Proposed National Park Service International Travel

Travel Destination:

Angkor, Cambodia 

Dates of Travel:

June 10-24, 2006
Names of Traveler(s):
Joe Q. Ranger

Duty station/Region:

Roosevelt-Campobello International Park, NER
Cost Breakdown

$  3,520
Airfare/Travel 





$     988
per diem





$  1,250
lodging 





$     250
other

Gross Cost of Travel:
$  6,008  

Federal Reimbursement:
$ 6,008 (World Monuments Fund/U.S. State Department)

Non-Federal reimbursement:       $0

Net Cost to the NPS:

         $0

Purpose of Trip:  U.S. Ambassador to Cambodia, Charles Ray, requested NPS technical assistance to the Angkor complex of temples in Cambodia in mid-2003.  Ambassador Ray wrote directly to Director Mainella seeking NPS support and technical assistance.  According to Section 560(b)(2) of House Joint Resolution 2-193, passed in 2003, assistance for cultural and historic preservation to Cambodia is exempt from general prohibitions of US Government support to Cambodia. Since Ambassador Ray’s request, NPS has crafted a partnership with the World Monuments Fund (WMF), onsite coordinators of technical assistance at Angkor, who will be covering all travel costs for the NPS team. Funding to the WMF is provided by the U.S. State Department.

Joe Q. Ranger, Superintendent for Roosevelt-Campobello International Park, will join a multinational training team at Phnom Bakheng temple complex at Angkor, a World Heritage site.  They will design a plan for visitor-related landscape architectural issues and conduct a capacity building seminar on horticultural management at ancient ruins for Cambodian staff.

Superintendent Ranger is traveling to support a foreign policy initiative launched by the incumbent U.S. Ambassador and the Cambodian Government.  Costs of this technical assistance mission are fully reimbursed by the World Monuments Fund.  WMF’s project manager foresees this mission as important to scoping out the future phases of a long-term program to rehabilitate visitor access to Phnom Bakheng. Demonstrable results will emerge over a three year period as degradation from visitor overcrowding is corrected – Phnom Bakheng provides a mountain-top view of the entire Angkor complex and is the chief sunset destination of all visitors to Angkor.  Benefits to the Service will accrue in knowledge and experience dealing with the interface between millennium-old structures, overgrown vegetation and overuse, which Superintendent Ranger will apply to 100 year old structures at his/her duty station and disseminate throughout the Service in a trip report posted on InsideNPS within 30 days of their return to station.

I concur with the Proposed International Travel

__________________________________________

________________________

Representative Charles H. Taylor




Date

