonia 

t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e i r  accumulated s t o c k  o f  f u r s ,  s k i n s ,  and h ides .  

These t r a d e r s  were much l i k e  t h e  o ld - t ime  "pedd le r s"  of t h e  West 

who made more o r  less r e g u l a r  t r i p s  through t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  

t r a d i n g  f o r  t h e  produce o f  t h e  peop les  who w e r e  i n  no p o s i t i o n  

t o  d e l i v e r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  t o  a  market.  The t r a d e r  would b r i n g  

t h e  m a t e r i a l s  i n t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r - b o r d e r  s t o r e ,  La Harmonia, and 

t h e r e  t r a d e  them f o r  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  merchandise which he i n  

t u r n  would t a k e  back i n t o  Mexico and d i s p o s e  o f  a t  a  p r o f i t  t o  

h i s  cus tomers ,  and then  p i c k  up t h e i r  produce on h i s  n e x t  t r i p ,  

Th i s  t y p e  o f  b u s i n e s s  was a  source  o f  p r o f i t  t o  b o t h  t h e  i t i n -  

e r a n t  t r a d e r  and  La Harmonia.' La Harmonia sh ipped  most o f  t h e s e  

f u r s ,  s k i n s ,  and h i d e s  t o  S t .  Louis ,  Missour i ,  where t h e y  w e r e  

purchased by such wholesa le  d e a l e r s  a s  Funsten  Bros. and Company, 

FoLtke Fur Co:?~nny and Maas & S t e f f e n .  However, many shipments  

were made t o  Finnican-Brown Company, E l  Paso, Texas, and t o  W e i i  

5. W. D. Smi the r s ,  "The Border Trading P o s t , "  W e s t  Texas 
H i s t o r i c a l  and  S c i e n t i f i c  S o c i e t y  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  No. 18, 42-45. 



, Srotller-, F o r t  Wayne, I n d i a n a ,  t y p i c a l  shipment  w a s  a s  to1 i ntvs : 

We a r e  s end ing  you by e x p r e s s  two b u n d l e s  of  
f u r s  as f o l l o w s :  One b u n d l e  numbered one  
c o n t a i n s  32 skunk, 35 w o l f ,  36 g o a t ,  1 c i v e t  
c a t ,  10  r i rLg  t a i l s ,  1 2  g r e y  f o x  and  4 s w i f t  
f o x ,  Bundle No. 2  c o n t a i n s  1 2  b e a v e r  f u r s o b  

I t  a p p e a r s  from t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  La Harmonia t h a t  t h e  b u s i n r s s  

I 
of d e a l i n g  i n  h i d e s ,  s k i n s ,  and  f u r s  c o n t i n u e d  a t  a l i v e l y  p a c e  

u n t i l  ' ibout 1940,  at which t iml? t h e  s u p p l y  from t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  

I 
Mexico dropped  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  waq v e r y  l i t t l e  p r o f i t  i n  

t h e  o p e r a t  i o n ;  conscluent l y  t h e  t r a d i n g  p o s t  d i s c o n t i n u e d  t h e  p u r -  

c h a s e  and  shipment  o f  t h e s e  <.terns. 

Dur ing  t h e  y e a r s  f rom 1920 t o  1940,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  

months,  La Harmonia o f t e n  looked  l i k e  a n  o l d  w e s t e r n  f u r  t r a d i n g  

p o s t  w i t h  h i d e s ,  s k i n s ,  and  f u r s  s t a c k e d  i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  nook 

c~nd  c o r n e r ,  Dur ing  t h o s e  t i m e s  one  d i d  n o t  need  t o  have t o o  good 

a s e n s e  o f  s m e l l  t o  know t h a t  t h e  f u r  t r a d e r s  and  t r a p p e r s  had 

v i s i t e d  t h e  t r a d i n g  p o s t .  When one examines t h e  p r i c e s  r e c e i v e d  

f o r  t h e s e  h i d e s ,  s k i n s ,  a n d  f u r s ,  it i s  d o u b t f u l  if anyone o f  t h e  

t h r e e  o r  more p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d  made o r  d e r i v e d  v e r y  much p r o f i t  

o r  income from t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  The p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  

Lverc-. t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  Mexican t r a p p e r ,  t h e  Mexican t r a d e r  ( e l  cornbic 

the. b o r d e r  t r a d i  nrl p o s t ,  and  f i n a l l y  t h e  w h o l e s a l e r  who p u r c h a s e d  

0 Wayne R, C a r t l e d g e  t o  Funs ton  Bros. & Company ( f u r  d e a l e l  
S t .  L o u i s ,  > l i s s o u r i  ( l e t t e r ) ,  .January 23, 1923;  Adr i an  P o o l ,  Col -  
l e c t o r  o f  Lustoms, E l  Paso ,  T r x a s ,  t o  La Harmonin Company ( l e t t e r :  
Jnnun r y  14,  1435, 



t h e  i tems.  The f i n a l  p r i c e  p a i d  p e r  s k i n  o r  p e l t  was a s  f o l l o w s :  

skunk, $1.10 each ;  coon, $2.00; g rey  f o x ,  $1.50; wolf ,  $2 ,00;  

w i l d c a t ,  $.75; r i n g t a i l s ,  $1.00; c i v e t  c a t ,  $.20; Mexican g o a t ,  

$.30; javelins, $.75; oppossum, $ , 7 5 ;  b e a v e r ,  $6.00 t o  $10.00. 

The a d v e r t i s e d  p r i c e  l i s t  was always much b e t t e r  than  t h e  a c t u a l  

p r i c e  r e c e i v e d  f o r  most o f  t h e s e  p e l t s .  On one shipment o f  f i f t y  

wolf h i d e s  i n  1925, t h e  b e s t  o f f e r  was $1.25 p e r  p e l t ,  In  s p i t e  

o f  t h e s e  low p r i c e s ,  t h e  low-income p o p u l a t i o n  o f  n o r t h e r n  Mexico 

con t inued  t o  b r i n g  t h e  p e l t s  f o r  more t h a n  twenty y e a r s ,  and i t  

seems t h a t  t h e y  managed, through t h i s  t r a p p i n g  endeavor,  t o  p ro -  

v i d e  themselves  w i t h  a  smal l  amount o f  ready cash  w i t h  which t h e y  

were t h e n  a b l e  t o  purchase  a  few h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e  i t e m s  from t h e  

borde r  t r a d i n g  p a s t .  I t  is  e v i d e n t ,  however, t h a t  i t  was r a t h e r  

"smelly" b u s i n e s s  wi th  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  p r o f i t  f o r  anyone. 

I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  La Harmonia, t h e  t r a d i n g  pos t  p r o f i t e d  more 

than any o t h e r  p a r t y ,  a s  i t  n o t  o n l y  made a  smal l  p r o f i t  from t h e  

p e l t s  b u t  an a d d i t i o n a l  p r o f i t  from t h e  i t ems  which i t  i n  t u r n  was 

a b l e  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  o r  s e l l  t o  t h e  Mexican t r a d e r s  and t r a p p e r s .  

The management a t  La Harmonia soon l e a r n e d  t o  s t o c k  o n l y  

t h o s e  i t e m s  which had a  ready s a l e  w i t h  t h e  c l i e n t e l e  o f  t h e  b o r d e r ,  

and t h e  l a b o r e r s  on t h e  farms and ranches  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  

Brewster  County. In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a  l i m i t e d  demand on t h e  

7, Funston Bros. & Company t o  Wayne R .  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  
J anuary  6 ,  1925; La Harmonia S a l e s  Records, 1920-1940. 



p a r t  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  t o u r i s t  f o r  c e r t a i n  Mexican i t ems  such a s  

b l a n k e t s ,  g l a s sware ,  p o t t e r y ,  and o t h e r  i t e m s .  Most o f  t h e s e  

Mexican p r o d u c t s  were p rocured  through d e a l e r s  a t  El  Paso o r  San 

Antonio. The major p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  i t ems  on d i s p l a y  f o r  s a l e  i n  

La Harmonia were t h i n g s  which had p r a c t i c a l  v a l u e  f o r  t h e  peop les  

o f  t h e  a r e a .  I t  would b e  imposs ib le  t o  g i v e  a complete l i s t  o f  

t h e  merchandise s o l d  over  t h e  c o u n t e r  a t  t h e  t r a d i n g  p o s t ,  How- 

e v e r ,  a  p a r t i a l  l i s t i n g  can be  made. 

In  g e n e r a l ,  most of t h e  i t ems  i n  t h e  s t ~ r e  c o u l d  b e  l i s t e d  

under t h e  heading o f  hardware,  g r o c e r i e s ,  drygoods,  medica l  s u p p l i  

ranch and farm s u p p l i e s ,  and s u n d r i e s ,  Under t h e  heading o f  hard-  

ware and ranch  s u p p l i e s ,  one c o u l d  f i n d  almost  any th ing  from a 

p o c k e t k n i f e  t o  barbed w i r e ,  windmil ls ,  plows, h a r n e s s e s ,  s a d d l e s ,  

screwworm medic ine ,  and s o  on. The g r o c e r y  department c a r r i e d  

t h e  s t a p l e  i tems o f  s u g a r ,  c o f f e e ,  meal,  beans ,  s a l t ,  c r a c k e r s ,  

s p i c e s ,  ka ro  sy rup ,  s a r d i n e s ,  p runes ,  r a i s i n s ,  American cheese ,  

. ~ n r i  n f t w  o t h e r  i t ~ m s .  The medica l  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  such t h i n g s  

' i s  s , i lves ,  Quinine c a p s u l e s ,  o in tmen t s ,  d i a r r h e a  p i l l s ,  t oo thache  

d rops ,  l i n i m e n t s ,  and some p a t e n t  medicines.  The drygoods d e p a r t -  

men t c ~ i r r i e d  broad-brimmed h a t s ,  shoes  (mos t ly  work s h o e s ) ,  s h i r t s  

t r o u s e r s ,  socks ,  underwear, l a c e  r ibbon ,  a  few d r e s s e s ,  and on 

occas ion  a man's  f u l l  s u i t .  One drygoods o r d e r  inc luded  1/4 dozen 

b r i d a l  a re ' i ths  and 1/4 dozen b r i d a l  v e i l s O 8  Under t h e  heading 

8, La Ilarmonia Company t o  Haymon Krupp & C o o ,  E l  Paso ,  Texas 
( l c t t c r ) ,  J a ~ l u n r y  27, 1926. 



o f  s u n d r i e s  o n e  c o u l d  f i n d  most o f  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r ,  

such  as c a n d i e s ,  b e e r ,  s h o e l a c e s ,  even  a  f e w  t o y s ,  a n d  many o t h e r  

items which a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  r i v e r  c o u n t r y  who r a r e l y  

had  a  chance  t o  v i s i t  a  c i t y  depa r tmen t  ~ t o r e . ~  A l s o ,  many i t e m s  

o f  f u r ~ l i t u r e  were f o r  s a l e  i n  t h e  gencr-a1 s t o r e  o p e r a t e d  under  t h e  

t r a d e  name o f  La Harmonia. 

A l l  was n o t  e a s y  s a i l i n g  f o r  L a  Harrnonia. The s t o r e  d i d  no t  

make a p r o f i t  d u r i n g  e a c h  o f  i t s  more t han  f o r t y  y e a r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  

a l o n g  t h e  Rio Grande. T h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  of 

t h e  G r e a t  Depres s ion ,  a n d  f o r  a f e w  y e a r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  time i t  n o t  

o? ly  f a i l e d  t o  show a  p r o f i t  a t  y e a r ' s  end ,  b u t  i t s  books  r e g i s t c r c x d  

s i z e a b l e  l o s s e s  f o r  a  number o f  y e a r s .  on  one  o c c a s i o n ,  f o l -  

lowing  a d i s a s t r o u s  f i r e  i n  A p r i l  o f  1935,  Wayne C a r t l e d g e  sug-  

g e s t e d  t h a t  h e  would l i k e l y  have  t o  make a  l o a n  from h i s  p e r s o n a l  

f u n d  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  g o i n g  a g a i n .  l1 M r .  P e r r y  r e q u e s t e d  month ly  

" b l o t t e r "  r e p o r t s  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  These r e p o r t s ,  

however,  d i d  n o t  a lways  g e t  o f f  t o  M r .  P e r r y  a t  t h e  end  of e a c h  

month. T h i s  was a  s o u r c e  o f  much c o m p l a i n t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s e n i o r  p a r t n e r .  U s u a l l y  t h e r e  was a l o g i c a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d e l a y ,  

9. La Harmonia Records.  

10.  I b i d . ,  1935-1940, e s p e c i a l l y ,  

1 1 ,  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  Howard E. P e r r y  ( l e t t e r ,  A p r i l  9, 
1935;  Eugene C a r t l e d g e  t o  R .  W. D e r r i c k  ( l e t t e r ) ,  August 1 2 ,  1940. 



such a s  t o o  much work, a  breakdown i n  farming equipment, i l . lnc>ss 

among some o f  t h e  employees, o r  something else,  which g e n e r a l l y  

s a t i s f i e d  M r .  P e r r y ,  who knew t h a t ,  i n  time, he would g e t  t h e  

b l o t t e r  s h e e t s .  l2 M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  o f t e n  had h i s  t r o u b l e s  i n  t h e  

management o f  La Harmonia. On one occas ion ,  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  M r ,  Po 

d a t e d  November 3, 1937, he  wrote ,  "I thought  I was having p l e n t y  

of  worry b u t  when I t h i n k  of  you and t h e  Ch i sos  mine I am ready 

1 3  
t o  f o r g e t  my t r o u b l e s . "  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  u s u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a  g e n e r a l  merchandisin 

f r o n t i e r - b o r d e r  s t o r e ,  La Harmoni-a, under t h e  management o f  Wayne 

R. C a r t l e d g e ,  found i t  wise  and a t  t h e  same t ime p r o f i t a b l e  t o  

perform many o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  and s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  

n o r t h e r n  Mexico, From t i m e  t o  t ime he  a c t e d  a s  a g e n t  f o r  l a r g e  

o p e r a t o r s  i n  t h e  s a l e  and d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  t o  p u r c h a s e r s  

i n  t h e  IJni ted S t a t e s .  A s  an example, Los Ranchos de Armendaiz 

i n  S i e r r a  Majada, w i t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  C e r r o  Blanco, Coahu i l a ,  

which o p e r a t e d  on  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  and was managed by one Don Hugust i  

Rodriguez,often c a l l e d  on M r .  Cart l-edge f o r  a i d  i n  d i s p o s i n g  o f  

c a l v e s ,  r e f i n e d  wax, and o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  ranch. l4 The c l o s e  

13. Howard E ,  P e r r y  t o  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r s ) ,  August 
1923, and December 28, 1931. 

1.3, Wayne R, C a r t l e d g e  t o  Howard E. P e r r y  ( l e t t e r ) ,  Novcm- 
ber 3 ,  1937. 

14. Don Augustin Rodriguez t o  Wayne R. Car t l edge  ( l e t t e r ) ,  
November 27,  1925; Howard E. P e r r y  t o  Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  
November 3, 1936. 



r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Ranchos Armendaiz began i n  1921 and c o n t i n u e d  

a f t e r  1940 a s  i s  shown by t h e  g r e a t  volume o f  correspondence  i n  

t h e  La Harmonia f i les .  L e t t e r s  w i t h  o r d e r s  f o r  merchandise  o r  

f o r  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  a i d  i n  d i s p o s i n g  o f  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  a lways  d e l i v e r e d  

t o  Cas to lon  by p e r s o n a l  messengers who o f t e n  t r a n s p o r t e d  a s  much 

a s  f o u r  t o  s i x  hundred d o l l a r s  t o  s e t t l e  accounts .  On one oc- 

c a s i o n  a wax shipment,  which C a r t l e d g e  handled  f o r  ~el f ;ora  H e r l i n d a  

Nova d e  Rodriguez a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Don August in ,  f o r  some reason  

d i d  n o t  m e e t  t h e  r equ i rements  o f  t h e  N e w  York f i r m  which purchased 

more than twenty f i v e  thousand pounds. T h i s  shipment was r e j e c t e d  

by t h e  f i r m  even a f t e r  t h e y  had mai l ed  t h e  check i n  payment f o r  

t h e  wax, Both M r .  C a r t l e d g e  and M r ,  P e r r y ,  each o f  whom had had  

some p a r t  i n  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  e x e r t e d  e v e r y  e f f o r t  p o s s i b l e  t o  

b r i n g  about  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  ad jus tmen t  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  s o  a s  t o  

p r e v e n t  a  monetary l o s s  t o  ~ e h ' o r a  Her l inda .  15 

Another v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  r endered  by La Harmonia was t h a t  

o f  wholesa le  d i s t r i b u t o r  f o r  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  merchandise which t h e  

s m a l l e r  o p e r a t o r s  in n o r t h e r n  Mexico wished t o  purchase ,  b u t  be-  

cause  o f  l o c a t i o n ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and o t h e r  prob- 

l e m s  were unab le  t o  a c q u i r e  excep t  through t h e  a i d  o r  a s s i s t a n c e  

o f  La Harmonia. Thus dur ing  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  Cas to lon  and S a n t a  

Helena w e r e  r ecogn ized  f o r  customs purposes ,  La Harmonia i n  

15. Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  Howard E. P e r r y  ( l e t t e r ) ,  Octo-  
b e r  27, 1936. 



c o n j u n c t i o n  wi th  t h e  Ch i sos  Mining Company would o r d e r  i n  c i i r l o n d  

l o t s ,  and t h e  Mexican s t o r e k e e p e r s  would send wagons t o  Cas to lon  

t o  p i c k  up t h e i r  merchandise.16 T h i s  t y p e  o f  s e r v i c e  was a g r e a t  

h e l p  t o  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  n o r t h e r n  Mexico. A t  t h e  same t i m e  i t  was 

a s e r v i c e  which more than  p a i d  f o r  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  form o f  good w i l l  

and a d d i t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s  f o r  La Harmonia. 

I n  a  number o f  i n s t a n c e s  between 1920 and 1940, M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  

used h i s  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  peop les  o f  n o r t h e r n  Mexico t o  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  Texas r a n c h e r s  who had s u f f e r e d  l o s s e s  a t  t h e  hands o f  

Mexican c a t t l e  r u s t l e r s .  I n  J u l y  1934 a f e w  head o f  c a t t l e  were 

s t o l e n  and  d r i v e n  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  i n t o  Mexico, and t h e  ranchman 

and a deputy  s h e r i f f  who were i n  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  s t o l e n  c a t t l e  came 

by and r e q u e s t e d  M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  t o  accompany them i n t o  Mexico s i n c e  

he knew many o f  t h e  peop les  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  and c o u l d  speak 

Spanish  f l u e n t l y .  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  no t  on ly  went w i t h  them, b u t ,  i.n 

nddi- t ion ,  wrote  a  long l e t t e r  t o  one o f  h i s  c l o s e  b u s i n ~ > s s  a s -  

sociatc.s  i n  Mexico and r e q u e s t e d  t h e y  b e  g iven  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  

apprehension o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  s o  17 

Even murderers  and d e s e r t e r s  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  were 

n o t  t oo  s e c u r e  i.f and when t h e y  came i n t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  

1 6 ,  J u a n  G a s t i l l o n  t o  Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r s ) ,  Fcbru- 
a r y  9 ,  1929, and Novexber 11, 1930; Alexandra Gonzales t o  La 
Harmonia (letter), May 1 6 ,  1929, 

17, bd~vne K O  C a r t l e d g e  t o  Sezora H e r l i n d a  Rodriguez ( l e t t e r ) ,  
J u l y  20: 1.934, 



t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  Cas to lon.  On December 3, 1927, one Antonio Ordund 

o f  S a n t a  Elena ,  Chihuahua, a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  a dance a t  Cas to lon ,  

became invo lved  i n  some s o r t  of an  argument and s h o t  and k i l l e d  

one Manuel A v i l a ;  h e  then f l e d  i n t o  Mexico t o  e scape  punishment. 

During t h e  weeks t h a t  fo l lowed ,  M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  fo l lowed  up t h e  c a s e  

wi th  t h e  Mexican a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  San ta  Elena  and Oj inaga .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  he wro te  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  s h e r i f f  o f  Brewster  County, t h e  

Honorable Dan Moody, Governor o f  t h e  S t a t e  of Texas,  and t o  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  s e c u r e  

t h e  e x t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  f o r  t r i a l  i n  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  Brewster  

County. 
1 8  

Even e a r l i e r  than  t h a t ,  i n  1921, two men had d e s e r t e d  

from t h e  army a t  Marfa, Texas, and had s t o l e n  two mules and were 

seeking t o  e scape ,  p o s s i b l y  i n t o  Mexico, when t h e y  w e r e  apprehended 

and h e l d  by M r .  C a r t l e d g e  u n t i l  h e  was a b l e  t o  t u r n  them over  t o  

t h e  S h e r i f f  o f  Brewster  County f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  Marfa. 
19  

Many o t h e r  c a s e s  c o u l d  b e  g iven  t o  

18, Wayne R.  C a r t l e d g e  t o  Jefe de La Aduana, Seccion de  
S a n t a  Elena ,  Chihuahua, Mexico ( l e t t e r ) ,  February  13,  1928;  
Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  The Honorable Dan Moody, Governor o f  Texas 
( l e t t e r ) ,  January  31, 1928;  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  Adminis t rador  
de  Aduana, Oj inaga ,  Chihuahua, Mexico ( l e t t e r ) ,  December 22, 1928;  
Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  The Honorable S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  Washington, 
D, C. ( l e t t e r ) ,  January  31, 1928, 

19. Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  E, E. Townsend, S h e r i f f  o f  Brew- 
s t e r  County, Texas ( l e t t e r ) ,  October 11, 1921; Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  
t o  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  U. S. Troops, Marfa, Texas ( l e t t e r ) ,  Sep t -  
ember 9 ,  1921. 



i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which C a r t l e d g e  went i n  h i s  e f i c , i  1-s ~ . s  

h e l p  i n  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  p e a c e  a n d  o r d e r  i n  t h e  l ower  Big  Bend 

c o u n t r y .  

I n  many and unusua l  c a s e s ,  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  meet 

t h e  n e e d s  and t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  p ~ o p l e  o f  t h e  remote  

Big Bend c o u n t r y ,  On o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  ment ioned ,  h e  

o r d e r e d  b r i d a l  w r e a t h s  and  b r i d a l  v e i l s  f o r  n Mexican wedding. 

E a r l y  in h i s  b u s i n e s s  as n s t o r e k c e p e r  h e  found  t h a t  t h e  Mexican 

p e o p l e s  l i k e d  t o  g e t  g r c e n  c o f f e e  and  p r e p a r c  i t  f o r  u s e  thcm- 

s e l v e s .  To m e e t  t h i s  need  h e  g o t  i n  t ouch  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e s a l e r s  

a n d  s e c u r e d  s p e c i a l  s h i p m e n t s  o f  c o f f e e  a t  p r i c e s  which t h e  Mex- 

i c a n s  c o u l d  a f f o r d .  Then i n  1929 ,  t o  meet a  s p e c i a l  demand he  

w r o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  t h e  Chicago  P o r t r a i t  Company: 

W e  a r e  e n c l o s i n g  h e r e w i t h  two Mexican p h c t o s  
l e f t  w i t h  u s  t o  b e  e n l a r g e d ,  The Mexican 
wan t s  enlargements a s  i s  u s u a l l y  s o l d  b y  
your  a g e n t s  a l o n g  t h e  b o r d e r .  H e  wan t s  
o n l y  t h e  b u s t s  t o  ~ l l o w  in  e n l a r g e m e n t s  and  
w i t h o u t  h a t s .  20 

Thus i t  may b e  s a i d  t h a t  La Harmonia was n o t  o n l y  a  b u s i n e s s  

t>utc3rpr ise which a t f c m p t e d  t o  make n 1 ) r o f i t  f o r  i t s  owners ,  b u t  

t h a t  i t  a l s o  sought  to ( j i ve  t o  t h e  community which i t  s e r v ~ d  x 

t,jq)c of  : .crvicc wor thy  o f  t h e  name La Harmonia. 

I ' r i o r  to t h c  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas  began  t o  make any  

s e ~ r i ~ u ~ j  r l f - f o r t  t o  kccp  t r a c k  o f  t h e  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  of  t h e  

. I,a t farmol~in Company t o  W. D, C l e v e l a n d  & Sons ,  Houston,  
Tt-s<i> ( I c t t c r ) ,  F e b r u a r y  20,  1322;  L a  Harmonia Coo~p;\nq- t o  Chi -  
c,tnc~ P o r t r  3 i t  Co~lp-iny (letter) , Novc~nber 2b,  1929,  



p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a  person o f t e n  found himsel f  i n  need o f  

d e f i n i t e  ev idence  t h a t  he o r  s h e  had been born.  Again,  under 

t h e s e  c i r cums tances ,  i t  was t h e  manager o f  La Harmonia, Senor 

Wayne, who came t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  Mexican who 

needed p roof  o f  h i s  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e r e b y  making it p o s s i b l e  f o r  him 

t o  remain i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  o r  o t h e r w i s e  t o  s a t i s f y  some demand 

f o r  p roof  o f  having been born ,  21 T h i s  s e r v i c e  o f t e n  p r e v e n t e d  

some poor Mexican from be ing  depor ted ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  extended a i d  

t o  t h e  person s o  t h a t  he might engage i n  t h e  normal a c t i v i t i e s  of 

l i f e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  wi thou t  c o n s t a n t  f e a r  of b e i n g  p icked  

up by t h e  immigra t ion  o f f i c e r s  a long  t h e  border .  

There i s  a n o t h e r  f i l e  which has  been l a b e l e d  "Good Samari tan"  

i n  which t h e r e  a r e  twenty o r  more r e c o r d s  o f  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which 

M r .  C a r t l e d g e  went o u t  o f  h i s  way t o  do a  s e r v i c e  t o  someone 

i n  need. For example, on September 27, 1921, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  

recorded  : 

Sometime ago Bob Beaty was down h e r e  and one 
o f  our  t e n a n t s ,  Juan Mendeze gave him 50C t o  
have h i s  b rand  recorded  and t o  g e t  r e c e i p t .  
So f a r  he h a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  h i s  r e c e i p t .  
P o s s i b l y  Bob f o r g o t  i t .  P l e a s e  remind Bob 
when you see him. 2 2  

Then i n  J u l y  o f  1928 M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  fo l lowed  up an  e x t e n s i v e  

correspondence  r e l a t i v e  t o  a $3.57 P o s t  O f f i c e  money o r d e r  which 

21. Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  F a t h e r  Brocardus ( l e t t e r )  March 
12,  1930. (Many more i n  f i l e . )  

22. Wayne R e  C a r t l e d g e  t o  County C l e r k ,  Brewster  County, 
Texas ( l e t t e r ) ,  September 27, 1921 



.Juan Chdvar r i a  had w r : t  t o  thc \'hi-cago M c \ i  1 (;+ i c r  Cornpnr~! , , 

August 1, 1925. The money o r d e r  was i n  payment f o r  C+ hlankc.1 

~vh jch  he  had o rde red .  T h e  b l a n k e t  WAS no t  shipped, r?r . . I ;  1~ . i ~ t  

i t  was no t  received ,ind f o r  &]most a  f u l l  yerir b I r ,  C h a v a r r i : ~  h.id 

i , ren  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  something done, w i t h  no succc.ss, Even t h o u r ~ h  

t h e r e  w a s  n o t  much moncy in \o lv i>d,  M r .  Cartlc>d43c, ;n bt h a l f  o f  

t h c  : l i r , l - t  uf thc. s tor i . ,  V J X I ; ;  -i f u l l  page, sirqlc-spac;.d oil a 

3 3 
t > p t  v ~ r i  t c b r ,  i n  an e f f o r t  t c  gr't .i f ' i , x ~ l  s e t t l f m c i i t .  This r i c -  

f i n ' l  ( , J y  intlicnti.cl th-it  Mr. C , \ r t l r dgc  and LA H,:r-rlo. h'ld I- '11 

i r~tc>rest  i n  t k i c .  !%PI  f a r e  ( i tilt? cus tomers ,  i rrc.syr~i- L i v c  01- w h e t h c r  

t h c r c  L V ~ S  3 l a r g e  o r  ii small. sum o f  money invo1vr.d. E v i c t ~ n c c  o f  

manv o t h e r  comparable e v c n t s  can  be found in  t h e  f i l e s  o f  L C \  

! f a r m o n  :,i C'omy)~iny. 

r h c r e  w;i~ s t i i  l nno!-l?c>r arc <t, i n  rvhich L C !  H a r m a n i  -i xc,ndr.rcd 

jib: { : I  C ~ S  to the  1 3 i q  Rend c o y i n t r y .  The n ( . c i r e s t  bLinkc, v l c r r .  , >?ln.- 

d1i.d n i l c s  a w a y  C A I  M,rrc~thon, i i lp ine ,  o r  Msrfa,  Thuc ' 9 1  +;r ,?diup 

- .I ~ 1 . 1  (,h r, i t l  : , i c  i l 1 t L _ ; LI )T  thil safekeep-~ilc; f $ / < +  1 Li.+blc~, % i $4 

.'-. >,, lC 3 ' 1 :  c.!ll(ci 2i:nil ",c ~ , . t  - i s  banhc.r i,,s i l s  c l i r n l - s .  Fc~r  

. p . - > ~ ,  . i n  t;nl-iatt.i! r l c ; t l _  q i t ~ t ~ d  b y  Non'l B i a s a  r cnds  a s  fo l lov , s :  

s , $ 1  1 - 'r ,  d S~):ii)il $4 jO,(lL) ( ~ O U L '  hundrc.d fift] d c > l ~ . ~ l r .  \ 

' 5 t , A X r  , , I r ' m y  t a x  and leas ing  dccounts  r.  

, A ,  , , - , ; :r ! ', , 3 c t ~ : ~ i ? r l j  .i , + i s  :he rn0nt.y h ~ d  be.c.11 uL;ic.c rl .In 

. , s ;: .;rir: 2, Cnrt i t :d<ie  ?;(J Chi csc:ja Mail Or 3ti.r l':,7.-q:;.-lny 

:J. -:;,--,:; I~?;Ic  1926. 



d e p o s i t  w i t h  t h e  s t o r e ,  24 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  t h e  s t o r e  was 

f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  upon t o  a c t  a s  a c o l l e c t i o n  agency. On March 3 ,  

1923, M r .  W. N. Brown o f  Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a ,  wro te :  "P lease  

a d v i s e  me i f  you have  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  y e a r l y  r e n t a l  from Or tega ,  

and i f  s o  k i n d l y  send same t o  m e  a t  above a d d r e s s .  I f  Near t h e  

same t ime  D r .  R. A. Wilson, who had been t h e  company d o c t o r  a t  

t h e  Ch i sos  Mine, b u t  had r e c e n t l y  moved t o  El  Paso,  asked 

M r .  C a r t l e d g e  i f  he would c o l l e c t  a $35.00 b i l l  due him from 

Ricardo Sanches. 25 And h e r e  i s  a  good one:  

On a d v i c e  from D r .  Turney and Boss M i l l e r  
a m  sending t h i s  man down t h e r e  as  h e  wants  
t o  go t o  Ter l ingua  and  i s  i n  p r e t t y  bad 
shape. Turney s a y s  t o  t u r n  him over  t o  you 
and you w i l l  pay f o r  b r i n g i n g  him down o r  
s t a n d  good f o r  t h e  b i l l .  Is t h i s  a l l  
O.K.? H i s  b i l l  i s  $ 3 5 , 0 0 . ~ ~  

There i s  no end t o  t h e  unusual  t y p e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  which 

La Harmonia was c a l l e d  upon t o  perform f o r  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  

Big Bend. The Uni ted  S t a t e s  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  used La 

Harmonia t o  d i s t r i b u t e  c o t t o n  a c r e a g e  checks ,  and t o  a c t  a s  a  

s o r t  of weather  bureau  f o r  t h e  Department. On February  1 9 ,  

1929, a  n o t e  from t h e  Department s a i d :  

24. La Harmonia Company t o  W. N. Gourley,  B r e w s t e r  County 
Tax C o l l e c t o r  ( l e t t e r ) ,  A p r i l  20, 1926. 

2s. R. A. Wilson, M.D., t o  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  
October 14 ,  1923. 

26. Will iam C o t t e r  t o  Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  May 3, 
1926. 



I have j u s t  completed working up t h e  t empera tu re  
d a t a  f o r  Cas to lon  f o r  December. I am wondering 
if i t  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  you t o  g i v e  me t h e  
r a i n f a l l  f o r  December. 2 7 

The Cas to lon  a r e a  i s  now embraced w i t h i n  t h e  Big Bend Na t iona l  

Pa rk  and  is  s e r v e d  by good paved r o a d s  and much o f  i t s  c l i e n t e l e  

from t h e  American s i d e  o f  t h e  Rio Grande i s  made up o f  t o u r i s t s  

who a r e  w e l l - d r e s s e d  and r i d e  i n  new automobiles.  Y e t ,  from t ime 

t o  t ime,  t h e r e  s t i l l  a p p e a r s  a t  La Harmonia t h e  poor Mexican 

c l i e n t  from " o t r o  lado"  w i t h  h i s  b u r r o  and packsaddle.  Th i s  g i v e s  

d e f i n i t e  ev idence  t h a t  t h i n g s  have n o t  changed t o o  much on t h e  

Mexican s i d e  o f  t h e  Rio Grande, Most o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e s  speak 

l i t t l e  o r  no E n g l i s h  and t h u s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  keep a Spanish-  

speaking person a t  t h e  t r a d i n g  p o s t  a t  a l l  t imes.  

The f r o n t i e r - b o r d e r  t r a d i n g  p o s t ,  La Harmonia, was, d u r i n g  

t h e  most o f  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  main 

b a r r a c k s  b u i l d i n g  which had been c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

Government i n  1919 a s  a  m i l i t a r y  o u t p o s t  t o  p a t r o l  and guard  

t h e  Rio Grande. The l a n d  on which t h e  camp was c o n s t r u c t e d  had 

been l e a s e d  from t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  Howard P e r r y  and Wayne C a r t -  

l edge ,  A l e a s e  agreement was s i g n e d  June  30, 1919, whereby t h e  

Government o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  a c q u i r e d ,  f o r  a  token amount 

of one d o l l a r  per  y e a r ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  u s e  a p l o t  o f  ground con- 

s i s t i n g  of f o u r  a c r e s ,  more o r  l e s s ,  on t o p  o f  t h e  mesa i n  t h e  

27, F. A. Fenton,  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  7 
t o  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  February  19 ,  1929, 



nor th  p a r t  of s ec t i on  1 3  of Block 16,  G. H. and S. A. Ry Co. land. 
28 

The permanent bu i ld ings  were cons t ruc t ed  dur ing t he  w in t e r  o f  

1919; by t h e  time they were completed, however, t h e  war i n  Europe 

had come t o  a succes s fu l  c l o s e  i n  favor  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  f o r c e s ,  and 

i n  t h e  meantime, General Obregon had gained c o n t r o l  of t h e  Mex- 

ican  government and had given s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h a t  country.  Con- 

sequent ly  Camp Santa  Helena was never r e a l l y  used by t h e  m i l i t a r y  

fo rce s  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s .  29 During 1920 and e a r l y  1921 t h e r e  

were a few men s t a t i o n e d  a t  Santa Helena, bu t  never f o r  any long 

per iod  of time. Thus i n  1921 Major Harlow gave M r .  Car t ledge  

permission t o  move h i s  s t o r e  i n t o  t h e  ba r r acks  bu i ld ing  with  t h e  

prov is ion  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  bu i ld ings  might be  used by t h e  pa r tne r -  

sh ip  of Perry  and Cart ledge u n t i l  such t ime a s  t h e  Government 

might again  need them fo r  m i l i t a r y  purposes. 30 The s t o r e  was 

moved i n t o  t h e  bar racks ,  and t h e  Car t ledge  family  moved i n t o  

t h e  q u a r t e r s  which had been cons t ruc ted  f o r  commissioned o f f i -  

c e r s ,  and M r .  R. We Derr ick occupied t h e  q u a r t e r s  f o r  non-com- 

missioned o f f i c e r s ,  For t h e  time being t h e  Government cont inued 

t o  renew t h e  l e a s e  annual ly ,  even though, i n  1923, an o f f i c i a l  

order  was i s sued  f o r  t h e  abandonment of Camp Santa  Helena. In  

28. Renewal of Lease form (copy) ,  July  1, 1922; s igned by 
J. H. Conlin, Captain ,  Quartermaster Corps. 

29. Wayne R. Car t ledge ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  Apr i l  12, 1967, 

30. Wayne R. Car t ledge  t o  Commanding Of f i ce r ,  Camp Marfa, 
Texas ( l e t t e r ) ,  November 28, 1922. 



t h e  same o r d e r  t h e r e  were d e t a i l c d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  d i . s , :os i t ion  

and s a l e  o f  a l l  government-cwned b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  carnpo3l 

Some two y e a r s  e l a p s e d  d u r i n g  which t i m e  d e t a i l e d  d a t a  vrns 

d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p ~ l b l i c  &sking f o r  b i d s ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  

t h e  b u i l d i n g s  would be  s o l d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b idder .  The s p e c i f i -  

c L i t i o n s  p rov ided  t h a t  a l l  shou ld  b e  s o l d  "as  isf1 and "where is ,"  

These l ) rovis i .ons  gave t o  Per:-y and C a r t l e d g e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

advantage ,  s i n c e  they  owned the l a n d  on which t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  

loc'xtcd. N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e y  had many misg iv ings  a s  t o  t h e  pos- 

s i - b i l i t y  of some o u t s i d e r  making a  lower b i d  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s ,  

o r  b u i l d i n g s ,  Consquently Mr, Pe r ry  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  eve ry  c a r e  

shoulcl b e  t aken  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  La Harmonia, which was now i n  

occupa t ion  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  would be a l l  means g e t  permanent 

t i t l c  t o  them. 31i Thus he urged t h a t  eve ry  move should  be  c a r e -  

i i i ]  1) thought  o u t ,  and t h a t  a b i d  should  be  submit ted  on ly  a f t e r  

i t  I:,.-, ,r: . ,uri ,d t h ~  t t h c r c  1,~ould be no p o s s i b i l  i - t v  o f  2 1nwr.r bid 

I nc. ; i u r l d l r ~ l l > .  I n  1 i n c .  ; l i t 1 1  t h i s  t h i n k i n g  , Mr. C:r tledqe 

:;L~Y, c.4 c,\r 'cfill  ly ci!~d made a r1unbc.r of t r r ips  t o  Camp Maria t o  a s -  

.:t.:..i,..?i'n, ii possib3.'-,, j u : , t  what he should  do r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  

.;;:, ,ps,,st-:d i~ i iio ‘\:l l !.>.:. 25 ' . I -  r d c  r(. * i ~ :  bc: m;li.led t o  t h e  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  i ~ t  

. . l;,;.:.cg: c z i  tbc, Qurir.tr.rrr,aster, Camp Marfa, Texas, Auoust 
, I  - - ~ "  - , .. " L ':l i 3  ., 

r - 
.I A; ,. . ':w;,l:,i E, Yr.u,ry t7 I'b;i>mc R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l t z t t e r s )  , Scp t -  

- .- 
~ 5 ,;a -., ~ j -  .; ' 2 9 it;:?:!, ,\r;d 3l>c,t:n?ber .LO, 1 9 2 4  F. D. W h e ~ l e r ,  F i r s t  L,ieu- 
.. , , _ ._ . ,  ,, - . .  ... :..>u;,r?-~r:n;!.s?.-cir *zo;.pc., !.-)i~:rr:tcrrnnst,r:r, Camp Marfa, Texas, 
-, 
, c  , , , -  ii:.; :> !.c-;:?,5e 



A change w a s  made, however, and  t h e  f i n a l  d a t e  f o r  t h e  open- 

ing  of t h e  b i d s  was de layed  u n t i l  A p r i l  15 ,  1925. There  was a 

p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

p r o p o s a l  o f  b i d s  which p rov ided  t h a t  " b i d s  s h a l l  remain open f o r  

accep tance  f o r  t h i r t y  days  a f t e r  A p r i l  15 ,  1925. t133 I n  l i n e  w i t h  

t h e s e  r e v i s e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  p r e s e n t e d  a r e v i s e d  

b i d .  On May 3,  1925, he  was informed t h a t  t h e  b i d  had been f o r -  

warded t o  Washington, wi th  a recommendation t h a t  i t  b e  accepted .  

Then on May 5 ,  1925, a l e t t e r  from t h e  E igh th  Corps Quar te rmas te r  

Supply O f f i c e r  a t  F o r t  Sam Houston informed P e r r y  and C a r t l e d g e  

t h a t  t h e i r  b i d  of $1,280.00 had been accep ted :  

You a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  forward  t o  t h i s  o f f i c e  
a c a s h i e r ' s  o r  c e r t i f i e d  check f o r  $780.00 
t o  complete t h e  purchase  price....Upon 
t h e  r e c e i p t  of t h e  above amount a supple-  
menta l  agreement,  t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  l e a s e  
and rewarding you t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  w i l l  b e  
drawn up and forwarded you f o r  execut ion .  34 

The above-mentioned requ i rements  w e r e  complied w i t h ,  and on 

May 18,  1925, two documents w e r e  excu ted  between t h e  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  

o f  t h e  E igh th  Corps a t  F o r t  Sam Houston and t h e  Pe r ry -Car t l edge  

p a r t n e r s h i p ,  One document was a supplementa l  agreement p r o v i d i n g  

f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  a l l  government-owned p r o p e r t i e s  on a " p l o t  

33. "Proposal  f o r  t h e  Purchase  o f  Government-owned P r o p e r t y  
a t  S a n t a  Helena,"  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  March 15,  1925. 

34, L. H. Palmer, C a p t a i n ,  Quar te rmas te r  Corps, t o  P e r r y  and 
C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  May 5 ,  1925, 



of ground l o c a t e d  i n  Block 16,  S e c t i o n  13,  nea r  t h e  town o f  

San ta  Helena, Texas, " t o  P e r r y  and  C a r t l e d g e ,  The o t h e r  document 

c a n c e l l e d  t h e  l e a s e  which had been e n t e r e d  i n t o  on June 30,  1919, 

and renewed each yea r  t h e r e a f t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  yea r  1925, Thus, 

on May 18, 1925,  a l l  government c o n t r o l  and ownership o f  t h e  l a n d  

and b u i l d i n g s  o f  Camp S a n t a  Helena c e a s e d  and f u l l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

and c o n t r o l  passed  t o  P e r r y  and C a r t l e d g e  and La Harmonia, t h e  

partnership-owned g e n e r a l  merchandising b u s i n e s s  which had been 

occupying and u s i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  s i n c e  1 9 2 1 . ~ ~  i J ~ o n  comple t ion  

of t h e s e  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  b o t h  M r .  P e r r y  and M r .  C a r t l e d g e  expressed  

r e l i e f  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  ownership and c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  prop- 

..ties a t  S a n t a  Helena,  now known a s  Cas to lon ,  had f i n a l l y  passed  

i n t o  t h e i r  hands,  36 

There can b e  no doubt  t h a t  Cas to lon  and La Harmonia had a  

major s h a r e  i n  t h e  development o f  t h e  Big Bend o f  t h e  Rio Grande. 

The s t o r e  h a s  been an impor tant  f a c t o r  i n  making it p o s s i b l e  f o r  

many o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  and 

t o  mai-ntain c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  o u t s i d e  world, Today i t  i s  an 

c i i e c t i - v e  l i n k  betweon t h e  o l d  f r o n t i e r  and modern tour ism,  

35. Ib id . ,  cover l e t t e r  and c o p i e s  o f  supplementa l  agreement,  
p r o p e r l y  s i g n e d  rind wi tnessed ,  May 18 ,  1925. 

3 0 .  Ilo~v,rrd E. P e r r y  t o  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  May 2 5 ,  

1025; Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  Howard E. P e r r y  ( l e t t e r ) ,  June 12,  
1 -':!is. 



For t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  beginning o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  

o f  La Harmonia, M r .  .Ca r t l edge  and a l l  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  which w e r e  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i s  farm and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  ma i l  

through t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  a t  T e r l i n g u a ,  Texas. I n  1922, however, 

M r .  C a r t l e d g e  b i d  on t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

m a i l s  from Alp ine  t o  T e r l i n g u a ,  and,  by  s p e c i a l  a r rangement ,  f o r  

some f o u r  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  a l l  of t h e  ma i l  f o r  some t h i r t y - f i v e  

f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  lower p a r t  o f  t h e  Big Bend and a long  t h e  Rio 

Grande had t h e i r  ma i l  p l a c e d  i n  a  s p e c i a l  sack  a t  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  

P o s t  O f f i c e .  M r .  C a r t l e d g e ,  t h e  mai l  c a r r i e r - c o n t r a c t o r ,  t h e n  

d e l i v e r e d  i t  t o  t h e  La Harmonia S t o r e  where t h e  peop le  p icked  

up t h e i r  ma i l  when t h e y  came i n .  

About 1924 M r .  C a r t l e d g e  e n t e r e d  a  r e q u e s t  w i t h  t h e  Pos t  

O f f i c e  Department seek ing  t o  g e t  S a n t a  Helena d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a  

r ecogn ized  l e g a l  p o s t  o f f i c e .  H e  r e c e i v e d  some encouragement, 

b u t  was t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l r e a d y  a  S a n t a  Helena P o s t  O f f i c e ,  

and t h a t  he  would have t o  s e l e c t  a n o t h e r  name. Thus i n  1926 t h e  

Pos t  O f f i c e  Department d e s i g n a t e d  Cas to lon ,  Texas,  a s  a new mai l  

s t a t i o n .  Richard  W. D e r r i c k  was named t h e  f i r s t  p o s t m a s t e r ,  and 

h e  remained i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  1936 when Gilmore To Gwin 

was named t o  succeed him. M r .  Gwin was pos tmaster  from A p r i l  1 

t o  November 11, 1936,  a t  which t i m e  Eugene H. C a r t l e d g e ,  son 

o f  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e ,  was named pos tmas te r  o f  Cas to lon  Pos t  

O f f i c e .  I n  October o f  1951 M r .  D e r r i c k  was a g a i n  p o s t m a s t e r ,  



w i t h  M r .  R.  G. Anderson t a k i n g  c o n t r o l  on Ju ly  1 4 ,  1952, a  pcs i -  

t i o n  he h e l d  u n t i l  t h e  Cas to lon  s t a t i o n  was c l o s e d  on June  3 0 ,  

1954, 

The Cas to lon  P o s t  O f f i c e  was housed i n  t h e  La Harmonia S t o r e  

and c o n s i s t e d  o f  an e n c l o s e d  boo th  wi th  t h e  s o l i d  o u t s i d e  w a l l  

of t h e  b u i l d i n g  as one s i d e ,  two heavy mesh s t e e l  w i r e  w a l l s ,  and 

a f o u r t h  w a l l  of heavy wood c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e  window, s l o t s  

for r ec t> iv ing  m a i l ,  anci T i f t y  s m , . l l  and e i g h t  l a r g e r  boxes f o r  

i n d i v j d u a l  p a t r o n s  t o  r e c e i v c  t h e i r  ma i l ,  The Cas to lon  Post  O f f i c e  

o p e r a t e d  a s p c c i a l - p e r m i t  c t a t i o n ,  and d i d  n o t  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  i s s u e  o r  yay o u t  money o r d e r s .  The p o s t  o f f i c e  booth  i s  s t i l l  

i n  good condi t i -on  a t  t h e  Cas to lon  s t o r e ,  
36a 

FARMING DEVELOPMENT I N  THE ARELA 

Modern , i g r i c u l t u r n l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Cnsto lon a r e a ,  i n  so  

f a r  AS i t  can bc a s c c r t a i n c d ,  began i n  o r  about  1901 when C i p r i a n o  

Ilernnndez and h i s  f ami ly  movcd i n t o  t h e  area from t h e  S h a f t e r  

s'l i - i e r  mine i n  P r e s i d i o  County. M r .  Hernandez c l e a r e d  a  smal l  

J j , , i  d .*lor15 .;he i l ~ o d p l . ~ i n  o f  t h e  Rio Grande, l i k e l y  on s e c t i o n  1'3 

oi' B i  jck l u ,  (;. FI. , ~ n d  5 ,  11, Ry, Co. l and ,  M r .  Hernandez d i d  

7 T f .  1 i t t l ~  jl l  1 h,, itjay o f  l e v e l  ir1[1 t h e  l a n d  and developing i t  

12; r t i i 1 I -  t i .  R'ither he depended on s u b - i r r i g a t i o n  

:ir,,-j ::l?,, - L  1.11,:~. :o;,lcrs irom Blue Creek and t h e  Rio Grande. The. 

:f:'i. iJekt2ers ;ind c o r t  i f i c a t e s  d a t e d  from 1922 t o  1936 
I - I ) ~  .1- ?i; Lhc P o s t  O f f i c e  r e c o r d s  d e s t r o y e d ) .  



s u r p l u s  p r o d u c t s  which h e  produced beyond t h e  needs  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  

he was a b l e  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  a t  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  d i s t r i c t  q u i c k s i l v e r  

mine so  37 Within a f e w  y e a r s ,  C ip r i ano  Hernandez was a b l e  t o  

persuade  a number o f  o t h e r  Mexican-American f a m i l i e s  t o  move i n t o  

t h e  lower Big Bend coun t ry ,  and soon a l l  o f  t h e  more f a v o r a b l e  

s e c t i o n s  a long  t h e  r i v e r  were occupied  by Mexican-American men 

and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  The a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e s e  men was 

soon t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  Anglo-Americans. I n  t h e  mean- 

t ime b o r d e r  d i s tu r1 )ances  a long  t h e  Rio Grande and t h e  e n t i r e  

Uni t ed  Sta tes-Mexican boundary had made i t  necessa ry  t o  send 

Texas Rangers and Uni ted  S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  t r o o p s  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t  tonal 

boundar yo 38 The combinat ion  of  f a c t o r  s--mining a c t i v i t i e s  on 

bo th  s i d e s  o f  t h e  Rio Grande, d i s t u r b e d  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Mexico, 

and s u c c e s s f u l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  development i n  t h e  region--had re- 

s u l t e d  i n  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  on b o t h  s i d e s  

o f  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  a r e a  c a l l e d  S a n t a  Helena,  a s  a l l  o f  t h e  

r i v e r  d i s t r i c t  from t h e  mouth o f  San ta  Helena Canyon down t o  t h e  

M a r i s c a l  Mountains had come t o  b e  known, Doubt less ,  t o  t a k e  

advantage  o f  t h e  p resence  o f  a  cheap l a b o r  supply ,  i n  1914 Clyde 

B u t t r i l l ,  who had been ranching f o r  a  number o f  y e a r s  a t  v a r i o u s  

l o c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Big Bend,purchased s e c t i o n  1 2  from 

370 Guadalupe Hernandez ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  A p r i l  13, la67.  

38, Robert M, Ut ley ,  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary, United 
S t a t e s  and Mexico, 75-83. 



P a t r i c i o  Marques and s e c t i o n s  1 3  and 14 from C i p r i a n o  FIcrna~dez .  3 9 

T h i s  t r a n s a c t i o n  marked t h e  r e a l  beginning o f  what might b e  c a l l e d  

l a r g e - s c a l e  farming a long t h e  Rio Grande. 

James L. S u b l e t t ,  a  d i r t  c o n t r a c t o r ,  had come t o  Alpine  from 

Sweetwater ,  Texas,  a f t e r  having done a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of  

q rad ing  and r a i l r o a d  dump work i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  O r i e n t  r a i l r o a d  westward from Sweetwatcr from 1910 t o  1912. 

b I rn  S u b l e t t  l i k e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  around Alpine  and dec ided  t o  rcmain 

i n  t h e  a r e a  r a t h e r  than  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  former home a t  Sweetwatcr,  

For two o r  so y e a r s  he had been engaged i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  s u r -  

f a c e  t a n k s  f o r  t h e  Jackson-Harmon ranching i n t e r e s t s  and f o r  

o t h e r s  o f  t h e  r eg ion .  A f t e r  M r ,  B u t t r i l l  a c q u i r e d  t h e  po ten t i - a1  

i r r i q a t e d  farming l a n d  a long  t h e  r i v e r ,  he  looked around f o r  

someone w i t h  t h e  p roper  equipment t o  do t h e  work o f  c l e a r i n g ,  

l e v c l i n g ,  and p ropar ing  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h e s  and d r a i n a g e  d i t c h e s  

f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  i r r i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i v e r  lands .  M r .  S u b l e t t ,  

who s t i l l  had h i s  heavy r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  equipmc.nt, proved 

tu bc  j u s t  t h e  man f o r  whom he was looking.  Thus i n  t h e  l a t t e r  

p a r t  01- 1914, M r ,  James L. S u b l e t t  was employed by  Clyde B u t t r i l l  

f o  prcparc  t h c  r i v e r  l ' inds  f o r  i r r i g a t e d  farming,  
40 

The l a n d  was 

jcj,  B r c r u s t c ~ r  Cl,unty Deed Records, V O ~ .  32,  544. 

4 0  Xa l l acc  S u b l e t t  ( i n t e r v i e w ) ,  J u l y  9 ,  1967: M r .  Eunice 
7 t 11 ;\J,.:<nnsn ( i n t  ertl iew) , May 2 ,  1907. 



c l e a r e d  and l e v e l e d  somewhat. An e n g i n e e r ,  M r .  R. S. Dod, s u r -  

veyed t h e  l a n d  and worked o u t  a d e t a i l e d  p l a n  f o r  t e r r a c i n g  a t  

t h e  p roper  l e v e l s  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i t c h e s  f o r  t h e  d i s -  

t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  water  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  i r r i g a t e  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  

which was t o  b e  p u t  under c u l t i v a t i o n .  On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  p l a n  

and some subsequent  a l t e r a t i o n s  and  improvements, t h e  l a n d  was 

farmed f o r  more than  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  

The p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  r e q u i r e d  something more t h a n  one 

yea r  d u r i n g  which t ime t h e y  t u r n e d  i n  t h e  water  a s  r a p i d l y  a s  

d i t c h e s  w e r e  ready,  and p u t  i n  t h e  c rops .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  yea r  1916, 

Clyde B u t t r i l l  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a c o n t r a c t  agreement w i t h  James L. 

S u b l e t t  which p rov ided  t h a t  B u t t r i l l  shou ld  f u r n i s h  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  

c a p i t a l  t o  purchase  a l l  equipment r e q u i r e d  t o  p u t  t h e  l a n d  i n  

c u l t i v a t i o n ,  and t h a t  S u b l e t t  would b e a r  h a l f  t h e  expense r e q u i r e d  

i n  keeping s a i d  equipment i n  p roper  shape  a f t e r  b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d  

on t h e  farm. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  agreement p rov ided  t h a t  S u b l e t t  

was t o  t a k e  f u l l  c o n t r o l  and s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  farming o f  t h e  

l a n d  o f  s e c t i o n s  12 ,  13,  and 14 ,  Block 16,  G. H. and S. A. Ry. 

Co., B r e w s t e r  County, Texas. The c o n t r a c t  agreement a l s o  pro-  

v ided  t h a t  i n  c a s e  a d d i t i o n a l  l a b o r  shou ld  b e  needed t o  o p e r a t e  

t h e  farm, S u b l e t t  shou ld  pay one-ha l f  t h e  c o s t  o f  such l a b o r .  

In  t h e  meantime t h e  two, B u t t r i l l  and  S u b l e t t ,  had  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

o p e r a t e  t h e  s t o r e  which B u t t r i l l  had t a k e n  over  from C i p r i a n o  

Hernandez, and t h e  agreement p rov ided  t h a t  S u b l e t t  shou ld  con- 

t i n u e  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  s t o r e  and t h a t  each p a r t y  t o  t h e  agreement 



shou ld  b e a r  one-hal f  t h e  c o s t  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and a l s o  each ~ , h o u l d  

d e r i v e  one-ha l f  of a l l  p r o f i t s  from t h e  s t o r e .  The c o n t r a c t  pro-  

v i d e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  i n  c a s e  t h e  l a n d  should  b e  s o l d  durincj t h e  l i f e  

of t h e  c o n t r a c t  t h a t  S u b l e t t  was t o  r e c e i v e  10  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  

s a l e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  land.  The c o n t r a c t  was f o r  one  y e a r ,  and sub- 

j e c t  t o  renewal by mutual agreement each y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r .  4 1 

R u t t r i l l  and S u b l e t t  con t inued  t o  farm t h e  l a n d  f o r  t h e  

nex t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  I n  1018, t h e  l a s t  yea r  o f  t h e  farming opera-  

t i o n ,  i t  became e v i d e n t  t h a t  B u t t r i l l  was going t o  d i s p o s e  of  

t h e  l a n d ,  which would l e a v e  S u b l e t t  w i t h  no l a n d  t o  farm. Being 

f a c e d  w i t h  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  S u b l e t t  n e g o t i a t e d  f o r  and purchased 

some t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s e c t i o n s  up t h e  r i v e r  toward S a n t a  Helena 

Canyon, where, under t h e  name Grand Canyon Farms S u b l e t t ,  and 

h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e r a t e d  what came t o  b e  known a s  Rancho E s t e l l e .  

The a r e a  was c a l l e d  by t h i s  name by t h e  Mexican p o p u l a t i o n  of 

t h e  a r e a  because  a t  one t ime a M r ,  L, V. S t e e l e  had ranched 

, i l o ~ ? ~ j  t h e  r i v e r  and had dune n l r 3 t  o f  mining p r o s p e c t i n g  on bo th  

s i c k s  of  t h e  Rio Crande, and t h u s  was w e l l  known t o  t h e  Mexican 

pc-oplc.s i n  t h e  a r ~ a ,  42 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S u b l e t t  farm, t h e r e  

were t h r e e  or four  smal l  farms a long  T e r l i n g u a  Creek n e a r  where 

it cmptics i n t o  t i l t>  Kio Grande, and up t h e  c r e e k  f o r  a n u m b ~ r  01- m i  

11. C ~ c w s t e r  County Deed Records, Vol, 37, 385, 

4 .  The  " i lp ine  A ~ ~ ~ l a n c h c ,  November 2 ,  1900: Wallace Sub- 
i t ~ t t  (jnt:-rview) , . Ju ly  9 ,  1967,  



These were a l l  up t h o  r i v e r  and  wes t  a n d  n o r t h  from t h e  C a s t o l o n  

farm, Somewhat I:,.ter, i n  1924-1925, two young men f rom Kentucky,  

Go N, Graddy a n d  W. K .  Wi l l i ams ,  p u t  i n  a  farm on s e c t i o n  36, 

Block 1 6 ,  abou t  f i f t e e ~ l  m i l c s  dow11 t h e  r i v e r  f r o m  C a s t o l o n ,  
4 3  

These  men d i d  n o t  s t d y  lorlcr d r ~ d  I hc ~ > r o p e r t  >, w a s  crccli~i r e d  by E l m o  

Johnson and  came t o  l ~ c .  k11own as  c l l e  Johnson  farm,  The p l a c e  i s  

b e s t  known, however,  f o r  t h ~  f a c t  t h a t  an army l a n d i n g  f i e l d  w a s  

l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  Johnson  home, T h i s  f i ~ l d  was used i n  t h e  pro-  

gram of  p a t r o l l i n q  t h e  b o r d ~ r  11y p l a n e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  t w e n t i c ~ s  

a n d  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s e 4 4  T h u s  by  1930,  f a r m s  w e r e  q c s t t e r e d  a l o n g  

t h e  Rio  Grande a t  e v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  f l o o d p l a i n  from t h e  mouth of 

S a n t a  Helena  Canyon t o  J o h n s o n ' s  f a rm j u s t  above  t h e  M a r i s c a l  

Can yon. 

The c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  f a rming  a c t i v i t y  was t o  remain  a t  t h e  

s i t e  o f  i t s  b e g i n n i n g ,  s e c t i o n s  1 2 ,  1 3 ,  and  1 4 ,  o r  t h e  s i t e  o f  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  C i p r i d n o  Hernandez farm.  C lyde  B u t t r i  1 1 ,  who had  

a c q u i r e d  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  1914,  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  l a n d  t o  C a p t a i n  

C a r r o l l  B a t e s  o f  t h e  Texas  Rangers  i n  Oc tobe r  1918. T h i s  d e a l  

must have  been  some s o r t  o f  a  m a k e s h i f t  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  a s  B a t e s  

and  S e r g e a n t  W i l l  C ,  J o n e s ,  a l s o  o f  t h e  Texas  Rangers ,  h e l d  t i t l e  

t o  t h e  l a n d  f o r  on l j ;  a  few months,  a n d  on March 1, 1919,  t i t l e  

43. Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  t o  Howard E. P e r r y  ( l e t t e r ) ,  J u n ~  1 2 ,  
1925,  

44, Srnit11t.1 s ,  "The Border  T r a d i n g  P o s t , "  54. 



was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  of P e r r y  a n d  C a r t l e d g c .  The 

d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  a r e  n o t  known, However, t h e  r e c o r d s  

do show t h a t  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  r e c e i v e d  t i t l e  t o  t h e  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  

o f  l a n d  w i t h  a l l  improvements and  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  s t o r e  

p l u s  a l l  d e b t s  o r  o b l i g a t i o n s  due  t h e  s t o r e  by t h e  Mexican c l i e n t e l e  

o f  t h e  f a rming  d i s t r i c t ,  The books  show, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h a t  b o t h  

P e r r y  and  C a r t l e d g e  a c q u i r e d  n  p o s t e d  book i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s t o r e  

i n v e n t o r y  a n d  a c c o u n t s  i n  t h e  'mount o f  $2 ,262 .64  a n d  $2,202.63 

r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  T h i s  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  d e a l  r e p r e s e n t e d  

45 
something i n  t h e  ne ighborhood o f  f o r t y - f i v e  hundred  d o l l ' i r s ,  

The C a s t o l o n  f a r m ,  known a f t e r  1919 a s  La Harmonia, was 

n o t  o n l y  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  lower 

Kio Gra,lde c , ~ u n t r y ,  h u t  it was a l s o  t h e  most p r o g r e s s i v e  and ,  i n  

many ways, t h e  most p r o d u c t i v e ,  a c r e  f o r  a c r e ,  o f  t h e  fa rms  o f  

t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The f i r s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n n o v a t  i o n  w a s  t h e  h r o a d e n i  ng 

o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p a t t e r n  o f  wheat ,  c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  a n d  melons t o  

i n c l u d e  c o t t o n ,  hogs,  t u r k e y s ,  honeybees ,  f r u i t  t r e e s ,  permanent 

3~rcissc.s, c r o p  r o t a t i o n ,  and many o t h e r  means a n d  methods o f  i n -  

L r c ; l s i l , i ~  f a rm income f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  farmer.  
4 6 

P r i o r  t o  1921,  l i t t l e  i f  tiny c o t t o n  was produced  i n  Brcws tc r  

C ~ ~ ~ t i t y ,  T h i s  w'is bcc,iusc of t h e  f a c t  'ha t  i t  was a lmos t  two 

45. Ln I-larnonia Company, Gene ra l  Ledger ,  Feb rua ry  :!1, 1919,  
to July 3 1 ,  1'11 Q ,  

&$he C o u n t l e s s  l e t t e r s  i n  La Hnrmonia f i l e s ,  1919 t o  1942,, 



hundred m i l e s  t o  any g i n  which c o u l d  p r o c e s s  t h e  c o t t o n .  I n  1921, 

La Harmonia farms,  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e ,  p l a n t e d  

smal l  p a t c h e s  o f  b o t h  r e g u l a r  and long s t a p l e  c o t t o n ,  T h i s  c o t t o n ,  

i n  seed-co t ton  form, was sh ipped  t o  Houston f o r  p r o ~ e s s i n g . ~ ~  The 

r e s u l t s  were s o  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h a t  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  made p l a n s  t o  p l a n t  

h i s  f i e l d s  t o  c o t t o n  i n  t h e  growing season o f  1922 j u s t  a s  soon a s  

t h e  wheat and o t h e r  c r o p s  were ga the red .  To make t h i s  worthwhile,  

however, he would need t o  i n s t a l l  a  c o t t o n  g i n  on t h e  land. Con- 

s e q u e n t l y ,  on January  23, 1922, h e  a d d r e s s e d  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Con- 

t i n e n t a l  Gin Company, Birmingham, Alabama. I n  answer t o  t h i s  

l e t t e r  o f  i n q u i r y ,  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  Gin Company r e p l i e d  on Feb- 

r u a r y  3, 1922, a s  f o l l o w s  : 

W e  n o t e  t h a t  you are t r y i n g  t o  encourage 
t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  c o t t o n  i n  your s e c t i o n ,  
b u t  t h e  f a rmers  do n o t  t h i n k  w e l l  of t h e  
p r o p o s i t i o n  on account  o f  t h e  c l o s e s t  
g i n  be ing  200 m i l e s  away, and f u r t h e r ,  
t h a t  no one i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n  i s  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  g i n  p lant .48  

I t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  a  g i n  i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  1922 

season ;  t h u s  t h e  c r o p  f o r  t h a t  yea r  was sh ipped  t o  E l  Paso f o r  

p rocess ing .  By A p r i l  o f  1923, however, a  comple te  one-s t and  g i n  

was on t h e  grounds  o f  La Harmonia farms,  and a C o n t i n e n t a l  Gin 

Company r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w a s  on hand t o  i n s t a l l  and g i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

47. W i l l i a m  C. C h r i s t i a n ,  Commission Merchant,  Houston, 
Texas, t o  La Harmonia ( l e t t e r ) ,  December 9,  1921, and Febru- 
a r y  3, 1922, 

48. C o n t i n e n t a l  Gin Company t o  La Harmonia ( l e t t e r ) ,  
February  3, 1922. 



f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  g in .  49 On October 20, 1923, b a l e  number 

one was g inned  a t  t h e  La Harmonia Company gin .  50 T h i s  one-s t and  

P r a t t  H u l l e r  g i n  wi th  a  s i n g l e  box, Uppacking 5- inch screw-power 

p r e s s  was d e l i v e r e d  t o  Alpine  f o r  a c o s t  o f  $978.30 p l u s  f r e i g h t  

c h a r g e s ,  With c e r t a i n  r e p a i r s  and improvements t h i s  g i n  con t inued  

t o  s e r v e  La Harmonia and o t h e r  nearby c o t t o n  farms f o r  t h e  nex t  

twenty y e a r s ,  o r  u n t i l  1942, w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f  t h e  yea r  1938, 

d u r i n g  which yea r  no c o t t o n  w a s  p l a n t e d  due t o  low p r i c e s  and o t h c r  

f a c t o r s ,  I n  t h e  f i r s t  season o f  1923, they  g inned  146 b a l e s ,  and 

d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  twenty-year p e r i o d  t h e  g i n  p u t o u t  was over  two 

thousand b a l e s  o f  l i n t  c o t t o n ,  most o f  which was shipped t o  Houston 

o r  Galves ton f o r  s a l e  t o  c o t t o n  b r o k e r s ,  

I t  might b e  w e l l ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t o  say t h a t  most o f  t h e  

o t h c r  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  such a s  r a i s i n g  t u r k e y s ,  hogs,  c a n t a l o u p e s ,  and 

tomatoes,  d i d  n o t  prove t o  b e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  a s  f a r  a s  

producing a d d i t i o n a l  revenue. These c r o p s  d i d ,  however, cjn f a r  

t o  improve t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r i v e r  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  improving t h e  d i e t  o f  t h e  ave rage  family .  

The. main reason  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  f i n a n c i a l  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e s e  c r o p s  

w'xs t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  encountered  i n  marketing t h e s e  i t e m s .  The 

c ; ~ : L ~ i l t i t i t ~ s  produccd were n o t  l a r g e  enough t o  s h i p  t o  d i s t a n t  

n ' j rkc ts, and t h c  ncarby markets ,  such a s  El Paso, had l o c a l  p roducers  

. th<it  ~ n ~ i t i e  i t  impcss ib le  t o  compete due t o  t h e  h igh c o s t  o f  s h i p p i n g ,  

39. ; b i d , ,  A p r i l  11, 1923,  and A p r i l  27, 1923, 

50. LC; Hnrmonia's Co t ton  Ginning Record Book, October 20, 
1'1.23. 



i n  c o n t r a s t  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  E l  Paso V a l l e y  p r o d u c t s  

were a b l e  t o  d e l i v e r  t o  t h e  wholesa le  houses ,  and t h u s  had no 

sh ipp ing  c o s t  t o  r educe  t h e i r  p r o f i t s . 5 1  With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

p roduc t ion  o f  hogs f o r  t h e  market ,  Gene C a r t l e d g e ,  son o f  Wayne R ,  

C a r t l e d g e ,  who t o o k  over  management o f  t h e  farm around 1938, s t a t e d :  

Have f i n a l l y  s o l d  what hogs I had l e f t ,  b u t  
d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  v e r y  much. Now I can t r y  
t o  do something e l s e ,  t h e y  w e r e  such a  
nu i sance  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  even have a  
watermelon p a t c h ,  52 

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  above does  n o t  l e a v e  t h e  impress ion t h a t  

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o t t o n  was wi thou t  i t s  problems. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

was an e v e r - p r e s e n t  problem a s  t h e  La Harmonia farms were one 

hundred m i l e s  from t h e  n e a r e s t  r a i l r o a d ,  and t o  compl ica te  t h e  

problem, d u r i n g  most o f  t h e  twenty y e a r s  t h e r e  were no paved 

roads  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  Furthermore,  t h e  u s u a l  s h i p p i n g  season 

f o r  most p r o d u c t s  was dur ing  t h e  r a i n y  season o f  t h e  year .  

Thus i t  was a  v e r y  common complain t  t h a t  a t r u c k  had s t u c k  i n  

such and such a  c r e e k ,  o r  been h e l d  up u n t i l  t h e  water  r an  down. 

I n  an e f f o r t  t o  improve t h e  roads  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  

s e r v e d  a s  Road Overseer  under t h e  County Commissioner o f  P r e c i n c t  

Number 4 ,  and l a t e r  he gave h i s  suppor t  t o  a  road  bond i s s u e  o f  

$300,000, f i f t y  thousand o f  which was t o  b e  used f o r  t h e  improvement 

o f  t h e  road  s o u t h  from Alpine.  On v a r i o u s  o c c a s i o n s ,  M r .  C a r t -  

l edge  gave h i s  suppor t  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  county  commissioners 

51. Crombie & Company, E l  Paso,  Texas, t o  La Harmonia ( l e t t e r ) ,  
J u l y  7, 1939. 

52. Eugene C a r t l e d g e  t o  R.  W. D e r r i c k  ( l e t t e r ) ,  September 24, 
1940, 
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o f  P r e c i n c t  Number 4 t o  t h e  candi-date  whom he  b e l i e v e d  would do 

t h e  most toward improving t h e  roads  i n t o  t h e  Rig Bend s e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  coun t ry ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  r a n  f o r  and was e l e c t e d  

County Commissioner o f  P r e c i n c t  Number 4  i n  1922053 NO major 

improvement t o  t h e  r o a d s  i n t o  t h e  Big Bend came, however, u n t i l  

t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  Big Bend S t a t e  P a r k  and t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas de- 

s i g n a t e d  and t o o k  over  t h e  maintenance o f  Highway 118 which l e a d s  

s o u t h  from Alp ine  i n t o  t h e  Ter l ingua-Casto lon a r e a  o f  t h e  Big Bend 

Country,  T h i s  program began i n  1948, and by 1953 t h e  road  was 

paved a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  nor thwest  boundary o f  t h e  Big Bend Na- 

t i o n a l  Pa rk  some f i v e  o r  s ix  m i l e s  t o  t h e  sou th  and e a s t  o f  Study 

But te .  54 I n  t h e  meantime, a f t e r  1944, t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  

had t aken  over  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o a d s  w i t h i n  t h e  Pa rk  boundar ies ,  

'and by 1965 t h e  road  was paved by way o f  Ward Mountain, Burro  

Mesa, Mule Ear Peaks ,  and Cas to lon  Peak t o  t h e  Cas to lon  complex 

and San ta  Helena Canyon. 

Co t ton  farming a long  t h e  Ric  Grande was f r e q u e n t l y  hampered 

by t h e  l a c k  o f  a  r e a s o n a b l e  l a b o r  supply ,  Very few peop le  l i v e d  

on t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  who d i d  n o t  a l r e a d y  have 

i 1 l l l - t i m e  work, <ind s i n c e  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e  c a l l e d  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

-un:ber o f  s e a s o n a l  workers ,  t h i s  posed a  r e a l  problem. There were 

no c o t t o n  p i c k i n g  mnchincs  i n  t h o s e  days ,  and much o f  t h e  seasona l  

l a b o r  came from the Mexican s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  The enforcement 

~i : ~ c w  and s t r i c t c r  ru l incrs  f o r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of v i s a s  i n c r e a s e d  

- 
53. M ,  S, Burke, County Judge, Brewster  County, Texas, t o  

Wayne R. C n r t l c d g c  ( l e t t e r ) ,  September 29, 1922; Howard E. P e r r y  
t o  Wriyne K .  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  June  24, 1922; Wayne R.  C a r t l p d g e  
t o  CommissFoncrs' Cour t ,  Br tws te r  County, Texas, November 1, 1935, 

3 .  Minutes ,  Wrcwster County Commissioners'  Cour t ,  Decem- 
h - r  13,  7048, t o  January  1 2 ,  1953. 



t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  problem a f t e r  t h e  middle 1920s. Among 

o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h e  r u l e s  p r o h i b i t e d  t h e  e n t r y  o f  c o n t r a c t  l a b o r e r s  

i n t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  Thus no p r i o r  ar rangements  o r  agreements  

c o u l d  be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  by t h e  c o t t o n  farmer  and t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  

workmen p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  55 The s i t -  

u a t i o n  became more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  i t  appeared  on t h e  s u r f a c e  due 

t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  v i s a s  had t o  appear  i n  pe r son  

a t  Chihuahua C i t y ,  J u a r e z ,  o r  some o t h e r  c i t y  where an American 

Consul was s t a t i o n e d ,  T h i s  made i t  p r a c t i c a l l y  imposs ib le  f o r  t h e  

poor l a b o r e r s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Chihuahua and Coahui la  

t o  s e c u r e  v i s a s  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  ill a f f o r d  t o  make t h e  long journey.  

The fo l lowing  pa ragraph  t a k e n  from a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  August 22, 1930, 

sheds  a  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  on t h e  problem: 

Two y e a r s  ago when Border P a t r o l  began s t r i c t  
enforcement o f  our  immigrat ion laws s e v e r a l  
f a m i l i e s  who had l i v e d  on o u r  farm f o r  from 
t e n  t o  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  became a larmed a t  
s e e i n g  whole f a m i l i e s  who had been h e r e  
e q u a l l y  a s  long hau led  o u t  t o  d i s t a n t  p o r t s  
and depor ted ,  and f e a r i n g  t h e  same might 
happen t o  them moved back t o  Mexico. S i n c e  
t h e n  w e  have had a  l a b o r  s h o r t a g e  and now 
a t  t h i s  p i c k i n g  t ime  w e  a r e  going t o  s u f f e r  
more t h a n  ever  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  p i c k e r s  .... 56 

55. W. J. McCafferty,  American Consul ,  Chihuahua, Mexico, 
t o  La Harmonia ( l e t t e r ) ,  June 1 4 ,  1929, 

56. Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  t o  The Honorable Harry H u l l ,  Com- 
miss ioner-Genera l  of Immigrat ion,  Washington, D. C, ( l e t t e r ) ,  
August 22, 1930. 



The Big Bend c o t t o n  growor, l i k e  growers c.vcrywhcrc., h ~ ~ r i  t o  

f i g h t  i n s e c t s .  The l e a f  worm was t h e  most common and o f t e n t i m e s  

t h c  most harmful  t o  t h e  c r o p s  i.12 t h e  Cas to lon  a r e a .  Contro l  c ~ f  

t h e  l e a f  worm depended l a r g e l y  on a  s u f f i c i e n t  and e f f e c t i v e  use  

of po i son ,  A t  t imes ,  however, t h e  worms s t r u c k  so suddenly and 

i n  such numbers t h a t  t h e  damage was i n f l i c t e d  b e f o r e  any th ing  

cc)uld b e  done t o  p reven t  heavy l o s s  t o  t h e  c o t t o n  crop.  A t  t imes  

t h e  farmer  r a n  o u t  o f  poison j u s t  when he  needed i-t most,  and 

be ing  a hundred m i l e s  from a  r a i l r o a d  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  he  c o u l d  

5 7 
do t o  q c t  a new supply  o f  poison i n  t i m e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c rop ,  

During t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  p i n k  bollworm had made 

i t s  appearance  i n  Texas, and i n  1919 t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Department 

o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  p l a c e d  Brewster  County i n  a non-cot ton  zone,  which 

l ' i s t e d  f o r  two y c a r s ,  T h i s  ban was l i f t e d  j u s t  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  

c o t t o n  p r o d u c t i o n  began i n  t h e  Cas to lon  a r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

c r e a t i n g  a  non-co t ton  zone a s  a  means o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  p i n k  

u o l l  vlorr:~, t h c  Department c ~ f  A g r i c u l t u r e  c o u l d  and d i d  from t ime 

to -t i m c  p c ~ r m i t  the i-rro\vinq o f  c t ~ t t o n ,  b u t  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a l l  s ~ c d  

c l i : ; i ~ l C c . c t c l d  nncl t h < \ t  t h e  l i n t  be  fumigated.  When a  non-cot ton  

.:cnc .#:;is r . r c b c ; t t . i l ,  th,: t-<irmer was p a i d  compensation f o r  h i s  l o s s t s .  

iiiolv~.iicr, in t h e  c ; l s ~  of' r c q u l a t e d  growing, he  r e c e i v e d  no corn- 

ri . ~ , s ; i i  ion f ( 7  r t h c  cos t  o f  d i s h  f c c t i o n  and o f  fumiga t ion ,  t h u s  



m a t e r i a l l y  r educ ing  h i s  p r o f i t  from h i s  c o t t o n  crop.  I n  1928, 

f o r  a  second t ime ,  Brewster  County was p l a c e d  i n  a  non-cot ton  

zone, Consequently no c o t t c n  was p l a n t e d  on t h e  La Harmonia 

farms t h a t  y e a r ,  A f t e r  some two y e a r s  o f  d e l a y  and a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

l e g a l  expense ,  compensation was r e c e i v e d ,  b u t  i t  was f a r  s h o r t  

o f  cover ing  t h e  l o s s  s u s t a i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  yea r  t h a t  t h e  non-cot ton  

zone was o p e r a t i v e ,  Beginning i n  1929 t h e  La Harmonia g i n  was 

p e r m i t t e d  t o  o p e r a t e  under r e g u l a r  growing c o n d i t i o n s ,  which 

e n t a i l e d  t h e  expenses  o f  d i s i n f e c t i n g  and fumigat ion .  T h i s  was 

expensive  and added t o  t h e  i l l s  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  farmer,  To l e s s e n  

t h e  burden somewhat, a  fumiga t ing  p l a n t  was l o c a t e d  a t  Alpine  a t  

t h e  r a i l r o a d  sh ipp ing  p o i n t ,  and proved t o  b e  a  m a t e r i a l  b e n e f i t .  
58 

The c o t t o n  fa rmer  i n  t h e  lower Rio Grande a r e a  f a c e d  many more 

problems, s l ~ c h  a s  h a i l ,  l ack  o f  r a i n ,  r o o t  r o t ,  low c o t t o n  p r i c e s ,  

and t h e  l i k e .  With a l l  of t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  La Harmonia g i n  was about  a t  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  i t  must be  r e -  

p l a c e d  o r  e l s e  t r a n s p o r t  c o t t o n  some two hundred m i l e s  t o  t h e  

n e a r e s t  g i n ,  c o t t o n  farming on t h e  La Harmonia farms c e a s e d  w i t h  

t h e  g a t h e r i n g  and g inn ing  o f  t h e  1942 crop. 

- 

56, R. E. McDor~~xld, Depcirtment o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Aus t in ,  
Texas, t o  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  March 7, 1928; J. M. 
Del C7~r to  t o  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  September 28, 1931; 
R.H. Forbes  t o  Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  August 20, 1931;  
Ben. F. Chapman, S t a t e  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  t o  La Har- 
monia Gin Company ( l e t t e r ) ,  December 1, 1933. 



RANCHING I N  TI-IE A R m  
i 

Wayne R, C a r t l e d g e ,  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  a s  manager o f  La 

kidrmonia, had had no p r e v i o u s  exper ience  i n  e i t h e r  farming o r  

ranching when he  t o o k  over  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

t h e  Pe r ry -Car t l edge  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  San ta  Helena a r e a  i n  1919. 

! H i s  f a t h e r ,  Eugene C a r t l e d g e ,  an Aus t in  lawyer,  had f o r  many 

y e a r s  been c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  r:inching i n  t h e  wes te rn  p a r t  o f  

I 

i Texas i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  as  an  e x p e r t  l a n d  lawyer. For more than  

twenty y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1919, Eugene C a r t l e d g e  had been a  c a r e f u l  

s t u d e n t  o f  Texas l a n d  laws,  and had a i d e d  many c l i e n t s  i n  a c -  

q u i r i n g  c l e a r  t i t l e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e O 5 '  I n  

c a s e s  where c l i e n t s  d i d  n o t  wish t o  a c q u i r e  t i t l e ,  M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  

had bccn a b l e  t o  evolve  an e f f e c t i v e  system of app ly ing  f o r ,  and 

c . s t a b l i s h i n g  l e a s e s  on s t a t e  and school  l ands .  Also ,  he  made a  
I 

! s p e c i a l t y  of working wi th  t h e  r a i - l r o a d  companies which owned and 
i 
i 

c o n t r o l l e d  much o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  West Texas. I n  arldi-tion t o  t h i s  

l c , < i c \ 3  ass i : ; tance  which Wayne C a r t l e d g e  had a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l ,  h i s  

s is t<-r ,  3 l r s .  Louise  I-IarV.vood, was c l e r k  i n  t h e  Texas P u b l i c  

L,>ncl O i f  ice. T h i s  w a s  of  m ' t t c r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  Wayne C a r t l e d g e  

'.kt ;; ??c d~.cided to  t u r n  his a t t e n t i o n  t o  a c q u i r i n g  l a n d  f o r  ranch-  

I n ' ~  -:~lrp(jses. '''; b l r - s  Harwood was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  

; Euc:prle C a r t l e d g e  t o  S. A. Thompson ( l e t t e r ) ,  J a n u a r y  
2 1 1 ~  : $ > r > l  

t10, Mrs, Lcu l se  Harwood t o  Wayne R.  C a r t l c d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  
i<>ptt.ii~b<>r 25 ,  1928,- 



m a t t e r  of s t a t u s  o f  school  l a n d s ,  d a t e s  o f  p u b l i c  s a l e s ,  problems 

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o f  f o r f e i t u r e  due t o  f a i l u r e  t o  pay 

i n t e r e s t ,  new l a w s  r e l a t i v e  t o  redemption,  and i n  many o t h e r  

m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  Thus w i t h  

an o u t s t a n d i n g  l a n d  lawyer a s  a  f a t h e r  and a  s is ter  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  

Land O f f i c e ,  Wayne C a r t l e d g e  had wise  counse l  on t h e  one hand 

and an e f f e c t i v e  informer  on t h e  o t h e r .  Th i s  a i d  was v e r y  va luab le  

i n  e n a b l i n g  t h e  ranching p r o j e c t  o f  Wayne C a r t l e d g e  t o  succeed 

i n  a c q u i r i n g ,  e i t h e r  by purchase ,  redemption o f  f o r f e i t e d  l a n d s ,  

o r  through l e a s i n g ,  a  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  w i t h  good wa te r ,  a c c e s s i b l e  

t o  t h e  farm and t h e  s t o r e ;  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  w e r e  s o  l o c a t e d  

t h a t  i t  was n o t  t o o  d i f f i c u l t  o r  expensive  t o  p r o p e r l y  f ence  

t h e  ho ld ings .  
6 1 

M r .  C a r t l e d g e  was i n  h i s  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s  when h e  came t o  

t h e  T e r l  ingua  q u i c k s i l v e r  mining v i l l a g e ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  

Chisos  Mining Company, which was owned and comple te ly  c o n t r o l l e d  

by Howard E, P e r r y  o f  P o r t l a n d ,  Maine. Even though h e  was young, 

soon a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  C a r t l e d g e  became convinced o f  t h e  p o s s i -  

b i l i t i e s  o f  ranching i n  t h e  a r e a .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1918, a f t e r  having 

worked up from t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  c l e r k  i n  t h e  company s t o r e  t o  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  o f  manager and c h i e f  accoun tan t  f o r  t h e  Ch i sos  Mining 

Company, t h e r e  a r e  r e c o r d s  which i n d i c a t e  t h a t  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  

61. Wayne R .  C a r t l e d g e  t o  E. Lo P r o b s t  ( l e t t e r ) ,  Febru- 
a r y  22, 1929. 



l e a s e d  h i s  f i r s t  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  of l a n d  for g r a z i n g  purposes.  12 2 

This  f i r s t  l e a s e  was recorded  i n  t h e  county r e c o r d s  under t h e  

d a t e  o f  October 7 ,  1918, b e f o r e  t h e  beg inn ing  of  a  ranching cn- 

t e r p r i s e  which was t o  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  t h e  Na t iona l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  

t o o k  f i n a l  and comple te  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a r e a  in  February  o f  1961, 

During t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  devoted  most o f  

h i s  t i m e  t o  t h e  management of  Ida Harmonia e n t e r p r i s e s .  I n  s p i t e  

o f  t h i s  p reoccupa t ion ,  he  found t i m e  t o  check on and de te rmine  

t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  school  l a n d  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  o f  C r i s t o l r ~ ~  

which t h e  s t a t e  was about  t o  d e c l a r e  d e l i n q u e n t  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  

pay i n t e r e s t  on t h e  b a l a n c e  due. On a  number o f  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  

he  made a p p l i c a t i o n s  and s e c u r e d  redemption c e r t i f i c a t e s  and 

t h u s  a c q u i r e d  t i t l e  t o  them. By 1921, M r .  C a r t l e d g e  had ac-  

cluired 'ind rendered  f o r  t a x  purposes  on t h e  Brewster  County tax r o l l  

f i v e  s e c t i o n s  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  coun t ry .  63  

During the  n e x t  ttvo o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a  number o f  p ropos td  d e a l s  

for the> purchase  of  ~ i d d i t i o n a l  s e c t i o n s  were cons ide red ,  and i n  

19:!4 t w o  ncidi t ionn l  s e c t i o n s  were purchased.  

Tn 1925 thcrc. was ;i chanc~t. i n  t h e  l a n d  p o l i c y  when t h e  

rrx'is L , c r ~ i s l ~ i t u r c  and t h e  Governor approved a  b i l l  f o r  

63, Brewstcr  County Deed Records, Vol, 37, 614. 

113, f irc ,v~ster  County Tax Rece ip t  f o r  1921. 



t h e  r e l i e f  o f  p u r c h a s e r s  of school  land.  64 T h i s  a c t  provided 

t h a t  t h o s e  who a l lowed  t h e i r  l and  t o  b e  f o r f e i t e d  f o r  non-payment 

o f  i n t e r e s t  would have a  p r e f e r e n c e  r i g h t  t o  r epurchase  a l l  such 

l a n d  f o r f e i t e d  a t  a p r i c ~  t o  b e  f i x e d  b y  t h e  Comrnissioncr of t h e  

General  Land O f f i c e ,  and a t  t h e  same r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  purchase ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h c  a c t  provided t h a t  anyone 

who a l lowed h i s  l a n d  t o  f o r f e i t  must run  t h e  r i s k  o f  having t h e  

p r i c e  r a i s e d ,  lowered,  o r  m a i n t a i n r d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r i c e ,  b u t  i r ~  

any c a s e  he would be  r e l i e v e d  from paying t h e  back i n t e r e s t .  T h c  

a c t  f u r t h e r  p rov ided  t h a t  a l l  l a n d s  f o r f e i t e d  and n o t  r e p u r t h a s ~ d  

would l a t e r  b e  p l a c e d  on t h e  market f o r  s a l e  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  biddc,r. 
h i  

Under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  a c t  M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  f o r f e i t e d  

a l l  o f  h i s  school  l a n d s ,  on October 9,  1925, a p p l i e d  f o r  r e -  

v a l u a t i o n  o f  h i s  l a n d  f o r f e i t e d ,  and mai l ed  t o  t h e  Land Commissioner 

a check f o r  $32.00 t o  cover  t h e  cha rge  of 1 p e r  c e n t  p e r  a c r e  

on a l l  l a n d  t o  b e  s o  re-valued.  Under d a t e  o f  January  30, 1926,  

M r .  C a r t l e d g e  r e c e i v e d  formal  n o t i c e  o f  r e v a l u a t i o n  o f  h i s  l a n d  

a t  $1.00 p e r  a c r e ,  which p r i c e  was from one t o  s i x  c e n t s  p e r  a c r e  

64, J. T. Robison, S t a t e  Land Commissioner,to County C l e r k ,  
B r e w s t e r  County, Texas ( l e t t e r ) ,  March 25, 1925, 

65. I b i d .  

66, Wayne R.  C a r t l e d g e  t o  J, T. Robison, Land Commissioner 
( l e t t e r ) ,  October  9,  1925. 



lower than  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r i c e .  The l e t t e r  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  whfcki 

accompanied t h e  r e v a l u a t i o n  form s t a t e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  n i n e t y  days 

s e p a r a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  must b e  made f o r  r epurchase  a t  t h e  "New 

P r i c e , "  and t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  forms must be  accompanied w i t h  

1/40 o f  t h i s  "New Pr iceI r  and a  n o t e ,  p r o p e r l y  s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  

39/40, t o  b e a r  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  5 pe r  c e n t  p e r  annum. 
67 

Thus dur ing  1926 t i t l e  was r e g a i n e d  t o  a l l  f o r f e i t e d  school  l a n d ,  

and soon therc3af ter  blr. C a r t l e d g e  c n t c r e d  i n t o  a  r a t h e r  a g g r e s s i v e  

program f o r  e n l a r g i n g  h i s  ranch l a n d  holdings .  T h i s  was made 

p o s s i b l e  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many pe r sons  who had a l lowed  t h e i r  school  

l'xnd t o  f o r f e i t  had n o t  r epurchased ,  and i n  1927 t h e  Genera l  Land 

O f f i c e  began a  program o f  p l a c i n g  t h e s e  l a n d s  on s a l e  a t  p u b l i c  

' iuc t ion  t o  b e  s o l d  t o  the  h i g h e s t  b idder .  Tn a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

purchase  o f  r e - e v a l u a t e d  school  l a n d s  from t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas, 

Mr. C. i r t l edge  in t h e  nex t  few y e a r s  purchased a  number o f  s e c t i o n s  

1-rnrn p r i v a t e  owners, and by 1930 the  R r e r v s t ~ r  County t a x  r o l l  

-;bows t h < i t  h e  owned and was l n y i n g  t h e  t a x e s  on twen ty - s ix  sec -  

f i o n s  o f  lLind i n  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  county.08 Due t o  t h e  

: - c i c : t  I-hat 111 o f  t h ~ s c  sect? ons o f  l a n d  were school  l a n d s ,  t h e y  

\:.isre .il t c r n a t c  sc.c tior-is, nciii): o f  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  s e c t i o n s  be- 

i o~;qcd t o  p r  iv ' i te  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  rnnny o f  whom w e r e  a b s e n t e e  l a n d h o l d e r #  

t o  J ; K,:bisc;n t o  Wayne R.  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  J anuary  
2 ;  . l1-ld1 

v8  itrc ~vstc.r County Tax Receipt  f o r  1930, 



M r .  C a r t l e d g e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  l e a s e  c o n t r a c t s  wi th  many o f  t h e s e  

non- res iden t  h o l d e r s  and t h u s  was a b l e  t o  e n c l o s e  h i s  p r o p e r t i e s  

w i t h i n  a  w e l l - c o n s t r u c t e d  fence .  F ive  o f  t h e  owned s e c t i o n s  

were a t  some d i s t a n c e  from t h e  major p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  h o l d i n g s  and 

t h u s  were n o t  e n c l o s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  f enced  ranch,  I n  1941 M r .  C a r t -  

l e d g e  made t h e  fo l lowing  s t a t ement  r c l a t i v e  t o  t h e  r anch :  

I n  t h e  ranch wc own t w e n t y - s i x  s e c t i o n s  t o t a l i n g  
17,742 a c r e s ,  Also ,  l y i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  ranch a r e  
26 a d d i t i o n a l  s e c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by 
o u r  twen ty - s ix  .... Bes ides  t h e s e  52 s e c t i o n s ,  
a  ne ighbor  owns f o u r  s e c t i o n s  l y i n g  w i t h i n  
our  ranch.  Th i s  l a n d  a l t e r n a t e s  wi th  f i v e  
o t h e r  sec t ions . . . .Al l  o f  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i n g  
land.. . .All i n c l u d e d  t h e r e  a r e  s ix ty -one  
s e c t i o n s  i n s i d e  t h e  ranch.69 

While l a n d  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  r anch ing ,  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  any 

ranching endeavor i s ,  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  de termined by many o t h e r  

phases  of  ranch management, P o s s i b l y  one of t h e  most impor tan t  

o f  t h e s e  h a s  t o  do w i t h  t h e  p roper  s t o c k i n g  o f  t h e  l a n d  a s  i t  i.s 

acquired .  Even though t h e  major p a r t  of t h e  ranch was n o t  f e n c e d  

and ready  f o r  l a r g e - s c a l e  s t o c k i n g  u n t i l  about  1930, M r .  C a r t l e d g e  

began a  program o f  buying q u a l i t y  h e i f e r s  and r e g i s t e r e d  b u l l s  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  1920s. 70 During t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s  he c o n t i n u e d  

69. Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  Harry Weaver ( l e t t e r ) ,  January  
21, 1941. 

70. J i m  Anderson t o  Wayne R.  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  March 
5, 1927;  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  T. C. Taylor  ( l e t t e r ) ,  Ju ly  1 3 ,  
1932, 



t o  add t o  a  smal l  h e r d  o f  w e l l - b r e d  cows a  number o f  common range 

cows, which he  b r e d  t o  h i g h  g rade  o r  r e g i s t e r e d  b u l l s ,  A f t e r  t h e  

ranch was fenced ,  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  h e  purchased l a r g e  numbers 

o f  two- t o  t h r e e - y e a r - o l d  steers a s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  h i s  p a s t u r e  

would j u s t i f y O 7 '  By 1932 t h e  C a r t l e d g e  h e r d  o f  cows had grown 

t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  C a r t l e d g e  then  branded some two hundred c a l v e s .  
7 :  

This  l e v e l  o f  p roduc t ion  was main ta ined  f o r  most o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

i y e a r s ,  excep t  d u r i n g  a  few o f  t h e  d rou th  y e a r s  when it was nec-  

I 
! e s s a r y  t o  reduce  and even t o  s h i p  a l l  o f  t h e  s t e e r s  and many of 

t h e  o l d e r  cows and c a l v e s  t o  g r a s s  p a s t u r e s  i n  Kansas i n  o r d e r  

t o  g e t  them i n  shape  f o r  t h e  market.  
73 

The La Harmonia farm and t h e  open range  enab led  M r .  C a r t -  

l edge  t o  b e g i n  t h e  program o f  b u i l d i n g  up t h e  h e r d  o f  l i v e s t o c k ,  

I t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  engage i n  a  f u l l - s c a l e  proqram o f  p ro -  
! 

d u c t i o n ,  however, u n t i l  t h e  ranch was p r o p e r l y  fenced.  The f e n c i n i  

o f  the r anch  proved t o  be  a major under tak ing  and r e q u i r e d  much 

t ime,  a t t e n t i o n ,  and a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o u t l a y  of funds,  A f t e r  more 

71, Wayne R, C a r t l e d g e  t o  W. N. Gourley ( l e t t e r ) ,  March 
5 ,  1930;  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  T. C. Taylor  ( l e t t e r ) ,  January 
7, 1931; W, B. N i t c h e l l  t o  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  March 27, 
1'136, 

I 72. Wayne R. C a r t l e d g c  t o  Eugene C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  Febru- 
a r y  20, 1933. 

77. C, R, Dean, DeGraff, Kansas, t o  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  
( 1 . r ~ t t ~ ~ r )  , May 14,  1933, 



than  a  yea r  o f  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  problems involved,  

i n c l u d i n g  such t h i n g s  a s  t h e  p roper  l o c a t i o n  o f  f e n c e s ,  t h e  c o s t  

o f  p o s t s ,  n e t  w i r e  f e n c i n g ,  and l a b o r  f o r  b u i l d i n g  t h e  f e n c e ,  by 

l a t e  summer o f  1930, i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ,  Wayne C a r t l e d g e  re- 

p o r t e d  t h a t  he was comple t ing  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of s i x t e e n  m i l e s  of  

f e n c e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  two hundred d o l l a r s  p e r  m i l e .  By t h e  t i m e  

t h e  job  of f e n c e  b u i l d i n g  was completed t h e r e  were some twenty-  

f i v e  m i l e s  o f  48- inch n e t  w i r e  f e n c e s  w i t h  one s t r a n d  o f  ba rbed  

w i r e  a l o n g  t h e  t o p ,  and a l l  p o s t s  were h igh-grade  c e d a r  from t h e  

famous h i l l  c o u n t r y  of C e n t r a l  Texas. 
7 5 

A ranch i n  t h e  semi -a r id  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  Big Bend o f  Texas 

would be  o f  l i t t l e  v a l u e  wi thou t  a  supp ly  o f  good water .  Much 

o f  t h e  wa te r  problem was t aken  c a r e  o f  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

s e c t i o n s  o f  school  l a n d  which M r .  C a r t l e d g e  a c q u i r e d ;  on s i x  o f  

t h e  s e c t i o n s  and w e l l - d i s t r i b u t e d  were s i x  permanent s p r i n g s  

which p rov ided  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  good water .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  d r i l l e d  t h r e e  w e l l s  and from t h e s e  he  ex tended  

s i x  m i l e s  o f  p i p e l h e  p rov id ing  a d d i t i o n a l  wa te r ing  p l a c e s ,  A 

c o n c r e t e  darn was c o n s t r u c t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  canyon, and i n  a n o t h e r  

a r e a  t h e r e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s u r f a c e  t a n k  w i t h  an  e a r t h e n  dam, 

These combined f a c i l i t i e s  p rov ided  a  minimum o f  f o u r t e e n  water -  

i n g  p l a c e s  a t  a l l  t i m e s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  which made o f  t h e  ranch an  

exceed ing ly  we l l -wa te red  p l a c e  f o r  any t y p e  o f  l i v e s t o c k ,  7 6 

75. Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  C. C. Dabney ( l e t t e r ) ,  Decem- 
b e r  3 ,  1938; Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  J. H. Murray ( l e t t e r ) ,  
September 2 3 ,  1931. 

76. Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  C. C. Dabney ( l e t t e r ) ,  D e c e m -  
b ~ r  3 1938- Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  t o  Harry Weaver ( l e t t e r ) ,  Jan- 
. ~r 21, 1 9 4 1 ~  
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By t h e  t i m e  t h e  C a r t l e d g e  r a n c h  was i n  f u l l  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  

r o a d s  i n t o  t h e  Big  Bend h a d  been  c o n s i d e r a b l y  improved,  and  w i t h  

t h e  development  o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  t r u c k s  t h e  problem o f  t r a n s -  

p o r t a t i o n  o f  l i v e s t o c k  t o  a n d  from t h e  r a n c h  was no  l o n g e r  a 

s e r i o u s  i s s u e .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  however,  t h e  problem o f  marke t -  

i n g  h i s  l i v e s t o c k  posed  someth ing  o f  a  problem due  t o  t h e  l o n g  

d i s t a n c e s  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  and  t h e  i n f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  made i n t o  

t h e  remote  a r e a  b y  a g e n t s  of t h e  more r e p u t a b l e  l i v e s t o c k  mar- 

k e t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  O f t e n t i m e s  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  s h i p  c a t t l e  

t o  E l  Paso ,  Texas ,  F o r t  Worth,  Texas ,  o r  Kansas  C i t y ,  M i s s o u r i ,  

77 
a?d t h e r e  a w a i t  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  b i d s  from p o t e n t i a l  b u y e r s ,  

T h i s  o f t e n  c a u s e d  d e l a y  a n d  t h u s  l o s s  o f  w e i g h t  t o  t h e  c a t t l e  

~ i n d  a t  t i m e s  comple t e  l o s s  due t o  t h e  d e a t h  o f  some o f  t h e  c a t t l e ,  

Even when d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  marke t  and  s o l d ,  t h e  p r i c e  was o f t e n  

v e r y  low, a n d  s o  l i t t l e  p r o f i t  w a s  l e f t  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c e r ,  Low 

p r i c e s  r anged  from $2 .75  t o  $4.50 p e r  hundredweight ,  
7 8 

77. Pey ton  Pack ing  Company t o  Wayne R. C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  
Elny 7, 1931 ;  La Harmonia t o  Rex I v e y  ( l e t t e r ) ,  June  11, 1937;  
Dngget t -Keen,  Commission Company, t o  Eugene C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r s ) ,  
?.Ir~y 19 ,  1438 ,  and  J u n c  3, lc)38; L i v e s t o c k  Marke t ing  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
F o r t  Worth, Texas ,  t o  Eugene C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  June  3, 1938;  
Jnmcs D. Farmer,  Commission Company, F o r t  Worth, Texas ,  t o  Wayne 
R, C a r t l e d g e  (letter), Oc tobe r  2 ,  1939, 

7d .  J a n e s  D. Farmer t o  Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  Octo-  
br,r  3 ,  1 9 3 0 ;  D,lggett-Keen, Commission Company, t o  Eugene C a r t -  
l ~ r i g c .  ( l c t t c r s ) ,  M,iy 1 9 ,  1338 ,  and  J u n e  3,  1938,  



Losses  from low pr i - ces  were n o t  t h e  o n l y  l o s s e s  which a  

ranchman i n  t h e  Big Bend c o u n t r y  had t o  f a c e .  P r e d a t o r y  an imals  

which o f t e n  descended from t h e  nearby Chisos  Mountains were a  

c o n s t a n t  source  o f  l o s s  t o  t h e  ranchman, e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  

c a l v i n g  season o f  t h e  yea r .  Some o f  t h e  p r e d a t o r y  an imals ,  such 

as  t h e  mountain l i o n ,  o f t e n  a t t a c k e d  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  k i l l e d  f u l l -  

grown an imals  on t h e  range. This  s i t u a t i o n  demanded a  c o n s t a n t  

e f f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r ancher  t o  keep down t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

t h e  p r e d a t o r y  an imals  by a  governmental  s u b s i d i z e d  system o f  

t r a p p i n g .  With t h e  development o f  t h e  Big Bend Park  by t h e  S t a t e  

o f  Texas, which was subsequen t ly  t a k e n  over  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park  

S e r v i c e ,  a l l  t r a p p i n g  o f  wi ld  an imals  i n  t h e  Pa rk  a r e a  was d i s -  

con t inued ,  and  t h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p r e d a t o r y  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  and i n  t u r n  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  l o s s e s  o f  l i v e s t o c k  

t o  t h e  r anchers .  
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Losses  from p r e d a t o r y  an imals  w e r e  no t  t h e  on ly  l o s s e s  s u f f e r e d  

by t h e  r a n c h e r s  l i v i n g  nea r  t h e  Rio Grande, a s  t h e r e  were f r e -  

q - ~ e n t  n i g h t  and,  a t  t imes ,  even daytime v i s i t o r s  from sou th  o f  

t h e  r i v e r ,  and s a i d  v i s i t o r s  o f t e n  managed t o  d r i v e  a  few l i v e -  

s t o c k  t o  t h e  sou th  s i d e  o f  t h e  Rio Grande. The s i t u a t i o n  be- 

came s o  bad d u r i n g  t h e  mid-1930s t h a t  a  detachment of t h e  United 

S t a t e s  Coas t  Guard was s e n t  i n t o  t h e  Big Bend coun t ry  t o  p r o t e c t  

79, Homer Wilson t o  Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  [ n o d . ]  



t h e  b o r d e r  r anches  from r a i d i n g  and c a t t l e  s t e a l i n g  from t h e  

n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of ~ e x i c o ,  For t h e  most p a r t ,  however, M r .  Ca r t -  

l(.dge was a b l e  t o  rc.duce t h e  danger o f  l o s s e s  from s t e a l i n g  by 

e f f e c t i v e l y  m a i n t a i n i n g  a v e r y  good and f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  most o f  t h e  Mexican-Americans on t h e  Texas s i d e  o f  t h e  Rio 

Grande, and a l s o  t h e  imnedi;tte Mexican p o p u l a t i o n  o f  S a n t a  Elena ,  

Chihuahua, Mexico, j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  from t h e  Cas to lon  a r e a .  

On a t  l e a s t  t w o  o c c a s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  M r .  C a r t -  

l e d g e  main ta ined  t h e  ranch i n  t h e  Rig Bend a r e a ,  s e r i o u s  d rou th  

c o n d i t i o n s  proved expens ive  t o  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s .  During t h e  f i r s t  

1,eriod o f  1932-1933, he met t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  by sh ipp ing  n o s t  of  

h i s  l i v e s t o c k  t o  p a s t u r e  i n  Kansas, Then i n  1934 t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s  Government came t o  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  d r o u t h - s t r i c k e n  South- 

west by  p a s s i n g  emergency l e g i s l a t i o n  known a s  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

12djustment A c t ,  approved May 1 2 ,  1933, Under t h i s  a c t  t h e r e  

developed an emergency c a t t l e  purchase  program which enab led  

t h e  r.,nc:ll,icr t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  poor and o l d e r  c a t t l e  o f  t h e i r  

r~\nqes a n d  t h u s  p r o t e c t  t h e  bad ly  d e p l e t e d  ranges  f o r  t h e  younqer 

atrd s t r o n g e r  l i v e s t o c k ,  [Jnder t h i s  program f o r  t h e  year  1934 

t h e  Government contlcmnc~d ;\ntl d c s t r o y c d  ninety- two head o f  C a r t -  

Lcdl~t. 1 i v e s t o c k  a n d  rompcnsatc3d him i n  t h e  amount o f  $1,823.00, 8 1 

I .  I-1omc.r Wilson t o  Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  J anuary  
30, 1(13:!: Horzr , i rd E, P e r r y  t o  Wayne R. C a r t l c d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  Ju ly  
l o ,  1935; W,~;nc K O  C a r t l c d g e  t o  Howard E. P e r r y  ( l e t t e r ) ,  J u l y  
11, 11135- 

1 Grnc5t  G ibbrns ,  Tri-County Agent, t o  Wayne R. C a r t -  
ledc~e ( l t t t e r ) ,  J u l y  11, 1'134: Uni ted  S t a t e s  Department o f  



A mrch more e f f e c t i v e  and a  longer  l a s t i n g  t y p e  o f  governmental 

a s s i s t a n c e  came i n  t h e  Farm Ranch Management Program, a l s o  

under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Adjustment Admin i s t r a t ion .  

B a s i c a l l y  t h i s  was a  program o f  s o i l  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  which had as  

i t s  purpose  t h e  long- term improvement o f  t h e  g r a z i n g  c a p a c i t y  of  

t h e  l and .  The program prov ided  f o r  governmental compensation 

f o r  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  approved programs o f  range b u i l d i n g  i m -  

provements which t h e  r ancher  c a r r i e d  o u t  dur ing  t h e  yea r .  The 

l i s t  o f  range  b u i l d i n g  p r a c t i c e s  i n c l u d e d  such t h i n g s  a s  removal 

o f  h a r  - f u l  p l a n t s ;  b u i l d i n g  o f  new f e n c e s  which would enabl P I hc3 

rancher  t o  g i v e  p o r t i o n s  o f  h i s  range r e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  p a r t  of 

each y e z r ;  t h e  d r i l l i n g  o f  new w e l l s  t o  improve and g i v e  b e t t e r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  wa te r  supp ly ;  t h e  l a y i n g  o f  p i p e l i n e s  t o  

a i d  i n  water  d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s p r e a d e r  dams, 

which would h e l p  t o  conse rve  t h e  r a i n f a l l ;  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

s u r f a c e  t a n k s  w i t h  e a r t h e n  dams, and a l s o  header  dams o f  c o n c r e t e  

o r  s t o n e  f o r  s t o r a g e  o f  water  i n  mountainous canyons;  and t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of d e f e r r e d  g r a z i n g  p r a c t i c e s .  82 From 1937 t o  1941 

C a r t l e d g e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h i s  program and p u t  up a  number o f  

a d d i t i o n a l  m i l e s  of new f e n c e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  number o f  s p r e a d e r  

A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Vouchers Nos. 74-189-A90 and 74-189-A345, August 
21, 1934, and December 31, 1934, 

82 ,  E r n e s t  Gibbons t o  Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r s ) ,  March 
1, 1937, A p r i l  5 ,  1937, and A p r i l  17 ,  1~437. 



dams, d r i l l e d  two new w e l l s ,  developed f o u r  d i r t  t a n k s ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  

one s t o n e  header  a c r o s s  a canyon, and p l a c e d  25 p e r  c e n t  of  h i s  

l a n d  i n  t h e  d e f e r r e d  g r a z i n g  program. 83 Thi s  program d i d  a 

g r e a t  d e a l  t o  improve t h e  C a r t l e d g e  ranch,  and was an impor tan t  

f a c t o r  i n  conse rv ing  t h e  s o i l  o f  t h e  a r e a  and i n  r e s t o r i n g  i t  t o  

much o f  i t s  p o s s i b l e  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  However, t h i s  program was 

m a t e r i a l l y  s lowed down w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Big Bend 

P a r k  and t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  and i n s e c u r i t y  which came t o  

t h e  r a n c h e r s  o f  t h e  a r e a  w i t h i n  t h e  proposed boundar ies  o f  t h e  

Park. 

T h i s  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  due t o  t h e  Big Bend Park  movement, began 

i n  t h e  m i d - t h i r t i e s  and reached i t s  c l imax i n  t h e  e a r l y  f o r t i e s  

a s  t h e  Texas S t a t e  P a r k s  Board engaged i n  t h e  program o f  purchase  

of t h e  l a n d  f o r  t h e  Pa rk  purposes ,  An a c t  o f  t h e  Texas Leg- 

i s l a t u r e  o f  J u l y  3, 1941, a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds  and a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  

S t a t e  P a r k s  Board t o  purchase  pr iva te ly-owned l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  

I'roposed P a r k  a r e a .  Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  on August 11, 1941, t h e  

Eig Bend Land Department o f  t h e  Pa rks  Board was o rgan ized ,  and 

on September 1, 1941, h e a d q u a r t e r s  were opened i n  Alp ine  w i t h  

F r a n k  D. Quinn a s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ;  E. E. Townsend, Assoc ia te  

83, E r n e s t  Gibbens t o  Eugene C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  A p r i l  22 ,  
1q38: W. W, Crawford t o  Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  May 11, 1938; 
Winnip V ,  Hunt, S e c r e t a r y ,  Brewster  County A.G,A. O f f i c e ,  t o  
Eilgenc C a r t 1  edge ( l e t t e r ) ,  A p r i l  3, 1940. 



Adminis t ra tor ;  Eugene Thompson, Chief Appraiser ;  and Robert L. 

Car t ledge ,  Auditor. In  add i t i on  t o  t he se  major o f f i c i a l s  t h e r e  

was a  corps  of a i d e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  who proceeded r a p i d l y  with 

t h e  program o r  t a s k  o f  acqui r ing  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  privately-owned 

l ands  o f  t h e  area .  Many o f  t h e  land  owners were r e l u c t a n t  t o  

sel l  o r  otherwise  g ive  up possess ion o f  t h e i r  land. They were 

not so much opposed t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  and development o f  a  Park i n  

t h e  a r e a ,  bu t  r a t h e r  they had come t o  be very much devoted t o  

t h e  land  f o r  which they had s t rugg led  and s a c r i f i c e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

years  o f  t h e  development of t h e  i s o l a t e d  region.  Then, t h e r e  

were those,  l i k e  Wayne R. Car t ledge,  who f e l t  t h a t  t h e  appra i sed  

va lue  of  t h e i r  l and  was too low. 84 

During the se  years  o f  i n s t a b i l i t y  and unce r t a in ty  M r .  Car t -  

ledge made many e f f o r t s  t o  dispose of t h e  Castolon proper ty ,  

both farm and ranch,  and t o  acqu i r e  ranch p r o p e r t i e s  i n  some 

a r e a  of Texas o r  New Mexico where t h e r e  was l e s s  danger o f  being 

removed from h i s  l and  due t o  pub l i c  demand f o r  t h e  a rea .  85 

84. E. E, Townsend (unpublished m a t e r i a l s )  ; Jack Whitehead 
t o  Eugene Cart ledge ( l e t t e r ) ,  May 24, 1940. 

85. L. E. Tennison t o  Wayne R. Car t ledge  ( l e t t e r ) ,  Febru- 
a r y  14,  1936; Wayne R. Car t ledge  t o  Federal  Farm Loan Bank ( l e t t e r ) ,  
May 21, 1937; Wayne Car t ledge  t o  E. N o  Regua ( l e t t e r ) ,  May 21, 
1937; Wayne R. Car t ledge t o  John F. Al l i son  ( l e t t e r ) ,  March 13, 
1940; Eugene Car t ledge  t o  Harry Weaver ( l e t t e r ) ,  January 21, 
1941. 



As ri r e s u l t  c f  h i s  c f i o z t s ,  latc i n  1937 he  purchased and l e a s e d  a  

ranch i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  P r e s i d i o  County c o n s i s t i n g  o f  some 

s i x t y  s e c t i o n s  o f  l a n d ,  86 Therc . i t e r ,  w i t h  two widely  s e p a r a t e d  

p r o p e r t i c s  t o  manage, t h e  Cas to lon  h o l d i n g s  s u f f e r e d  from more 

o r  l e s s  n e g l e c t ,  

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE B I G  BEND NATIONAL PARK 

In  t h e  meantime, t h e  Big Bend P,irk movement i n  Texas had 

111 tdc cons i  d e r a b l c  progress, w h  i l c  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h c  Uni ted  

S t ' i t c s  Conqress ,  a s  e;irly as 1935, had t aken  u p  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

~f t h c  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  c r e a t i o n  and e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  na-  

I i on ' i l  p .~ rk  i n  t h e  Bi9  Bend c o ~ l n t r y  o f  Texas, On March 1, 1935, 

idcr i t ic<xl  h i l l s  were i n t r o d u c e d  i n  b o t h  Houses o f  Congress by 

' .+ .natnrs  Shcppnrd : ~ r l r l  Conna l l  y  and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Thomason t o  

1 . s t a b l i s h  the B i g  Bend N n t i o n a l  P<irk, such e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t o  

.,come L f f e c t l v e  when 1.tnds of t h a t  a r e a  were deeded t o  t h e  

1 .1  1, < t i  -1,~,:1-i1mtnt Or1 J ~ i n e  .10, 1935,  t h e  b i l l  became effective. 

q. 1 n ~ t r . 1 1 t  ~11 C I I  ti?$, . icqui ~i t i n i l  of- a l l  p r i v a t e l y  owned l a n d s  

1 .  , 2 7 : i l ~ '  dc - ig l i<i tcd  ~r 1 .  ,,A by the  Stcitc o f  Texas,  and t h e  

. . 
, Px, - , s~c!  I.(? i:ci':l;tl; T:I:( 11cc.~ipt  f o r  1.0'37; Wayne R. Cart- 

: .  <f , - : . - ,  ?;<: !,;', 1,. :., ;> :. YT!. (1-i.t ter),  December 31, 1937. 



dz l ive r ; .  c , i  .tiieic. ~ ' ~ n d . ;  t o  t h r  Govc.rnmi-nt os t h e  l h i t e d  S t a t e s .  

The larrtl purch-isc. ytrl~rjram w a s  comp1ett.d i n  hurjkst of 1942 and  

or, Scptenlber 5 ,  1d4'3, Governor Coke S tcvcnson  01- t h e  S t a t e  o i  

Texas prcst>ntcd 'i ciccd t o  i h c  l d r ~ d s  ~ v i  t k l n  t h ~  R i g  Bend P a r k  t<i 

M, R ,  T i l l o t ~ o n ,  R c , g i o r ~ , i ?  D i r c ~ c t o r ,  Region Thrtbc, o f  t h c  Na t iona l  

P i i r k  S c ~ r v i c e ,  SdnZ'r F c ,  Kc\w blc.xi8 0 .  T h ;  s p r ~ ~ s c ~ n t a i i o n  cc.rernc,ny 

w ~ s  h e l d  on the cnmpus of Sul Ross S t c i t e  Collcdge, and  a s  such 

was fitting tr ibute  t o  t h c  Hon~)rablc. E,  E, Tow~zscnd and  H. W ,  

Morelock,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  S u l  Ross S t a t c  Col le r je ,  Each o f  t h e s e  

mcn hLid ;i l a r g e  s h i r e  i n  thtx l o n g  f i g h t  t o  makc. t h e  B i g  Bend 

N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a  r e . i l i l y O H 7  O f f i c i a l l y ,  however,  i t  was n o t  

u n t i l  June  1 2 ,  1944,  t h a t  t h e  I3ig E3c?nd P a r k  was e s t a r > l i s h e d  

by a I q ) r o p r i a t c  a c t i o n  b y  the. Govcrnmcnt of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

Fo l lowing  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  Big  Bend N a t i o n a l  Pa rk ,  

t h e  C a r t l e d g e  rar lching ,ict i v i t i e s  w e r e  g r a d u a l l y  and  m a t e r i a l l y  

r educed  due t o  t h c  f,lct t t i ' i t  t h e  a l t e r n a t c  s e c t i o n s  which had 

been  l e a s e d  dnd f e n c e d  w i t h i n  t h ~  r anch  were  now P a r k  p r o p e r t y ,  

For  number of  y e a r s  a f t e r  1944, M r ,  C a r t l e d g e  was permi t tc ld ,  

b y  s i g n e d  agreement  w i t h  t h e  Nat ional  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  t o  r u n  a 

t o t a l  o f  n o t  more t h a n  t h r e e  hundred  head  o f  l i v e s t o c k  w i t h i n  

t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  fo rmer  p a s t u r e ,  I n  1954 t h e  permit w a s  reduced  

87. C l i f f o r d  B ,  Casey,  " B i g  Bend N a t i o n a l  P a r k , "  West 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l  and  S c i e n t i f i c  S o c i e t y  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  Number 
13 ( J u n e  1 9 4 8 ) ,  36-40 .  



t o  two hundred head,  and a g a i n  in 1955 it was f u r t h e r  reducc,d 

t o  one hundred head,  wi th  p l a n s  t o  reduce  t h e  number of l i v p s t o c k  

t o  b e  p e r m i t t e d  on t h e  C a r t l e d g e  non-farm l a n d s  t o  o n l y  f i f t y  

head i n  1956, With t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  p l a c e d  on h i s  ranching 

a c t i v i t i e s ,  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  f i n a l l y  came t o  t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

Pa rk  S e r v i c e ,  and on January  28, 1957, a  deed was s i g n e d  t r a n s -  

f e r r i n g  t h e  C a r t l e d g e  Cas to lon  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

Governrnt?nt. The terms of  t h c  f i n a l  s a l e  agreement p rov ided  

t h a t  t h e  C a r t l e d g e s  would b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  u s e  t h c  s t o r e  and f i v e  

hundred a c r e s  o f  t h e  farm l a n d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  thrc.e y e a r s ,  w i t h  

a n  ~ i d d i t i o n a l  s i x  months w i t h i n  which t o  g a t h e r  a l l  c r o p s  and 

t o  rcmove p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t i e s  from t h e  premises ,  T h i s  p e r i o d  

of t i r n < >  c n t k d  i n  February of 1961, and a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  N a t i o n a l  

Park  S e r v i c e  assumed f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  

Park Concess ions ,  I n c , ,  t ook  over  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Cas to lon  

p I i i th  t h i s  t h e r e  c~ime t h e  end o f  t h e  farming,  ranching 

. L I  Lri 5 t c . r lS  c ~ ~ ) ~ l r a t i n g  act i v i  t i e s  of La Harmonia Company which hrid 

t.i~~lctionc.:l i n  t h ~  lower Big Bend a r e a  f o r  more t h a n  f o r t y  ye'lrs.  

OTHER ACTIVITIES I N  THE AREA 

Tblcl-P 1v:is t h ~ r  :ict i v i  t y  which should  b e  mentioned r e -  

l:t t- i y , c L  t o  t h e  Ld,i I-fnrmonia and C a r t l e d g e  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  Big 

------ 

8 B-ri.rvstt:r County Deed Records, Vol. 132,  131-132, 

9 R o l ' i n r l  R i c h a r t ,  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  Requirements:  Biq Bend 
V,i t ionnl  Park, Texas ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  5 .  ------ 



Bend country .  The a r e a  was long a f a v o r i t e  hun t ing  p l a c e  f o r  

many o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  sportsmen o f  t h e  s t a t e .  During most o f  

t h e  f o r t y  o r  s o  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  C a r t l e d g e s  l i v e d  and o p e r a t e d - i n  

t h e  a r e a ,  t h e y  extended free hun t ing  p r i v i l e g e s  t o  t h e i r  many 

f r i e n d s  and b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  a s  i s  evidenced by t h e  many 

l e t t e r s  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  from such i n d i v i d u a l s .  But i n  o r  about  

1935 t h e y  i n a u g u r a t e d  a system o f  a  commercial t y p e  h u n t i n g  p r e -  

se rve .  Under p r o v i s i o n s  o f  an a c t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

F o r t y - f i f t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a  s h o o t i n g  p r e s e r v e  l i c e n s e  was r e q u i r e d  

t o  o p e r a t e  such a p r e s e r v e ;  t h a s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  fo l lowed,  

Eugene C a r t l e d g e ,  t h e  j u n i o r  p a r t n e r  o f  C a r t l e d g e  and Son, 

assumed d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e r v e  and r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  Game, F i s h ,  

and  Oys te r  Commission f o r  what became known a s  t h e  Mule Ear 

Ranch Hunting P r e s e r v e ,  The p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  a c t  r e q u i r e d  

t h e  o p e r a t o r  t o  keep c a r e f u l  r e c o r d s  and pay t o  t h e  Commission 

1 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  fees charged  f o r  h u n t i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  on t h e  

p rese rve .  The law f u r t h e r  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t o r  must pur -  

c h a s e  a shoo t ing  p r e s e r v e  l i c e n s e  each yea r  t h a t  he  o p e r a t e d  

such a p rese rve .  90 From t h e  r e c o r d s  it seems t h a t  t h e  yea r  1942 

was t h e  b e s t  yea r  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v e ,  w i t h  a t o t a l  of t h i r t y -  

seven h u n t e r s .  The f e e  f o r  h u n t i n g  was $25.00 p e r  pe r son  p l u s  

an  a d d i t i o n a l  fee o f  $1.50 p e r  day f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  a  h o r s e ;  most 

h u n t e r s  used h o r s e s ,  a s  o f t e n t i m e s  they  covered  many m i l e s  

90. Mule Ear Shoot ing  P r e s e r v e  Record Books, 1937-1942. 
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duri l lg a  day o f  hunxing. A l i t t  Le mathemat i c a l  c a l c u l a t j  cn 

w i l l  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  p r e s e r v e  was a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  source  

n f  income t o  t h e  ranch.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Cas to lon  s t o r e  p r o f i t e d  

from s a l e s  to  t h e  h u n t e r s ,  

And f i n a l l y ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  development of t h e  La Harmonia 

f r o n t i e r  t r a d i n g  p o s t  t h e  management bccami~ i n t e r e s t e d  and a t -  

tcmpt<.d t o  e s t a b l i s h  th(.mselvcs a s  a  " s e l l i n g  ngcncy" i n  smal l  

l o - i s  as well as i n  c a r l o a d  l o t s  i o r  thr. e f f e c t i v e  market ing  o i  

C ~ i n d c l i  l l a  wax, which was produccd c x t c n s i v c l y  i n  n o r t h e r n  Mex- 

i c o  and i n  t h p  Big Bend Country of Texas, 91 A t  t h e  same t ime ,  

La EIarmonia sought  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  s u i p h u r i c  

a c i d ,  which was used i n  cons i -derable  q u a n t i t i e s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  

of c x t r n c t  i ng t h e  w a x  from t h e  C a n d e l i l l a  p l a n t s ,  92 Before  t h e  

cnd o f  1922 La Hnrmoni,~ had a c q u i r e d  and tvns seeking t o  d i s p o s e  

~f a  .;hipmc.nt o f  t e n  thousand pounds o f  C a n d e l i l l a  wax a t  30d 

~ ' c r   pound, F,O.I3, c a r s ,  Alpine ,  Texas, 93 The fo l lowing  q u o t e  

. ~ j ) p c ~ ; t r ~ d  i n  n l e t t e r  frtm 1,a Hc~1-monia t o  t h e  Chicago Varnish  

91. Wayne R .  C,trtlcdgc-'  t o  1,i.e Hnrr ing ton  ( l e t t e r ) ,  Jan- 
~ i r y  - 3 ,  1022;  Wnyrlr. 17. C;irtlcdrje t o  El. R. La th rop  Kc Company, 
\icrc York C i t y ,  Inyli r t , > r s  ,incl Zxrjrj? t o r s  o f  Drugs, Seeds,  Wax, and  
('hc,in ic#ils ( let1,c.r) , Septc.mhc.r I:?, 1922. 

? Tc:x.ia r:hr 111 i c a l  Comp,iny, Houston, Texas,  t o  La Har- 
~ t ,n j , i  C~,nlp:iny ( I  . t t c > r ) ,  O c t o t ~ c r  31, 1922. 

9 3, 'driynr R .  C a r t l e d g e  o  H. I?. La th rop  e( Company ( l e t t e r ) ,  
ilccc-ml1t.r Le, 13-1.?: Iv"iyne R, C a r t l c d ~ l e  t o  Char les  L, Huisking 
So ,ip:iny ( L (  + or ) , Dec~~1~::jc-.r IL,  1022. 



Company i n  January  o f  1923: 

W e  a r e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  wax producing 
d i s t r i c t  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  and would l i k e  
t o  h e l p  some o f  our  cus tomers  who run wax 
f a c t o r i e s  save  some o f  t h e  commission 
charged by b r o k e r s ,  I n  o r d e r  t o  do s o  we 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  we have t o  s e l l  a  l i t t l e  
under t h e  New York market.  T h i s  w e  can do 
and a l s o  can g i v e  prompt sh ipments  a t  a l l  
t imes  i n  any q u a n t i t y  from 100 t o  4000 
pounds, Can a l s o  accumulate and forward 
i n  c a r l o t s  i f  necessa ry ,  

bluch o f  t h e  wax which La Harmonia s o l d  t o  b r o k e r s ,  and t o  

p a i n t  and v a r n i s h  companies was produced i n  Mexico, I t  a p p e a r s  

t h a t  most o f  t h e  Mexican wax f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  nea r  t h e  Rio Grandc 

and t h u s  t h e  most a c c e s s i b l e  market was by way o f  La Harmonia 

and on t o  t h e  s h i p p i n g  p o i n t  a t  Alpine ,  Texas. B y  1935 a l l  of 

t h e  wax f a c t o r i e s  on t h e  Texas s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  had c l o s e d  

down and f o r  a lmos t  twenty y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  most o f  t h e  wax 

handled  by La Harmonia came from t h e  Mexican s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  94 

During t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  wax p roduc t ion ,  La Harmonia 

d e r i v e d  income from s a l e s  of g e n e r a l  merchandise a s  w e l l  a s  

from t h e  commission from t h e  s a l e  o f  wax t o  b r o k e r s  and l a r g e  

companies which used  t h e  wax i n  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i e s ,  A s  a n  example, 

t h e  monthly s t a t ement  o f  t h e  Mex Tex Wax Company, S i e r r a  Chino,  

Texas,  f o r  January  1923 was $856.00, a l l  o f  which was purchased 

94, Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  t o  Argyle  Campbell ( l e t t e r ) ,  
February 17, 1935. 



from La Harmonia Company, Doubt l e s s  t h i s  was me  of t h c  ld r<~c>r  

o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  95 

The f u l l  s t o r y  o f  how I a r , c  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  Mexican wax have 

c r o s s e d  t h e  R i o  Grandc 'xnd subsequen t ly  have brew s o l d  t o  markets  

i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  would f i l l  many volumes if a l l  t h e  f a c t s  

were a v a i l a b l e  and c o u l d  b e  pub l i shed .  By Mexican law t h e r e  i s  

a LOO per c ~ n t  e x p o r t  d u t y  on  most p r o d u c t s  uf t h e  s o i l  produced 

i n  t h e  Republ ic  o f  Mexico, T h i s  du ty  a p p l i e s  t o  C a n d e l i l l a  wax. 

Consecluentl y  t h e  many smal l  p roducers  i n  n o r t h e r n  Mexico who 

have l i t t l e  ch'xnce o f  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  i n  Mexico have long 

r e s o r t e d  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  smuggling t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o r d e r  i n t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  o r ,  t o  b e  more 

s p e c i f i c ,  i n t o  Texas, where i t  i s  i n  t u r n  a c q u i r e d  l e g a l l y  by 

cvax dc~r i lc~rs  ;ind b rokers .  Thc l aws  o f  t h e  l l n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r o v i d e  

t h a t  Lin incoming vessi.1 which f i n d s  i t  impossibl  c o r  inconven ien t  

t o  p a s s  through a p o r t  o f  e n t r y  may d i s g o r g e  o r  unload i t s  ca rqo  

' i t  ,i-i;r pl'icc?, p rov ided  i t  is immediately t aken  t o  a  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

C u . , t o n ~ ~  IIousc,  wh~ ' r t>  i t  i s 1 ) r o p ~ ' r l y  checked and t h e r e b y  l e g a l l y  

L ) ( , c - o ~ ? r > \  ITn-ited St.itr . ,  cioods, and t h e r e a f t e r  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

1 1 , i ~ i  1 r (  gul  <tt iolis  2s 1 llough i t  .vcre produced i n  t h e  CJn i t e d  S t ; i t e s ,  

C o : ~ 3 1 y , 1 8 ~ n t l y ,  1)y rlc.c.ting t h i s  t c c h n i c a l i t y  o f  t h e  laws o f  t h e  

012 t r i  'it'it r %s, I,,\ N n r , n c ~ r l i , ~  con t  illucd t o  hand le  thousand o f  

' I  , ~ s  Lcx l;,lx (Z,n~pany in  account  w i t h  La Harmonia Company 

i t  J i . J\inu,iry 2", 1923,, 



pounds o f  Mexican Cande l i - l l a  wax w e l l  i n t o  t h e  1960s. " About 

t h i s  t i - m e ,  however, t h e  Mexican a u t h o r i t i e s  beqan t o  pu t  more 

and morp p r e s s u r e  or, t h e  smugglers.  In  a  l e t t e r  o f  October 22,  

1951, Robert  L. C a r t l e d g e  made t h e  fo l lowing  comment: 

It  seems t h a t  t h e  wax b u s i n e s s  h a s  blown 
up, About a l l  t h ~  wax WP a r e  g e t t i n g  
i s  smal l  b a t c h e s  from 100 pounds down. 

I t  seems, t h a t  t h e y  a r e  unab le  t o  g e t  
by F ~ r ~ s t a l c s  wi th  any l a r g e  ba tches .67  

Ic s p i t e  o f  t h i s  r a t h e r  p e s s i m i s t i c  ou t look ,  from t h e  l a s t  

months o f  1941 r i g h t  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  wax h a s  con t inued  

t o  c r o s s  t h e  borde r .  A s  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park Ser -  

v i c e  w i l l  a t t e s t ,  many i l l e g a l  o p e r a t i o n s  have been uncovered 

and d e s t r o y e d  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Park S e r v i c e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  major canyons o f  t h e  Rio Grande, 

96. Robert  L. C a r t l e d q e  t o  Eugene C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r ) ,  
February  5 ,  1952, 

97, Robert  L. C a r t l e d g e  t o  Eugene C a r t l e d g e  ( l e t t e r s ) ,  
October 22 ,  1951, and A p r i l  7 ,  1952. 



CHAPTER V I  

Thp l a n d  o f  t h e  lower  Big Bend o f  t h e  Rio Grande i n  which 

C a s t o l o n  i s  l o c a t e d  p r e s e n t s  a  v a r i e d  p i c t u r e  t o  t h e  v i s i t o r  i n  

t h e  P a r k  a r e a ,  I n  t i m e s  gone by i t  has  been  a  submerged s e a  bed ,  

~i sw'impy marsh l a n d ,  a  t r o p i c , i l  f o r e s t ,  t h e  s cene  o f  g r e a t  v o l -  

ciirlic a c t i v i t y ,  a l a n d  v i s i t e d  by g r e a t  f o r c e s  o f  e r o s i o n ,  and ,  

f i n n l l y ,  a s e m i - a r i d  o r a z i n g  l a n d ,  C a s t o l o n  i s  s i t u a t e d  on an  

Old  G r a v e l  d e p o s i t  o f  t h e  E a r l y  Miocene pc>r iod ,  which was l e f t  

by e r o s i v e  a c t i o n  o f  a n  e a r l y  p e r i o d  o f  de fo rma t ion  i n  t h e  area. 

T h i s  O l d  Gravel  d c p o s i t  h a s  been  c u t  by  e r o s i o n  o f  much more 

rccc>l~t  o r i g i n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f a u l t i n g  a n d  mountain-forming a c t i o n  

t o  the> n o r t h  a n d  n o r t h e a s t  u n t i l  i t  g i v e s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  b e i n g  a 

.+ri  ~ s  of r o l l  i ng  h i l l s  o v c r l o o k i n g  t h e  more r e c e n t  a l l u v i  a1 i l o o d -  

j : i - t  i 1 c j f  t he  R i c )  Grandc. T h i  !i somewhat d r a b ,  e l e v a t e d ,  g r a v e l l y  

;,l,.--,i i ln x.vh i c . 1 1  C;i; t o l o n  i s l o c a t e d  i s  i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r a s t  t o  

tllc llrccll r i bbon  o f  t k i ~  winding s n a k e - l i k e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  Rio  

I ;r:incle <is i t  5 t r e t ~ h c ' s  from v4c.s-t t o  c a s t  immedia te ly  t o  t h e  s o u t h  

, : 1 1 , i h c ~ w i ~ ; e  there, i., c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r a s t  i n  t h e  low 

r r , l  ! ,lil cjr<ivi\.l h i l  1 s ,\nd thc pict1trcsclur  panoramic v iew p r e s e n t e d  

b ~ 7  : , ; ~ r r , i  P 2 r : c ~ > ~  Sant;i Helena Canyon, Plesa d e  Angu i l a ,  C a s t o l o n  



Peak, Mule Ears ,  the  Chisos  Mountains, and t h e  M a r i s c a l  Mountains,  

T h i s  combination o f  a n c i e n t  g e o l o g i c a l  f o r m a t i o n s ,  f a u l t i n g ,  

mquntain-forming, r e s u l t a n t s  from e r o s i o n ,  and t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  

e f f e c t s  o f  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  elevation, g i v e s  t o  C a s t o l o n  and 

i t s  immediate e n v i r o n s  t h ~  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  s e m i - d e s e r t ,  a 

l a n d  o f  s e m i - t r o p i c a l  v e g e t d t i o n ,  and d high mountainous e x p a n s t ,  

a l l  i n  one a r c a ,  

T h i s  a t t r a c t i v e ,  remote, and,  i n  some ways, d e s o l a t e  l a n d  

h a s  long been t h e  h a b i t a t  o f  man a s  i s  evidenced by t h ~  remains 

o f  e a r l y  man found i n  t h e  d ry  s h e l t e r  caves ,  Then i n  more r c -  

c e n t  t imes  i t  h a s  been t h e  scene  o f  t h e  v i s i t s  o f  t h e  w a r l i k e  

Apaches and Comanches a s  t h e y  fo l lowed  t h e  famous Comanche T r a i l  

on t h e i r  r a i d s  i n t o  n o r t h e r n  Mexico. T h i s  p e r i o d  o f  r a i d i n g  

d e s t r u c t i o n  was fo l lowed  by a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  o f  depopu la t ion  of  

t h e  r e g i o n  due t o  f e a r  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  r a i d i n g  p a r t i e s  

o f  t h e  Apaches and Comanches. Not u n t i l  t h e  w a r l i k e  I n d i a n s  

were subdued and under e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  d i d  man i n  any con- 

s i d e r a b l e  numbers r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Big Bend o f  t h e  Rio Grande. 

Toward t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  

o f  t h e  troublesome I n d i a n s  on r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  ranchmen, mining 

p r o s p e c t o r s ,  and Mexican-American f a r m e r s  a g a i n  began t o  e n t e r  

t h e  Big Bend c o u n t r y  o f  Texas. D r ,  Robert  T. H i l l ,  i n  h i s  r e -  

p o r t  o f  h i s  famous f l o a t  t r i p  down t h e  Rio Grandc i n  1899, made 

no mc.ntion of ; ir~l~orle l i v i n g  i n  t h c  v a l l e y  o f  t l l r .  r i v e r  between 

San ta  Helena and M a r i s c a l  Canyons, However, by 1901 C i p r i a n o  



Hernandez and h i s  f a m i l y  were l i v i n g  on t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  o f  sect iron 

14,  Block 16  o f  G o  H, & S. A. Ry, Co. l a n d ,  which was l a t e r  t o  

become t h e  La Harmonia farm, Within t h e  nex t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  more 

than  twenty f a m i l i e s  o f  Mexican-Americans had come i n t o  t h ~  a r e a  

a long  t h e  v a l l e y s  o f  T ~ r l i n g u a  Creek,  Alamo Creek,  Blue Creek,  

and t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  Rio Grande, occupying many o f  

t h e  mart. f a v ~ r ~ t b l e  s e c t j o n s  o f  t h e  famous Block 1 6 ,  which by t h i s  

t ime had been recovcrcd  by t h e  S f  cite from t h e  Galves ton,  H a r r i s b u r g ,  

,ind Snn Antonio Railway Company, d e s i g n a t e d  a s  school  l a n d s ,  and 

made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s a l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

Within l c s s  t h a n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  Anglo-Americans, 

Clyde R u t t r i l l ,  came i n  and purchased t h e  h o l d i n g s  o f  C i p r i a n o  

Hernandez ,tnd Pat  r i c i o  Marques, M r ,  R u t t r i l l ,  w i th  t h e  a s s i s t -  

ance  o f  ,I  d i r t  c o n t r a c t o r ,  .Tames L ,  S u b l c t t ,  e n l a r g e d  and  l e v e l e d  

t h e  i , l r m  and p u t  i t  under i r r i g a t i o n ,  A f t e r  1919, t h i s  r eg ion  

was taken c:ver by Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  and then became t h ~  c e n t e r  

;S t h r  . ~ c t  i v i t  i c s  of t i>< ,  La t-Iarrnonia f r o n t i e r  t r a d i n g  p o s t  and 

far  PI of t h ~  P r r r y - C ~ r t l c . d a ~  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  which con t inued  t o  

opcr. l tc.  u n t i l  t h e  'ir~-.a w a s  taken over  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Pa rk  Ser -  

-~iccb 1 0 f ~ l .  

Jr, ,tddj t t u n  t o  i>pcrat in<l  ~'rie La Harmonia t r a d i n g  p o s t  and 

farm, b ! r ,  C , i r i  l rrr'idunlly a c q u i r c d  g r a z i n g  l a n d s  and deve l -  

o,;,<.d C L  r-o:~sitic.r lblc canching ' i c t i v i t y  a long  t h e  southwestern  

1-c ;o  t i l j  l i ~  0 7  1.1:~ C h i  50s >Ic)untains, ex tend ing  sou th  t o  t h e  Rio 

Grnrlr!c. i n  $,:. v; 2 :nl t y  of  Cas to lon,  A s  a  s i d e l i n e  t o  t h e  



r anch ing  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  C a r t l e d g e s  developed what t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  

Mule Ear Shoot ing  F r e s e r v e ,  which a t t r a c t e d  many o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d -  

ing  sportsmen o f  t h e  s t a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  mule dee r  season each yedr.  

S ince  most o f  t h c  workmen a t  t h e  Ch i sos  q u i c k s i l v e r  mine 

spoke Span i sh ,  M r .  C a r t l e d g e ,  who had worked t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  h i s  

e n t r y  l n t o  t h e  farm and ranch bus inc_ss  i n  t h e  S'inta Helena-Castolon 

a r e a ,  became unusua l ly  f l u e n t  i n  t h e  use  o f  t h e  Spanish  language.  

T h i s  dccomplishmcnt proved t o  b e  a v a l u a b l e  a s s e t  i n  h i s  b u s i n e s s  

on t h e  La Harmonia farm, where a l l  o f  h i s  employees were Mexicnn- 

Americans, f e w  o f  whom c o u l d  speak E n g l i s h ,  and a l s o  i n  t h e  La  

Harmonia b o r d e r  t r a d i n g  p o s t ,  s i n c e  much o f  h i s  t r a d e  was wi th  

Mexican c i t i z e n s  from south  o f  t h e  Rio Grande, many of whom came 

f o r  more t h a n  one hundred m i l e s  from t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  Mexico t o  

s e l l  f u r s ,  h i d e s ,  and o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e i r  farms and ranches  

and t o  purchase  needed s u p p l i e s .  Many o f  t h e s e  peop le  from 

Mexico depended upon Cas to lon  f o r  t h e i r  p o s t a l  s e r v i c e  a s  t h e r e  

was no Mexican p o s t a l  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  f a r  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  Chihuahua and Coahuila.  These c l o s e  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  

t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  n o r t h e r n  Mexico d i d  much t o  reduce  t h e  f r i c t i o n  

and i l l - w i l l  which o f t e n  e x i s t e d  a long  t h e  Uni ted  Sta tes-Mexico 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary. Of ten t imes  M r .  C a r t l e d g e ,  through h i s  

f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  b e t t e r - c l a s s  Mexicans, was 

a b l e ,  because  o f  p r i o r  knowledge ga ined  froLn t h e s e  c o n t a c t s ,  

t o  a v e r t  o r  s e t t l e  t r o u b l e d  s i t u a t i o n s  which developed such 

a s  c a t t l e  s t e a l i n g  and minor c r imes  committed by i n d i v i d u a l s  

on bo th  s i d e s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary. Also ,  h i s  e f f e c t i v e  



use  o f  t h e  Span i sh  language t ended  t o  make M r .  Ca r t l edge  

"Fa the r  Confessor"  o f  many o f  t h e  Mexican-Americans on b o t h  s ides 

of t h e  Rio Grande. I n  t h i s  r c s r )ec t ,  he  was o f t e n  a b l e  t o  g i v e  

a s s i s t a n c e  i n  s o l v i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l  and f a m i l y  problems o f  t h e  

Spanish-speaking peop le  of t h e  Big Bend country .  

Almost h a l f  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  from 1919 t o  1961, d u r i n g  which 

t i m e  C a r t l e d g e  l i v e d  and o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  Cas to lon  a r e a ,  t h e r e  

cxi s t e d  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  t e n s  ion ,  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  and u n c e r t a i n t y  

;11 h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  ;ind o p e r a t i o n s  due t o  a  number o f  c a u s e s :  p c r -  

sona l  i l l n e s s  o f  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  because  o f  low b lood  p r e s s u r e  dnd 

o t h e r  compl ica t ions  from about  1935 t o  1945; i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

T ~ x a s  S t a t e  P a r k s  Board and C a r t l e d g e  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

p r i c e  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  h i s  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  Pa rk  

purposf ' s ;  nntl 'In e x t e n s i v e  e f f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  M r .  C a r t l e d g e  

t o  d i s p o s e  o f  h i s  l a n d  and t o  a c q u i r e  ranch ho ld ings  elsewhere.  

The ld t tcr  was p robab ly  t h e  major c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  t o  t h e  

3cclir:t. # , f  t h ~ .  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  .ill of  t h e  La Harmonia enterprises 

o i  the L a s t o l o n  a r e < \  from t h ~  e a r l y  1940s u n t i l  t h e  f i n a l  

\li %?,05i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v i c e  i n  

Fcbru,iry o f  1961, 

The r c r n o t c n ~ ~ s s  o f  t h e  a r e a  from any c e n t e r s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

,xs w.211 , i s  thc r>l.?,ler :mr l  poor mcans of communication and t r a n s -  

p o r t 2  t l n n  tcndc-.{l t o  in'ikc. of the  peop le  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Cas to lon  

JLCL* 1 J ~ - l f - . , i ~ i ~ i c i ~ ~ n t  commurlity and t h u s  r e s u l t  i n  a  minimum 

numbor  o i  con tc tc t s  w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  world, Consec~uent ly ,  a f t e r  



Also,  T e r l i n g u a  p rov ided  a s o c i a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  o u t l e t  f o r  

f e s t i v e  o c c a s i o n s ,  such a s  "Cinco d e  Mayo." 

The c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  mines i n  t h e  e a r l y  1940s c o r r e s p o n d s  

c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  f o u r t h  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  

lower Big Bend coun t ry - - the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Big Bend Nat ional  

Park. With t h e  g radua l  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e l y  owned l a n d  

t o  t h e  S t a t e  P a r k s  Board and t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  mines, most of 

t h e  Mexican-American f a m i l i e s ,  who r e p r e s e n t e d  more than 95 per  

c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  were f o r c e d  t o  move ou t  of t h e  a r e a  and 

t o  l o c a t e  e lsewhere .  With t h e s e  Mexican-Ameri can f a m i l i e s  gone 

from t h e  Big  Bend, t h e  Cas to lon  a r e a  c o u l d  never b e  what it was 

p r i o r  t o  t h e  1940s. 





CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 

The purpose o f  t h i s  paper i s  two-fold; f i r s t ,  t o  g ive  a 

genera l  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  development of ranching i n  t h e  Big Bend 

Country of  Texas; and second, t o  p r e sen t  a somewhat d e t a i l e d  

account o f  t h e  o r i g i n  and development o f  t h e  Oak Canyon-Blue 

Creek Ranch which belonged t o  Homer M. Wilson a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  

incep t ion  and subsequent development o f  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

and development o f  a park i n  t h e  Big Bend o f  Texas. 

The ranching indus t ry  developed late i n  t h e  Big Bend due t o  

a number of  f a c t o r s .  F i r s t ,  from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s tandpoin t ,  t h e  

a r e a  was considered t o  be  a p a r t  o f  New Mexico r a t h e r  than  t h e  

f r o n t i e r  province of Texas during t h e  pe r iod  of  Spanish and Mex- 

ican  cont ro l .  Second, even a f t e r  t h e  independence of  Texas, Mex- 

i c o  claimed possess ion of  t h e  region u n t i l  a f t e r  t he  c l o s e  of  t h e  

war between t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  and Mexico, 1846-1848. In  t h e  

t h i r d  p lace ,  t h e  g r e a t  d i s t ance  from t h e  c e n t e r s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

and m i l i t a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and t h e  ex tens ive  r a i d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  

of t h e  Comanches and Apaches a c r o s s  t h e  Big Bend i n t o  Mexico 

discouraged most s e t t l e r s  from coming i n t o  t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

coming of  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  i n  1882. 



I n  t h e  meantime, however, P r e s i d i o  County was o f f i c i a l l y  

organized i n  1875. Soon t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  companies and 

p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  holding l a n d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  l a n d  wi th in  t h e  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  county e n t e r e d  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  wi th  surveyors  

t o  l o c a t e  and survey l ands  l o c a t e d  there in .  This  a c t i v i t y  d i s -  

c l o s e d  t h e  ex t ens ive  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  ranching i n  t h e  v a s t  un- 

occupied s t r e t c h e s  of  t h e  Big Bend where t h e r e  w e r e  thousands of 

a c r e s  o f  v i r g i n  grass lands ,  Except f o r  t h e  l a r g e  he rds  of s t o l e n  

ho r se s  and c a t t l e  t h a t  t h e  r a i d i n g  Ind ians  had d r iven  a c r o s s  t h e  

Big Bend country ,  few, i f  any, domesticated l i v e s t o c k  had ever 

grazed the re .  For hundreds o f  yea r s  t h e  v a l l e y s  and h i l l s  o f  

t h e  a r e a  had escaped t h e  eroding in f luences  of  occupation by t h e  

whi te  man, Consequently, t h e  g r a s s  was e x c e l l e n t  and t h e  land  

was w e l l  watered by streams and running spr ings .  Thus i t  was 

a t t r a c t i v e  a s  t h e  l a s t  "open range" f o r  t h e  development o f  ranch- 

ing  wi th in  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas. Subsequent s e c t i o n s  o r  chap te r s  

o f  t h i s  paper s h a l l  be  devoted t o  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  more important 

developments which made t h e  Big Bend count ry  t h e  l a s t  ou tpos t  o f  

l a r g e  s c a l e  ranching i n  Texas, 



CHAPTER I1 

THE LAND AND ITS CHARACTERISTICS 

THE GEOLOGY OF THE AREA 

The Homer Wilson country,  known a s  t h e  Oak Canyon-Blue Creek 

Ranch, included wi th in  i t s  l i m i t s  t h e  Boot Spr ings  Canyon a r e a ,  

and a l l  of t h e  two main water drainage b a s i n s  o f  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  

o f  t h e  Chisos Mountains. I t  extended t o  t h e  west and southwest 

t o  i nc lude  much o f  Burro Mesa, t h e  sou th  s i d e  of  Tule  Mountain, 

K i t  and Goat Mountains, and t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  wi th  t h e i r  r e l a t e d  

c r eeks ,  draws, a r royos  and t h e  t a l u s  pediments ad j acen t  t o  t h e  

Chisos  Mountains and the  major h i l l s  of t h e  region.  Geological ly ,  

t h e  ranch i s  dominated by some fou r  major c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  F i r s t ,  

t h e  i n t r u s i v e  and e x t r u s i v e  igneous bodies  o f  Vernon Bai ley  Peak, 

Ward Mountain, t h e  South R i m ,  t h e  c a p  of  Burro Mesa, Tule Moun- 

t a i n ,  K i t  Mountain, Goat Mountain, Trap Mountain, and many d i k e s  

and s p i r e s  have been l e f t  s tanding  a s  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  e ros ion  have 

c a r r i e d  away t h e  weaker Cretaceous and o the r  s o f t e r  formation 

of  t h e  area .  Second, t h e  Burro Mesa F a u l t  l i n e  extends a c r o s s  

t h e  e n t i r e  ranch from t h e  northwest t o  t h e  sou theas t  a long t h e  

e a s t  s i d e  of Burro Mesa and on t o  t h e  southeast .  Third ,  t h e  

crumpled Chisos Formation, and t h e  Old Gravel beds  with  g rave l s ,  

cobbles  and boulders  of a wide v a r i e t y  of  Paleozoic ,  Cretaceous,  



and T e r t i a r y  rocks  accumulated dur ing t h e  Miocene and l a t e r  

age,' I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he se  major geo log ica l  f e a t u r e s  which a r e  

e a s i l y  seen from most any p a r t  o f  t h e  Wilson Ranch, one may, i f  

he d e s i r e s ,  go i n t o  t h e  many deeply c u t  canyons and draws and 

examine many more of t h e  s p e c i f i c  format ions  t o  be  found i n  t h e  

immediate a r ea .  

J u s t  a s  t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  

geology and t h e  topography o f  t h e  land,  t h e r e  i s  l i kewi se  a wide 

v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  type  and cha rac t e r  o f  t h e  s o i l s  wi th in  t h e  area .  

Along t h e  v a l l e y  ad jacen t  t o  Boot Canyon, i n  t h e  heav i ly  f a r e s t e d  

a r e a s ,  t h e r e  i s  a deep s o i l  r i c h  i n  humus der ived  from c e n t u r i e s  

of decaying vege tab le  m a t e r i a l s  from t h e  pine,  aspen,  maple, 

Douglas f i r ,  Arizona cypress ,  and t h e  many g ra s se s  and weeds 

along t h i s  we l l  watered va l l ey ,  The s teep-wal led canyons and 

t h e  near  perpendicular  w a l l s  o f  t he  major peaks and c l i f f s  have 

l i t t l e  s o i l .  The pediments o f  t h e  higher  mountains and mesas 

slope toward t h e  drainage channels  which c a r r y  l a r g e  boulders  

and coa r se  g r a v e l s ,  Near t h e  base  of  t h e  peaks and mesas t h e  

t e x t u r e  of t h e  s o i l  g radua l ly  becomes f i n e r  a s  by shee t  f looding.  

Many of t h e  rounded o r  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  a r e  we l l  covered with a 

f i n e  s i l t y  g r ave l  and sand which provides  good s o i l s  f o r  vege t a t i on  

of  t h e  a rea ,  The ground-cover s o i l  v a r i e s  i n  th ickness  from 

I. Ross A, Maxwell and J, W. D ie t r i ch ,  "Geology of  t h e  
B i g  Bend Area, " West Texas Geoloqical  Soc ie ty ,  Pub l i ca t  ion  
NQ. 65-51, (October 1965), 118-123. 



l i t t l e  o r  nothing on t h e  s teep-wal led canyons t o  a s  much a s  150 

f e e t  t h i c k  a long some o f  t h e  o l d  f i l l s  o f  t h e  ou t ly ing  a r ea s .  2  

CLIMATE AND VEGETATION 

R a i n f a l l  i n  t h e  Wilson Ranch p o r t i o n  of  Big Bend Park v a r i e s  

from e i g h t  t o  t e n  inches  i n  t h e  lower e l e v a t i o n s  t o  f i f t e e n  o r  

more i n  t h e  higher  mountains. Most of t h e  r a i n  comes dur ing t h e  

summer o r  growing months of  t h e  year and thus  t h e  g r a s s e s  and 

o t h e r  vege ta t ion  de r ive  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  b e n e f i t  from t h e  

l i m i t e d  amount of r a i n f a l l .  Most o f  t h e  ranch is above t h e  3000 

f o o t  e l eva t ion  and does not exper ience t h e  one hundred degree 

p l u s  temperatures  o f  t h e  lower e l e v a t i o n s  along t h e  Rio Grande. 

Summer n i g h t s  i n  t h e  d e s e r t - l i k e  atmosphere a r e  always cool  and 

windy due t o  t h e  r ap id  cool ing of  t h e  l and  a r e a s  a f t e r  sunset .  

Winters a r e ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  mild wi th  l i t t l e  f r o s t  except  

i n  t h e  higher  e l e v a t i o n s  of t h e  Chisos Mountains. 
3 

The g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e l eva t ion ,  wi th  i nc rea sed  humidity 

a s  one goes upward, wi th in  Big Bend Park have r e s u l t e d  i n  a  con- 

d i t i o n  which has  l e d  t h e  b o t a n i s t s  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  park  i n t o  f i v e  

p l a n t  o r  vege t a t i on  zones: 

1. Rio Grande Flood P l a i n  Zone, t h e  immediate f l o o d  p l a i n  
of t h e  r i v e r ,  

2. Ross A. Maxwell e t  a l , ,  Geoloqy o f  t h e  Big Bend Nat ional  
Park, 19-22. 

3. Ib id . ,  9. 



2. Deser t  Scrub Zone, e l e v a t i o n s  up t o  2500 f e e t  away from 
t h e  f l ood  p l a i n ,  

3. Desert Grassland Zone, e l e v a t i o n s  from 2500 t o  4000 feet. 

4. Pinyon-Juniper-Oak Woodland Zone, e l e v a t i o n s  from 4000 
t o  7000 f e e t ,  

5. Ponderosa Pine-Douglas f i r  Fores t  Zone, e l e v a t i o n s  above 
7000 f e e t ,  

Most of t he  Wilson Ranch i s  above t h e  2500 f o o t  e l eva t ion  

and t h u s  comes wi th in  t h e  t h r e e  more favorab le  p l a n t  zones. The 

g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  acreage f a l l s  wi thin  t h e  2500 t o  4000 f o o t  

l e v e l ,  o r  t h e  Deser t  Grassland Zone. The rest of  t h e  ranch comes 

wi th in  t h e  two upper zones, which a r e  more favorab le  f o r  ranching 

purposes than t h e  two lower zones. I n  t he se  t h r e e  more favorab le  

p l a n t  zones t h e r e  a r e  many bean and f r u i t  bear ing  bushes,  shrubs 

and t r e e s :  Mesquite, Screwbean o r  T o r n i l l a ,  Mescal Bean, Texas 

Persimmon, A l g e r i t a ,  va r ious  t ypes  of  f r u i t  bear ing c a c t i ,  hack- 

be r ry ,  and o t h e r s ,  In add i t i on ,  t h e r e  i s  t o  be found much sot01 

and more than e igh ty  spec i e s  o f  g r a s s ,  t h e  most important o f  which 

a r e  t h e  va r ious  types  of gramma g ra s s ,  Chinco and Burro grass .  

Also, during t he  per iods  of most r a i n f a l l  t h e r e  a r e  t o  be found 

many weeds and flowering p l a n t s  along t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  and t h e  

f l a t s  o f  t h e  major drainage systemse4 

4. Walter L, Ammon, West Texas Geological  Society ,  Publ i -  
c a t i o n  No. 65-51, (October, 1965), 172-176, 



ADAF'TABILITY OF THE AREA TO RANCHING 

The f avo rab l e  combination o f  high e l eva t ion ,  mild c l ima te ,  

l i m i t e d  r a i n f a l l  a t  proper time, good s o i l ,  a reasonable  growth 

o f  bean and f r u i t  bear ing  bushes, shrubs  and t r e e s ,  many va r -  

i e t i e s  o f  food va luab le  cac tus ,  s o t o l ,  and t h e  many s p e c i e s  of 

g r a s s  t o  be  found growing wi th in  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  Wilson Ranch, 

made it one of  t h e  more favorab le  ranching s i t e s  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  

Big Bend Country. Thus i t  i s  not s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  ranchmen 

competing t o  acqu i r e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a r e a  a s  an i d e a l  p l ace  t o  

g raze  t h e i r  herds. In  t h e  fol lowing pages w e  s h a l l  t r a c e  t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  va r ious  ope ra to r s  along t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  

Chisos Mountains, 



CHAPTER I11 

EARLY OWNERS O F  THE LAND 

JOHN T, GANO AND ASSOCIATES 

Richard  Montgomery Gano, a n a t i v e  o f  Bourbon County, Ken- 

tucky,  b rough t  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  Texas i n  a covered  wagon i n  1859. 

H e  r a i s e d  h o r s e s  and c a t t l e  i n  T a r r a n t  County, Texas, and s e r v e d  

a s  a f r o n t i e r  s o l d i e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  Ind ians .  I n  1860 and 1861 he 

r e p r e s e n t e d  T a r r a n t  County i n  t h e  Texas L e g i s l a t u r e .  With t h e  

o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War h e  o rgan ized  two companies o f  Texas 

c a v a l r y ,  T h i s  group came t o  be known as Gano l s  Squadron and 

j o i n e d  t h e  c a v a l r y  f o r c e s  o f  Genera l  John H. Morgan. Gano s e r v e d  

wi th  t h i s  group f o r  f i f t e e n  months, r i s i n g  t o  t h e  r ank  o f  b r i g -  

a d i e r - g e n e r a l .  A f t e r  t h e  war, he moved w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  Kentucky. However, i n  1866 he  r e t u r n e d  t o  Texas where 

h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  Church i n  which 

c a p a c i t y  he  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  D a l l a s ,  Texas, a r e a  f o r  many years .  

Genera l  Gano had n i n e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  l i v e d  t o  m a t u r i t y .  O f  t h e s e  

t h e r e  w e r e  two sons ,  C la rence  W. and John T, Gano, who were t o  

have an  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  l a n d  and ranch ing  development o f  

P r e s i d i o  and B r e w s t e r  Count ies .  1 

1, I-Iandbook o f  Texas, 669-670, 



t 

A s  e a r l y  a s  1879, John T. Gano, a  young surveyor,  i s  l i s t e d  
I 
i 
I 

a s  a  deputy surveyor f o r  P r e s i d i o  County, Texas, where he d i d  

ex tens ive  work i n  surveying and l o c a t i n g  l and  f o r  l and  s c r i p t  

holders .  A t  va r ious  t imes dur ing t h e  nex t  s i x  yea r s  he  i s  found 

a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  surveying team of  E. M. Powell and E. Lo Gage. 

Also, from time t o  time he d i d  work i n  conjunct ion with  S. A. 

Thompson. A l l  o f  t he se  men worked o u t  o f  Ft .  Davis dur ing t h e  

pe r iod  t h a t  Ft. Davis was t h e  county s e a t  o f  P r e s i d i o  County, and 

p r i o r  t o  removal of t h e  county s e a t  t o  Marfa, Texas, and t h e  sub- 

sequent c r e a t i o n  of fou r  a d d i t i o n a l  coun t i e s  from t h e  a r e a  o r i -  

g i n a l l y  embraced wi th in  P r e s i d i o  County. The fou r  new c o u n t i e s  

were Brewster, Buchel, Foley and Jeff Davis Counties.  
2 

It appears ,  from county records ,  t h a t  t h e  surveying p a r t i e s  

rece ived  land  s c r i p t  i n  payment f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  i n  most ins tances .  

The usual  compensation was one h a l f  o f  t h e  l and  l o c a t e d  and su r -  

veyed. Powell and Gage e s t a b l i s h e d  an o f f i c e  i n  Da l l a s  l i s t i n g  

themselves a s  "Land S c r i p t  Locator and Dealers  i n  Texas Land," 

M r .  E. Lo Gage purchased much of t h e  land which was h e l d  i n  

p a r t n e r s h i p  and thus  augmented h i s  growing ranching i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e  Big Bend Country. Af te r  about 1887 t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  was 

broken and Powell cont inued t o  ope ra t e  wi th  o f f i c e s  a t  1007 Main 

S t r e e t ,  Dal las ,  Texas. 3 

2. P r e s i d i o  County Commissioners' Court Record Book, No. 1, 
160-214. 

3. E. M. Powell t o  S. A. Thompson, February 21, 1888, 



During t h e  same t ime, John T, Gano and h i s  b ro the r ,  Clarence 

W. Gano, e s t a b l i s h e d  a bus ines s  with headquar ters  a t  1101 Elm 

S t r e e t ,  Dal las ,  Texas, under t h e  t i t l e  Gano Bros, ,  "Dealers i n  

Real E s t a t e  and Livestock." I n  add i t i on ,  they organized a 

ranching a c t i v i t y  under t h e  name, The Estado Land and C a t t l e  

Company, and used t h e i r  accumulated holdings  i n  Brewster County, 

Texas, f o r  t h i s  l a r g e  s c a l e  "open range" ranching en t e rp r i s e .  

The company owned something over f i f t y - f i v e  thousand a c r e s  of 

l and  i n  southern Brewster County. Most of t h e  land was l oca t ed  

i n  Block G4, and G 4  was adopted a s  t h e  brand of t h e  company's 

i 
l i v e s t o c k ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  l and  owned by t h e  company, they 

l ea sed  o r  o therwise  c o n t r o l l e d  a wel l  watered b lock  of  l and  

extending from Agua F r i o  Mountain on t h e  no r th  t o  t h e  Rio Grande 

on t h e  south,  and from The S o l i t a r i o  on t h e  west t o  t h e  Chisos 

Mountains on t h e  e a s t ,  A t  t h e  time of t he  es tabl ishment  o f  The 

Estado Land and C a t t l e  Company not  a s i n g l e  person l i v e d  wi th in  

t h e  a r e a  and t h e r e  was not  one head of  c a t t l e  grazing on t h e  

land,  Thus it was t r u l y  v i r g i n  c a t t l e  country,  4 

Captain James B. G i l l e t t ,  an ex-Texas Ranger)was s e l e c t e d  

b y  t h e  Ganos t o  manage t h e  ranch f o r  t h e  company, By t h e  l a t e  

summer of 1885 t h e  Ganos had purchased t h r e e  s epa ra t e  c a t t l e  

herds  of  two thousand each, Thus, wi th in  a few months more than 

4, James G. G i l l e t t ,  "The Old G-4 Ranch," Voice of  t h e  
Mexican Bcrder, (October 1933) ,  82. 



s i x  thousand head of c a t t l e  were brought  i n t o  t h e  v i r g i n  g r a z i n g  

l and ,  A s  a  means of c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  c a t t l e  and t o  p r e v e n t  them 

from d r i f t i n g  beyond t h e  g e n e r a l  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  one l i n e  

camp was e s t a b l i s h e d  n e a r  Agua F r i o ,  which i s  some e i g h t e e n  m i l e s  

n o r t h  o f  Ter l ingua ,  A second l i n e  camp was set up a t  t h e  mouth 

.-)k T e r l i n g u a  Creek  n e a r  S a n t a  Elena  Canyon, Cap ta in  G i l l e t t  

p i t c h e d  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  camp a t  what t h e y  then  c a l l e d  Chi sos  

S l ~ r i n g s  (Oak S p r i n g  o r  Oak Canyon), j u s t  w e s t  o f  t h e  Chisos .  The 

t h r e e  camps were some t h i r t y  o r  more m i l e s  a p a r t  and Cap ta in  

G i l l e t t ,  w i t h  o n l y  t e n  cowboys, had t h e  t a s k  o f  keeping t h e  c a t t l e  

w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a .  They had l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  a s  t h e  g r a s s  was good, 

t h e r e  was p l e n t y  o f  w a t e r ,  and t h e  weather  w a s  r a r e l y  bad enough 

t o  c a u s e  c a t t l e  t o  d r i f t  from t h e i r  normal g r a z i n g  ground. 
5 

The yea r  1886 was a  v e r y  d r y  one  and most o f  t h e  c a t t l e  men 

o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  B r e w s t e r  County s u f f e r e d  heavy 

l o s s e s  t o  t h e i r  h e r d s ,  However, n o t  a  s i n g l e  head o f  G4 c a t t l e  

d i e d  from l a c k  o f  g r a s s  o r  wa te r ,  and i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1886 t h e  

G4 crew branded some n i n e  hundred f i f t y  c a l v e s .  I n  d e s c r i b i n g  

t h e  a r e a  as it looked i n  1885, Cap ta in  G i l l e t t  s a i d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

I t  may b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h i s  ranch was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1885 t h e  T e r l i n g u a  
w a s  a b o l d  running stream, s tudded  w i t h  c o t t o n -  
wood t imber  and was a l i v e  w i t h  beaver .  A t  t h e  
mouth o f  Rough Run t h e r e  w a s  a  g rove  o f  trees, 
under t h e  shade  o f  which I have  seen  a t  l e a s t  

5, I b i d .  



one thousand head of  c a t t l e .  Today (1933) t h e r e  
i s  probably not  one t r e e  s tanding on t h e  Ter l ingua 
t h a t  was t h e r e  i n  1885. A l l  have been washed 
away . . . My cowboys l o c a t e d  s ix t een  bee  caves  
along t h e  Ter l ingua,  and forever  a f t e r ,  when a t  
work with  t h e  c a t t l e  along t h e  creek,  we were 
never without p l e n t y  of  honey.6 

The Estado Land and C a t t l e  Company d i d  wel l  under t h e  man- 

agement o f  Captain  G i l l e t t  f o r  s ix  yea r s  during which time t h e  

herd increased  from s i x  t o  t h i r t y  thousand head. The next few 

yea r s  d i d  not  go s o  wel l  f o r  t h e  company, however, and when t h e  

company was disbanded i n  1895 only about f i f t e e n  thousand head 

of c a t t l e  were rounded up from t h e  G4 ranch f o r  t h e  market. The 

Ganos s o l d  t he  remnant o f  s t r a y s  not gathered i n  t h e  roundup t o  

Doc Gourley and Pink Taylor, and i t  i s  es t imated  t h a t  they were 

a b l e  t o  c o l l e c t  and s e l l ' a n  a d d i t i o n a l  two thousand head. Then 

a f t e r  a year o r  so  Gourley and Taylor so ld  t h e  r i g h t  t o  ga ther  

a d d i t i o n a l  s t r a y s  t o  o t h e r  p a r t i e s ,  who i n  t u r n  were a b l e  t o  

roundup enough c a t t l e  t o  make a p r o f i t .  
7 

The l a r g e  s c a l e  "open range" ranching a c t i v i t y  o f  The Estado 

Land and C a t t l e  Company d i d  much t o  i nc rea se  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of 

small  ope ra to r s  i n  t h e  area .  In  t h e  meantime, however, quick- 

s i l v e r  had been discovered i n  t h e  Ter l ingua a r e a  and f o r  more 

than twenty yea r s  t he re  was l i t t l e  s t a b i l i t y  t o  ranching i n  t h e  

Bi.g Bend Country. During t h e  per iod ,  however, many of  t h e  l a r g e r  

7. I'Jid. ; E. E. Townsend, "Rangers and Indians ,  " West Texas 
H i s t o r i c a l  and S c i e n t i f i c  Society, B u l l e t i n  No. 6, (1935) ,  44-45; 
James G. G i l l e t t ,  S i x  Years with t h e  Texas Rangers, 238-239. 



ope ra to r s  i n  t h e  nor thern  p a r t  of t h e  county o f t e n  wintered 

t h e i r  herds  on t h e  open and temporar i ly  unused ranges o f  t h e  

southern p a r t  o f  Brewster County. By 1893 Martin S o l i s  had es- 

t a b l i s h e d  himself  t o  t h e  sou theas t  of t h e  Chisos a long t h e  Rio 

Grande. Soon t h e r e a f t e r  such names a s  James Dawson, T. J. (Tom) 

Miller, J. M. Ta l ley ,  "Det" Walker, Pink Taylor,  Fredr ico  B i l l a l b a ,  

Sant iago Biasa ,  J i m  Reed, W i l l i a m  Pull iam, Joseph Moss, T. D. 

McKinney, "Waddy" Burnam, N e w t  Gourley, H. G. Wigzell and many 

o t h e r s  became a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  Big Bend a s  i nd i ca t ed  by t h e  

many p lace  names s t i l l  t o  be found i n  t h e  area .  The a c t i v i t i e s  

of t he se  men and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  dur ing t h e  somewhat u n s e t t l e d  

time of  t h e  mining rush i n t o  t h e  country  d i d  a l o t  t o  make i t  

poss ib l e  f o r  a more s t a b l e  ranching a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  t h e  opening 

of t h e  twen t i e th  century.  

THE COMING OF SMALL OPERATORS 

Pr io r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  Captain  G i l l e t t  p i t ched  h i s  head- 

q u a r t e r s  camp a t  Chisos Spring,  Father  Joseph Hoban, i n  add i t i on  

t o  doing s e r v i c e  a s  a Ca tho l ic  p r i e s t  i n  t h e  Big Bend Country, 

a c t e d  a s  a deputy surveyor f o r  P r e s i d i o  County during t h e  yea r s  

1879 t o  1883. He covered most o f  t h e  southern p a r t  o f  what was 

then P r e s i d i o  County and i n  1880 he f i l e d  on and had surveyed 

s e c t i o n s  483 and 485 i n  Block G4, Sec t ion  483 i s  descr ibed  i n  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i e l d  no t e s  which were made by Thomas 0, Murphy, 

8. M r s .  Totsy Hitchcock, Unpublished Thesis ,  20-35. 



surveyor  f o x  P r e s i d i o  County, March 3, 1880, a s  i n c l u d i n g  "Ojo 

d e  Chi sos  S p r i n g s , "  105 m i l e s  sou th ,  twenty-one d e g r e e s  e a s t  from 

~ t .  Davis ,   exa as.^ A t  t h e  same t i m e  h e  f i l e d  on and had s e c t i o n  485 

surveyed. F a t h e r  Hoban h e l d  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  f o r  s p e c u l a t i v e  pur -  

p o s e s  f o r  o n l y  a  f e w  y e a r s ,  and  i n  June  o f  1882 h e  s o l d  them t o  

Thomas 0. Murphy f o r  t h e  sum o f  $500 each.  lo This  was t h e  begin-  

n i n g  o f  a  number o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  v e n t u r e s  which w e r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  

f o r  more than  t h i r t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  and t h e  ad- 

j o i n i n g  l a n d s  w e r e  a c q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  a c t u a l l y  engaging 

i n  ranching.  

A s  e a r l y  a s  J u l y  o f  1881 we f i n d  F r a n c i s  Rooney, a t  t h e  

time a  deputy  surveyor  f o r  P r e s i d i o  County, competing w i t h  Powell 

and Gage f o r  a  c o n t r a c t  t o  l o c a t e  and survey p u b l i c  School Lands 

which had been a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  coun ty  from t h e  p u b l i c  domain wi th  

t h e  county.  Powell  and Gage t u r n e d  i n  a  b i d  o f  $300 p e r  s e c t i o n ,  

o r  one  h a l f  o f  t h e  l and  surveyed.  Rooney made a  b i d  f o r  $250 o r  

4/10 o f  t h e  l a n d  surveyed,  The c o n t r a c t  was g iven  t o  Rooney :).lzd 

he  was t o  r e c e i v e  l a n d  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  4/10 o f  a l l  t h a t  he  surveyed 

f o r  t h e  coun t ry ,  l1 T h i r t y  y e a r s  la ter ,  F r a n c i s  Rooney, son o f  

9,  P r e s i d i o  County Surveyor1  s F i e l d  Notes,  Record Book 
No, 4 ,  48, 

10,  Brewster  County Deed Records, Vol. , pp. 8, 76,  

11, P r e s i d i o  County Commissioners1 Cour t  Record Book No. 1, 
160. 



t h e  e l d e r  F ranc i s  Rooney, owned and l ea sed  cons iderab le  land i n  

Brewster County and ranched i n  t h e  Nine P o i n t s  Mesa a r e a ;  during 

t h e  e a r l y  1900s he pu t  up a two-story frame house. The house 

was a Sea r s  and Roebuck p r e f a b r i c a t e d  house, which w a s  c r a t e d  

and shipped by r a i l  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  shipping po in t ,  Marathon, Texas, 

The c r a t e s  were then hauled t o  t h e  home s i t e  and put  toge ther .  

Sometime soon a f t e r  p u t t i n g  up t h i s  house M r .  Rooney took a job 

a s  foreman a t  t h e  Study But te  Qu icks i l ve r  Mine, While on t h i s  

job i n  June of 1919 he purchased sec t i ons  483 and 485 of Block 

G4 from t h e  h e i r s  of M. Frank, San Antonio, Texas, t h e  l a s t  of 

t h e  specu la to r s  t o  own these  favorab le ,  well  watered s ec t i ons .  
12 

Seemingly, i t  was M r ,  Rooneyls i n t e n t i o n  t o  make t h i s  h i s  

permanent ranch home and thus  he moved the  two-story house from 

Nine P o i n t s  and loca t ed  it along Oak Canyon j u s t  below t h e  sp r ing ,  

which by t h i s  time had come t o  b e  c a l l e d  Oak Spring,  r a t h e r  than 

Ojo de Chisos,  o r  Chisos spr ing .  l3 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  above 

mentioned sec t i ons ,  M r .  Rooney a l s o  acqui red  and had rendered 

on t h e  Brewster County Tax Rol l s  f o r  1919, s e c t i o n s  325, 29, and 

31, a l l  o f  Block G4, 

I n  s p i t e  o f  M r .  Rooney's p l ans  t o  make Oak Canyon h i s  ranch 

home, t h e  chance t o  p r o f i t  was more than he could pas s  up. 

12, B r e w s t e r  County Deed Records, Vol. 38, p. 459; Interview,  
Har r i s  S. Smith, December 28, 1966; H a r r i s  S, Smith t o  C l i f f o r d  
B, Casey, Septei-iber 6 ,  1967. 

13, Smith t o  Casey, ib id .  



Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  i n  f a c t  only about two weeks, he s o l d  s e c t i o n  

483 t o  Char les  Burnam f o r  t h e  p r i c e  of  $1500. M r ,  Burnam owned 

t h r e e  o the r  s c a t t e r e d  s e c t i o n s  i n  Block G 4  and wi th  483, o r  Oak 

Canyon, a s  headquar te rs  and t h e  use of  a  l a r g e  number of  "open 

rangeff s e c t i o n s  he ranched i n  t h e  a r e a  u n t i l  he s o l d  s e c t i o n  483 

t o  a  young unmarried man by t h e  name of H. G. Car te r .  C a r t e r  d i d  

not propose t o  ranch, b u t  r a t h e r  he was going t o  r a i s e  chickens 

and supply t h e  market a t  Alpine and Marathon. However, c o s t  of 

feed,  t h e  problems of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  over unpaved roads,  predatory 

mammals, and owls made t h e  endeavor unprof i tab le .  Af t e r  f i v e  

yea r s  of l o s s e s ,  heavy o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Marathon S t a t e  Bank, 

and h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  meet t h e  payments on t h e  no t e s  on t h e  land ,  

M r .  Ca r t e r  s o l d  s ec t i on  483 t o  H a r r i s  S .  Smith. 1 4  

In  t h e  meantime, on August 31, 1922, Franc is  Rooney had s o l d  

s e c t i o n s  29, 31, 485, and 325 Block G4 from H i i r r i s  S. Smith. 
15 

I n  t h e  yea r s  from 1922 t o  1928 M r .  Smith had acqui red  s e c t i o n s  

1, 26, 72, 74, 110, 266, 268 and t h e  483 from H. G. Ca r t e r ,  16 

Now Smith had o r  owned twelve s ec t i ons  and access  t o  more than 

twice t h a t  number of  unfenced land i n  t h e  a rea ,  A t  t h e  time 

14. Ibid .  

15, Brewster County Deed Records, Vol. 49, p. 189. 

16, Brewster County Deed Records, Vole 60, p. 621; Val. 50, 
po 81j  Vol. 67, p. 369, 



t h e r e  were about one hundred s i x t y  a c r e s  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  of 

t h e  Oak Spring Ranch house, which were fenced on two s i d e s  and bound 

by mountains on t h e  o t h e r  two s ides ,  which was used a s  a holding 

t r a p ,  Other than  t h a t ,  according t o  M r .  Smi th ' s  own s ta tement ,  t h e  

rest of  t h e  country  south of  t h e  Christmas Mountains was open from I 

"Cape Cod t o  ~ i c k o r ~  Bend," However, by June 1, 1929, when h e  s o l d  

t h e  land  t o  Homer Wilson, he had some t e n  o r  more mi les  of d r i f t  

fences  which enabled him t o  keep h i s  ho r se s  and c a t t l e  separa ted  

from t h e  l i v e s t o c k  of t h e  o the r  ope ra to r s  i n  t h e  Chisos country.17 

One o t h e r  small opera tor  i n  t h e  country  west of t h e  Chisos 

Mountains should a l s o  b e  mentioned. Sam R. Nai l  and h i s  younger 

b ro the r ,  J i m ,  moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Burro Mesa i n  

1916, The two bo r the r s ,  wi th  l i t t l e  o u t s i d e  a s s i s t a n c e ,  cons t ruc t ed  

a one-s tory adobe house following t h e  bu i ld ing  techniques  of t h e  

n a t i v e  Mexican-Americans along t h e  r i v e r ,  The house had a concre te  

f l o o r ,  a vega-and-cane c e i l i n g ,  and a cor ruga ted  metal  roof .  I n  

add i t i on ,  they  dug a w e l l ,  pu t  i n  a garden, and cons t ruc t ed  small  

holding pens f o r  a milk  cow, chickens,  and t o  ho ld  horses .  The two 

b r o t h e r s  l i v e d  t h e r e  a long f o r  two years ,  o r  u n t i l  June o f  1918 when 

Sam marr ied M i s s  Nena Burnam. They drove from t h e  Burnam p l ace  a t  

Government Spring t o  t h e  Nai l  Ranch home nea r  Burro Mesa i n  a su r r ey  

with f r i n g e  around t h e  top,  The sur rey  was pu l l ed  by two young 

mules. Here t h e  Na i l s  l i v e d ,  r ea red  a family ,  and ranched seventeen 

17. H a r r i s  So Smith t o  C l i f f o r d  B. Casey, September 6, 1967. 



s e c t i o n s  which they owned, p l u s  about an equal number of  l e a sed  o r  

otherwise  used s e c t i o n s  which were wi th in  t h e i r  fence.  The Na i l s ,  

l i k e  most o t h e r  ranch people of t h e  a r e a ,  produced much of  t h e i r  

l i v i n g  on t h e  ranch. They kept milk  cows, had chickens and hogs 

f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  food supply, and developed a garden i n  which they 

produced many types  of vege tab les ,  melons and f r u i t s .  Although l i f e  

on t h e  ranch was d i f f i c u l t  a t  t i m e s ,  on t he  whole, they loved t h e  

p lace  and whi le  they  were i n  sympathy with t h e  movement f o r  t h e  

es tabl ishment  o f  a park,  they gave up t h e i r  ranch with a cons iderab le  

18 
amount o f  r e g r e t .  

18. Interview,  M r s .  Sam R. Na i l ,  Apr i l  13, 1967. 



CHAPTER I V  

HOMER WILSON AND HIS RANCHING ACTIVITIES 

Homer Marvin Wilson, t h e  son of M r .  and Mrs. T. A. Wilson, 

D e l  Rio, Texas, was born on February 27, 1892. He rece ived  h i s  

elementary and secondary educat ion i n  t h e  D e l  Rio pub l i c  school 

and graduated from t h e  Del Rio High School. Af t e r  t he  completion 

of h i s  high school work he a t t ended  t h e  Missouri  School of Mines, 

Rol la ,  Missouri .  H e  graduated i n  1915 with a degree i n  Petroleum 

and Mining Engineering, During t h e  fol lowing two yea r s  he worked 

a s  a mining engineer i n  z inc  and l ead  mines near Jop l in ,  M i s -  

sour i .  Then with  t h e  outbreak of  World War I he e n t e r e d  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  s e rv i ce  and served i n  Europe. A t  t h e  t i m e  of h i s  d i s -  

charge on Apr i l  18, 1919, he was l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  Corps of 

Engineers. Soon a f t e r  h i s  r e l e a s e  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  he 

re turned  t o  h i s  home and engaged i n  t h e  ranching bus ines s  i n  

t h e  "Blue H i l l s 1 '  country  near Juno, Texas, i n  Val Verde County, 
1 

Ranching a c t i v i t i e s ,  however, d i d  no t  prevent M r .  Wilson 

from devoting some of h i s  time and i n t e r e s t  t o  h i s  chosen f i e l d  

of  t r a in ing .  During t h e  per iod  from 1920 t o  1929 he d i d  

1. Interview,  Homer M. Wilson Jr., September 9, 1967; 
Alpine Avalanche, J u l y  23, 1943. 



cons iderab le  s e r v i c e  a s  a petroleum engineer ing consu l t an t  f o r  

t h e  Texas Company and o t h e r  p r i v a t e  concerns,  and a t  t h e  same 

t ime i n t e r e s t e d  himself  i n  persona l  mining p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  This  

i n t e r e s t  doub t l e s s  had something t o  do wi th  h i s  dec i s ion  t o  s e l l  

h i s  n ine  thousand a c r e  ranch i n  Val Verde County and acqu i r e  

ranching ho ld ings  i n  t h e  mining d i s t r i c t  of Brewster County, 

Texas. M r .  Wilson gave one h a l f  of t h e  Val Verde County Ranch 

t o  h i s  mother, M r s .  To A. Wilson, and s o l d  t h e  balance t o  h i s  

b r o t h e r ,  Earl Wilson, 2 

Af t e r  a number of  t r i p s  t o  t h e  Big Bend Country dur ing 1928 

and 1929, M r ,  Wilson began, e a r l y  i n  P929, t o  purchase l and  i n  

t h e  a r e a  west o f  t h e  Chisos Mountains. On March 30, 1929, he 

acqui red  s ec t i on  22, Block G4 from J. W. N i x ,  a non-res ident  

owner,for only $600. This  purchase was t h e  f i r s t  of  a number of 

a c q u i s i t i o n s  which, wi th in  f i v e  years ,  was t o  inc lude  some f o r t y -  

four  s ec t i ons  a long t h e  western s lopes  of t h e  Chisos Mountains. 

J u s t  a few days l a t e r ,  on Apr i l  5, 1929, he acqui red  16 s e c t i o n s  

Prom Wayne R. Car t ledge  a t  t h e  purchase p r i c e  o f  $15,360. This  

a c q u i s i t i o n  included s e c t i o n s  18,  20, 28, 30, 32, 70, 76, 78, 

108, 114, 146, 148, 152, 154, 1.88, and 270, a l l  i n  Block G4, 

J u s t  t e n  days l a t e r ,  Apr i l  15,  1929, he  c lo sed  a d e a l  wi th  

2. Copy o f  Deed, Homer M, Wilson t o  M r s ,  T. A. Wllson, 
Apr i l  1929; Copy of Deed, Homer M. Wilson t o  Ea r l  Wilson, 
Apr i l  1929. 



W. H, S a r t i n  o f  San Antonio, Texas, f o r  e leven s e c t i o n s  f o r  

$10,849~50. This  purchase included s e c t i o n s  15,  17,  19,  21,  23, 

27, 111, 113, 115, 269, and 271 i n  Block G4, Then on Apr i l  30, 

1929, one s e c t i o n  (number 18)  of Block 1, BBBC Ry Company was 

purchased f o r  $960. A t  t h e  same time M r .  Wilson was i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

with  H a r r i s  S. Smith f o r  t h e  Oak Spring s e c t i o n  and e leven  o t h e r  

s e c t i o n s  which M r .  Smith owned i n  t h e  area .  On June 1, 1929, 

t h e  d e a l  was c losed ,  and f o r  $26,784 M r .  Wilson acqui red  s e c t i o n s  

1, 26, 29, 31, 72, 74, 110, 266, 325, 483 (Oak Spring s e c t i o n )  

and 485, a l l  i n  Block G4. A few months l a t e r ,  on November 5, 

1929, a t  a s h e r i f f ' s  s a l e ,  M r .  Wilson purchased t i t l e  t o  s e c t i o n  

71, Block G4. A cho ice  s ec t i on  high up i n  t h e  Chisos Mountains 

which included Boot Spring was acqui red  i n  February o f  1930 f o r  

a purchase p r i c e  o f  $2560. This was purchased from a nonres iden t  

ho lder ,  M r .  P. B. Wilson. By a second s h e r i f f ' s  s a l e  on Arp i l  15, 

1934, M r .  Wilson acqui red  s ec t i on  24, Block G4 f o r  a p r i c e  of 

$10, p l u s  t axes  due on t h e  sec t ion .  Then, i n  o rde r  t o  round ou t  

t h e i r  r e spec t ive  holdings ,  M r .  Wilson and Sam R. Na i l ,  h i s  

n e a r e s t  neighbor,  made an exchange o f  s e c t i o n s  which each h e l d  

wi th in  t h e  ho ld ings  of t h e  o ther .  By t h i s  exchange M r .  Wilson 

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  M r .  Na i l  s e c t i o n s  1, 18, and 70 i n  exchange f o r  

s e c t i o n s  14,  112, and 150 a l l  i n  Block ~ 4 . ~  The t o t a l  c o s t  o f  t he se  

3. Brewster County Deed Records, Vol. 65, pp. 441, 547; 
Vol, 67, p. 370; Vol. 69, pp. 548, 637; Vol. 70, p. 495; Vol. 80. 
ppo 8 ,  57, 59. 



f o r t y - f o u r  s e c t i o n s  o f  l a n d  on t h e  west s l o p e s  o f  t h e  Ch i sos  

Mountains w a s  $59,341.84, I n  a d d i t i o n ,  M r ,  Wilson i s  r e p o r t ~ d  

t o  have s a i d  i n  abou t  1941, h e  had added improvements t o  t h e  

amount of between twen ty - f ive  and t h i r t y  thousand d o l l a r s ,  
4 

I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  Wilsons had e s t a b l i s h e d  h e a d q u a r t e r s  

and set up housekeeping a t  t h e  Oak S p r i n g s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  house 

which had been b rough t  i n  and set up by F r a n c i s  Rooney some t e n  

o r  so  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  The house was a l a r g e  two-s tory  b u i l d i n g  

w i t h  a long porch ex tend ing  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  house b o t h  f r o n t  and 

back. The back porch had been enc losed  and i n  e f f e c t  c r e a t e d  

two a d d i t i o n a l  rooms and a l a r g e  h a l l  space,  The f r o n t  porch 

was s c r e e n e d  and t h u s  made a l a r g e  p l a c e  f o r  indoor  lounging a t  

t i m e s  when t h e  f a m i l y  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  open, During 

good weather ,  which was more t h a n  t h r e e  hundred days o f  t h e  y e a r ,  

t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  v i s i t o r s  on t h e  ranch,  when n o t  working a t  r anch  

d u t i e s ,  l o v e d  t o  spend every  p o s s i b l e  free moment under t h e  
. I  

b e a u t i f u l  t r e e s  a long  Oak Creek o r  on t h e  open h i l l s  o f  t h e  house 

which f a c e d  t h e  n o r t h .  I n  t h e  back t h e r e  was c e d a r  p o s t  f e n c e  

which s e r v e d  t o  keep an imals ,  b o t h  domes t i ca ted  and wi ld ,  from 

t r e s p a s s i n g  on t h e  premises.  The house was s i t u a t e d  on a t e r r a c e  

p r o t e c t e d  by a rock  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l ,  a l o n g  t h e  sou th  s i d e  o f  

Oak Creek j u s t  below t h e  s p r i n g  and no doubt a t  o r  v e r y  n e a r  t h e  

same s p o t  which had been used  by Cap ta in  James E. G i l l e t t  a s  

4,  I n t e r v i e w ,  Robert  Lo C a r t l e d g e ,  October 16, 1967, 
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headquar te rs  f o r  t h e  G-4 o u t f i t  back i n  1885 t o  1895. M r .  Louis  

J. Wardlaw, who v i s i t e d  t h e  Wilson ranch home i n  November o f  

1939 as a member o f  a committee checking on t h e  wisdom of  t h e  

proposed Big Bend Nat ional  Park,  has  t h i s  t o  say: 

W e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Homer Wilson ranch house 
j u s t  a t  dusk. The house sets on a rocky 
t e r r a c e  above a l i v e l y  flowing stream a t  
t h e  en t rance  t o  Oak Canyon. A f t e r  dinner  
we s a t  on t h e  porch and t a l k e d  over p lans  
f o r  tomorrow's r i d e  t o  t h e  South R i m .  
While we t a l k e d  the  "Moon came over  t h e  
Mountain, "5 

I t  was i n  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  s e t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Wilson family  spen t  

t h e  most d e l i g h t f u l  yea r s  of t h e i r  l i v e s .  I t  was h e r e  t h a t  t h e  

t h r e e  Wilson c h i l d r e n  were reared.  One g i r l ,  P a t r i c i a  Anne, was 

born August 25, 1931, and some t h r e e  yea r s  l a t e r  Homer M, Wilson 

Jr, was born on October 3, 1934. Af te r  t h a t  i t  appeared t h a t  no 

more c h i l d r e n  were t o  come t o  t h e  Wilson household. But a s  

M r s .  Wilson l a t e r  expressed it, "A s p e c i a l  g i f t  o f  God" came i n  

t h e  form of  Thomas L. Wilson who was born May 21, 1942. This  

happy condi t ion  d i d  no t  l a s t  long a s  on ly  fou r  days a f t e r  t h e  

b i r t h  o f  t h e  l a s t  c h i l d ,  May 25, 1942, t h e  deed was ass igned  b e t -  

ween t h e  Wilson and t h e  S t a t e  Parks Board by which t h e  e n t i r e  

ranch was deeded t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas f o r  park purposes. Not 

long a f te rwards  Homer Wilson had a r a t h e r  s e r i o u s  h e a r t  a t t a c k .  

5. M r s .  Louis  J. Wardlaw, "The Proposed Big Bend ~ a t i o n a l  
Park, " November 4, 1939. 



More than  a year l a t e r  he s u f f e r e d  a f a t a l  a t t a c k  on J u l y  13,  

1943, and d i ed  t h a t  n igh t .  This  l e f t  M r s .  Wilson wi th  t h e  t h r e e  

smal l  c h i l d r e n  t o  conclude t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  ranching a c t i v i t i e s  

i n  Big Bend's Chisos Mountain Country. 

While Oak Canyon remained headquar te rs  f o r  t h e  Wilson Ranch 

f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  per iod  o f  t h e i r  ope ra t i ons ,  Blue Creek and t h e  

Blue Creek a r e a  became t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  ranch and i t s  produc t ive  

a c t i v i t y .  Ear ly  i n  t h e  ope ra t i on  of  t h e  ranch a l i n e  camp was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a locg  Blue Creek, Within a f e w  years  t h e r e  was e r e c t e d  

a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  a secondary and very  impressive ranch house, 

t h e  major p o r t i o n  o f  which was cons t ruc t ed  by Rafeal  Acosta. 

For t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  Wilson opera ted  i n  t h e  

Blue Creek a r e a ,  ranch foreman M r .  L o t t  F e l t s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  Blue 

Creek l i n e  camp ranch house, The house was twenty-four by s i x t y  

f e e t  wi th  a s i x t e e n  by s i x t y  f o o t  screened porch on t h e  south 

s i d e  o f  t h e  house, The house proper cons i s t ed  o f  two bedrooms, 

a k i t chen  and a l a r g e  l i v i n g  room-dining room combined. I n  t h e  

l i v j n g  room near  t h e  middle of t h e  nor th  wal l  t h e r e  i s  a l a r g e  

f i r e p l a c e  i n  which t h e  mantle i s  made by very a r t i s t i c  placement 

o f  long s l a b s  o f  s tone  p laced  ho r i zon ta l l y .  Some of  t he se  s l a b s  

a r e  up t o  e i g h t  f e e t  i n  l eng th ,  and placed i n  a c o l o r f u l  arrange-  

ment. The double roof i s  supported s epa ra t e ly  by l a r g e  poles .  

The c e i l i n g  i s  made of  reeds  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  which has been used 

f o r  c e n t u r i e s  by t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  The s t o r y  goes 

t h a t  M r s .  Wilson wanted t h e  r eed  c e i l i n g  with t h e  adobe mud on 

top  t o  which M r .  Wilson agreed. However, s i nce  such a roof 



would leak ,  he used a two-inch concre te  mixture i n  p l a c e  of  t h e  

adobe mud, and above t h a t  a shee t  metal  roof ,  t hus  making t h e  

house leakproof ,  This  arrangement no t  on ly  accomplished i t s  

purpose bu t  i n  a d d i t i o n  made t h e  house much coo le r  i n  t h e  summer 

and warmer i n  t h e  win te r  a s  i t  c r e a t e d  an a i r  space between t h e  

metal  roof  and t h e  c e i l i n g .  I t  was a very  s a t i s f a c t o r y  means of 

i n s u l a t i o n ,  The i n t e r i o r  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  c a r r y  l i t t l e  if any 

support  f o r  t h e  roof  and c e i l i n g  a s  t h i s  was done by s t u r d y  p o l e s  

s e t  i n  cement and holding up t h e  weight o f  t h e  c e i l i n g  and roof. 

P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of  t h e  house came 

from t h e  a rea .  The s tone,  sand, and grave l  came from Blue Creek 

Canyon, t h e  t imbers  from t h e  Chisos Mountains, and t h e  reed  from 

t h e  nearby Rio Grande, Thus t h e  Blue Creek l i n e  camp ranch house 

6 
may be  s a i d  t o  be  indigenous t o  t h e  a r ea ,  The f l o o r  o f  t h e  

house was made of  we l l  s e l e c t e d  f l a g s ,  whi le  t h a t  o f  t h e  porch 

was concrete .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  house, t h e r e  was i n  t h e  Blue 

Creek complex a small  one-room house f o r  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  

a d d i t i o n a l  ranch help ,  a small  storeroom, an o u t s i d e  barbecue 

f i r e p l a c e ,  a c i s t e r n  t o  c a t c h  and hold f r e s h  r a i n  water ,  a c i r -  

c u l a r  c o r r a l  with a snubbing pos t  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of  young horses ,  

and a nearby dipping v a t  and chute. There was a l s o  a chemical 

outhouse, a small  chicken house, and a combination rock and t i n  

6 .  Interview,  Homer W. Wilson, Jr., October 13, 1967, 



s t u r c t u r e  l i k e l y  used f o r  t h e  s to r age  of s a l t  and o t h e r  equipment 

and t o o l s .  Access t o  t h e  Blue Creek house was over a reasonably 

wel l  maintained d i r t  road which came up t h e  v a l l e y  from Oak Can- 

yon along t h e  f l a t s  between Burro Mesa and t h e  Chisos Mountains 

and then over t h e  r i d g e  i n t o  Blue Creek Canyon. Aside from t h e  

two major housing e s t ab l i shmen t s  a t  Oak Spring and Blue Creek, 

M r ,  Wilson maintained t h r e e  o r  fou r  minor l i n e  camps which were 

used from time t o  t ime by t h e  Mexican-American cowboys who worked 

on t h e  ranch. Also,  government and p r i v a t e l y  employed t r a p p e r s  

maintained t h r e e  o r  fou r  semi-permanent camps from which they 

a t tempted t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  range from preda tory  animals. Most o f  

t he se  l o c a t i o n s  were a c c e s s i b l e  over reasonably wel l  kept roads 

during most of t h e  year. 7 

IMPORTANT FACTORS FOR RANCHING I N  THE B I G  BEND 

Water was always an important i t e m  t o  be  considered i n  

l oca t ing  a ranch i n  t h e  semi-arid region o f  West Texas. There 

were twelve r a t h e r  w e l l  d i s t r i b u t e d  l i v i n g  sp r ings  wi th in  t h e  

Homer Wilson range. These sp r ings  made water reasonably a c c e s s i b l ~  

t o  almost any po r t i on  of  t h e  ranch. Most o f  t he se  were named 

and wel l  known spr ings .  Oak Spring was on s e c t i o n  483, Ward 

Spring on sec t i on  485, Cedar Spr ing on s e c t i o n  26 along upper 

- 
7. Interview,  Robert L. Car t ledge,  October 15, 1967. 



Blue Creek Canyon, Boot Spr ing on s e c t i o n  30 i n  t h e  upper Chisos,  

Burro Spring on s e c t i o n  77 along t h e  south end o f  Burro Mesa, 

Wasp Spr ing  on s e c t i o n  112 on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Goat Mountain, 

and Tule Spring on sec t i on  115 on t h e  sou theas t  s i d e  of Tule Moun- 

t a i n .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he se  nsmed s p r i n g s  t h e r e  were lesser sp r ings  

on s e c t i o n s  146, 152, 188 and 270. Adding t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  

o f  t he se  spr ings ,  M r ,  Wilson dug a  number o f  w e l l s  and i n s t a l l e d  

windmills  which pumped water t o  t h e  more remote a r e a s  which were 

not served by t h e  n a t u r a l  spr ings .  To improve t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  

o f  t h e  windmills ,  M r ,  Wilson used a  s p e c i a l  boos te r  pump which 

he  had invented and acquired a  pa t en t  on. This  pump enabled him 

t o  pump water high up on Burro Mesa and o the r  high a r e a s  making 

i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  t o  water without having t o  climb down 

from t h e  high mesas. In  add i t i on ,  M r ,  Wilson cons t ruc t ed  a  con- 

s ide rab l e  number of  concre te  dams, ba s in s ,  and t a n k s , a l l  o f  which 

tended t o  make water more a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  on t h e  ranch. 8 

I n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t he se  f avo rab l e  water l o c a t i o n s  and improve- 

ments, unusual drought cond i t i ons  dur ing t h e  m i d - t h i r t i e s  caused 

some of  t h e  l e s s e r  sp r ings  t o  be  reduced t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  c a r e -  

f u l  a t t e n t i o n  was r equ i r ed  t o  meet t h e  water needs of  t h e  l i v e -  

s t o c k O 9  A t  such t imes,  t h e  s tock  was ga thered  i n t o  t h e  more 

favorab le  a r e a s  where t h e r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  water. 

8. United States Paten t  O f f i c e ,  P a t e n t  Number  1,724,157, 
August 13, 1929. 

9, In te rv iew,  H a r r i s  S. Smith, October 9 ,  1967. 
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A s  has  been prev ious ly  mentioned, most o f  t h e  Wilson Ranch 

came wi th in  t he  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  two b e t t e r  range types  o f  

t h e  B i g  Bend Country where much of  t h e  range had not been too  

badly overgrazed i n  p rev ious  years ,  Consequently, t h e  range 

which M r ,  Wilson acqui red  o f f e r e d  good oppor tun i ty  f o r  a  favorab le  

income a t  t h e  p r i c e s  which he  p a i d  f o r  t h e  land. O f  t h e  f o r t y -  

four  s e c t i o n s  which he purchased, twenty-seven s e c t i o n s  were 

pub l i c  school l ~ n d s  and seventeen were pa ten ted  s ec t i ons ,  0nl.y 

two of t h e  pa t en t ed  s e c t i o n s  had been taken up e a r l y  as a  means 

of acqu i r ing  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  f avo rab l e  spr ings .  Those two were 

s ec t i ons  483 and 485, which were f i l e d  upon i n  1881 by Fa ther  

Joseph Hoban, t h e  pr ies t - surveyor  of P r e s i d i o  County, Texas. 

Father  Hoban had not occupied t h e s e  sec t ions .  I n  time they be- 

came a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  ope ra to r s  who came i n t o  t h e  a rea  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  twen t i e th  cen tury  and were eventua l ly  

acqui red  by M r .  Wilson. 10 

Homer Wilson had e s t a b l i s h e d  a  good c r e d i t  r a t i n g  with 

t h e  DeT Rio Nat ional  Bank p r i o r  t o  t h e  time he came t o  t h e  Big 

Bend Country. T h i s  c r e d i t  s tanding enabled him t o  acqui-re con- 

t r o l  o r  ownership of tlic ex t ens ive  ho ld ings  west sf t h e  Chisos 

Mountains. H e  had owned some n i n e  thousand a c r e s  i n  t h e  Del Rio 

a r e a ,  one h a l f  o f  which he had s o l d  t o  a  b ro the r  wi th  a no te  

10, Brewster County Pa t en t  Records, Vn3, 4, 48, 



bear ing  i n t e r e s t  a t  6  per  cen t  r ep re sen t ing  t h e  g r e a t e r  po r t i on  

o f  t h e  t r ansac t ion .  With cash,  which he was a b l e  t o  n e g o t i a t e  

from t h i s  no t e  and o t h e r  cash on hand, M r ,  Wilson was a b l e  t o  make 

t h e  smal le r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  and meet t h e  cash  payments on t h e  l a r g e r  

ones, M r .  Wilson acqui red  s i x t e e n  s e c t i o n s  from Wayne R. Car t ledge  

f o r  a  t o t a l  of $15,360. He pa id  $5,360 i n  cash and t h e  ba lance  

o f  $10,000 i n  e i g h t  n o t e s  o f  $1,250 each, one payable each year 

f o r  a  per iod  of e i g h t  yea r s  with i n t e r e s t  a t  7 pe r  c e n t  pe r  annum. 

The second major purchase of  e leven s e c t i o n s  from W. H. S a r t i n  o f  

San Antonio, Texas, involved a  cons ide ra t i on  o f  $10,849.50. In  

t h i s  dea l  M r .  Wilson pa id  $3,849.50 i n  cash,  four  n o t e s  o f  $1,250, 

and two n o t e s  f o r  $1,000, each bear ing  i n t e r e s t  a t  7  per cen t  and 

payable wi th in  a  pe r iod  of s i x  years ,  The t h i r d  and l a s t  o f  t h e  

major l and  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  wi th  H a r r i s  S. Smith, t r a n s f e r r e d  twelve 

s e c t i o n s  t o  M r ,  Wilson f o r  $26,784, I n  t h i s  dea l  M r .  Wilson 

assumed an o b l i g a t i o n  due t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas i n  t h e  amount o f  

$3,869, In  a d d i t i o n  he pa id  M r .  Smith $4,000 cash and t e n  no t e s ,  

each i n  t h e  amount o f  $1,891.42 with  i n t e r e s t  a t  6 per  c e n t ,  wi th  

t h e  prov is ion  t h a t  one of  t h e  no t e s  wi th  a l l  accrued i n t e r e s t  

was t o  be  p a i d  each year over a  pe r iod  o f  t e n  years ,  beginning 

one year  from t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  t r ansac t ion .  Thus by 1934, when 

the l a s t  o f  t h e  small  l and  d e a l s  had been negot ia ted ,  M r ,  Wilson 

had p a i d  i n  cash  something near  e igh teen  thousand d o l l a r s ,  and 

had ou ts tanding  i n  n o t e s  a  t o t a l  o f  approximately t h i r t y - s i x  



thousand d o l l a r s ,  making a  t o t a l  o f  f i f t y - f o u r  thousand d o l l a r s ,  

In  t h e  meantime, he had borrowed an  a d d i t i o n a l  twenty-f ive  thousand 

d o l l a r s  from t h e  Del Rio Nat iona l  Bank f o r  t h e  purpose of f i n -  

ancing t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  f ences  f o r  t h e  ranch,  and l ay ing  pipe-  

l i n e s  t o  improve t h e  water supply on t h e  ranch, 

Dry weather dur ing t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  accompanied by low 

p r i c e s  f o r  l i v e s t o c k ,  made i t  incxeas ing ly  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  M r .  Wilson 

t o  m e e t  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  ob l iga t i ons .  l1 With i nc reas ing  demands 

on h i s  dwindling f inances ,  M r .  Wilson decided t o  conso l ida t e  a l l  

of  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n s  with  two agenc ies :  t h e  Producers Wool and 

Mohair Company, Del Rio, Texas, and t h e  Federa l  Land Bank, Houston 

Texas. The combined o b l i g a t i o n s  assumed by t h e s e  two loaning 

agenc ies  came t o  something over seventy-eight  thousand d o l l a r s .  1 2  

Under arrangements with t h e  Federa l  Land Bank, t h e  c r e d i t o r s  o f  

Homer M,  Wilson rece ived  i n  payment bonds of t h e  Federal  Farm 

Mortgage Corporation.  These bonds c a r r i e d  an i n t e r e s t  r a t e  o f  

3  1/4 pe r  cen t  per annum. l3 By t h i s  a c t i o n  M r .  Wilson not on ly  

conso l ida ted  h i s  l o a n s  under two sources  b u t  a l s o  acqui red  l oans  

a t  a  lower r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  which was a  cons iderab le  advantage 

tak ing  i n t o  cons ide ra t i on  t h e  amount involved,  

11. Wayne R. Car t ledge  t o  Homer Wilson, October 31, 1932, 

12, Brewster County Deed Records, Vol, 78, p, 395, Vol, 95, 
p. 83, 

13, Agreement t o  Accept Bonds, Bond Number 151321 J, Apr i l  14 
1934; Wayne R. Car t ledge  t o  John Perk ins ,  September 19,  1934, 



CHAPTER V 

PROBLEMS OF RANCHING I N  THE B I G  BEND COUNTRY 

ENCLOSING OR FENCING THE PROPERTIES 

A s  Homer Wilson consoli*dated h i s  ho ld ings  he c o n s t a n t l y  con- 

s i d e r e d  t h e  problem o f  enc los ing  o r  fenc ing  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s ,  A s  

he  made h i s  va r ious  purchases  he  made every e f f o r t  t o  acqu i r e  t hose  

s e c t i o n s  o f  l and  which would enable  him t o  enc lose  a l l  o f  h i s  

holdings  w i th in  e f f e c t i v e  b a r r i e r s ,  such a s  fences ,  mountains, 

b l u f f s  o r  c l i f fs ,  P r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  M r .  Wilson acqui red  t h e  prop- 

e r t i e s  on ly  a f e w  d r i f t  and b a r r i e r  f ences  had been constructed.  
1 

Some o f  t he se  w e r e  connected with t h e  high c l i f f s  of t h e  western 

s i d e  of  t he  Chisos and t h e  south s i d e  o f  Burro Mesa. Some he 

was a b l e  t o  u t i l i z e .  However, much of i t  he had t o  remove t o  ad- 

j u s t  t o  h i s  p roper ty  l i n e s  o r  a s  nea r  t h e  p rope r ty  l i n e s  a s  

poss ib le .  Ranchmen o f t e n  found i t  necessary and convenient t o  

exchange p r o p e r t i e s  i n  o rder  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  l and  t o  t h e  topography 

and thus  t o  u t i l i z e  n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r s  c r e a t e d  by t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

t h e  t e r r a i n .  The t i m e  o f  t h e  "open range" was gone, and by t h e  

1930s it was t h e  hope and d e s i r e  o f  every ranchman t o  have h i s  

ho ld ings  e f f e c t i v e l y  enclosed so  a s  t o  keep h i s  l i v e s t o c k  wi th in  

1. H a r r i s  S. Smith t o  Wayne R. Car t ledge ,  October 28, 1928. 

172 



h i s  b o u n d a r i e s  and t o  exc lude  o u t s i d e r s  from t r e s s p a s s i n g  on h i s  

g r a z i n g  l a n d ,  T h i s  d e s i r e  o f t e n  c a l l e d  f o r  r e s u r v e y s ,  t h e  ex- 

change o f  p r o p e r t i e s ,  and i n  some extreme c a s e s  open h o s t i l i t i e s  

which on r a r e  o c c a s i o n s  r e s u l t e d  i n  k i l l i n g s ,  

The t y p e  o f  b a r r i e r  o r  f e n c e  c o n s t r u c t e d  depended on whether  

a rnnchman was a  c a t t l e m a n  o r  proposed t o  r a i s e  sheep and g o a t s ,  

S ince  M r ,  Wilson was engaged p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  g o a t s  

and sheep,  he  d e s i r e d  t o  have what was g e n e r a l l y  l a b e l e d  a l k h e e p -  

p roof"  f e n c e  e n c l o s i n g  h i s  p r o p e r t i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b u i l d i n g  

a sheep- and goat -proof  f e n c e ,  M r .  Wilson soon found t h a t ,  i n  

t h e  mountain a r e a ,  he  needed a  panther-proof  fence.  Thus, much 

o f  h i s  f e n c e  i n  t h e  a r e a  immediately a d j a c e n t  t o  and w i t h i n  t h e  

Ch i sos  Mountains was what was termed a  more o r  less panther-proof  

fence .  Th i s  was a  f i v e - f o o t  n e t  w i r e ,  u p r i g h t  f e n c s ,  topped w i t h  

a two- t o  t h r e e - f o o t  n e t  w i r e  l e a n i n g  a t  about  f o r t y - f i v e  degrees  

t o  fht? o ~ l t s i d e .  B J e f f e c t i v e  and j u d i c i o u s  u s e  of t h e  n a t u r a l  

b a r r i e r s ,  even though i t  was something more t h a n  f o r t y  m i l e s  

a round t h e  Wilson Ranch, h? had on ly  about  fo r ty - twa  m i l e s  o f  

f e n c e ,  which inc lud2d  a  1?uinS2r o f  c r o s s  f e n c e s  which d i v i d e d  

h i s  ranch i n t o  some s i x  s e p a r a t e  p a s t u r e s ,  The 1.7ngc?3t s i n g l e  

s t r e t c h  o f  con t inuous  f e n c e  was from n e a r  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  

corn,?r o f  s e c t i o n  116 a t  t he  southwest  sid.2 o f  Burro  Mesa 

ex tend ing  west t o  t h e  nor thwes t  c o r n a r  o f  t h ?  Wils:>n Razch then 

2 *  I n t e r v i e w ,  Homer M. Wilson, Jr, , J u l y  18, 1957; R ~ s s  A, 
Maxwell t o  C l i f f o r d  B. Casey, November 1, 1967. 



south t o  B e e  Mountain, a t o t a l  of about e i g h t  m i l e s .  The r e s t  

o f  t h e  fence  v a r i e d  from about one m i l e  t o  a s  much a s  f i v e  m i l e s  

i n  length.  I n  each case ,  every fence connected with  some n a t u r a l  

b a r r i e r  t h u s  a f fo rd ing  a cont inuous b a r r i e r  f o r  t h e  a r e a  enclosed,  

Fence l i n e s  d i d  not  always foi low t h e  proper ty  l i n e s ,  There were 

a number o f  reasons f o r  t h i s .  F i r s t ,  many o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  sec- 

t i o n s  belonged t o  nonresident  ho lde r s  who would no t  s e l l  and who 

d i d  no t  fence  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s ;  t h e  rancher o f t en  fenced and 

used the se  lands ,  Sometimes t h e  rancher l e a sed  t h e  land,  and a t  

t imes no l e g a l  arrangement was made r e l a t i v e  t o  i t s  use,  Second, 

neighbor ranchmen would ag ree  on t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  fence i n  ad- 

j u s t i n g  i t  t o  t h e  topography o f  t h e  land. Third ,  o f t e n  owners 

o f  i n a c c e s s i b l e  l and  would permit  t h e i r  neighbor ranchman t o  

fence and use  i t  i n  exchange f o r  o t h e r  land, Fourth,  mountains, 

escarpments and b l u f f s  o f t e n  made b e t t e r  b a r r i e r s  than a fence 

so a ranchman would fence  t h e  gaps and use  t h e  l and  r ega rd l e s s  

o f  ownership. Las t l y ,  i n  many p l a c e s  t h e  t e r r a i n  was s o l i d  rock, 

S ince  i t  was impossible t o  d ig  pos t  ho l e s ,  f ences  o f t e n  would be 

cons t ruc t ed  around t h e  rocky ledges ,no t  fol lowing t h e  proper ty  

l i n e .  Departure from t h e  proper ty  l i n e  when bu i ld ing  a fence 

was always done with  t h e  knowledge and approval o f  t h e  ranchers  

involved,  

3, H a r r i s  S. Smith t o  Wayne R. Cart ledge,  October 28 ,  1928: 
Maxwell t o  Casey, November 1, 1967; Interview,  Wayne R ,  Car t ledge ,  
June 21, 1967. 



Some t e n  t o  twelve mi l e s  o f  the  Wilson fence on t h e  south 

and west w e r e  cons t ruc t ed  j o i n t l y  between Homer Wilson and Wayne R. 

Car t ledge ,  a s  it was common fence  separa t ing  t h e i r  ranches,  Thus 

Wilson and Car t ledge  went i n  t oge the r  and purchased t h r e e  ca r -  

l oads  o f  fence  from the  Harr is-Lucket t  Hardware Company o f  San 

Angelo,  exa as.* Cedar pos t  f o r  t h e  fencing was purchased from 

F. M, Del Curto ,  producer and shipper  o f  Mountain Cedar, Aust in ,  

Texas, and from J, C, Huddleston, Knippa, Texas. Cedar p o s t ,  

l i k e  t h e  wire ,  was purchased i n  ca r load  l o t s . 5  The t o t a l  c o s t  

of bu i ld ing  t h i s  fence  ran  from t h r e e  hundred t o  four  hundred 

d o l l a r s  p e r  m i l e ,  A r egu la r  fou r - foo t  n e t  wi re  f ence  c o s t  t h r e e  

hundred d o l l a r s  per  m i l e  whi le  t h e  panther-proof fence  ran four  

hundred o r  more d o l l a r s  pe r  mile. M r .  Wilson cons t ruc t ed  some- 

t h ing  near  f o r t y - f i v e  mi l e s  o f  fence,  o f  which approximately 

twenty mi l e s  were b u i l t  j o i n t l y  wi th  h i s  neighbors,  Thus i t  may 

be  r a t h e r  d e f i n i t e l y  es t imated  t h a t  M r ,  Wilson expended something 

near  twelve thousand f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s  on fence cons t ruc t ion  

a t  h i s  ranch. 6 

4, Harr is-Lucket t  Hardware Company (San Angelo, Texas) t o  
Wayne R .  Cart ledge,  Apr i l  12,  1929. 

5. J. C. Huddleston t o  Wayne R. Car t ledge,  August 29, 1929; 
F. M. Del Curto t o  Wayne R, Car t ledge,  August 23,  1930, 

6. R.W. Der r ick  t o  Homer Wilson, September 13, 1929; Zn- 
terview,  H o m e r  M. Wilson, J r , ,  October 13, 1967, 



IMPROVING THE NATIVE WATER SUPPLY 

Even though t h e  Wilson Ranch had l i v i n g  sp r ings  t h a t  were 

a l l  d i s t r i b u t e d  over t h e  ranch,  Wilson expended something near  

t e n  thousand d o l l a r s  i n  making water a c c e s s i b l e  a t  never more than  

one mi le  t o  animals on any p a r t  o f  t h e  ranch, In  o rde r  t o  ac-  

complish t h i s  he cons t ruc t ed  conc re t e ,  rock and d i r t  headers  and 

dams t o  ho ld  and d i v e r t  water. I n  a d d i t i o n  he cons t ruc t ed  conc re t e  

watering p l a c e s  i n  t h e  more remote a r e a s  and piped water  from 

sp r ings  o r  we l l s  which he dug on t h e  ranch. A s  a means of  serv-  

ing t he se  watering p l a c e s  he l a i d  some s i x  o r  seven mi l e s  of 

p ipe l i ne ,  A l l  o f  t h i s  p i p e l i n e  was l a i d  on top of  t h e  ground f o r  

easy s e rv i c ing  and r e p a i r ,  s i nce  i t  r a r e l y  g e t s  c o i d  enough i n  

the  a r e a  t o  f r e e z e  wate r l ines .  To se rve  t he  water ing p l a c e s  on 

t h e  higher  mesas, M r .  Wilson i n s t a l l e d  a s p e c i a l  boos te r  l)ump, 

which he himself had developed and patented.  This  pump enabled 

him t o  pump water t o  e l e v a t i o n s  a s  much a s  a thousand f e e t  above 

the  source of  t h e  water. This  combination of  sp r ings ,  concre te  

dams and r e s e r v o i r s ,  w e l l s  with windmills ,  p i p e l i n e s ,  and water-  

ing p l a c e s  made of  t h e  Wilson Ranch one of  t h e  best -watered 

ranches i n  t h e  county. 

OTHER PKOBLEPlS OF THE RANCH 

In  t h e  remote a r e a  of t h e  Big Bend Country a ranchman always 

had a d i f f i c u l t  t ime i n  f i nd ing  and keeping e f f i c i e n t  and 

7 ,  United S t a t e s  Pa t en t  Off ice ,  Pa ten t  Number 1,724,157, 
August 13,  1928, 



I 
dependable h e l p  on h i s  ranch. M r .  Wilson was very  f o r t u n a t e  

i n  having a  foreman, M r ,  L o t t  F e l t s ,  who was with him f o r  most 

of t h e  f i f t e e n  years  t h a t  t h e  ranch was i n  opera t ione8  Additional 

he lp  was o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  secure.  For t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  ranch 

had t o  depend on Mexican o r  Mexican-American cowboys. Often t h e  

Mexican workers were "wetbacks." That i s ,  they were i n  t h e  Unitec 

S t a t e s  i l l e g a l l y  and thus  were not  dependable a s  a  source of  

l abo r ,  s i n c e  they  were o f t e n  picked up by t h e  immigration au- 

t h o r i t i e s  and deportedO9 An a c t  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress 

of March 2, 1929, made i t  r a t h e r  easy f o r  Mexican l a b o r e r s  t o  

make a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e g i s t r y  a s  an a l i e n  seeking t o  become a 

c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  and thus  remain i n  t h e  a r e a  l e g a l l y ,  

However, most o f  t h e  Big Bend border Mexican l a b o r e r s  were seem- 

ing ly  unwil l ing t o  e s t a b l i s h  such a  s t a t u s , 1 °  Since it was 

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  ranchmen t o  keep dependable he lp  they of ten  

took t u r n s  i n  he lp ing  each o t h e r  a t  roundup time, During most 

of t h e  t ime t h a t  M r .  Wilson opera ted  i n  t h e  Big Bend a r e a  he was 

a b l e  t o  keep from two o r  four  l o c a l  Mexican-Americans a s  fence 

r i d e r s  and h e l p e r s  on t h e  ranch, The usua l  pay f o r  such s e r v i c e s  

was t h i r t y  d o l l a r s  p e r  month p l u s  p rov is ions ,  11 

8, In te rv iew,  Mrs, Sam R, Nai l ,  October 24, 1967. 

9, H, M ,  Blackwel t o  Wayne R, Cart ledye,  December 23, 1932, 
and March 29, 1933. 

10, Uni ted S t a t e s  Form #659, Appl icat ion f o r  Regis t ry  of 
an Alien under a c t  o f  Congress, approved March 2,  rL929 W. J. Cafi 
American Consul, Chihuahua, Chihuahua, Mexico, t o  La kiarnonia, 
June 25, 1929. 

11. W, R. Car t ledge  t o  G. S. Gibson, June 10, 1934. 
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LIVESTOCK LOSSES FROM DISEASES AND OTHER CAUSES 

On t h e  average M r .  Wilson ran  about 4,000 grown ewe sheep, 

50 t o  60 bucks, 2,500 grown nannie goa t s ,  35 t o  45 b i l l i e s ,  40 

t o  60 head o f  c a t t l e ,  t h r e e  o r  fou r  mules used f o r  working l i v e -  

s t ock  i n  t h e  mountains, and 10 o r  12  head o f  ho r se s  which were 

used t o  work t h e  l i v e s t o c k  on t h e  ranch.12 With t h i s  number of 

l i v e s t o c k  s c a t t e r e d  over t h e  mountains, h i l l s  and v a l l e y s  of 

some f o r t y  thousand a c r e s  o f  l and  t h e r e  was u sua l ly  t o  be  expected 

l o s s e s  from d i sease ,  screwworm a t t a c k s ,  and preda tory  animals 

and acc iden t s ,  P a t r i c i a  Anne Wilson, now M r s ,  Grant M, C l o t h i e r  

of L ibe r ty ,  Missouri ,  r e c a l l s  t h a t  o f t e n  she would go ou t  t o  

look f o r  and f i n d  angora goa ts ,  which because o f  t h e i r  long h a i r  

would get caught i n  cat -c law bush, The g o a t s  would s t a r v e  t o  

dea th  i f  not  found and r e l ea sed  from t h e  cat-claw. l3 To keep 

the  l o s s e s  from d i s e a s e  and t h e  screwworms t o  a minimum, M r .  Wilson 

made every e f f o r t  t o  see  t h a t  h i s  f l o c k s  were checked d a i l y ,  

12, Bergine ( M r s .  Homer) Wilson t o  G. T, Sar twe l l e ,  March 
28, 1944; G, W, F u l l e r  t o  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  Amaril lo A i r  F i e l d ,  
August 24, 1943; Ross A. Maxwell t o  C l i f f o r d  B. Casey, November 
1, 1947; P a t r i c i a  Anne Wilson C l o t h i e r  t o  Homer Wilson, March 7, 
1968, 

13. In te rv iew,  Homer M. Wilson,Jr . ,  September 14, 1967, 
Wayne R. Car t ledge  t o  Eugene Car t ledge ,  November 8 ,  1938; 
P a t r i c i a  Anne Wilson C l o t h i e r  t o  Homer Wilson, March 7,1968. 



and a l l  f ence  r i d e r s  and he rde r s  were r equ i r ed  t o  c a r r y  a t  a l l  

t i m e s  t h e  necessary  equipment t o  t r e a t  d i s ea sed  animals and thosc 

a f f l i c t e d  w i th  scremvorms. l4 

There were l i m i t e d  l o s s e s  from t h i e v e r y  a s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  

by a n  i tem i n  t h e  Alpine Avalanche under d a t e  o f  January 3, 1930 

which says ,  "Ten ho r se s  were s t o l e n  i n  southern Brewster County, 

The t r a i . 1  l e d  t o  t h e  Rio Grande." Again, on January 30, 1932, 

Homer Wilson i n  a l e t t e r  t o  Wayne R. Car t ledge  wrote,  "Too much 

Mexican t r a f f i c  through t h a t  s i d e  ( w e s t ) ,  we should change the  

l o c k s  on t h e  g a t e s  between us." To counte r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  and 

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  ranchers  from Mexican b a n d i t s  and th i eve ry ,  t h e  

r anche r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t tempted t o  g e t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas t o  

send  an a d d i t i o n a l  Texas Ranger i n t o  t h e  Big Bend a r ea ,  l5 The 

Wilson Ranch, however, exper ienced few l o s s e s  from th i eve ry  of 

l i v e s t o c k  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  from t h e  ranch, A s  a  p recau t ion  

M r .  Wilson p a i n t e d  an o u t l i n e  of  a l l  t o o l s  and equipment o f  t h e  

t oo l shed  i n  r e d  so  t h a t  a s  soon a s  any i tem was taken o r  d i sap-  

peared  it  would be  immediately missed. I t  was h i s  p o l i c y  t h a t  

+h9 s m a l l a c t  n y  +Inn1 taken uiar fnllnuro? i i n  i m m o r l i a + a l : r  

1 and t h e  g u i l t y  Mexican was punished when t h e r e  was d e f i n i t e  
1 

14. Interview,  Homer M. Wilson Jr,,  September 14,  1967, 

15. E. Car t l edge  t o  Colonel H. H. Carmichael, November 30, 
1936; Wayne R. Ca r t l edge  t o  H. H. Carrnichael, January 12 ,  1937. 



evidence o f  g u i l t .  Thus by adminis te r ing  immediate and s u r e  

punishment t h e r e  were f e w  l o s s e s  from th i eve ry ,  M r .  Wilson was 

a j u s t  and k ind  man; however, it was h i s  theory  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  

way t o  prevent  t h i eve ry  and t r o u b l e  from border  Mexicans was t o  

be f i r m  wi th  them and d e a l  o u t  punishment a s  soon a s  poss ib le ,  

I n  add i t i on ,  a s  a means o f  impressing h i s  Mexican h e l p e r s  and 

a s  a warning t o  any t h a t  might t h i n k  o f  g e t t i n g  tough, from 

t i m e  t o  t ime M r .  Wilson would have one o f  t h e  cowboys r e l e a s e  

a coyote  from a t r a p  and then Wilson would shoot t h e  animal 

a f t e r  pe rmi t t i ng  it  t o  run f o r  some d is tance .  16 

Most o f  t h e  l o s s  o f  l i v e s t o c k  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  Wilson Ranch 

was from preda tory  animals. This  conclusion i s  der ived  from t h e  

wi tness  o f  many o f  t h e  people  who have l i v e d  i n  and ranched 

i n  t h e  Big Bend area .  For example, Mrs. I r a  Hector says ,  "There 

w i l l  never be any freedom from w i l d l i f e  u n t i l  t h e  pan thers  a r e  

k i l l e d .  The ranchers  organized a 'Panther  Club' and pa id  $25 

f o r  each panther  k i l l e d , "  Then i n  an undated l e t t e r  from Homer 

Wilson t o  Wayne R. Car t ledge,  M r .  Wilson says ,  "Mr.  Graves i s  

a good t r appe r  and I would a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  you would l e t  him 

c l ean  ou t  t h e  coyotes  i n  your country  a s  they  keep coming under 

my fence." M r s .  Dorothy Burnam Bibb says ,  ''He ( h e r  f a t h e r )  

t rapped them ( p r e d a t o r s )  and sho t  pan thers ,  etc. if he  could 

16. Interview,  Homer M. Wilson, Jr., September 14,  1967. 



f i n d  them." Ross Maxwell, onetime super intendent  o f  t h e  Big 

Bend Nat iona l  Park,  i n  a r ecen t  l e t t e r  da t ed  November 1, 1967, 

says ,  "Homer had a more o r  l e s s  panther-proof fence i n  t h e  

mountains . . . The fence was not  panther-proof bu t  i t  helped. 

Homer a l s o  kept t r a p s  set i n  a r royos ,  a long t h e  t r a i l s ,  and i n  

p l a c e s  f requented  by t h e  c a t s .  He caught 40 o r  more, seems l i k e  

48 t o  m e ,  from 1929 t o  1944." Then i n  1943, M r .  G, We F u l l e r ,  

member of  t h e  Brewster County Dra f t  Board, i n  a l e t t e r  addressed 

t o  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  of t h e  Amarillo A i r  F i e l d  i n  which he 

was seeking t o  g e t  Jack  Ward, a nephew of  Homer Wilson 's ,  re -  

l e a sed  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  says,  "Furthermore t h i s  ranch 

i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Chisos Mountains a r e a  which i s  a rugged country  

and i s  i n f e s t e d  with wild  animals which cause damage t o  s tock ,"  

M r .  Wilson, i n  an e f f o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  l i v e s t o c k  from t h e  

p reda to r s ,  cons t ruc t ed  "more o r  l e s s "  panther-proof fences  i n  

t h e  mountain a r e a ,  and had wolf-proof f ences  throughout t h e  

a r e a  where f ences  were constructed.  In  a d d i t i o n  he s e t  many 

t r a p s  along t h e  fences  where preda tory  animals were prone t o  

e n t e r  and along t h e  t r a i l s  used by the se  animals. To make these  

t r a p s  e f f e c t i v e  he had them run every day by t r a i n e d  and exper i -  

enced fence  r i d e r s .  M r .  Wilson a l s o  s e t  t r a p s  on high c l i f f s  

and p r e c i p i c e s  where hawks and e a g l e s  w e r e  accustomed t o  l i g h t ,  



I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he  made ex t ens ive  use  o f  poison capsu l e s  which were 

c a r e f u l l y  placed where p reda to r s  made t h e i r  more f r equen t  v i s i t s .  17 

H a r r i s  Smith sums up t h e  problem o f  l o s s e s  i n  t h e  fol lowing words, 

"Ranching was hazardous i n  t h e  e a r l y  days, f e w  l a s t e d  too  long. 

Financing,  l o s s e s  from wi ld  animals,  drouth,  t h i e v e r y  and low 

p r i c e s  took t h e i r  t o l l .  "I8 

THE RANGE AND LIVESTOCK FEEDING 

The Oak Canyon-Blue Creek Ranch r a r e l y  found i t  necessary  

t o  provide e x t r a  f e e d  f o r  t h e  l i ve s tock .  Wilson had an e x c e l l e n t  

range f o r  r a i s i n g  sheep and goa ts ,  and h i s  major problem was one 

of e f f e c t i v e l y  using t h e  range by jud i c ious ly  tending h i s  he rds  

so  t h a t  they der ived  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  b e n e f i t  from t h e  na- 

t i v e  vege ta t ion ,  During a few o f  t h e  dryer  years  he  made some 

use  o f  h i s  own so t01  p l a n t s ;  however, t h i s  was i n  f r equen t  and of 

l i t t l e  consequence dur ing t h e  f i f t e e n  yea r s  o f  h i s  opera t ion  of 

t h e  ranch. This  s i t u a t i o n  was assured  by c a r e f u l  use  of h i s  

range and a d e f i n i t e  po l i cy  o f  no t  overs tocking t h e  ranch. A s  

a  mat te r  o f  f a c t ,  on a number o f  occas ions  dur ing t h e  1930s. 

17, I b i d ;  Interview,  M r s .  Sam R. Na i l ,  October 24, 1967; 
Ross A. Maxwell t o  C l i f f o r d  B. Casey, November 1, 1967. 

18. Interview,  H a r r i s  S. Smith, December 28, 1966. 



he pas tu red  l i v e s t o c k  f o r  neighboring ranchmen whose ranges  were 

unable t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  stock.  
19 

TRAIVSPORTNTION AND LIVESTOCK MARKETING 
AND RRNCH SUPPLIES 

By t h e  t i m e  M r .  Wilson en t e r ed  t h e  Big Bend Country t h e  

country  roads  t o  Alpine and t o  Marathon were i n  good condi t ion  

f o r  d i r t  roads ,  and they  were w e l l  maintained by t h e  county road 

crews, I n  add'tion, by t h i s  time l a r g e r  t r u c k s  were a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  l i v e s t o c k  from one p l a c e  t o  another ,  

Also, well-equipped shear ing crews were a v a i l a b l e  on a  well  

worked ou t  schedule which was agreed upon and accep tab le  t o  t h e  

ranchmen. Consequently, M r ,  Wilson experienced l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  

r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and marketing of  h i s  l i v e s t o c k  

and t h e  c l i p s  o f  wool and mohair. 20 The only worry t h a t  Wilson 

had r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  marketing of  h i s  products  was t h e  low p r i c e  

which he o f t e n  had t o  t a k e  a s  he found i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  ho ld  

f o r  b e t t e r  p r ices .  M r ,  Wilson disposed o f  most o f  h i s  wool, 

mohair and o t h e r  ranch produc ts  through t h e  Producers Wool and 

19, Account Record Book, R. L, Car t ledge ,  1933; Homer 
Wilson t o  Wayne R. Car t ledge ,  June 21, 1932, 

20. In te rv iew,  Wayne R. Car t ledge ,  June 21, 1967; Bergins 
( M r s .  Homer) Wilson t o  G. T. Sar twel le ,  March 23, 1944, 



Mohair Company, Del Rio, Texas. 21 Likewise, he  secured much 

of h i s  ranch supp l i e s  through t h e  Del Rio Wool and c oh air Company. 

Other supp l i e s ,  g r o c e r i e s  and t h e  l i k e ,  he purchased a t  Marathon, 

Alpine,  and t h e  La Harmonia S t o r e  a t  Castolon,  

EDUCATION OF THE CHILDRFJV AND OTHER PROBLEMS 

Brewster County maintained fou r  elementary schools  i n  t h e  

lower Big Bend dur ing t h e  f i rs t  t h i r d  of  t h e  cen tury ;  one a t  

t h e  Dugout, e a s t  of t h e  Chisos Mountains, another  a t  Castolon 

along t h e  Rio Grande, t h e  t h i r d  a t  Ter l ingua ,  west o f  t h e  Chisos ,  

and one south of Persimmon Gap near  Cooper 's  S tore .  The ranchers  

i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Oak Canyon-Blue Creek a r e a  found each of 

t h e s e  schools  too  f a r  away and thus  a t tempted t o  meet t h e  

elementary school needs o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  home, M r s ,  Char les  

Burnam had been a t eacher  i n  S t ,  Paul ,  Minnesota, so  she taught  

her  c h i l d r e n  t he  work of  t h e  elementary grades  i n  he r  home. 

La t e r  they r en t ed  a house i n  Alpine and s e n t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  

secondary school and then t o  Su l  Ross College. M r ,  and M r s .  

Sam Nai l  employed a p r i v a t e  t e ache r ,  M i s s  F lorence Pope, who 

l i v e d  with them a t  t h e  ranch and taught  t h e  ch i ld ren .  M i s s  Pope 

moved t o  Oak Canyon i n  1977-38 a s  a governess for P a t r i c i a  who 

was i n  t h e  f i r s t  grade a t  t h i s  time, When Homer was about seven, 

21. Brewster County Deed Records, Vol, 95, 83; Hones Wilson 
t o  Wayne R. Car t ledge ,  October 23, 1933 



M i s s  M a r n r n i e  Broy les  l i v e d  a t  t h e  ranch f o r  a  v e r y  s h o r t  time as 

a t e a c h e r  f o r  him. I n  1938, M r s .  Wilson moved i n t o  Alpine  

dur ing t h e  schoo l  t e r m  f o r  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  going t o  

Del Rio, Texas,  ( i n  1945) where t h e  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r e d  and complete(  

secondary school ,  22 

M r ,  Wilson, l i k e  most ranchmen w i t h  f a v o r a b l e  hun t ing  ranges ,  

had t h e  b o t h e r  o f  d e e r  h u n t e r s  dur ing  t h e  hun t ing  season  each 

year ,  Some of Mr, Wilson ' s  r e l a t i v e s  and c l o s e  f r i e n d s  hunted 

on t h e  range i n  t h e  Chisos  and t h e  Blue Creek area each year ,  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  u s u a l l y  had a dozen o r  s o  "pay" h u n t e r s  each o f  

which was charged $25 f o r  permiss ion t o  hunt  on t h e  Wilson Ranch. 

These h u n t e r s  produced t h r e e  o r  f o u r  hundred d o l l a r s  o f  revenue 

f o r  t h e  ranch each year ,  However, t h e y  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  

more t r o u b l e  t h a n  t h e y  were worth i n  d o l l a r s  and c e n t s ,  and  i n  

1941 M r .  Wilson r e f e r r e d  t h o s e  seek ing  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  hunt  on 

h i s  ranch t o  Gene C a r t l e d y e  and h i s  Mule Ear Ranch Hunting Pre-  

serve .  23 

22, In te rv iew,  Dorothy Burnam Bibb, June 26, 1967; I n t e r -  
view, M r s ,  Sam R. N a i l ,  A p r i l  13, 1967; I n t e r v i e w  Homer Wilson, 
Jr , ,  September 14,  1967, 

23. Homer Wilson t o  Gene C a r t l e d g e ,  November 10, 1941, 



CHAPTER V I  

THE END OF RANCHING I N  THE B I G  BEND PARK AREA 

THE BIG B m D  PARK PROJECT 

I n  1899, Robert  T. H i l l ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  Texas geology,  made 

a  f l o a t  t r i p  down t h e  Rio Grande from P r e s i d i o ,  Texas, through 

t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  o f  t h e  Big Bend Country  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Del 

Rio, Texas, Two y e a r s  l a t e r  ( i n  1901) t h e  Century  Magazine 

c a r r i e d  h i s  accoun t  o f  t h i s  t r i p  under t h e  t i t l e  "Running t h e  

~a; ;bns o f  t h e  Rio Grande, i n  which he s a y s ,  "Every a s p e c t  o f  

t h e  Big  Bend Country-- landscape ,  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  r o c k s ,  and veg- 

e t a t i o n - - i s  weird  and  s t r a n g e  and o f  a  t y p e  u n f a m i l i a r  t o  t h e  

i n h a b i t a n t s  of c i v i l i z e d  lands ."  T h i s  a r t i c l e ,  w i t h  D r .  H i l l ' s  

g r a p h i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  i t s  canyons and t h e  a d j a c e n t  

mountains,  c r e a t e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Rig Bend Country,  

I t  was more than  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  however, b e f o r e  t h e  a r t i c l e  

b o r e  r e a l  f r u i t .  I n  February  o f  1933, d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  weeks 

o f  t h e  f o r t y - t h i r d  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Texas L e g i s l a t u r e ,  Rep- 

r e s e n t a t i v e  R ,  N o  (Bob) Wagstaff o f  Abi l ene ,  Texas, r e a d  t h e  

a r t i c l e ,  With much exi tement  h e  came t o  t h e  desk of  t h e  Honorable 

E. E, Townsend, a l s o  a  member o f  t h e  Texas Hous2 o f  t h e  Represen- 

t a t i v e s ,  and p l a c e d  b e f o r e  him a  copy of Century Ma~rn7inc  opened 



a t  t h e  H i l l  a r t i c l e ,  and s a i d ,  llSay, Townsend, i s  t h i s  au then t i c?  

Is t h e  Big Bend Country a c t u a l l y  anything l i k e  t h i s ? "  

M r .  Townsend r e p l i e d ,  "Sure, i t ' s  l i k e  t h a t ,  only more so. 

You w i l l  have t o  go s ee  it f o r  yourself  be fo re  you can r e a l l y  

a p p r e c i a t e  what ' s  t he re ,  N o  one can adequately  desc r ibe  it." 

Wagstaff r e p l i e d ,  "Then why don ' t  you do something about 

i t ?  If i t ' s  even h a l f  a s  good a s  t h i s  guy says  it is, you've 

go t  t h e  making of one o f  t h e  grandest  parks  i n  t h e  nation." 

Th i s  conversat ion between t h e  Honorable E. E. Townsend and 

Represen ta t ive  R. M. Wagstaff r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  i n t roduc t ion  of 

House B i l l  771 by Wagstaff and Townsend which c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  "Texas Canyons S t a t e  Park, 'I and i n  add i t i on ,  

for  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of f i f t e e n  s e c t i o n s  of  pub l i c  school l ands  i n  

t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Santa Elena,  Mariscal ,  and Boqui l las  Canyons t o  

t h e  Texas S t a t e  Parks  Board f o r  park purposes. The b i l l  was 

passed by bo th  houses o f  t h e  Leg i s l a tu re  and approved by Gov- 

ernor  Miriam A. Gerguson, May 27, 1933. Widespread i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h e  pa rk  p r o j e c t  r e s u l t e d  i n  an enlargement o f  t h e  program, 

and i n  a  c a l l e d  sess ion  o f  t h e  Texas L e g i s l a t u r e  September 1933, 

1. Interview,  E. E. Townsend, .Apri l  1948, 

2. C l i f f o r d  B. Casey, "The Big Bend Nat ional  Park," West 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l  and S c i e n t i f i c  Soc ie ty  Pub l i ca t i on ,  No. 13, 

30-31. 



b i l l s  were in t roduced  and passed which provided f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  

o f  a l l  unsold pub l i c  school l ands  i n  B r e w s t e r  County south o f  

l a t i t u d e  29 degrees  and 25 minutes t o  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  park  purposes,  

and f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  a l l  de l inquent  t a x  l ands  wi th in  t h e  same 

a rea ,  which had been o r  might h e r e a f t e r  b e  s o l d  f o r  t axes ,  t o  

t h e  s t a t e  f o r  park  purposes. This  a c t ,  approved by t h e  Governor 

on October 27, 1933, used t he  t i t l e  "Big Bend S t a t e  Park" i n s t e a d  

of  us ing t h e  term "Canyons S t a t e  Park," however. 

In  t h e  meantime, a l l  p a r t i e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  Big Bend Park 

p r o j e c t  tu rned  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  secure  t h e  enactment of l eg-  

i s l a t i o n  by t h e  Congress o f  t he  United S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  i nc lu s ion  

of  t h e  Big Bend Park i n  t h e  Nat ional  Park System. On March 1, 

1935, i d e n t i c a l  b i l l s  were in t roduced  i n  bo th  houses o f  t h e  Con- 

g r e s s  by Sena tors  Sheppard and Connally and Representati-ve 

Thomason t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Big Bend Nat ional  Park i n  Texas, such 

es tabl ishment  t o  become e f f e c t i v e  when l ands  of  t h a t  a r e a  were 

deeded t o  t h e  Federal  ~ove rnmen t  . 
The a c t  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Congress, i n  a  d e f i n i t e  sense,  

was only an enabl ing a c t .  Thus t h e  es tab l i shment  and c r e a t i o n  

of a Big Bend Nat ional  Park were cont ingent  on favorab le  a c t i o n  

by t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas i n  acqui r ing  and d e l i v e r i n g  t o  t h e  Federal  

3 .  Dal l a s  Morning News, Apr i l  27, 1935, and October 17,  
1935, 



Government i n  a r e a  which would meet t h e  s tandards  of  t h e  Nat ional  

Park Service .  Considerable  d i f f i c u l t y  a r o s e  and it was no t  u n t i l  

Ju ly  of 1941 t h a t  Governor O'Daniel of t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas ap- 

proved a b i l l  which app rec i a t ed  $1,500,000 t o  purchase p r i v a t e l y  

owned lands  w i th in  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  proposed Big Bend Nat ional  

Park, Under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h i s  a c t  t h e  Texas S t a t e  Parks  

Board organized t h e  Big Bend Land Department with o f f i c e s  a t  

Alpine,  Texas, w i t h  t h e  necessary s t a f f  t o  l o c a t e ,  appra i se ,  and 

purchase such p r i v a t e l y  owned lands  wi th in  a des igna ted  a r e a  

which had been prev ious ly  p re sc r ibed  by t h e  Nat ional  Park S e r v i c ~  

On September 1, 1941, t h e  Big Bend Land Department opened i t s  

o f f i c e  i n  Alpine and began t h e  program of l and  acqu i s i t i on .  

Some delay and a c e r t a i n  amount o f  unce r t a in ty  developed when 

S t a t e  Represen ta t ive  A, H. King of Throckmorton, Texas, f i l e d  

an i n junc t ion  en jo in ing  t h e  s t a t e  comptrol ler  from paying ou t  

t h e  $1,500,000 which had been appropr ia ted  by t h e  Leg i s l a tu re .  

On February 4, 1942, however, t h e  S t a t e  Supreme Court r u l e d  

a g a i n s t  King and h i s  i n junc t ion  s u i t ,  And on September 19, 1942 

t h e  Land Department's Alpine o f f i c e  was c lo sed  s ince  a l l  bu t  

about twenty s e c t i o n s  within  t he  proposed a r e a  had been acquired 

The Nat ional  Park Service ,  through M. R ,  T i l l o t s o n ,  regiona 

d i r e c t o r ,  Region Three of t h e  Nat ional  Park Serv ice ,  o f f i c i a l l y  

4. Casey, op. c i t , ,  39-40, 



accepted a  deed t o  t h e  land  from t h e  Honorable Coke Stephenson, 

Governor of t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas, a t  ceremonies he ld  a t  Sul  Rose 

S t a t e  Col lege on September 5 ,  1 9 4 3 , ~  However, i t  was not  u n t i l  

June 12, 1944, t h a t  Big Bend Nat ional  Park was o f f i c i a l l y  e s -  

t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  twenty-seventh Nat ional  Park, The a r e a  involved 

contained 707,895 a c r e s  and made t h e  Big Bend Nat ional  Park  t h e  

s i x t h  l a r g e s t  park of t h e  Nat ional  Park System. The deed from 

t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texa.s had included a l l  bu t  something over s i x t e e n  

thousand of t h e  t o t a l  acreage included i n  t h e  park which was 

subsequently acqui red  by the  Federa l  government, 

REACTION OF RANCHES TO THE PARK PROJECT 

No two of t h e  people who l i v e d  and ranched i n  t h e  Big Bend 

Country looked upon and thought o f  t h e  Big Bend p r o j e c t  from 

t h e  same viewpoint, Each was i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  with  

d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s ,  o b l i g a t i o n s  and t ies  t o  t h e  land,  Thus, 

a s  may be  expected,  t h e r e  was a  wide range of  r eac t i on  on t h e  

p a r t  of t h e  landowners a s  t h e  park  p r o j e c t  developed dur ing t h e  

years  from 1933 u n t i l  t en  years  l a t e r  i n  September of 1943, when 

t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas de l i ve red  a  deed f o r  t h e  l and  t o  t h e  Federa l  

Government, Many nonresident  owners had he ld  t i t l e  t o  l and  i n  

5. Alpine Avalanche, September 10,  1.943, 

6, Annual Report, Di rec tor  o f  t h e  Nat ional  Park Serv ice ,  
June 30, 1944, 223-224. 



t h e  Big Bend f o r  as much a s  f i f t y  y e a r s  and more and had neve. 

d e r i v e d  any c a s h  r e t u r n s  from such ownership. S t i l l  t h e y  had 

p a i d  t a x e s  on t h e  l a n d  f o r  a l l  o f  t h o s e  years , ,  For t h e  most 

p a r t  p e o p l e s  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  w e r e  v e r y  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h e  prc 

s p e c t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  buying t h e i r  l a n d ,  T h i s ,  however, was n o t  

u n i v e r s a l l y  t r u e ,  One woman, f o r  example, i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  

Governor o f  Texas s a i d :  " W e  a r e  o f f e r e d  $30 f o r  twenty a c r e s .  

We t r a d e d  s i x t y  a c r e s  i n  E a s t  Texas on which t h e r e  was t imber  

worth more t h a n  $300 f o r  t h i s  l a n d ,  C a n ' t  you g i v e  us  a t  l e a  

$50 it seems u n f a i r  t o  m e , l y 7  On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h o s e  who a c t  

owned and l i v e d  on t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  Big Bend Country had come 

t o  l o v e  it a s  t h e i r  home, and t h u s  t h e r e  w e r e  mixed r e a c t i o n s  

on t h e i r  p a r t  a s  t h e y  gave c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  pa rk  p r o j e c t  

and t h e  fact t h a t  t h e y  would have t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  homes and 

r e l o c a t e  e lsewhere ,  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h e y  were i n  t h e  a r e a  

because  t h e y  loved  t h e  mountains,  t h e  d e s e r t ,  and t h e  wide-opt 

spaces ,  Sure ,  it  w a s  l o n e l y  a t  t i m e s ,  and t h e y  had experiencl  

many h a r d s h i p s ,  b u t  on t h e  whole t h e y  w e r e  happy and loved  thl 

l a n d  and l i f e  w e l l  away from t h e  h u s t l e  and b u s t l e  o f  t h e  mor~ 

conges ted  a r e a s ,  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  r e a c t i o n s ,  however, most 

o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Big Bend were happy t o  s e e  t h e i r  be loved  

7. M r s ,  H, J. Green t o  Governor o f  Texas, March 9 ,  1942 
H, W. Wiedermann t o  Gene C a r t l e d g e ,  January  20, 1942, 



a  made a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l  t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  through 

agency o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Pa rk  Serv ice .  

There wore t h o s e ,  however, who were opposed t o  t h e  i d e a  of 

n ing  up t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  d e s c r a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  though t -  

s p u b l i c .  One woman who l i v e d  i n  t h e  Oak Canyon a r e a  had 

s t o  say :  "1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  beau ty  and w i l d e r n e s s  would b e  

ned wi th  t o u r i s t s  j u s t  looking and n o t  r e a l l y  l o v i n g  t h e  

n t r y , "  Another h a s  responded a s  f o l l o w s :  "Ranchers a t  

st w e r e  sympathet ic  t o  t h c  park  movement, b u t  a f t e r  t h e y  were 

ced  t o  s e l l  a s  t h e y  were t h e y  f e l t  d i f f e r e n t l y . 1 1 9  M r s ,  I r a  

t o r ,  i n  a l e t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  t o  James Anderson l a t e  i n  1965 i n  

l y i n g  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  a s  how s h e  f e l t  abou t  t h e  p a r k  p r o j e c t ,  

t h i s  t o  s a y :  "The man who gave h i s  l a n d ,  home, and occupa- 

n and moved o u t  should  b e  p a i d  a  pen t ion  [ p e n s i o n ]  from t h e  

2nue rece ived ,  W e  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t r e a t e d  f a i r l y .  W e  w e r e  

zed t o  g i v e  up our  l a n d s  e a r l y  and never  r e c e i v e d  a l l  w e  

2 promised,"  Another landowner o f  t h e  a r e a  responded t h u s l y :  

t h a t  t ime I f e l t  t h e  p r i c e  was f a i r  and e q u i t a b l e ,  I f e l t  

#as  b e t t e r  t o  s e l l  t h a n  t o  w a i t  and have a  board  s e t  an 

Luation on t h e  l and ,  because  a board  would have been made 

8 ,  I n t ~ r v i e i v ,  Dorothy Burnam Bidd,  J u n e  26, 1967, 

9 ,  Julia N a i l  Moss t o  James G.  Anderson, February  13 ,  1966. 



up o f  men from Alp ine  and  Marathon and t h e y  wanted t h e  pa rk ,  

Looking back,  I t h i n k  t h e  l a n d  was worth much more t h a n  was pa: 

f o r  i t . " l O  A r e sponse  i n  a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  t o n e  and w i t h  

mixed f e e l i n g s  f o l l o w s :  "I do know t h a t  I f e l t  v e r y  s a d  t o  see 

t h e  o l d  r anches  l i k e  t h e  Burnam Ranch d e s e r t e d  and e v e n t u a l l y  

t o r n  down ( t h e  Oak Canyon Ranch house ) .  Peop le  were happy on 

t h o s e  ranches  and d i d  n o t  g e t  enough f o r  t h e i r  l a n d  t o  purchasc 

e l sewhere  .... The o l d e r  ~nembers o f  t h e  f ami ly  ( F u l c h e r )  f e l t  

r e s e n t f u l ,  b u t  I t o l d  them t h e y  were s e l f i s h . . . . I  a m  proud of 

t h e  p a r k  and e n j o y  i t  immensely. "11 

To sum up t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  r ancher  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  p a r k  p r o j  

one may q u o t e  from t h e  summary r e p o r t  of Eugene Thompson, c h i e f  

a p p r a i s e r  i n  cha rge  o f  t h e  l a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n  program f o r  t h e  Tex 

P a r k s  Board, i n  which h e  says: "Many o f  t h e  r a n c h e r s  l i v i n g  i n  

t h e  a r e a  and making t h e i r  l i v i n g  from t h e  l a n d  may n o t  have bee  

p a i d  i t s  t r u e  value>, b u t  t o  t h e i r  e v e r l a s t i n g  c r e d i t  i t  must 

b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  unanimously a c c e p t e d  o u r  e v a l u a t i o n  and d i s -  

t r i b u t i o n  o f  a v a i l a b l e  f u n d s  a s  e q u i t a b l e ,  To t h i s  group w e  

g i v e  thanks ,  "I2 Also ,  i n  September o f  1944, t h e  Alp ine  Chamber 

10. Wayne R ,  C a r t l e d g e  t o  James G, Anderson, August 6,  19( 

11. E l v i e  ( F u l c h e r )  Will iams t o  James G. Anderson, August 
1965. 

12, Eugene Thompson, Summary Repor t  o f  Big Bend Land A c q u i  
s i t i o n  Program, F i l e  #1, 4;  E l  Paso H e r a l d  P o s t ,  September 8 ,  1 5  



of Commerce p u b l i s h e d  3. s m a l l  l e a f l e t  c a l l e d  t h e  "Big Bend-Davis 

Mountain Round-up, " i n  which we f i n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : "The N a t i o n a l  

P a r k  S e r v i c e  r u l e s  t h a t  accord ing  t o  s a l e s  c o n t r a c t s  a l l  l i v e s t o c k  

w i l l  b e  removed from t h e  a r e a  by January  1, 1945. Many peop le  

who went i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and c a r v e d  o u t  homes w i l l  f i n d  i t  ext remely  

h a r d  t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  p l a c e s  and look  f o r  new l o c a t i o n s ,  These 

ranchmen d e s e r v e  eve ry  b i t  o f  h e l p  p o s s i b l e  from peop le  i n  making 

t h e i r  move e a s i e r ,  "I3 

ACQUIRING THE LAND BY THE STATE 
AND CLOSING OUT OF THE RANCHES 

On August 1-1, 1941, t h e  Texas S t a t e  P a r k s  Board o rgan ized  

t h e  Big Bend Land Department, w i t h  Frank D o  Quinn,  e x e c u t i v e  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Texas S t a t e  P a r k s  Board, a s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  

and E. E. Townsend, a s s o c i a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  Eugene Thompson, 

Breckenr idge ,  Texas,  was named c h i e f  a p p r a i s e r ,  These men had 

t h e  a i d  o f  a  l e g a l  s t a f f ,  t a x  s p e c i a l i s t ,  and o t h e r  a s s i s t a n t s  

t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  program o f  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e l y  

owned l a n d s  wi th i -n  t h e  a r e a  which t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  had 

p r e v i o u s l y  approved f o r  t h e  proposed Big  Bend N a t i o n a l  Park ,  

The Big  Bend Land Department opened i t s  o f f i c e  i n  Alpine ,  Texas, 

September 1, 1941, and on December 2 ,  1941, t h e y  made a r e p o r t  

13 ,  Rrewster  County Chamber o f  Commerce, "Big Bend-Davis 
Mountain Round-up," 2, 



t o  t h e  S t a t e  P a r k s  Board i n  which t h e y  l i s t e d  2,354 landowners 

w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  i n v o l v i n g  a t o t a l  o f  777,718,18 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  

w i t h  an e s t i m a t e d  a p p r a i s a l  v a l u e  o f  $1,486,315,24. The Board 

had a t  i t s  d i s p o s a l  o n l y  $1,500,000, which would mean t h a t  t h e y  

had l i t t l e  room f o r  e x t r a  o r  unexpected expenses and d e l a y s  i n  

t h e  program. Consequently,  t h e  Na t iona l  Pa rk  S e r v i c e  was re- 

q u e s t e d  t o  a g r e e  t o  a c c e p t  T i t l e  Insurance  i n  l i e u  o f  t i t l e  

o p i n i o n s  b a s e d  on a b s t r a c t s  on a l l  p r i v a t e l y  owned l a n d s ,  and 

t o  a c c e p t  C e r t i f i c a t e s  of  F a c t  from t h e  Texas l a n d  commissioner 

on a l l  l a n d s  a c q u i r e d  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  s t a t e  of Texas. Ranch- 

ers were p e r m i t t e d  t h r e e  y e a r ' s  f r e e  g r a z i n g  on t h e i r  former 

h o l d i n g s  a f t e r  purchase  i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  them time t o  r e l o c a t e  

and  move t h e i r  s t o c k ,  a l s o  t o  permi t  landowners t o  remove improv 

ments n o t  enumerated a s  purchased,  and l a s t l y  t o  pe rmi t  t h e  Big 

Bend Land Department t o  make minor ad jus tmen t s  i n  t h e  boundary 

o f  t h e  p a r k  where found t o  b e  p r a c t i c a b l e  and advantageous  t o  

t h e  s u c c e s s  and r a p i d  c l o s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  purchase  program, The 

N a t i o n a l  Pa rk  S e r v i c e  a g r e e d  t o  each o f  t h e s e  r e q u e s t s ,  t h u s  

add ing  a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  program, 

The s t a t e  p r e s s  from a l l  t h e  major and many minor c i t i e s  

o f  t h e  state gave wide p u b l i c i t y  t o  t h e  l a n d  purchase  program 

and t h i s  made it e v i d e n t  t o  t h e  landowners t h a t  t h e  p a r k  p r o j e c t  

was d e s t i n e d  t o  succeed. A s  a r e s u l t  most o f  t h e  landowners 



cooperated wel l  and the  land purchase program progressed rap id ly .  

The Big Bend Land Department f a i l e d  t o  reach an agreement i n  p r i c e  

with only two people,  both nonresident  owners f o r  a t o t a l  of 

only 840 acres .  

The a c t u a l  purchase o f  l and  d i d  not begin u n t i l  February 1942, 

but  by September 30, 1942, t h e  Big Bend Land Department o f f i c e s  

i n  Alpine were closed.  On November 2, 1942, a f i n a l  r e p o r t  was 

made t o  t h e  S t a t e  Parks  Board which l i s t e d  20 s e c t i o n s  o f  l and  

wi th in  t h e  park  boundary which had not  been purchased due t o  

t h e  l a c k  of funds,  l4 

No f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  were made by t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas t o  pur-  

chase t h e  remaining lands  i n  t h e  a r e a  des igna ted  a s  t h e  Big Bend 

Nat ional  Park u n t i l  1947, I n  t h a t  year t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  appropr ia ted  

an a d d i t i o n a l  $12,000 t o  purchase remaining lands ,  In  a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  Big Bend Park Associat ion,  a p r i v a t e  nonpro f i t  o rgan iza t ion ,  

donated $3,000, With t he se  funds and by the exchange of  t h e  

state-owned s e c t i o n s  ou t s ide  t h e  park boundary, M r .  Eugene Thompson, 

t h e  former admin i s t r a to r  of t he  Big Bend Land Department, ac-  

qu i red  an a d d i t i o n a l  7,680 a c r e s  o f  l and ,  which was deeded t o  

t h e  Federal  ~overnment .  l5 Since t h a t  t ime t h e  Federal  Government 

has  purchased a l l  remaining l ands  wi th in  the  des igna ted  area .  

14. Thompson, op. c i t , ,  F i l e  #1, 1-6. 

15. I b i d o ,  7, 



On May 25,  1942, t h e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  s a l e  of t h e  Wilson 

Ranch t o  t h e  S t a t e  P a r k s  Board was completed, I n  accordance  w i .  

t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  purchase  program, M r ,  Wilson was g iven  u n t i :  

J anuary  1, 1945, t o  remove h i s  s t o c k  and  r e l o c a t e  e lsewhere .  11 

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s a l e s  c o n t r a c t  p rov ided  f o r  f r e e  g r a z i n g  privi3.egc 

on t h e  l a n d  p r e v i o u s l y  owned u n t i l  such t ime  t h a t  h e  removed hi2 

l i v e s t o c k  under t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  1 6  

I n  t h e  l a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n  program o f  t h e  Big Bend Land Deparl 

ment, a  p o l i c y  o f  l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was developed a s  a  b a s i s  

of de termining p r i c e s  t o  b e  p a i d  f o r  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a ,  The 

scheme developed under t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  p o l i c y  was a s  fo l lows 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  I. Very poor  t o  b e  v a l u e d  a t  $1 p e r  
a c r e .  

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  11, Poor t o  be  v a l u e d  a t  $1.50 p e r  
a c r e ,  

C a l s s i f i c a t i o n  111. F a i r  t o  b e  v a l u e d  a t  $2 p e r  a c r e  
( h i l l  c o u n t r y  n e a r  mounta ins) .  

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  I V .  Good t o  b e  va lued  a t  $2 p l u s  pe r  
a c r e  (Ch i sos  Mountain a r e a ) ,  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a p p r a i s a l  committee o f  t h e  Big  Bend Land De-  

par tment  o f  t h e  S t a t e  P a r k s  Board took  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  

t y p e  and c o n d i t i o n  o f  improvements on t h e  l a n d  i n  de termining 

t h e  p r i c e  t o  b e  p a i d  t o  each ranchman. A l l  o f  t h e  Wilson Ranch 

was a p p r a i s e d  a s  coming w i t h i n  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  I11 and I V .  Due 

t o  t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  and t h e  t y p e  and c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  i.mprovc 

16,  Brewster  County Deed Records, Vol, 99, 423; Thompson, 
op. c i t ,  , F i l e  # 1, 3, 



on t h e  ranch,  K r ,  Wilson rece ived  an average of almost $5 per  

a c r e  f o r  h i s  land. H e  owned something over twenty-eight thousand 

a c r e s  and rece ived  $137,376,06, l7 

Even though M r ,  Wilson was given u n t i l  January 1, 1945, t o  

remove and r e l o c a t e  h i s  l i ve s tock ,  he d i d  no t  complete t h e  t a s k  

because of h i s  dea th  i n  J u l y  of 1943. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  M r s .  Wilson, 

with t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of a nephew, Jack  Ward, terminated t h e  ranch- 

ing a f f a i r s  of t h e  Wilson Ranch wi th in  t h e  time a l l o t t e d  by t h e  

s a l e s  c o n t r a c t ,  
18  

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I N  THE AREA 

One of  t h e  major long-range p o l i c i e s  of t h e  Nat ional  Park 

Serv ice  has  been t o  secure  and maintain,  a s  near  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  

t h e i r  n a t i v e  s t a t e ,  a r e a s  which possess  s u p e r l a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

i n  f i e l d s  of scenery,  n a t u r a l  sc ience,  and h i s to ry ,  The scenery 

of t h e  Big Bend Country was e a r l y  eva lua ted  by s p e c i a l  committees 

represen t ing  t h e  Nat ional  Park Se rv i ce  a s  having those  super-  

l a t i v e  and unusual c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which would j u s t i f y  i ts  being 

set a s i d e  a s  an a r e a  worthy of  being maintained a s  an ou ts tanding  

n a t i o n a l  a t t r a c t i o n  " for  t h e  b e n e f i t  and enjoyment of t h e  people." 

18, Interview,  Homer Wilson, Jr, ,  September 14, 1967, and 
October 13,  1967, 



I n  t h e  annual r epo r t  of the d i r e c t o r  of l:he Nat ional  Park Servic 

f o r  /> ,A;  onding June  30, 1944, we f i n d  t h e  fol lowing : 

Big Bend National Park des~?rve$ the p lace  i t  
has  bet211 ,g1rai.7t ed j.!rt>i3.g the  j?r i.nary a:-ea 5 :,f 
tire N z i t i f 3 ! 1 a l  Pa rk  Sya t . 3 : ~ .  I t  e:nbza,zes a 
r e g  ion 3f e l u s l v ?  : 'east in13 c&xwin and a ~ r e s t -  
ing sc~-.:~t.cy. Plz:rpe:-~d.i.-,i.ilar.. j o c j t r s  c:.ec'.t ily 
t lr ts  C;rln:d..? .i,lij zhci S:\,I';.?, ;31,2:.ia :i:7d 

Boqui l las  Canyons are sharp c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
co3l  f o r e s t e d  s lopes  and summits of t h e  
Cnisos o r  "Gh<is i ; "  I4ountai.n~ %hat  r ;sc .3?3;lve 
t h e  a r i d  p l a in ,  Human h i s t o r y ,  r a r e  wild- 
l i f e  spec i e s ,  m3xntai.n arff .%?sort; .>lant; 
l i f e ,  an13 the? lr cox5irn,it ton i n  natural .  s:3t- 

t i n g s  make it "a b i o l o g i c a l  i s l a r 3  i n  ax 
e:cp3;? se of desc?~: t " Thi?. pl~.aml>i~.l t  purpose 
o.f t:.le ua-t ir>,la?. p;i;-k o i i r ; t  *:,e 1'113 prese r -  
v s t l o , ~ ' : , f  i t s  \7.3:34 !ui.lds?cness as an i n -  
s p i r i n g  " l a s t  f r o n t i e r "  on our southern 
50 r i l c ?  r . 19 

S2.:lce t';lc es+,al>lis?rfnc.~-It of t h ~ ?  Big Bc1113 N a t i o ~ a l  Park, i t  

has hi.c:l t i l l ?  b a s i c  p13licy ~f t h e  Park Szrv ice  t-:, r e s t o r e  and pr 

se rve  t h e  p l a n t  and animal l i f e  of t h e  a r e a  a s  n e a r l y  a s  poss ib  

t o  i t s  . ) r ;g l t l l?  n l t l ~ r a ?  s t a t e ,  a ?  i t  ;la; e x i s t e d  priqr t >  t o e  

Se rv i ce  has  considered i t  d e s i r a b l e  t o  i n t e r p r e t  "open range" 

typo.? .>f r.-lnching a s  a d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t  i-, f ea t  i c? i)C 

t : l r ?  Big Bend, Tne Oak Canyon-Blue Creek Ranch of  Homer Wilson 

was, without doubt, t h e  bes t  example of ranching wi th in  

l g r  Annun'. Report, Di rez tor ,  N x t  ional Pa-k S z i - v i x ,  19-I%, 
2%-1., 



 hat i s  now t h e  B i g  Bend N a t i o n a l  Park,  It i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p roper  

t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  b e  used t o  i n t e r p r e t  t o  t h e  p a r k  v i s i t o r s  t h e  

~ r a c  tices of  "open-range" ranching.  

During t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S o r v i c e  t o o k  over  

;hc Big Bend a r e a  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  "man-made" p h y s i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  

rave been removed from t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  Wilson Ranch, The two- 

; t o r y  r a n c h  home which w a s  l o c a t e d  a long  Oak Creek below Oak 

Ppring h a s  been comple te ly  removed, l e a v i n g  o n l y  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  

; ign  of a t e r r a c e  on which t h e  house s tood ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  

-ences ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a f e w  i s o l a t e d  s h o r t  spans  and 

c a t t e r e d  p o s t s  h e r e  and t h e r e ,  have been removed from t h e  

and, Much o f  t h e  f e n c i n g  was used,  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

anchmen o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r k  a r e a ,  t o  f e n c e  t h e  o u t s i d e  boundar ies  

f t h e  p a r k ,  There s t i l l  remains,  however, a number o f  s t o n e  

nd c o n c r e t e  s t r u c t u r e s  which had been a p a r t  o f  t h e  system f o r  

he improvement o f  t h e  wa te r ing  o f  l i v e s t o c k  on t h e  ranch,  Also ,  

he  remains o f  a number o f  windmi l l s ,  and t h e  l i n e  camp ranch 

ouse  and o u t l y i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Blue Creek. There a r e  s t i l l  t o  

e seen t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  ranch roads  which were used by M r ,  Wilson 

o s e r v e  t h e  v a r i o u s  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  r anch  from h e a d q u a r t e r s  

n Oak Canyon and t h e  l i n e  camp i n  Blue Creek, A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

ime, however, t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  i s  t r a v e r s e d  b y  a paved pa rk  road 

h ich  f o l l o w s  r a t h e r  c l o s e l y  t h e  Burro Mesa F a u l t ,  t hen  over  t h e  

3ddle between t h e  v a l l e y  and Blue Creek,  and a long  t h e  r o l l i n g  



so to l -covered  h i l l s  on down i n t o  t h e  f l a t  between Burro Mesa 

and Goat Mountain, I t  i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  S o t a l  

V i s t a  i s  almost  i n  t h e  geographic  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  Wilson Ranch. 

Thus, from t h i s  p o i n t  on t h e  paved r c a d ,  one may g e t  a r a t h e r  

complete and comprehensive view of  t h e  f o r t y  t o  f i f t y  thousanc 

a c r e s  embraced w i t h i n  t h e  Oak Canyon-Blue Creek Ranch. 



CHAPTER V I I 

CONCLUSTONS 

Ojo de Chi sos ,  Ch i sos  Spr ing ,  o r  more g e n e r a l l y  known a s  

Oak S p r i n g ,  h a s  been c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  ranching i n  t h e  Big Bend 

s i n c e  1885 when Cap ta in  James B. G i l l e t t ,  a s  manager o f  t h e  G-4 

o u t f i t  o f  t h e  Es tado Land and C a t t l e  Company, e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  nea r  t h e  s p r i n g ,  Almost f i f t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when 

Homer Wilson a c q u i r e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  

w e s t  o f  t h e  C h i s o s  Mountains, he  occupied  t h e  two-s to ry  ranch 

house a t  Oak S p r i n g s  as h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  from which he  d i r e c t e d  

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  ho ld ings .  S i n c e  t h e  major p a r t  

o f  t h e  ranch extended from t h e  a r e a  of Boot S p r i n g ,  t h e  South  

R i m  o f  t h e  Ch i sos ,  and  down Blue Creek and  on t o  t h e  southwest ,  

M r .  Wilson e s t a b l i s h e d  a l i n e  camp i n  B lue  Creek and t h e r e  

c o n s t r u c t e d  a v e r y  unusual  ranch house which w a s  occup ied  by 

h i s  ranch forernan, A s  a  means o f  improving t h e  wa te r  supp ly  on 

t h e  ranch,  M r .  Wilson dug a number o f  w e l l s ,  i n s t a l l e d  windmi l l s ,  

c o n s t r u c t e d  wa te r  t a n k s  o r  r e s e r v o i r s ,  and  connected  t h e s e  by 

us ing  many m i l e s  o f  p i p e l i n e s ,  To make more e f f e c t i v e  h i s  wind- 

m i l l s ,  Wilson i n s t a l l e d  on t h o s e  which w e r e  t o  d e l i v e r  w a t e r  t o  



higher  e l e v a t i o n ,  a boos te r  pump which he had developed and 

he secured a p a t e n t  from t h e  United S t a t e s  Pa ten t  Office. T 

Wilson Ranch was e f f e c t i v e l y  enclosed by t h e  jud ic ious  use  o 

n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r s  augmented by four - foo t  n e t  wire  fences  wher 

n a t i v e  mountains, c l i f f s ,  b l u f f s ,  and canyon wa l l s  d i d  not 

connect. I n  t h e  mountain a r e a s ,  M r ,  Wilson made an e f f o r t  t 

panther-proof  h i s  ranch by cons t ruc t ing  a four - foo t  new wire  

topped by a two-foot n e t  wire  extending outward a t  an angle  

degrees.  Drought, low p r i c e s  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  and l i v e s t o c k  p r  

such a s  wool and mohair, p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M r ,  Wilson opera 

h i s  ranching a c t i v i t i e s  dur ing t h e  d i f f i c u l t  yea r s  of t h e  gr  

depress ion,  tended t o  make i t  very hard f o r  him t o  keep t h e  

ancing of h i s  ranching a c t i v i t i e s  i n  good shape dur ing those  

With t h e  understanding cooperat ion of  t h e  people of  t h e  Prod 

Wool and Mohair Company of Del Rio, Texas, t h e  F i r s t  Nationa 

Bank, Del Rio, Texas, and the  Federal  Land Bank o f  Houston, 

M r ,  Wilson weathered t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o  

h i s  e s t a t e  was a b l e  t o  show a p r o f i t  a f t e r  t h e  s a l e  o f  the  p 

t ies t o  t h e  S t a t e  Parks Board i n  1942. 
1 

1. Brewster County Deed Records, Vol, 99, 423. 



QUICKSILVER M I N I N G  I N  THE BIG BEND OF TEXAS 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Webs te r ' s  C o l l e g i a t e  Dictionary dcfirles mercury as a  heav 

s i l v e r - w h i t e  m e t a l l i c  e lement ,  t h e  o n l y  meta l  t h a t  i s  l i q u i d  z 

o r d i n a r y  t empera tu res ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Webster s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s  

p o p u l a r l y  c a l l e d  q u i c k s i l v e r .  Under t h e  word q u i c k s i l v e r ,  Web 

ster g i v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n :  The meta l  mercury i s  ca 

q u i c k s i l v e r  because  o f  i t s  f l u i d i t y ,  q u i c k  o r  l i v i n g  s i l v e r ,  

well-known mining e n g i n e e r ,  W, D. Burcham, Alpine ,  Texas, who 

h a s  been a c t i v e  i n  t h e  mining o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  f o r  many y e a r s ,  

g i v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  terms: "When i t  i s  refe 

t o  as one o f  t h e  chemical  e l ements  i t  i s  mercury, A s  t h e  s i l v l  

whi t e  m e t a l  o f  commerce i t  i s  q u i c k s i l v e r ,  Under e i t h e r  name 

i t  h a s  p e c u l i a r  and i n t r i g u i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which make i t  

one o f  t h e  most u s e f u l  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  mankind," 11 

t h e  1919 i s s u e  o f  t h e  Report  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Geo log ica l  

Survey on page 247, w e  f i n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  " Q u i c k s i l v e r ,  o r  

mercury, i s  a  s i l v e r y - w h i t e  me ta l ,  which remains l i q u i d  a t  

o r d i n a r y  t empera tu re ,  I t  f r e e z e s  a t  minus 38,9 d e g r e e s  Cen t ig l  

b o i l s  a t  357 degrees  Cen t ig rade ,  and i s  1 3 , 6  t i m e s  h e a v i e r  tha r  

water .  " 



Cinnabar, a r ed  mercuric sulphide,  HgS, i n  a more o r  l e s s  

Ire s t a t e  i s  t h e  c h i e f  o r e  o f  qu i cks i l ve r  and almost t h e  only 

be mined i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  When pure  it con ta in s  86.2 p e r  

tnt of t h e  metal ,  I t  i s  s o f t  (hardness  2 t o  2.5) and heavy 

becific g r a v i t y  8.0 t o  8.2) .  Thus t h e  o r e  i s  gene ra l l y  e a s i l y  

. s t inguishable  due t o  i t s  cochineal- red co lo r  and i s  unusual ly  

.avy weight. 

Breccia  i s  a fragmental  rock whose components a r e  angula r  

.agments cemented toge ther ,  t hus  d i s t i ngu i shed  from conglomerate 

)ck which i s  composed of  rounded p a r t i c l e s .  

F l a sk  i s  a heavy i ron  o r  s t e e l  b o t t l e  o r  f l a s k  i n  which 

l i cks i l ve r  is  marketed. The f l a s k  ho lds  about 3 q u a r t s  of 

.quid metal  and weighs about 76 pounds. 

Magma i s  a n a t u r a l l y  occurr ing mobile rock ma te r i a l ,  genera ted  

r hea t  and p re s su re  within  t h e  e a r t h ' s  c r u s t .  Magma i s  capable  

i forming e i t h e r  i n t r u s i v e  o r  ex t ru s ive  igneous rocks  by s o l i d -  

. .  cation. Magma may be  l i q u i d ,  s o l i d  o r  gaseous,  depending 

1 temperature,  p ressure ,  and o the r  f a c t o r s ,  

Winze i s  a s t e e p l y  i n c l i n e d  passageway o r  s h a f t  dr iven t o  

mnect one mine working with  another  a t  a lower l e v e l .  

Other terms not  i n  common use t o  t h e  non-mining vocabulary 

L11 be explained from time t o  time a s  they a r e  used i n  t h e  paper,  



THEORY OF THE O R I G I N  AND DEPOSITION OF QUICKSILVER 

A l l  major a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  mining e n g i n e e r i n g  

s e e m  t o  b e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  mercury o r  q u i c k s i l v e r  d e p o s i t s  

have been formed by hydrothermal  s o l u t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  g a s  

eous  phases ,  The s o l u t i o n s  have t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  some deep-sea 

rock magma far w i t h i n  t h e  e a r t h ' s  c r u s t ,  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

such m i n e r a l i z i n g  s o l u t i o n s  are formed i n  t h e  rock  magma and 

t h e r e a f t e r  ascend toward t h e  s u r f a c e  through s m a l l  f i s s u r e s  o r  

f r a c t u r e s  i n  t h e  rock  s t r a t a  above t h e  magma. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  

b e l i e v e d  t h e  r i s i n g  s o l u t i o n s  may have g o t t e n  t h e  q u i c k s i l v e r  

from t h e  magma, o r  t h a t  i t  may have been d i s t i l l e d  by magmatic 

h e a t  from t h e  o v e r l a y i n g  sedimentary  rocks ,  The m i n e r a l i z i n g  

s o l u t i o n s  a r e  a l k a l i n e  and must c a r r y  s u l p h u r  a s  w e l l  a s  quick-  

s i l v e r  i n  suspension,  Of ten  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  chemical  e lements ,  

These,  however, p r e c i p i t a t e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t empera tu res  a n d  con- 

d i t i o n s  t h a n  t h o s e  whi-ch t e n d  t o  c a u s e  mercury o r  q u i c k s i l v e r  

t o  p r e c i p i t a t e ,  Most, i f  n o t  a l l ,  q u i c k s i l v e r  d e p o s i t s  a r e  

r e l a t e d  d i r e c t l y  ox i n d i r e c t l y  w i t h  v o l c a n i c  a c t i v i t y .  Volcanj 

i m p l i e s  fo rmat ion  o f  igneous  e x t r u s i v e s ,  There c o u l d  b e  no 

q u i c k s i l v e r  wi thou t  any v o l c a n i c  a c t i v i t y ,  

A s  t h e  o re -bea r ing  s o l u t i o n s  move toward t h e  s u r f a c e  and 

a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t empera tu re  and p ressu  

t h e  q u i c k s i l v e r  i s  d e p o s i t e d  a s  b o t h  c h l o r i d e s  and s u l f i d e s ,  

M r ,  C. N, S c h u e t t s ,  Sebas topo l ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  who i s  p o s s i b l y  

one o f  t h e  best-known a u t h o r i t i e s  on t h e  o r i g i n  and d e p o s i t i o n  



)f q u i c k s i l v e r ,  says  : 

B r i e f l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  theory  o f  o r e  d e p o s i t s  
formed by primary concent ra t ion ,  which c l a s -  
s i f i c a t i o n  inc ludes  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  quick- 
s i l v e r  o r e  depos i t s ,  i s  a s  fo l lows:  

1. The source of o r e  i s  a deep-seated 
igneous rock magma, 

2. The o r e  minera l s  a r e  c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  
po in t  o f  depos i t i on  by ho t  a l k a l i n e  
s o l u t i o n s  ascending through f i s s u r e s  
i n  t h e  rock. 

3. The ascending mineral-bear ing s o l u t i o n s  
a r e  d i r e c t e d  and l i m i t e d  o r  even dammed 
a t  some p o i n t  i n  t h e i r  upward course  by 
r e l a t i v e l y  impervious rock. 

4. P r e c i p i t a t i o n  of t h e  o r e  minera l s  i s  
caused by cool ing  and d i l u t i o n  of  t h e  
mineral-bearing s o l u t i o n s ,  by l o s s  o f  
p r e s su re  by p r e c i p i t a t i n g  agen t s  such 
a s  o rganic  mat te r  o r  gaseous reagents .  

5. The orebody forms i n  any perv ious  rock 
o r  i n  t h e  i n t e r s t i t i a l  spaces  o f  any 
broken rock mass o r  i n  o t h e r  vo id  under- 
l y i n g  and r e l a t i v e l y  impervious rock. 

6 ,  The forming of  t h e  orebody i s  due t o  t he  
concent ra t ion  of  t h e  o r e  mineral  i n  a 
t r a p  formed by t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  impervious 
rock. This  t r a p  s t r u c t u r e  has  d i r e c t e d  
and l i m i t e d  t h e  upward flow of t h e  
minera l iz ing  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  porous 
rock mass below. 

7. The o r e  minerals  a r e  predominantly p r i -  
mary minerals ,  secondary minera l s  being 
r a r e  and of  l i t t l e  importance a s  ore.  1 

1. W. D. Burcham,"Mercury Mining and Refining" ( an  unpub- 
l i s h e d  paper ) .  



M r .  Schue t te  a s s u r e s  us  t h e r e  a r e  i n e v i t a b l e  except ions  t o  t h  

somewhat c a t e g o r i c a l  p r ecep t s  o r  cond i t i ons  conducive t o  t h e  

format ion and depos i t i on  s f  qu icks i l ve r ,  He says ,  however, t 

t h e s e  can a l l  be accounted f o r  by s p e c i f i c  and v a r i a b l e  condi 

under which i nd iv idua l  o r e  bodies  have been formed and depos 

I f ,  a t  t h e  po in t  o f  con tac t  with t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  impervious f o  

t h e r e  were reasonably l a r g e  f i s s u r e s  o r  o the r  void space,  the  

w i l l  b e  a  heavy concen t r a t i on  of o r e ,  c a l l e d  an o r e  body. I f  

however, t h e r e  i s  no such p l ace  o r  p l aces  f o r  heavy concentra 

then t h e  minera l ized  s o l u t i o n s  w i l l  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  more pervio  

m a t e r i a l s  o r  format ions  and thus  form l e s s  heavy concen t r a t i o  

o f  qu i cks i l ve r .  2  

THE MORE IMPORTANT USES O F  QUICKSILVER 

Quicks i l ve r ,  t h e  only metal  t h a t  i s  l i q u i d  a t  o rd inary  

temperatures ,  i s  a  good conductor o f  hea t  and e l e c t r i c i t y .  I 

weighs more than t h i r t e e n  t imes a s  much a s  water ,  remains f l u  

t o  more than 38 degrees  Cent igrade below zero,  and reaches  t h  

high of 357 degrees  before  i t  b o i l s .  Because of  t he se  and 

o t h e r  p e c u l i a r  and i n t r i g u i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  qu i cks i l ve r  i s  

2,  C. N. Schue t te ,  "Occurrence of Qu icks i l ve r  Orebodies 
American I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mineraloqy and Me ta l l u rg i ca l  Engineers 
Technical  Pub l i ca t i on ,  No.335, 5-13; Robert G. Yates and 
Georqe A. Thompson, "Geoloqy and Qu icks i l ve r  Deposi ts  o f  t h e  
~ ~ r l i n ~ u a  ~ i s t > i c t ~ T e ~ r a s ,  " -un i t ed  S t a t e s  Geological  Survey 
Profess iona l  Paper, No. 312, 75; Clyde P. Ross, "The Q u i c k s i l  
Deposi ts  o f  t h e  Ter l ingua D i s t r i c t ,  Texas," Economic Geoloqy, 
Vol. 36, 137-139. 



ex tens ive ly  used i n  i ndus t ry ,  medicine, and t h e  home. S ince  e a r l y  

p r e h i s t o r i c  t i m e s  qu i cks i l ve r  has  been used by man t o  amalgamate 

and r e f i n e  go ld  and i n  t h e  g i l d i n g  and s i l v e r i n g  of  u t e n s i l s  and 

ornaments, Cinnabar was used a s  a pigment and a medicine a s  

e a r l y  a s  t h e  f i rs t  cen tury  A. D. A t  t h e  presen t  t i m e  i ts  major 

uses  a r e  i n  t h e  production o f  e l e c t r i c a l  appara tus ,  c o n t r o l  

ins t ruments ,  e l e c t r o l y t i c  soda p repa ra t i ons ,  mildew-proofing, 

p e s t i c i d e s ,  medical and d e n t a l  p r epa ra t i ons ,  t h e  incandescent 

lamp, explos ive  de tona tors ,  t h e  thermometer, and hundreds o f  

o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  uses. Many o f  t he se  u se s  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

every day l i f e  and o t h e r s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  any count ry  i n  t ime 

o f  war. A t a b l e  taken from t h e  Bureau of  Mines' Minerals  Year- 

book f o r  1961, g i v e s  t h e  exac t  amount used f o r  t h e  year  1961 in  

f l a s k s ,  each conta in ing  76 pounds o f  l i q u i d  qu i cks i l ve r ,  a s  f o l -  

lows : 

Agricu l tu re  ( i n c l u d e s  i n s e c t i c i d e s ,  fungic ides ,  . . . . .  and b a c t e r i c i d e s  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  purposes) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amalgamation 
C a t a l y s t s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dental  p r epa ra t i ons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  E l e c t r i c a l a p p a r a t u s  
E l e c t r o l y t i c  p r epa ra t i on  o f  c h l o r i n e  and c a u s t i c  soda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  General l abo ra to ry  use . . . . . . . . .  I n d u s t r i a l  and c o n t r o l  ins t ruments  
Pa in t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Paper and pu lp  manufacture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pharmaceuticals 



R e d i s t i l l e d .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 . . . . ., ., 9,01 
Other  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . o . o . e . . . . o . 5 , 9 ~  

- 
T o t a l  F l a s k s  55,7f 

MAJOR AREAS I N  WHICH QUICKSILVER I S  PRODUCED 

S P A I N  AND OTHER EUROPW COUNTRIES 

A smal l  v e s s e l  c o n t a i n i n g  q u i c k s i l v e r  d a t i n g  back t o  t h e  

s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  B.C. was found i n  a g rave  a t  Kurna i n  Meso- 

potamia,  The Greeks knew o f ,  and used  it a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  time 

o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  w i t h  no recorded  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t s  o r i g i n .  Chine 

r e c o r d s  mention t h e  u s e  o f  c i n n a b a r  and t h e  l i q u i d  t h a t  t h e  

Almaden Mine began p r o d u c t i o n  i n  about  400 B.C, The Almaden 

Mine i s  l o c a t e d  i n  Cuidad Real Prov ince ,  Spa in ,  some 150 mi les  

t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Madrid. The mine was o p e r a t e d  by t h e  I b e r  

t h e  Romans, and t h e  Moorish invaders .  S i n c e  t h e  t w e l f t h  cen tu  

i t  h a s  been o p e r a t e d  and c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  Spanish  Government. 

The Alamaden Mine o f  Spain  h a s  been,  by  far,  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g 1  

producer  o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  i n  t h e  world s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  t h e  mine 

f i r s t  opened, During t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  a lmos t  25 hundred y e a r s  

t h e  Alamaden Mine h a s  produced more t h a n  7 m i l l i o n  f l a s k s  o f  

q u i c k s i l v e r , 4  Due t o  g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Spain  i n  

3. Burcham, op, c i t . ;  John E, S h e l t o n ,  "Mercury," Bureau 
of Mines M i n e r a l s  Yearbook, 1961-1965; Yates and Thompson, 
op. c i t . ;  F. L. Ransome, " Q u i c k s i l v e r  i n  1918," Uni ted  S t a t e s  
Geo log ica l  Survey,  143-146. 

4. Ya tes  and Thompson, op. c i t . ,  6 ;  S h e l t o n ,  op. c i t . ,  
9. 



:nt y e a r s  and t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Spain  h a s  n o t  improved and 

? r n i z e d  methods of r ecovery  o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  from h e r  v a s t  o r e  

) l y ,  she  h a s  s l i p p e d  i n t o  second p l a c e  among t h e  p roducers  

lurope. The fo l lowing  t a b l e  l i s t s  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  o r d e r  of  

l u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  yea r  1961. 

WORLD PRODUCTION OF MERCURY BY COUNTRIES I 
Country  

North America : 
Uni ted  S t a t e s  
Mrxico . . .  

South America: 
Peru  . . . .  
C h i l e  . . . .  
Colombia . . 

Europe : 
I t a l y .  . . .  
Spain  . . . .  
U,S.S.R, 0 . 
Yugoslavia . 
A u s t r i a  . . .  
Rumania . . .  

Asia  : 
China . . . .  
Japan . . . .  
P h i l i p p i n e s  . 
Turkey . . .  

A f r i c a :  
T u n i s i a  . . .  

Produc t ion  
i n  F l a s k s  

THE UNITED STATES I 
For many y e a r s ,  from abou t  1890 t o  1940, t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

t h e  s e c o n d - l a r g e s t  producer o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  i n  t h e  world. 

5, Ya tes  and Thompson, op. c i t . ,  6;  S h e l t o n ,  ope tit., I 



I t  was second only. t o  t h e  Almaden p roduc t ion  i n  Spa in ,  w i t h  I t a l S  

ranking t h i r d  d u r i n g  much o f  t h a t  t i m e ,  The f i r s t  p r o d u c t i o n  

o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  w a s  f o r  t h e  yea r  

1850, when t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  mines produced 7,728 f l a s k s .  For more 

than  30 y e a r s  no o t h e r  s t a t e  i n  t h e  Union r e p o r t e d  any qu icks i lvc  

p roduc t ion ,  The peak yea r  o f  p roduc t ion  w a s  1877, when t h e  

C a l i f o r n i a  mines r e p o r t e d  a  t o t a l  o f  79,395 f l a s k s .  T h e r e a f t e r  

t h e r e  was a  g r a d u a l  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  number o f  f l a s k s  u n t i l  by 

1884 t h e  a v e r a g e  annua l  p roduc t ion  l e v e l e d  o f f  and h a s  remained 

a t  n e a r  30 thousand f l a s k s .  During t h e  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1920 t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s  produced abou t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  a l l  q u i c k s i l v e r  pro-  

duced i n  t h e  world. Today, however, she  produces  something l e ~ .  

t h a n  one-e igh th  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  t o t a l  product ion .  I n  t h e  y e a r s  

from about  1900 t o  1920, t h e  Texas mines produced abou t  one- 

t h i r d  o f  a l l  q u i c k s i l v e r  produced i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  w i t h  on 

C a l i f o r n i a ' s  mines producing a  g r e a t e r  amount, Today, however, 

Texas produces  l i t t l e ,  i f  any q u i c k s i l v e r .  I n  t h e  meantime 

p r o d u c t i o n  h a s  been extended t o  Ar izona,  Idaho,  Nevada, Oregon, 

and Alaska. Nevada now r a n k s  nex t  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  S i n c e  t h e  

beg inn ing  o f  p roduc t ion  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  t h i s  c o u n t r y  h a s  

produced more t h a n  3 1 /2  m i l l i o n  f l a s k s .  6 

OTHER COUNTRIES 

Two c o u n t r i e s  i n  South  America, C h i l e  and Peru ,  each pro-  

duce some 2 thousand f l a s k s  a n n u a l l y  w i t h  Colombia producing 

6 .  Ransome, op, c i t .  ; She l ton ,  op, c i t .  3, 
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from 100 f l a s k s  o r  less. Mexico produces an average o f  near  16 

:housand f l a s k s  each year. Outs ide  Europe and t h e  Americas, 

zhina is  t h e  major producer. Within t h e  l a s t  10 years ,  China ' s  

~ r o d u c t i o n  has  jumped from an annual average of  near  10 thousand 

to 25 o r  26 thousand f l a s k s  annually.  Japan has  an annual pro- 

luc t ion  of  more than 5 thousand f l a s k s ,  and t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s  

~ o d u c e s  n e a r l y  3 thousand f l a s k s .  Thus i t  i s  ev iden t  t h a t  of 

the more than 240 thousand f l a s k s  t h a t  a r e  produced i n  t h e  world 

today, Europe s t i l l  produces almost two-thirds  o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  

~ i t h  Spain and I t a l y  producing more than 100 thousand of t h e  

t o t a l  f o r  Europe, 

7. Shel ton,  op. tit,, 9. 



CHAPTER I1 

QUICKSILVER DEPOSITS I N  THE B I G  BEND OF TEXAS 

THE TERLINGUA DISTRICT 

I n d i a n s  who used t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "Comanche T r a i l "  on t h e i r  

r a i d s  i n t o  n o r t h e r n  Mexico knew o f  and used  t h e  r e d  i r o n  oxidc 

which i s  o f t e n  r e l a t e d  t o  q u i c k s i l v e r  d e p o s i t s .  The I n d i a n s  2 

known t o  have used t h e  i r o n  o x i d e  o r  c i n n a b a r  f o r  mixing t h e i r  

war p a i n t  and f o r  t h e  r e d  pigments i n  " Ind ian  P a i n t i n g s "  o r  

p i c t o g r a p h s .  Many o f  t h e s e  p i c t o g r a p h s  may s t i l l  b e  seen on t 

rocks  and l i m e s t o n e  b l u f f s  of West Texas. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

I n d i a n s  used q u i c k s i l v e r  a s  a  medium o f  commerce. A s  e a r l y  a s  

t h e  1840s D r .  Ferdinand Von Roemer, a  German g e o l o g i s t ,  w h i l e  

on an e x p e d i t i o n  i n t o  Comanche t e r r i t o r y  w i t h  Major R. S. Neig 

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e  t r a d e d  a  l e a t h e r  l a s s o  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  f o r  a 

smal l  q u a n t i t y  o f  mercury.1 Repor t s  o f  t h e  p resence  of quick-  

s i l v e r  i n  t h e  Big Bend c o u n t r y  o f  Texas reached whi te  men i n  

Mexico and Texas a s  e a r l y  a s  o r  b e f o r e  1850. I t  i s  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  a  number of  Mexicans v i s i t e d  and examined t h e  a r e a  i n  s e a  

1. Ferdinande Roemer, Texas ( T r a n s l a t e d  by Oscar N u e l l e r  
268; R. L, Biesele, The H i s t o r y  o f  German S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  Texas 



q u i c k s i l v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  two decades,  However, it was n o t  

ti1 1884 t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  e f f o r t  w a s  made t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  re- 

r t s  o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  i n  t h e  Big Bend a r e a .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  I g n a t z  

einman, a Hungarian J e w  who o p e r a t e d  a g e n e r a l  merchandis ing  

o r e  a t  P r e s i d i o ,  Texas,  t o o k  up c l a i m s  n e a r  what l a t e r  came t o  

h o w n  a s  C a l i f o r n i a  Mountain- T h i s  mining endeavor proved 

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  was con- 

rned. I t  d i d ,  however, a r o u s e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  op- 

a t o r s  who came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and made an  e x t e n s i v e  s e a r c h  f o r  

e. They found n o t h i n g  o f  r e a l  v a l u e  and a s  t h e y  l e f t ,  one of 

e p a r t y  c a r v e d  " C a l i f o r n i a  H i l l "  on t h e  f a c e  o f  a rock,  t h u s  

v ing  a name t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  2 

The f i r s t  r e a l  p roduc t ion  o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  was by t h e  Marfa 

d Mariposa Mining Company which w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1896. The 

re impor tan t  men o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e r e :  B e r t  and James Nor- 

n ,  Montroyd Sharpe,  and Thomas Colby. The Marfa and Mariposa 

n ing  Company was t h e  f i rs t  t o  b e  o r g a n i z e d  and a c t u a l l y  produce 

i c k s i l v e r  i n  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  area. T h e i r  m i n e  was i n  t h e  C a l i -  

r n i a  H i l l  r e g i o n  which i s  i n  t h e  wes te rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  

. i c k s i l v e r  D i s t r i c t .  Soon after t h e  Marfa and  Mariposa Mining 

Impany began t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n ,  Devine McKinney and  J. M. P a r k e r  

2. Kathryn B. Walker,"Quicksi lver  i n  t h e  Terlincrua Area," 
Inpublished t h e s i s ,  S u l  Ross S t a t e  Co l l ege ,  Alp ine ,  Texas ) ,  22. 



opened up what was known a s  t h e  McKinney-Parker Mine some four  

m i l e s  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  H i l l ,  The c l a i m  was l a t e r  t o  

t o  t h e  Ch i sos  Mining Company under t h e  ownership  and c o n t r o l  a 

Howard E. Pe r ry .3  The Chisos  Mine soon became t h e  most import 

producing mine o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and o p e r a t e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  u n t i l  

During t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  hundreds 

of p r o s p e c t o r s  f l o c k e d  i n t o  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  D i s t r i c t  and many 

c l a i m s  w e r e  f i l e d  throughout  t h e  a r e a .  I t  was soon r e a l i z e d ,  

however, t h a t  t h e  q u i c k s i l v e r - b e a r i n g  a r e a  was l i -mi ted  t o  a ve 

smal l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  c e n t e r i n g  around t h e  mining v i l l a g  

o f  T e r l i n g u a ,  which was l o c a t e d  on t h e  Ch i sos  Mining Company p 

erties.  The o re -p roduc t s  a r e a  was abou t  f o u r t e e n  o r  s o  m i l e s  

and w e s t  and on ly  abou t  f o u r  m i l e s  n o r t h  and south .  Within t h  

l i m i t e d  a r e a  t h e r e  w e r e  more than  t h i r t y  mines t h a t  produced 

some o r e ,  O f  t h e s e  t h i r t y  o r  more producing mines,  t h e  g r e a t e  

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  more t h a n  150 thousand f l a s k s  t h a t  have been p r  

duced came from o n l y  h a l f  a dozen o f  t h e  mines.4 The C h i s o s  

Mining Company produced something over  100 thousand f l a s k s .  

3. Clyde  P. Ross, "The Q u i c k s i l v e r  Depos i t s  i n  t h e  Ter-  
l i n g u a  Region, Texas,"  Economic Geology, XXXVI, 1941, 119 ;  Alp 
Avalanche, March 14,  1902. 

4. Robert G. Yates  and George A. Thompson, Geology and 
Q u i c k s i l v e r  D e p o s i t s  o f  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  D i s t r i c t ,  509 100-101. 



The Marfa and Mariposa Mine produced between 20 and 30 thousand 

f l a s k s .  This  means t h a t  t h e  remaining major-producing mines, 

Study But te ,  t h e  Waldron p r o p e r t i e s  ( i nc lud ing  t h e  Rainbow Mine), 

t h e  Colqui t t -T igner ,  and t h e  Two-Forty-Eight Mine, wi th  o t h e r  

small-producing workings,- have added l e s s  than  30 thousand f l a s k s  

t o  t h e  t o t a l  o f  qu i cks i l ve r  produced i n  t h e  Terlingua D i s t r i c t .  5 

The product ion o f  qu i cks i l ve r  i n  t h e  Ter l ingua D i s t r i c t  was 

reasonably s t a b l e  dur ing t h e  f i r s t  twenty years  of ope ra t i on ,  

1899-1920. This  was due t o  two major f a c t o r s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  con- 

t inuous  opera t ion  of  t h e  Chisos  Mine. Second, a  good margin 

of  p r o f i t  between t h e  c o s t  o f  product ion and t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  p r i c e  

of  r e f i n e d  ore. However, a f t e r  t h e  end of World War I t h e r e  

was a  b i g  drop i n  t h e  p r i c e  of qu i cks i l ve r .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

dec l ine  i n  t h e  p r i c e  most of t h e  mines c lo sed  down. The Chisos 

Mine a lone  cont inued t o  produce o r e  dur ing t h e  p e r i o d  between 

World War I and World War 11. The fo l lowing  t a b l e  w i l l  g ive  

some idea  o f  t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n  of product ion from t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  

of t h e  opening of t h e  Ter l ingua a r e a  u n t i l  1960: 

PRODUCTION OF MERCURY I N  TEXAS, 1899-1960 

Pe r iod  Production i n  F l a sks  

5. Ib id . ,  84-109. 



In  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Ter l ingua D i s t r i c t  produced 

about one- th i rd  of  a l l  qu i cks i l ve r  produced i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  

from 1900 t o  1920, f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  mining, exp lora t ion  and de- 

velopment due t o  low p r i c e s ,  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  s i n c e  1920 have 

reduced t h e  Ter l ingua D i s t r i c t  production t o  an average of  about 

9  pe r  cen t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n a t i o n a l  product ion f o r  t h e  per iod  from 

1899 t o  1 9 6 0 . ~  S ince  1960 t h e r e  aga in  has  been a  f avo rab l e  

i nc rea se  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  qu i cks i l ve r .  Consequently, exp lo ra t i on  

and development have picked up i n  t h e  Ter l ingua a r ea ,  and today 

a  number o f  mines a r e  i n  opera t ion  and o the r  groups a r e  doing 

ex tens ive  exp lo ra t i on  and development. The most s i g n i f i c a n t  

a c t i v i t y  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  Diamond Alka l i ,  now Diamond-Shamrock 

Company, which has  acqui red  c o n t r o l  o f  some f o r t y  s e c t i o n s  o f  

l and  i n  t h e  Ter l ingua D i s t r i c t  and is ,  a t  t h e  p re sen t  t ime, doin 

ex t ens ive  development and explora t ion  i n  t h e  Study Bu t t e  a r e a  

on t h e  e a s t e r n  edge o f  t h e  Ter l ingua Qu icks i l ve r  Dis t r ic t .  The 

company expec ts  t o  be handling c l o s e  t o  100 tons  of  unref ined  

o r e  p e r  day by l a t e  1368 o r  e a r l y  1 9 6 9 . ~  

6. Bureau o f  Mines, United S t a t e s  Department of t h e  I n t e r :  
Information C i r c u l a r  No. 8252, Mercury P o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  337-338. 

7, I b i d , ,  338; Ransome, op. c i t . ,  143-146, 

8. Alpine Avalanche, February 1, 1968; Interview,  John 
Whittleman, Manager, Diamond-Shamrock Company, February 22, 1961 



OUTSIDE THE TERLINGUA DISTRICT 

The most p roduc t ive  a r e a  t h a t  has  been discovered and de- 

veloped o u t s i d e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Ter l ingua  D i s t r i c t  i s  t h e  Fresno- 

Contrabando Dome a r e a  i n  t h e  extreme western p a r t  o f  Brewster 

County and along t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of  P r e s i d i o  County some seven- 

t een  mi l e s  t o  t h e  west of t h e  o l d  mining v i l l a g e  o f  Ter l ingua,  

Texas. H a r r i s  S. Smith and Homer W. Wilson discovered and de- 

veloped t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930s. The Buena Sue r t e  Mine of  

t h e  Fresno a r e a  was t h e  most important o f  t h i s  western ex tens ion  

of  t h e  Ter l ingua D i s t r i c t .  This  mine was t h e  l a r g e s t  producer 

o f  mercury i n  Texas during World War I1 and has  remained one of 

t h e  f e w  mines t h a t  has  cont inued t o  produce much of  t h e  t i m e  

s i nce  1945. The Buena S u e r t e  Mine produced over 35 hundred 

f l a s k s  of  r e f ined  qu i cks i l ve r  between 1940 and 1960. During 

1953, t h e  Amerimex Mining Company, under Robert M. Pul l iam,  d i d  

cons iderab le  exp lo ra t i on  i n  t h e  a r e a  with  t h e  a i d  o f  a 75 per 

cen t  g r a n t  from t h e  United S t a t e s  Government. S ince  t h a t  t i m e  

l i t t l e  exp lo ra t i on  has  been c a r r i e d  o u t ,  and i n  1959, the  l e a s e  

t o  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  was canceled by t h e  owners, Soon t h e r e a f t e r  

i n  1960, Dow Chemical Company d i d  much explora tory  d r i l l i n g  i n  

t h e  Fresno area.' While t h e r e  has  been cons iderab le  exp lo ra t i on  

and development of t h e  Controbando Dome Prospect  s i nce  1935, i t  

9, Interview,  H a r r i s  S, Smith, October 9, 1967; Bureau 
of Mines, op. c i t . ,  342-343. 



h a s  produced v e r y  l i t t l e  r e f i n e d  q u i c k s i l v e r .  One i n t e r e s t i n g  

and unusual  t h i n g  about  t h i s  p r o s p e c t  i s  t h a t  t h e  o r e  i s  a c rys i  

l i n e  v a r i e t y  o f  c i n n a b a r  and was t h e  o n l y  o r e  i n  Texas which wa:  

10  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  p r i o r  t o  fu rnac ing .  During 1956-57, w i t h  a D e f e l  

M i n e r a l s  E x p l o r a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  g r a n t ,  t h e  Big Bend 

Mining Company d r i l l e d  n i n e  o r  more h o l e s  i n  t h e  Contrabando 

Dome. The d e e p e s t  h o l e  was 662 f e e t .  However, no v a l u a b l e  new 

d e p o s i t s  were l o c a t e d  i n  any o f  t h e s e  ho les .  Consequent ly  t h e  

Pease  was dropped and no f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  h a s  been done. 
11 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  w e s t  of  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  D i s t r i c l  

t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  o the r '  f a v o r a b l e  s t r u c t u r a l  format ions .  The oul 

s t a n d i n g  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  q u i c k s i l v e r  p ro -  

ducing a r e a  i s  t h e  dome s t r u c t u r e  known a s  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  u p l i f t ,  

Two s m a l l e r  b u t  s i m i l a r  dome-type s t r u c t u r e s  have been l o c a t e d  

t o  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  o f  Ter l ingua.  Small domes i n  t h e  Adobe 

Wal ls  a r e a  and t h e  Chr i s tmas  Mountains are i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  c i n -  

nabar -bea r ing  o r e ,  To d a t e ,  however, no o r e  o f  commercial valuc 

h a s  been d i s c o v e r e d  a t  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  p l a c e s .  The t h i r d  l o c a t :  

o u t s i d e  t h e  T e r l i n g u a  D i s t r i c t  i s  some f o r t y  o r  more m i l e s  t o  

t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a l o n g  M a r a v i l l a s  Creek a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f l a n k  01 

t h e  l a r g e r  Marathon dome. T h i s  d i scovery ,  w h i l e  o f  l i t t l e  provc 

10. I b i d . ,  342. 

11. I b i d .  



value ,  was made i n  1949 along a west t o  e a s t  f r a c t u r i n g  zone 

which i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  most p roduc t ive  mines of  t h e  Ter l ingua 

a rea .  12 

The l a s t  and second most important producing a r e a  o u t s i d e  

t h e  Ter l ingua D i s t r i c t  i s  t h e  Mariscal  Mine which was f i r s t  d i s -  

covered about 1900. The Mariscal  a r e a  is  about t h i r t y  mi l e s  t o  

t h e  sou theas t  of Terlingua.  Most o f  t h e  o r e  d e p o s i t s  l i e  a long 

a zone of t h r u s t  f a u l t i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c r e s t  o f  an asymmetric 

a n t i c l i n e  near t h e  nor thern  t i p  o f  Mariscal  Mountain. The widely 

s c a t t e r e d  c innabar  d e p o s i t s  of t h e  a r ea  a r e  found i n  ou tc rops  

of sedimentary and igneous i n t r u s i v e  s i l l s  which a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  

with r eve r se  f a u l t i n g  t h a t  t r e n d s  t o  t h e  northwest. The most 

p roduc t ive  per iod  of  opera t ion  was from 1917 t o  1923. During 

t h i s  t i m e  t h e  mine produced about one thousand f l a s k s  of r e f ined  

qu i cks i l ve r .  13  

12. Ib id . ,  339, 342, 348. 

13, Ross, op. c i t , ,  136-137; Bureau of  Mines, op, c i t . ,  
348, 



CHAPTER I11 

THE MARISCAL MINE 

EARLY HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT 

Cinnabar was f i r s t  d iscovered along t h e  nor thern r i dge  

Mariscal  Mountain i n  1900 by Martin S o l i s ,  who ranched i n  tl 

a r e a  between Mariscal  Mountain and the  Rio Grande. Soon af .  

t h i s  d i scovery ,  D. E. ( ~ d )  Lindsey, a United S t a t e s  immigra- 

i n spec to r ,  with headquar ters  a t  Boqui l las ,  Texas, f i l e d  a n1 

of mining c la ims on what he be l ieved  t o  be  Sec t ion  34, Bloc1 

1 
a s e c t i o n  of  p u b l i c  school land. Lindsey engaged i n  a rapi 

development o f  h i s  c la ims,  I n  t h e  meantime, however, i n  19C 

the  Sanger Bro thers  o f  Dal las ,  Texas, represen ted  by T. P. E 

has  l e a s e d  Sec t ion  3 3 ,  which was immediately t o  t h e  w e s t  of  

t i o n  34. A f t e r  checking over t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Lindsey i n  

a r e a ,  Barry en t e r ed  s u i t  i n  t h e  Brewster County Court c l a imi  

t h a t  Lindsey was developing mining c la ims on Sec t ion  33. Th 

Couxt des igna ted  J. C, Bird  t o  survey t h e  a r e a  and determine 

t h e  boundary l i n e  between Sec t ion  33 and Sec t ion  34. A s  a r 

1. Clyde Po Ross, "Quicks i lver  i n  t h e  Ter l ingua Region, 
Economic Geoloqy, Vol, 36, 119; Brewster County Mining Recorl 
Vol. 1, 527-538; Brewster County Deed Records, Vol. 9 119; A 
Avalanche, December 11, 1903, 



of t h i s  and o t h e r  independent surveys,  i t  was determined t h a t  

most a l l  of t h e  producing Lindsey c la ims  a c t u a l l y  were on Sec- 

t i o n  33,2 Soon t h e r e a f t e r  i n  1906 Lindsey i s  r epo r t ed  t o  have 

s o l d  a l l  o f  h i s  mining claims. I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 

opera ted  f o r  on ly  a f e w  years ,  he produced enough high-grade o r e  

t o  make some 50 f l a s k s  of  r e f i n e d  qu i cks i l ve r .  A l l  o f  t h i s  high- 

grade o r e  was t r anspo r t ed  t o  t h e  Chisos Mining Company furnace  

a t  Ter l ingua where it was re f ined .  The o r e  was c a r r i e d  by bur ro  

pack over more than t h i r t y  mi l e s  o f  rough semi-desert  t e r r a i n  

from Mariscal  t o  ~ e r l i n ~ u a . ~  It  i s  l i k e l y  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

Lindsey c a r r i e d  o u t  t h i s  e a r l y  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  most o f  t h e  e a r l y  

maps l i s t  t h e  Mariscal  a r e a  a s  t h e  Lindsey Mine. 

A s  e a r l y  a s  1902, I s s a c  Sanger and o the r  p a r t i e s  o f  Dal las ,  

Texas, l e a s e d  t h e  mineral  r i g h t s  t o  much of  t h e  l and  owned by 

t h e  Texas P a c i f i c  Railway Company i n  southern Brewster County, 

including Sec t ion  33. By 1904 I s s a c  Sanger and t h e  Da l l a s  bus- 

sinessmen had organized t h e  Texas Almaden Mining Company, and 

i n  November of  1905, Sanger t r a n s f e r r e d  a l l  t i t l e  i n  mineral  

r i g h t s  t o  Sec t ion  33 t o  t he  Texas Almaden Mining Company. 
4 

2. B r e w s t e r  County Court Records, Vol. J 2, 194, 198, 258; 
Brewster County Mining Records, Vol. 1, 575, 582, 583; Alpine 
Avalanche, August 5, 1904, August 12,  1904, 

3. In te rv iew,  Lloyd Wade, February 27, 1968. 

4, Brewster County Deed Records, Vole 9, 632. 



During t h e  p e r i o d  from 1904 t o  1908 t h e  Texas Almaden 

Mining Company, under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of He M, Nesmith, c a r r i e d  oc 

an e x t e n s i v e  e x p l o r a t i o n  on S e c t i o n  33. AS a  r e s u l t  o f  a favor2  

showing o f  o r e  i n  t h e  tes t  h o l e s  which t h e y  d r i l l e d ,  p l a n s  were 

made t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  f u r n a c e  i n  t h e  a r e a  s o  t h a t  t h e y  might  r e f i r  

t h e  o r e ,  A sudden d rop  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  q u i c k s i l v e r ,  however, 

caused  t h e  company t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  i t s  i n t e r e s t  and a c t i v i t i e s  i r  

t h e  Study B u t t e  a r e a  where t h e y  had i n  o p e r a t i o n  a  fu rnace ,  a t  

what was known a s  t h e  D a l l a s  Mine. I n  1909 t h e  Texas Almaden 

Mining Company dropped i t s  l e a s e  on S e c t i o n  33. 5 

S e c t i o n  33 c o n t a i n e d  a l l  o f  t h e  mining claims o f  any v a l u e  

and w a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  much c o n t r o v e r s y  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o: 

mining p r o s p e c t i n g  and development i n  t h e  M a r i s c a l  d i s t r i c t .  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  was o r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  D a l l a s  and Wichi ta  

Railway Company i n  1884. I n  t h e  same y e a r ,  however, t h e  D a l l a s  

and Wichi ta  Railway Company t r a n s f e r r e d  a l l  o f  i t s  l a n d  i n  t h e  

a r e a  t o  t h e  Texas and P a c i f i c  Railway Company. Soon t h e r e a f t e r  

t h e  Texas and  P a c i f i c  Railway Company d e s i g n a t e d  W. H. Abrams, 

Dallas, Texas,  as t h e i r  a g e n t  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  

t h e  company i n  t h e  s e l l i n g  o r  l e a s i n g  o f  s u r f a c e  and minera l  

5. Alp ine  Avalanche, August 19 ,  1904, August 26, 1904, 
October 21, 1904; B r e w s t e r  County Deed Records, Vol. 9 ,  p. 633, 
Vole 10 ,  pp, 11, 14 ,  286, 452. 



r i g h t s  t o  a l l  l a n d s  wi th in  B r e w s t e r  The Texas and 

P a c i f i c  Railway Company r e t a i n e d  t i t l e  t o  Sec t ion  33  u n t i l  i t  

was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas f o r  park  purposes,  

Sec t ion  34 was important t o  mining i n  t h e  Mariscal  d i s t r i c t  

because t h e  topography of  Sec t ion  33 prevented t h e  cons t ruc t ion  

o f  bu i ld ings  necessary f o r  t h e  r e f i n i n g  o f  t h e  o r e  and f o r  t h e  

housing of  workers f o r  t h e  opera t ion  o f  t h e  mines. Sec t ion  34, 

which ad jo ined  33 on t h e  e a s t ,  p resen ted ,  wi th in  a few hundred 

yards  of  t h e  major mining s h a f t s ,  p l e n t y  o f  l e v e l  ground on which 

t o  cons t ruc t  a l l  necessary bu i ld ings .  This  s ec t i on  was a pub l i c  

school s ec t i on  and thus  sub j ec t  t o  l e a s e  o r  purchase. W, KO 

E l l i s  had a t  f i r s t  l ea sed  t h e  s ec t i on ,  bu t  i n  1919 he pa t en t ed  

t h e  sec t ion .  La t e r ,  however, he al lowed t h e  s e c t i o n  t o  r e v e r t  

t o  t h e  s t a t e O 7  

Sec t ion  20 i s  of  major importance because t h e  source o f  a l l  

water used i n  t h e  Mariscal  mining a c t i v i t i e s  came from w e l l s  

dug along t h e  banks o f  Fresno Creek i n  t h e  nor thern  p a r t  o f  t h i s  

sec t ion ,  This  s ec t i on ,  l i k e  Sec t ion  34, was pa ten ted  by W, KO 

E l l i s .  When E l l i s  d isposed of  h i s  mining i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  

he  f a i l e d  t o  keep up h i s  i n t e r e s t  payments and t h e  s e c t i o n  

6. Brewster County Deed Records, Vol, 83, p. 139$ Vol. 3,  
p. 89; Vol. 4, pp. 356, 360, 503. 

7, Brewster County Pa t en t  Records Vol. 1, p. 603; Brewster 
County Deed Records, Vol. 3, p. 474; Val, 39, p, 553. 



r eve r t ed  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas. A t  a l a t e r  da t e ,  i n  1917, t h e  

Mariscal  Mining Company l ea sed  both Sec t ions  20 and 34, and i n  

1940, We D, Burcham, manager o f  t h e  company, acqui red  t i t l e  t o  

t he se  s e c t i o n s  by redemption c e r t i f i c a t e s .  8 

With t h e  outbreak of World War I i n  1914, t h e r e  was a r ap  

i nc rease  i n  t h e  p r i c e  of  qu i cks i l ve r .  With t h i s  i nc rea se  i n  

p r i c e  t h e r e  was, a s  might be expected,  a rush of  p rospec tors  

back i n t o  t h e  qu i cks i l ve r  d i s t r i c t  o f  southern Brewster County 

One of t he se  new p rospec to r s  was M r .  W. K. E l l i s ,  who had, i n  

February o f  1916, acqui red  a l e a s e  f o r  t h e  explora t ion  of  mine 

on Sec t ion  33, Block G-3, from t h e  Texas and P a c i f i c  Railway C 

pany and began explora t ion  and development i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  

prev ious ly  developed Lindsey and Texas Almaden Mining Company 

a c t i v i t y  a long t h e  nor thern  end o f  Mariscal  Mountain.9 The E l  

development i n  t h e  Mariscal  a r ea  marks t h e  r e a l  beginning of 

product ive  q u i c k s i l v e r  mining a t  Mariscal .  Thus it i s  frequec 

spoken o f  a s  t h e  E l l i s  Mine even though Lindsey and o t h e r s  had 

done a cons iderab le  amount o f  developing i n  t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  

coming o f  M r .  E l l i s .  A t  t he  same time t h a t  E l l i s  was working 

a t  t h e  Lindsey s h a f t s  he d i d  a d d i t i o n a l  exp lora t ion  up and o v ~  

the  r i dge  of  t h e  no r th  end of Mariscal  Mountain and soon founc 

8, Brewster County Redemption Records, Vol. 2, 474. 

9. Brewster County Deed Records, Vole 35, 546. 



a much more v a l u a b l e  d e p o s i t  o f  o r e  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  what was t o  

become t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  major s h a f t  of t h e  M a r i s c a l  Mine. 

Below t h i s  a r e a ,  M r .  E l l i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a f o u r - b i n  box o f  c o n c r e t e  

from which h e  f e d  h i s  c i n n a b a r  o r e  i n t o  a nonrevolving r e t o r t  

f o r  r e f i n i n g  o f  t h e  q u i c k s i l v e r ,  Records show t h a t  t h e  E l l i s  

Mine, which was i n  a c t i v e  o p e r a t i o n  from J u l y  1917 t o  May o f  1919, 

produced and shipped 894 f l a s k s  o f  r e f i n e d  q u i c k s i l v e r .  The re- 

t o r t  used  by E l l i s  w a s  such t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e d  a r a t h e r  h i g h  g r a d e  

of o r e  f o r  economical p roduc t ion .  Consequently,  w i t h  t h e  c l o s e  

o f  World War I wi th  a consequent  d rop  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  q u i c k s i l v e r ,  

M r .  E l l i s  s o l d  h i s  h o l d i n g s  and mining l e a s e  on S e c t i o n  3 3  t o  t h e  

M a r i s c a l  Mining Company. 10 

THE MARISCAL M I N I N G  COMPANY 

The M a r i s c a l  Mining Company, a  c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  of 

New York, was o rgan ized  and f i n a n c e d  by a group o f  men from New 

York C i t y  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  purpose  o f  o p e r a t i n g  and deve lop ing  

t h e  M a r i s c a l  Mine i n  B r e w s t e r  County, Texas. Will iam D. Burcham 

was p r e s i d e n t ,  and C h a r l e s  Bondies was named s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  

company w i t h  August A, Wesserschied v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  and Baldwin F. 

Schirmer a s  t r u s t e e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  be ing  named p r e s i d e n t  of 

10, I n t e r v i e w ,  Lloyd Wade, February  27, 1968; Brewster  
County Deed Records, Vol, 39, 553; E. L. S a l i s b u r y ,  Geo log ica l  
Report  on S e c t i o n  33, Block G-3, D 8( W Ry. Co., (unpub l i shed)  
d a t e d  May 15,  1934. 



, f I 1 1  i i I o r  o r .  'Thv ron l~~; \ l iy ,  w t i < ~ r i  o r  icjiniil 1 y  

o f sur-I1 C V ~ L I  i lu11t'111 * \  s ;\ r i ~ c . ; \ t ~ s  o C  1 ) u t t  i riq l;hc> rn i r ~ c .  i n t o  ~ ) r o t ? u c t  

Tht. ~ - o ~ i i l ) , \ ~ ~ y  W . \ S  i 11  o l ) c >  r ; \ l  ion f o r  sornc>th i ng  0vc.r f o u r  yc.;irs ,in 

l c > , \ s l  t l ~ r r . c .  1  i l~~es ,  T h i s  w a s  d u e  t o  two miijor f : i c t o r s :  f i r s t ,  

or c . f f i c  i c . 1 1 ~ ) ~  o r  t-li(: S c o t t  F u r n a c e  which t h o  cornl)itny i n s t i l l  I c.1 

r ~ . s o l i ~ l  i o n ) ,  t h v  Mnrisc.;il Min ing  Compnny crc;itc.d a s~)cc ia l  R o i  

o f  Trustc-c.s w i t h  f u l l  t t u t h o r i t y  t o  ; i d m i n i s t c r  t h v  i t f f n i r s  of ' 

York C i t y ,  : ~ n d  t h u s ,  b y  s p e c i a l  a c t i o n  o f  a p p r o v a l  a n d  w a i v e r ,  

blr. Burcham, t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  company, who r e s i d e d  i n  R r e v  

C o u n t y ,  T e x a s ,  a g r e e d  t o  a p p r o v e  a l l  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t r u s l  

i n  case h e  WAS n o t  a b l e  t o  make t h e  m e e t i n g s  h e l d  i n  N e w  York. 

A t  t h e  same m e e t i n g ,  Augus t  26, 1 9 2 1 ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  a u t h o r  

t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  s h a r e s  a t  10 c e n t s  p e r  s h a r e  as  a mean 

o f  r a i s i n g  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  n e e d e d  f u n d s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  

t h e  mine.12 The c o n t i n u e d  low p r i c e  o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  soon 

11, B r e w s t e r  County  Deed R e c o r d s ,  Vo1.47, pp. 34, 1 1 2 ;  i 
Vol ,  48, 127. 

12. I b i d . ,  Val. 47, 340 



n e c e s s i t a t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  f inanc ing ,  and on December 5, 1921, a  

deed o f  t r u s t  was made t o  M r ,  I ,  L. Mart in ,  B r e w s t e r  County, Texas, 

a s  s e c u r i t y  f o r  a  no t e  made by t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  company i n  

t h e  amount o f  $11,805. These funds were borrowed i n  o rde r  t o  

meet t h e  c u r r e n t  opera t ing  expenses o f  t h e  mining opera t ions ,  

Within less than  a  month, on December 30, 1921, t h e  deed of  t r u s t  

was r ev i sed  and t h e  no te  was increased  t o  $20,000. Slow produc- 

t i o n ,  i n e f f e c t i v e  explora t ion ,  and a  depressed market f o r  quick- 

s i l v e r  soon fo rced  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t o  borrow a d d i t i o n a l  money, and 

i n  January o f  1922, they  secured a d d i t i o n a l  funds i n  t h e  amount 

of $7,120.82, l3 To secure  t he se  no t e s  t h e  t r u s t e e s  gave a  deed 

o f  t r u s t ,  which included a l l  mining p r o p e r t i e s ,  mining c la ims,  

and some n ine teen  s e c t i o n s  of l and  which t h e  s tockholders  h e l d  

wi th in  Brewster County, Texas, This  conso l ida t i on  of o b l i g a t i o n s  

seemingly m e t  t h e  needs o f  opera t ion  expenses f o r  t h e  year 1921, 

By t h e  middle o f  1922, however, aga in  t h e  t r u s t e e s  found 

it  necessary t o  r a i s e  a d d i t i o n a l  funds,  and i n  June of  1922, 

a  new deed of  t r u s t  was made t o  L. E. Bal l .  This  deed o f  t r u s t  

was made t o  i n s u r e  payment o f  new o b l i g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  amount o f  

$40,000. More than h a l f  t h i s  amount w a s  loaned t o  t h e  company 

by W, D. Burcham, During t h i s  same pe r iod  A. C. Spalding,  a t  

two d i f f e r e n t  t imes p r i o r  t o  1923, loaned t h e  Mariscal  Mining 

Company Trus t  E s t a t e  $4,000 and $6,000 respec t ive ly .  These 

13. Ib id . ,  Vol, 48, pp. 7, 11, 24. 

230 



no te s  t o  Spalding were kept up t o  d a t e  by being proper ly  renewed 

and with  some i n t e r e s t  p a i d  from time t o  t i m e .  On t h e  o t h e r  

hand t h e  n o t e s  t h a t  were p ro t ec t ed  by t h e  deed o f  t r u s t  were not 

renewed a f t e r  January 10, 1925. Consequently, i n  1936, M r ,  Spald 

e n t e r e d  s u i t  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  i n  Brewster County, a f t e r  having 

f i l e d  a p e t i t i o n  of  at tachment t o  a l l  p r o p e r t i e s  belonging t o  t he  

Mariscal  Mining Company Trus t ee s  Es ta te .  

The d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  found t h a t  M r .  Spalding had a j u s t  c la im 

and rendered judgement i n  t h e  amount o f  $19,687,40, and ordered 

t h a t  a l l  p r i o r  c la ims t o  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  t r u s t  e s t a t e  were 

void by t h e  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s .  I n  add i t i on ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t  o rdered  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company 

be  s o l d  a t  pub l i c  auc t ion  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  judgement rendered i n  

favor  o f  M r .  spalding.14 

Under t h e  terms o f  t h i s  dec i s ion  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  t h e  

s h e r i f f  o f  Brewster County was ordered  t o  a t t a c h  and of fe r  f o r  

s a l e  a t  auc t ion  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  of t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company. 

On September 8, 1936, s a i d  auc t ion  was he ld  on t h e  s t e p s  of t h e  

courthouse o f  Brewster County. The high bidder  f o r  t h e  p rope r t i e !  

was A. C. Spalding. H i s  was a token b i d  of  $100. Thus i n  s e t -  

t lement of t h e  judgement o f  more than $19,000, he acqui red  t h e  

t i t l e  t o  Sec t ions  20 and 34 o f  Block G-3 p l u s  a l l  mining c la ims 

14. Brewster County D i s t r i c t  Court Records, Vol. 5, 70. 



and o t h e r  r e a l  and persona l  p r o p e r t i e s  h e l d  by t h e  Mars ica l  Min- 

ing  Company Trus t  Es ta te .  15 

This  judgement, however, d i d  no t  c a r r y  wi th  it r i g h t s  t o  

t h e  mineral  c la ims o r  mineral  l e a s e  t o  Sec t ion  33 as t h e  l e a s e  

had prev ious ly  been f o r f e i t e d  by t h e  Mar i sca l  Mining Company, and 

thus  a l l  r i g h t s  had r e v e r t e d  t o  t h e  owner o f  t h e  land,  t h e  Texas 

and P a c i f i c  Railway Company. 

WILLIAM D, (BILLY) BURCHAM 

M r .  W i l l i a m  D. ( B i l l y )  Burcham, t h e  major promotor and l o c a l  

genera l  manager o f  t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company a c t i v i t y  i n  B r e w s t e r  

County, Texas, was born June 10,  1884, i n  Salem, Indiana.  When 

he  was s i x  y e a r s  o l d  h i s  p a r e n t s  moved t o  Salem, Oregon. B i l l y  

Burcham a t t ended  pub l i c  school i n  Salem, Oregon. From 1905 t o  

1908 he a t t ended  Leland S tanford  Jr. Un ive r s i t y  where he s t u d i e d  

nining engineering.  P r i o r  t o  graduat ion,  however, he had a ca se  

2 f  "gold" f e v e r  and spent  two years ,  1908 t o  1909, p rospec t ing  

fox go ld  i n  Alaska. The t o u r  of go ld  prospec t ing  proved o f  va lue  

fox t h e  t r a i n i n g  and exper ience of  a young engineer  b u t  o f  l i t t l e  

~ r o f i t  from t h e  monetary s tandpoint .  I n  1910 he r e tu rned  t o  

i tanford Un ive r s i t y  f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  year  o f  engineer ing s tud i e s .  

:or most o f  t h e  year  1911, M r .  Burcham worked i n  t h e  s i l v e r  mines 

,ear S i l v e r  Peak, Nevada. I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1911, he  took a job 

15, Brewster County Deed Records, Vol. 98, 488. 



with t h e  Shaf te r  S i l v e r  Mine a t  Sha f t e r ,  Texas, M r .  Burcham 

remained i n  Sha f t e r  u n t i l  1915, when he took a job wi th  t h e  Study 

But te  Mining Company, Study But te ,  Texas, a s  manager o f  operat ion!  

While i n  Study But te ,  M r .  Burcham marr ied M i s s  Rubey Richardson, 

who was a t  t h e  t i m e ,  teaching school a t  Study Butte.  On Apr i l  24, 

1919, M r .  Burcham acqui red  t h e  holding o f  W. K. E l l i s  a t  Glenn 

Springs ,  Texas, and i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  E l l i s  mining ope ra t i ons  a t  

Mariscal .  Also dur ing t h e  summer of  1919, M r .  Burcham organized 

and became t h e  p re s iden t  o f  t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company, an 

unincorporated j o in t - s tock  company. The company was organized 

under t h e  laws o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  New York wi th  a u t h o r i t y  t o  opera te  

i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas. I n  October o f  1919, t h e  Burchams moved 

t o  Glenn Springs ,  Texas, With Glenn Springs  as headquar ters ,  

Burcham served  a s  genera l  manager o f  t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company 

ope ra t i ons  from 1919 t o  1923. He remained p re s iden t  and genera l  

manager o f  t h i s  company u n t i l  i t  was d i s so lved  by t h e  vo lun ta ry  

a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s tockholders  i n  1927. 

I n  t h e  same year,  1927, M r .  Burcham organized t h e  Brewster 

Qu icks i l ve r  Consol idated Mining Company, which took over t h e  few 

remaining a s s e t s  o f  t h e  d i s so lved  Mariscal  Mining Company. 

M r .  Burcham a c t e d  a s  gene ra l  manager o f  Brewster Qu icks i l ve r  

Consol idated and opera ted  t h e  Study B u t t e  Mine and o the r  opera t ion  

u n t i l  1935. I n  add i t i on  t o  h i s  d u t i e s  and func t ions  r e l a t i v e  

t o  t h e  mining a c t i v i t y  i n  southern B r e w s t e r  County, M r .  Burcham 



served a s  county commissioner f o r  P rec inc t  Four o f  B r e w s t e r  

County from 1922 t o  1940. I n  1942, Burcham organized t h e  Vivianna 

Mining Company, secured a lease on Sec t ion  33, and reopened t h e  

o l d  Mariscal Mine. W e  cont inued t o  d i r e c t  t h e  work of  t h e  Viv- 

ianna Mining Company u n t i l  about 1947. S ince  t h a t  t i m e  he  had 

devoted h i s  time t o  se rv ing  as a mining consu l t an t  i n  t h e  Big 

Bend country. M r .  Burcham i s  now l i v i n g  i n  Alpine, Texas, and 

is i n a c t i v e  due t o  a p a r a l y t i c  s t r o k e  which l e f t  him s e r i o u s l y  

handicapped. 
16 

THE MARISCAL MINE 

A t  t h e  time t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company took over t h e  work 

m d  opera t ion  o f  t he  Mariscal Mine t h e  p l a n t  cons i s t ed  of a four  

zompartment o r e  b i n  which f e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h r e e  s m a l l  non- 

cevolving r e t o r t s .  During t h e  lat ter  p a r t  o f  1919, and i n  t h e  

fear 1920, t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company cons t ruc t ed  a more ex- 

:ensive p l a n t  which cons i s t ed  o f  t h e  following s t r u c t u r e s :  wel l  

rp t h e  h i l l s i d e ,  and no t  more than 100 feet from t h e  entrance 

:o the main s h a f t  o f  t h e  mine, a l a r g e  o r e  b i n  which was f ed  

'rom t h e  t o p  by r a i l  o r e  cars opera t ing  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  mouth 

f t h e  main s h a f t ,  A t  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  o r e  b i n  t h e r e  were 

hu te s  with doors which permi t ted  t h e  o r e  t o  empty by g r a v i t y  

16. Who's Who i n  America, 1947, 324; interview,  W. D. 
urcham, January 8, 1967. 



i n t o  o r e  c a r s  which i n  t u r n  de l i ve red  t h e  o r e  d o w n  t h e  h i l l ,  

iLkewise  by g r a v i t y ,  t o  secondary o r e  b i n s  which empticd d i r e c t  

i n t o  a 45-ton S c o t t  Furnace, which was cons t ruc t cd  by t h e  Marisc 

Mining Company a f t e r  they  took over t h e  opera t ion  and cs:nl-rol o 

t h e  mine, The S c o t t  Furnace was cons t ruc ted  o f  b r i c k s ,  which 

were burned l o c a l l y  a t  a b r i c k  k i l n  some two mi les  away on t h e  

west s i d e  o f  t h e  no r th  end o f  Mariscal  Mountain, Closc ly  r e l a t l  

and j u s t  above t h e  S c o t t  Furnace t h e r e  was cons t ruc ted  a s e r i e s  

o f  conc re t e  condenser chambers which were connected t o  t h e  furn'  

by l a r g e  ceramic t i l e  tubes.  In  t u r n  t h e  condenser chambers we' 

connected by four  smal le r  ceramic t i l e  t ubes  o r  p ipes  t o  a largc 

rock chimney about 100 yards  up t h e  h i l l s i d e ,  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  concre te  condenser chambers, i n  an e f f o -  

t o  reduce t h e  amount o f  s t a c k  l o s s  o f  r e f i n e d  o re ,  t h e  company 

had pu t  i n  two l a r g e  redwood tanks  through which a l l  fumes were 

d i r e c t e d  on t h e i r  way from t h e  main condensers t o  t h e  chimneys 

o u t l e t ,  Along t h e  lower s i d e  and a t  t h e  bottom of  t h e  main con- 

denser  chambers t h e r e  were openings ou t  o f  which t h e  condensed 

q u i c k s i l v e r  o r e  came p repa ra to ry  t o  being b o t t l e d  i n t o  f l a s k s  

f o r  shipment t o  t h e  market. Some 100 yards  down t h e  h i l l  from 

t h e  S c o t t  Furnace t h e r e  was cons t ruc t ed  a s tone  bu i ld ing  which 

served a s  a combined commissary s t o r e  and o f f i c e ,  This  bui ldinc 

was j u s t  below t h e  o r i g i n a l  o r e  b i n s  and r e t o r t  Which had been 

used by E l l i s  i n  h i s  operat ions .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  above men- 

t i oned  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e r e  was a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  c l i f f  and i n  



c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  main mine s h a f t  a blacksmith  shop. Then 

near  t h e  main s h a f t  and on t h e  oppos i te  s i d e  from t h e  blacksmith 

shop t h e r e  was a l a r g e  concre te  p la t form t o  which was anchored 

t h e  engine and h o i s t i n g  equipment which was used t o  lift and 

lower t h e  baske t s  from t h e  main s h a f t  o f  t h e  mine. 17 

Following a per iod  o f  almost twenty yea r s  o f  i n a c t i v i t y ,  

due t o  a heavy drop i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  q u i c k s i l v e r ,  i n  1942 t h e  

newly organized Vivianna Mining Company, under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and 

nanagement o f  W, D. Burcham, reopened t h e  Mariscal  Mine. The 

Qivianna Mining Company i n s t a l l e d  a 30-ton capac i ty  Gould-type 

rotalry furnace  j u s t  below the  main o r e  b i n  up near  t h e  main s h a f t  

~f t h e  mine. I n  add i t i on ,  t h e  Vivianna Company added a cons ide rab l e  

mount o f  new mining equipment, inc lud ing  two small  h o i s t i n g  p l a n t s ,  

iumerous miscel laneous mining t o o l s ,  a s i ng l e - s t age  a i r  compressor, 

~ n d  a c a t e r p i l l a r  100-kva d i e s e l - e l e c t r i c  generator .  l8 

Housing f o r  t h e  workmen and t h e  foreman o f  t h e  mine were, 

is prev ious ly  mentioned, a l l  l o c a t e d  on Sec t ion  34 along t h e  h i l l -  

i d e  and ou t  i n  t h e  f l a t s  below t h e  mine. The foreman's home was 

six-room frame s tucco  house wi th  a garage near  by and was con- 

t r u c t e d  by t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  

17. Ib id . ;  Interview,  Lloyd Wade, February 27, 1968. 

18. United S t a t e s  Department o f  i h e  I n t e r i o r ,  "Mercury 
o t e n t i a l  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s , "  Bureau of Mines Information 
i r c u l a r  #8252, 348; W. Do Burcham,"Geological Report on t h e  
iv ianna  Mine," (unpublished) December 21, 1946. 



twenty o r  more s tone  o r  rock bu i ld ings  occupied by t h e  workmen 

and s c a t t e r e d  a long t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  h i l l s i d e  and t h e  f l a t s ,  were 

a l l  cons t ruc t ed  by t h e  workmen themselves, s i n c e  t h e  company 

assumed no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  housing t h e  workmen. A s  t h e  work- 

men came onto  t h e  job they  o f t e n  l i v e d  i n  brush s h e l t e r s  f o r  a 

f e w  weeks o r  months. During t h i s  pe r iod  they would, a f t e r  worki 

hours,  cons t ruc t  t h e i r  smal l  s tone  o r  rock houses. Some o f  t h e  

o lde r  workmen, who d i d  on ly  par t - t ime  work, a ided  by t h e  women, 

o f t e n  c u l t i v a t e d  small  gardens along t h e  nearby c r eeks  i n  which 

they produced melons and vege tab les  t o  augment t h e i r  food supplq 

which was purchased from t h e  company commissary. During t h e  

per iod  of  ope ra t i on  o f  t h e  Vivianna Mining Company, 1942-43, an 

a d d i t i o n a l  t e n  o r  more conc re t e  and s tucco  houses were construcl  

by t h e  company t o  house a d d i t i o n a l  workmen, 19 

The Mariscal  Mine is  l o c a t e d  along t h e  nor thern  end o f  Mar- 

iscal Mountain. Most o f  t h e  o r e  d e p o s i t s  l i e  along a zone of 

t h r u s t  f a u l t i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  crest of  an asymmetric a n t i c l i n e  i r  

t h e  Boqui l las  f l a g s ,  a member of  t h e  Eagle Ford formation. Cin- 

nabar o r e  d e p o s i t s  were b e s t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  igneous i n t r u s i c  

sills. Most o f  t h e  o r e  has  been found i n  f r a c t u r e s  which a r e  

ou t  a c r o s s  i n  t h e  f l a g s  j u s t  below t h e  sills. Geologis t s  a r e  

i n  agreement t h a t  a l l  qu i cks i l ve r  d e p o s i t s  have developed i n  

a r e a s  where t h e r e  has  been magmatic a c t i v i t y  o r  where t h e r e  

19, Interview,  Lloyd Wade, February 27, 1968, 



i s t s  some type of  ho t  s p r i n g s  which a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  hea ted  

vo lcan ic  magma i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  ea r th .  They a l s o  agree  

a t  t h e r e  must be  f r a c t u r e s  o r  f i s s u r e s  i n  t h e  over lay ing  form- 

i o n s  through which t h e  minera l ized  s o l u t i o n s  ascend toward t h e  

r face .  I n  add i t i on ,  t h e r e  must be  some s o r t  o f  a more o r  l e s s  

pervious formation which would tend  t o  s t o p  o r  slow down t h e  

-ending s o l u t i o n s  and thus  c r e a t e  a condi t ion  f avo rab l e  f o r  

3 0 s i t i o n . ~ ~  Each of  t he se  cond i t i ons  d e f i n i t e l y  e x i s t  i n  t h e  

r i s c a l  a rea .  Evidence o f  magmatic a c t i v i t y  i s  found i n  t h e  

; rus ive  s i l l s  and dikes.  These i n t r u s i v e  s i l l s  and d ikes  i n  

:n have caused f r a c t u r e s  and o t h e r  t ypes  of  c a v i t i e s  a long 

.ch t h e  s o l u t i o n s  could t r a v e l  upward, and even tua l ly  t h e s e  

; sures  and f r a c t u r e s  have reached a more o r  l e s s  impervious 

*mation f avo rab l e  f o r  depos i t ion ,  I n  t h e  Mariscal  a r e a  i t  i s  

L base  o f  t h e  Boqui l las  f l a g s  which has  served t o  t r a p  t h e  

cks i l ve r .  Qu icks i l ve r  i s  found not  on ly  i n  t h e  f r a c t u r e s  

t h e  Boqui l las  f l a g s ,  bu t  i n  t h e  ad jo in ing  i n t r u s i v e  rock,  

r e  by t h e  process  o f  impregnation, c innabar  has  been formed 

a secondary mineral ,  21 Much o f  t h e  b e t t e r  o r e  has  been found 

20, Schue t te ,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 5-1.3; R o s s ~ ~ ~ .  c i t e ,  pp 131- 
, 141. 

21. J, A, Udden, A Sketch of  t h e  Geology of  t h e  Chisos  
2 t a in  Country, Brewster County, Texas, pp. 90-91; Ross, 
cit. ,  137, 



i n  t h e  no r theas t  t rend ing  f r a c t u r e s  which t r a v e r s e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

axes  of  t h e  fo ld ing  of  t h e  Mariscal  a n t i c l i n e .  These f r a c t u r e s  

o f  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  t r e n d  were more open, t h u s  presen t ing  more and 

b e t t e r  space f o r  t h e  depos i t i on  of  t h e  c innabar  than i n  t h e  

f r a c t u r e s  which were p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  axes  o f  t h e  fo ld ing ,  I t  i s  

ev iden t  t h a t  t h e  p a r a l l e l  f r a c t u r e s  and f i s s u r e s  were c lo sed  by 

t h e  very  f o r c e  which produced t h e  fo ld ing .  I n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  

main s h a f t  of t h e  Mariscal  Mine t h e  major i n t r u s i v e  s i l l  i s  almo 

perpendicu la r  while t h e  base  o f  t h e  Boqui l las  f l a g s  f a l l s  t o  the  

no r th  and w e s t  a t  va r ious  degrees  a s  i t  extends northward from 

t h e  reg ion  of t h e  main s h a f t .  To d a t e  most of t h e  b e t t e r  o r e  ha 

been l o c a t e d  a long t h i s  i n c l i n e d  f r a c t u r e  t o  t h e  no r th  and west 

o f  t h e  main shaf t .22 

Production of qu i cks i l ve r  i n  t h e  Mariscal  a r e a  may be divic  

i n t o  t h r e e  pe r iods :  an e a r l y  per iod ,  t h e  World War I per iod ,  anc 

World War I1 and s ince ,  L i t t l e  r e f i n e d  o r e  was produced from t l  

a r e a  p r i o r  t o  World War I, It i s  known, however, t h a t  D. E. (Ec 

Lindsey, who d i d  t h e  first  e f f e c t i v e  work i n  t h e  region,  product 

some high-grade o r e  which he t r anspo r t ed  by bur ro  pack t r a i n s  t c  

t h e  Chisos Mine a t  Ter l ingua f o r  r e f in ing .  It  i s  es t imated  by 

some t h a t  he might have produced from 30 t o  80 f l a s k s  of  ref inel  

o r e  dur ing  t h i s  period.23 Sometime a f t e r  t h e  outbreak of World 

22. Ibid . ,  in te rv iew,  Lloyd Wade, February 27, 1968, 

23, Ib id .  



lar I ,  We K. E l l i s  acqui red  a lease from t h e  Texas and P a c i f i c  

!ailway Company t o  t h e  mineral  r i g h t s  on Sec t ion  33, Block G-3. 

.t f i rs t  h e  d i d  most o f  h i s  work on t h e  northwestern s l o p e s  o f  

he n o r t h  end o f  t h e  north-plunging a n t i c l i n e  o f  Mar i sca l  Mountain 

n t h e  same genera l  a r e a  where Lindsey had worked some t e n  yea r s  

a r l i e r .  Here he  produced some o re ,  b u t  i n  t h e  meantime h e  d i d  

xp lo ra t i on  a long t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  r i d g e  about one-half  m i l e  

o t h e  sou theas t .  There, i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  what i s  now known 

s t h e  main s h a f t  o f  t h e  Mariscal  Mine, he  discovered a more 

a luab le  depos i t  a long t h e  lower con tac t  o f  an i n c l i n e d  d i k e  

hich was i n t ruded  along a t h r u s t  p lane  which dipped northwest 

3out 35 degrees. He followed t h i s  o r e  bed f o r  some 50 f e e t  

l e r e  he  found i t  t o  t u r n  i n t o  a n e a r l y  v e r t i c a l  f i s s u r e .  I n  

Laces t h i s  f i s s u r e  widened ou t  t o  a s  much a s  5 f e e t .  On t h e  

r s i s  of f i nd ing  t h i s  r a t h e r  r i c h  o r e  depos i t ,  M r .  E l l i s  i n s t a l l e d  

iree s m a l l  r e t o r t s  down near  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  h i l l .  The r e t o r t s  

?re of  somewhat unusual design,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  s p e c i a l  c a s t  

lbes about  16 inches  i n  diameter and 12 feet long s e t  a t  an  

~ g l e  o f  45 degrees. Each r e t o r t  was charged from o r e  b i n s  

. r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  t op  of  t h e  r e t o r t .  The two end r e t o r t s  he 

~ a r g e d  every e i g h t  hours,  whi le  t h e  middle r e t o r t  he  charged 

recharged every s i x  hours. About one-half  o f  t h e  charge was 

,moved a t  t h e  bottom before  each recharge.  The t o t a l  c a p a c i t y  

' t h e  t h r e e  r e t o r t s  was about 4 t ons  o f  o r e  every twenty-four 

urs.  H e  used about 1 1/2 cords  of  mesquite wood each day, 



The wood c o s t  about $4 per  cord. A s p e c i a l l y  cons t ruc t ed  manifo: 

was used t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  q u i c k s i l v e r  vapors from t h e  r e t o r t s ,  and 

from t h e  manifolds t h e  vapor was conducted by v i t r i f i e d  ceramic 

p ipe  t o  condensers where i t  was l a t e r  c o l l e c t e d  and b o t t l e d  f o r  

shipment. It i s  r epo r t ed  t h a t  E l l i s  produced 894 f l a s k s  of  r e -  

f i n e d  qu i cks i l ve r  dur ing t h e  per iod  from 1916 u n t i l  May o f  1919, 

a t  which t ime he s o l d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  Mariscal  Minine Cornpan! 

By t h e  t ime M r .  E l l i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  h i s  q u i c k s i l v e r  i n t e r e s t s  t o  

t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company t h e  postwar pe r iod  was on and t h e  pr :  

of q u i c k s i l v e r  had dropped from Government e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i c e  of 

25 
$105.75 t o  $125 pe r  f l a s k  t o  a  low o f  $46 pe r  f l a s k  by 1921. 

The Mariscal  Mining Company took over t h e  Mariscal  Mine 

dur ing a  pe r iod  o f  f a l l i n g  p r i c e s  i n  t h e  qu i cks i l ve r  market. 

Never theless ,  they  expended a  cons iderab le  amount o f  money i n  

cons t ruc t ing  an e n t i r e l y  new r e f i n i n g  p l a n t ,  p rev ious ly  describe1 

i n  t h i s  chapter .  This expansion was made i n  t h e  hope o f  t h e  

discovery of  new and r i c h e r  o r e  bodies  and with  t h e  expec ta t ion  

o f  an  improvement i n  t h e  p r i c e  of qu icks i lver .  While they d i d  

f i n d  a d d i t i o n a l  o r e  bodies ,  none proved t o  be  except iona l ,  and 

on t o p  o f  t h a t ,  t h e  p r i c e  o f  qu i cks i l ve r  cont inued t o  decl ine .  

Consequently no p r o f i t ,  on ly  l o s s e s ,  came from t h e  undertaking 

and a f t e r  some fou r  years  o f  ex t ens ive  expansion and explora t ion  

t h e  mine was c l o s e d  down i n  1923, ~ u r i n ~  t h e  e n t i r e  pe r iod  of 

opera t ion  from 1919 t o  1923, t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company produce1 

24. Ransome, op, c i t . ,  424; Sa l i sbu ry ,  op. c i t .  



only 400 f l a s k s  of  ref ined ore. This low production was due t o  

the f a c t  t h a t  much of the  four  years was devoted t o  explorat ion,  

xnd t o  the  construct ion of the  new f a c i l i t i e s ,  and the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  

>f improved equipment a t  the  locat ion,  26 

Following the  c los ing  down of the  Mariscal Mine by t h e  

l a r i sca l  Mining Company i n  1923 the re  was no a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  mine 

?or a l i t t l e  more than t e n  years. I n  1934 M r .  H. R. Gard, Alpine, 

'exas, under l e a s e  Number 8339 from the  Texas and P a c i f i c  Railway 

:ompany, attempted t o  secure f inanc ia l  backing f o r  the  purpose 

~f reopening t h e  Mariscal ~ i n e . ~ '  This e f f o r t  f a i l e d ,  and con- 

equently, f o r  l ack  of  productive a c t i v i t y  and other  reasons, the  

ease w a s  cancelled. 

In  1942, the  newly organized Vivianna Mining Company, a f t e r  

aving spent considerable funds on the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of addi t ional  

~ n s t r u c t i o n  of housing f o r  workmen, f o r  s torage,  and o ther  pur- 

Dses, reopened the  Mariscal Mine. Their program consisted of 

ddi t ional  explorat ion and t h e  production o f  ref ined o r e  from 

lristing o re  s tocks from previous workings which had never been 

?f ined and o re  from the  north sha f t  which was opened up and 

~rked.  During t h e  two-year period of operation, 1942-43, the 

ine produced 97 f l a s k s  of quicksi lver .  28 Declining p r i ces  of 

26. Interview, W. D. Burcham, March 2, 1968. 

27. Salisbury, ope c i t . ;  J o  W. Furness, " ~ e r c u r y , "  Min- 
' a l s  Yearbook, 1935, ppo 456-4570 

28. Bureau of Mines, op. c i t . ,  348. 



q u i c k s i l v e r  and f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  wi th in  t h e  management an( 

ownership o f  t h e  company r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  up o f  heavy 

deb t s  and a subsequent l awsui t  i n  December o f  1944. The ca se  

was t r i e d  i n  t h e  Eigh ty- th i rd  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  Court a t  Alpine, 

Texas. The Vivianna Mining Company was found inso lven t .  The 

company was d i s so lved  and ordered under rece iversh ip .  

M r .  H. A, Co f f i e ld ,  Marfa, Texas, was appointed r ece ive r  w j  

f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  sel l  t h e  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  company and t o  use  sucl 

funds a s  might be  rece ived  from such s a l e  t o  s a t i s f y ,  i n  so  f a r  

a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a l l  al lowed claims.  Appraisers  f o r  t h e  cou r t  e s -  

t imated t h e  va lue  of t h e  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  company t o  be  $70,000. 

Wiley B l a i r ,  J r , ,  one o f  t h e  major c la imants ,  e n t e r e d  t h e  highe5 

b i d  on t h e  mining equipment and machinery i n  t h e  amount of $7,25 

The F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank, Dal las ,  Texas, en t e r ed  a b i d  of  $3,850, 

t h e  high b id ,  f o r  t h e  su r f ace  r i g h t s  t o  Sec t ions  20 and 34, Bloc 

G-3. 2 9 

Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  Bob's Mining Company under t h e  management 

and c o n t r o l  o f  Robert N. Pul l iam acqui red  t h e  mining machinery 

and equipment, No a c t i v e  work o r  production was ever  c a r r i e d  o u  

by Bob's Mining Company. For some t h r e e  o r  more yea r s  a watchma 

was maintained a t  t h e  p rope r t i e s .  Po r t i ons  o f  t h e  equipment wer 

removed from t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  1948 and t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t he  Maggi 

29. D i s t r i c t  Court Records, Vol, 6 ,  38.5. 
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h e  i n  t h e  Ter l ingua D i s t r i c t .  Then i n  1953-1955 t h e  remaining 

; e m s  of machinery and equipment s u i t a b l e  f o r  use  i n  mining were 

) Id  by Bob's Mining Company and removed from t h e  p r o p e r t i e s ,  30 

ius, wi th  t h e  except ion o f  t h e  l i m i t e d  product ion o f  some 97 

.asks o f  q u i c k s i l v e r  dur ing t h e  pe r iod  o f  World War 11, t h e  Mar- 

jcal Mine has  been i n a c t i v e  and nonproducing s i n c e  1923, when 

ie Mariscal  Mining Company was fo rced  t o  c l o s e  down. 

WORKMEN AT THE MARISCAL MINE 

During t h e  major p e r i o d  of  ope ra t i on  of  t h e  Mariscal  Mine, 

)19 t o  1923, t h e r e  w e r e  from twenty t o  f o r t y  men employed f o r  

i r ious  t ypes  of  work a t  t h e  mine. A l l  o f  t h e  men working a t  

ie mine were Mexican n a t i o n a l s  except t h e  manager, t h e  foreman, 

id a b r i c k - k i l n  s p e c i a l i s t .  The Mexican n a t i o n a l s ,  f o r  t h e  most 

~ r t ,  came i n t o  Texas from t h e  mining d i s t r i c t  o f  S i e r r a  Majada 

! Coahuila,  Mexico. A l l  o f  t he se  men were we l l - t r a ined  miners, 

j they  had worked f o r  many yea r s  i n  t h e  mines o f  Mexico, The 

ttter and more experienced miners were pa id  $1.50 p e r  ten-hour 

~ y .  The l e s s e r  experienced miners,  who d i d  t h e  c leanup work 

id were c a l l e d  "muckers," were pa id  $1.25 pe r  ten-hour day. The 

i s k i l l e d  miners o r  common l a b o r e r s  were p a i d  $1 pe r  ten-hour day. 

1 a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  miners and l a b o r e r s  t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company 

30. Bureau of Mines, op. c i t , ,  348; Interview,  Robert N. 
i l l i a m ,  March 4, 1968, 



employed two s p e c i a l i s t s ,  a s torekeeper  and a b lacksmi th , .  These 

two were pa id  $1.50 p e r  day, and o f t e n  t h e i r  day was much longer  

than t h e  miners '  ten-hour day. 31 

The s to rekeeper ,  Rocindo Rodriguez a s  h e  was known i n  Texa 

had been a major i n  t h e  revolu t ionary  army o f  Pancho V i l l a  under 

t h e  name o f  Alvino Marin. According t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  Rocindo, o r  

Alvino Marin, had f a i l e d  t o  c a r r y  ou t  an important mission which 

had been ass igned  t o  him by h i s  super ior ,  Pancho V i l l a .  Being 

s l a t e d  f o r  execut ion f o r  t h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  accomplish an ass igned  

mission,  he  f l e d  t o  t h e  Texas s i d e  o f  t h e  Rio Grande. Soon a f t e l  

h i s  a r r i v a l  on t h e  Texas s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  he was employed by thc 

Mariscal  Mining Company t o  ope ra t e  t h e  company commissary. In 

add i t i on  t o  se rv ing  a s  s to rekeeper ,  Rocindo, who l i v e d  near  t h e  

w a t e r  w e l l s  on Sec t ion  20, looked a f t e r  t h e  water supply f o r  t h e  

company. The r u i n s  and foundat ion of  t h e  house may be found abou 

200 yards  t o  t h e  south of  t h e  water w e l l s  and on a small  h i l l  t o  

t h e  w e s t  o f  Fresno Creek. 32 

The blacksmith  was a l s o  an i n t e r e s t i n g  ind iv idua l .  F i l b e r t o  

Marufo had served f o r  many yea r s  a s  a blacksmith i n  t h e  r egu la r  

army o f  t h e  Republic o f  Mexico. It i s  not  known why he c ros sed  

31. Interview,  Lloyd Wade, December 7, 1967; C. N. Schuet te  
t o  C l i f f o r d  B, Casey, February 9 ,  1967. 

32, Interview,  Lloyd Wade, February 27, 1968. 



e Rio Grande i n t o  Texas. I t  was repor ted ,  however, t h a t  he t o o  

s a d e s e r t e r  from t h e  Mexican m i l i t a r y  se rv ice .  H e  was a very  

811-trained blacksmith and proved himself  capable  o f  performing 

a r  miracles with  t h e  hammer and a n v i l  as he  se rved  t h e  mining 

mp f a r  from any source o f  replacement equipment o r  t o o l s .  
33 

Most, i f  no t  a l l ,  o f  t h e  o the r  Mexican miners and l a b o r e r s  

*re o f  t h e  labor-peon type,  Many o f  them had walked a l l  t h e  way 

om t h e  S i e r r a  Majada Mining D i s t r i c t  b r ing ing  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and 

few household possess ions ,  A few of them had bu r ros  o r  donkeys 

I h e l p  wi th  t h e  burden on t h e  long journey, bu t  many made t h e  

. i p  on f o o t  without b e n e f i t  o f  any b e a s t  o f  burden. N e w s  had 

bread r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Majada a r e a  o f  t h e  proposed opening 

t h e  Mariscal  Mine, Consequently many more Mexican miners made 

ie t r e k  no r th  of  t h e  Rio Grande than were a c t u a l l y  needed. A s  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  su rp lus  l a b o r  supply t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company 

LS a b l e ,  according t o  C, N. Schue t te ,  foreman o f  t h e  mine dur ing 

119-1920, t o  b u i l d  roads ,  d ig  s h a f t s ,  and t o  cons t ruc t  needed 

l i l d ings  a t  a record  low cos t .  For example, t h e  road from t h e  

. a t  up t h e  main s h a f t  which was over 3000 f e e t  i n  l eng th  was 

~ n s t r u c t e d  f o r  a p r i c e  o f  only 1 2  c e n t s  p e r  running foo t ,  This  

.ice included t h e  b l a s t i n g  excavation of  1159 cubic  yards  o f  

bcks. Much of  t h i s  work was done on a c o n t r a c t  o r  " te rea"  bas i s .  

33, Ibid .  



These were v e r b a l  c o n t r a c t s  o r  agreements by which t h e  Mexican 

workers accepted a "terea" o r  t a s k  f o r  a d e f i n i t e  amount of pal  

When he had completed h i s  " te rea"  he  was f r e e  t o  devote h i s  t i n  

t o  work a t  h i s  home, o r  he could  accept  an a d d i t i o n a l  " t e r ea , "  

This system went a long way t o  reduce t h e  need f o r  superv is ion  

and a t  t h e  same t i m e  t o  speed up t h e  work on any p ro j ec tO3*  

I t  appears  t h e r e  was no e f f o r t  made t o  provide pub l i c  schc 

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  t h e  miners. This  was due t o  twc 

f a c t o r s :  f i r s t ,  i t  was considered t h a t  t h e r e  were not  a s u f f i c i  

number o f  c h i l d r e n  of  school age t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  expense o f  an 

a d d i t i o n a l  school. Second, t h e  pe r iod  of t i m e  from 1919 t o  192 

was t oo  s h o r t  f o r  t h e  need of  a school t o  t ake  t h e  form of  a f c  

ma1 demand o r  reques t  t o  t h e  county judge and t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  

t h e  Common School D i s t r i c t  o f  B r e w s t e r  County. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

t he se  Mexican f a m i l i e s  had no t  been accustomed t o  pub l i c  school 

i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Majada a r e a  o f  Mexico a t  t h i s  e a r l y  date.35 

The Mexican miners and l a b o r e r s  were p a i d  cash i n  United 

S t a t e s  money. Most o f  t h i s  money, however, was r e tu rned  t o  t he  

company through t h e  commissary. The commissary c a r r i e d  a good 

supply o f  a l l  i t e m s  needed by t h e  workmen inc lud ing  food, c l o t h  

ing,  k i t chen  and household i t e m s ,  t o o l s ,  and o t h e r  types  of  equ 

34, Schue t te ,  op. c i t .  

35. Interview,  Mrs. W. D, Burcham, May 11, 1968. 



le Mexican workmen and t h e i r  families r a r e l y  l e f t  t h e  mining 

i l l a g e  except f o r  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  Mexican s i d e  o f  t h e  Rio Grande 

) v i s i t  f r i e n d s  o r  r e l a t i v e s .  The miners and o t h e r  l a b o r e r s ,  

ccept f o r  those  who tended t h e  furnace,  worked s i x  days a  week. 

1 t h e i r  o f f  day, Sunday, t hey  d i d  chores  about  t h e i r  homes, worked 

1 t h e i r  gardens,  d i d  work on t h e  bu i ld ing  o f  t h e i r  homes, and 

. s i t e d  with t h e i r  neighbors. On s p e c i a l  f i e s t a  days they  he ld  

~ c a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  o r  else went over t h e  r i v e r  t o  Santa  Helena, 

rihuahua, Mexico, f o r  t h e  ce l eb ra t i ons .  Many o f  t h e  workmen 

ver  v i s i t e d  e i t h e r  Marathon o r  Alpine dur ing t h e i r  e n t i r e  res- 

ence i n  t h e  mining d i s t r i c t .  A f t e r  t h e  c l o s i n g  of t h e  Mariscal  

n e  i n  1923 most o f  t he se  Mexican f a m i l i e s  found work i n  Ter- 

ngua, Study But te ,  o r  on some o f  t h e  ad jo in ing  ranches  i n  t h e  

u thern  p a r t  o f  B r e w s t e r  County. Eventual ly  many o f  t h e s e  people  

p l i e d  f o r  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  papers  and became c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  

i t e d  

The management o f  t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company made l i t t l e  

no e f f o r t  t o  r e g u l a t e  o r  c o n t r o l  t h e  p r i v a t e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  

rlanen. For example, t h e r e  was no r e g u l a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  

inking o f  l i q u o r  except  dur ing  t h e  working hours. Peace o f f i c e r s ,  

a ig r a t i on  o f f i c i a l s ,  border  patrolmen, Texas Rangers, and o t h e r  

~ e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  state o r  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  made very i n -  

2quent v i s i t s  i n t o  t h e  Mariscal  area .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  however, 

- -- 

36, Wade, op. ~ i t .  



t h e r e  was on ly  one c a s e  o f  s e r i o u s  crime dur ing t h e  pe r iod  from 

1919-1923, and i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  offender  f l e d  a c r o s s  t h e  Rio 

Grande i n t o  Mexico. 37 

A f t e r  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  t he  S c o t t  Furnace, which had t o  

be  tended around t h e  c lock  f o r  seven days a week, t h e  company 

used s ix men each day on t h r e e  e ight-hour  s h i f t s .  In  o rde r  

t h a t  t h e s e  men need no t  work seven days a week they maintained 

a backlog of t r a i n e d  firemen, thus  making i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  each 

man t o  work only s i x  days a week un l e s s  he e l e c t e d  t o  do o the r -  

w i s e .  Mesquite wood was used t o  f i r e  t h e  furnace.  This  wood 

was suppl ied  by Mexican l a b o r e r s  who hauled i t  t o  t h e  mine 

on bur ros ,  o f t e n  a s  much a s  f i f t y  miles.  The wood was then 

s o l d  t o  t h e  company f o r  $5 per  cord. I n  c a s e  a S c o t t  Furnace 

had t o  be  cooled o f f ,  it r equ i r ed  a per iod  o f  a f u l l  month, 

and then another  month t o  g e t  i t  hot  again  a f t e r  a l a y  off.38 

37. Ib id .  

38, Ibid . ;  in te rv iew,  W. D. Burcham, January 8, 1967. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE MARISCAL MINE AND BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK 

NATIONAL PARK POLICY RELATIVE TO MINERAL RIGHTS 

It has long been the policy of the National Park Service to 

prohibit private enterprise, other than legally contracted National, 

Park concessioners, to function and otherwise operate within the 

limits of National Parks. The following statement from a recent 

publication of the National Park Service makes clear the policy 

of the Department of Interior relative to mining and prospecting: 

Mining and Prospectinq--These uses will not be 
permitted in national park wildernesses. Where 
these activities are expressly authorized by 
statute, the area in question will be recommended 
for wilderness only with the provisos that such 
activities be discontinued and the authorization 
be revoked. Actively operated claims, based on 
valid existing rights, will be excluded from 
the proposed wilderness. It will be the policy 
to phase out existing active mining claims and 
acquire the lands involved. When this is ac- 
complished, such lands will be proposed for 
designation as wilderness if they otherwise 
meet the oriteria for such areasol 

It being general knowledge that this was the policy of the 

Department of the Interior relative to prospecting and mining of 

1, Bulletin, Department of the Interior, Policies for 
Wilderness Areas, 45. 



minerals ,  cons iderab le  apprehension was e 

Townsend, who had been a c t i v e  i n  promotin 

Big Bend Park, when a l l  o f  t h e  e a r l y  b i l l s  in t roduced i n  

Leg i s l a tu re  during t h e  1930s and e a r l y  1940s proposed t o  r e s e  

a l l  mineral  r i g h t s  f o r  t h e  Permanent School Fund. Both House B i l l  

Number 771 and Sena te  B i l l  Number 138, which were introduced i n  

t h e  year 1937 be fo re  t h e  Texas Leg i s l a tu re ,  had p rov i s ions  f o r  

reserv ing  a l l  mineral  r i g h t s .  Texans, i n  genera l ,  f e a r e d  a heavy 

l o s s  t o  t h e  Permanent School Fund i n  ca se  such provis ions  w e r e  

not  included i n  t h e  b i l l s  seeking t o  set a s i d e  land  f o r  t h e  Big 

Bend Park. Again, i n  1941, when t h e  f i n a l  and success fu l  measure 

was be fo re  t h e  Texas Leg i s l a tu re ,  s i m i l a r  p rovis ions  were i n  t h e  

b i l l s  from each house. By s k i l l f u l  maneuvering, however, on t h e  

p a r t  of  M r .  Townsend and Senator  Winfield,  t h e  provis ion  was re- 

moved i n  a conference committee between t h e  two houses. And on 

June 17, 1941, M r .  Townsend wired saying t h a t  t h e  b i l l  had passed 

and t h a t  t h e  mineral  r e se rva t ions  had been removed, 

REGULATIONS OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 
RELATIVE TO MINING AND PROSPECTING 

For mining and prospect ing of minerals  i n  t h e  state of  Tex- 

a s ,  l ands  are d iv ided  i n t o  n ine  c l a s S i f i c a t i o n s ,  namely, ( 1 )  s t a t e  

owned lands,  ( 2 )  land  s o l d  by t h e  s t a t e  with  a r e se rva t ion  of 

2. Telegram, E. E. Townsend t o  Herbert  Maier, June 17, 1941. 



a l l  mineral  r i g h t s ,  ( 3 )  l and  s o l d  by t h e  s t a t e  wi th  a r o y a l t y  

r e se rva t ion  on ly ,  ( 4 )  r i v e r  beds  and submerged a r e a s ,  (5 )  u n i v e r s i t y  

land,  (6 )  l and  owned by o t h e r  state departments,  ( 7 )  county school  

land, (8) Federa l  Government-owned land,  and ( 9 )  p r i v a t e l y  owned 

land wi th  no r e se rva t ions .  

Of t h e s e  n i n e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  t h i s  paper 

is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  only f o u r  o f  those  l i s t e d :  state-owned lands ,  

s u b l i c  school lands ,  p r i v a t e l y  owned l ands  wi th  no r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  

and those  l ands  owned by t h e  Federal  Government. 

State-owned land,  on which t h e  state o f  Texas owns bo th  t h e  

surface and minerals ,  is s u b j e c t  t o  p rospec t  permi t s  and l e a s e s  

to mine and remove t h e  minera l s  i n  c a s e  under t h e  prospec t ing  

~ e r m i t  a  person,  persons,  o r  co rpo ra t i ons  l o c a t e  minerals ,  Ap- 

Dlicat ions  f o r  permits t o  prospect  must be  made t o  t h e  commissioner 

>f t h e  General Land O f f i c e .  A permit cove r s  on ly  one s e c t i o n  o r  

tract of  l and  and g i v e s  t h e  app l i can t  exc lus ive  r i g h t  t o  p rospec t  

that  t r a c t  f o r  one year. A f e e  o f  10  c e n t s  pe r  a c r e  i s  charged 

for t h i s  exc lus ive  p r iv i l ege .  If t h e  pe rmi t t ee  l o c a t e s  m n e r a l s  

le may under t h e  p rov i s ions  o f  t h e  permit  apply f o r  a f ive-year  

nineral  l ease .  Under t h i s  l e a s e ,  he must pay an  annual r e n t a l  

)f 50 c e n t s  p e r  acre and a r o y a l t y  of  1/16th o f  a l l  minera l s  

taken from t h e  l and  t o  t h e  s t a t e  of   ex as.^ 

3. J. E a r l  Rudder, "Texas Lands," Bureau o f  Economic Geo- 
Logy, Minerals  Resources C i r c u l a r ,  NO. 37, pp. 7-10; Vernon's 
Zevised StatuBes,  A r t i c l e  5421c. 



P u b l i c  school l ands ,  on which a l l  mineral  r i g h t s  a r e  reserve  

t o  t h e  Permanent School Fund, a r e  handled by t h e  commissioner of 

t h e  General  Land Off ice  and t h e  Commissioner's Court of t h e  count 

i n  which t h e  l ands  a r e  located.  Lands o f  t h i s  type a r e  not sub- 

j e c t  t o  pe rmi t s  f o r  p rospec t ing  b u t  may be developed f o r  minerals  

by e s t a b l i s h i n g  mining claims.  The app l i can t  must pos t  n o t i c e  

on t h e  ground, de sc r ib ing  h i s  c la im i n  such a manner t h a t  i t  may 

b e  l o c a t e d  by t h e  county surveyor o r  any l i c e n s e d  l and  surveyor 

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and t h e  f i e l d  n o t e s  prepared by t h e  surveyor must 

be  forwarded t o  t h e  Land O f f i c e ,  accompanied by a $1 f i l i n g  f e e  

f o r  each set o f  f i e l d  notes .  If t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  wi th  t h e  f i e l d  

n o t e s  a r e  approved t h e  app l i can t  w i l l  b e  n o t i f i e d  and w i l l  be 

reques ted  t o  send i n  an amount o f  50 c e n t s  per  a c r e  a s  payment 

o f  t h e  first  r e n t a l  under t h e  mining c la im,  Each mining c la im 

is  l i m i t e d  t o  20.6 ac re s ,  However, any person may f i l e  on a s  

many c la ims  a s  h e  can  obtain .  Mining c la ims  may b e  renewed 

annua l ly  be  payment o f  t h e  r e n t a l  fee o f  50 c e n t s  p e r  ac re .  5 

A t  any time a f t e r  f i v e  yea r s  from t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  award, 

t h e  owner of  a c la im may pay t h e  ba lance  due on t h e  purchase 

and o b t a i n  a p a t e n t  t o  t h e  minerals.  A f t e r  t h e  i s suance  of a 

pa t en t ,  no a d d i t i o n a l  assessment work is  requi red ,  However, t h e  

r o y a l t y  o f  6 1/4 pe r  c e n t  (1/16) payable t o  t h e  s t a t e  i s  a 

5. Rudder, ope c i t . ,  pp. 8-9; Vernon's, ope c i t .  
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Ierpetual  royal ty .  The purchase p r i c e  i s  $10 per  a c r e  and t h e  

~ n n u a l  r e n t a l  payments which have been p a i d  w i l l  be c r e d i t e d  a g a i n s t  

. h i s  amount. 6 

Most of t h e  land  i n  Texas i s  p r i v a t e l y  owned and t h e  s t a t e  

Las reserved  no mineral  r i g h t s .  On t h e s e  lands ,  t h e  s t a t e  has  

o  a u t h o r i t y ,  Thus t o  secure  a  mining c la im on such land ,  one 

lus-t; dea l  d i r e c t l y  with t h e  owner o f  t h e  land.  I n  t h e  Big Rend 

ountry  most of t h e  a l t e r n a t e  s e c t i o n s  o f  l and  were, a t  an e a r l y  

late, set a s i d e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  Permanent School Fund with 

11 mineral  r i g h t s  reserved  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  s a l e  t o  p r i v a t e  in-  

i v idua l s ,  The o t h e r  a l t e r n a t e  o r  odd-numbered s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  

r e a  of t h e  Mariscal  Mine were ass igned  t o  t h e  Da l l a s  and Wichita 

ai lway Company, Thus t h e  a r e a  i s  l i s t e d  and marked on a l l  l and  

aps  a s  D. & W. Ry, Co., Block G-3. However, on October 22, 1884, 

he Dal las  and Wichita F a l l s  Railway Company, by warranty deed, 

r a n s f e r r e d  seventy-eight  s e c t i o n s  i n  Block G-3 t o  t h e  Texas and 

a c i f i c  Railway company. This  t r a n s f e r  included Sec t ion  33 on 

h ich  Mariscal  Mine i s  located.  The ad jo in ing  s e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  

o r t h  and e a s t ,  Sec t ions  20, and 34, were s e c t i o n s  which had 

een ass igned  t o  t h e  Permanent School Fund, and were sub jec t  

o  s a l e  t o  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  with a l l  minera l s  reserved.  From 

6. Rudder, ope c i t . ,  9 ;  Vernon's, op. c i t .  

7. B r e w s t e r  County Deed Records, Vol. 3 ,  89. 



time t o  t i m e  va r ious  i nd iv idua l s  and corpora t ions  have he ld  t i t l e  

t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  r i g h t s  on Sec t ions  20 and 34 and have f i l e d  f o r  

mining c la ims on t h e s e  sec t ions .  However, i n  no ca se  have valuab: 

d e p o s i t s  been l o c a t e d  on e i t h e r  o f  t h e  sec t ions .  

MINERALS RIGHTS ON LANDS BELONGING 
TO INDIVIDUALS AND CORPORATIONS 

A l l  r i g h t s  t o  prospect  and t o  mine f o r  minera l s  on p r i v a t e l y  

owned l ands  i n  which t h e  s t a t e  has  made no r e se rva t ion  a r e  sub- 

ject t o  n e g o t i a t i o n  and c o n t r a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  

prospec tor  and t h e  owner of  t h e  lando S ince  Sec t ion  33, Block 

G-3,belongs t o  a co rpo ra t i on  wi th  no r e s e r v a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  

minera l s ,  p rospec to r s  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  d i r e c t  l e a s e  

agreement wi th  t h e  owner, t h e  Texas and P a c i f i c  Railway Company, 

r e l a t i v e  t o  s u r f a c e  and mineral  r i g h t s ,  It should be mentioned, 

however, t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  o f  discovery,  pos t i ng  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  

mining c la ims,  a p p l i e d  t o  pub l i c  l ands  a s  a means of maintaining 

f r e e  compet i t ion,  w e r e  app l i cab l e  t o  p r i v a t e l y  owned lands.  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  of t h e  development of t h e  Mariscal  Minin, 

d i s t r i c t  a cons ide rab l e  amount o f  con t roversy  a r o s e  due t o  e r r o r  

i n  surveys r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  boundaries o f  t h e  ra i lway and pub l i c  

school s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  a rea .  It  appears  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  ope ra to r  

Martin S o l i s ,  D. E. Lindsey, Ventura Bustos,  and o t h e r s  d i d  not  

bo ther  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t u a l  agreements wi th  t he  Texas and 

P a c i f i c  Railway Company a s  they  be l i eved  t h e i r  c la ims were on 

pub l i c  school l and ,  Sec t ion  34, Block G-3. I n  t h e  meantime, thc 



Sanger Bro thers  o f  Dal las ,  Texas, en t e r ed  i n t o  a lease c o n t r a c t  

with t h e  Texas and P a c i f i c  Railway Company f o r  t he  sur face  and 

mineral r i g h t s  on Sec t ion  33, Block G-3. T. P. Barry aqd He M o  

Yesmith were sen t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  pos t  mining c la ims  on Sec- 

t i on  33 i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  Almaden Mining Company, which w a s  owned 

%nd c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  Sanger  roth hers.^ There soon a r o s e  a 

2ontroversy over t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  boundary between Sec t ion  33 

md Sec t ion  34. E. D, Lindsey had pos ted  some seven o r  more 

:laims i n  t h e  a r e a ,  presumably on Sec t ion  34, and t h e  Almaden 

l in ing Company, which had pos t ed  c la ims on Sec t ion  33, claimed 

:hat a number o f  t h e  Lindsey claims were a c t u a l l y  on t h i s  sec t ion .  

Sach s i d e  had l i c e n s e d  surveyors ,  and i n  add i t i on ,  t h e  B r e w s t e r  

:ounty judge on o r d e r s  o f  t h e  c o u r t  des igna ted  J. C, B i rd  t o  make 

. survey and r e p o r t  t o  t h e  cour t .  There w a s  never a unanimous 

.arking made by t h e  va r ious  surveyors ;  however, t h e  c o u r t ,  on 

he  b a s i s  o f  t h e  B i rd  survey, rendered judgment i n  favor  o f  t h e  

lmaden Mining Company.9 On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  dec i s ion  kindsey 

o s t  f i v e  o f  h i s  more va luab le  claims. Thereaf te r ,  a l l  

p e r a t o r s  o f  t h e  major mining a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Mariscal  Mountain 

r e a  were c a r e f u l  t o  s ecu re  proper  lease c o n t r a c t s  wi th  t h e  Texas 

nd P a c i f i c  Railway Company a s  w e l l  a s  t o  acqu i r e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  

8. Brewster County Deed Records, Vol. 9, 632. 

9. B r e w s t e r  County Court ,  Minutes, Vol. J 2, pp. 194, 258. 
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e x i s t i n g  mining c la ims which had prev ious ly  been awarded on Sec- 

t i o n  33 o f  Block G - 3 .  lo such mineral  r i g h t s  and mining c l a i  

had t o  be  removed be fo re  t h e  a r e a  could be embraced wi th in  and 

become a Nat ional  Park. There was cons iderab le  apprehension on 

t h e  p a r t  of Nat ional  Park  o f f i c i a l s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  problem of 

mineral  r i g h t s  a s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  fol lowing memorandum datec 

January 16,  1942: 

Sec t ion  33, Block G - 3  con t a in s  a qu i cks i l ve r  
mine owned by t h e  Texas and P a c i f i c  Railway 
Company. The mine has  been l ea sed  t o  t h e  
Vivianna Mining Company, which i s  a t  p resen t  
i n s t a l l i n g  new equipment p repara tory  t o  re- 
opening mining opera t ions .  The water f o r  t h e  
mine i s  l o c a t e d  on s e c t i o n  20, and a house and 
garage used i n  connect ion with  t h e  mine a r e  
on s e c t i o n  34. The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  acqu i r ing  
t h e  mineral  r i g h t s  o f  s ec t i on  33 might jeop- 
a r d i z e  t h e  e n t i r e  park program, because o f  
t h e  l a r g e  b lock  o f  s e c t i o n s  owned by t h e  Texas 
and P a c i f i c  Railway Company, which i s  w i l l i n g  
t o  d e a l  a t  f a i r  p r i c e s  except on t h i s  s ec t i on ,  
Therefore  it i s  recommended t h a t  t h e  mineral  
r i g h t s  on s e c t i o n  33 be excluded f o r  t h e  pre -  
s e n t ,  bu t  t h a t  w e  r e s t r i c t  t h e  use  o f  t h e  
s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  product ion o f  minerals ,  and 
t h a t  s e c t i o n s  20 and 34 be acqui red ,  wi th  t h e  
prov is ion  t h a t  ope ra to r s  o f  t h e  mine be allowed 
t o  cont inue  use  o f  t h e  water on s e c t i o n  20, and 
t h e  house and garage on s ec t i on  34," 

10. B r e w s t e r  County Deed Records, Vol. 76, p, 56; Vol. 91 
P O  254. 

11. Brewster County Deed Records, Vol. 96,254; Paul  V. 
Brown, Assoc ia te  Regional D i r ec to r ,  Region Two, Nat ional  Park 
Serv ice ,  "Memorandum," To Regional D i r ec to r ,  Region Three, 
January 16 ,  1942. 



DISPOSITION OF MINERAL RIGHTS AND 
MINING CLAIMS I N  THE MARISCAL AREA 

The l a s t  of t h e  e f f e c t i v e  l e a s e s  t o  Sec t ion  33 and t h e  mining 

:laims on t h e  s ec t i on  was based on a l e a s e  gran ted  t o  Alber t  P. 

Ieyer, Lancaster  County, Pennsylvania,  August 1, 1940. This  l e a s e  

ias t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Vivianna Mining Company, of which M r .  Meyer 

ras t h e  major s tockholder .  The l e a s e  t o  t h e  Vivianna Mining Com- 

,any was t o  endure f o r  a pe r iod  of t e n  yea r s  and a s  long t h e r e a f t e r  

.s t h e  company might b e  e x t r a c t i n g  o r e  according t o  t h e  terms of 

he con t r ac t .  On May 16, 1942, however, t h e  Texas and P a c i f i c  

ai lway Company gave a warranty deed t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas t o  a 

umber of s e c t i o n s  i n  Block G-3, inc lud ing  Sec t ion  33. The deed 

rovided,  however, t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas would cont inue  t o  per -  

i t  t h e  mining o f  qu i cks i l ve r  from t h e  c la ims  on Sec t ion  33 so  

ong a s  t h e  owners and ope ra to r s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e  cont inued 

o o p e r a t e  and were producing o r e  o f  economic value,  I n  t h e  mean- 

i m e ,  a d i s t r i c t  cou r t  judgment da ted  January 24, 1944, dec l a r ed  

he Vivianna Mining Company i n  bankruptcy, d i s so lved  t h e  company 

nd p laced  i t  under r ece ive r sh ip  wi th  He A, C o f f i e l d  a s  rece iver .  

hus t h e  ou ts tanding  l e a s e  on Sec t ion  33 was void,  and on Apr i l  5, 

949, t h e  Texas and P a c i f i c  Railway Company i s sued  a c o r r e c t e d  

a r r a n t y  deed t o  t h e  s t a t e  of Texas i n  which a l l  mineral  r i g h t s  

o Sec t ion  33 w e r e  deeded t o  t h e  state, ,  Subsequently,  on Jan- 

a r y  11, 1950, t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas i s sued  a c o r r e c t e d  deed t o  t h e  



Government of t he  United S t a t e s  t o  c o r r e c t  a  p r i o r  deed which 

had reserved  l i m i t e d  mineral  r i g h t s  t o  Sec t ion  33, Block G-3.12 

By t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  deeds a l l  l ands  which had been prev ious ly  own( 

wi th in  t h e  bounds of  t h e  Big Bend Park by p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w~ 

de l ive red  t o  t h e  Government o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  unencumbered. 

Long p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  on August 26, 1943, t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas had 

d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  Government o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  a  deed of  s t a t  

owned and c o n t r o l l e d  l ands  t o  t h e  Government o f  t h e  United S t a t  

The Vivianna Mining Company, t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  produc t ive  

mining ope ra t i ons  a t  t h e  Mariscal  Mine, on being d i s so lved  b y  

a c t i o n  of  a  judgment o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court  o f  t h e  E igh ty - th i rd  

J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  was thereby au toma t i ca l l y  r e l i e v e d  of i t s  

miner a 1  r i g h t s  and mining claims.  I n  t h e  process  by which t h e  

r ece ive r ,  H. A. Co f f i e ld ,  d isposed of  t h e  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  Vivian] 

Mining Company, it was provided t h a t  Bob's Mining Company, whit 

acqui red  machinery and mining equipment o f  t h e  defunct  Viviann 

Mining Company, should be  allowed a  reasonable  time i n  which t 

d i spose  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  and t o  remove them from t h e  premises 

As 'p r ev ious ly  mentioned i n  Chapter 111 of  t h i s  paper ,  M r .  P u l l  

o f  Bob's Mining Company had by 1955 removed a l l  i t e m s  o f  value 

12, B r e w s t e r  County Deed Records, Vole 99, PO 509; Val- 
pa 183, Val. 115, p. 216; Vole 116, PO 314. 

13. Brewster County Deed Records, Vol. 103, 608. 



n t h e  mining indus t ry  from t h e  Mariscal  p roper t ies .  l4 It i s  

v i d e n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  by 1955 a l l  p r i v a t e l y  owned p r o p e r t i e s  

f economic va lue  were removed from t h e  Mariscal  Mine a r e a  

nd t h a t  which remains on t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  a r e  o f  h i s t o r i c  va lue  

nly. A s  such, t h e  evidence o f  mining ope ra t i ons  should b e  o f  

a l u e  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  a r e a  t o  park v i s i t o r s .  

14. Interview,  Robert N, Pulliam, March 4, 1968; Bureau 
f Mines, "Information C i r c u l a r f f  No. 8252, op. c i t . ,  348. 



CHAPTER V 

PRESENT STATUS OF MARISCAL MINE AND SUMMARY 

STATUS OF THE MARISCAL MINE AT THE PRESENT TIME 

The Mariscal  Mine a r e a  a s  we f i n d  it today g ives  every ev 

dence of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  "ghost" mining camp. In  t h e  v a l l e y  t 

t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  nor thern  t i p  o f  Mariscal  Mountain and along t F  

f o o t h i l l s  ad j acen t  t o  t h e  main s h a f t  of t h e  Mariscal  Mine a r e  

be  found t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  vacant  housing f a c i l i t i e s  which werc 

used by t h e  foreman o f  t h e  mine and t h e  Mexican workmen and t k  

f ami l ies .  There a r e  f i v e  major types  o f  bu i ld ings  o r  houses. 

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  r a t h e r  r a p i d l y  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  five-room frz  

s tucco  r e s idence  which was occupied by t h e  foreman o f  t h e  minc 

Second, t h e r e  are the  remains of  something over twenty s tone  c 

rock houses, which were b u i l t  and used by t h e  Mexican workmen 

dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  of  t h e  opera t ion  of  t h e  Mariscal  Mining Com- 

pany from 1919 t o  1923. These bu i ld ings  vary  i n  s i z e  from onc 

t o  t h r e e  rooms. They a r e  i n  varying s t a t e s  o f  decay dependinc 

upon t h e  s k i l l  o f  t h e  b u i l d e r  and t h e  choice  and type  o f  rock 

used i n  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  house, Those t h a t  were cons t  

by a good craftman wi th  choice  m a t e r i d l s  s t i l l  s t and  i n  good 

condi t ion.  On t h e  o ther  hand, those  t h a t  were cons t ruc t ed  i n  



h a s t e  by poor workmen and wi th  poor ly  s e l e c t e d  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  i n  

a bad s t a t e  o f  r epa i r .  Many w e r e  o f  such poor cons t ruc t ion  t h a t  

nothing b u t  a heap of  rubble  i s  l e f t  t o  show where t h e r e  was once 

a house. Third ,  t h e r e  were f i v e  o r  more three-room conc re t e  

bu i ld ings  which were cons t ruc t ed  i n  t h e  1940s by t h e  Vivianna 

Mining Company, which w e r e  l i k e l y  never used o r  occupied. No- 

t h ing  remains o f  t he se  except t h e  conc re t e  wa l l s ,  f l o o r s ,  and 

p a t i o s  wi th  t h e  exception o f  one which s t i l l  has  most o f  t h e  roof  

remaining. Fourth ,  about one-half  m i l e  t o  t h e  no r th  o f  t h e  f o r e -  

man's house and t h e  group of  conc re t e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h e r e  i s  another  

group of  small  one-room frame s tucco  bu i ld ings .  Each o f  t he se  

had a d i r t  roof much o f  which has  caved i n t o  t h e  bu i ld ing .  These 

l i kewi se  were cons t ruc t ed  by t h e  Vivianna Mining Company, l i k e l y  

t o  house p o s s i b l e  unmarried workmen. F i f t h ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  r e a r  

o f  t h e  foreman's house t h e r e  i s  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  what must have 

been in tended  a s  a l a r g e  s to r age  warehouse. This  bu i ld ing  had 

a good conc re t e  foundation and concre te  w a l l s  up t o  about  four  

feet. It appears  t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  was never completed. A l l  of  

t he se  b u i l d i n g s  were on Sec t ion  34, Block G-3. 

The Mariscal  Mine c o n s i s t s  o f  a main s h a f t  l oca t ed  on a 

l eve led-of f  l edge  along t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  Mariscal  Mountain. 

P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t imbers  which had h e l d  t h e  h o i s t  equipment f o r  

t h e  s h a f t  have been dest royed by f i r e .  There i s  evidence t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  cons ide rab l e  equipment such a s  baske ts ,  o r e  buckets ,  and 



guides  f o r  t h e  h o i s t i n g  equipment down i n  t h e  s h a f t .  Close by 

t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  main s h a f t ,  looking up t h e  h i l l ,  i s  an in-  

c l i n e d  s h a f t  o r  tunne l  which was used by t h e  miners t o  e n t e r  the 

working a r e a  of t h e  mine. This  tunnel ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a i r  vent  

tunne l  t o  t h e  nor th  o f  t h e  main s h a f t ,  i s  p r e t t y  w e l l  f i l l e d  wit 

rubble ,  None of t h e  s h a f t s  o r  t unne l s  have e f f e c t i v e  b a r r i e r s  

t o  prevent  over-anxious v i s i t o r s  from en te r ing .  

Down t h e  h i l l ,  and on va r ious  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  i n c l i n e  of  t h e  

h i l l ,  a r e  t o  be  found t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  processing p l a n t  f o r  t h e  

q u i c k s i l v e r  ore. Most a l l  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  s tone,  b r i ck ,  

o r  conc re t e  and thus  remain i n  a  f a i r  s t a t e  of r e p a i r  i n  so  f a r  

a s  t h e  w a l l s  a r e  concerned. Any po r t i on  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  whick 

were o f  wood, however, have, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  been dest royed 

by f i r e  o r  vandalism. Doubtless,  however, such of  t h e  wooden 

p o r t i o n s  of a l l  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  have been removed f o r  use  elsc 

where. The o l d  S c o t t  Furnace, which i s  about h a l f  way down t h e  

h i l l  from t h e  main s h a f t ,  i s  i n  t h e  poores t  s t a t e  o f  r e p a i r  of 

a l l  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s .  The o r e  dumps, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  a r e  regul 

wi th  t h e  except ion of  one p l a c e  where a  cons iderab le  p o r t i o n  of 

one dump has  been removed, doubt less  t o  improve t h e  roadbed goir 

up t h e  h i l l .  The roads  going up t h e  h i l l  a r e  i n  very bad con- 

d i t i o n  and w i l l  r e q u i r e  a  heavy o u t l a y  of money t o  p lace  i n  

usab le  condi t ion.  Most a l l  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  processing 

p l a n t  a r e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  western edge of Sec t ion  34, Block G-3. 



SUMMARY 

Quicks i l ve r  was f i rs t  found i n  t h e  Mariscal  Mine a r e a  about  

30. I n  t h e  yea r s  immediately fol lowing t h e  discovery many 

Dspectors came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and pos ted  and f i l e d  many mining 

aims a l l  t h e  way from t h e  Rio Grande t o  t h e  no r the rn  t i p  of 

r i s c a l  Mountain. Among t h e  e a r l y  prospec tors  a r e  t o  b e  found 

zh names a s  Martin S o l i s ,  Ventura Bustos, D. E. (Ed) Lindsey, 

3rles He Nearing, Amos Townsend, H. J. F a i l i n g ,  Ray M i l l e r ,  

K. E l l i s ,  T. Po Barry, and H. N. Nesmith. Most o f  t h e  ear ly -  

aims were soon conso l ida ted  i n  t h e  names of  D. E. (Ed) Lindsey, 

d t h e  Texas Almaden Mining Company which was represen ted  by 

r r y  and Nesmith i n  t h e  Mariscal  a r ea ,  Competition between 

ndsey and t h e  Texas Almaden Company soon r e s u l t e d  i n  a l awsui t  

d f i v e  o r  s i x  d i f f i c u l t  surveys o f  t h e  a r e a  t o  determine t h e  

undary l i n e  between Sec t ions  33 and 34. Sec t ions  33 of  Block 

3 was under l e a s e  from t h e  Texas and P a c i f i c  Railway Company by 

e Texas Almaden Mining Company and Lindsey had a number of 

ning c la ims  which he be l i eved  t o  be  on Sec t ion  34. The B r e w s t e r  

unty Court accepted t h e  survey o f  J. C. Bi rd  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  sur -  

y and rendered a dec i s ion  which gave t h e  more important o f  t h e  

ndsey c la ims  t o  t h e  Texas Almaden Mining Company, a s  by t h e  su r -  

y they were l o c a t e d  on Sec t ion  33. Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  Lindsey, 

cause of  l a c k  of  funds t o  purchase needed lumber t o  p r o t e c t  



h i s  workings, was forced  t o  d i scont inue  mining a c t i v i t i e s o l  The 

Texas Almaden Mining Company cont inued t o  engage i n  explorat ion.  

Seemingly, however, they never produced any r e f ined  o r e  from the  

a r ea ,  and by 1909 they  allowed t h e i r  l e a s e  t o  r e v e r t  because of 

l a c k  of opera t ions .  

The next  a c t i v i t y  o f  consequence came during t h e  pe r iod  of 

World War I when W. K. E l l i s  acqui red  a l e a s e  t o  Sect ion 33, and 

dur ing t h e  pe r iod  from 1916-1919 he produced 894 f l a s k s  of re -  

f i n e d  o r e  from t h e  Mariscal  area .2  I n  1919, E l l i s  s o l d  h i s  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company, which was 

under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  W. D. Burcham. The Mariscal  Mining Com- 

pany expended a cons iderab le  amount o f  money f o r  new mining equi  

ment, inc lud ing  a 45-ton S c o t t  Furnace. They deepened t h e  main 

s h a f t  and i n s t a l l e d  an improved h o i s t  wi th  necessary equipment 

f o r  b r ing ing  o r e  from t h e  workings, most of which were a t  t h e  

250-foot l eve l .  I n  add i t i on ,  about one-half  mi le  down t h e  f l a t  

they cons t ruc t ed  a new five-room home f o r  t h e  foreman. The 

Mariscal  Mining Company opera ted  f o r  about four  yea r s  dur ing 

which t i m e  they  produced about 400 f l a s k s  of r e f i n e d  q u i c k s i l v e ~  

1. Alpine Avalanche, August 5, 1904. 

2. Ransome, op. c i t . ,  424. 

3. Interview,  W. D. Burcham, March 2, 1968. 



Lack o f  funds fo rced  t h e  Mariscal  Mining Company t o  c l o s e  down 

i n  1923, Some t e n  yea r s  later, i n  1934, M r .  H. R e  Card secured 

a l e a s e  t o  Sec t ion  33 and made an e f f o r t  t o  f i nance  ope ra t i ons  

and reopen t h e  mine. H e  f a i l e d  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  and was f o r c e d  t o  

r e l i n q u i s h  h i s  l e a s e e 4  I n  1942, M r ,  We D. Burcham. i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  

wi th  Alber t  Po Meyer o f  Pennsylvania,  organized t h e  Vivianna 

Mining Company. This  group made ex t ens ive  improvements i n  housing 

and mining equipment and renewed ope ra t i ons  f o r  a sho r t  pe r iod  

dur ing  which they produced 97 f l a s k s  o f  qu i cks i l ve r .  5 

The Vivianna Company was dec la red  bankrupt by t h e  c o u r t s  

and p laced  i n  r ece ive r sh ip ,  wi th  H, A. C o f f i e l d  a s  r e c e i v e r t i n  

December of  1944. Some t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  Vivianna 

Mining Company were acqui red  by Bob's Mining Company under t h e  

management of Robert No Pulliam. Bob's Mining Company never d i d  

any development o r  product ion i n  t h e  area, because,  i n  t h e  mean- 

time, Big Bend Nat ional  Park  had been o f f i c i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  and 

mining a c t i v i t y  was p roh ib i t ed  wi th in  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  belonging 

t o  t h e  Park, By agreement, however, Bob's Mining Company was 

given a reasonable  time wi th in  which t o  remove t h e  mining equip- 

ment from t h e  premises,  and by 1955, a l l  m a t e r i a l s ,  machinery, 

and equipment o f  va lue  i n  t h e  mining indus t ry  were removed from 

4. Sa l i sbu ry ,  op. c i t .  

5. Bureau of Mines, op. c i t . ,  348, 



t he  area .  Gradually,  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  bu i ld ings  and o the r  

i t e m s  l e f t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  Mariscal  Mine have d e t e r i o r a t e d  

t o  where they  a r e  i n  t h e  cond i t i on  now found a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  

of t h e  o l d  mining a c t i v i t y .  
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