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Ozarks National Scenic Riverways Seeks Public Input Regarding Proposed Upgrade of Radio System

Superintendent Reed Detring announced that Ozark National Scenic Riverways (Park) is inviting public comment on a proposal to rehabilitate and upgrade the Park’s radio system to narrowband digital.  Two new repeater sites, at Cedargrove and Rymer Ridge, would be developed within park boundaries as part of the proposed upgrade. 
Cedargrove Site 
The proposed repeater site is approximately a half mile northwest of Cedargrove off County Road 651 (37-25-33.4 N, 91-36-38.3 W).  The proposed site was once a ranger station.  The ranger station building (cabin) is no longer at the site, but a clearing remains.  There is an access road leading to the clearing and it is accessible by vehicle.  Overhead commercial electrical power is present at the site with an electric meter on a power pole near the edge of the clearing.  
An area approximately 75' x 75' would be cleared of trees, brush, and vegetation for the communications site compound.  A portion of the site is currently free of trees.  The new tower and equipment enclosure will be within the perimeter of the site compound.  The proposed 199' tower would be a self-supporting type that does not require guy wires.  The distance between each of the three legs of the tower at the base would be approximately 18'.  
The new radio system would require installation of one microwave radio with an integrated antenna and a VHF repeater antenna on the new tower.  The microwave radio/antenna would be mounted at the 195' level and the VHF vertical antenna would be side mounted on the tower at a center line level of 180'.  A climate controlled outdoor equipment cabinet would house the new radio equipment.  The cabinet would be installed on a 5' x 5' concrete pad near the base of the tower.  Commercial power from the existing overhead power pole/meter would need to be run to the load center panel mounted on the side of the outdoor cabinet.  The commercial power line would be below grade within the site compound.  
A 6’ high chain link security fence would be installed around the site perimeter.  The fence would have a vehicle width gate at the compound entrance.  The surface within the compound and extending a few feet beyond the security fence would have aggregate rock installed over a weed barrier mat.
Rymer Ridge Site 
This is an undeveloped repeater site.  The proposed site is southeast of Jacks Fork near the Rymer’s facilities (37-02-55.2 N, 91-33-49.6 W).  The site is located on a ridge near commercial power, and is accessible from ‘M’ Highway via an old logging trace.  Because the old logging trace is curved, views of the proposed site would be obscured from the main road.  
An area approximately 75' x 75' would be cleared of trees, brush, and vegetation for the communications site compound.  The new tower and equipment enclosure would be within the perimeter of the site compound.  The proposed 150' tower would be a self-supporting type that does not require guy wires.  The distance between each of the three legs of the tower at the base would be approximately 15'.  The new radio system would require the installation of a tower mounted microwave radio, 4' dish antenna, and a VHF repeater antenna on the new tower.  The 4' dish antenna would be mounted at the 145' level and the VHF vertical antenna would be side mounted on the tower at a center line level of 130'.  
A climate controlled outdoor equipment cabinet would house the new radio equipment.  The cabinet would be installed on a 5' x 5' concrete pad near the base of the tower.  Commercial power and an electric meter would be installed from the existing overhead power near the site to the load center panel mounted on the side of the outdoor cabinet.  The commercial power line would be below grade within the site compound.
A 6’ high chain link security fence would be installed around the site perimeter.  The fence would have a vehicle width gate at the compound entrance.  The surface within the compound and extending a few feet beyond the security fence would have aggregate rock installed over a weed barrier mat.
A 30-day public comment period about the proposal to rehabilitate and upgrade the Park’s radio system to narrowband digital has just begun and input is being solicited to help define any issues to be addressed in an upcoming Environmental Assessment (EA).  Public comments received during this 30-day “scoping” period will be used to develop the EA.  Public review and comments on the EA will also be invited when it is released later next year.
Public comment will be accepted through February 4, 2011 and may be submitted online by selecting Ozark National Scenic Riverways at the NPS Planning, Environment and Public Comment website, http://parkplanning.nps.gov, or sent to: 

Superintendent – Upgrade Radio System
 Ozarks National Scenic Riverways 
404 Watercress Drive 
Van Buren, MO 63965 

Fax: 573-323-4140

Commenters should be aware that their comments, including names and home addresses, are considered public information and may be released to the public.  However, individual commenters may request that their name and home address be withheld from public release by stating this in their comment letter. 
- NPS-
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