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 Public Input Sought on the Development of an Exotic Plant Management Plan and Environmental Assessment

Van Buren MO – Ozark National Scenic Riverways seeks public comment on the development of an Exotic Plant Management Plan (plan) and Environmental Assessment (EA) for 15 parks in the Midwest. This plan includes Ozark National Scenic Riverways. 

The purpose of this plan and EA is to address resource issues within park boundaries associated with vegetation management in areas with native plant communities. Particular attention will be placed on eradication, control, and containment of exotic invasive plants.  Currently, the planning team is developing concepts for alternatives that meet feasible objectives and goals for invasive exotic plant management. The alternatives will suggest differing strategies for exotic plant management. 

A key goal for the National Park Service is to meet the mandate of the Organic Act, which established the bureau in 1916. The Organic Act states that the National Park Service must “conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life [in national parks] and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner  and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.”  Consistent with this mandate, important components of the plan will be to protect the park’s core historic features, cultural resources, and natural resources.



 The public is encouraged to provide their input of the Exotic Plant Management Plan.  This project is accessible as project #31771 Heartland Exotic Plant Management Plan at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectID=31771.   Documents will be posted to that site as they become available.  The initial public comment period ends February 15, 2011.  The public will also be notified when the review period opens for the EA. Written comments are also accepted by sending your input to: Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Attn: Exotic Plant Management Plan, P.O. Box 490, Van Buren, MO, 63965.

Ozark National Scenic Riverways preserves the free-flowing Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, the surrounding natural resources, and the unique cultural heritage of the Ozark people.  For more information, visit the park’s website at www.nps.gov/ozar.
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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