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Ozark National Scenic Riverways Encourages Fire Safety
Van Buren, MO – With the unusually dry conditions that have persisted throughout the region, Ozark National Scenic Riverways encourages local residents and park visitors to be especially mindful of fire safety while participating in outdoor activities.  The region is currently experiencing heightened danger for wildfires and the extended weather outlook is for conditions to remain relatively dry for the next few weeks.  Several red flag warnings, indicating the potential for extreme fire behavior, have been issued by the National Weather Service in recent weeks.  
Visitors are reminded that campfires are allowed only in designated campfire rings in the park.  No open fires are allowed in the backcountry.  Fires should never be left unattended, even while camping in developed campgrounds.  All campfires must be out and cold before any site is permanently vacated or simply left for the day. Because of the dry conditions and continuing leaf fall, a campfire that is not thoroughly extinguished could lead to a wildfire.  In order to have a safe and enjoyable experience in the Ozarks, please follow these simple precautions:
· Clear the area around the campfire ring of all leaf litter and woody debris that could carry fire into nearby fuels.

· Keep a bucket of water or mineral soil near your campfire to douse flames in an emergency.

· Closely monitor campfires during windy periods to avoid fire or sparks escaping from your fire pit.

· Allow wood to burn completely to ash prior to extinguishing, if possible.  Scrape sticks and logs to remove any embers.
· Completely extinguish all unattended fires with water or dirt and thoroughly stir the coals until everything is cold to the touch. 
· When using any power tool or equipment capable of producing sparks make sure to carefully monitor the operation and placement of that equipment, and clear the ground around the equipment if necessary.
· Be sure to completely extinguish all personal smoking materials prior to disposing of them.  
For more information, phone (573) 323-4236 during business hours Monday through Friday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm or visit the park’s website at www.nps.gov/ozar.   Ozark National Scenic Riverways preserves the free-flowing Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, the surrounding natural resources, and the unique cultural heritage of the Ozark people.  
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA TM
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


