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Park Hosts Heritage Days at Big Spring

Van Buren, MO – Ozark National Scenic Riverways again hosts Heritage Days on June 12th and 13th, 2009, at Big Spring.   Enjoy the sounds of Bluegrass music, watch high stepping cloggers, listen to some tall tales and enjoy any number of cultural demonstrations from Ozark woodworking to blacksmithing on an open forge.  Ozark Riverways Heritage Days will be held on Friday, June 12, and Saturday, June 13, at the “Ozark Depression Homestead” near the spring.

On Friday, June 12, storyteller Suzanne Chilton will entertain with Blue and Gray Cross Current.  At 10:00 a.m. and at 12:40 p.m., she shares her family's oral history and the memoirs of J.J. Chilton. Cultural demonstrations are throughout the day from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  The Friday programs focus on children, making this a great day for summer schools and home schoolers to visit.

On Saturday, June 13, the Current River Bluegrass Band will play at 10:00 a.m. and again at 11:45 a.m., followed by a high stepping performance by the Country Fire Cloggers at 11:00 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. Don Graves, a fourth-generation Dulcimer maker, will play his three stringed “walking cane” dulcimer to a repertoire of old time tunes at 1:30 p.m. Traditional old time bluegrass will be performed again at 2:00 p.m. by the Bressler Brothers Bluegrass Band followed by the Buzzard Run Bluegrass Band at 4:15 p.m. and again at 6:30 p.m. 

On Friday and Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. onwards, Ozark crafters engage in traditional activities as sassafras paddle making, quilting, fiddle making, wool spinning, soap making and more. A team of oxen will show off their usefulness to all.  Youngsters can enjoy the activity area with old fashioned games. 

Bring your whole family for a pleasant time out at Big Spring, is located four miles south of Van Buren, Missouri, on State Route 103.  Please bring a blanket or lawn chair for the concerts.  This event is free and all are welcome.  For more information call 573-323-4236, ext 0, or visit online information at: www.nps.gov/ozar
Ozark National Scenic Riverways preserves the free-flowing Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, the surrounding natural resources, and the unique cultural heritage of the Ozark people. 
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