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“Zion Emergency Operations Center” 

 
In 2004, Jim Butterfus, Landscape Architect at Zion National Park, teamed with Kim 
Campbell Architects of St. George, Utah, to produce a design for Zion’s new Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC). The concept for the design was driven by sustainability, 
utilizing the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy & Environmental 
Design (LEED) Ratings System as a gauge.  Construction of the building was completed 
in May of 2004.   The team’s notable accomplishments include: 
 
• The EOC is a split-level, 13,167 square foot building with a relatively small footprint 

of 8,900 square feet that accommodates space for up to 45 employees, a 
conference/training room, storage, vehicle bays, and a fitness facility 

• The EOC was designed to include the following sustainable features: 
o photovoltaic system,  
o ground-source heat pump,  
o thermal massing,  
o proper solar orientation,  
o low-flow or waterless fixtures,  
o native landscaping, water retention, and  
o numerous daylighting strategies to reduce energy consumption.  

• Materials for the building were selected based on their recycled or renewable 
resource content, locality, and lack of volatile emissions.  

• The EOC serves as a model for other parks that are looking to incorporate 
sustainable design practices into their building designs. 

 


