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4s-abeed combination truss covered bridge spanning Poplar Creck
in Liberty Township section 29-32, two and one-half miles
southwest of Baltimore in Fairfield County, Ohio. This un-
usuel cevered bridge has typical high-boarded siding, & metal
roof, stone abutments and straight portals.

This is known as the John Bright Bridge and 1t has a very un-
usual truss type in that it is actually a suspension bridge.
The“trusg conslists of the usual two wooden end posts that are
3-9" x 5% and five woopd verticals of varying lengths to
which is attached theag%&'f’}‘ 5

A

LT (e

concrete reinforcements, r\mas extend from the top of
the wooden arch on each side of the verticals and extend down

beams., This truss is difficult for even the most knowledge-
able covered bridge truss expert to describe, therefore, a

of the bridge 1s 74!, the overall width is 17'5% with a 134"
roadway. The floor consists of two layers, the bottom layer
is lald on the diagonal, and the upper is lald lengthwise,
The portals are straight and extend out beyond the truss glv-
ing it some protection from the weather. These portals are
cut back sharply about 24! from the ground. The roof heams
and bracing and the floor beam% and bracing in this bridge
are a combination of wood andf%%aai, reminescent of a Howe
truss,

The John Bright Covered Bridge was unpainted for many years,
but recently it has received a coat of a rather bright red
paint on both sides and portals. The sides and portals are
finished with battens. The stone abutments are the original
foundations of this bridge and have concrete reinforcements

bridge in good condition,

The structure under consideration is a one-span wooden and WKOU

: eye-bar suspension arch (ilnverted),
A wooden arch of 2-11%" x 3?&?% butted into each abutment with

and are bolted on either side of the floor beams. There is no
lower chord and the double floor rests directly on these floor

detalled sketch of this truss 1s included. The overall length

where the arches rest against them., This is a very attractive
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19th century engineering skills,

ing Valley Bridge Works.
and in sight of,

patented,

The John Bright Covered Bridge is an outstanding example of

Aug Borneman and Sons for a cost of $993.75,
at this time, or very soon thereafter,

The John Bright Bridges take their name from the Bright
Famlly who were early settlers in thig ares and owned much

It was built in 1881 by
Mr. Borneman,
was owner of the Hocke

This company built the unusual ﬂ%eeifﬁgff
inverted arch Suspension bridge just around the corner from,
the John Bright Covered Bridge.
bridge is usually referred to as John Bright #1 and the
covered bridge as John Bright Bridge #2,
know very little today about the Hocking Valley Bridge Works,
the suspension bridges they built, or if they were ever

The steel /1o
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Allen, Richard S., Covered_gridges of the Middle West, Stephan

Greene Press, 1970, pages 48 and
Combination Atles Map of Fairfield Coﬁngyf L. H, Ev;iz;,
Philadelphia, 1875, pages 84 and 89,
Record Books of the Southern Ohio Covered Bridge Associatlion,
Volume #2, Fairfield County.
Wiseman, C. M. L,, Bloneers of Fairfield County, Ohio, F. J.

Heer Printing Company, 1901, pages 327 and

328.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

4?354?§251£135‘;£;{AJ;lhh

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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John Bright Covered Bridge

This sketch

Red indicates

This is a rough sketch of truss, roof

and floor panel details.

wesusrTgbest eye bars, rods, caps.

is not to scale,
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