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Basketry Techniques Demonstrated by Artisan Jill Choate at Ozark National Scenic Riverways 
Van Buren, MO – Baskets of all sizes and shapes were relied on as essential utensils in the daily routine of Ozark farm life.  The form and construction of a basket often reflected the work it was used for – egg baskets, flower baskets, sewing baskets, and more.  As early settlers came into the Ozark region, they brought with them the basket traditions of their heritage as well as the knowledge gained from Native Americans.  Pioneers learned to use locally grown materials for making baskets such as hickory, ash, and white oak.  Most traditional basket making skills were maintained through family networks, handed down from generation to generation.  Even though some basket designs were similar, each one was unique unto itself as a fingerprint.  Today, days spent weaving a basket is often done for the appreciation and love of the craft.
Jill Choate is a national renowned fiber artist and instructor known for her beautiful basket designs.  Formerly from Alaska, Jill currently resides in the Ozarks of Missouri.  Join Jill at Ozark National Scenic Riverways Visitor Center in Van Buren, Missouri on Saturday, May 7, 2011 from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm as she weaves and teaches Ozark basketry techniques.
For more information, phone (573) 323-4236 ext. 0 during daily business hours 8:00 am to 4:30 pm or visit the park’s website at www.nps.gov/ozar.  Ozark National Scenic Riverways preserves the free-flowing Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, the surrounding natural resources, and the unique cultural heritage of the Ozark people.  
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA TM
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


