
	[image: image1.wmf]
	National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
	
	Ozark National Scenic Riverways 
P. O. Box 490
Van Buren, MO  63965
573-323-4236


Ozark National Scenic Riverways News Release
For Immediate Release







Faye Walmsley 
November 30, 2010



573-323-4844
The Passing of Bryan Culpepper, Ozark National Scenic Riverways Museum Curator and Archivist
Van Buren, MO – After a long battle with cancer, Museum Curator and Archivist, Bryan Culpepper, passed away on November 25, 2010 with his loving wife, Renata and family members by his side.

Bryan began his National Park Service career in 1988 as an Interpretive Park Ranger stationed in the Big Spring area of the park.  Many remember Bryan as the man behind the reception desk at the old ONSR Headquarters Building or the voice on the phone when a call to the park was answered.  Bryan was intricately intertwined with the Ozarks and the park.  Bryan’s curiosity of the natural and cultural world kept him outside absorbing everything around him often with a field guide in his hand.  His passionate love of the Ozarks and its resources were displayed in the many interpretive programs he conducted for the visiting public and children who were drawn to him.  He was especially interested in Ozark archaeology and Native American cultures.  Beginning in 2004, Bryan initiated, organized, and coordinated the annual Ozark Riverways Heritage Days featuring traditional folkway demonstrations, arts, dance and music.  He was recognized for his Heritage Day efforts with the Regional Freeman Tilden Award in 2008.  

Bryan became the park’s first full-time museum curator in 2007.  He was responsible for the preservation of over 500,000 natural and cultural artifacts, extensive administrative documents, oral histories, and thousands of photographs.  He was especially proud to preserve the original CCC records for Big Spring State Park which became part of Ozark National Scenic Riverways in 1964. 
A memorial service in Bryan’s honor will be held November 30 at 9:00 am at McSpadden Funeral Home, 106 Ash St., Van Buren, MO 63965.  In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to Lending a Hand Fund, P.O. Box 734, Van Buren, MO 63965 or plant a tree in Bryan’s memory. Condolences may be sent to Renata Culpepper, HC 2, Box 2254, Van Buren, MO, 63965. 
 For more information, phone (573) 323-4236 during business hours Monday through Friday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm or visit the park’s website at www.nps.gov/ozar.   Ozark National Scenic Riverways preserves the free-flowing Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, the surrounding natural resources, and the unique cultural heritage of the Ozark people.  
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA TM
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


