My name is David Schobesberger. I worked as an international volunteer in Zion National Park, UT in September 2006. 

I live in Vienna – Austria, where I attend university in the last year of my masters program in cartography. When I realised, that I would get the chance to go over to the US and work together with National Park Service on a map user study, I was very really happy to go on a big adventure like this. 

At first I was confronted with lots of different forms to obtain a visa and research permits for the planed study. But the NPS-staff of the Office of International Affairs was very helpful with getting everything together and the guys from Social Science Program helped me with obtaining the research permits, so the paperwork wasn’t a big thing.

The work in the beautiful Zion National Park was really convenient. The park and its scenery were absolutely great. The local NPS employees were very friendly and helpful and they equipped me with everything I needed. I surveyed visitors alongside the trails and tried to find out their opinion about different types of hiking maps. Americans seem to be very outgoing and talkative, so I had an incredibly high response rate and lots of data.

Luckily I had enough time to stay a bit longer and take a look at other National Parks like Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon, Death Valley and Yosemite. Altogether I had a great time in the United States, which I wouldn’t want to miss. With full belief I can recommend volunteering for National Park Service to everyone. It’s a great experience.
