
As the nation’s principle conservation agency, the Department of Interior has the responsibility for most 
of our nationally owned public lands and natural resources.  This includes fostering sound use of our land 
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Arizona Strip: Where the West Stays Wild

Chapter 1

"The desert is time, exposed time, geologic time.  One needs time in 
the desert to see.  When one of us says, 'Look, there’s nothing out 

there,' what we are really saying is, 'I cannot see.'" 
  

 Terry Tempest Williams, 2001

Chapter 2

"The road’s a natural filter.  
Only the best people make it this far."

  
 John Riffey, Tuweep Ranger, 1942-1980

Chapter 3

"The desert lures a man on and on, from the red-walled canyons to the smoke-blue ranges 
beyond, in a futile but fascinating quest for the great, unimaginable treasure which the desert 

seems to promise.  Once caught by this golden lure you become a prospector for life, 
condemned, doomed, exalted."

   Edward Abbey in Desert Solitaire

Appendices

"The Arizona Strip is one of the most remote regions on earth,  It is five million acres of no 
electricity, no phone lines, and very little water.  The lack of water is what kept it remote, plus the 

reality that the Grand Canyon defines its southern border.  The fact that there are 280 miles of 
canyon with no highway bridge means there's little reason for anyone to pass that way except out 

of curiosity.  And even then it requires a stout vehicle and an even stouter heart." 

   Lyman Hafen, 2001

Glossary, References Cited, Index, 
and Abbreviations and Acronyms

Arizona Strip: Where the West Stays Wild

Chapter 1

"The land will be here a lot longer than us."   
  

Evening on the Arizona Strip 2003, Lyman Hafen

Chapter 2

"The desert is time, exposed time, geologic time.  One needs time in the 
desert to see.  When one of us says, 'Look, there’s nothing out there,' 

what we are really saying is, 'I cannot see.'”
  

  Terry Tempest Williams, 2001

Chapter 3

"Today I have realized more than ever the bigness and wildness of this country."    

Sharlot Hall, 1911

Appendices

"The Arizona Strip is one of the most remote regions on earth,  It is five million acres of no 
electricity, no phone lines, and very little water.  The lack of water is what kept it remote, plus the 

reality that the Grand Canyon defines its southern border.  The fact that there are 280 miles of 
canyon with no highway bridge means there's little reason for anyone to pass that way except out 

of curiosity.  And even then it requires a stout vehicle and an even stouter heart." 

   Lyman Hafen, 2001
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Arizona Strip: Where the West Stays Wild

Chapter 1

"Far across … the Colorado River the Pah-reah Plateau stood huge and 
gorgeously colored.  This great cliff wall … is wilder and grander than anything 
we have seen so far.  The upper cliffs are broken into many-toothed turrets and 
spurs like long fangs against the sky and their dark iron-rust color all blotched 

and smeared with lighter splashes makes the blue of the air seem purple."
  

Sharlot Hall, 1911

Chapter 2

Here, truly, the imagination soars and the very spirit is set free.   
  

Alfonso Ortiz, 1979

Chapter 3

"This is Coyote’s country-a landscape of the imagination, where nothing is as it appears."     

Terry Tempest Williams, 2001

Appendices

"The land will be here a lot longer than us."

Evening on the Arizona Strip 2003, Lyman Hafen
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