Native Americans 

in Turn-of-the-Century America
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GRADE LEVEL: 5
SUBJECTS: Social Studies

KEY WORDS: accommodation, acculturation, culture, cede, depersonalization, ethnocentrism, oppression, primitive, propaganda, relocation, society, sovereignty, uprising
	SS5H3 The student will describe how life changed in America at the turn of the Century

d. describe the reasons people emigrated to the United States, from where the emigrated,

and where they settled

SS5H2 The student will analyze the effects of Reconstruction on American life.

a. describe the purpose of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments


BACKGROUND:  The history of Native Americans often ends with their Removal to the reservations. This lesson will show students what was happening in the lives of Native Americans around the time of the Civil War and into the 20th century.
This lesson should occur at the beginning of the year when they have just completed study of events from 1860-1900.

	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	1. Using Timeline software, students will create timelines of at least 10 major events from 1860-1900 from their social studies books. You may want to include certain events such as the Civil War and Reconstruction.
2. Using the provided information sheet, students will choose 5 events from Native American history to add to their existing timelines.

3. Print timelines and tape printed sheet together

4. Hold a discussion comparing the events now on their timelines.
	· Timeline software
· Attached information sheet
· Tape

· Optional: use http://www.emayzine.com/lectures/chronolo.htm to provide more timeline items*

*this website provided the timeline items on the attached information sheet.


EVALUATION: timelines, discussion, teacher observation
EXTENSION: students may research one or two of the Native American historical events and share their information with the class

Native American Timeline
1861-65    Civil War. In 1861, the Confederate government organizes a Bureau of Indian Affairs. Most tribes remain neutral. The South, however, makes promises to Indians concerning the return of their tribal lands to encourage their support. After the war, as punishment for their support of the Confederacy, the Five Civilized Tribes are compelled to accept a treaty relinquishing the western half of the Indian Territory to 20 tribes from Kansas and Nebraska.
1862     Homestead Act opens up Indian land in Kansas and Nebraska to white homesteaders, who are deeded 160-acre plots after inhabiting them for five years.
1862-63     Santee Sioux stage an uprising in Minnesota under Chief Little Crow. In 1863-64, it spreads to North Dakota and involves the Teton Sioux as well. Thirty-eight Indians are sentenced and hanged.
1864-65     Cheyenne-Arapaho War in Colorado and Kansas. In 1864, Chivington's Colorado Volunteers kill more than 300 Indians in the Sand Creek Massacre.
1864     Indians regarded as competent witnesses under federal law and allowed to testify in trials.
1865-66     Jesse Chisholm, a mixed-blood, opens the Chisolm Trail.
1866     Railroad Enabling Act appropriates Indian lands for railway use.
1867     United States purchases Alaska from Russia, adding Eskimo and Aleut population to its own.
1868     Commissioner of Indian Affairs estimated that Indian Wars in the West are costing the government $1 million per Indian killed.
1868     Indians are denied the right to vote as a result of the 14th Amendment.
1869      President Grant's "Peace Policy" is inaugurated and lasts until 1874.
1869     Transcontinental railroad completed; the Union Pacific and Central Pacific join up at Promontory Point, Utah.
1869-70     Smallpox epidemic among Canadian Plains Indian including Blackfeet, Piegans, and Bloods.
1870     President Grant gives control of Indian agencies to 12 different Christian denominations instead of army officers.
1871     Treaty-making period formally ends as Congress passes law forbidding further negotiations of treaties with Indian tribes. The Cherokee Tobacco Case of 1870, ruling that the Cherokees are not exempt from taxes on produce (as established in an earlier treaty), sets the stage for the new law. Indians are now to be subject to acts of Congress and executive orders.
1871     General Sheridan issues orders forbidding western Indians to leave reservations without permission of civilian agents.
1871     White hunters begin wholesale killing of buffalo.
1871     Indian burial grounds invaded by whites seeking bones for manufacture of buttons.
1874     Gold discovered in the Black Hills of South Dakota. Treaties protecting Indian lands ignored by miners.
1877     Flight of the Nez Perce under Chief Joseph in the Northwest.
1879-85     Many "Friends of the Indian" organizations are founded, including Indian Protection Committee, Indian Rights Association, Women's National Indian Association, and National Indian Defense Association.
1881     Sitting Bull and his band of 187 surrender to officials at Fort Buford, North Dakota.
1881-86     Apache Resistance under Geronimo in the Southwest. Geronimo surrenders in 1886.
1885     Last great herd of buffalo exterminated.
1887     Congress passes the General Allotment Act (the Dawes Act) in which reservation lands are given to individual Indians in parcels. Indian lose millions of acres of land.
1889     Two million acres of the Indian Territory are bought from Indians and given to white settlers for the Land Run.
1890     At Wounded Knee, United States troops massacre 350 Sioux Indians en route to a Ghost Dance celebration.
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