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Zone Definitions
Zone 1 is the default value for the 
tour route.  These developed areas
include most public use areas that
provide visitors with comfort and 
convenience (e.g. hard surfaced
trails, handrails, and electric lights).
No special clothing, equipment,
knowledge or skills is needed.  Park
Service staff must accompany all visitors.
Zone 2 areas may be visited by permit
without an NPS escort.  Permittees are
responsible for providing their own 
equipment.  Evidence of incompetence,
previous cave abuse or disregard for park
regulations are grounds for denying a 
permit.  All members of the group will stay
within the trail zone bounded by tape.
Zone 3 areas may be visited only when 
scheduled in advance and when a
designated Park Service trip leader
accompanies the visitor.
To obtain access to Zone 4 areas, the
Superintendent must approve a 
collection permit.  The researcher must 
show in writing how potential damage 
to resources from research in a specific 
part of the cave will be more than
balanced by knowledged gained that
would protect park resources.  Zone 4
designation does not exclude
administrative entry to monitor research
activity and impacts upon these caves.
All newly discovered caves or cave
passages will be initially assigned a 
Zone 4 designation.

The Code of Federal 
Regulations (36 CFR, 
Section 7.49) states that:
"No person or persons 
shall be permitted to enter 
Oregon Caves unless 
accompanied by an 
approved National Park 
Service or concession 
employee who has 
successfully completed 
the training prescribed by 
the National Park Service."

Oregon Caves Caving Permit Zones
based on assessments of cave hazard and fragility


