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“Get Wild at Junior Ranger Day”

Educational event to feature snakes, eagles, and cave tours

Jump into nature with both feet at Junior Ranger Day, Saturday April 25, 2009, at Round Spring in the Ozark National Scenic Riverways. There will be live snakes to touch, a live golden eagle and other birds of prey to see, a stream hike, free cave tours and more hands on activities for kids from six to sixteen. It’s all free and all participants will receive a Junior Ranger badge. 

The action starts at 9:00 a.m. with “Snakes Alive!” a program on Missouri’s snakes. At 11:00 a.m. and again at 1:00 p.m. the Dickerson Park Zoo will present a live Birds of Prey Program featuring a live golden eagle, owls and a turkey vulture. A wet walk will round out the day at 2:00 p.m. During this fun program, a professional naturalist will lead the children into a hands-on, feet in, exploration of a stream. Kids wanting to participate should wear shoes that can get muddy and wet. (An extra dry pair wouldn’t be a bad idea!) 

Free cave tours will be held at the same time as the Birds of Prey Programs, so you can see the birds in the morning and the cave in the afternoon, or the other way around. Cave tour size is limited, so pick up free tickets starting at 9:00 a.m. Since this is for the children, no adults will be admitted without a child! (Persons with back or knee problems should be aware that there are many steps and quite a bit of walking while stooping over in the cave.) 

Other activities on the grounds include an owl pellet dissection, a stream table, an exhibit on the Missouri bison, a presentation on ranger careers, and much more. You may bring a picnic lunch and make a day of it, or just stay for a few activities. This program will be ideal for homeschoolers and anybody who wants to learn more about Missouri’s wonderful natural world.

Round Spring is located fifteen miles north of Eminence and twenty five miles south of Salem, on State Route 19. Most activities will take place in and around the picnic shelter. For more information, call Bill O’Donnell at 573-858-3297, ext 23.

Ozark National Scenic Riverways preserves the free-flowing Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, the surrounding natural resources, and the unique cultural heritage of the Ozark people.  For more information visit, www.nps.gov/ozar 
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


