Shared Heritage — Shared Stewardship

U.S. — Mexico Cooperation in Parks and Protected Areas




A long history of cooperation




1936: International Commission Investigates Potential
Parks Along Mexico-U.S. Border
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PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION investigating potential park and for-
est reserve lands aleng the Mexican-US Border in 1936, Shown are [L-R]:
George Wright; Dr. Ball, US Biological Survey; Sr. Galicia, Mexico: Connie
Wirth, Assistant Director USNPS (later Director); Roger Toll, Superintendent,
Yellowstunie NP; Sp. Iharra, Mexico Uity Forest Service; and 5r. Trexenia
Forest Ranger, Chiuhuahua. The photo is the property of Ben Thompson &nr} «--CONTINUED
rdentifications were made by Ben Thompsen and Connie Wirth. .

. -




1970s — 1980s: U.S. — Mexico Cooperation Restores Kemp'’s
Ridley Sea Turtle at Padre Island National Seashore




1988: First Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed between
the U.S. National Park Service and Mexico’s Secretariat for
Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT)

1991: The U.S. — Mexico Affairs Office (MEAF) created (now
known as the Intermountain Region International Conservation
Program or “IMRICO.")

e« Symposia on various topics

e Training of resource managers

e Grants for joint projects

1996: Trilateral Committee for Wildlife and Ecosystem
Conservation.

* North American Marine Protected Area Network (NAMPAN)
 Monarch Butterfly



1997 Letter of Intent signed by U.S. Department of the Interior
(DOI) and SEMARNAT

Initial development of Sister Park concept;
Priority areas:

 Fire ecology and management
 Resource monitoring

DOI Field Coordinating Committee also started at this time




2000: NPS signs MOU with Instituto Nacional de Ecologia (later
transferred to CONANP)

2002: NPS-CONANP MOU Action Plan for 2002-2003
* Resource Monitoring
e Joint Training

e Further Develop Sister Parks

2003: Meeting between CONANP President and NPS
Deputy Director

* Fire ecology, island species conservation, invasive
species, joint interpretive materials, vital signs
monitoring, “North American Conservation Pass.”

» First discussion of linking Padre Island NS and
Laguna Madre Flora and Fauna Protected Area



2003: Initial discussions on North American parks cooperation at
World Parks Congress and George Wright Society

2004: Meeting at Everglades NP (NPS, CONANP and Parks Canada)
* Inventory and monitoring protocols
« Remote sensing
 Land cover change
 Marine protected areas
e Social science, visitor surveys, etc.
* Invasive species
* International Seminar
 Biosphere Reserves
« CESU Network
« CONANP Regionalization




2005: Trilateral Committee Meeting In Zacatecas, Mexico

 Further discussion of linking Padre Island NS, Lagunas
Atascosas NWR and Laguna Madre FFPA

* Initial development of Monarch butterfly reserve network

2006: CONANP — NPS Sister Park Declaration sighed

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA UNITED MEXICAN STATES

NATIONAL PARK UNIT(S) NATURAL PROTECTED AREA(S)

Big Bend National Park Maderas del Carmen & Cafion de Santa
Elena Flora and Fauna Protected Areas

Saguaro National Park Sierra San Pedro Martir National Park
and Constitucién 1857 National Park

Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument El Pinacate y Gran Desierto de Altar
Biosphere Reserve

White Sands National Monument Cuatrociénegas Flora and Fauna
Protected Area

Chiricahua National Monument, Ajos-Bavispe Conservation Area and

Coronado National Memorial Sierra de Alamos Biosphere Reserve

Coronado National Memorial, Fort Bowie  El Chico National Park
National Historic Site & Tumacacori
National Historic Park

Guadalupe Mountains National Park La Michilia Biosphere Reserve




United States National Park Service and Comision Nacional De Areas Naturales Protegidas 'Sister Parks'
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2007: NPS receives additional funds for Sister Park initiatives

Migratory bird monitoring and conservation in Mexico and U.S.

Bat research in Sonoran desert

Land cover research on both sides of border

Invasive species management

Sister Park meeting — TODAY!
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