Sister Park Intent Agreement Signed with Mongolia between Denali National Park & Preserve and Altai Tavan Bogd National Park in western Mongolia.
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Marcia Blaszak and Mongolia Ambassador Ravdan Bold sign the sister park letter of intent in Anchorage. NPS photo.
Regional Director Marcia Blaszak and Mongolia's ambassador to the United States, Ravdan Bold, signed a statement of intent last Friday (October 23, 2007) to pursue a sister park agreement between Denali National Park & Preserve and Altai Tavan Bogd National Park in western Mongolia. Observing the signing was the President of Mongolia, Nambaryn Enkhbaya.

The two parks will consider forming a sister park relationship that could include topics such as the exchange of technical and professional staff and information, resource management techniques, restoration information, environmental education programs, and recreation management and planning. 

The Mongolian park was established to protect the nation's highest peak, Khuiten Uul, as well as the rich natural and cultural heritage of the Mongol Altai Range. Denali is famous as the home of Mount McKinley, the highest peak in North America. The parks in each nation face several similar challenges, including climate change and balancing recreation and preservation. 

After the signing ceremony, President Enkhbaya – a mountaineer himself – showed interest in being on Mount McKinley at some point in the future. The President and his delegation also had business meetings with the state of Alaska and planned to sign a "sister city" pact with Fairbanks, Alaska.
