People of the “Boiling Waters”
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GRADE LEVEL: 4
SUBJECTS: Social Studies

KEY WORDS: Ocmulgee, Tobesofkee, 
Echeconee, Altamaha, Chattahoochee, Okefenokee
	SS4G2 The student will describe how physical systems affect human systems.

     a. explain why each of the native American groups (SS4H1.a) occupied the areas they

did, with emphasis on why some developed permanent villages and others did

not

     b. describe how the early explorers (SS4H2.a) adapted, or failed to adapt to the

various physical environments in which they traveled


BACKGROUND:  Waterways served many purposes for the Native Americans and European explorers. As well as providing fresh water and readily-available food, rivers and creeks could be used for exploration by boat or canoe. With many Native American settlements centered on these waterways, the European explorers could observe many of these inhabitants merely by traveling downstream. 
     This lesson will show students how the Native Americans continue to influence our lives today through the place names that we take for granted.
	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	1. Ask students if they know the names of any towns or rivers in Middle Georgia that were originally Indian names. (Students should at least be familiar with Ocmulgee River/National Monument, Oconee River, Tobesofkee Creek/Lake and Echeconee Creek.) As students give names, list them on the board. 

2. Tell students that there are many other places in Georgia today that have Creek Indian names. Pass out the list of Creek Indian names. Go over the list and make sure students know how to pronounce each one. Point out that the phonetic spelling is beside each word. 

3. Give students desk maps of Georgia and have them locate these places on the map. Then give them blank maps of Georgia and have them draw in the rivers and towns and label them. 
4. (optional) Use the provided websites to find the meanings of the Creek words. Make illustrations for the geographic features to show what their names really mean.
Examples: 

Ocmulgee River (Oak MUL ghee) 

Altamaha River (Al tuh MAH ha) 

Chattahoochee River (Cha tuh HOO chee) 

Penholoway Creek (Pen ho LOE way) 

Towaliga River (Toe uh LYE guh) 

Dahlonega (Dah LON eh guh) 

Palatka (Puh LAT kuh) 

Okefenokee Swamp (Oh kee feh NO kee) 


	-List of some Indian names that are still used in Georgia 

-Desk maps of Georgia 

-Blank maps of Georgia 

- access to internet
- Websites: http://users.michweb.net/~orendon/americans/glosary2.html
http://www.visitnortheastgeorgia.com/indiannames.htm



Evaluation: illustrated map, discussion
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