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Harmful Algal Blooms
Nice sunny days, warm water, and increased nutrients are the perfect recipe
for algae to grow. Some algae growth is important to a healthy ecosystem. Many animals eat algae and most species of algae are not dangerous. When algae grow too
much or rapidly, it is called an algal bloom. However, some species of algae are toxic
to humans, animals, and the environment. When these algae bloom, it is referred to as
a harmful algal bloom (HAB). HABs occur in both fresh and coastal waters and range
in colors from green, to red, to purple. Climate change and increased lawn and agricultural runoﬀ into waters have created ideal conditions for HABs, and HABs are occurring more and more often in more places than ever before.

HABs and Health

Preventing HABs

HABs are dangerous to your family, your pets, and

Climate change has resulted in more sunny days,

Quick Facts
 Harmful algal blooms (HABs) are dangerous
to your family, your pets, and many animals.

 HABs are found in fresh and coastal waters
and are seen in a variety of colors.

 Reducing lawn fertilizer use will help prevent
harmful algal blooms.
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More Information
Natural Resource Stewardship and Science
Biological Resource Management and Oceans and Coastal
Program
1201 Oakridge Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80525
www.nature.nps.gov/harmfulalgalblooms/index.cfm

http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/hsb/hab/hab_toolkit.htm
Harmful Algal Bloom of the coast. Image courtesy of NOAA.
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