Wild and Scenic Rivers Program

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Park Responsibilities for Wild and Scenic River Management

What is a Wild and Scenic River:

Until the 1960s, the nation’s rivers were being dammed,
dredged, and degraded at an alarming rate. In 1968, Congress
passed the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, taking bold action to
balance the established policy providing for water supply, pow-
er generation, and other public benefits with a new policy: to
protect the natural and cultural values, and water quality, of
selected free-flowing rivers for their associated public benefits
and enjoyment.

Since then, more than 200 river segments, administered by a
variety of federal, state, and local agencies, have become part of
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

Park Responsibilities: _

e Protect and enhance free-flow, water quality and the
“outstandingly remarkable values” that led to river designa-
tion. These values may include scenic, recreational, geo-
logic, fish, wildlife, historic, cultural and other similar char-
acteristics.

o Consider eligibility of other rivers or sections of river that
could potentially be included in the Wild and Scenic Rivers
system in all planning for the use and development of water
and related land resources.

e Prepare comprehensive River Management Plans that
identify how to protect and enhance the river’s free flow,
water quality and the outstandingly remarkable values for
which the segment was designated.

e Establish boundaries and river classifications for all desig-
nated segments.

¢ Evaluate proposed federally assisted water resources pro-
jects, including park projects, which could affect designat-
ed segments. (See Section 7 Factsheet).

e Assist, advise and cooperate with the States in the designa-
tion and management of rivers, and seek opportunities for
sharing management responsibilities with States and other
partners.

e For more information: http://www.rivers.gov/publications/
management.pdf

Alagnak River, Alaska. Photo courtesy of the NPS.

The National Park Service Wild and Scenic Rivers Program is
led by a Steering Committee with representatives from differ-
ent parks, regions, and programs. Each designated river also
has an identified point of contact and it is the responsibility
of each regional representative to communicate Steering
Committee information to these contacts.

To be directed to your local steering committee member
please contact the following:

For more information:

Contacts:

Bill Hansen

Supervisory Hydrologist and Wild and Scenic River Program
Co-Lead

Phone number: (970) 225-3532

bill hansen@nps.gov

Joan Harn

Rivers and Hydro Leader

NPS/Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Programs
Phone number: (202) 354-6929

joan_harn@nps.gov
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