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Enjoy Fall Recreational Activities at 

Ozark National Scenic Riverways
Van Buren MO – During the fall splendor, enjoying the Ozark outdoors is a tradition for many.  This often includes gigging on a cool evening, camping in the backcountry for a relaxing weekend, or setting up a deer camp in a favorite spot.  These activities offer opportunities to connect to the natural environment, rejuvenate, and enjoy the fellowship of friends and family.  Often, the most enjoyable and memorable experiences occur by the glow of a crackling campfire.

The recent lack of precipitation has resulted in dry conditions throughout Ozark National Scenic Riverways and elevated the wildfire danger.  As autumn progresses, the accumulation of leaf litter will increase this danger in the absence of significant rainfall.  In conditions like these, a crackling campfire could become a hazardous wildfire unless it is properly attended and extinguished.  In order to have a safe and enjoyable autumn experience in the Ozarks and avoid a campfire becoming a wildfire, please use responsible precautions.  Never leave fires unattended and extinguish campfires completely by stirring the ashes and drowning with several gallons of water.  Insure that everything is cool to touch before departure.  
Camping and canoeing remain excellent recreational opportunities for park visitors in the fall as well as winter and spring.  Please keep in mind that the park’s public water systems are not operating as of October 15th in most areas.  Heated restrooms will continue to be available at Alley Spring Campground, Big Spring Campground, and Round Spring Picnic Area.  Because of the reduced services, camping fees will not be charged until services and water systems are restored on April 15, 2011.  Regular campground fees will resume at that time.  As a reminder, private property – including tents, campers, and travel trailers – cannot be left unattended at Ozark National Scenic Riverways for more than 24 hours.  Unattended property can be confiscated.
As hunters prepare for the 2010-2011 firearm deer season, Ozark National Scenic Riverways reminds the public of the rules and regulations pertaining to off-road use of All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) and Utility Vehicle s (UTVs) in the park.  No vehicles, including ATVs and UTVs, are permitted to operate off designated roads though ATVs are commonly driven illegally off-road.  

ATV and UTV operators may ride for recreational purposes on county owned roads within the park in accordance with Missouri State motor vehicle regulations.  Federal regulations prohibit the use of ATVs and UTVs on park owned roads.  The regulations also prohibit ATV and UTV use off established roads, on any closed road, on any service road, on power line rights of way, on any campground or picnic area roads, on gravel bars, or in the river unless at an approved river crossing in which the operator only crosses and continues on.

Ozark National Scenic Riverways preserves the free-flowing Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, the surrounding natural resources, and the unique cultural heritage of the Ozark people.  For more information concerning the above activities and regulations, phone (573) 226-3945-4236 during business hours Monday through Friday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm or visit the park’s website at www.nps.gov/ozar.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA TM
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


