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During the summer of 2006 I undertook a 6.5 week internship from August 7th till September 20th with the Crown of the Continent Research Learning Center at Glacier National Park in Montana, USA. The Crown of the Continent Research Learning Center is one of currently 17 Research Learning Centers within the National Park System. Its mission is to initiate and facilitate learning and scientific inquiry in and about the Crown of the Continent Ecosystem so that communities, both regional and global, can make informed decisions as stewards of the region’s vast repositories of cultural and natural resources. The main goals of the Crown of the Continent Research Learning Center are to attract and facilitate research in Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park and the surrounding Crown of the Continent Ecosystem, to encourage and support science-based management decisions towards the protection of the Crown of the Continent Ecosystem’s cultural and natural resources and to coordinate educational and outreach initiatives that transfer up-to-date knowledge about park resources to the public. During my time in the Park I took part in several projects mainly doing monitoring work on wildlife and vegetation. In the frame of four different projects I worked with park biologists to locate and monitor rare and common native plants, harlequin ducks and black and grizzly bears.

During my time in Glacier National Park, Montana I got the possibility to expand my biological knowledge tremendously. I learned more about ecology, botany, zoology and conservation, than I would have expected before I started my work in the park. Not only learning about all the species I worked with, black bears, grizzly bears, harlequin ducks, white-bark pines, and different native plants, but also all the other parts and aspects of a national park I had a chance to get a closer look into, like geology, geography, ecology, wildlife, vegetation, climate and administration helped me to develop an even stronger sense about conservation and biology in general. I leaned that nature conservation is not only an important thing to do, but one of the most important. In the last centuries we lost a lot of our natural resources, the rainforest is becoming smaller every day and a lot of species got and get extinct. The human being did a lot of damage to nature and wildlife in the past and I think whenever we get a chance to prevent some of it we should hold on to it. That’s why it is so important to save our nature and wildlife and that’s why I am really glad that national parks like Glacier National Park exist, because they are needed refuges where species can live in their natural habitat and exist in their original way of life. I am more than glad, that I had the opportunity to take on an active part in helping to save nature and wildlife.
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