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PATHMAKERS

INTRODUCTION

he hiking trails of Mount Desert Island

extend from the island’s coastal villages into

the mountainous interior of Acadia National
Park, over summits, across rocky ledges, and along
streams, lakeshores, and ocean cliffs above Maine’s
scenic coastline (Fig. 1). While offering walkers an
opportunity to explore the natural beauty of the
island, the trails are the product of human design and
construction, thoughtfully laid out to direct people to
scenic overlooks, interesting rock formations, cul-
tural centers, and to connect park facilities. Skillfully
built steps, ladders, bridges, and cairns guide walkers
through the landscape. The combination of excep-
tional craftsmanship and spectacular natural scenery
make these trails some of the finest and most heavily

used in the country.

Most trails predate the establishment of the park,
including Native American trails, early roads, and
turn-of-the-century village improvement association
paths constructed with private donations. After the
establishment of the park in 1916, trail construction
continued until the island-wide system reached its
peak size of 270 linear miles during the 1930s. Since
that time, the construction of motor and carriage
roads, the 1947 fire, and trail closures in 1959 have
reduced the maintained por-
tion of the system within park
boundaries to 118 miles and
consisting of 103 named trails.
The trails, though extremely
popular, have suffered from
increased erosion, degrada-
tion of built features, and 1
closure of trails due to safety ¢
concerns. At this time the

NEW

park would like to develop HAMPSH

a strategy for increasing the

level of trail maintenance and,
in response to increasing pub-
lic demand, to reopen some f _
trails. There are 110 miles of d
trails within the park that are

no longer marked. Local village improvement associa-
tions maintain 15 miles of trails that extend beyond
park boundaries, while 30 miles are no longer marked.
There is a strong interest in reopening trails that will
reestablish connections to villages and create circuit
walks within the park.

The purpose of this cultural landscape report is to
document the history and significance of the trail sys-
tem, with an emphasis on the physical features, and to
guide the future treatment of the trails. The National
Park Service identifies the cultural landscape report
(CLR) as the primary guide for treatment and use of

a cultural landscape. With reference to appropriate
historical contexts, a CLR documents and evaluates
landscape features and qualities that make a property
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. A
CLR typically analyzes a landscape’s geographical set-
ting, development, materials, construction techniques,
and use in all periods, including those deemed not
significant, With a sensitivity to protecting significant
cultural resources, the CLR recommends treatment
work that is consistent with the landscape’s condi-
tion and use, following the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. The
CLR for the Mount Desert Island hiking trail system is

MAINE

Fig. 1 Location of Mount Desert Island and Acadia National Park.










INTRODUCTION

Mount Desert Island
: Maine

Fig. 2 Path districts defined by the Joint Path Committee of the village improvement associations and societies in the early 1900s.

























Drawing 2 Possible Native American carry trails that predate European settlement in 1760.


























































causes, but as yet we are unable to find that this Com- know, but merely suggest that if any plan can be formed
mittee has made any report, or been discharged from by which this rapid destruction of the woods can be

its duty. Whether the matter was too weighty for the averted it is high time to act.%

Committee, or whether it has been forgotten we do not

Drawing 5 Paths described in early guidebooks as well as those used by the Champlain Society, 1867 to 1889.
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Acadia
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Fig. 19 Map showing some of the trails and many place names used to describe popular walking destinations prepared by Edward Rand
in 1893 to accompany Flora of Mount Desert Island, Maine (1894).
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CREATION OF AN ISLAND-WIDE TRAIL SYSTEM

Northeast Harbor Library

Fig. 21 The first path map of the eastern part of Mount Desert Island prepared in 1896 by Waldron Bates, Edward Rand,
and Herbert Jaques.
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Acadia NP Archives

Fig. 22 Map of Mount Desert Island prepared in 1896 by Waldron Bates, Edward Rand, and Herbert Jaques showing some paths and
woods roads.
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Drawing 6 Paths constructed by the Bar Harbor Village Improvement Association, 1890 to 1899.
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Fig. 34 Path map of the eastern part of Mount Desert, updated in 1909, shows the many paths added by Bates between
1900 and 1907. Four tracts of land shaded green are protected by the Bar Harbor VIA and Hancock County Trustees.
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Fig. 73 Path map of the eastern part of Mount Desert, updated in 1916.
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ath Committee between 1900 and 1916.

and the Joint P

Drawing 7a Paths constructed by the Southwest Harbor VIA
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Bar Harbor Historical Society

Fig. 85 Path map of the eastern part of Mount Desert, updated in 1932.
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al Society

Bar Harbor Historic

Fig. 86 Path map of the western part of Mount Desert, updated in 1932.
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Drawing 8a Paths constructed by the Southwest Harbor VIA, Joint Path Committee, and National Park Service between 1917
and 1932.
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Fig. 120 Path and road map of the western part of Mount Desert, updated in 1941.
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MANAGEMENT OF A NATIONAL PARK TRAIL SYSTEM
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Fig. 121. Path and road map of the eastern part of Mount Desert, updated in 1941.
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Drawing 9a Paths constructed by the Southwest Harbor VIA, Joint Path Committee, and National Park Service CCC crews
between 1933 and 1942.




MANAGEMENT OF A NATIONAL PARK TRAIL SYSTEM

Drawing 9b Paths constructed by the Bar Harbor, Northeast Harbor, and Seal Harbor Village Improvement Path Committees
and National Park Service CCC crews between 1933 and 1942.
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Fig. 124 Many of the trails no longer marked are within the area burned by the 1947 fire.
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Drawing 10a Paths constructed or closed by the National Park Service between 1943 and 2003.
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