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Oral History Project - Memories of Paterson and the Great Falls Area
Oral Histories are an authentic record that goes well beyond the pages of a textbook. Oral histories give us the opportunity to discover what life was like in the past from the people who lived it.   The goal of the Oral History Project at Paterson Great Falls National Historical Park is to connect with the men and women lived and worked in Paterson and the surrounding communities.  These stories represent an often untold historical account that will paint a picture of America’s first planned industrial city.  The stories could range from the memories of a child whose parents were mill owners or mill workers, labor leaders or residents.       These narratives allow us to share the history of Paterson, New Jersey with our visitors.  Thank you for your participation.

Information:
 Name: _____________________________________
Today’s Date: ___________________________
 Would you be willing to be contacted at a later date to discuss your memories in more detail? _____________
 Address: ___________________________________               City, State, and Zip Code: __________________________
 Home Phone: _______________________________
   E-Mail Address: ___________________________________
Please circle one or more of the following phrases which best describe your relationship to Paterson:

⁯ Mill Owner



Resident of a surrounding community but you worked in Paterson

⁯ Mill/Hydroelectric Plant Worker   
Immigrant through Ellis Island with ties to Paterson
⁯ Paterson resident


Labor Leader

Employee of City of Paterson                                

Years you lived/worked in or around Paterson: 19 ____ to 19 ____?
1. Working in Paterson:
a.   Did you or your family work in or own a Paterson mill/business?  What was the name, what did it manufacture and where was it located?
b.   Please briefly describe the nature of your work?  Were you employed by the City of Paterson?  If so, could you briefly describe your work?

c.   Was the mill/business affiliated with the Society for the Establishment of Useful Manufacturers (S.U.M.) in some way?  



d.   Was the mill powered by the Passaic River or the Great Falls?  If so, can you explain how?

e.   Were you or any of your family members involved in union activities in relation to the mills/businesses in Paterson?  Please describe.
Living In or Around Paterson:
a. Did you or one of your family members come through Ellis Island and settle in the Paterson Area?  _



b. Why did you/your family decide to settle in Paterson or in one of the surrounding communities?
c.   What were the social activities you participated in throughout Paterson and the surrounding areas?                          please include any sporting events, the arts, etc?
Please use this space if you have any additional comments, stories, or memories:

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have any memorabilia (photos, letters, newspaper clippings, etc.) you are willing to share with the National Park Service?
Need more space?  Add a second sheet of paper and send back later.

Paterson Great Falls National Historical Park
ATTN: Oral History Project
72 McBride Avenue
Paterson, NJ 07501
Park Office Phone #

973-523-5295




Or e-mail: oralhistorypagr.nps@gmail.com
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