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Junior River Ranger Booklet Guidelines 

Similar to the Junior Ranger program available in national parks, the Junior River Ranger program is  intended for 

children from age 8-12, to enhance their visit to a National Wild and Scenic River,  by providing  fun and 

educational activities.  

Contained in this packet are activity templates for you to use in your Junior River Ranger booklet.  While there 

are many themes that are common to all rivers, others are specific to each river.  Use any or all of these 

templates to create a booklet that matches the unique characteristics of your river.   

The booklet you create should reflect what is unique about your river. Our initial efforts and examples are for 

National Wild and Scenic Rivers and they will be referenced throughout this document.  Feel free to use this 

framework even if your river is not designated as a National Wild and Scenic River. The main themes we aim to 

address are: 

1. National Wild and Scenic Rivers are free flowing rivers that are recognized and protected because of 

their resource values. 

2. These rivers have unique resources worth learning about. 

3. Our actions affect these rivers.  Everyone can be a river steward and take actions individually and/or as 

part of a group to protect the rivers. 

Following these themes, there should be three major sections to a Junior River Ranger Booklet: 

1. General Introduction to Wild and Scenic Rivers  

2. Learning about Outstanding Resource Values of your river 

3. Human impact on rivers and how to be a good steward 

When developing your Junior River Ranger booklet, first review the information in the National Park Service’s 

Junior Ranger program kit (“hard copy” kit and companion website). The kit provides excellent guidelines and 

notes, as well as a CD full of clipart and graphics that are very helpful for designing a booklet.  

There are rivers across the country within the National Wild and Scenic Rivers system. Many of these rivers flow 

through public lands and are protected by the appropriate land manager. Some of the National Wild and Scenic 

Rivers, particularly on the east coast, flow through public and private lands and their protection depends on a 

partnership of public and private organizations. Many other rivers are special and some are protected by the 

state, while some are protected just by local efforts. The Junior River Ranger program can be used on any river 

to help engage youth.  Select the parts of this booklet that are appropriate for your river. 

Once you have reviewed the kit, it is time to create your Junior River Ranger booklet.  

Throughout this guide you will see asterisks (*) directing you to sections of the Junior Ranger Kit to review. 
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Pages to Include 

Consider using the following as a check list for pages to include in your booklet:  

□ Cover 

□ This book belongs to / welcome page 

Use this page to welcome the child and their parent(s)/guardian to the river, give a brief 

description of the river and its ORVs, and include the logos of any conservation partners, such as 

the NPS, National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and key river stewardship council or primary 

community conservation coordinator: 

 

□ How to become a Junior River Ranger / Activities Checklist  

Use this page to tell the participant how they may complete the booklet to receive their badge 

and certificate, where they may turn their booklet in, and how many activities they must 

complete. Include a check list of all activities in the book so they can keep track of their 

progress. 

*Junior Ranger Program Booklet Basics (http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/create/bookletbasics.html) 

□ Safety First 
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It’s very important to make sure all visitors to the river remain safe. Use this page to give safety 

tips (eg, wear sunscreen, always go with an adult, wear a life jacket when on the water) and to 

point out potential dangers like ticks or poison ivy. Include graphics of anything that participants 

or their accompanying adult may need to identify, such as poison ivy and other irritating plants, 

deer ticks, etc. 

□ What is a National Wild and Scenic River? 

Not many people may know what a National Wild and Scenic river is, or much about the 

program. Use this page to introduce young people to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 

System, free-flowing rivers, and why rivers are important. Incorporate activities to make it more 

interactive. National Wild and Scenic Rivers recognize specific resource characteristics and call 

them Outstanding Resource Values.  

□ What Makes Your River Special? 

Use this page to give a one sentence description of what makes your river special. Even if you 

are not a designated National Wild and Scenic River, your river has special features. Use this 

section to highlight them. Include a general activity to round out the page, such as a life jacket 

demo: 

 

□ Resource-Specific Activity Pages 

Your number of pages will vary, but split your booklet into sections for each unique feature. 

Maintain a consistent header for all of the pages in each section so that the participant can 
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easily know what type of activity they are working on. We also have icons that represent each 

resource, so you may incorporate those into your page design to “brand” each category. Below 

are some activities with suggested corresponding resources in parentheses:  

1. Scavenger hunts with local pictures (Ecology, Scenery, History, Wildlife, Botany) 

2. Scavenger hunt bingo  (Wildlife, History, special places) 

3. I Spy 

4. Fill in the blank sentences (History, Cultural, Literature, Ecology, Recreation, 

Geology, Fish) 

5. Maze (Recreation, History, Cultural, Scenery) 

6. Arrowhead symbols 

7. Tracks – mix and match with correct animal (Wildlife, Ecology) 

8. Storytelling with follow up questions (History, Archaeology, Paleontology, 

Literature) 

9. Code sentences – water safety example (Recreation) 

10. Write poetry (Literature, History, Ecology, Wildlife) 

11. Special places with photos (Scenery) 

12. Man’s impact – what would happen (Scenery, Ecology, Wildlife) 

13. What is wrong with this picture (Scenery, Ecology, Wildlife) 

14. Cross word puzzle (History, Archaeology, Paleontology, Cultural, Ecology, Fish, 

Wildlife, Recreation) 

15. Observation notes – be like a scientist  

16. Draw a picture (any resource) 

17. Word scrambles (any resource) 

18. Time lines – fill in the blank (History, Prehistory, Archaeology, Cultural, 

Paleontology) 

19. Dragon fly dance game 

20. Name that plant (Ecology, Wildlife) 

Included here are some examples of activity pages from the Farmington and Sudbury, Assabet, and Concord 

National Wild and Scenic rivers: 
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* A library of activities can be found online at:  http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/pdf/activities.pdf 

(this is a large file, 22 MB) 

 

□ Stewardship 

This is not a resource, but still an important concept to teach.  This could be a list of stewardship 

ideas and ways for the participants to help at home or in their own communities, or you could 

turn it into an activity: ask the participant to write down some ideas of their own, have them 

describe a stewardship activity they took part in, etc.  

□ Congratulations! 

At the end of the book, include a page congratulating the participant for completing the 

program.  We included a Junior River Ranger pledge, similar to the National Park Junior Ranger 

pledge. These pledges tend to vary from site to site, so feel free to modify it to make it your 

own.  Have the participant sign the page, as one generally must sign a form after taking a pledge 

– we want to make this process feel as official as possible for participants. Finish the page by 

reminding the participant where they can bring their (now complete!) booklet to get their 

official badge and certificate.  A regional NPS office may not be near the visitor center of a 

partnering organization or other NPS property – make sure to consider this when telling 

participants where they can bring their booklet. They are probably going to be less likely to turn 

the booklet in for their badge if they have to mail it in to an office, but certainly include the 

mailing address so that it is an option. Make sure to let them know that they will be getting their 

booklet back! Also note that you will need an enclosed index card with their name and address 

on it so that you are able to return the booklet and send them their badge and certificate. 

□ Want to learn more? 

Many National Wild and Scenic Rivers have their own website run by a river stewardship council 

or similar conservation group. This page is an excellent way to include a web address for that 

website and to encourage participants (and their parent(s)/guardian(s)) to learn more about 

your river. You may also want to include the web address for the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 

System site, and encourage participants to learn more about the Wild and Scenic program as a 

whole. Perhaps encourage them to make other rivers across the country a vacation destination!  

You could also include a photo and the name of several local Wild and Scenic Rivers. 

□ Comments, Questions, and Concerns 

As the Junior River Ranger program is new, we want to encourage user feedback so we can 

improve it to the best of our ability. As a closing page, targeted more for adults than youth 

participants, mention that the program is new and that we want to make sure it’s the best it can 

be. Ask for any comments, questions, concerns, or other feedback both from the adults and the 
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children. Provide contact information for your NPS or conservation group liaison – email, phone 

number, and mailing address to make them as accessible as possible! 

□ Acknowledgements 

If you receive help, funds, or donated services for the purpose of creating the Junior River 

Ranger booklet and/or printing it, it’s a great idea to include an acknowledgements page to 

thank those people or organizations! If you are a partnership river and have many active 

stakeholders or do not have a single river stewardship council, consider including them in the 

acknowledgements as well. This is something that can be included on the back cover of your 

booklet. 

 

 

Additional Notes 

Identifying Your Audience 

*See Program Checklist (http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/develop/checklist.htm) 

When creating a Junior River Ranger booklet, think of your audience and your river(s). Think about what age 

range you want to target with your program. The Junior River Ranger program officially targets ages 8-12, but 

may vary. National Park Junior Ranger programs vary from park to park, with some including children as young 

as 5.  Elementary school through junior high is generally a good range.  You may or may not wish to state your 

intended age group right in the booklet. If you do, it can be very valuable to note that all ages are encouraged. It 

can also be helpful to make a note that younger children may need help from a parent – this can be addressed in 

a welcome note to adults in the beginning of the booklet, or as a note to the children themselves. 

Unlike many National Parks, your visitors may not be visiting the river as a destination unto itself. This provides 

unique challenges to considering the length, content, and the distribution of your Junior River Ranger booklet. 

Many Junior River Ranger participants probably live locally. They might be Scout groups, from after school 

programs, or families taking an afternoon outing to the river. If you have special facilities, such as a campground, 

you will have to consider how to engage youth who are there for a longer period of time. It will be important to 

get to know the character of your visitors to create and distribute the booklets effectively.  

 

River Access 

Your river stretches many miles, but traveling along the river to reach particular destinations may not be 

realistic. Aim to make your activities general so they could be completed at any point along the river. If there are 

certain landmarks or features that you want to call out specifically, consider making those activities optional. If 
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you have a number of special points all along the river, consider listing them and requiring the child only visit 

one. 

 

Selecting  Activities 

Select activities that feature or focus on each of your Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs) and do your best 

to distribute the number of activities evenly among the ORVs. Encourage, or even require, participants to 

complete at least one activity from each section. Also, be sure to include a range of activity types to appeal to 

different learning styles.  Try to design the activity pages such that they appeal to children as much as possible. 

Not all topics may be readily or visually interesting to children, such as history or literature, so it is important to 

make these pages as kid friendly as possible. Compare these two pages from the SUASCO Wild and Scenic Rivers 

booklet: 

  

The page on the left is the original version of this activity addressing the significance of Henry David Thoreau and 

American literature in the watershed. A potentially dry topic for young children, photographs and text-heavy 

pages will likely not draw them in. To counter this, add color, consider illustrations in lieu of photographs, and 

create graphics out of some portions of the text, as with the quote. Note too the difference in the page header, 

as the one on the right uses more color, and the graphic at the bottom right for the page number. These 

elements create a more dynamic page layout  
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*See Creating Your Materials (http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/create/index.html) 

*See Booklet Basics (http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/create/bookletbasics.html) 

*See Guide to Learning Styles and Child Development 

(http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/develop/learningintro.html) 

 

Ordering Badges 

You may order the plastic Junior River Ranger badges through a third party vendor. We used Stoffel Seals 

Corporation. Their badge inventory can be viewed her: http://www.chiefsupply.com/Brands/Stoffel-Seals.aspx  , 

and they can be contacted at (888) 588-8569 

 

Design notes  

Before you start designing any of the graphical aspects of your book, you must first decide how it will be printed.  

Will it be in color or black and white? What size will it be?  How will the pages be oriented? These things will 

determine how the rest of your booklet is laid out.  Many images that look great in color do not have enough 

contrast to reproduce well in black and white.  

*See Creating Your Materials (http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/create/index.html) 

For NPS rivers, include the NPS black bar on the top of your booklet cover to let people know that National Wild 

and Scenic Rivers are part of the National Park Service and to indicate that the booklet is “official”. This will also 

help communicate the significance of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers, indicating that they are part of a 

national, federal program and not only a local conservation effort. Many more people will have heard of the NPS 

than the National Wild and Scenic Rivers program, so you can piggyback on the existing publicity of the NPS in 

this way. 

When choosing an image for your cover, again make sure to consider your audience. A beautiful photograph of a 

scenic river appeals to us as adults, but children are less likely to be drawn to such photos.  If you do want to use 

a photo, consider using one that includes a child engaged with the river. Make sure any photos you use are 

extremely clear so that they will reproduce well.  The higher the pixel density, the better. 

Generally, children will be more drawn to covers that are illustrated in some way – both kids and adults readily 

associate cartoons with young audiences.  Try not to get too cartoony as you are appealing to a range of ages.  

Bright colors are visually appealing and will catch someone’s attention more easily – whether that is the 

attention of the adult or the child. Consider these two covers from the SUASCO Wild and Scenic Rivers: 

http://www.chiefsupply.com/Brands/Stoffel-Seals.aspx
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The cover on the left was used in the pilot year for the booklet. The image is a scenic and attractive photo of the 

river and a kayak, but this scene may not be easily recognizable to children and may not catch their attention or 

interest.  Contrasted with the new cover, on the right, which shows a charismatic otter and fish and a more 

dynamic font for the title. Also note how the black band is sized in relation to the rest of the cover image in 

both, and how the site text is structured to more closely resemble other NPS publications in the new cover. 

*See Life Under the Black Band (http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/create/coverart.html) 

Clean lines and graphics are ideal. If you do create your own art, make sure that it is scanned at a high quality 

and cleaned up or done digitally. We are advertising the “official” nature of the Junior River Ranger badge – kids 

want to feel that they are earning a legitimate rank, rather than an unofficial homemade paper certificate.  

Images of rivers by themselves can be static. Include dynamic wildlife in their habitats. Charismatic species like 

beavers, otters, ducks, raccoons, fish and turtles are appealing.  

* See Choosing and Using Images (http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/create/choosingimages.html) 

Aim for some consistency to tie your whole booklet together – a similar font and design for all page headings, 

certain graphics that appear on every page or on many pages (e.g., a graphic behind or as a page number, a 

Junior Ranger hat in the corner of every page), or a consistent color and font theme.  

http://www.nps.gov/interp/jr_ranger_kit/create/choosingimages.html
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