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A Voice Unheard...
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No information about the lives of enslaved people i e
here survives in their own words. The wills, letters, 220 g8
and records of slaveholders tell part of the story, .
but only from the slaveholders’ point of view. In When John Henry DeButts died in 1831, he left a will
) o describing how to divide his property. This inventory
the ear ly 1800s at least half of the p Oplﬂ&thIl of s 5 i , S of his possessions helped fulfill the terms of the will.

. . : b Lot S e . .
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African Americans named Geor £e, Edwar d, A e Hor, "/i(/"’/g o . 82 T f“’/ (g " : Freeing an enslaved person is called manumission.
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and older children—worked in the fields. One /. __f_i; L A Con e - ‘
or two enslaved women on this farm probably 2 ~ 4 i Y
worked as cooks or servants in the main house. #’ 7 7 ~
Enslaved African Americans were considered A @"‘”’5)

property by law, and were by far the most valuable ﬁﬂéé’ 24 7
property after the land itself. /d e

A few enslaved people who lived here were freed by
slaveholders, usually after years of forced service.

Along with their labor, African Americans—free L
and enslaved—brought their languages, skills, food,
music, stories, and history to this farm, Maryland, v
and the nation.




