i, I'm Ranger Andg and thisis a Ranger Minute at Organ Fipe Cactus Nationa]
Monument. One of my favorite ttﬂ'ngs about Organ FiPe (Cactus National
Monument and the Sonoran Desert in general are all of the surPrises that you can
find ityou start looking c]oselg. Now, it’s not a surprise that Nationa] Farks protect
habitat for endangerecl sPeciea What migtmt be a surPrise is that one of the
enc{angered sPecies we Protect here at Organ FiPe is actua”y and enclangerec{
sPecies of fish. Now how in the heck did a fish end up in the Sonoran Desert? Well
you have to think back about 10,000 years. Scientists think that this area, before it
was actua”g a clesert, was very troPica!. There was more moisture, there was more
water, more rivers and streams connecting to each other, more streams and sPrings
that were Perennial, meaning tl"l@ﬂ run all year round. As the land started to raise up
and the climate started to drg out 10,000 years ago, some of those streams that
connected to each other became isolated and all of the little fish species that used to
be interminghng also became isolated. Now some of the areas of the Sonoran
Desert stayec{ Perennia”g wet, and here at Organ Fipe Cactus National Monument
we have a true desert oasis out in the southwest corner of our monument and it’s
called Qyitobaquito Springs. And i}cgou look closel\g in Q}Jitobaquito Springs, you
will find a Qyitobaquito Fuptish. ]t is one of the endangered sPecies that we work
very hard to Protect here at Organ Fipe Cactus Nationa] Monument. Now the
beautg of this fish, is that you too can see it. All you have to do is walk from the back
doors of our visitor center, across this Patio, over here to an area we call “ a
Cienaga”‘ “| a Cienaga” is what we call this retugium ora re}cuge. lt was created back
in 2005 ]35 some middle school kids in the local community. Theg went out and
studied Qyitobaquito SPrings and helped us reProduce it to the best of our ability.
And inside this little Pond we are now Protecting 750 unique individuals of this
enc{angered species. Now you are looking at this Poncl thinking 750 is a big number.
How do we get 750 fish into this one little Pond? We”, tt‘neg are small fish. ]n tact, the
biggest one ever recorded is about the size of a tube of Chapstick, actua“y itis a little
smaller than t]*xat, and the vast majoritg of them are only about as ]ong as my
tingernails. So in this small Poncl we have several small fish and the beautg of it that
you have the oPPortunitg to see an enc{angered sPecies, Foryoursel}c,just }33 wa”dng
across our Patio and taking alook in the water back here. T hank you very much. |
encourage you guys to visit and see this fish torgourselt. This has been a Ranger

Minute with Ranger Andg.



