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Oregon and California National Historic Trails 
Feasibility Study Update 

Progress continues on the draft 
feasibility study and environmental 
assessment (EA) regarding the 
addition of routes to the Oregon, 
California, Mormon Pioneer, and 
Pony Express national historic 
trails. The NPS planning team has 
reviewed initial draft descriptions 
and historical summaries for each 
study route. These will be refned 
and reviewed. An evaluation of 
each route will be made with respect 
to National Trails System Act criteria. 

The routes will be reviewed for 
impacts of designation on the 
human and natural environment. 
Key sections of the EA have been 
completed through a contract. 

The scoping report that was 
completed last year is available for 
viewing at: 

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/FourtrailFS 

Release of the draft feasibility study 
and EA for public review is targeted 
for 2013. 

Project Highlight 

National Trails Intermountain Region staff visited the New Fork River Crossing Historical 
Park in April 2012 to layout and stake trails and wayside exhibit locations. 

Project Updates 

Exhibits: 
•	 NTIR staff coordinated site planning at McCoy Park in Independence, 

Missouri. Five exhibits will be dedicated in August. 
•	 Bureau of Land Management (BLM) completed a wayside project located 

at the Sand Springs turnout on the Pinedale Anticline in Wyoming. Four 
new wayside exhibits were installed this summer. 

•	 NTIR staff will meet with the Shoshone-Bannock tribes in October 2012 to 
begin planning for site certifcation and interpretive exhibits at Fort Hall, 
Idaho. A cooperative agreement between the Shoshone-Bannock tribes 
and the National Park Service (NPS) will be completed next fscal year. 

•	 An interpretive and site plan were completed for New Fork River Crossing 
Historical Park. NTIR staff marked and mapped new trails in preparation 
for a design concept plan to be sent for partner review this calendar year. 

•	 NTIR staff and partners have completed wayside exhibits for Strang Park 
in Overland Park, Kansas and Westport Landing in Kansas City, Missouri. 

•	 Wayside exhibits are being planned for installation on the recently 
completed and dedicated Red Bridge in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Design/Development: 
•	 Sign plan standards and tools will be available online by winter 2012/13 

for the Oregon and California national historic trails (NHTs). 
•	 The Kansas City parks department completed another section of the 

Kansas City, Missouri trails plan along the Santa Fe, Oregon, and 
California NHTs corridor connecting Oak Street to the Blue River. The 
Challenge Cost Share Program project added/upgraded over 1,000 linear 
feet of recreational trail and installed stone trail markers and trail signs. 

BLM Archeologist David Crowley stands with 
a wayside draft in front of the Lander Trail 
on the Pinedale Anticline in Wyoming. 

Quick Note 
Our branch offce will not be moving to a new location in Salt Lake City. 

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/FourtrailFS


Ongoing Projects
We reached a verbal agreement with 
CALTRANS regarding methodology 
to start planning for signing NHT 
routes in California. Funding will be 
transferred to the NPS. Sign plans will 
be created by trail partners using NTIR 
digital sign plan tools. CALTRANS will 
produce and install the signs.

Implementation of the Long-range 
Interpretive Plan

New Projects
An OCTA mapping workshop is being 
planned for October/November 2012.

A tribal listening session will be held 
next year.

NTIR will host a trail association health 
and tribal outreach workshop in fall 
2012 in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

We will be creating a mobile 
smartphone application version of the 
Utah interpretive guide to be available 
via a web address, phone number, 
and quick response (QR) code.

We will be filming and developing 
a web video on the Wyoming four-
trails corridor to be posted on trail 
websites.  

Trail Exhibit Highlights

Four interpretive exhibit designs 
have been drafted and are currently 
being reviewed for the Lander Trail 
Foundation. These waysides will be 
installed on USDA Forest Service 
land near Afton, Wyoming. 

Boy Scout Troop #799 will grade 
and install bases. The panels 
will be fabricated and installed 
this calendar year. Exxon-Mobil 
Corporation and the National Park 
Service provided funding through 
the Challenge Cost Share Program.

National Trails Intermountain Region

The National Park Service cares for the 
special places saved by the American people 
so that all may experience our heritage.
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Auto Tour Route Interpretive Guide Series

Through congressional funding obtained by the Partnership for the National Trails 
System, seven of the nine interpretive guide series have been developed for the 
four northern national historic trails. These include guides for:  

1. Northwestern Missouri and Northeastern Kansas
2. Iowa
3. Nebraska and Northeastern Colorado
4. Wyoming
5. Idaho
6. Utah
7. Nevada

The Nevada interpretive guide is now available. 
Planning for the Oregon/Washington guide is underway.

Lander Trail
Afton, Wyoming

The final exhibit for a series 
of Carson Route waysides in 
partnership with the California-
Nevada Chapter of OCTA has been 
drafted and is currently being edited 
and finalized. We have been working 
with Frank Tortorich on the content 
and design.

Snowshoe Thompson 
Cave Orientation Wayside
Carson Canyon, California
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“Emphatically Then, We are Crossing the Rocky Mountains”
Had you been here in the summer of 1859 you 
would have witnessed 13,000 stalwart souls 
pass by with their 79,000 head of stock: cattle, 
oxen, mules, and horses. Emigrant wagons 
traveled on the Lander Road (or Trail) through 

1912. Although there is no accurate count, 
approximately 200,000 to 250,000 proud 
builders of the nation came this way heading 
to California, Oregon, and Washington. 

“The scenery through this country 
with its picturesque, rugged beauty, 
was most charming and almost 
made the travelers forget their 
hardships, the precipitous climbs 
and the steep descents.” 

   Joel Barnette 1928, reminiscing on his 1859    
   trip on the Lander Trail with his family

The Lander Trail
Born in 1822 to a 
prominent Massachusetts 
family, Frederick W. 
Lander became a 
respected engineer by 
his early thirties. He 
surveyed and oversaw 
construction for a section 

of the Pacific Wagon Road known today 
as the Lander Road. This alternate route 
saved a week of travel and was the first 
government-funded road built west of 
the Mississippi River.

Image courtesy of the Library of Congress

Having arrived here, the worst 
was behind the emigrants. 
They came 166 miles from the 
Sweetwater River crossing and 
had 90 miles of relatively easy 
travel to reach Fort Hall, Idaho.

The Worst Has Passed

The Lander Road
US Forest Service
National Park Service

California National 
Historic Trail

The Lander Trail Foundation
ExxonMobil Corporation
Boy Scout Troop #799

“You had better lay over at Piney Fort ”
Fort Piney served a two-fold purpose. Besides 
being a resting point for weary travelers, it 
served as a supply redistribution point for work 
crews. Teamsters would bring supplies and mail 
from here on a weekly basis to work camps 
along the trail. 

Here, the grass was fine, the water cool and 
sweet, and firewood plentiful. Emigrant 
trains would stop here to rest their stock, 
repair their wagons, wash laundry, and bury 
the dead before moving on to the Salt River. 

“You had better lay over at Piney 
Fort as you have excellent grass and 
a block house, with corral attached. 
The country for thirty miles beyond 
is thickly timbered. . . ” 

   Lander Trail Superintendent Frederick W.  
   Lander in his Emigrant Guide pamphlet

A group of Maine timber men 
built this cabin in July 1858 as a 
supply stop during Lander Trail 
construction. This hut remains 
as the only significant historical 
structure left on the Lander Trail. 

Fort Piney Cabin 

US Forest Service
National Park Service

California National 
Historic Trail

The Lander Trail Foundation
ExxonMobil Corporation
Boy Scout Troop #799The Lander Road
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