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Park Service Studies Deer at Big Spring
Are there too many deer at Big Spring? Some people think so, but simply seeing a lot of deer is not a very scientific basis for managing them. Scientists from the National Park Service, Missouri Department of Conservation and University of Missouri are beginning a scientific study to find out just how many deer there are, how they move in and around the area, and whether they are doing significant damage to vegetation in the Big Spring area. 

The study will involve marking deer and putting radio collars on them so they can be followed more accurately. This is a project everyone can participate in, not just scientists. If you see a marked deer, please make a note of the deer’s tag number, location, date and time and either call the park or send an e-mail through the park website at www.nps.gov/ozar. Each bit of data helps produce a more accurate picture of what the deer are doing. 

Results from the study will enable the Ozark National Scenic Riverways to make informed decisions about how to manage the deer herd that are based on hard science, not simple observation and anecdotal information. If you have any questions about the deer research project, please call Tim Breen at 573-323-4236, ext 240.
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