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Department of Interior Changes Firearm Regulations
Amendment to 36 CFR Sec. 2.4, Weapons, Traps and Nets

For Immediate Release

The Department of the Interior, through the National Park Service and the Fish and Wildlife Service has amended regulations presently codified in 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 2 and 50 CFR Part 27, which provide guidance and controls for the possession and transportation of firearms in national park areas and national wildlife refuges, including Ozark National Scenic Riverways. The existing regulations, currently in effect, were adopted in 1981 for national wildlife refuges and in 1983 for national parks. Since that time many states have enacted new firearms policies. Currently, 48 states have passed legislation allowing for the lawful possession of concealed weapons.

These amendments update the regulations to reflect current state laws authorizing the possession of concealed firearms, while maintaining the existing regulatory provisions that ensure visitor safety and resource protection such as the prohibitions on poaching and limitations on hunting and target practice.  As of January 9, 2009, the NPS will add the following amended regulation to Chapter 2.4, weapons, traps and nets.

“Notwithstanding any other provision in this Chapter, a person may possess, carry, and transport concealed, loaded, and operable firearms within a national park area in accordance with the laws of the state in which the national park area, or that portion thereof, is located, except as otherwise prohibited by applicable Federal law.”

Under the final rule, individuals must have actual authority to possess loaded and concealed firearms under state law in order to carry loaded concealed firearms in Federal park areas and refuges. This means that the State in which the park or refuge unit is located must have laws in place that authorize the individual to possess concealed and loaded firearms. 

The State of Missouri permits anyone who is not otherwise prohibited, to possess, carry, and transport loaded weapons anywhere inside a motor vehicle, whether they are in open site or concealed.  A concealed carry endorsement is not required and the type of weapon which can be concealed is not limited (while in the vehicle only).  The individual who has legal possession/authority/control over the weapon must be 21 years or older.
Reed Detring, Superintendent of Ozark National Scenic Riverways, explains “Superintendents of federal parks are given discretion to prohibit firearms in any federally owned or leased building (ex., dining lodges, interpretive centers, ranger stations, and office buildings).  Accordingly, firearms are still prohibited inside any park-owned building within Ozark National Scenic Riverways. “ Signs will be posted at the entrance doors stating firearms restrictions. This authority is found under 18 U.S. Code, Section 930).

Ozark National Scenic Riverways preserves the free-flowing Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, the surrounding natural resources, and the unique cultural heritage of the Ozark people.  For more information visit, www.nps.gov/ozar 
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