Big Spring Video Dialogue – Summer 2010 – Cathy Runge

On behalf of the Department of Interior and the National Park Service we would like to welcome you to Ozark National Scenic Riverways, home of the Current and Jacks Fork rivers.
The natural and cultural resources of this scenic river way exemplify the beauty and diversity of the Ozark region of Missouri. The park boasts more than 300 springs.  The largest, Big Spring, is located on the lower current river close to Van Buren, Missouri.  Big Spring rises through a jumble of giant boulders, forcing the water to flow between the rocks causing a dramatic turning and tumbling.  Being the largest spring in Missouri and of the top three in North America, water from the spring would fill Busch Stadium in St. Louis in thirty-three (33) hours.
Big Spring is home to many species of plants and animals.  Watercress, the water butter cup, speedwell and water moss all flourish in the cold water providing shelter for a large number of aquatic life forms. Periwinkle snails, crayfish, insect larvae and a variety of fish can be found in Big Spring.  A wide variety of terrestrial wildlife including deer, otter and squirrels also utilize Big Spring as a part of their habitat.
With its wild beauty and clear water Big Spring has been a gathering place for people throughout time.  The Civilian Conservation Corp known as the CCC arrived at Big Spring in the mid 1930’s hoping to conserve the areas resources and provide increased visitors facilities.  The work of the CCC such as the construction of the dining lodge and fourteen cabins add to the historic significance of the area and are still utilized today.
Attending ranger led interpretive programs can increase your understanding and appreciation of Big Spring.  Activities include guided hikes, education programs, evening programs and culture events such as our annual Heritage Days event.
The wildness of the countryside, the clarity of the water and relative remoteness from the outside world make Big Spring a peaceful escape from the demands of everyday life.  Plan your next trip to Ozark Scenic River ways and join the generations of family and friends who have made Big Spring a tradition. 






