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Ozark National Scenic Riverways Begins Assessment and Restoration after Major Flooding
Van Buren, MO – Beginning Saturday April 24, the Jacks Fork and Current River Watersheds received over 21 inches of rain over a period of 7 days on already saturated ground.  The excessive amount of rain runoff caused these rivers to flood and many park areas experienced flash flooding.   The damage caused by the over abundance of water was especially high.  The most acute impacts are to roads, trails, boater and floater put-ins, campgrounds, and picnic areas. Currently, the park is making safety and condition assessments of facilities.  It is anticipated a long period of time will be required for clean-up and repair.

With the warmer temperatures, and now sunny skies, visitors will desire to float the rivers and recreate in their national park.  Until the rivers drop to more seasonally typical levels, it is impossible to predict the number and distribution of river hazards such as fallen trees, debris piles, or other imperilments to safe navigation.  Due to these hazards, the Jacks Fork and Current Rivers are closed to non-motorized craft until further notice.

Many park areas are still under water and are severely damaged including floater put-ins and take-outs, roads, campgrounds, and picnic areas.  Once the conditions of facilities are deemed safe and repairs made for use, the majority of park areas are closed except for:
· Visitor Contact Station in Van Buren (Open daily 8:00 – 4:30)

· Big Spring Lodge, its walkway and parking lot

· Historic Alley Mill (Saturdays, Sundays, and Fridays beginning May 7, 9:00 – 4:45)

· Parking Lot

· Areas in front of Historic Alley Mill and Storey School

· Alley Mill Picnic Pavilion

· Round Spring and Pulltite Campgrounds  (Reservations made through Reserve America 1-877-444-6777)

The park will make frequent assessments and when appropriate, more areas will be announced opened.  
For more information, phone (573) 323-4236 during daily business hours 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, or visit the park’s website at www.nps.gov/ozar.  Ozark National Scenic Riverways preserves the free-flowing Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, the surrounding natural resources, and the unique cultural heritage of the Ozark people.
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