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My internship started in July 2007 and is going to finish in the end of June 2008. I work for Fire Management and also Environmental Education in Everglades National Park, a vast wetland in South Florida. My goals for this internship are as follows, to acquire the knowledge and practical skills of interpretation in the US, to contribute to the progress of Environmental Education and Fire Management in the park, and to learn about the Everglades’ ecosystem through the first-hand experiences. I believe these goals will be accomplished by the end of my internship.

Here, I introduce my achievements in the Everglades.

1. Fire Effects Monitoring
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Fire has been one of the natural forces that shaped the Everglades. Some habitats, such as the Pine Rocklands, need consistent periodic fire for their existence. Everglades National Park protects the biggest remaining chunk of the Pine Rocklands in Miami-Dade County, called “Long Pine Key”. The information collected through the fire effects monitoring in the areas is essential for natural resource management of the park. 

As an intern for Fire Management, I assisted biological science technicians in vegetation survey and insect trapping by doing fieldwork, identifying plant species, and entering data. I had an opportunity to attend an international meeting for conservation of the Pine Rocklands at Miami International University, and also to take a field excursion in the Florida Keys. Another time, we traveled to Cape Canaveral National Seashore, Northeast coast of Florida, to help their fire effects monitoring. The year-round visit to the Pine Rocklands enabled me to understand its seasonal change and fire effects on the vegetation. I studied plant ecology in university, so finding plants that I have never seen before was a great pleasure for me. Still working in the field under boiling heat and buggy conditions was not always fun. 
For outreach, we visited a couple of places, such as Miami-Date Fair, and introduced our work and mission for Fire Management. 
I received helicopter crewmember training to work at some plots located in remote areas in the park. It was a great opportunity for me to learn about aircrafts and safe operation. 
2. Environmental Education and Interpretation

Environmental Education in Everglades National Park has a long history. It started in 1970’s and has contributed to raising awareness of needs to protect the Everglades. They run excellent programs for elementary school kids and I assisted rangers in some activities for the camping program, such as canoeing. 
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For interpretation, I revised a Japanese brochure of the park and also worked at a visitor center communicating with people from all over the US and even over the world. It was a great opportunity to develop my inter-personal skill. I was also given opportunities to present a talk program about fire and the Pine Rocklands to park visitors. It was the most memorable challenge for me to develop an interpretive program by myself and present it under proper supervision of an experienced interpreter. Currently I am presenting a walk program to visitors in the park. Unlike the talk program, it needs spontaneity. This is more challenging and I’m enjoying it. 
Regarding training, I attended 10-day seasonal interpreter training and learn about interpretation in the park. Also Environmental Education Division provided me many opportunities to see other parts of the park and visit other organizations, such as the National Hurricane Center in Miami.   

3. Other volunteering experiences

I also worked as a volunteer for various types of projects, such as a shark survey, manatee survey, fish survey, weeding exotic plants to protect native ones, Christmas bird counts, visitor survey, and so on. 
For the Hole in the Doughnut Project, a 6,600-acre wetland restoration project, I assisted researchers in a pine tree survey, planting native trees and measuring depth of manmade ponds in the park. It was a great pleasure for me to take part in the big restoration project in the Everglades.
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