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Weddings at Ozark National Scenic Riverways


If you are interested in conducting a wedding in Ozark National Scenic Riverways (ONSR), the following information will be helpful in making your plans.  A Special Use Permit is required to hold a wedding within ONSR.  A non-refundable application fee of $50.00 is due when the application is submitted.  You must allow sufficient time for the Park to process your request and you will be notified of the status of the application and the necessary steps to secure your final permit.  Depending upon your activity request, your permit may require the payment of cost recovery charges and proof of liability insurance naming the United States of America an additional insured.

Applications:  Complete the Application for Special Use Permit.  Please review the Terms & Conditions below before submitting your permit application as they outline the specific requirements and restrictions on the permit.  Mail a completed and signed application form to: Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Attn: Special Park Uses Program Office, P. O. Box 490, Van Buren, Missouri 63965 or email your application to: peggy_tarrence@nps.gov.  Thereafter, you will be provided with instructions on how to submit the non-refundable application fee, the status of the application and the necessary steps to secure your final permit.  

Recently, we have implemented an online payment method through Pay.gov.  When we receive your application you will receive an email from notification@pay.gov. This email will give you the instructions necessary to access the invoice for your $50.00 non-refundable application fee. Once you have entered the access code, you will be prompted to answer the question, "What is the abbreviation of Ozark National Scenic Riverways?". The answer is 'ONSR'. After that, you may complete payment!

Cost Recovery:  As part of the permitting process, management and monitoring fees will be assessed to recover the actual costs incurred by all park divisions involved in support of the use and will be determined during the application approval process.  You will be informed of the amount of Cost Recovery fees due at the time a permit is issued to you with the request for your review and acceptance of the permit terms and conditions.  Once again, you will receive an email from notification@pay.gov with the amount due and the instructions necessary to access the invoice for your fee.  Fees will be due with the return of your signed permit prior to the commencement of your activity.  

Permits:  If your application is approved, a Special Use Permit will be prepared and sent to you for signature.  In addition to the permit General Terms and Conditions there are Park and Activity Specific Terms & Conditions.  Please review the permit and its terms and conditions carefully as they set out the permittee’s rights and obligations.  Sign the permit, signifying your acceptance, and return to our office.  After all fees have been received and upon final approval by the Superintendent, a signed copy of the permit will be sent to you.  Until a Special Use Permit is approved and issued, the requested date, time and location cannot be finalized.  The approved, signed permit copy must be in your possession at the time of the wedding.

Locations:  Weddings are permitted in ONSR in a number of locations.  Some of the more popular sites are Big Spring and Alley Spring.  A visit to the park is highly recommended prior to finalizing your plans in order to decide on a location for your wedding.  Please indicate the specific location on the application.  The Special Use Permit does not allow your ceremony to restrict other park visitors from your chosen location nor does it guarantee you a specific site.  

Pavilion:  If you desire a pavilion or group site you will need to make reservations at www.recreation.gov  or call (877) 444-6777.  A fee will be associated with your reservation.   

Park and Activity Specific Permit Terms & Conditions: In addition to the permit General Terms and Conditions there are Park and Activity Specific Terms and Conditions that apply based on the nature of your request.  To maintain park natural and cultural resources and quality visitor experiences the following restrictions and requirements are a continuation of the general terms and apply to Special Use Permits for weddings:

19. Permittee is responsible for sharing the terms and conditions of this Special Use Permit with all participants and guests and accepts responsibility for monitoring compliance with this permit.

20. The permittee and participants will not disturb, adversely effect, alter, damage or remove any natural/cultural resources, archeological or historic artifacts.  Digging, scraping, chiseling or defacing natural features is prohibited.

21. Wedding ceremonies, including all permitted support equipment (i.e., tables, chairs, tripods, etc.), may only be held within authorized location.  Ceremonies may not be conducted on any public walkways.  Set up and placement of support equipment on public walkways is prohibited.

22. Structures, including arches, arbors, tents, shade structures, stages and portable pavilions may not be used or erected.  Aisle runners are not permitted.

23. Historical buildings or other structures may be used as backdrop only.  Buildings cannot be used for attachments (such as banners or flowers) or be incorporated into the ceremony as a stage.

24. Access to the area must be kept open to the public and weddings cannot interfere with normal visitor activity in any manner.  The park will not exclude nor allow permittee to exclude other park visitors from the site during the wedding ceremony or during event setup/removal.

25. Permittees may be authorized a maximum of two (2) hours prior to ceremony for event setup and two (2) hours at the conclusion of ceremony for event removal.

26. Embellishing the area by erecting banners or signs, placing hanging lights, decorations or other objects in trees or vegetation is prohibited.  

27. Chairs may be placed; however, hay bales may not be used for seating due to potential resource impairment.

28. Throwing or scattering of rice, bird seed, real or artificial flowers or flower petals, confetti, streamers or other similar materials is prohibited.  In addition, the use and release of balloons, sky lanterns (Chinese lanterns), and animals including birds, butterflies or other living things is strictly prohibited.

29. The use of bubbles or bubble making machines is prohibited.

30. Electrical power will not be furnished, nor will generators be allowed.

31. The use of a portable, battery-operated microphone/speaker sound system is acceptable as long as they meet the standards listed in 36 CFR 2.12(a)(1) and do not interfere with the use of the area by other individuals.  No public address systems are allowed.

32. All vehicles (including motorcycles) for the wedding party must be parked in designated parking areas.  Carpooling is recommended; parking may be limited in some areas.  Handicapped parking restrictions will be enforced.

33. Permittee will assume all responsibility for cleaning up of the site after the ceremony.  Please remove any chairs, discarded flowers, paper, trash or other items.  The Bride/Groom vehicle may not be decorated with cans, paper, streamers or any other item that may be left behind in the park.

34. Launching, landing, or operating an unmanned aircraft from - or on lands and waters administered by the National Park Service within the boundaries of ONSR is prohibited.  This term includes all types of devices that meet this definition (e.g. model airplanes, quadcopters, drones) that are used for any purpose, including for recreation or commerce. 

35. Ozark National Scenic Riverways Park Rangers strictly enforce all laws relating to excessive drinking.  Permittee and guests must comply with all applicable federal, state, county and Park Service regulations.

36. Ozark National Scenic Riverways retains the right to close any trail, river section or other areas during emergencies, government shutdowns or park closures, floods, rainfall events exceeding 2 inches in a 24-hour period or other unforeseen situations.

37. Violation of the terms and conditions of the permit may result in the immediate revocation of the permit or denial of future permits.

Other stipulations may be added depending on the specific nature of your request.  In addition to the specific terms and conditions articulated in the permit, all other Federal laws and regulations apply.
If you have any questions about the application process or your permit, please contact Peggy Tarrence at peggy_tarrence@nps.gov or (573) 323-4864.
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