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WHAT WE DO: Site planning
Retracement trail development
Signing the trails
Public visibility of the trails
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NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL DEVELOPMENT:
SITE PLANNING

Tuscumbia Landing: Sheffield, AL
TRAIL OF TEARS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL
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Design charettes and workshops with partners
Historic Fort Cass – Present Day Charleston  

Concept D iagram 

FOR T  CAS S   
EX PER IEN CE 
Driv ing  
Experience A  
( Follow ing historic patrol 
to Captain W ashington’ s  
Camp)  
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Capt.  W ashington’ s 
Camp 
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Driv ing  
Experience B  

Historic Fort Cass – Present Day Charleston  

Concept D iagram 

( Follow ing historic patrol 
to Captain M unroe’ s  
Camp)  
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Capt.  M unroe’ s Camp 

Historic Fort Cass – Present Day Charleston  

Concept D iagram 
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W alk ing/ B ik ing  
Retracement Trail  
Experiences 
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Historic W alk er Valley 
Road  connecting to 
B rad ley County 
M ouse Creek  trail 

Historic W ater S treet 
mak ing a loop 
f ollow ing the riv er 

Historic W ater S treet 
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Development concept plans

Historic Fort Cass – Present Day Charleston  

Fort Cass/Agency Historic Center 
Visitor Experience 

“Voices from the Past” - Outdoor Interpretive Experience Perspective 
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Intermountain Region 

Alcove Springs, KS

Alcove Springs, KS

Cimmaron, NM

Charleston, TN Tuscumbia Landing, AL
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Small site designs and details

Proposed El Camino Real NHT retracement 
trail along abandoned RR right-of-way. If 
trail is constructed, pedestrian directional 
signage could be used to link the 
proposed trail with the park.

16”x 24” Standard 
pedestrian site name sign 
directing from the Nature 
Center and parking area 
towards Calaveras Crossing 
interpretation.

Wayside interpretive exhibit about the El 
Camino Real travelers who would have 
crossed Calaveras Creek near here.

If needed, additional directional signing 
on  carsonite posts could be used along 
this trail to direct to the interpretive site.

Standard El Camino Real de los Tejas National 
Historic Trail panel to be incorporated with 
existing site entrance sign. Exact dimensions 
dependent on existing sign layout.

26 March 2013

Interpretive elements: Helton-San Antonio River Park
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Implementation assistance

Steve & Brad build a trail!

Bents New Fort, CO
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NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL DEVELOPMENT:
RETRACEMENT TRAIL

David Crockett State Park: Lawrenceburg, TN
TRAIL OF TEARS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL
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Large scale, long term trail planning
South Kansas City 3-Trail Corridor: Kansas City, MO      SANTA FE, OREGON, AND CALIFORNIA NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAILS
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Cooperative work with agencies and municipalities
Buckman Road project Santa Fe County, NM                    EL CAMINO REAL DE TIERRA ADENTRO NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail

    Proposed Project          Page 3

Trail Context
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail 
traverses some of the most rugged and scenic landscapes in 
North America.  From its beginning in Mexico City through 
Northern Mexico into the Southwestern United States the route 
exemplifies the desire and commitment of early travelers. El 
Camino Real through the historic settlements of Agua Fria and 
La Cienega and modern day Santa Fe north to Santa Ildefonso 
Pueblo provides spectacular vistas set against the rugged 
backdrop of the Caja del Rio Plateau. The Canada Ancha which 
roughly translates as “wide stream” runs north at the base 
of the Caja del Rio Plateau to the Rio Grande and provides an 
intuitive flat route for early explorers. Because much of this 
landscape is intact users will be able to see some of the very 
sites witnessed by Don Juan de Oñate over 400 years ago. 

The portion of the trail from the Santa Fe River Greenway\
El Camino Real National Historic Trail segment to the USFS 
Headquarters Trailhead runs through settled yet rural portions 
of Santa Fe County. The Caja del Rio right of way provides 
an ideal corridor to link users to El Camino Real.  Recently 
improved the roadway provides flat, broad shoulders to 
accommodate multiple modes of transportation efficiently 
and safely. Destinations along this route vary from residential 
developments to recreational amenities to several government 
office developments. The route is relatively wide open and void 
of significant vegetation other than scrub brush.

North of the USFS Headquarters Trailhead the landscape is 
vastly different. Still relatively intact the landscape provides 
clues to the route taken by early travelers. This alignment 
roughly follows the Canada Ancha at the base of the Caja del 
Rio Plateau.  East of this alignment are rolling hills with steep 
rises and drops that lead one to believe that this terrain was 
avoided. In addition to Buckman Road, remnants of the Chili 
Line Railroad appear along the route indicating the continual 
generation to generation use of the corridor. 

Proposed Project
El Camino Real Buckman Road Retracement Project is a multi-
partner project of Santa Fe County, the City of Santa Fe, Santa 
Fe MPO, NPS, BLM and USFS to pursue design and construction 
of a non-motorized segment of El Camino Real de Tierra 
Adentro National Historic Trail and linkage with an existing 
non-motorized segment of El Camino Real. The first reach of 
the project will be a 8-to-10-foot-wide multi-use gravel pathway 
that will connect the Santa Fe River Greenway\El Camino Real 
National Historic Trail segment to the Buckman Road Segment 
of El Camino Real via Caja del Rio Road and CR 62.  This reach 
will proceed north from the Santa Fe River Greenway\El Camino 
Real National Historic Trail segment under NM Highway 599 
through an existing non-motorized underpass and then parallel 
the west side of Caja del Rio Road. The path will go past Santa 
Fe Humane Society Dog Park, through the Santa Fe Municipal 
Recreational Complex, to CR 62 and parallel the north side of 
the roadway to the USFS Headquarters Trailhead at the entry 
to Santa Fe National Forest and BLM lands. The second reach 
of the trail would be a 5-foot-wide natural surface recreational 
trail that will follow the historic route of El Camino Real from 
its intersection with CR 62 in the area just north of the Santa 
Fe County Buckman Road Landfill, continuing north along the 
border between Santa Fe National Forest and BLM lands to a 
new trailhead at the existing parking area for the USFS “Dead 
Dog Trail” where Old Buckman Road (CR 77) meets the historic 
route of El Camino Real. The trail will proceed north, paralleling 
Old Buckman Road (CR 77) and continuing to follow the 
historic alignment of El Camino Real to the BLM Diablo Canyon 
Trailhead. Additional components of the project will include 
a multi-use bridge over Arroyo De Los Frijoles on Caja del Rio 
Road and way-finding and interpretive signage throughout. Total 
trail mileage for the project is approximately 13 miles (~4.5 
miles of 10’-wide crusher-fine surface multi-use trail, ~8.75 
miles of 5’-wide natural surface trail).

Service Layer Credits: Source: Esri,
DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, i-cubed, USDA, USGS,
AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP,
swisstopo, and the GIS User Community
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Full design and implementation 
David Crockett State Park: Lawrenceburg, TN                                                 TRAIL OF TEARS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

Park 
Office

Park 
Entrance

Museum

Campground 1

Campground 2

Pool

Cabins

Restaurant

YOU ARE 
HERE

Trail of Tears National Historic Trail -
Retracement Trail

Bike Trail

Fitness Trail

Shoal Creek Trail/ Waterfall Trail

Overlook Trail

Connector Trails

Wayside Exhibit

Main road through park

Cabin Trail N

 Thank you for visiting David Crockett State Park and the Trail of Tears National 
Historic Trail. We hope you enjoy your outdoor experience. Please be respectful of 
other park visitors as well as the wildlife that you might encounter along the trail. 

0 0.25 0.5
Miles

Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, icubed, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, 
Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community,
Tennessee Federal GIS Users Group, TNGIC
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Signing and branding
Philmont Scout Ranch: Cimarron, NM                                                                      SANTA FE NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL
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SIGNING THE TRAILS

Marion County Local Tour: Marion County, KS
SANTA FE NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL
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Map of sign plans across all trails

•	More	than	1700	signs	(52	projects)	installed	since	2007.

•	More	than	1600	signs	(24	projects)	proposed	or	actively	in	progress.

•	Signing	underway	in	19	states	and	108	counties.
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Partner sign planning tools

National Trails Intermountain Region

Trail(s):

June 10, 2014

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Trail of Tears National Historic Trail

Area of Interest (County, State):

Prepared by:

Prepared on:

NPS:
Partners: John Stanton, Trail of Tears Assn, AL Chapter

Kristin Van Fleet, Nat'l Trails Intermountain Regio

TRTE

 Madison, AL

0 50
Miles
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HUNTSVILLE AREA BENGE ROUTE
SIGN PLAN

01:09 PM

Service Layer Credits: Sources: Esri, DeLorme, NAVTEQ, USGS, Intermap, iPC, NRCAN, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri (Thailand), TomTom, 2012
Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, i-cubed, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, and the GIS User Community
Copyright: ©2013 Esri, DeLorme, NAVTEQ

Contact info:
Partners contact: N/A

NPS contact: 505-988-3563
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PUBLIC VISIBILITY
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Public visibility: the public can find, follow, and enjoy the trails



TM

National Trails Intermountain Region

Public visibility: media coverage




